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– Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

hazards of the heart = dangerous calling = ETC
***SEE EXCEL LIST FOR MOST CURRENT SCHEDULE***= actually,see "printout" sermon notes
ALTERNATIVE = ESV 30-day readings - WHO is Jesus Christ... save for another time I guess
1- DONE - Luke 1-2 The birth of Jesus
2- DONE Jn 1:1-18 Who Jesus IS
03 02-08 Lk 4:14-44 Jesus begins his ministry - intentional fruitful evangelism
04 02-15 Matt 5-6 The core of Jesus’ teaching - dangerous calling
05 02-22 John 3 God’s love for the world - VIDEO
06 03-01 John 5 Jesus’ miracles and authority - VIDEO
07 03-15 John 11 Jesus’ power over death - VIDEO
08 03-22 John 15 The Christian life defined - VIDEO
09 03-29 John 17 Jesus’ high priestly prayer - VIDEO -PALM SUNDAY
10 04-02 Matt 26-27 Arrest and crucifixion of Jesus - VIDEO -GOOD FRIDAY
11 04-05 John 20 Resurrection of Jesus - VIDEO -EASTER SUNDAY
Day 12 Luke 24 Ascension of Jesus
Day 13 Acts 2 Coming of the Holy Spirit
Day 14 Acts 9 Conversion of Saul
Day 15 Acts 16 The Gospel spreads to Europe
Day 16 Acts 26 Paul’s defense of Christian faith
Day 17 Rom 3 Justification by faith alone
Day 18 Rom 7-8 Battle with sin & Life in the Spirit
Day 19 1 Cor 13 The way of love
Day 20 1 Cor 15 Power of the resurrection
Day 21 Gal 5 Freedom in Christ
Day 22 Eph 4:1-16 Unity in Christ
Day 23 Eph 6 Whole armor of God
Day 24 Phil 1:18-2:18 Christ’s example and exaltation
Day 25 Col 3:1-17 Putting on the new self
Day 26 Heb 4:14-5:10 Jesus the great high priest
Day 27 James 1 Pure religion
Day 28 1 Pet 1:13-25 Called to be holy
Day 29 1 Jn 4:7-21 God is love
Day 30 Rev 21-22 New heaven & earth
then follow with study of book of Acts ???
or 2 Peter
then finish colin smith ??? OT
Rescue from "christian culture" - become a representative of Christ...!!!
http://www.reading121.org/ - video training for "one-to-one Bible reading"
LOVE LAVISHED ON YOU

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit,
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own
interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness
of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:1-11 ESV)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite
all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In him we have obtained an inheritance,
having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his
glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:3-14 ESV)
Because before Eden, God planned Emmanuel for all Eternity....!
Majestic language in Ephesians 1:3-14 also explains the reality of our redemption. "In LOVE,"
our Creator, "before the foundation of the world" determined to be our Redeemer. God ordained
that all those He adopts as His children - who in "the fulness of time" believe in Jesus - as He
lavished upon us the riches of His grace - so that we will live forever with Him, for the "praise of
His glory" in Christ. That's love!
Do you like being LAVISHED upon? That's the lavish love of Jesus =
Jesus LOVES you right now... and yesterday and today and forever...
His LOVE is so great that it spans all of time... so that we can speak of His LOVE in the present
tense - whether we point to past or future...
Jesus LOVES you before the foundation of the world...
Jesus LOVES you when He creates you in His own image...
Jesus LOVES you when He left His glory and home in Heaven...
Jesus LOVES you when He came into the world, in the manger..
Jesus LOVES you when He taught words of truth & grace...
Jesus LOVES you when He peformed His miracles...
Jesus LOVES you when He obeyed every word of the Father...
Jesus LOVES you when He submitted to the cross of calvary...
Jesus LOVES you when He stretched out His arms on the cross...
Jesus LOVES you when He returned to prepare a place for you...
Jesus LOVES you when He calls you to receive Him, trust Him...
Jesus LOVES you when He indwells you with the Holy Spirit...
Jesus LOVES you when you trust Him and obey Him...
Jesus LOVES you when you experience loss - grief - pain - joy...
Jesus LOVES you now... yesterday and today and forever...
1 John 4:9 says "In this the LOVE of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His
only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him." The message of Christmas is all
there. Our Creator comes in a cradle to go to the cross and pay for sin and rise again to gain the
crown of eternal life.
1 John 4:10 says "In this is LOVE, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the payment for our sins." If YOU
are His child, you didn't choose Him - He chose you. Jesus is our Redeemer. Jesus saves! That's
love. We receive His love and life
- by simply by receiving God's gift of Jesus.

And then, as 1 John 4:11 says, "Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to LOVE one
another." In Christ, you become the beloved children of God - as He lavishes His love upon you.
As His resurrection life lives through yours, YOU - not only ought to but are ABLE to - love one
another = YOU are to lavish God's love on others! Galatians 5:22 - it's the fruit of the Holy
Spirit = LOVE by His power!
(Ephesians 1:3-14 ESV)
(Philippians 2:1-11 ESV)
(1 John 4:7-12 ESV)
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LAVISH LOVE UNENDING
Because before Eden, God planned Emmanuel for all Eternity - God with us! The majestic language in
Ephesians 1:3-14 expands our understanding the reality of our redemption. In LOVE, our Creator,
"before the foundation of the world" determines to be our Redeemer - as He lavishes upon us the
riches of His grace. God ordains that all those He adopts as His children - and who in "the fulness of
time" believe in Jesus - will live forever with Him, for the "praise of His glory" in Christ. That's love!
Do you like being LAVISHED upon? That's the lavish love of Jesus =
Jesus LOVES you right now... and yesterday and today and forever..
His LOVE is so great that it spans all of time... so that we can speak of His LOVE in the present tense whether we point to past or future...
Jesus LOVES you before the foundation of the world...
Jesus LOVES you when He creates you in His own image...
Jesus LOVES you when He left His glory and home in Heaven...
Jesus LOVES you when He came into the world, in the manger..
Jesus LOVES you when He taught words of truth & grace...
Jesus LOVES you when He peformed His miracles...
Jesus LOVES you when He obeyed every word of the Father...
Jesus LOVES you when He submitted to the cross of calvary...
Jesus LOVES you when He stretched out His arms on the cross...
Jesus LOVES you when He returned to prepare a place for you...
Jesus LOVES you when He calls you to receive Him, trust Him...
Jesus LOVES you when He indwells you with the Holy Spirit...
Jesus LOVES you when you trust Him and obey Him...
Jesus LOVES you when you experience loss - grief - pain - joy...
Jesus LOVES you now... yesterday and today and forever...
And what would it take to get you intentional about it?

CHURCH LIKE A SPORTS EVENT - spectator or participant = see these image clips =

a fallacy is still a fallacy even though it is in fashion - GK Chesterton

early in th morning Jesus returns to the temple to teach th people BTW do you meet w/Jesus
early every day? "this book will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from this book"
?? if Islam is a religion of peace, the shouldn't Islamic extremists be extremely peaceful ??
25 FEB = the Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God become like the Son of God

U must account for His death. #2 U must declare He is Your Lord. #3 U must die to yourself so
U can live for Him.. by His new life in U
=not automatic, must be received=v35 Jn says he bears testimony abt wht happened, w.words fit
for a legal courtroom proceeding, he tells th truth - SO THAT, so tht YOU also may believe...
what his eyes & ears saw & heard he tells to U, so that U also may believe in Jesus, & by
believing have eternal life in Jesus name, as th Scriptures are fulfilled.
of course, unlike th disciples tht day, we've read rest of th story... & we knw tht it's Friday - but
Sunday's a-coming - so if U are a believer in J, U need not fear th grave, bcz Jesus died & ws
buried... & His enemies thot He ws dead-&-gone - but He lives again - with the promise of new
life for all who believe in Him - but tht's for Sunday's message...
Today let's focus on truths tht Jesus died -&- buried -to pay for your sin... like J-N kneel at His
cross & admit there's nothing YOU can do to be saved except trust in th shed blood of Christ..
=personally receive
His forgiveness & His new resurrection life... maybe U prayed a prayer a long time ago or had
something done to you as a child - but
those things do not save you - ONLY JESUS SAVES... & He says to

U tonight - Believe in Me... trust in Me alone, & U will be saved - & thn you'll understand wht
G.F. & Easter all abt...Jesus lived. & died.. & lives =th rest of th story = thats the difference it
makes for YOU... =His new power for living thru U !!! =as U trust in Jesus today!!!

one thing y'all had better never forget about human nature is that
everybody would rather hear a comfortable lie than an uncomfortable truth.
Deceive me, but don't disturb me. That's why markets and civilizations fall
over cliffs.
“ ”
PETER = TWO PARTS - 1=catch My fish... 2=feed My lambs
26 May - Catch My Fish ---OR--- Memorial Day "stand your ground"
02 Jun - Feed My Lambs
09 Jun - You, Follow Me
16 Jun - Jesus Ascended
23 Jun - Jesus Glorified
FILLING – filling.of.Holy.Spirit_2016.09.01 – Eph 5:18 – AUDIO
BAPTIZE – glaze.of.Holy.Spirit_2016.08.25 – 1 Cor 12:13 – AUDIO
SANCTIFY – Holy.Spirit.sanctifies_2016.08.18 – Romans 8 – AUDIO
HOLY – Holy.Spirit.makes.holy_2016.08.11 – 1 Peter 1 – AUDIO
GUIDE – Holy.Spirit.guides_2016.08.04 – John 16 – AUDIO
GLORIFY – Holy.Spirit.glorifies_2016.07.28 – John 16 – AUDIO
PRESENCE – presence.of.Holy.Spirit_2016.07.21 – Titus 3- AUDIO
PERSON – Holy.Spirit.divine.person_2016.07.14.pdf – 1 Cor 3 – AUDIO
4 Sept – “Engage: Intentional Healthy Growth”
21 Aug – “Engage: Living In the Spirit”
14 Aug – “Engage: Promise of the Holy Spirit” - sealing etc "life-lock" protection
07 Aug – “Engage: Gifts of the Holy Spirit”
31 July – “Engage: Holy Spirit in Communion”
17 July – “Engage: Filling of the Holy Spirit”
10 July – “Engage: Holy Spirit Sanctifies You”
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STAND YOUR GROUND ?
American families who care about the future remember Memorial Day, as a commemoration of those
who died in military service. We offer heart-felt thanks to all who have served to protect our liberties, and especially those who gave
their lives. Jesus said in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends."
It's a passage often used to honor fallen comrades-in-arms. If they do not stand and fight today, what liberties will you have
tomorrow? Your children? When will your own life be forfeit, without due protection?
Few things turn your thoughts toward God more than the death of a loved one. Is war ever right? Should Christians serve in the
military? What about civilians? Should Christians own guns, or carry guns?
Does the Bible have the answers? Many books have been written on these and numerous related topics. Your personal
experience with death, guns, or the military, will certainly color your opinions and beliefs. Recently, well-known evangelical leaders
have taken stands on all sides of the "gun issue." Thoughtful Christians will differ on this just as they do on many multi-faceted
concerns.
There are three major categories of thought.
Should we all be pacifists? -0
Why not let the government protect us? - Some suggest that the only people who should be allowed to have and carry weapons
are the military, police, and some other agents of the government.

Let's be prepared for self-defense? How can Christians be peace-makers in an increasingly violent society?
Pacifism =
Governmental ism = get the right terms
Self-defense = not offensive, but defensive.
Regardless of above, peacemakers = refers to CHRIST's making peace & us passing that along
NOT pacifisim... see sproul etc... check Grudem "politics"... see also TGC ???
?patriotism?
second amendment
second commandment
thou shalt not murder
If you lost a loved one to gun violence, you understandably will be against guns. But what if you could have been there, on the
scene, with a concealed carry permit and self-defense weapon. What would you have done, when all else failed? What action would
you have taken, to save lives?
We will all answer to God for every thought, word, and deed.
part of that is resuce the perishing... what could you have done that you didn't do ? sins of omission, etc
Thoughtful Christians will differ on these issues... conscience, conviction, etc... courage... ???
The Bible substantiates government and armies... and just war... etcetc...
We live in a puzzling time when some in our government want to restrict the 2nd amendment for veterans.

Memorial Day... just war... 2nd amendment for veterans... and citizens... Biblical basis...??? one page ???
Marx - democracy is indispensable to socialism
Lenin - goal of socialism is communism...
5/9/2016 Self-Defense is Biblical
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT GUN CONTROL? By Larry Pratt - Executive Director of Gun Owners of America
The underlying argument for gun control seems to be that the availability of guns causes crime. By
extension, the availability of any weapon would have to be viewed as a cause of crime. What does the
Bible say about such a view? Perhaps we should start at the beginning, or at least very close to the
beginning-in Genesis 4. In this chapter we read about the first murder. Cain had offered an unacceptable
sacrifice, and Cain was upset that God insisted that he do the right thing. In other words, Cain was
peeved that he could not do his own thing.
Cain decided to kill his brother rather than get right with God. There were no guns available, although
there may well have been a knife. Whether it was a knife or a rock, the Bible does not say. The point is,
the evil in Cain's heart was the cause of the murder, not the availability of the murder weapon. God's
response was not to ban rocks or knives, or whatever, but to banish the murderer. Later (see Genesis 9:56) God instituted capital pu
nishment, but said not a word about banning weapons. Did Christ Teach Pacifism?
Many people, Christians included, assume that Christ taught pacifism. They cite Matthew 5:38-39 for
their proof. In this verse Christ said: "You have heard not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you
on your right cheek, turn the other to him also."
The Sermon on the Mount from which this passage is taken deals with righteous personal conduct. In our
passage, Christ is clearing up a confusion that had led people to think that conduct proper for the civil
government-that is, taking vengeance-was also proper for an individual.
Even the choice of words used by Christ indicates that He was addressing a confusion, or a distortion,
that was commonplace. Several times in the rest of the Sermon on the Mount Christ used this same "you
have heard it said" figure of speech to straighten out misunderstandings or falsehoods being taught by the
religious leaders of the times. Contrast this to Christ's use of the phrase "it is written" when He was appealing to the Scriptures for
authority (for example, see Matthew 4 where on three occasions during His temptation by the devil,
Christ answered each one of the devil's lies or misquotes from the Scripture with the words: "it is written").
To further underscore the point that Christ was correcting the religious leaders on their teaching that "an
eye for an eye" applies to private revenge, consider that in the same Sermon, Christ strongly condemned
false teaching: "Whoever therefore breaks one of the commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called
least in the kingdom of heaven..." (Matthew 5:19). Clearly, then, Christ was not teaching something
different about self defense than is taught elsewhere in the Bible. Otherwise, He would be contradicting
Himself for He would now be teaching men to break one of the commandments.
The Bible distinguishes clearly between the duties of the civil magistrate (the government) and the duties
of an individual. Namely, God has delegated to the civil magistrate the administration of justice.
Individuals have the responsibility of protecting there lives from attackers. Christ was referring to this
distinction in the Matthew 5 passage. Let us now examine in some detail what the Scriptures say about
the roles of government and of individuals. Both the Old and New Testaments teach individual self
defense, even if it means taking the assailant's life in certain circumstances.
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Self Defense in the Old Testament
Exodus 22:2-3 tells us "If the thief is found breaking in, and he is struck so that he dies, there shall be no
guilt for his bloodshed. If the sun has risen on him, there shall be guilt for his bloodshed. He should make

full restitution; if he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft."
One conclusion which can be drawn from this is that a threat to our life is to be met with lethal force.
During the day, presumably because we can recognize and later apprehend the thief if he escapes, we are
not to kill him in non life-threatening circumstances.
In Proverbs 25:26 we read that "A righteous man who falters before the wicked is like a murky spring
and a polluted well." Certainly we would be faltering before the wicked if we chose to be unarmed and
unable to resist an assailant who might be threatening our life. Trusting God
Another question asked by Christians is "Doesn't having a gun imply a lack of trust that God will take
care of us?" Indeed, God will take care of us. He has also told us that if we love Him, we will keep His
commandments. (John 14:15) Those who trust God work for a living, knowing that 1 Timothy 5:8 tells
us "But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied
the faith and is worse that an unbeliever." For a man not to work, yet expect to eat because he was
"trusting God" would actually be to defy God. King David wrote in Psalm 46:1 that God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble. This did not conflict with praising the God "Who trains my
hand for war and my fingers for battle" (Psalm 144:1). The doctrine of Scripture is that we prepare and
work, but we trust the outcome to God.
Those who trust God should also make adequate provision for their own defense even as we are
instructed in the passages above. For a man to refuse to provide adequately for his and his family's
defense would be to defy God. There is an additional concern to taking the position that "I don't need to
arm myself. God will protect me."
At one point, when Satan was tempting Jesus in the wilderness, he challenged Jesus to throw himself off
the top of the temple. Satan reasoned that God's angels would protect him. Jesus responded: "It is written
again, 'You shall not tempt the Lord your God.'" (Matthew 4:7) It may seem pious to say that one is
trusting in God for protection, and we all must, but it is tempting God if we do not take the measures that
He has laid out for us in the Bible. Role of Government
The Bible records the first murder in Genesis 4 when Cain killed his brother Abel. God's response was
not to register rocks or impose a background check on those getting a plough, or whatever it was that
Cain used to kill his brother. Instead, God dealt with the criminal. Ever since Noah the penalty for murder has been death.
Nowhere in the Bible does God make any provision for dealing with the instruments of crime. He always
focuses on the consequences for an individual of his actions. Heaven and hell only applies to people, not
to things. Responsibility only pertains to people, not to things.
Resisting an attack is not to be confused with taking vengeance which is the exclusive domain of God
(Romans 12:19). This has been delegated to the civil magistrate, who, as we read in Romans 13:4, "is
God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for
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he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil."
Private vengeance means one would stalk down a criminal after one's life is no longer in danger as
opposed to defending oneself during an attack. It is this very point that has been confused by Christian
pacifists who would take the passage in the Sermon on the Mount about turning the other cheek (which
prohibits private vengeance) into a command to falter before the wicked.
Let us consider also that the Sixth Commandment tells us "Thou shall not murder." In the chapters
following, God gave to Moses many of the situations which require a death penalty. God clearly has not
told us never to kill. He has told us not to murder, which means we are not to take an innocent life.
Consider also that the civil magistrate is to be a terror to those who practice evil. This passage does not in
any way imply that the role of law enforcement is to prevent crimes or to protect individuals from
criminals. The magistrate is a minister to serve as "an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil." (Romans 13:4)
This point is reflected in the legal doctrine of the United States. Repeatedly, courts have held that the
government has no responsibility to provide individual security. One case (Bowers v. DeVito) put it this
way: "there is no constitutional right to be protected by the state against being murdered." Self Defense in the New Testament
The Christian pacifist may try to argue that God has changed His mind from the time that He gave Moses
the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20 or the provision for justifiably killing a thief in Exodus 22. But the
writer of Hebrews makes it clear that this cannot be, because "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today
and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). In the Old Testament, the prophet Malachi records God's words this way:
"For I am the Lord, I do not change" (Malachi 3:6). Paul was referring to the unchangeability of God's
Word when he wrote to Timothy that "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Clearly, Paul viewed all
Scripture, including the Old Testament, as useful for training Christians in every area of life.
We must also consider what Christ told his disciples in his last hours with them: "...But now, he who has
a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a sack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and
buy one" (Luke 22:36, emphasis added). Keep in mind that the sword was the finest offensive weapon
available to and individual soldier - the equivalent then of a military rifle today.
The Christian pacifist will likely object at this point that only a few hours later, Christ rebuked Peter who
used a sword to cut off the ear of Malchus, a servant of the high priest in the company of a detachment of
troops. Let us read what Christ said to Peter in Matthew 26:52-54: Put your sword in its place, for all
who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and
He will provide Me with more that twelve legions of angels? How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?
It was not the first time that Christ had to explain to the disciples why He had come to earth. To fulfill the
Scriptures, the Son of God had to die for the sin of man since man was incapable of paying for his own
sin apart from going to hell. Christ could have saved His life, but then believers would have lost their
lives forever in hell. These things only became clear to the disciples after Christ had died and been raised
from the dead and the Spirit had come into the world at Pentecost (see John 14:26).
While Christ told Peter to "put your sword in its place" He clearly did not say get rid of it forever. That
would have contradicted what he told the disciples only hours before. Peter's sword was to protect his
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own mortal life from danger. His sword was not needed to protect the Creator of the universe and the King of kings.
Years after Pentecost, Paul wrote in a letter to Timothy "But if anyone does not provide for his own, and
especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever" (1 Tim.
5:8). This passage applies to our subject because it would be absurd to buy a house, furnish it with food
and facilities for one's family, and then refuse to install locks and provide the means to protect the family
and the property. Likewise it would be absurd not to take, if necessary, the life of a night-time thief to
protect the members of the family (Exodus 22:2-3).
A related, and even broader concept, is found in the parable of the Good Samaritan. Christ had referred to
the Old Testament summary of all the laws of the Bible into two great commandments: "'You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,'
and your neighbor as yourself'" (Luke 10:27). When asked who was a neighbor, Christ related the parable
of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). It was the Good Samaritan who took care of the mugging victim
who was a neighbor to the victim. The others who walked by and ignored the victim's plight were not acting as neighbors to him.
In the light of all we have seen the Scriptures teach to this point, can we argue that if we were able to
save another's life from an attacker by shooting the attacker with our gun that we should "turn the other
cheek instead?" The Bible speaks of no such right. It only speaks of our responsibilities in the face of an
attack-as individual creatures made by God, as householders or as neighbors. National Blessings and Cursings
The Old Testament also tells us a great deal about the positive relationship between righteousness, which
exalts a nation, and self defense. (See footnote a.)
It makes clear that in times of national rebellion against the Lord God, the rulers of the nation will reflect
the spiritual degradation of the people and the result is a denial of God's commandments, an arrogance of
officialdom, disarmament and oppression.
For example, the people of Israel were oppressed during the time of the rule of the Judges. This occurred
every time the people apostatized. Judges 5:8 tells us that, "They chose new gods; then there was war in
the gates; not a shield or spear was seen among forty thousand in Israel."
Consider Israel under Saul: The first book of Samuel tells of the turning away of Israel from God. The
people did not want to be governed by God; they wanted to be ruled by a king like the pagan, God-hating
nations around them. Samuel warned the people what they were getting into-the curses that would be
upon them p; if they persisted in raising up a king over themselves and their families. Included in those
curses was the raising up of a standing, professional army which would take their sons and their
daughters for aggressive wars (I Samuel 8:11).
This curse is not unknown in the United States. Saul carried out all the judgements that Samuel had
warned the people about. His buildup of a standing army has been repeated in the U.S., and not just in
terms of the military, but also the 650,000 full-time police officers from all levels of government. Saul
was the king the Israelites wanted and got. He was beautiful in the eyes of the world but a disaster in the
eyes of the Lord. Saul did not trust God. He rebelled against His form of sacrifice unto the Lord. Saul put
himself above God. He was impatient. He refused to wait for Samuel because God's way was taking too
long. Saul went ahead and performed the sacrifice himself, thus violating God's commandment (and,
incidently, also violating the God-ordained separation of duties of church and state!)
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Thus was the kingdom lost to Saul. And, it was under him that the Philistines were able to defeat the
Jews and put them into bondage. So great was the bondage exerted by the Philistines that "Now there
was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, 'Lest the Hebrews
make them swords or spears.' But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines to sharpen each man's
plowshare, his mattock, his ax, and his sickle;...So it came about, on the day of battle, that there was
neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people who were with Saul and Jonathan..." (1 Samuel 13:1920; 22-23).
Today, the same goals of the Philistines would be carried out by an oppressor who would ban gunsmiths
from the land. The sword of today is the handgun, rifle or shotgun. The sword control of the Philistines is
today's gun control of those governments that do not trust their people with guns.
It is important to understand that what happened to the Jews at the time of Saul was not unexpected
according to the sanctions spelled out by God in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28. In the first verses of
those chapters, blessing are promised to a nation that keeps God's laws. In the long second parts of those
chapters, the curses are spelled out for a nation that comes under judgement for is rebellion against God.
Deuteronomy 28:47- 48 helps us understand the reason for Israel's oppression by the Philistines during Saul's reign:
Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and gladness of heart, for the abundance of all
things, therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger, in thirst,
in nakedness, and in need of all things; and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck until He has
destroyed you. The Bible provides examples of God's blessing upon Israel for its faithfulness. These
blessings included a strong national defense coupled with peace. A clear example occurred during the
reign of Jehoshaphat. 2 Chronicles 17 tells of how Jehoshaphat led Israel back to faithfulness to god
which included a strong national defense. The result: " And the fear of the Lord fell on all the kingdoms
of the lands that were around Judah, so that they did not make war against Jehoshaphat" (2 Chronicles 17:10).
The Israelite army was a militia army which came to battle with each man bearing his own weapons-from
the time of Moses, through the Judges, and beyond. When threatened by the Midianites, for example, "So
Moses spoke to the people, saying, 'Arm some of yourselves for the war, and let them go against the
Midianites to take vengeance for the Lord on Midian'" (Numbers 31:3). Again, to demonstrate the
Biblical heritage of individuals bearing and keeping arms, during David's time in the wilderness avoiding
capture by Saul, "David said to his men, 'Every man gird on his sword.' So every man girded on his
sword, and David also girded on his sword" (Samuel 25:13).
Finally, consider Nehemiah and those who rebuilt the gates and walls of Jerusalem. They were both
builders and defenders, each man-each servant-armed with his own weapon:
Those who built on the wall, and those who carried burdens loaded themselves so that with one hand they
worked at construction, and with the other held a weapon. Every one of the builders had his sword girded
at his side as he built (Nehemiah 4:17-18). Conclusion
The wisdom of the framers of the Constitution is consistent with the lessons of the Bible. Instruments of
defense should be dispersed throughout the nation, not concentrated in the hands of the central
government. In a Godly country, righteousness governs each man through the Holy Spirit working

within. The government has no cause to want a monopoly of force; the government that desires such a
monopoly is a threat to the lives, liberty and property of its citizens. The assumption that only danger can
result from people carrying guns is used to justify government monopoly of force. The notion that the
people cannot be trusted to keep and bear their own arms informs us that ours, like the time of Solomon,
5/9/2016 Self-Defense is Biblical
http://lawandliberty.org/defense.htm 6/6
may be one of great riches but is also a time of peril for free people. If Christ is not our King, we shall
have a dictator to rule over us, just as Samuel warned.
For those who think that God treated Israel differently from the way He will treat us today, please
consider what God told the prophet Malachi: "For I am the Lord, I do not change..." (Malachi 3:6).
[a]"When our forefathers wrote the constitution of the United States, consciously or unconsciously they
followed the Israel system of the right of every man to keep and bear arms. [The Second Amendment]
was patterned after the Israel method: when every able bodied man capable of bearing arms and who
might be called upon by the nation for military duties to defend his country, his life, liberty and freedom
was thus able and prepared to take his place in the ranks of the army.
"Tyranny, as a rule, arises from within a nation when the government has been captured by men who
would use their acquired power to oppress the people. These facts were known to the framers of the
constitution, hence they recognized the need and right of citizens to keep and bear arms in order to insure
real liberty. God in His wisdom...made it a fundamental law in the land that every man should be a part of
the military forces of the nation-keeping his arms and equipment in his own possession.
"Now the right of citizens to keep and bear arms is fundamental in preserving true freedom, so much so
that subversive forces in sundry and subtle ways first move to disarm the citizens of a nation which they
later plan to dominated. We have witnessed such move in the past while states which have already passed
laws violating Article II of our constitution did so under the pretext of disarming the criminal. The states
which have violated this fundamental principle of the protection of its citizens against armed violence
have not only failed to reduce crime but have contributed to the increase in violence and crime. The
criminal, who never disarms, knows he is dealing with law-abiding unarmed citizens. Honest men and
leaders never fear an armed, law-abiding civilian population."
Howard B. Rand, LL.B., Digest of the Divine Law, (Destiny Publishers, Merrimac, MA, 1943) PP. 163164.
Editor's note: Parts of this article first appeared in Plymouth Rock Foundation's FAC-SHEET #62. The
Right To Bear Arms. Plymouth Rock Foundation can be contacted by writing to them at P.O. Box 577, Marlborough, NH 03455

FILLING of the Holy Spirit

we ALL have the Holy Spirit...but He does not always have ALL of us
ADD - to column
sproul or packer notes this= thomas akempis ?? ' extremely unusual for any person to ever
change any aspect of personality over lifetime
YET if you remain unaware that you are flawed how can the HS be in you ???
by default you think the universe revolves around you... HS makes you aware that no only is the
way you think wrong, but no one else thinks that way, especially not God...
be renewed in your mind... trasnformed... conformed to Christ... reformed... etcetcetc
anyone can learn to speak in tongues... Paul said earnestly seek the "higher" gifts - & then said I
show you a still more excellent way = the fruit of the Spirit - commanded to ALL Christians...
change not personality but change your character = to become more like Christ (sp-word-ppl-son)
interesting how many revered christian leaders today were part of charismatic movement as
young believers... sproul example...
paul - do not think as children etc - 1 cor 14:20
corinthians not lacking in any sp. gift (1cor1:7) but not using them according to the Sp...
not walking in the Sp (gal5)... ALL are for building up the BODY not yourself (tongues espec)
all the giftst can be counterfeited... oracle of delphi = sp.in.tongues...charismatic utterance...
1 jn 4 - test the spirits... do not believer every spirit... = thats why interpreter necessary - so ALL
present could compare what was said to what HS has already said written down on His yardstick
HOLY SPIRIT - notes -&tc

as paraclete, helper,advocate,counselor... the very power & presence of the resurrected &
ascended Christ, who is now in heaven but thru the HS still works in hearts&minds&wills&lives
of His disciples, today...!
creation
redemption - Rom8, eph1, 2ths 2, 1pet1
see p1542 sproul... and 1562=work of the HS..also 1015 & 1046
creation.. gifting.. predicts age of the Spirit
HS - NT - pneuma 250x
new covenant realizes OT prophecies
The Bible says God is our Savior, and salvation is arranged by the Father, accomplished by the Son, and
applied by the Holy Spirit = from previous column (march ?)
from dec 2015 column
How can we wrap our finite minds around such mind-boggling truths? God gave us the Bible and logic,
both gifts of His creative power, as He intrudes into the world of mankind to demonstrate Himself to us.
He reveals three essential truths about God, central to Christianity.
1- THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD. This is affirmed throughout the Bible. Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6, "The
Lord our God is one." Isaiah 45 says "I am the Lord and beside Me there is no god, the Savior."
Judaism and Christianity both acknowledge the one true God of the Bible.
2- FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT ARE GOD. One God, in three persons, each existing as the
essence of God in perfect eternal unity. The triquetra symbol is a helpful illustration. So is an equilateral
triangle. Each angle and side are equal and identical to the others, but not the same as the others. So it is
with the three persons of the Trinity. Each as much God as the other. Co-equal, co-eternal, each
possessing the same essence and identical attributes of God. Each one God.
3- FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT ARE DISTINCT PERSONS OF THE ONE GOD. God the Father
is God. God the Son is God. God the Holy Spirit is God. But the Father is not the Son nor the Holy Spirit.
The Son is not the Father nor the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not the Father nor the Son. Three divine
persons in one divine triune entity, the Godhead. The same essence. One being. One. God.
That's how to determine who believes the Bible and who believes man-imagined theology. Our finite
minds cannot comprehend infinite truth. But we can recognize and believe it, and begin to describe it.
Because God is not beyond knowing, even though He is beyond understanding.
Cults get it wrong when they say God is one being playing three roles (modalism), or three gods acting as
one (tritheism), or that Jesus was created or that He was an archangel. Islam claims one god, but Allah is
a pagan moon-god. Islam rejects the one true God of the Bible. Islam misrepresents Christianity by
saying God the Father and Mary produced Jesus, so they say Christians believe in three gods. Hinduism
teaches millions of gods, with a trinity of three major gods. Satanism and the occult also have an unholy
trinity. But these are all derived philosophies, not divine truth.
Only Christianity apprehends what the Bible truly teaches - that there is only one true triune God who
exists as Father, Son, and Spirit, and is Creator and Redeemer and Judge. The Bible presents each
person of the Godhead as essential in creation, as well as redemption and resurrection.

Bible=authority for understanding God, His word, His works & Jesus
=Eph 1=rdg this week= good example of all three persons of Trinity actively involved in
salvation = v2,v5,v10,v13,14 = the Bible reveals
all 3 persons of Godhead involved in atonement for sin & resurrection whch accmplshed salvtion
fr all who believe = & if YOU are believer
God has done it all for U..humiliatn to exaltatn..frm glory to glory..
& now he's givn U new life in Christ & th pwr of HS... to worship
Him & work for him as U await his return & your glorification...

PICTURE a great U-shape... preincarnate glory of Christ...humiliatn, incarnatn,
ministry,crucifixion,resurrection,ascension,reign in glory..
as you read Scripture rdgs this week = glorification of Christ
ths great U-shape apprpriat bcz he did all this for YOU...!!! none of this happens until He goes
from glory to glory = ascension rule
your response = 1-worship Him...2 serve Him 3-wait for Him...
=CTW=ultimate glory= delivers kingdom to Fthr =until then, work it out in your life, w.fear-tremblingworship-serve / trust-obey =work out salvation He has given you, bcz He-HS is at work in you... - Amen!
= tie in JULY 4th message too !!! = JESUS reigns over ALL = does He reign over YOU ???
but this glimpse is astounding glory, to worship Him & trust & obey..

The divine glory of Jesus REQUIRES worship, as He returns to His eternal glory in heaven! What is
YOUR response? Your response? =worship !=God ! where He lives & reigns & intercedes for us &
awaits our joining him
2- SON OF MAN - Jesus' favorite term for Himself was "Son of Man" which He used over 80 times. It
underscores both the humanity and the divinity of the unique God-man, the Lord Jesus Christ. This term
also immediately reminded Jewish minds of Daniel 7, where the prophet was given a vision: "Behold, with
the clouds of heaven there came one like a Son of Man, and He came to the Ancient of Days and was
presented before Him, and to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations
and languages should serve Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
and His kingdom one that shall not be destroyed."
"Glory." The word conjures up wondrous things in your mind's eye. What's the most "glorious" thing
you've ever seen or experienced? Something "awesome, majestic, amazing"? "Exponentially beyond
extraordinary"? Anything we can experience or imagine is only a glimpse of the reality of the GLORY of
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, who laid aside His divine glory for a season, to minister in a
physical body on earth. Then He returns to heaven to resume the fulness of His glory there.
Both the Old and New Testaments proclaim the necessity for Jesus to return to Heaven forever. This
involves three important aspects: first, He returns to glory; second, He returns to a place, and third, He
returns to reign. Today, let's look further at His return to "glory."

BENEDICTION ~1TIM6 keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable
light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor & eternal dominion. Amen!

Don't misunderstand. Scripture is clear: Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone, not of
works. But true faith results in works, not to earn salvation but as evidence of salvation. Passages such
as Ephesians 2:8-10 and James 1:22-25 are not contradictory, but complementary. Works follow faith.

Free Republic

Wisdom from statesman Daniel Webster
Good Reads ^ | 1800s | Daniel Webster

“I apprehend no danger to our country from a foreign foe. Our destruction, should it
come at all, will be from another quarter. From the inattention of the people to the
concerns of their government, from their carelessness and negligence, I must confess
that I do apprehend some danger. I fear that they may place too implicit a confidence
in their public servants, and fail properly to scrutinize their conduct; that in this way
they may be made the dupes of designing men, and become the instruments of their

own undoing. Make them intelligent, and they will be vigilant; give them the means of
detecting the wrong, and they will apply the remedy.” ― Daniel Webster
To: GoldenState_Rose

He called The Bible, A Rich Supply Of Thought
To: GoldenState_Rose

I hear with distress and anguish the word “secession,” especially when it falls from
the lips of those who are patriotic, and known to the country, and known all over the
world, for their political services. Secession! Peaceable secession! Sir, your eyes and
mine are never destined to see that miracle. The dismemberment of this vast country
without convulsion! The breaking up of the fountains of the great deep without
ruffling the surface! Who is so foolish, I beg everybody’s pardon, as to expect to see
any such thing? Sir, he who sees these States, now revolving in harmony around a
common centre, and expects to see them quit their places and fly off without
convulsion, may look the next hour to see the heavenly bodies rush from their spheres,
and jostle against each other in the realms of space, without causing the wreck of the
universe. There can be no such thing as a peaceable secession. Peaceable secession is
an utter impossibility. Is the great Constitution under which we live, covering this
whole country, is it to be thawed and melted away by secession, as the snows on the
mountain melt under the influence of a vernal sun, disappear almost unobserved, and
run off? No, sir! No, sir! I will not state what might produce the disruption of the
Union; but, sir, I see as plainly as I see the sun in heaven what that disruption itself
must produce; I see that it must produce war, and such a war as I will not describe, in
its twofold character. - Daniel Webster, March 7, 1850
To: GoldenState_Rose

From the inattention of the people to the concerns of their government, from their
carelessness and negligence, I must confess that I do apprehend some danger...and
"unaware and compliant" is just how 'rats like their voters, right Bill Ivey?.....
To: MUDDOG

Alas, alas, it is so possible to be very brilliantly FOOLISH.
This has nothing to do with intelligence, but rather wisdom.
To: x

And then Webster went on to declare that there would be no secession.
If the would-be Confederacy had been as wise as Webster, there wouldn’t have been.
But rage overcame wisdom and even now smolders.
According to Pew, there are 24 million voter registrations in the United States that are either invalid or significantly inaccurate. 1.8
million dead people are registered to vote (some of whom vote even though they are dead – which is a hard thing to do, but easy if
fraud is involved). 2.8 million people are registered in more than one state. And 14% of non-citizens are registered to vote.

http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/3482926/posts - dismemberment abortion
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-bloggers/3482888/posts - hillary's vision for america - open borders

http://voteundergod.com/voters/why_vote.php = WHY VOTE
http://voteundergod.com/voters/quotes_scriptures.php
http://knowledgeispowerproject.com/free-downloads/ - familyleader link

Don't misunderstand. Scripture is clear: Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone, not of
works. But true faith results in works, not to earn salvation but as evidence of salvation. Passages like
Ephesians 2:8-10 and James 1:22-25 are not contradictory but complementary. Works follow faith.

Authority in human society… according to God’s creation plan =
1) self-government… each person accountable to God our creator
2) family government… husband head of wife and head of family
3) church government… Christ is Lord with Elders subject to Him
4) civil government… according to God’s moral law & attributes
(and by extension, government in every human organization)
God's Word reveals that His design for the structure of His creation begins with self-government, as
each person is responsible for a proper relationship with your Creator, and with one another, as created
in His image. And God first established the family to teach His principles of truth, which are lived out in
community, first in the church, and then in society through limited civil government. All this is based on
God's eternal principles, which are derived from His holy and unchanging character - and which formed
the foundation of America.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2015.05.21
- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
DYING TO BE FREE ?

– Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

Without dead Christians, there would be no freedom in America. Exaggeration? Nope, understated. Even a shallow review of
American history reveals how the Declaration of Independence grew from the blood-stained soil of persecuted believers reading
their Bibles - willing to lay down their lives for this liberty.
The Declaration says "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.- That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed." Do you understand the
distinctions?
Jesus said, "render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” The Bible reveals which is
which. And it makes it clear that Christians are not to surrender to Caesar. God's Word rules over all, the governors as well as the
governed. Our rights come from the Creator.
And God ordained government to protect these rights, with powers granted by the people, in accord
with God's divine design. Our unique three branches of government find their inspiration in Isaiah 33:22,
"The LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our King, He will save us."
You can trace the paper trail of freedom from the Declaration back to the Great Awakening, as early colonists retrieved these truths
from the Bible. They recovered principles upon which the early colonies modeled their constitutions and founding documents,
echoing the Mayflower Compact, which embodied the teachings of the Pilgrims and non-conformist Christians of England, Scotland
and Wales - who escaped to America with their lives in order to obey God's Word.
The same truths sustained Christians throughout persecutions of the Reformation, as the Bible was printed in the everyday
language of the people, pointing to individual liberty and self-government, not tyranny. These truths from the Bible had already
brought increasing freedom to people - through great Christians including St. Patrick and King Alfred the Great, and documents
including English common law and the Magna Carta. The history of freedom intertwines with the history of Christian liberty.
American soldiers take an oath to uphold our Constitution. Like our founding fathers, they pledge their lives for the principles of
freedom. Is it worth dying for?
The 1st Amendment declares, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances." The 2nd
Amendment assures "the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." The 14th
Amendment states in part "nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to
any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws."
But many Christians notice how different this Memorial Day seems. This national holiday remembers those who gave their lives in
military service to maintain the freedoms of America - freedoms which are based in religious liberty and the principles of Christianity.

Yet, the way Christianity is being criminalized and under attack in the public square these days, it makes you wonder if or when we'll
be forced to replace all the white crosses in cemeteries that mark fallen soldiers.
Where are the people willing to die for freedom of speech? freedom of religion? Increasingly the voices in our public square
demand that Christians reserve their speech and their worship behind closed doors. They say your religious beliefs, based on God's
unchanging Word, must acquiesce to the ever-changing fluidity of public opinion, judicial fiat, executive order, legislated and
regulated tyranny.
That's the challenge ahead for America. Across the oceans, there are totalitarians threatening the very existence of these freedoms
- in the name of "a religion of peace" which beheads those who resist. But it's not just Islamism and it's not just elsewhere. It's here,
across state lines and statehouse aisles, where tyranny threatens. The real target is always the authority of God's Word, which
reveals true liberty.
Historically, it has been Christians who understood, framed, and defended the principles of liberty.
But - who understands today? Who will lay down their lives for liberty? Will you?

Life-Changing News – Luke 2:1-21, Matt 2:1-12
24 Dec – “Engage: Sad~Bad~Mad~Glad”
2016.12.24_sad.mad_.glad_.news_.mp3 (18″)
Good News Great Joy – Luke 2:11, Philemon 1:6
11 Dec – “Engage: Words ~ Witness ~ Wow!”
2016.12.11_words.witness.wow_.mp3 (31″)
“I am among you as one who serves”
04 Dec – “Engage: I will be your Server”
2016.12.04_I.will_.be_.your_.server.mp3 (28″)
Persecution ~ Providence – Psalm 107
20 Nov – “Engage: Pilgrim Psalm”
2016.11.20.pilgrim.psalm_.mp3 (30″)
Persecution~Baptism~Communion – 1 Cor 11-12
13 Nov – “Engage: Pictures of Salvation”
2016.11.14_pictures.of_.salvation.mp3 (24″)
Life and Liberty – Proverbs 29:2
06 Nov – “Engage: Live Your Vote”
2016.11.06_time.for_.decision.mp3 (34″)
Intentional Citizenship – Romans 13
30 Oct – “Engage: Your Self-Government”
2016.10.30_self.government.mp3 (34″)
Intentional Church – Ephesians 1-6
23 Oct – “Engage: Forever Family of Faith”
2016.10.23_forever.family.mp3 (27″)
Intentional Worth-ship – John 4:19-26
16 Oct – “Engage: Worship in Spirit & Truth”
2016.10.16_worship.in_.Spirit.mp3 (25″)
Daily & Deeply – 2 Pet 3:18, Psalm 119
25 Sept – “Engage: Growing in Knowledge”
2016.09.25_growing.in_.knowledge.mp3 (28″)
Build your life on Truth – Matthew 7:24-29
11 Sept – “Engage: Intentional Truth Tools”
2016.09.11_intentional.truth_.tools_.mp3 (23″)
Keep in step with the Spirit – Galatians 5:25
4 Sept – “Engage: Intentional Healthy Growth”
2016.09.04_intentional.healthy.growth.mp3 (33″)

COLUMN~BLOG

COLUMN - 2016.12.22
COLUMN - 2016.12.15

COLUMN - 2017.01.12
COLUMN - 2016.11.24
COLUMN - 2016.11.10
COLUMN - 2016.11.03
COLUMN - 2016.10.27
COLUMN - 2017.01.07
COLUMN - 2017.01.19
COLUMN - 2016.12.08
COLUMN - 2016.12.01
COLUMN - 2016.10.13

x GOOD NEWS – mad.or.glad_2016.12.22 – Luke 2 – AUDIO
x WITNESS – words-of-wow_2016-12-15 – Luke 2 – AUDIO
x GROW – know-to-grow_2016-12-08 – Ps 119 – AUDIO
x TRUTH – truth-tractor_2016-12-01 – 2 Tim 3:14-17 – AUDIO
x THANKS – pilgrim-psalm_2016-11-24 – Psalm 107 – AUDIO
=STEPS – seven-steps_2016-11-17 – 1 Tim 2:1-2 – AUDIO
family leader
=TRIALS – now-what-persecution_2016-11-10 – 1 Cor 12:26-27 – AUDIO
=VOTE – vote-life-liberty_2016-11-03 – Prov 29:2 – AUDIO
=GOV’T – self-government_2016-10-27 – 2 Chron 7:14 – AUDIO
=NATION – righteousness-exalts-nation_2016-10-20 – Prov 14:34 – AUDIO
x POWER – step-with-spirit_2016-10-13 – Galatians – AUDIO
FAITH – trust-and-obey_2016-10-06 – Philippians – AUDIO
PLEDGE – guarantee-of-the-spirit_2016-09-29 – 2 Cor 1:20-22 – AUDIO
CHARISMA – gifts-of-holy-spirit_2016-09-22 – 1 Cor 12-14 – AUDIO
SUPPER – Holy.Spirit.in.communion_2016.09.08 – 1 Cor 11 – AUDIO
FILLING – filling.of.Holy.Spirit_2016.09.01 – Eph 5:18 – AUDIO
BAPTIZE – glaze.of.Holy.Spirit_2016.08.25 – 1 Cor 12:13 – AUDIO
SANCTIFY – Holy.Spirit.sanctifies_2016.08.18 – Romans 8 – AUDIO
HOLY – Holy.Spirit.makes.holy_2016.08.11 – 1 Peter 1 – AUDIO
GUIDE – Holy.Spirit.guides_2016.08.04 – John 16 – AUDIO
GLORIFY – Holy.Spirit.glorifies_2016.07.28 – John 16 – AUDIO
PRESENCE – presence.of.Holy.Spirit_2016.07.21 – Titus 3- AUDIO
PERSON – Holy.Spirit.divine.person_2016.07.14.pdf – 1 Cor 3 – AUDIO

x family
x serving
x worship
world
flesh
devil (angels-no)
stewardship ??? - spiritual gift ???
prayer in the HS
suffering in the HS
2017 = expectations = attributes of God - OLD TESTAMENT +fulfillment in Christ = leads up to EASTER & beyond...
08 - world-flesh-devil = WORLD
15 - sp.warfare FLESH
22 - sp.warfare DEVIL = annual meeting - VISION "expectations" etc
29 - angels & demons
05 - noriegas update
12 - HS and trials suffering HCG p15
19 - new series = ? genesis? ???

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.12.15

– Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

columns YET TO DO = intentional worship... family...
preaching yet to do = serving, world, flesh, devil, etc
08 Dec - early Advent = ? int'l knowledge? read deeply-broadly-daily-etc = add Xmas theme...
15 Dec - words~witness
22 Dec - sad-glad = Christmas ?? = 12-18,12-24
29 Dec - before New Years = New Year ?? =
int'l worship? spirit & truth = add Christmas theme...
int'l serving? - if preach on this Dec 4 ... ???
int'l worship
int'l family = God's forever family = being re-born in Christ...
int'l serving
int'l warfare - world~flesh~devil = 3 or 4 sermons
int'l giving ??? ~has this been done ?? - ???stewardship ???
01 jan - Communion ~ wilsons !!no message!!
08 jan COLUMN - 05 jan
14 jan COLUMN - 11 jan
22 jan - ANNL MTG - nat'l sanctity of human life sunday 29 jan COLUMN - 26 jan

COLUMN - 29 dec

COLUMN ? - 19 jan or 26 jan

12-04 - advent-2 (world) - came to set us free Gal 1:3 etc
12-11 - advent-3 (flesh) - came in flesh to save us in flesh
12-18 - advent-4 (devil) - came to destroy works of devil
12-25 - CHRISTMAS = "witness" message ??
01-01 - communion...HAFF mission update ??? sp.checkup DO
WITNESS SERVICE overcoming obstacles - world, flesh, devil - sermon on each one
PRAYER = praying in the H.Spirit - neil anderson
Stewardship - giving time,talents,treasures - love w.whole self
11-13 - ? ? ?:169-176 - witness & service & stewardship - both in & out of church...
11-20 - ? ? ?:169-176 - world outside -test, purify,equip - & OCC -&- Thanksgiving
11-27 - ? ? ?:169-176 - ADVENT -1 - the world... coming of Jesus= IN you - engage CULTURE- neil anderson
12-04 - ? ? ?:169-176 - ADVENT -2 = AWANA mission update ( ?-summary-?)
12-11 - ? ? ?:169-176 - ADVENT -3 - the flesh... coming of Jesus= IN you - engage CHURCH- neil anderson
12-18 - ? ? ?:169-176 - ADVENT -4 - the devil... coming of Jesus= IN you - engage WORD- neil anderson
12-25 - ? ? ?:169-176 - CHRISTMAS DAY
? wilson nov13-jan07
01-01 - ? ? ?:169-176 - communion & prayer for new year -/ spiritual checkup reprise
01-08 - ? ? ?:169-176 - new series (ENGAGE word-church-culture" - sp. warfare ?end- neil anderson
EXERCISE
worship- Ps 103:1; Rom 12:1-2; Gen 2:2-3; Exos 20:8-11; Is 58:13-14
Col 3:16; John 10:3-4,14; add John 4-worship spirit & truth
knowledge- 1 Jn 5:11; Jn 17:3; 2 Pet 3:18; Eph 1:17-19; Phil 1:19; Col 1:9; 2 Tim 3:16-17; Eph 3:18; Eph 4:14-16; Acts 17:21;
witness & service - Lk 9:24; 2 Cor 4:12; 2 Tim 1:8; Lk 10:5-6; Matt 20:28; Phil 2:6-7; Rom 1:1; 2 Cor 4:5; Acts 20:35;
ADD stewardship !!!
PRAYER = praying in the H.Spirit - neil anderson
Stewardship - giving time,talents,treasures - love w.whole self
ENVIRONMENT
family of faith- -ENGAGE the church...more on gifts, serving, etc
emblems of grace- -ENGAGE the church
world outside- -ENGAGE the world ~ culture ~ &tc
OVERCOMING OBSTACLES
worldfleshdevil- do whole sermon on Satan &tc (neil anderson etal)
SPIRITUAL CHECK-UP
see verses listed on survey - for add'l readings &tc

good RESOLUTIONS etc - appears never used in column - doesn't show up in search

26 January 2014 – Riverside Church – Rev. Grant Mangold
WORK OUT – Philippians 2:12-13 – For God is at work in you !
RECORD – As you’re turning in your Bibles to Philippians ch 2 v 12
I wonder how are YOU are coming with your new year’s resolutions ?
Now’s a good time to evaluate goals, re-sort priorities, get on track…
I wonder if people did “new year’s resolutions” back in ~61 AD
when the book of Philippians was written? Listen to ch2 vv12-13… 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear & trembling,
trembling, 13
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Work out your salvation… According to statistics, 45% of you made New Year’s Resolutions. Most common: lose weight, get
organized, spend less, save more, exercise more, manage stress better, learn new things, quit smoking, improve a relationship,
stop procrastinating, improve work habits, stop or reduce alcohol consumption, reduce time w.electronic devices, spend more
time with family… At Riverside, we included things like: read thru the Bible in a year, do a 1:1 Bible study, meet w. others
weekly for prayer, or visit & take meals to shut-ins, etc
That’s quite a list ! How are U doing with ANY of them ? anyone ?
About 1 in 3 give up on resolutions before the end of January. Nationally, 8% are successful in keeping them. Yet = 49% of
people have infrequent success. Men tend to be more successful than women when it comes to weight-related resolutions. People
in their 20s are 2.5 times more likely for success than people in their 50s.
The good news is that for any age, if you tell someone else about your resolution, you are 10 times more likely to have success.
And if you have a plan to follow, you greatly increase chances for success – e.g. that’s why we encourage using a Bible reading
plan – check off the worksheet, if you get behind, just keep working it out, not tied to a calendar. You can even access it online in
your notepad – Diane even listens while she’s on the treadmill, when not doing Pinterest !
So does Phil 2:12-13 offer us any principles or power for living ?
This is such a loaded passage, let’s unpack a word or phrase at a time:
Therefore = in 2:9 he said “therefore, God” = because of th obedience of Christ, God highly exalted Him… now in 2:12 he says
“therefore, you” = because you are in Christ and have the mind of Christ, who humbled Himself and became obedient, so you
too are to be obedient...
my beloved = Paul really loved them. 1:8 with the affection of Christ Jesus.” BUT this is a set-up = though I’m going to say
some hard things… first I emphasize how much I love you…as you have always obeyed = in 1:5 he affirmed their partnership in
the gospel from the first day until now. BUT it doesn’t much matter how much you have obeyed in the past if you don’t obey this
minute… to underscore that he now speaks like a mentor, coach, parent = their father in Christ = not only as in my presence but
much more in my absence = work out your own salvation with fear and trembling =
with fear and trembling = language of a slave who strives to please his master… believers in Christ are slaves to Him who
bought them, paid for their redemption, and whom they have been UNITED to…= moment-by-moment reality for a slave is the
pleasing of your master… not personal pursuits but rather to fulfill the purpose of your master…
in 1:1 he refers to Paul and Timothy as slaves of Christ Jesus…in Eph 6:5 Paul uses the same word picture as he says
Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, throughout
scripture the phrase is used to denote someone humbling themselves before a greater person or power…=
it is our Heavenly Father, and we do not want to disappoint Him…
Two common misunderstandings = many people either think they have to contribute “their part” to salvation, or else they think
God does it all so they don’t have to do anything. Both are confusing the issue. NO! Only Jesus saves us, we are helpless & can
do & add NOTHING to salvation. But this passage is about SANCTIFICATION, the process of being made holy, like Christ =
our daily relationship with Him…
Obviously Paul is not saying that you’re saved by doing good works – that contradicts everything else in Scripture… your own
salvation =
he’s saying that SINCE you have salvation, since you’ve been saved by Christ, to get busy and work it out… it’s the same as
saying, since you have a life, live it… since you have a job, get busy & do a good job… since you are married, get busy & work
on your marriage…
BTW = sign up for the “Art of Marriage” workshop that’s coming up !
NO OPTION HERE !!! you can’t just “opt out” of these commands… you’re a slave ! you have a master ! these are His
commands to you !

And these are not empty commands in v 12-13 – God has provided “everything” you need to obey Him… notice Paul says work
out your own salvation … for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. “you work out” and
“God works in”…
Good? that’s fantastic ! = God works both to will & to work = HE
provides both the WANT TO & the HOW TO…= the Holy Spirit = changing your hearts & minds & wills by the truth of Word
of God
so you will obey & fulfill His purpose, as obedient slaves of LJC…
remember v1:6 - And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ.
He began a good work in you & WILL COMPLETE IT as you obey
“As you have always obeyed” = looking at their past… much like in our Annual Mtg we thank God for all His provision in all
the ways we obey His Great Commission to us to go & make disciples of the LJC
==MAYBE SAVE SOME TIME IN MTG IF LOOK AT REPORT NOW
LOOK THRU YOUR ANNUAL REPORT – 1st @ THE COVER = “advance” everything we did last year was designed to
ADVANCE CHRIST, in your personal life, in our congregation, in our community, in our missions, and in Genesis Church, by
Him, for Him, thru Him…
1 – All the people who make our worship work each Sunday, praise team, ushers, greeters, offering collectors – U giving tithes &
offerings each week, & our prayer time, announcements, communion, scooping the walk, bringing treats for coffee time, going
out of your way to genuninely greet guests & irregular attenders not just during the service but thru the week too… & our
custodian, office assistant, treasurer, & how everyone works together for the Lord…
2 – Christian Education = committee strategizing to identify children in our community, build relationships with them, bring
them to S.S., & people who not only help w. nursery, S.S. & Confirmation here in our facility, but also get our kids & their
friends to EFCA activities
such as Winter Blast, Impact, Challenge and Hidden Acres camp… but
more than that = to be active personally in our community, VBS, FCA, Awana, the bike park, the Bridge, &tc – exploring ways
to reach kids !
making the effort to be there & to care & to share Jesus w/ them !
3 – Missions = we’re strategically partnering with missionaries to reach more & more people w. overflowing good news about
Jesus & grow God’s family, encouraging each one here to give, pray & partner w. them around th world & our own community –
SYC, Awana, &tc plus YOUR personal mission field – where U work, shop, play or visit dr.office etc = all you do to reach out to
your neighbors &tc…
4 – women’s ministries = all the quilts you’ve blessed people with… cleaning project, National Day of Prayer, visiting our shutins, Okoboji Bible conference, Fall Festival, women’s retreat, thank offering, Bible studies… shower committee to bless
newlyweds… helping hands to provide meals to shut-ins & those who’ve experienced funerals, or going through time of
illness… so many needs to be met ! PLUS all who help at nursing homes or visit neighbors, caring & sharing th Lord
5 – men’s Saturday AM Bible study, encouraging one another, praying for our community, applying God’s word to our lives…
Homebuilders and Geneva Fellowship groups = all the ways you reach out & express care & concern for others, & new
20s~30s~young adults group as you get to know one another & build relationships = future of this church!
6 – Elder board, leading us in following the Lord, head of the church,
efforts at moving our ministry forward & growing the body of Christ deeper & wider… “elder care lists” as under-shepherds of
the flock, to keep contact with you & your prayer requests & your absences & coming alongside to encourage you = as role
models in being disciples of the Lord… their 1:1 discipleship initiative, & practical Bible studies to grow in the Lord & gain
competence & confidence to share Christ w. others… and praying & planning our future facilities & working w. consultants with
inspiring discussions of dynamics of how churches must first transform their ministries to then respond with enhanced facilities
for the future… praying & submitting to the Lord of the church, so we don’t focus on just ourselves and our own present needs
but look past ourselves to the future & the opportunities in our community to reach out to our 750 students & 1100 parent-age &
1050 older adults – because less than 10% are in church any given Sunday, and the reason God put us here is to GO to them with
the Good News & proclaim Jesus with our lives and with our caring words to them…
7 – God’s Word @ the heart of it = all the Lord taught us in 2013– in book of Mark, how the LJC, our Servant-Savior, the Saving
One, came to transform us into His “serving ones” who take the Good News out to others… the “Treasure Principle” for
generous living & generous giving, how everything belongs to God & how we live not for the dot of this earthly existence but for
the line of eternity = so we’re laying up treasures in heaven, not here on earth… & great themes of the OT & “keys of the
Christian life” from 1 Pet = principles of disciple-making living as we learn to transform our thinking with God’s Word so that
He changes our hearts and minds and wills so that we’re obedient to Him to ADVANCE CHRIST in all that we are & do
Whew! this brings us back to Phil 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you,
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. so Paul challenges you, to work hard at working out God’s salvation through
your life = as “you work out” and “God works in”… for His good pleasure…so, what’s next then ?

NOW LOOK AT THE LAST PAGE OF THE ANNUAL REPORT
= your Elders started working on this page this past week… it’s a
“Spiritual Health Assessment” = a practical tool to take your pulse on how U’re doing in your spiritual life today… be honest &
answer the questions & score yourself…pray about it… how U’re growing in Christ… how U’re connecting with God’s family…
your discipleship Bible studies… how U’re serving God & others… living out our mission to grow God’s family by sharing the
overflowing good news about Jesus with all the people around you… worshiping not just 1 hr on Sundays but 24/7 in ALL of
your life, work, $$, relationships, etc…
THE KEY IS READING & LIVING OUT GOD’S WORD !!!
as God works in you - YOU WORK OUT - !
God changes your thinking in order to change your living for Him
= in your personal health, you need a work-out routine, don’t you !
you won’t give up on your resolutions IF you work out a PLAN =
SO LOOK @ THE VERY LAST PAGE = a place to prayerfully write down some purposes & possibilities AND especially A
PLAN to step-by-step transform your spiritual health this year, by th power of th Holy Spirit working God’s word INTO your life
the CONTEXT of 12-13 is the UNITY and HUMILITY of the church
because – a question – HOW will we as a church grow in the way God intends unless each one of us as individuals grows
according to God’s purpose ??? = if YOU want God to do something in this community ??? then how will U have to get serious
about YOUR personal spiritual health ??? will that change our church and will that change our community ??? = by His mighty
power at work in us and thru us !!!
so join me now in prayer as we commit ourselves to TRUST & OBEY HIM = with our whole “REAL LIFE” in Christ who sets
us free from sin & self to experience His life overflowing through you… = as you work out and God works in you, to fulfill His
purposes for you and for us His church – Amen = prayer
PRAYER
how the Holy Spirit so works the Word of God in and through the people of God that we become more and more like the Son of
God
PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR ELDERS & committees &tc
as a believer and disciple of the LJC, commit to be a role model of following Him, upholding the Word of God by the power of
the H.S. and our constitution & bylaws, our values and mission, to serve others as I serve the Lord, who is the Head and Lord of
the Church…
CALL TO WORSHIP – Phil 2:2-8
BENEDICTION – Jude 24
Therefore, my beloved…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling = for it is GOD who works in you = both to will
and to work for His good pleasure.

Trust & obey etcetc

=NOT USED in column=
#4- you shld read thru Ur Bible PERSONALLY...=rmbr not wrttn TO U but FOR U... read, undrstnd,
apply what learn to Ur life=obey!
t "what it means to me" =postmodernist subjective relativism...
group grpe =evrybdy happy w.own uninfrmd opinns=not Bible study!
rather, what God said to the original hearers, what's His eternal truth
& how it works in my life, for His purposes = knowing & growing
as Sp of God works Word of God to make ppl of God like Son of God
You subscribe to print and digital channels.
How many meals do you get each day? How many spiritual meals?

3- recent survey tracked ppl arnd wrld search in online Bible. fascntng! link=hndout...psalms, genesis,
gospels, 1cor13.. in US, #5=Jer 29:11I know the I have for U sez the Lord, plans for welfare, future &
hope=gtng personal answers to personal questions & needs in their lives.=often reason ppl turn to
Bible...not know or grow bt personal need...
biblegateway.com

http://www.csosports.org/off-topic-the-ten-most-searched-bible-verses-2

2017=**GOD IS: the attributes of God**
KNOW God.is.knowable_2017.04.30 – 1 John 4 AUDIO
LIFE God.is.risen.life_2017.04.20 – Revelation 1:18 AUDIO
SAVIOR week.that.changed.the.world_2017.04.13 – John 19:30 AUDIO
2016-17=**ENGAGE: intentional healthy Christian growth
TRAIN get.off.the.treadmill_2017.04.06 – Heb 12 AUDIO
WARFARE spiritual.warfare_2017.03.30 – Eph 6:10-20 AUDIO
WEAPONS spiritual.weapons_2017.03.23 – 1 John 4:4 AUDIO
ENEMY your.evil.enemy_2017.03.16 – John 8:44 AUDIO
PUT ON put.off.put.on_2017.03.09 – Col 3 AUDIO
FLESH war.with.the.flesh_2017.03.02 – Col 3 AUDIO
WAR warfare.with.world_2017.02.23 – Col2:8, 2Cor10:3 AUDIO
LOVE love.not.the.world_2017.02.16 – 1 Jn 2:14-17 AUDIO
JOY joy.inthe.journey_2017.02.09 – 1 Pet 1:3-10 AUDIO
TRIALS growing.thru.trials_2017.02.02 – James 1:2-4 AUDIO
WORTH intentional.worship_2017.01.26 – Mark 12:30 AUDIO
WORSHIP worthy.of.worship_2017.01.19 – John 4:24 AUDIO
SERVE im.your.server_2017.01.12 – 2 Cor 4:5 AUDIO
CHURCH forever.family_2017.01.05 – Ephesians AUDIO
REVIEW intentional.growth_2016.12.27 – Eph 4 SURVEY
GOOD NEWS mad.or.glad_2016.12.22 – Luke 2 AUDIO
WITNESS words-of-wow_2016-12-15 – Luke 2 AUDIO
GROW know-to-grow_2016-12-08 – Ps 119 AUDIO
TRUTH truth-tractor_2016-12-01 – 2 Tim 3:14-17 AUDIO
POWER step-with-spirit_2016-10-13 – Galatians AUDIO
The all-knowing One – Psalm 139
30 Apr – “God IS: Omniscient”
2017.04.30_God.is_.all-knowing.mp3 (28″)
God who empowers you – Psalm 33
23 Apr – “God IS: Omnipotent”
2017.04.23_God.is_.omnipotent.mp3z (30″)
Almighty God of Resurrection – 1 John 5
16 Apr – “God IS: Risen LIFE”
2017.04.16_God.is_.Life_.mp3 (29″)
Take Up Your Cross Daily – Luke 9:21-26
14 Apr – “Jesus IS: Redeemer”
2017.04.14_take.up_.your_.cross_.mp3 (14″)
Overflowing River of Grace – 1 Tim 6:6-21
o9 Apr – “God IS: Giver”
2017.04.09_God.is_.Giver_.mp3 (30″)
Observance of Communion – Heb 10:19-25
02 Apr – “God IS: Savior”
2017.04.02_God.is_.Savior.mp3 (9″)
All His fulness everywhere – Psalm 139:1-10
26 Mar – “God IS: omniPresent”
2017.03.26_God.is_.omnipresent.mp3 (32″)
Unexxagerated Exaltation – Isaiah 6
19 Mar – “God IS: Holy Holy Holy”
2017.03.19_God.is_.holyholyholy.mp3 (29″)
Ultimate Sovereign Lord – Psalm 33
12 Mar – “God IS: the Sovereign One”
2017.03.12_God.Is_.Sovereign.mp3 (30″)
Infinite immaterial invisible – 1 Tim 6:16
5 Mar – “God IS: infinite SPIRIT”
2017.03.05_God.is_.spirit.mp3 (30″)
Dependence on the Divine – Isa 40:25-31
26 Feb – “God IS: the Self-existent One”
2017.02.26_God.is_.self-existent.mp3 (29″)
Knowing God – Jeremiah 9:23-24
19 Feb – “God IS: Do you know Him?”
2017.0219_doyouknowGod.mp3 (26″)

19 Feb - God is: do you know Him?
column 23 FEB - warfare with the world
26 Feb - God is: self-existent
column 2 MAR - warefare with the flesh
05 Mar - God is: infinite Spirit
column 9 MAR - put off - put on
12 Mar - God is: Sovereign - Eph 1:1-12
column 16 MAR - "evil enemy" column
19 Mar - God is: Holy - Isa 6:1-7
column 23 MAR - "spiritual weapons" column
26 Mar - God is: Omnipresent - Psa 139
column 30 MAR - " spiritual warfare " column
02 Apr - God is Savior - COMMUNION & MISSIONARY Bike Park update
= COMMUNION TODAY
column 06 APR - "treadmill vs marathon " column
09 Apr - God is: Giver = Palm Sun & kids.. River or Reservoir - LivingWaterChurch... providence, generosity
column 13 APR - "the week that changed the world" = what preach Good Friday
14 Apr - God is: Redeemer - Good Friday - crucifixion = readers theatre MARK
16 Apr - God is: Risen Life - EASTER SUNDAY - resurrection - God & "life" eternal/spiritual/resurrection/&tc
column 20 APR - "God is: Risen Life = what preached Easter Sunday = alive to God
23 Apr - God is: Omnipotent
column 27 APR - "God is: do you know Him"

30 Apr - God is: Omniscient
column 04 MAY - "Hear us, Heal us" NAT'L DAY OF PRAYER" column - lotz
07 May - MISSION = Bridge - nat'l day of prayer ?
column 11 MAY - "God IS self-existent ~" column =dependence on divine... "mothers day?"
14 May - God is: Immutable ((mothers day))
column 18 MAY - "God IS infinite spirit ~" column =invisible, immaterial etc
21 May - God is: Truthful
column 25 MAY - "God IS sovereign ~" column
28 May - (no sermon) God is: Living Water = offering Rivers of Blessing"
DID NOT DO SERMON - special report instead
column 01 JUN - "God IS holy ~" column = holy, holy, holy
04 Jun - no COMMUNION -&- VBS CELEBRATION SERVICE
column 08 JUN - "God IS Giver - river or reservoir" column
11 Jun - MISSIONARY = SYC mission update
column 15 JUN - "God IS FATHER ~" column = based on what WILL preach Sunday 18th
18 Jun - God is: Father = COMMUNION TODAY
column 22 JUN - "God IS omnipresent" column
25 Jun - God is: Wise = no abf = IGNITE fundraiser lunch 11am -12:15
column 29 JUN - "God IS omnipotent" column
02 Jul - God is: KING of Kings call-2-fall = july 2 (Psalm 2)
column 06 JUL - "Is God KING over America"
09 Jul - God is: Good Psalm 145
column 13 JUL - "God IS KING over all " column
16 Jul - MISSIONARY gainer - CHINA
ADD this to website CALENDAR etc
column 20 JUL - " God IS omniscient " column
23 Jul - God is: Gracious
-&- 10:30 am = PARADE water bottles
column 27 JUL - " God IS immutable " column -&- Hawkeye Care Center
30 Jul - God is: Loving COMMUNION
30 = COMMUNION - Paul
column 03 AUG - " God IS absolute truth " column
06 Aug - God is: Fore-knowing -part 1
column 10 AUG - " God IS universal truth " column
13 Aug - MISSION = Ron Sennert = Awana update ((PASTOR GONE))
column 17 AUG - " God IS personal truth " column
20 Aug - God is: Fore-loving - part 2 ((what we experience, monergism & synergism. foreknowledge for sanctification etc
column 24 AUG - " God IS wise " column
27 Aug - KALEB MILLER
- Kaleb Miller -&- me talk about LifeBook giveaways
column 31 AUG - " God IS good " column
03 Sep - God is: Perfect Providence (prayer &tc) - relationship to foreknowledge &tc
column 07 SEP - " God IS grace " part 1
10 Sep - MISSIONGUEST - Dr. Tim Rice, Gideons -/// AND COMMUNION & =9-11 Sunday ?insert? tim rice= 712-225-4347
column 14 SEP - "God IS gracious" - part 2" ........no " 9/11 etc " column
17 Sep - God is: Just - Righteous in Wrath
column 21 SEP - "God IS infinite love " part 1
24 Sep - God is: Judge & Rewarder- more about HELL & heaven ??
column 28 SEP - "God IS costly love " part 2
01 Oct - God IS: Awesome & Abba not Allah"
= God IS: LIVING WATER ???
column 05 oct - "God IS fully fore-knowing"1 =? predestination? God 3-in-One ?
08 Oct - Harold Youtzy, Gospel Mission
column 12 OCT - "God IS knowing you"2 column
this might take THREE Columns ???
15 Oct - Mark Doss, EFCA Central District
column 19 OCT - "God IS foreever fore-loving"3 column
22 Oct = 2pet 1:1-5 - do the math- equal, multiply, don't divide, add to faith = CongMtg / COMMUNION
column 26 OCT - "God IS salvation"4 column = paper SKIPPED this week
29 Oct = 2pet 1:5-10 - add 2 your faith -sanctification- FIVE SOLAS 500th anniversary of Reformation
column 2 Nov - "God IS salvation"4 column

05 Nov = 2pet 1:10-16 confirm your calling = ((God's Assurance))--- international persecuted believers
column 9 Nov - "God IS perfect providence " column

12 Nov = 2pet 1:16-21 something more sure- sola scriptura ((God's Sure Word)) =REF
column 16 Nov - "God provides " column

19 Nov = 2pet 2:1-3,10-19 false teachers - Christ alone, scripture alone --- OCC packing party
column 23 Nov THANKSGIVING DAY - "God IS awesome -not allah- abba- attributes wrap-up ???
COLUMN= sermon for 11-26 = pilgrims, reformation, America, &tc
column 9 Nov - "God IS just - righteous wrath " column
column 16 Nov - "God IS judge-rewarder-hell-heaven

26 Nov = Thanksgiving - weave togther false teachers & pilgrims & reformation & America
03 Dec = Advent-1 - pt 1 -prophecies about Jesus
column 7 Dec - "prophecies about Jesus " column-1

10 Dec = Advent-2 - pt 2 -prophecies about Jesus
column 14 Dec - "prophecies about Jesus " column-2

17 Dec = Advent-3 - Childrens Program
column 21 Dec - "prophecies about Jesus " column-3

24 Dec = Advent-4
column 28 Dec - "prophecies about Jesus " column-4 or God is Awesome - All about Jesus

31 Dec = Mission Update - HAFF/wilsons

column 9 Nov - "God IS just - righteous wrath " column
column 16 Nov - "God IS judge-rewarder-hell-heaven
column 16 Nov - "God IS Awesome - all about Jesus - DEC 28 column ???
column 16 Nov - "God IS Abba not Allah
Jan 04 column - Abba not Allah

26 Nov = ??? post-Thanksgiving??? RWM OFFERING - PS 103 or ? Living Water ? Our Father in Heaven ??
column 30 Nov - Prophets foretell Christ

03 Dec - 1-Advent -Lk 1:1-25 johnBaptist foretold
column 07 Dec - johnbaptist foretold

10 Dec - 2-Advent -Lk 1:26-56 = jesusChrist foretold = >>> \ COMMUNION - w.Follow.Hard >>???
column 14 Dec - jesusChrist foretold

17 Dec - 3-Advent -Lk 1:57-80 birth johnBaptist
column 21 Dec - birth johnBaptist..

24 Dec - 4-Advent -Lk 2:1-20 =nativity= Christmas Eve Day = nativity= 9:15am... 5pm...???
column 28 Dec - birth jesusChrist ???

31 Dec - WILSONS = New Year's Eve Day = COMMUNION= depends on December missionary
column 04 Jan - newYear column = read God's Word chronologically in 2018 etc options

05 Nov - 2 Peter 1:10-15 God's assurance
12 Nov - 2 Peter 1:16-21 God's sure Word
19 Nov - 2 Peter 2:1-3,10-19 false teaching - twisting God's Word - false twisters
column Advent - 3 = New Year column - read God's Word chronologically in 2018
03 Dec = Luke 1:1-25 - birth of John Baptist foretold
10 Dec = Luke 1:26-56 - birth of Jesus foretold & Mary's Magnificat
17 Dec = Luke 1:57-80 - birth of John Baptist & Zechariah's prophecy
24 Dec = CHRISTMAS EVE......4th ADVENT = Luke 2:1-20 Jesus' birth

REVISED = at least nine 9 sessions...
22 Oct = 2pet 1:1-4 grace & peace multiplied
- faith-grace =REF + synopsis of 1 Peter = foreknown to sanctification 2pet = follow up attributes CONG
MTG -COMMUNION Reformation LORDSPRAYER
29 Oct = 2pet 1:5-9 add to your faith ((=sanctification=))
- faith-grace =REF - 500th anniversary of Reformation?
05 Nov = 2pet 1:10-15 confirm your calling ((=assurance=))
12 Nov = 2pet 1:16-21 something more sure ((=sufficiency of Script=))
?? nope& 3:14-18 - sola scriptura =REF - international persecuted believers
19 Nov = 2pet 2:1-3,10-19 false teachers ((=anti-gnosticism= more))
- Christ =REF (false prophets-teachers) - OCC boxes packing party... segway to TRUE PROPHETS
26 Nov = Thanks for the Reformation -&- interlude... RWM OFFRNG THANKSGIVING interlude ??
REFORMATION SERMON or PS 103 or Living Water? Our Father in Heavn = propheceis of Jesus birth
03 Dec = Luke 1:1-25 - birth of John Baptist foretold
10 Dec = Luke 1:26-56 - birth of Jesus foretold & Mary's Magnificat
17 Dec = Luke 1:57-80 - birth of John Baptist & Zechariah's prophecy COMMUNION 3or10
24 Dec = CHRISTMAS EVE......4th ADVENT = Luke 2:1-20 Jesus' birth
24 Dec = CHRISTMAS EVE......5 pm = very brief devotional...see prev

VIDEO - the whole Bible in 5 minutes video = all about Jesus
https://churchleaders.com/pastors/videos-for-pastors/252048-excellent-summary-whole-biblekids.html
31 Dec = WILSONS MISSIONARY UPDATE
26 Nov = 2pet 2:4-10,20-22 judgment......or

07 jan = 2 pet 2:4-10,20-22 judgment = also "glory" of Christ-sproul = could be standalone mssg
03 Dec = 2pet 3:1-7 scoffers day of the Lord......or 1st ADVENT ???

14 Jan = 2 pet 3:1-7 last days scoffers
10 Dec = 2pet 3:8-13 day of the Lord......2nd ADVENT ???

21 Jan = 2 pet 3:8-13 day of the Lord
17 Dec = 2pet 3:14-18:grow in grace & knowledge......3rd ADVENT ???

28 Jan = 2 pet 3:14-18 grow in grace & knowledge = ANNUAL MTG
new series starts in February = unless snow days

FOR COLUMN God IS: Awesome (not Allah) - amazaing (communicable), awesome (non-comm), not Allah = 3 parts
God is AWESOME... God is ABBA not Allah... God is ALL ABOUT JESUS

??? God IS: Our Father in Heaven (Lords Prayer) = sproul, SBC article, outline ready,etc
God IS: Living Water (coincide with Living Water Church) >?? = "generous church reset" = living & GIVING, like God...
God IS: Our Father in Heaven (more on God as Father, perhaps Lords Prayer, etc) - see SBC article & Sproul &tc=outline ready!
God IS: Providence = more on sovereignty & freewill & how God works in our daily lives to accomplish His purposes
God is: wrap-up attributes...predestination...prayer power &tc...PROVIDENCE,perseverance
God is: Awesome = or pt.2 wrap-up of attributes..about ??? - go thru whole list = worship Him !!! OR = God is 3-in-One

God is: NOT ALLAH = do a "wrap-up" sermon of each attribute contrasted w/Allah & Islam
500th anniversary of Reformation - why does it matter today ? = study of 2nd Peter= primary goal
salvation by grace alone thru faith alone in Christ alone for God's glory alone, accrdng to Scripture alone
sola Scriptura - Scripture alone = YOU and God's Word, your Bible
sola fide - faith alone = YOU and your faith
sola gratia - grace alone = YOU and God's grace
solus Christus - Christ alone = YOU and God's Christ (efca doctrinal statement etc)
soli Deo gloria - God's glory alone = YOU and God's plan
order to look briefly at some foundational doctrines—the five solas of the Reformation (sola
Scriptura, sola fide, sola gratia, solus Christus, soli Deo gloria).
see REF STUDY BIBLE Outline p1820 & compare to ESV study Bible = See COLIN SMITH ???
2 PET 1:1-15 - make your calling & election sure = FIDE -&- GRATIUS
2 PET 1:16-21 - Christ's glory & the prophetic Word = SCRIPTURA - & 3:14-18
2 PET 2:1-22 - false prophets & false teachers = CHRISTUS
2 PET 3:1-13 - the Day of the Lord will come = GLORIA
2 PET 3:14-18 - Final Words
HEBREWS outline & resources...reformed seminary https://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/5575/52761758/5769637_/feeds.feedblitz.com/~/t/0/0/challies/~https://ww
w.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCAY0TrYCQiOp48c63IZoCjRfcZtCbUlv
GENESIS outline & resources...
POWERFUL PRINCIPLE... practical Christian living... intentionally from God's perspective, by His power.

use this = You are transformed by God's truth and the power of the Holy Spirit, as you
trust and obey. Step out in faith, believe what God says, and live it out by His power.
That's how you grow, putting off the old and putting on the new.
operative principle - sp of God works W.of God so the ppl of God become like the Son of God

2 PETER sermon series
https://www.monergism.com/search?keywords=2+peter&format=All

part 1 - GOD IS: FULLY FORE-KNOWING = 5 oct
1- God has never had to learn anything.
2- God knows and fore-knows everything perfectly.

3- God's foreknowledge is is not merely foresee
part 2 - GOD KNOWS YOU ((God is: Fore-knowledge = 12 oct
1- God fore-knew the Lord Jesus Christ
2- God fore-knew those who will trust Jesus
3- Do you know God through Jesus?
part 3 - GOD IS: FOREVER FORE-LOVING = 19 oct
1- God fore-loved in eternity past
2- You experience God finishing what He begins
3- God fore-loves for eternity future
part 3 - THE GOLDEN CHAIN OF SALVATION = 26 oct
3- focus on the present tense experience with explaining how the links are linked...
GOD IS: perfect Providence = 2 nov
GOD IS: JUST & righteous in wrath = 9 nov
GOD IS: JUDGE & rewarder = heaven & hell ?? = 16 nov
GOD IS: AWESOME & All About Jesus ? = 23 nov = THANKSGIVING
GOD IS: ABBA NOT ALLAH & All About Jesus = 30 nov
advent 1- 07 dec
advent 2 - 14 dec
advent 3 - 21 dec
new year - 28 dec

REVISED = at least nine 9 sessions...
22 Oct = 2pet 1:1-4 grace & peace multiplied
- faith-grace =REF + synopsis of 1 Peter = foreknown to sanctification 2pet = follow up attributes CONG
MTG -COMMUNION Reformation LORDSPRAYER
29 Oct = 2pet 1:5-9 add to your faith ((=sanctification=))
- faith-grace =REF - 500th anniversary of Reformation?
05 Nov = 2pet 1:10-15 confirm your calling ((=assurance=))
12 Nov = 2pet 1:16-21 something more sure ((=sufficiency of Script=))
?? nope& 3:14-18 - sola scriptura =REF - international persecuted believers
19 Nov = 2pet 2:1-3,10-19 false teachers ((=anti-gnosticism= more))
- Christ =REF (false prophets-teachers) - OCC boxes packing part
26 Nov = Thanks for the Reformation -&- interlude... RWM OFFRNG
26 Nov = 2pet 2:4-10,20-22 judgment......or THANKSGIVING interlude ??
REFORMATION SERMON or PS 103 or Living Water? Our Father in Heavn
03 Dec = Luke 1:1-25 - birth of John Baptist foretold
03 Dec = 2pet 3:1-7 scoffers day of the Lord......or 1st ADVENT ???
10 Dec = Luke 1:26-56 - birth of Jesus foretold & Mary's Magnificat
10 Dec = 2pet 3:8-13 day of the Lord......2nd ADVENT ???
17 Dec = Luke 1:57-80 - birth of John Baptist & Zechariah's prophecy
17 Dec = 2pet 3:14-18:grow in grace & knowledge......3rd ADVENT ???
24 Dec = CHRISTMAS EVE......4th ADVENT = Luke 2:1-20 Jesus' birth
24 Dec = CHRISTMAS EVE......5 pm = very brief devotional...see prev

VIDEO - the whole Bible in 5 minute video = all about Jesus
https://churchleaders.com/pastors/videos-for-pastors/252048-excellent-summary-whole-biblekids.html

31 Dec = WILSONS MISSIONARY UPDATE

07 jan = 2 pet 2:4-10,20-22 judgment = also "glory" of Christ-sproul
14 Jan = 2 pet 3:1-7 last days scoffers
21 Jan = 2 pet 3:8-13 day of the Lord
28 Jan = 2 pet 3:14-18 grow in grace & knowledge = ANNUAL MTG
new series starts in February = unless snow days

monergism = objective (( ordo salutis )) &tc
synergism = subjective ((sanctification))

2017.12.31 - church cancelled
column "Got Good Questions?"
2018.01.07 - Got Good Questions? God's providence for new year resolutions
column "God's Righteous Wrath" from 17 Sept
2018.01.14 - 2 Pet 2 - Destruction & Rescue - Jude - Religious Freedom Sunday-video
column "God's Redeeming Wrath" pt-2
2018.01.21 - Communion & 2 Pet 2 False Teachers ((nature of Christ - & Jude?)
column "God is: Righteous Judge" pt-1
- Sanctity of Human Life - video ???
2018.01.28 - 2 Pet 2 - "Dogs & Sows" = pt-2 - Jude
column "God is: Ultimate Reward" pt-2
2018.02.04 - 2 Pet 3 - "Last Days Scoffers" - Jude
column "God is: Awesome" -pt-1
2018.02.11 - 2 Pet 3 - "Day of the Lord"
column "God is: not Allah " -pt-2
2018.02.18 - 2 Pet 3 - "Reach Repentance"
column "2 Peter 1 - multiplied grace" -1-2 = pt-1
2018.02.25 - 2 Pet 3 - "New Heavens & Earth"
column "2 Peter 1 - all that you need" -3-4 = pt-2
2018.03.04 - Communion & 2 Pet 3 - "grow in grace"
column "2 Peter 1 - add to your faith" - 5-10 = pt-1
2018.03.11 - 2 Pet 3 - "twisting the Scriptures" or JUDE - pt-1
column "2 Peter 1 - forgiven your sins" - 5-10 = pt-2
2018.03.18 - ??? preparation for Palm Sunday=Good Friday=Easter ?? or JUDE pt-2
column "2 Peter 1 - blessed assurance" - 10-15 = pt-1
2018.03.25 - Palm Sunday - Childrens Program - Triumphal Entry - VIDEO - repeat ok
column "GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER
Good Friday message " ??? "
2018.04.01 - EASTER - Resurrection!
- VIDEO - possible Living Water Church ?
column "2 Peter 1 - blessed assurance" - 10-15 = pt-2
2018.04.08 - Bible Story = 2 Sam 7 - Throne = Jesus Reigns & "I will build you a house"
column "2 Peter 1 - God's sure Word" - 15-21 = pt-1
2018.04.15 - Bible Story = 2 Sam 12 - Prophet - how has God spoken to us?
column "2 Peter 1 - God's sure Word" - 15-21 = pt-2
2018.04.22 - Communion & Bible Story 1 Kings 8 Temple - God in us
column "2 Pet 2 - False Teachers" - 1-3 - pt 1
2018.04.29 - Building the Temple - lessons for Riverside from David & Solomon = more?
column "2 Pet 2 -Destruction & Rescue
2018.05.06 - Bible Story Prov 8-9,31 - Wisdom
column "mothers day ?? OR more False Teachers
2018.05.13 - Bible Story 1 Kings 18 - distinguishing marks of authentic worship
column "2 Pet 2 -Dogs & Sows & False Teachers
2018.05.20 - Bible Story column "memorial day ?? OR 2 Pet 3 - Last Days Scoffers
2018.05.27 column "2 Pet 3 -Day of the Lord
2018.06.03 - Communion & VBS ??
column "2 Pet 3 - Reach Repentance
2018.06.10 - ? vacation ?? - or just take one Sunday and do three Sundays in October ??
column "2 Pet 3 - New Heavens & Earth
2018.06.17 - VACATION
column "2 Pet 3 - Twisting the Scriptures

COMMUNION SUNDAYS - 2018
21 Jan - annual mtg
04 Mar
22 Apr
03 Jun - vbs
22 July
09 Sept
28 Oct - reformation
09 Dec
COMMUNION SUNDAYS - 2019
20 Jan - annual mtg
SYC DATES
12 Mar - pizza ranch tip night
27-29 Apr - turkey
18-19 Aug - fundraiser
28-30 Sept - deer
OTHER DATES
01 Apr - Easter
13 May - (Mothers Day)
27 May - (Memorial Day Sunday)
03 Jun - Communion & VBS
?? July - Living Water Church Choir
?? July - All-Church PICNIC
4-12 Aug - okoboji conf
28 Aug - charles crain
VACATION SUNDAYS
10 June - Lanesboro
17 June - take 1.5 weeks
07 Oct - New Hampshire
14 Oct - take 2.5 weeks
MISSIONS COMMITTEE
THANK YOU!! for your ministry - so much appreciated!!
I've been asked for more detail regarding the church calendar, so passing this along to also help
our missions team schedule visits by our missionary partners. Here are some highlights as of
now. Should have more info for the Feb mtg when select new officers & contacts &tc:
JAN 07 - HAFF Wilsons (thank you! Karen)
FEB 04 - Avant Holms (thank you! Cherri)
MAR ?? - 04=Communion but OK for missionary to come
APR ?? - Easter is April 1
MAY ?? - any Sunday ok
JUN ?? - 03 = Communion & VBS so not OK for missionary to come
Jun 10 - pastor vacation = good Sunday for mission partner
Jun 17 - pastor vacation - "
JULY ?? - any Sunday OK, also scheduling All-Church Picnic in July
AUG ?? - okoboji=4-12, syc=18-19, crain concert=aug28; good month for Awana
SEPT ?? - communion=sept9 but ok for missionary to come

OCT ?? - need to fill 07 & 14
Oct 07 - pastor vacation = good Sunday for mission partner (or 14)
Oct 14 - pastor vacation - "
NOV ?? - Operation Christmas Child (thank you, Laura!)
DEC ?? - communion=Dec9 but ok for missionary to come
NOTE: Pastor wishes he could be here for every missionary, but it does work well to have a
missionary one of the two Sundays of June & October when Pastor is gone ((Pastor & Elders
approve pulpit supply whenever Pastor is gone so the other two Sundays will be arranged)).
NOTE ALSO that pastor expects to be here whenever Living Water Church gets scheduled this
year... good months= April, May, July, Sept... possibly Mar or Dec (except for weather).
Avant - Holms....February
Awana Clubs
Bike Park
Bridge - Dahlauser
Gideons
Gospel Mission
HAFF - Wilsons...January
Jessica Skelton
Living Water Church
Noriegas - Peru
Operation Christmas Child...November
SYC
Jan 14 - 2 Pet 2:1-10 - Destruction & Rescue
Jan 21 - Communion & 2 Pet 2:10-16 - False Teachers
Jan 28 - 2 Pet 2:17-22 - "Dogs & Sows"
Feb 04 - 2 Pet 3:1-4 - "Last Days Scoffers"
Feb 11 - 2 Pet 3:5-7 - "Day of the Lord"
Feb 18 - 2 Pet 3:8-9 - "Reach Repentance"
Feb 25 - 2 Pet 3:10-13 - "New Heavens & Earth"
Mar 04 - Communion & 2 Pet 3:18 - "Grow in grace"
Mar 11 - 2 Pet 3:14-18 - "Twisting the Scriptures"
Mar 18 - ?? transition to Holy Week or snow-day catch-up?
Mar 25 - Palm Sunday - ?Childrens Program?
Mar 30 - Good Friday service at Riverside
Apr 01 - Easter Sunday

Job - suffering
Job - resurrection
Job - revelation
Proverbs 8-9 - wisdom
Holiness - Isaiah 6
UNLOCKING THE BIBLE STORY - Colin Smith series
2 Sam 7 - Throne - of David (promised offspring = build you a House)
2 Sam 12 - Prophet - How has God spoken to us?
1 Kngs 8 - Temple - Where can we go to meet with God?
1 Kngs 18 - Worship - Distinguishing marks of authentic worship
Psalms ??? which ones ???
Proverbs 8-9 = wisdom Colin Smith
Ecclesiastes
Obadiah
Jonah
Isaiah 1-8 = holiness Isa 6 Colin Smith
Amos
Isaiah 9-12
Micah
2 Kngs 17 - Sin - what is sin & why is it so serious? = Colin Smith
Isaiah 13-27
Hosea = Love Hos 11 Colin Smith
Isaiah 28-66 = comfort Isa 40 Colin Smith; Servant Is 42,49,53; Calling Isa 55;
Nahum
2 Kngs 22-23 - Righteousness - how can it be established in our land? Colin Smith
Zephaniah
Jeremiah 1-40 = Heart Jer 31 Colin Smith
Habakkuk = Faith, Colin Smith
Jeremiah 41-52
Lamentations = Tears - Colin Smith
Ezekiel = Glory Eze 1,10 Colin Smith; Ezek 34 Shepherd; Breath Ezek 37;
Joel
Daniel = Alien, Daniel 1 Colin Smith;
Ezra
Haggai
Zechariah
Esther
Ezra
Nehemiah = Joy, Colin Smith
Malachi = Hope, Mal 4 - Colin Smith
THEN START ALL OVER WITH "GEMS IN GENESIS"

PASTORS COLUMN – 2018.01.25

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
RIGHTEOUS JUDGE
Are you absolutely 100% sure about anything? Ben Franklin reminds, "nothing is as certain as death and
taxes." We resist. But subconsciously we know we deserve the penalty, and must pay what we owe. God
stands as eternal reminder. Hebrews 9:27, "it is appointed for a man once to die, and after that comes
judgment." God is the righteous judge. His holy character points to the reality of a day of reckoning.
Sinners are proved guilty as charged. Romans 1 lists unrighteous rebellions. Romans 2 asks, "Do you
suppose, O man, you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself, that you will
escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume upon the riches of His kindness and forbearance and
patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard
and impentitent heart, you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous
judgment will be revealed." JI Packer observes, "knowledge of future judgment is always a summons to
present repentance. Only the penitent will be prepared for judgment when it comes."
Reality of judgment: Acts 17:30 warns, "God commands all people everywhere to repent, because He
has fixed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom He has appointed; and
of this He has given assurance to all by raising Him from the dead." All men by one man. Christ's return is
marked on God's calendar. Then you will give personal account of yourself to Almighty God, who knows
all things. Romans 2:16, "that day when God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus." Matthew 12:36,
"I tell you on the day of judgment, people will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your
words you will be justified or condemned." God doesn't need Google or Echo or NSA to collect every
computer keystroke, every conversation. Neuroscience says our brains record every experience of life.
Hebrews 4:12, "God discerns even thoughts and intents of your heart." Thoughts, words, deeds, attitudes,
actions. Your life is already laid bare before the Creator who made you, and is your righteous judge.
Precision of punishment: The holy God of perfect truth and justice will pronounce personal judgment in
accord with your personal sins. Romans 2, "He will render to each one according to his works: to those
who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortaility, He will give eternal life; but for
those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth but obey unrighteousenss, there will be wrath and
fury. There will be tribulation for every human being who does evil. For God shows no partiality." God is a
righteous judge, though most people prefer a caricature. Confirmation bias: human beings select,
interpret, and remember information to confirm pre-existing beliefs. Most people picture their good deeds
outweighing their bad deeds. But the rest of Romans blasts this self-centered concept to smithereens.
First, it is qualitative judgment. You are compared to the perfect law of God which extends from His
perfect character. Even if it were possible for you to do more good deeds than bad, just to break one law
of God means you're not perfect and deserve death. James 2:10 doesn't say all sins are equal, it says
any one sin earns the penalty. Romans 3:23, all have sinned and fall short of the perfect glory of God.
Romans 6:23, the wages of sin is death. If there is any sin, you are not perfect. Judgment day will prove
that your evil deeds, words, thoughts, outweigh anything good in you. God's light of truth will expose all
sin. John 3:36, "whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him."
Second, it is quantitative judgment. 2 Corinthians 5:10 "for we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good
or evil." RC Sproul says it will be like a criminal getting mutliple life sentences for each count of a capital
charge against him. We get "an eye for an eye" from the righteous God of justice, perfect truth, and
holiness. And to be perfectly fair, justice demands punishment commensurate with the sins committed.
The surety of hell: The wages of sin is spiritual death, earned by the ungodly unrighteousness of all who
rebel against God. Jesus describes hell as a place of incineration, eternal punishment, weeping, grinding
of teeth, where the worm does not die and fire is not quenched, the lake of fire prepared for the devil and
fallen angels. The reality is that sinners choose their final end. Packer says "Hell is God's gesture of
respect for human choice." Sproul says eternal conscious torment is appalling, and is meant to be. And
reality will be far more dreadful than we can imagine. It will be the absence of God's mercy and grace,
and the presence of His justice and wrath against sin. Are you sure you want what you deserve?

PASTORS COLUMN – 2018.01.18

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
REDEEMING WRATH
What good would a God be who would not right what's wrong? Certainly not worthy of worship. Last time
we looked at God's righteous wrath. 1- It is abiding, ready to be released in terrible judgment. God's wrath
is necessary, because He is holy and righteous. His wrath is consistent with His character and warnings
in history. 2- God's wrath is abandoning, leaving sinners to what they demand. And it is consequential.
Refuse His saving grace and God says, OK, have it your way.
God's wrath is catastrophic. It brings deserved destruction. In Genesis 6-8, "the earth was corrupt in
God's sight and filled with violence." The flood of God's righteous wrath covered the whole world. But He
saved eight people, Noah and his family, to renew His covenant with His creation. In Genesis 18-19, "The
Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven, and overthrew it, and
behold the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace." Ruth Graham, wife of the famous
evangelist, remarking about the state of sin in America, said, "If God doesn't judge America soon, He will
have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah." Her parents were missionaries in Pyongyang, the Jerusalem
of the East, before Communism. Today, missionaries send tracts and Bibles to North Korea by balloons,
smuggling and radio, helping the persecuted underground church. Will judgment come again? A frightful
prospect for anyone who says no to God. But there's more to Gods wrath than righteousness.
3- God's wrath is atoning - because Jesus satisfied God's righteous wrath. "Atoning wrath" almost
sounds like a contradiction in terms. But it goes right to the heart of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Romans
1:16, "the gospel is the power of God for salvation, for in it the righteousness of God is revealed." This is
in contrast to Romans 1:18 which says "the wrath of God is revealed" because of inexcusable sin. Pastorauthor John Piper says "the wisdom of God devised a way for the love of God to deliver sinners from the
wrath of God, while not compromising the righteousness of God." The way is the Lord Jesus Christ,
(Romans 3:25) through "propitiation" by His blood, paying for sin and satisifying God's righeous wrath.
But God's wrath is also eternal. John 3: 36, "whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever
does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him." Forever. Matthew 25:41,
"then He will say to those on His left, depart from Me you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels. And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
Revelation 20:15, "If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake
of fire." Unimaginable drowning in the lake of fire forever. The earned wages of rejecting God.
God's wrath is eschatalogical. It will come in fullness at the end of human time. Judgment can come on
any person, culture or nation at any time. Yet God has appointed a day to wrap up human history, when
Christ comes again. The scene in Revelation 19: "I saw heaven opened and behold a white horse. The
one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes are
flames of fire, He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood" of His enemies (Isaiah 63). From His mouth comes
a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the
Almighty." This will surpass all the wrath of His historical judgments in Scripture. Romans 2:4 asks "do
you suppose you will escape the judgment of God? Do you presume upon the riches of the kindness and
forbearance and patience of God? Which is meant to lead you to repentance. But because of your hard
impenitent heart, you store up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath." God's righteous judgment.
But thanks to God, His wrath provides a way out, through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
God's wrath is redemptive. Because Jesus suffered the wrath you deserve. In Exodus, God's wrath
passed over houses with the blood of the lamb on the door. The Bible says Jesus is the passover lamb,
God's firstborn who bore the wrath of God on the cross. Romans 5:9, " justified by His blood, much more
shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God." 1 Thessalonians 5:9 "God has not destined us for wrath,
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us that we might live through Him."
You know you deserve eternal wrath. But Jesus endured all of God's wrath against sin. If you put all your
trust in Him alone, then you will escape wrath. Jesus says "come to Me, live forever through Me." What
will it be for you? Rebel and perish? Or trust and obey? Your way or God's way?

PASTORS COLUMN – 2018.01.11

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
RIGHTEOUS WRATH
With the New Year well upon us, we return to our study of God's attributes. We've explored His eternal
and sovereign self-existence, His unlimited holiness, power, knowledge, His everlasting wisdom, love,
grace, and much more. We've examined God's providence as He works out His will. We turn now to more
somber subjects. God is redeemer, but He is also the judge of all mankind.
Theologian SJ Lawson notes, "the wrath of God is a necessary extension of His holiness, because God is
infinitely pure. He hates sin and loves righteousness. He cannot be neutral toward sin. There is in God a
determined indignation against all that is unholy. His divine wrath by necessity must react against all that
does not conform to the purity of His holiness." Tha all-knowing and all-holy God is your Judge.
1- God's wrath is abiding - ready to be released in terrible judgment. Somehow we know this inside, that
we are wrong and will be found out. Romans 1:18-20 says "the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth."
God reveals Himself to all mankind through creation, so that we "are without excuse." The issue is clear:
"whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God remains on him" (John 3:36).
God's wrath is necessary, because God is just, righteous, and holy. Whatever contradicts His perfect
nature is "sin," which cannot exist in the perfect purity of His presence. We so easily excuse our sin, but
fail to realize how utterly it opposes the righteous character of God. That's why God is "right" to judge sin.
His grace and love never contradict His justice and holiness (Isaiah 30:18, Deuteronomy 32:4, Psalm 5:6,
7:11). It's like a dazzling diamond which shines ever brighter on a black velvet background. In the same
way we cannot truly comprehend God's grace apart from the reality of His wrath against sin. Both are part
of His perfect divine nature.
God's wrath is also consistent throughout the Bible. The eight words for degrees of anger in the Old
and New Testaments contrast in dozens of references with His everlasting love for His people (Numbers
25:3, Zechariah 1:15 etc). God's wrath in Scripture is often pictured in anthropomorphic terms, that is,
framing the concept in ways we humans can understand. His wrath is intense fury, a fierce oven, lethal
venom, or the flaring nostrils of an attacking animal. But not in wild abandon. God's holy nature never
changes, and He is always in control of His anger (unlike us). Lawson says that's why God's wrath is so
scary. And so right. His wrath against sin is a righteous expression of His love. How could you worship a
God who would not or could not deal with sin, and make everything right? A sovereign who does not right
wrongs is not worthy of the title. Thankfully, God is just and righteous. Even in His wrath.
2- God's wrath is abandoning - leaving sinners to what they demand. Speaking of the ungodly who
suppress the truth about God, expressing their rebellion in futile thinking and foolish, even filthy, behavior,
Romans 1 says "God gave them up" to what they wanted, the lusts of the flesh that dishonor their bodies.
RC Sproul notes, "we experience the grace of an infinite God, but grace is not infinite. God sets limits to
His patience and forbearance. He warns us over and over again that someday the ax will fall and His
judgment will be poured out." What a terrifying prospect, to get just what you wanted, and deserve.
God's wrath is consequential, so that people get the natural result of their disobedience, the outcome of
sin. "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 3:23, 6:23). "God is not mocked, you will reap what you sow"
(Galatians 6:7, Hosea 8:7). You earn your own judgment. God is good and gracious but time cannot wait
forever for you to repent. Proverbs 1:28, "They will call upon Me but I will not answer, because they hated
knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord and despised all My reproof. Therefore they shall eat
the fruit of their way, and have their fill of their own devices." Refuse His saving grace, run the clock out
on His mercy, and God in effect says, "OK then, have it your way." You're turned over to your own sin.
Next time we'll look at the catastrophic reality of God's wrath, along with good news. God's wrath is also
atoning, because Jesus bore the punishment for sin, in His own body. So the redemptive and eternal and
eschatological aspects of God's righteous wrath give us great hope. Because Jesus!

Jn3:36 whoever blvs in th Son has eternal life, bt whoevr does not obey
th Son shall not see life, bt th wrath of G. remains on him. =abiding...
bcz=G's wrath is necessary. Bcz He is just,righteous,holy. =part of
truth abt God, His divine nature. He =perfectly holy, pure, righteus & ther4 He is just in His wrth agnst sin
=whtvr cntrdcts His prfect rtnss.
Is30:18 thL is G.of justice; Dt32:4 all H.ways r just, G.w.o injustice
How could U worship a God who would not deal with sin & make evrythng right ? =God is just! "God is
God of love, grace, forgivng" -but not at expnse of His justice. Ladies look at Ur ring - dazzlng beauty
diamond greatly enhancd whn viewed on backdrop of black velvet. Thn th fire comes alive! = in same way
we cannot comprehend God's grace apart frm His wrath. God's grace undeserved bcz we deserve His
wrath. Both=part of His divine nature. & we could never appreciate His grace apart from reality of His
wrath. Ps 7:11 God is a righteus judge, who feels indigntn every day. If man does not repent, God will
whet His sword, He has bent & readied His bow. He has prepard fr him His deadly weapns. Ps5:6 G hate
all evldors, destroy those who speak lies, abhors th bloodthirsty & deceitful man. puritn J.Edwrds sinners
in th hnds of angry G: there is th dreadfl pit of glowng flames of th wrth of God; there is hell's wide gapng
mouth open, &if U have nthng to stnd upn nor anythng to take hold of, there is nthng btwn U & hell bt th
air; it is only th power& mere pleasur of God tht holds U up" G's jdgmnt prprd=full measure whn U die
bcz=God's wrath is consistent. Same in OT as NT. half dozen words degrees of anger, all in contrast
to His love for & pleasure in His ppl. Same God in OT & NT and human nature same today as frm
begnnng.
Num25:3 Israel bowed down to pagan gods, idols &the anger of th Lord was kindld agnst Israel. Fierce
anger =like roaring fire destroys. & th idolaters were put to death. His wrath =expression of His love.
Zch1:15 thus sez th LofHosts I am excdngly jealous for Jerus&Zion. & I am exceedngly angry at th
nations who sin. =anthropomorphic words picturs wrath= intense fury, fierce burnng oven wrath, lethal
venom, flaring nostrils of attckng animal, or man pursuing enemy w.great angr
also NT= 2words &~2dozen refs of degrees of anger alwys in control. SJL=why God's wrath scary,
calculated, so right,so holy, so necessary.
God's wrath opposite of blazing purity & holinss whr sin canot exist.
#2- God's wrth is abandoning...leaving sinners to wht they demand.
p11

17 SEPT 2017 –Riverside Church–Rev.Grant Mangold *RECORD*
 CALL.TO.WORSHP = Isaiah 33 excerpts Hear th.Word of th.LORD -

O L, be gracious to us; we wait for U. Be our arm evry mornng, our salvation in th time of trble. At th
tumltus noise ppls flee; whn U lift Urself up, nations are scatterd, & Ur spoil is gatherd as th caterpillar
gathrs; as locusts leap, it is leapt upon. Ur breath is a fire tht consumes, like thorns cut down & burnd in
th fire. Th Lis exalted, for He dwells on high; He will fill Zion w.justice & righteousness, & He will be th
stability of Ur times, abundance of salvation, wisdom, & knowledge; th fear of th L is Zions treasure. For
th LORD is our judge; th LORD is our lawgiver; th LORD is our king; He will save us...
May God bless the hearing & our heeding of His holy Word -Amen!

 ANNCE offrng gideons..TP..spuds..awana..rwm..23rd..syc..occ..etc..
 GREET  PRAISE  PRAY today=constitution day, 17Sept1787 const cong cmpltd doc guarantees
God-given liberties. ctw Is33:22 insp 3 brnches
**RECORD** Hurricanes.

Floods. Wildfires. Violent protests. Racial unrest. Corruption &
disunity in government. Polarization of culture. N.Korea. Islamic terrorism. =What else? ...? Are
we experiencing the judgment of God? Is He pouring out His wrath upon th USA ???
...as we learn abt God's wrath perhaps U'll wonder if th real question isn't - why isn't there more
trouble & disaster in th world every day...
=Attrbtes, today, God is just: righteous in wrath. Scriptres~Hndout adapted from theologian
SJ lawson. Let's read tgthr p1116 pewBible Ro1:18-20: Fr th wrth of God is reveald frm hvn
agnst all ungodlnss & unrghtsnss of men, who by their unrghtnss supprss th truth. Fr wht can be
knwn abt God is plain to thm, bcz God has shwn it to thm. For His invsble attrbutes, namely His
etrnl powr & divine nature, hv been clrly percvd, evr since th creatn of th wrld, in th things tht

have been made. So they are w.o excuse. Wrath not just coming in future - it exists now, already
revealed. God is just, righteous in wrath = bcz of truth! =SJL "wrth of God is ncssry extnsn of
His holinss, bcz God is infinitely pure. He hates sin & loves rightness. He cannot be neutral
toward sin. There is in God a detrmnd indignatn agnst all tht is unholy. His dinve wrth by ncssty
mst react agnst all tht does nt cnfrm to th purity of His holnss
Lets look at some categories of God's wrath to better understand it...
#1- God's wrath is abiding...ready to be unleashd in terrble judgmnt
Ro1:18 -is revld frm hvn agnst all ungodlnss... like a violent storm, impndng doom, a dam ready
to break, tsunami harvey-irma-warnings
Jn3:36 whoever blvs in th Son has eternal life, bt whoevr does not obey
th Son shall not see life, bt th wrath of G. remains on him. =abiding...
bcz=G's wrath is necessary. Bcz He is just,righteous,holy. =part of
truth abt God, His divine nature. He =perfectly holy, pure, righteus & ther4 He is just in His wrth
agnst sin =whtvr cntrdcts His prfect rtnss.
Is30:18 thL is G.of justice; Dt32:4 all H.ways r just, G.w.o injustice
How could U worship a God who would not deal with sin & make evrythng right ? =God is just!
"God is God of love, grace, forgivng" -but not at expnse of His justice. Ladies look at Ur ring - dazzlng
beauty diamond greatly enhancd whn viewed on backdrop of black velvet. Thn th fire comes alive! = in
same way we cannot comprehend God's grace apart frm His wrath. God's grace undeserved bcz

we deserve His wrath. Both=part of His divine nature. & we could never appreciate His grace
apart from reality of His wrath. Ps 7:11 God is a righteus judge, who feels indigntn every day. If
man does not repent, God will whet His sword, He has bent & readied His bow. He has prepard
fr him His deadly weapns. Ps5:6 G hate all evldors, destroy those who speak lies, abhors th
bloodthirsty & deceitful man. puritn J.Edwrds sinners in th hnds of angry G: there is th dreadfl pit of
glowng flames of th wrth of God; there is hell's wide gapng mouth open, &if U have nthng to stnd upn nor
anythng to take hold of, there is nthng btwn U & hell bt th air; it is only th power& mere pleasur of God
tht holds U up" G's jdgmnt prprd=full measure whn U die

bcz=God's wrath is consistent. Same in OT as NT. half dozen words degrees of anger, all in
contrast to His love for & pleasure in His ppl. Same God in OT & NT and human nature same
today as frm begnnng.
Num25:3 Israel bowed down to pagan gods, idols &the anger of th Lord was kindld agnst Israel.
Fierce anger =like roaring fire destroys. & th idolaters were put to death. His wrath =expression
of His love. Zch1:15 thus sez th LofHosts I am excdngly jealous for Jerus&Zion. & I am
exceedngly angry at th nations who sin. =anthropomorphic words picturs wrath= intense fury,
fierce burnng oven wrath, lethal venom, flaring nostrils of attckng animal, or man pursuing
enemy w.great angr
also NT= 2words &~2dozen refs of degrees of anger alwys in control. SJL=why God's wrath
scary, calculated, so right,so holy, so necessary.
God's wrath opposite of blazing purity & holinss whr sin canot exist.
#2- God's wrth is abandoning...leaving sinners to wht they demand.
p1116 Rom1:21-23 for altho they knew God they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to
Him, bt they bcm futile in their thinking & their foolsh hearts were darkend. Claimng to be wise,
they bcm fools, & ex-chngd th glory of th immortal God for images resmblng mortal man & birds
& animals & creepng thngs. All thruOT&NT -anything worshpd aprt frm OneTrueGod deserves
wrath of God. Ro3:23 all sinnd &fall short of glry of God Ro6:23 wages/sin is death. prncple
sowng~reapng Gal6:7 God is not mockd, for whtvr one sows tht will he reap. Who sows to his
own flesh will frm th flesh reap corruptn. Hos8:7 My anger burns against them for they sow th
wind & they shall reap th whirlwnd
bcz =G's wrath is consequential, th natural result - outcome of sin.
p1116 Ro1:24 there4 God gave thm up in th lusts of their hearts to impurity, to th dishonoring of
their bodies amng thmselves, bcz they exchngd th truth of God for a lie & worshipd & servd th

creature rathr thn th Creator, who is blessed forevr. sproul=“we exprnce th grace of an infnte God,
bt grace is not infinite. G.sets limits to His patience & forbernce. He warns us ovr &ovr agn tht somday th
ax will fall & His jdgmnt will be poured out.”=what terrifying prospect= to be turnd ovr to Ur own

sins, but =what awaits anyone who refuses God's grace v26 G.gave thm up to dishnrble
passns,cntrry to nature,womn consmd w.passion for wmn & men cmmttng shamless acts w. men
& recvng in thmslvs th due pnlty for their error. v29 they were filld w.all manner of unrghtnss,
evil, covetousnss,malice,envy,murder,strife,deceit,gossips, slanders, haters of
God,insolent,haughty,boastful,inventors of evil,disobedient, foolish,faithless, heartless, ruthless.
tho they know Gods decree that those who practice such thngs deserve to die, they not only do
thm bt give apprvl to those who practice thm.=headlines,movies,tv, ?Ur life?
God will not wait forvr fr U repent. Prov1:28 they will call upn Me bt I will not answer, bcz they
hated knwldge & did not choose fear of thL & despised all My reproof. there4 they shall eat th
fruit of their way & have their fill of their own devices. God sez, OK, have it Ur way then
bcz =God's wrath is catastrophic...bringing deserved destruction.
Gen 6-8 Noah preached God's righteousness but th earth was corrupt in God's sight & filled
w.violence. ppl rejected God =& flood of God's
wrath covered whole world, saving only Noah-family. Gen19:1-29 thL
rained on Sdm&Gmrrh sulfur & fire frm thL out of hvn & overthrew it all & behold th smoke of
the land went up like th smoke of a furnace.
Ruth Graham, remarking about th state of sin in America, said If God
doesn't judge America soon He will have to apologize to Sdm&Gmrh
=?? 120 yrs ago N.korea so Christian, Pyongyang was considered 'Jerusalem of th east' -all changed
w.communism aftr ww2, now missionaries send tracts & Bibles to NK by wthr balloon & radio -undrgrnd
chrch...severe penalties.

#3- God's wrth is atoning...as Jesus satisfied God's righteous wrath.
Ro1:16 gospel=pwr of G.fr salvatn, fr in it th rightsnss of G.is reveald
vs v18 wrth of G.revld= abdng,necssry, consstnt, abandnng,cnsquntial catstrphc, also atonng.
Piper th wisdm of G devisd a way fr th love of G to delivr sinnrs frm th wrth of G whl nt
cmprmisng th rghtsnss of G
Ro3:25-6 =J.is propitiation by His blood= J.r'ness satisfies G's wrath.
bcz =God's wrath is eternal...everlasting torment earned by sinners
Jn3:36 whoevr belvs in th Son hs eternal life; whoevr does not obey th Son shall not see life, bt
th wrth of God remains on him. Forever.
Matt25:41 thn He will say to those on His left, depart frm Me U cursd into th eternal fire
prepared fo the devil & his angels. & these will go way into eternal punishment, bt th righteous
into etrnl life. Rev20:15 if anyones name was not found writtn in th book of life, he was thrown
into th lake of fire. Unimaginable, drowning in lake of fire forevr
bcz =G's wrath is eschatalogical. -th fullness at end of human time
Gods wrath can come on any person, culture, nation, at any time, yet
th completion of Gods wrath =is He wraps up human history= whn Christ comes agn, scene
Rev19:11 thn I saw hevn opnd & behold a white horse! Th one sitting on it is called Faithful &
True, & in righteousness He judges & makes war. His eyes are flames of fire, He is clothed in a
robe dipped in blood =(Isa63 blood of His enemies)
Frm His mouth comes a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will tread the winepress of
th fury of th wrath of God the Almighty. This will surpass all th wrath of His historical judgmnts
in Scripture.
Ro2:4 do U suppose U will escape th jdgmt of G? do U presume upn riches of kndss&
forberance& patience of G? meant to lead U to rptnc bt bcz Ur hard impenitent heart U store up
wrth fr Urself on day.f.wrth
bt, thx be to G, His wrth provids way out, thru rpntnc & faith in LJC

bcz =G's wrath is redemptive..bcz Jesus suffered th wrath U deserve
Ex.plagues - blood on door=passng ovr of G's wrth= Savior! passover lamb= G's 1stbrn took
wrth of God on cross...Rom5:9 Since ther4 we hv now bn justifd by His blood, mch more shll
we be savd by Him frm th wrth of G. “In savng us frm His own wrth, G.has done wht we cld nt do, &
He has done wht we didnt deserve.” 1ths5:9 Fr God hs nt destined us for wrath, bt to obtain slvtn
thru our LJC, who died fr us tht we might live w.Him U know U dsrv etrnl wrth - bt J. endured
wrth of God fr sin & if U pt Ur trust in Him U escp wrth. J sez come to Me& live forvr w.Me.
Wht will be f.U? rebel&perish or trst&obey? Ur way or G's way
 PRAYER =* RESPONSE =**OFFERING**= thx,coffee,TP,spuds, BEN 2thess 2:16 
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GOD IS: JUST -&- RIGHTEOUS IN WRATH
Romans 1:18-20 - “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unighteousness suppress the truth. They are without excuse.”
SJ Lawson “The wrath of God is a necessary extension of His holiness, because God is infinitely pure.
He hates sin and loves righteousness. He cannot be neutral toward sin. There is in God a
determined indignation against all that is unholy. His divine wrath by necessity
must react against all that does not conform to the purity of His holiness.”

1- God's wrath is abiding - ready to unleash terrible judgment
Rom 1:18-20; John 3:36
Necessary - because He is just, righteous, holy
Isa 30:18; Deut 32:1-6
Psalm 7:11; 5:6; 12:2
Consistent - through the Old and New Testaments
Num 25:3; Zech 1:15

2- God's wrath is abandoning - leaving sinners to what they demand
Rom 1:21-23; 3:23; 6:23
Gal 6:7; Hos 8:7
Consequential - the natural outcome of sin
Rom 1:24-32; Prov 1:20-33
Catastrophic - bringing deserved destruction
Gen 6-8; Gen 19:1-29

3- God's wrath is atoning - as Jesus satisfied God's righteous wrath
Rom 1:16-17; 3:25-26
John Piper “the wisdom of God devised a way for the love of God to deliver sinners
from the wrath of God, while not compromising the righteousness of God.”

Eternal - everlasting torment earned by sinners
John 3:36; Matt 25:41; Rev 20:15
Eschatalogical - in fulness at the end of history
Rev 19:11-16; Isa 63:1-6; Rom 2:3-5
Redemptive - as Jesus suffered the wrath you deserve
Exod 12:23; 1 Cor 5:7b
Rom 5:9; 1 Thess 5:9

ENGAGE~WORD~CHURCH~CULTURE...daily BIBLE reading
9-17
9-18
9-19
9-20
9-21
9-22
9-23

Isaiah 33:1-24 - judge, lawgiver, king
Romans 1:16-23 - the wrath of God
Romans 1:24-32 - God gave them up
Proverbs 1:20-32 - their own devices
John 3:16-21,32-36 - remains on him
Revelation 19:11-16 - fury of wrath
Romans 5:1-11 - saved from wrath

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.11.23

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
PILGRIM PSALM
How are persecution and Pilgrims like turkey and dressing? You don't celebrate Thanksgiving without
them! They pack the drama of our history with profound meaning, about the providence of God.
"O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever!" begins Psalm
107. Written about 2,500 years ago, it traces ancient Israelites returning from exile to the Promised Land.
But it's called the "Pilgrim Psalm" because it echoes the real-life experience of our famous 1600s flock of
freedom-seeking Christ-followers, deprived of basic human rights of religion, speech and assembly.
v5-12 "Their soul fainted within them. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and He
delivered them from their distress. He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell
in." Hounded by English authorities, in 1609 the Pilgrims finally escaped to Holland, where they found
some measure of religious freedom. Their pastor, John Robinson, was former dean of Cambridge
University. He taught them the Bible, along with foundational principles of religious, civil, and economic
freedom. But they lived in poverty. And a godless culture threatened to snatch away their children.
v13-22 "Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and He delivered them from their distress. He
brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and burst their bonds apart. Let them
thank the LORD for His steadfast love, and for His wondrous works." After much prayer, and with
formidable difficulty, including multiple betrayals, imprisonments, and humiliations, a few Pilgrims finally
set sail for the New World in September 1620, hoping to escape further trials or death.
v23-28 "Some went down to the sea in ships... the stormy wind lifted up the waves... their courage
melted away in their evil plight... they cried to the LORD and He delivered them." Intrepid faith
sustained them through a traumatic 66-day journey in tumultuous seas. Storms blew them far off course.
Their deprivations and impending winter left them in an extremely dangerous situation.
v29-31 "He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. Then they were glad
that the waters were quiet, and He brought them to their desired haven. Let them thank the LORD
for His steadfast love." Five hundred miles north of their Virginia destination, they had sailed to Cape
Cod. They found suitable harbor near Plymouth Rock. Already-cleared land had been abandoned years
before when a plague wiped out the Pawtuxet Indians. This was perhaps the only unclaimed land on the
entire eastern coast, and not occupied by openly hostile Indians. The providence of God!
v32-35 "Let them extol Him in the congregation of the people, and praise Him in the assembly of
the Elders." Forty-six men crowded into the captain's cabin on the 11th of November 1620. They had to
form their own government, to replace their official charter valid only for Virginia. They wrote the
Mayflower Compact, "In the name of God, Amen!" It describes their purpose to plant a colony for the glory
of God and to advancement of the Christian faith. World History Institute says this covenant to govern
themselves, is "the first-known document of its kind in history" and a model for more than 80 others.
v36-42 "there He lets the hungry dwell, and they establish a city to live in; they sow fields and
plant vineyards and get a fruitful yield. By His blessing they multiply greatly." Half of them died that
harsh first winter. God sent Samoset - and Squanto, a former slave, who learned English and Christianity
in Europe, then had returned. Finally in 1623, growing crops resulted from their help, along with resolve
for God's principles and free enterprise. Then, drought left them desperate. But after a day of repentance,
fasting and prayer, gentle rains fell. Saved! Governor Bradford declared a Day of Thanksgiving.
v43 "Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; let them consider the steadfast love of the
LORD." There's a plethora of fascinating detail about the Pilgrims, persecution, and God's providence which reveal ever more layers of the lovingkindness of our faithful God. Persecution prompted their
pilgrimage. Hardships steeled their character. Miracles delivered them time and again. Fervent faith
fueled their trust in the bounty of Almighty God's grace and truth. This is OUR heritage!
As YOU pause to thank GOD this THANKS-giving Day, pray for Christians around the world experiencing
dire persecution for faith in Christ. Pray for God's steadfast love to give them - and you - His strength and
grace to live only for the Lord Jesus, in every life situation, trusting and obeying Him day by day!

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.11.09
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
- Rev. Grant Mangold www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
GOD IS: IN TRAGEDY TOO
AL MOHLER = All hearts were directed to Texas on Sunday as 26 people were shot and killed when a
26-year-old gunman dressed in black opened fire as a church service was underway at a Baptist church
in a small town near San Antonio, Texas. As The New York Times reported:
“A gunman clad in all black, with a ballistic vest strapped to his chest and a military-style rifle in his hands,
opened fire on parishioners at a Sunday service at a small Baptist church in rural Texas, killing at least 26
people and turning this tiny town east of San Antonio into the scene of the country’s newest mass horror.”
At this point the investigation is in the earliest stages, but we already know this is an absolutely horrifying
story. It is a tragedy that is only going to unfold in greater tragedy. This attack taking place as a small
Baptist church in rural Texas was just beginning its worship service, it is a sign of something far deeper
that has gone wrong in our society. The fact that many of the victims already have been identified as
children, including the 14-year-old daughter of the church’s pastor, underlines, once again, that so much
of the evil in the world is simply beyond our understanding—even our theological understanding. As is so
often the case in our experience when headlines like this come at us, the facts themselves seem
perplexing and overwhelming. Murder is hard enough for us to understand, mass murder just makes it all
the more difficult to understand. But how can we possibly understand the intentional killing of a pregnant
woman, little children, a 14-year-old, and of Christians gathered together in worship?
From a Christian worldview, we have to understand that the facts are important. It is not wrong to want to
know what the dots are and then to try to connect them. God made us rational and moral creatures and
this moral sense reaches out for some rational explanation of the horrifying evil of our world. But our first
response should not be to try to understand the crime, but rather, to identify with the community in grief
and experiencing heartbreak.
The Christian worldview dignifies the heartbroken. Heartbrokenness is a part of human existence; it will
come to every single human being at some time. Jesus himself affirmed this in the Beatitudes in Matthew
5:4, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
This particular attack in Texas highlights the fact that Christians are not immune from this kind of
heartbreak. We cannot understand exactly what that congregation in that community is experiencing, but
we do understand heartbreak, and we know that heartbreak is at the very center of their experience at
this moment.
The Christian worldview affirms the dignity of human life. According to Scripture, every single human life
is of eternal value and inestimable worth. Murder is not, then, merely a crime, it is an assault on the
dignity of the human being—an attack upon the image of God.
In one very important dimension, this demonstrates why the Christian worldview is so utterly different than
every other worldview. Atheism, for instance, must affirm that, at its base, human life is merely a series of
accidents. There is no Creator, so there is no human being made in the Creator’s image. Of course
atheists would clearly classify this murderous attack in Sutherland Springs, Texas, as evil, but they have
no real ability to understand or to embrace the notion of evil with any coherence. Evil is essentially a
theological category. Without theism evil becomes simply the strongest word we have to describe
something we wish hadn’t happened.
Christians also have to acknowledge that our affirmation of an infinitely great and an infinitely good God
requires us to answer some questions that atheists don’t have to answer. The most urgent of these
questions: How could an all-powerful and all-loving God, allow such evil to take place? There are those
who have suggested perhaps it’s an indication that God really isn’t in control of the universe. For
instance, Rabbi Harold Kushner famously argued in his book When Bad Things Happen to Good
People that God is simply doing the best he can with the circumstances—and some circumstances are
just too big for God to handle. This assertion, however, is a subversion of the biblical teaching concerning
God. It is a repudiation of the God of the Bible. The Bible is clear: God is in control of the entire universe,
there isn’t one atom or a molecule outside of his control. If there is, then we are doomed.
Other arguments have been made, suggesting that perhaps we are to understand evil, including moral
evil, as having an instrumental value; perhaps God allows this because there is some kind of experience

he wants us to have in order to learn some lesson we otherwise would not learn. Yet, even as the Bible
indicates that pain, suffering, and mourning are teachers, we have to be very careful about telling others
what God is supposedly teaching them in the midst of heartbreak.
Others have suggested that pain, suffering, and evil do not exist; they are abstractions or illusions. That’s
the official teaching of the religion known as Christian Science, but in direct contradiction to Christian
Science, biblical Christianity points to the fact that suffering and pain are real, that sorrow and heartbreak
are real, and that, most importantly in terms of the biblical affirmation, death is all too real. It is an
absolute insult, morally speaking, and it is a tremendous error, theologically speaking, to imagine
addressing this community in Sutherland Springs, Texas, and telling them that death and evil are illusions
and that their pain-and-suffering are not real.
Christians have learned that sometimes we have to wait for an answer, and sometimes that wait goes
beyond any answer we can get in this life. Charles Spurgeon, the great Baptist preacher of the 19th
century in London stated this beautifully: “When we cannot trace God’s hand, we are simply to trust his
heart.”
As we’re thinking about the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs we are reminded of the testimony
of the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4: 9, “persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.”
This throws us back on the deepest resources of biblical Christianity. This pushes us back to
understanding the attributes of God as revealed in Scripture, the attributes of his power and the attributes
of his morality, his greatness and his goodness, his justice, his righteousness, and his mercy. We are also
reminded of the fact that the only answer Christians have is the answer of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
That is the only promise of making sense out of nonsense. The gospel is the only assurance of the victory
of good over evil. The gospel of Christ is the only promise of meaning and significance and satisfaction,
not only in this life, but in the life to come.
Finally, in the face of this horrific tragedy we must remember the words of the prophet Isaiah as he looked
upon the sacrifice of the Messiah: “surely he has borne our grief’s and carried our sorrows . . . But he was
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed” (Isa 53:4-5).
For Christians facing the honest immensity of this challenge of evil, this is really all we have to say. And
here’s our confidence. It is enough.

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/acquainted-with-grief

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.11.09
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
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GOD IS: IN TRAGEDY TOO
Where was God this past Sunday? It was the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
around the world. No one expected a massacre in Sutherland Springs, TX, USA to send 26 worshipers to
heaven. The spectre of universal Christian persecution reared its gruesome goal. Three points:
1- Evil runs rampant. Einstein observed how the world is dangerous because of people who do nothing
about evil. If you're not trusting God, the news might make you afraid to go out. NV concert? NY bike path?
TX church? You may not be safe anywhere, even rural Iowa. But if your life is all about your "safe space"
you're on the wrong planet. The reality of evil is precisely one of the most powerful reasons to believe that
God exists, and to put all your trust in Him. Anti-God materialists have no cogent explanation for evil.
Evil is a much bigger problem for the atheist than the theist. Mocking cries about "prayer didn't help them
in Texas" mask the utter incapacity and stark vulnerability of the unbeliever's pseudo-intellectual excuses.
They can only futilely demand everyone else change their behavior to march lock-step with them. The
Christian points to the heart of the problem of complicity of mankind in evil, and the ultimate triumph of
good, because of Jesus. Not dualistic balancing good and evil as part of an eternal dance of the cosmos.
But the Biblical truth, written down by God, that He IS and He is our only hope.
2- God controls everything. Theology seems great when you're in an inspirational worship service,
strengthened by the living and written Word of God. We've spent several weeks marveling at awesome
attributes of our creator and redeemer. But where's the thrill of theology, amidst tragedy, in church? This
is precisely when you need good theology. When emotions overtake, you need an anchor in the storm. If
your faith is only in good circumstances you soon find you need an un-changing Savior regardless of your
situation. When you don't know what's happening, your only hope is to know Him who does. Think back to
the Scriptures we've reviewed: God is ever-present. All-knowing. All-powerful. Sovereign. Eternal. Unchanging. Gracious. Loving. Righteous Judge. And more. That's why all that is evil hates God.
Evil tries to twist the truth. But this only serves to magnify the greatness of God all the more. He is all that
is light, and darkness can never overcome Him. We don't fully comprehend why God allows evil, but we
can trust Him in the midst of it. Jesus told His followers, "I chose you out of the world, therefore the world
hates you" and "they will also persecute you" and "I have said these things that in Me you have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world." Acts 14:22 records how
after Paul was stoned and presumed dead, he and his fellow believers were "strengthening the souls of
the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we
must enter the kindgom of God." Paul wrote "put on the whole armor of God" and Romans 8 "nothing will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." Do you really believe this?
3- What's your response? In 2 Kings 6 the enemy was determined to silence Elisha the prophet, and
surrounded his city with horses, chariots and a great army. The next morning his servant was alarmed but
Elisha was calm. He said "Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with
them." Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see." So the LORD
opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire all around Elisha" - the heavenly army of God. You may be a concealed-carry permit holder. Your
church may have armed security. But ultimately your trust is in God.
As the psalmist says, He alone is your shield and refuge and strength. Isaiah 54:17 says "no weapon
that is fashioned against you shall succeed, and you shall refute every tongue that rises against you in
judgment. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD and their vindication from Me, declares the
LORD." In Him, no matter what, life or death, you are "more than conquerors." But do YOU really trust in
the Lord Jesus Christ?
Worldwide, more than 100 million Christian believers are at risk every day, simply for the name of Jesus.
That He is worth dying for, as well as living for, strikes terror in evil people intent on suppressing God's
truth. It is first a spiritual battle, "making war on the saints." Americans now see firsthand what believers
around the world long have known: Persecution only makes true Christians stronger, and bolder, and
more effective than ever before. Because God IS. He reigns. Nothing will stop His truth. And nothing is
more powerful than His abiding sovereign presence with those who trust in Jesus.

Einstein observed how the world is a dangerous place because of people who do nothing about evil.

GOD IS: IN TRAGEDY TOO
Where was God this past Sunday? It was the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
around the world. But no one expected a massacre in Sutherland Springs, Texas, USA. The spectre of
universal Christian persecution reared its gruesome goal in the murder of 26 worshipers. Three points:
Where was God this past Sunday? It was the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
around the world. No one expected a massacre in Sutherland Springs, TX, USA to send 26 worshipers to
heaven. The spectre of universal Christian persecution reared its gruesome goal. Three points:
The slain believers are now in the presence of God, and the killer has gone to judgment. And God is with
the grieving families with His peace that passes understanding.
Einstein observed how the world is a dangerous place because of people who do nothing about evil.



EINSTEIN
What I particularly admire in him is the firm stand he has taken, not only against the oppressors of his countrymen, but also against those
opportunists who are always ready to compromise with the Devil. He perceives very clearly that the world is in greater peril from those who
tolerate or encourage evil than from those who actually commit it.



Einstein's tribute to Pablo Casals (30 March 1953), in Conversations with Casals (1957), page 11, by Josep Maria Corredor,
translated from Conversations avec Pablo Casals : souvenirs et opinions d'un musicien (1955)



Variant translations or paraphrasing:



The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the people who are evil, but because of the people who don't
do anything about it.




As quoted in The Harper Book of Quotations by Robert I. Fitzhenry (1993), p. 356
The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because of those who look on and do nothing.



As quoted in Conscious Courage : Turning Everyday Challenges Into Opportunities (2004) by Maureen
Stearns, p. 99




The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch them without doing anything.

Development of Western Science is based on two great achievements, the invention of the formal logical system (in Euclidean geometry)
by the Greek philosophers, and the discovery of the possibility to find out causal relationships by systematic experiment (Renaissance). In my
opinion one has not to be astonished that the Chinese sages have not made these steps. The astonishing thing is that these discoveries were
made at all.

Three realities come to mind: Evil runs rampant; the Bible says God controls everything; so how are you
to respond?
God is the architect of our salvation, arranged by the Father, accomplished by the Son, and applied by
the Holy Spirit. Trusting in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior transforms your life, from the inside out. And
nothing will stop

Predictable responses include calls for more "gun control" from left-leaning who fail to grasp that guns
don't kill people, people do - because of the evil etcetc...

Christian persecution around the world - exderpts from metaxas etc IDOP etc
The next two columns, prepared before the tragedy in Texas, outline the "providence of God" as we
intentionally turn to Scripture to understand our world, ourselves, and God Himself. Meantime, trust and
obey the God who is there, and who "works all things together for good" for His beloved children.

declaration of independence
constitutional guarantees
first amendment
second amendment

Horses and Chariots of Fire
8Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took counsel with his servants, saying, “At such and such a place
shall be my camp.” 9But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, “Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are
going down there.” 10And the king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God told him. Thus he used to warn him, so
that he saved himself there more than once or twice.
11And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his servants and said to them, “W ill
you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?” 12And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet
who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.” 13And he said, “Go and see where he is, that I
may send and seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in Dothan.” 14So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and
they came by night and surrounded the city.
15When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all
around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 16He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us
are more than those who are with them.” 17Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So
the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around
Elisha.18And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha prayed to the LORD and said, “Please strike this people with
blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in accordance with the prayer of Elisha. 19And Elisha said to them, “This is not the way,
and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led them to Samaria.
20As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O LORD, open the eyes of these men, that they may see.” So the LORD opened
their eyes and they saw, and behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. 21As soon as the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha,
“My father, shall I strike them down? Shall I strike them down?” 22He answered, “You shall not strike them down. Would you strike
down those whom you have taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set bread and water before them, that they may eat
and drink and go to their master.” 23So he prepared for them a great feast, and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away,
and they went to their master. And the Syrians did not come again on raids into the land of Israel.

AL MOHLER = All hearts were directed to Texas on Sunday as 26 people were shot and killed when a
26-year-old gunman dressed in black opened fire as a church service was underway at a Baptist church
in a small town near San Antonio, Texas. As The New York Times reported:
“A gunman clad in all black, with a ballistic vest strapped to his chest and a military-style rifle in his hands,
opened fire on parishioners at a Sunday service at a small Baptist church in rural Texas, killing at least 26
people and turning this tiny town east of San Antonio into the scene of the country’s newest mass horror.”
At this point the investigation is in the earliest stages, but we already know this is an absolutely horrifying
story. It is a tragedy that is only going to unfold in greater tragedy. This attack taking place as a small
Baptist church in rural Texas was just beginning its worship service, it is a sign of something far deeper
that has gone wrong in our society. The fact that many of the victims already have been identified as
children, including the 14-year-old daughter of the church’s pastor, underlines, once again, that so much
of the evil in the world is simply beyond our understanding—even our theological understanding.
As is so often the case in our experience when headlines like this come at us, the facts themselves seem
perplexing and overwhelming. Murder is hard enough for us to understand, mass murder just makes it all
the more difficult to understand. But how can we possibly understand the intentional killing of a pregnant
woman, little children, a 14-year-old, and of Christians gathered together in worship?
From a Christian worldview, we have to understand that the facts are important. It is not wrong to want to
know what the dots are and then to try to connect them. God made us rational and moral creatures and
this moral sense reaches out for some rational explanation of the horrifying evil of our world. But our first
response should not be to try to understand the crime, but rather, to identify with the community in grief
and experiencing heartbreak.
The Christian worldview dignifies the heartbroken. Heartbrokenness is a part of human existence; it will
come to every single human being at some time. Jesus himself affirmed this in the Beatitudes in Matthew
5:4, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
This particular attack in Texas highlights the fact that Christians are not immune from this kind of
heartbreak. We cannot understand exactly what that congregation in that community is experiencing, but

we do understand heartbreak, and we know that heartbreak is at the very center of their experience at
this moment.
The Christian worldview affirms the dignity of human life. According to Scripture, every single human life
is of eternal value and inestimable worth. Murder is not, then, merely a crime, it is an assault on the
dignity of the human being—an attack upon the image of God.
In one very important dimension, this demonstrates why the Christian worldview is so utterly different than
every other worldview. Atheism, for instance, must affirm that, at its base, human life is merely a series of
accidents. There is no Creator, so there is no human being made in the Creator’s image. Of course
atheists would clearly classify this murderous attack in Sutherland Springs, Texas, as evil, but they have
no real ability to understand or to embrace the notion of evil with any coherence. Evil is essentially a
theological category. Without theism evil becomes simply the strongest word we have to describe
something we wish hadn’t happened.
Christians also have to acknowledge that our affirmation of an infinitely great and an infinitely good God
requires us to answer some questions that atheists don’t have to answer. The most urgent of these
questions: How could an all-powerful and all-loving God, allow such evil to take place? There are those
who have suggested perhaps it’s an indication that God really isn’t in control of the universe. For
instance, Rabbi Harold Kushner famously argued in his book When Bad Things Happen to Good
People that God is simply doing the best he can with the circumstances—and some circumstances are
just too big for God to handle. This assertion, however, is a subversion of the biblical teaching concerning
God. It is a repudiation of the God of the Bible. The Bible is clear: God is in control of the entire universe,
there isn’t one atom or a molecule outside of his control. If there is, then we are doomed.
Other arguments have been made, suggesting that perhaps we are to understand evil, including moral
evil, as having an instrumental value; perhaps God allows this because there is some kind of experience
he wants us to have in order to learn some lesson we otherwise would not learn. Yet, even as the Bible
indicates that pain, suffering, and mourning are teachers, we have to be very careful about telling others
what God is supposedly teaching them in the midst of heartbreak.
Others have suggested that pain, suffering, and evil do not exist; they are abstractions or illusions. That’s
the official teaching of the religion known as Christian Science, but in direct contradiction to Christian
Science, biblical Christianity points to the fact that suffering and pain are real, that sorrow and heartbreak
are real, and that, most importantly in terms of the biblical affirmation, death is all too real. It is an
absolute insult, morally speaking, and it is a tremendous error, theologically speaking, to imagine
addressing this community in Sutherland Springs, Texas, and telling them that death and evil are illusions
and that their pain-and-suffering are not real.
Christians have learned that sometimes we have to wait for an answer, and sometimes that wait goes
beyond any answer we can get in this life. Charles Spurgeon, the great Baptist preacher of the 19th
century in London stated this beautifully: “When we cannot trace God’s hand, we are simply to trust his
heart.”
As we’re thinking about the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs we are reminded of the testimony
of the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4: 9, “persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.”
This throws us back on the deepest resources of biblical Christianity. This pushes us back to
understanding the attributes of God as revealed in Scripture, the attributes of his power and the attributes
of his morality, his greatness and his goodness, his justice, his righteousness, and his mercy. We are also
reminded of the fact that the only answer Christians have is the answer of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
That is the only promise of making sense out of nonsense. The gospel is the only assurance of the victory
of good over evil. The gospel of Christ is the only promise of meaning and significance and satisfaction,
not only in this life, but in the life to come.
Finally, in the face of this horrific tragedy we must remember the words of the prophet Isaiah as he looked
upon the sacrifice of the Messiah: “surely he has borne our grief’s and carried our sorrows . . . But he was
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed” (Isa 53:4-5).
For Christians facing the honest immensity of this challenge of evil, this is really all we have to say. And
here’s our confidence. It is enough.

GOD IS: IN TRAGEDY TOO
Thinking twice about going to church this coming Sunday? What if your congregation is attacked by
someone unhinged and intent on deadly harm? The reality of Christian persecution reared its gruesome
goal this past weekend in the murder of 26 people in a church in Texas. Where was God that Sunday?
Evil runs rampant. The Bible says God controls everything. So how are we to respond?
1- Evil runs rampant. If you're not trusting God, you could have an excuse for being afraid to go out of
your house. You're not safe at a concert, on a bike path, or in a church. Even in rural America, now we
know. Perhaps not anywhere. But if your life is all about your "safe space" you're on the wrong planet.
The reality of evil is precisely one of the most powerful reasons to not only believe that God exists, but to
put all your trust in Him.
It happened on the "International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church" but no one expected a
massacre in a Texas church.
The anti-God materialist has no explanation for evil. It's a much bigger problem for the atheist than for the
theist. Their mocking cries about Texas, "prayer didn't help them, they're all dead" mask the incapacity
and naked vulnerability of their pseudo-intellectual excuses. Their only answer is that everyone else must
change their behavior to march in lock-step with them. The Christian at least can point to the heart of the
problem - the existence of evil, the complicity of mankind in evil, and the ultimate triumph of good. Not the
eastern dualism idea of the balance of good and evil as part of an eternal dance of the cosmos. But the
Biblical truth, revealed by God Himself, written down for all to read, that He IS and He is our only hope.
2- God controls everything. Theology seems great when you're sitting in church during an inspirational
worship service and sitting at the feet of the Holy Spirit who unpacks the written Word of God to speak
truth and comfort and strength. We've spent several weeks marveling at the awesome attributes of God,
our creator and redeemer. But where's the thrill of theology in the midst of tragedy?
Such an instance is precisely when we need good theology. When emotions overtake us, we need an
anchor in the storm. We need faith not in good circumstances but in an un-changing Savior regardless of
our circumstances. When you don't know what's happening, your only hope is to know Him who does.
God is ever-present. All-knowing. All-powerful. Gracious. Righteous

3- What's your response? Think about Elisha the prophet of God in 2 Kings 6. The enemy leader was
determined to silence Elisha and surrounded his city with horses and chariots and a great army. The next
morning his servant was alarmed but Elisha was calm. He said "Do not be afraid, for those who are with
us are more than those who are with them." Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, please open his
eyes that he may see." So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha" - the heavenly army of God.
You may be a concealed-carry permit holder. Your church may have armed security. But your trust must
be in God. He is your shield, and the believer trusts in His Word in Isaiah 54:17 "no weapon that is
fashioned against you shall succeed, and you shall refute every tongue that risesagainst you in judgment.
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD and their vindication from Me, declares the LORD."
17no

weapon that is fashioned against you shall succeed,
and you shall refute every tongue that rises against you in judgment.
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD
and their vindicatione from me, declares the LORD.”

And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his servants and said to them, “W ill
you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?” 12And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet
who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.” 13And he said, “Go and see where he is, that I
may send and seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in Dothan.” 14So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and
they came by night and surrounded the city.
15When

the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all
around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 16He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us
are more than those who are with them.” 17Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So

the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around
Elisha.

Your church may have armed security.
open eyes elijah servant to host of heaven
Predictable responses include calls for more "gun control" from left-leaning who fail to grasp that guns
don't kill people, people do - because of the evil etcetc...

Christian persecution around the world - exderpts from metaxas etc IDOP etc
The next two columns, prepared before the tragedy in Texas, outline the "providence of God" as we
intentionally turn to Scripture to understand our world, ourselves, and God Himself. Meantime, trust and
obey the God who is there, and who "works all things together for good" for His beloved children.

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/acquainted-with-grief
We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize . . . but one who in every respect has been tested as we are. (Hebrews
4:15)
Mass murder is why Jesus came into the world the way he did. What kind of Savior do we need when our hearts are
shredded by brutal loss?
We need a suffering Savior. We need a Savior who has tasted the cup of horror we are being forced to drink.
And that is how he came. He knew what this world needed. Not a comedian. Not a sports hero. Not a movie star. Not a
political genius. Not a doctor. Not even a pastor. The world needed what no mere man could be.
The world needed a suffering Sovereign. Mere suffering would not do. Mere sovereignty would not do. The one is not
strong enough to save; the other is not weak enough to sympathize.
So he came as who he was: the compassionate King. The crushed Conqueror. The lamb-like Lion. The suffering
Sovereign.
Now he comes to Sutherland Springs, Texas.














Perfected through suffering. (Hebrews 2:10)
Hated by the proud. (John 7:7)
Demonized by the strong. (Matthew 9:34)
Willingly poor. (2 Corinthians 8:9)
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. (Isaiah 53:3)
Planning to be crushed. (Isaiah 53:5)
Despised and rejected. (Isaiah 53:3)
Ready to be wounded. (Isaiah 53:5)
Submissive like a lamb led to the slaughter (Isaiah 53:7)
Enduring anguish. (Isaiah 53:11)
Poured out in death. (Isaiah 53:12)
Risen to help. (Romans 14:7–9)
The God who draws near to Sutherland Springs is the suffering, sympathetic God-man, Jesus Christ. No one else can
feel what he has felt. No one else can love like he can love. No one else can heal like he can heal. No one else can save
like he can save.
After the shooting at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, on April 20, 1999, John Piper wrote a response to give some pastoral help for how to care for
people who have endured great suffering. In the wake of September 11, 2001, he expanded that response: 21 Ways to Comfort Those Who Are Suffering.

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-shall-we-minister-to-people-after-the-world-tradetower-terrorism-of-september-11-2001
On the morning of September 11, 2001 terrorists hijacked at least three commercial planes and flew them into both towers of the
110-story World Trade Center in New York City, and into the Pentagon in Washington. Within about an hour both towers
entirely collapsed.

As I write, no one dares estimate the loss of life. Fifty thousand people work in the towers each day, not to mention the people on
the planes and the hundreds of people on the ground trying to help as the towers fell. The personal and national and economic
impact is incalculable. The nation is in shock.
I wrote most of what follows in response to the Littleton, Colorado tragedy in April, 1999 when two students killed thirteen
people at Columbine High School and then shot themselves. The magnitude of yesterday’s act is Littleton times five thousand.
My aim in writing was mainly to help the elders of my own church minister to our people. I revise it and put it out again in the
hope that others might be helped to love people and honor Christ in this dark and heavy moment of shaking and weeping.
What shall we say about these events in order to honor Christ and minister to people for their good? Our first decision as a church
was to call for three special services. The banner flying over these services is: “Sorrow, Self-Humbling, and Steady Hope in Our
Savior and King, Jesus Christ.” You can read in what follows why all three of these emphases are crucial: sorrow, self-humbling,
and steady hope. You will also see why it is so important to say Jesus is a Savior and a King at times like this.
I hope this will serve as a kind of biblical resource for theological truth and pastoral care. May the Lord strengthen your hands
and heart in this crucial moment of need.

1. Pray. Ask God for his help for you and for those you want to minister
to. Ask him for wisdom and compassion and strength and a word fitly
chosen. Ask that those who are suffering would look to God as their
help and hope and healing and strength. Ask that he would make your
mouth a fountain of life.
James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given
him.”
Deuteronomy 32:2, “May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, like gentle rain upon the tender grass, and
like showers upon the herb.”
Proverbs 13:14, “The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of death.”

2. Feel and express empathy with those most hurt by this great evil and
loss; weep with those who weep.
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4–5, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: . . . a time to weep, and a time
to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; . . . a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing.”
Romans 12:15, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.”

3. Feel and express compassion because of the tragic circumstances of
so many loved ones and friends who have lost more than they could
ever estimate.
John 11:33–35, “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his
spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept.”
Luke 19:41–44, “And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, ‘Would that you, even you, had known on this
day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For the days will come upon you, when your

enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side and tear you down to the ground, you
and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your
visitation.’”
Luke 7:11–17, “Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. As he drew
near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow,
and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her,
‘Do not weep.’
“Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’ And the dead
man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, ‘A great
prophet has arisen among us!’ and ‘God has visited his people!’ And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and
all the surrounding country.”

4. Take time and touch, if you can, and give tender care to the wounded
in body and soul.
Matthew 8:14–15, “When Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. He touched her hand,
and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him.”
Mark 1:40–41, “And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, ‘If you will, you can make me clean.’ Moved
with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, ‘I will; be clean.’”
Luke 10:30–37, “Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him
and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he
passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.
“But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound
up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And
the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, “Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I
will repay you when I come back.” Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the
robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise.’”

5. Hold out the promise that God will sustain and help those who cast
themselves on him for mercy and trust in his grace. He will strengthen
you for the impossible days ahead in spite of all darkness.
Psalm 34:18, “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.”
Isaiah 41:10, “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
Psalm 23:4, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me.”
2 Corinthians 1:3–4, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which
we ourselves are comforted by God.”
2 Corinthians 1:8–9, “For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so
utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death.
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.”

6. Affirm that Jesus Christ tasted hostility from men and knew what it
was to be unjustly tortured and abandoned, and to endure overwhelming
loss, and then be killed, so that he is now a sympathetic mediator for us
with God.
Hebrews 4:15–16, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
Isaiah 53:3–6, “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men
hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
“But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned — every one — to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

7. Declare that this murder was a great evil, and that God’s wrath is
greatly kindled by the wanton destruction of human life created in his
image.
Exodus 20:13, “You shall not murder.”
Genesis 9:5–6, “And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his
fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. ‘Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for
God made man in his own image.’”
Deuteronomy 29:24–25, “All the nations will say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land? What caused the heat of this great
anger?’ Then people will say, ‘It is because they abandoned the covenant of the Lord, the God of their fathers, which he made
with them when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.”

8. Acknowledge that God has permitted a great outbreak of sin against
his revealed will, and that we do not know all the reasons why he would
permit such a thing now, when it was in his power to stop it.
Deuteronomy 29:29, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”
Romans 11:33–36, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and
how inscrutable his ways! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or who has given a gift to
him that he might be repaid?’ For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”

9. Express the truth that Satan is a massive reality in the universe that
conspires with our own sin and flesh and the world to hurt people and to
move people to hurt others, but stress that Satan is within and under the
control of God.
Job 1:6, 12, 21–22; 2:6–10, “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan
also came among them. . . . And the Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch

out your hand.’ So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. . . . [After losing all his possessions and his ten children Job
says] ‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord.’ In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. . . .
[After a second meeting in heaven] “The Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.’ So Satan went out
from the presence of the Lord and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. And he took
a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes. Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold fast
your integrity? Curse God and die.’ But he said to her, ‘You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive
good from God, and shall we not receive evil?’ In all this Job did not sin with his lips.”
Job 42:2, 11, “‘I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.’ . . . Then came to him all his
brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and ate bread with him in his house. And they showed him sympathy and
comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him.”
Luke 22:31–32, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for
you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”
2 Corinthians 12:7–9, “To keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the
Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”
Compare the following two perspectives on the cause of Jesus’s death.
Luke 22:3–4, “Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. He went away and conferred with
the chief priests and officers how he might betray him to them.”
Acts 4:27–28, “Truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to
take place.”

10. Express that these terrorists rebelled against the revealed will of God
and did not love God or trust him or find in God their refuge and
strength and treasure, but scorned his ways and his person.
2 Thessalonians 3:1–2, “Finally, brothers, pray for us . . . that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have
faith.”
Galatians 5:6, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through
love.”
Galatians 5:16, “Walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.”
James 4:1–4, “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?
You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you
do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you
not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself
an enemy of God.”

11. Since rebellion against God was at the root of this act of murder, let
us all fear such rebellion in our own hearts, and turn from it, and

embrace the grace of God in Christ, and renounce the very impulses that
caused this tragedy.
Proverbs 3:5–6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths.”
Psalm 9:10, “And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.”
Psalm 56:3, “When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.”

12. Point the living to the momentous issues of sin and repentance in
our own hearts and the urgent need to get right with God through his
merciful provision of forgiveness in Christ, so that a worse fate than
death will not overtake us.
Luke 13:1–5, “There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with
their sacrifices. And he answered them, ‘Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans,
because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem?
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.’”
Revelation 9:18, 20–21, “[As a judgment of God] a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of
their mouths. . . . The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands nor give
up worshiping demons and idols . . . nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their
thefts.”
Revelation 16:8–9, “The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire. They were
scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues. They did not repent and give
him glory.”

13. Remember that even those who trust in Christ may be cut down like
these thousands who were in New York and Washington, but that does
not mean they have been abandoned by God or not loved by God, even
in those agonizing hours of suffering. God’s love conquers even
through calamity.
Romans 8:35–39, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to
be slaughtered.’
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

14. Mingle heart-wrenching weeping with unbreakable confidence in the
goodness and sovereignty of God who rules over and through the sin
and the plans of rebellious people.
Lamentations 3:32, “Though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love.”

Genesis 45:7, [Joseph said to his brothers who sinfully sold him into Egypt] “God sent me before you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors.”
Genesis 50:20, [Joseph says to his fearing brothers] “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”
Other texts on the absolute sovereignty of God over all things: Ephesians 1:11; Isaiah 46:9–10; Lamentations 3:37; Amos
3:6; Proverbs 16:33; Exodus 4:11; 1 Samuel 2:6–7; 2 Samuel 12:15–18; John 9:2-3; James 4:15; 1 Peter 3:17; 4:19; Matthew
10:29.

15. Trust God for his ability to do the humanly impossible, and bring you
through this nightmare and, in some inscrutable way, bring good out of
it.
Romans 8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according
to his purpose.”
Lamentations 3:21–24, “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul,
‘therefore I will hope in him.’”
2 Corinthians 1:8–9, “For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so
utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death.
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.”
2 Corinthians 4:17, “This light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.”

16. Explain when the time is right and when your loved ones have the
wherewithal to think clearly that one of the mysteries of God’s greatness
is that he ordains that some things come to pass which he forbids and
disapproves of.
The clearest example is his ordaining that his Son be killed.
Acts 4:27–28, “Truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to
take place.”
(See also “Are There Two Wills in God? Divine Election and God’s Desire for All to Be Saved.”)

17. Express your personal cherishing of the sovereignty of God as the
ground of all your hope as you face the human impossibilities of life.
The very fulfillment of the new covenant promises of our salvation and
preservation hang on God’s sovereignty over rebellious human wills.
Mark 10:24–27, “The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, ‘Children, how difficult it is to enter the
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.’
And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, ‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man it is
impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.’”

Jeremiah 32:40, “I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will
put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me.”
Hebrews 13:20–21, “Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

18. Count God your only lasting treasure, because he is the only sure
and stable thing in the universe.
Psalm 73:25–26, “Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and my
heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”

19. Remind everyone that to live is Christ and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:21, 23, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. . . . I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better.”
2 Corinthians 5:7–9, “We walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body
and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.”

20. Pray that God would incline their hearts to his word, open their eyes
to his wonders, unite their hearts to fear him, and satisfy them with his
love.
Psalm 119:36, “Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!”
Psalm 119:18, “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”
Psalm 86:11, “Unite my heart to fear your name.”
Psalm 90:14, “Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.”

21. At the right time, sound the trumpet that all this good news is meant
by God to free us for radical, sacrificial service for the salvation of men
and the glory of Christ. Help them see that one message of all this
misery is to show us that life is short and fragile and followed by eternity,
and that small, man-centered ambitions are tragic.
Acts 20:24, “But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry
that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”
Titus 2:14, “[Christ] gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own
possession who are zealous for good works.”
Philippians 1:21, “To live is Christ.”
John Piper (@JohnPiper)
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GOD PROVIDES
Previously we looked at the nature of God's providence, and saw how 1- deism doesn't work, because
God is active in the world; 2-determinism doesn't work, because everyone is responsble for their choices.
The Bible presents a picture of "divine compatibilism" such that human choices are compatible with God's
will, as in His sovereignty He sustains the universe and works out His perfect plan and purpose.
3- God provides everything you need to do His will. This "divine confluence" is the outworking of
divine compatibilism. God's providence works out His will in human history, in conjunction with the actions
of creation and of His rational creatures. Amazingly, Abraham trusted and obeyed God and went to
sacrifice his promised child Isaac. He says in Genesis 22:8 "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the
offering." This test of faith looks toward the Lord Jesus Christ, "the lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world." Scripture helps us understand God as Jehovah-Jireh, "the God who provides." Let's look at
three mysterious aspects to how God works out His will in confluence with human choices.
"God's will by decree" is what God has created, ordained and cannot be broken. Ezekiel 24:14 "I am the
Lord. I have spoken; it shall come to pass; I will do it." Deuteronomy 29:29 "the secret things belong to the
Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all
the words of this law." RC Sproul says, "it is a great tragedy to be preoccupied with secret decrees of God
to the neglect of His preceptive will, and to be more concerned with a horoscope than with obedience."
"God's will by precept" is what God has commanded. The imperatives and instructions in the Bible are
summarized in Mark 12:30 and Exodus 20. Sproul says, "it is the will of God that we not sin, to have no
gods before Him, to love Him with all our being, and our neighbor as ourself. Yet the will of God is broken
whenever His law is broken." Such a mystery! Yet, 1 Corinthians 10:13 says that with every temptation,
God provides the way of escape. Titus 2:12 says God gives His people the power to say no to sin.
"God's will by disposition" is what God wants that conforms to His character. This mystery relates to
the ability of mankind to disobey the preceptive will of God. 2 Peter 3:9 says, "God is patient toward you,
not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance." Not all are saved, yet whosover
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Ezekiel 33:11 "As I live, says the Lord God, I have no
plreasure in the death of the wicked, but that he turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your
evil ways, for why will you die? says the Lord." John Frame notes, "the sinner is able to receive Christ, he
is not forced to remain a sinner contrary to his desires. His inability is moral and spiritual, for which he is
himself responsible." That's why you spread the good news about Jesus! Whoever believes will be saved!
4- God's providence works for our good and His glory. About "divine concurrence" JI Packer says,
"the nature of God's concurrent involvement of all that occurs in this world, without violating the nature of
things, the ongoing causal processes, or human free agency, as He makes His will of events come to
pass, is a mystery. Having faith doesn't mean you will understand every nuance. Romans 8:28 "we know
that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His
purpose" to be conformed to the image of Christ, as He does all things for our good and His glory. The
classic example is the life of Job, whom God allowed Satan to afflict, to the glory of God and the ultimate
good of Job and of all who read his story. Likewise, Joseph. He bragged to his brothers about God's
plans for him, got sold into slavery, thrown into prison, raised to rule over Egypt, all then to save his
brothers from famine and preserve the line of the Messiah. Genesis 50:20 "you meant it for evil, but God
meant it for good, to bring about that many people should be kept alive." A picture of Christ's salvation.
It is a mystery how and why God allows evil in the world, but He is in control, and He works everything
together for good - for those who are His redeemed children. For the rebellious, His judgment is coming.
Sproul says, "God works out His plan through means, via the real choices of willing and active creatures.
But He is sovereign. I am subordinate. With respect to God's preceptive will I am active and therefore
responsible and accountable." So what to do with the mystery of God's providence? Trust and obey!
He ordains means and ends. Colossians 1:9-14 says God's will is that you grow in faith, bearing fruit and
being strengthened by Him. Sometimes when we get overwhelmed we forget how big God is. He is
greater than you ever imagined, and loves you more than you ever knew. Trust and obey Him!
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GOD IS: PROVIDENCE
Did you hear about the lady who lost her diamond ring 13 years ago, and found it this fall on their Alberta
farm? Harvesting carrots, they discovered one growing right through her ring. Wonder how many carats!
Do you think that was all in the providence of God? The word providence comes from the Latin pro-videre
meaning to see ahead. Providence was capitalized to refer to God about the time of the Puritans. The city
by that name in Rhode Island was established by God's provision for religious refugees.Our founding
fathers wrote the Declaration of Independence "with a firm reliance on the protection of divine
Providence." God provides. This week and next, let's look at four ways God works out His providence in
the world - even in the midst of disasters and tragedies as well as blessings.
1- God's providence is not deism or determinism. Deism is a mechanistic idea that God created the
world but is not intimately involved. A common Enlightenment philosophy, many people today live as
those this were true, perhaps subconsciously holding to "the consequences of your decisions are all that
will happen; only physical laws of the universe run things; storms happen; deal with it" etc. In contrast,
determinism is a fatalistic idea that everything is preplanned, "so human choices are not real. You are just
a pawn in cosmic chess." Both views have huge philosophical and theological problems.
The Bible says something very different about God's providence. Romans 8:28-31 "we know that for
those who love God, all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.
For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son" and those
He predestined He also called, justified, and glorified. "What then shall we say to these things?"
2- God's providence is "divine compatibilism." This is a phd term. Wayne Grudem explains, "God's
providence is compatible with human voluntary choice. God works all things together so that the absolute
divine sovereignty of God is compatible with human significance and real choices." Acts 2:23 says "this
Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by
the hands of lawless men." Their choices and actions were voluntary, yet according to God's plan. No one
was coerced to kill Jesus. Mankind is not a race of robots, but creatures made in God's image and who
are responsible for their choices. And life is no cosmic chess game where God must wait to see what
moves men make, then countervene. God is so big that He is always in control. Acts 2 goes on to say,
"when they heard this they were cut to the heart and said, what shall we do?" They knew they were
responsible and accountable. Peter quotes the prophet Joel, "everyone who calls upon the name of the
Lord will be saved" and then he says, repent and believe, and receive forgiveness of sins, for everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to Himself. And those who received his word were about 3,000 souls. God
worked it all out, and without God's sovereign will not a single person could ever be saved.
Those who deny compatibilism wrongly think it makes God the author of evil. They say "the providence of
God is subordinate to creation and cannot hinder free will." But this makes man sovereign over God's will,
which cannot be true. In Romans 9 not just any offspring of Abraham could lead to the promised Messiah.
In verse 10, "before they were born and had done nothing either good or bad, in order that God's purpose
in election might stand, not because of works but because of His call" God chose Isaac's son Jacob, not
the elder Esau. Verse 16, "so then, it depends not on human will or exertion but on God, who has mercy
on whom He will have mercy." Verse 19 "you will say then, why does He still find fault? For who can resist
His will? But who are you, O man, to answer back to God. Has the potter no right over the clay?"
Scripture plainly teaches the sovereignty of God over all aspects of His creation. He is God.
Ephesians 1:11 "God works all things according to the counsel of His will." Colossians 1:17 "He is before
all things and in Him all things hold together." Daniel 4:35 "He does according to His will in the host of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth and none can stay His hand or say what have you done."
As we've seen throughout our series on God's attributes, if God is not in control, then He is not God. Is
this a dilemma to resolve? Deep theological waters? Always go to Scripture. God is not subordinate to
your intellect. In your attempts to understand God you must not make Him smaller, but ever greater.
Next time, we'll explore 3- how God provides everything you need to do His will; and 4- how God works
out everything for His glory and our good. God is providence, and you can trust Him!

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.11.02
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
- Rev. Grant Mangold www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
GOD IS: SALVATION
This time of year we call to mind five essential truths of salvation: by grace alone, through faith alone, in
Christ alone, according to Scripture alone, to the glory of God alone. It's appropriate to our study of God's
attributes - perhaps most clearly seen in salvation: arranged by the Father, accomplished by the Son, and
applied by the Holy Spirit. By God's work, believers have been saved, and are being saved, and will be
saved, as plumbed in previous columns. Let's examine further our present-tense experience of salvation,
and what theologians call the "ordo salutis" order of salvation, in God's golden chain of redemption.
1- Golden links to salvation past - prior to the believer's personal experience. Romans 8:29-30 says
"For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son...and those
He also called, and justified, and glorified." While not a comprehensive list, these are some of the most
important links. We've already explored God's fore-loving fore-knowing, in electing and predestining those
who will trust in Jesus. Planned before the foundation of the world, the atonement of Christ secured
salvation for those who will believe in Him for salvation. By God's grace, believers are called, justified,
reconciled, adopted, sealed, and even glorified, all in what we understand as eternity past. 1 Corinthians
1:30 says "God is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and righteousness
and sanctification and redemption." In your experience, all this happens in regeneration. You think you flip
the switch of faith, but Scripture shows us how it is all due to God's hand and His divine saving power.
2- Golden links of salvation present - what you personally experience in your earthly life. We look
at this in linear fashion, though some aspects of salvation are sequential and some instantaneous and
others progressive. We live out in real time what takes place in the mind of God in eternity past. What
God has planned and accomplished then occurs in the context of history on earth. Jesus is spoken of as
slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8), yet it was in the fulness of time that God sent
forth His Son to redeem us, so that we might receive the adoption as sons (Galatians 4:3). Your first
experience is being drawn to faith, as Jesus in John 6 says "all that the Father gives to Me will come to
Me, and whoever comes I will never cast out" and "no one can come to Me unless the Father who sent
Me draws him." Jesus is speaking to unbelievers who had seen Him and yet did not believe. You like
them are unable to come, apart from the sovereign work of God, because you are spiritually dead in sins
and made alive in Christ by His will, grace and love (Ephesians 2). Those fore-loved are drawn by His
irresistible grace. And by the regenerating gift of God, by grace through faith, to repent and put their trust
in Jesus (Romans 10) because God's calling is effectual, and leads to conversion and faith.
As Titus 3 says, "when the goodness and lovingkindess of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, so that being justified by His grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life."
In your limited linear real-time experience, you think it all began with your believing, when it actually all
comes down to God's fore-loving and enabling grace reaching from what we grasp as eternity past, which
extends to eternity future (Eph 2). By grace you have been saved - and raised up with Him, so that in the
coming ages He might show the immeasureable riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus! You can be confident to persevere to the end, as you are being sanctified, made holy like Jesus.
3- Golden links to salvation future - what believers will personally experience in eternity to come.
Your confidence comes from God's promises. Romans 8:30 points to glorification, the consummation of
the believer's union with Christ, after resurrection and judgment. Philippians 1:6 proclaims, "I am sure of
this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion in the day of Christ Jesus." This is
God's work, start to finish. Your part today is sanctification, expressed in Philippans 2:12, "work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure." Not to get saved but because you have been saved. Just as a first-century servant responds to
the master who purchased him, so believers trust and obey the God who saves them and gives them His
eternal spiritual life. Because He gives you both the want to and the how to.
You live out the salvation He has given and guaranteed to complete. And that's the glory of the golden
chain - salvation is all of our God and Savior Jesus Christ, from beginning to end, to His everlasting
praise! Amen!
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GOD IS: FOREVER FORE-LOVING
Trying to understand God's foreknowledge is a bit like renting an Airbnb house. You filter the features. But
you don't ask to review plumbing or electric installation specfications. You assume all the amenities work.
In much the same way, when thinking of your salvation, you tend to remember the moment you turned
the valve or flipped the switch of faith to trust in Jesus. That's because your experience of salvation is in
the present. Yet when you study the Bible, you see how God is at work behind the scenes in the past,
present, and future for your salvation. The Holy Spirit writes in Romans 8:29-30, "for those whom He
foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son...and those whom He predestined
He also called, and those whom He called He also justified, and those whom He justified He also
glorified." It's the "golden chain of salvation." Salvation is all of God, every link, start to finish.
1- God fore-loved in eternity past. This is the past-tense of salvation: "you have been saved." We've
seen how the Bible speaks of God's fore-knowledge in terms of His fore-loving. If you are in Christ today,
it is because you have been saved from eternity past before the foundation of the world. God's fore-loving
is for specific people for a specific purpose: to be united with Christ. "Those whom He foreknew" are the
people He elected, predestined, called, and justified. God's foreknowledge involves His will. Just as in
Acts 2:23 God foreknew Christ and planned redemption through Him, so God in eternity past takes action
as He elects those He fore-loved, choosing to predestine them to be conformed to Christ, to guarantee
that His love will redeem them and transform them, through each link of the golden chain.
1 Peter 1:2 "elect..according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Son, for
obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with His blood, (v3) He has caused us to be born again." Eph
1:4 "even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless
before Him. In love He predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ according to the purpose of His
will, to the praise of His glorious grace with which He has blessed us in the Beloved."(v13) and sealed
with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to
the praise of His glory." Amazingly, all this occurred in eternity past, through God's fore-loving. Scripture
considers all of these aspects of salvation as good as done, as Romans 8:30 says "He also glorified."
2. You experience God finishing what He begins. This is the present tense of salvation, "you are being
saved." Theologians describe the acts of God in salvation as "monergism" which means God works this
Himself, in contrast to "synergism" working together, which is how the sanctification aspect of salvation
unfolds. Jesus saves you. You have been saved is monergism, you are being saved involves synergism,
you will be saved is monergism. From your perspective, "you are being saved" begins when you believe
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. You're not aware of God's fore-knowing, you're only aware of now
knowing God in Jesus by the Holy Spirit in ways you could not imagine before. You turned a valve and
living water flowed - but you did not plumb the water or invent the valve. It is God's gift. He fore-loved you
in eternity past for the moment you come to faith. His fore-loving fore-knowledge extends to eternity future,
when you will experience being glorified, finally complete in Christ with Him forever. Inbetween is today,
physical life on earth with new spiritual life in Christ, as you "are being saved" - conformed to Christ,
becoming more like Him as you trust and obey, by His power, getting ready for heaven.
3- God fore-loved for eternity future. The future tense of salvation is "you will be saved." Having trusted
Christ, you are being sanctified, and you will be resurrected, judged, rewarded, glorified. Then you will be
fully finally saved, living not on earth but in eternity future in the new heavens and earth. The future tense
of salvation is sure and secure just like the past and present tense, because Scripture says those whom
God foreknew (past) He also glorified (action that occurred in the past to be experienced in the future).
The guarantee (present) is the indwelling Holy Spirit as downpayment of your eternal inheritance (future).
Romans 8:31 "what then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? v39
Nothing in all creation shall be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." If you
are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ today, it's all because of God. That's why you can trust and obey
Him today, as you are being sanctified to become more and more like your Lord and Savior. You are foreknown and fore-loved forever, from beginning to end. Having been saved, you are now being saved, and
you will be saved. Forever fore-loved. Hallelujah! All to the praise and glory of God!
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GOD KNOWS YOU
A sobering thought - God knows everything about you, past, present, future. Yet, He offers His amazing
grace to whosoever will put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, in repentance and faith. Even though He
knows all, about all. This amazing attribute of God's foreknowlege is often misunderstood.
1- God's fore-knowing involves His will. Know, knew and knowledge in the Bible range in meaning
depending on context, including general cognition of information, discernment, experience, or personal
intimacy. In Genesis 4:1 "Adam knew Eve his wife and she conceived." Matthew 1:25 "Joseph knew Mary
not, until she had given birth to Jesus." They knew cognitively, personally, experientially. But the knowing
that leads to children involves causation. God "knows" in all of these aspects, as He knows not only who
will exist and by whom and their future and every detail of their lives. Not because He peers through the
drapes of time to see and know what will happen, but because He chooses to make it so. His knowledge
is not fore-see but fore-know, best described as fore-loving. The two instances of human fore-knowledge,
Acts 26:5 and 2 Peter 3:17, involve limited prior information. God doesn't calculate or guess, He knows.
His fore-knowledge always involves His will, fore-loving, choosing, for His own purposes.
2- God's fore-knowing is fore-loving. Amos 3:2 "Israel, you only have I known of all the families of the
earth." Of course God knows every person. But Israel is the special object of His love by election, the
offspring of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, referenced in Romans 11:2 as "His people whom He foreknew." They
are His by sovereign choice, to proclaim and produce the promised Savior. In Genesis 18 the LORD said,
"shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that he shall surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? v19 For I have chosen him."
Deuteronomy 7:7 says "the LORD set His love on you and chose you." They were His people because He
fore-knew them, choosing them beforehand with His special distinguishing covenant love. And specifically
not because of any action He foresaw them take. AW Pink rightly observes, in Scripture "it is persons that
God foreknows, not the actions of those persons." Romans 9:11 makes this clear, speaking of Esau and
Jacob, "though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad, in order that God's
purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of His call," God said that He had
chosen Jacob the younger, not Esau the elder of the twins. This erases the erroneous idea that God
elects on the basis of action He foresees. God alone is the divine determiner.
3- God fore-knew Jesus. In Acts 2:23, Peter powerfully proclaims "this Jesus, delivered up according to
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men." Did
God merely foresee this would happen and then foreordain it? Theologians note it would be blasphemous
to suggest God had to wait and see what would happen to Jesus before He would know what to do to
accomplish your redemption. God fore-knew and fore-loved. 1 Peter 1 addresses "elect exiles, according
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, for obedience to Jesus Christ, v20 who was foreknown before
the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake, who through Him are
believers." Likewise in Ephesians 1. God's fore-knowing applies to Jesus and to His followers. SJ Lawson
says, "those whom God foreknew, He foreloved, chosen from eternity past. God's foreknowledge toward
the elect is the same as toward His Son." This focuses fore-knowing as God's divine choice, fore-loving
His own Son as Savior, and all those who by His grace put their trust in Jesus for salvation.
4- Do you know Jesus? Are you known by Him? John 10:14 "I am the good shepherd. I know my own
and my own know Me, just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father." This intimate knowing applies
the same to Jesus as to His sheep. v27 "My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow Me. I
give them eternal life, and they will never perish and no one will ever snatch them out of My hand." This
the divine dimension of fore-loving. In Matthew 7:21 Jesus says "I never knew you" to those who did good
works in His name but who did not know Him in saving faith. Jesus and His sheep are fore-loved by the
Father. Their names are written before the foundation of the world in the Lamb's book of life, and they are
born again by the Spirit from above by the will of God (John 1:12). All this means - you can trust Him! As
Romans 8 explains, God works it all out according to His will, grace and love, and v39 "nothing in all
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!"
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GOD IS: FULLY FORE-KNOWING
What happens when you push a crosswalk button at a traffic light? You expect the light to change. But a
recent study reveals in New York City the button does nothing at all. Because it would affect all the traffic
for miles around. Expand this to a cosmic scale, and it's similar to the idea some people have of God - as
though He is a genie, a being who must respond to every person and yet keep the entire universe under
control. Make no mistake, God is capable, because He is omnipotent. But He is also sovereign. God is
independent of everything and everyone else. He works out His purposes. Romans 8:29-30, "for those
whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son...and those He also
called...and those He also justified...and those He also glorified." God is fully fore-knowing.
1- God has never had to learn anything. As God, He already, always, knows all things. In advance. He
is omniscient. Isaiah 40 says "Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man has shown God
his counsel? Whom did God consult and who made Him understand? The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator, His understanding is unsearchable." God doesn't have to peer through the mists of time to
see what will happen. He knows. Psalm 139 says "O LORD, You have searched me and known me, You
discern my thoughts from afar; even before a word is on my tongue, You know it altogether. In Your book
were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were none."
God's perfect knowledge knows what you will do and say before you do. The psalm closes with "Search
me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts; see if there be any grievous way in me."
This is not to enlighten God, but to reveal to the psalmist himself what God already knows. God doesn't
have to wait for you to be born to know anything about you. He knows everything completely beforehand.
Because God is also infinite and eternal. His perspective is not limited by time and space. Ours is finite
and constrained. That's why our knowledge or actions can never over-rule His. He is God.
2- God knows and fore-knows everything perfectly, based on the attributes of His infinite divine being.
If God does not already know all about all things, how could He be God? If something could happen or
exist that He did not already know about, how could He be God? Because He is God, He already always
perfectly and completely knows all things. God has never had to look into the future and learn any new
information. He, and His knowledge, is already perfect, infinite, eternal, all-inclusive, exhaustive, intimate.
Theologian RC Sproul affirms, "God knows both the micro- and macro-dimensions of the entire universe.
He numbers the very hairs of our heads. Not only does He know what we will do before we do it, He
knows all the options we could have chosen at the moment. He knows all contingencies. Yet God's
knowledge of contingencies is not itself contingent. His fore-knowledge is perfect and absolute. He is not
a Great Chess Player who must wait to see what we will do. He knows absolutely what we will do before
we do it. Before a word is even formed on our lips, He knows it altogether.” Contingent means possible
but uncertain. But that's from our perspective. God does not take chances. He is in control.
3- God's fore-knowledge is not merely fore-see. Many people jump to conclusions about God's foreknowledge because our only frame of reference is our own finite life. What we know comes only from
learning. Someone said education is what you get when you read the fine print; experience is what you
get when you don't. We make plans based on our prediction of future occurrences, because of what has
been observed in the past. But God is infinite, and exists outside our time-space continuum. He is above
and beyond us in every respect. We are like Job when we presume to have God all figured out, fitting
inside our little box. In Job 38 God asks "who is this that hides counsel by words without knowledge?
Where were you when I created?" God dismisses chapters 3-37 as mere uninformed chatter. In 42:3 Job
confesses, "I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, that I did not know."
Don't mistakenly define foreknowledge as mere foresight. Don't imagine that "God looks down corridors of
time to learn what will happen, and therefore knows what will happen, and then determines that it shall
indeed happen." This postulation is both non-sensical and un-Scriptural, per God's nature and revelation.
God is always and fully all of His attributes. We can distinguish them but God is not divided or dependent.
When we better understand His fore-knowledge, we better worship Him. Coming up: we'll see how God's
fully fore-knowing is also forever fore-loving. He works out His perfect plan for His people!
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GOD IS: COSTLY LOVE
1- God's love is intrinsic, at the very heart of His divine nature. 2- God's love is infinite, from eternity past
to eternity future. The Bible resounds with the news that God's everlasting lovingkindness never fails.
When you are born again and place your trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, you begin living out His
eternal spiritual life, as God blesses you with His life-changing love. He redeems you!
3- God's love is costly. God's love is sacrificial agape-giving to the unlovely undeserving. 1 John 4:10
says, "in this is love, not that we have loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His appointed Son to be
the propitiation for our sins." Propitiation means the 'satisfactory payment' of Christ's sacrifice of His own
perfect life, which paid the penalty for sin. Agape love is costly, sacrificial, giving. And what God gave, the
life of His own son, actually paid the price. The sacrifice of Christ did not make salvation possible, it made
it a promise, to whoever will receive it. God's love redeems you, calls you, and saves you.
Sinclair Ferguson says, "God's love is the most amazing thing about Him. It is not His justice, nor His
majesty, nor even His blazing holiness, but the fact that He has made and keeps a covenant of personal
commitment and love to His people. John 10:11 "The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep"
(John 15:13). Romans 5:8 "God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us." CH Spurgeon says, "God gave God. He alone can save."
4- God's love is willful. He chooses and acts, to lavish His love on His people. Nothing worthy in us
deserves His love, it is only on the basis of His election. Luther said, "God loves us not because we are
valuable, but we are valuable because He loves us." Deuteronomy 7:7 "The LORD your God has chosen
you to be a people for His treasured possession. He has set His love on you and chose you, because the
LORD loves you and is keeping the oath thatHhe swore. Know therefore that the LORD your God is God,
the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love." God is the initiator, the lover who chooses you.
1 John 4:19 "We love because He first loved us." Ephesians 1 proclaims the willful volitional love of God,
which we simply humbly receive - and then give, loving others by putting His love into giving actions.
5- God's love is passionate. His acts of love are transforming. SJ Lawson says, "God's love is not cold
theology or accounting in His ledger. His heart is full of affection for His people and He takes action on
their behalf. If God took no action, no one would be saved, because all are lost in sin." Deuteronomy 30:9
"the LORD takes delight." Isaiah 64:4 "He acts for those who wait for Him." Jeremiah 32:41 "I will rejoice
in doing them good, with all My heart and soul." Zephaniah 3:17 "He will rejoice over you with gladness
and will quiet you by His love." In Luke 15:20 the prodigal father (God) ran and kissed and embraced and
rejoiced. God's love is costly, willful, and passionate. He takes action, redeems, and transforms you.
6- God's love is commanded. Love is a communicable attribute of God, so you can love as He does.
Love is the communicable mark of the Christian. 1 John 3:16-18 says "by this we know love, that He laid
down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's
good and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?"
James 2:15 and Matthew 25:40 echo this truth. Jesus said in John 15:10 that you are His follower if you
obey His commands, and He commanded over and over, "love one another."
Especially the family of believers. How? By practicing the self-sacrificing love of God, putting the needs of
others ahead of your own. Ephesians 4:2 "with all humility and gentleness, with patience bearing with one
another in love, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, so that the body of Christ builds itself up in love." Ephesians
5:1 "therefore be imitators of God. As beloved children walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself
up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God." Verses 18,30 echo 1 John 4:13, that we obey Him in love by
being filled with the Holy Spirit. Verse 25 specifically applies this "profound mystery" to marriage: "as
Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her - in the same way husbands are to love their wives."
Love throughout your life mirrors the love within the triune God. And this brings us back to where we
started. God is love. You know love only by knowing God, in His attributes and actions. You never know
true love until you know Jesus as Lord and Savior, God as Father, and the Holy Spirit as indwelling power.
God wants His people to experience the hesed-agape-love of the Trinity. Practice it, and pass it on.
Because He has called you and equipped you - to love others, as He first loves you!
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GOD IS: INFINITE LOVE
God is love. You learned this in Sunday School. You hear it on the street, in media. Even on the lips of
people who seem to be unbelievers. Yet they believe God is love. They love to say this when they want
you to approve their non-Christian behavior. The love of God is even an expletive. But what does it mean,
that God is love? 1 John 4, "love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins"
1- God's love is INTRINSIC. God is love, but love is not God. God is loving, because love is at the heart
of His divine nature. He defines all derivative forms of love. The Bible uses 'phileo' for tender affection,
friendship, and 'storge' for parental love of a child. Love is about giving, and lust is about taking, and 'eros'
is lustful perversion of husband-wife love. Self-giving sacrificial love is 'agape' - the love most associated
with God in the Bible. The New Testament uses it particularly of God's chosen people, just as the Old
Testament word 'hesed' refers to God's covenant love, loyal deliberate giving of favor to His people.
Psalm 103 says "the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting, on those who fear Him,
and to children's children, to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His commandments."
God's love is revealed in relationship to His people. WA Grudem says "God's love means God eternally
gives of Himself to others," because love is intrinsic to the trinity. If God were not three persons in one
Godhead, there would not be love. JI Packer says, "the endless life of the triune God is mutual affection
and honor." The Father from all eternity has loved the Son who has loved the Spirit who has loved the
Father, all in perfect love forever. Matthew 3:17 "this is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
John 3:35 "the Father loves the Son." John 17:24 "You loved Me before the foundation of the world." John
14:31 "I love the Father." Mutual love is impllied in John 14:13-14 as the Spirit speaks whatever He hears
from the Father, in order to glorify the Son. In Romans 5:5 the Holy Spirit pours out God's love, as in John
17:26 the love with which the Father has loved the Son has been poured out on believers. In Galatians
5:22, love is the fruit of the Spirit. The benediction in 2 Corinthians 13:14 says, "the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."
2- God's love is INFINITE. His love is from eternity past to eternity future. Psalm 103 speaks of God's
steadfast everlasting lovingkindness which never fails. Ephesians 1 proclaims its magnitude: even as He
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him,
in love, He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose
of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved, in whom we
have redemption through His blood, forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,
which He lavished on us. Whew! Breathtaking good news! God's eternal love in Christ placed on us prior
to creation. SJ Lawson says, God marked the horizon of our destination before our journey began.
1 John 3 says "see what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of
God, and so we are." In John 17:9 Jesus said, "I am not praying for the world, but for those whom You
have given to Me, for they are Yours; they are not of the world even as I am not of the world." In Jeremiah
31:3 the Lord says to His people, "I have loved you with an everlasting love." This does not mean every
person who has ever lived, but every person who has received God's favor. When God says "I love you"
He is speaking to His redeemed people, because everyone else has rejected His love, even though His
goodness ought to lead them to repentance and faith. JI Packer says, "the supreme expression of God's
goodness is the amazing grace and inexpressible love that shows kindness by saving sinners who
deserve only condemnation, and saving them at the tremendous cost of Christ's death on Calvary."
As 1 John 4 says, 'not that we loved God, but that He loved us'. We simply receive His love, and His life,
by grace through faith. SJ Lawson says "believers are objects of God's distinguishing redeeming love,
which is so great that He gave us His only begotten Son to die for us on a cruel cross, so that we will be
with Him forever and ever." So that we intimately experience His intrinsic and infinite love forever. The
best part is, you don't have to wait. You can know His eternal love today, by trusting Jesus!
Next time we'll explore how God's intrinsic, infinite love is costly, willful, passionate, and commanded.

GOD IS: INFINITE LOVE
God is love. You learned this in Sunday School. You hear it on the street, in media. Even on the lips of
people who seem to be unbelievers. Yet they believe God is love. They love to say this when they want
you to approve their non-Christian behavior. The love of God is even an expletive. But what does it mean,
that God is love? 1 John 4, "love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins"
1- God's love is INTRINSIC. God is love, but love is not God. God is loving, because love is at the heart
of His divine nature. He defines all derivative forms of love. The Bible uses 'phileo' for tender affection,
friendship, and 'storge' for parental love of a child. Love is about giving, and lust is about taking, and 'eros'
is lustful perversion of husband-wife love. Self-giving sacrificial love is 'agape' - the love most associated
with God in the Bible. The New Testament uses it particularly of God's chosen people, just as the Old
Testament word hesed refers to God's covenant love, loyal deliberate giving of favor to His people. Psalm
103 says "the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting, on those who fear Him, and
to children's children, to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His commandments."
God's love is revealed in relationship to His people. WA Grudem says "God's love means God eternally
gives of Himself to others," because love is intrinsic to the trinity. If God were not three persons in one
Godhead, there would not be love. JI Packer says, "the endless life of the triune God is mutual affection
and honor." The Father from all eternity has loved the Son who has loved the Spirit who has loved the
Father, all in perfect love forever. Matthew 3:17 "this is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
John 3:35 "the Father loves the Son." John 17:24 "You loved Me before the foundation of the world." John
14:31 "I love the Father." Mutual love is impllied in John 14:13-14 as the Spirit speaks whatever He hears
from the Father, in order to glorify the Son. In Romans 5:5 the Holy Spirit pours out God's love, as in John
17:26 the love with which the Father has loved the Son has been poured out on believers. In Galatians
5:22, love is the fruit of the Spirit. The benediction in 2 Corinthians 13:14 says, "the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."
2- God's love is INFINITE. His love is from eternity past to eternity future. Psalm 103 speaks of God's
steadfast everlasting lovingkindness which never fails. Ephesians 1 proclaims its magnitude: even as He
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him,
in love, He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose
of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved, in whom we
have redemption through His blood, forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,
which He lavished on us. Whew! Breathtaking good news! God's eternal love in Christ placed on us prior
to creation. SJ Lawson says, God marked the horizon of our destination before our journey began.
1 John 3 says "see what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of
God, and so we are." In John 17:9 Jesus said, "I am not praying for the world, but for those whom You
have given to Me, for they are Yours; they are not of the world even as I am not of the world." In Jeremiah
31:3 the Lord says to His people, "I have loved you with an everlasting love." This does not mean every
person who has ever lived, but every person who has received God's favor. When God says "I love you"
He is speaking to His redeemed people, because everyone else has rejected His love, even though His
goodness ought to lead them to repentance and faith. JI Packer says, "the supreme expression of God's
goodness is the amazing grace and inexpressible love that shows kindness by saving sinners who
deserve only condemnation, and saving them at the tremendous cost of Christ's death on Calvary." As 1
John 4 says, not that we loved God, but that He loved us. We simply receive His love, and His life, by
grace through faith. SJ Lawson says "believers are objects of God's distinguishing redeeming love, which
is so great that He gave us His only begotten Son to die for us on a cruel cross, so that we will be with
Him forever and ever." So that we intimately experience His intrinsic and infinite love forever. The best
part is, you don't have to wait - know His eternal love today, by trusting Jesus! But you can begin today!
JI Packer says God's redeeming love is particularlistic. When God says "I love you" He is speaking to His
redeemed people. Not all people without exception but to all those with the distinction that they are saved.
He points to God's elect scattered worldwide throughout the ungodly human community. Packer explains
God's goodness is the kindness and generosity of God to all people, which ought to lead to repentance
and faith. "The supreme expression of God's goodness is the amazing grace and inexpressible love that
shows kindness by saving sinners who deserve only condemnation, and saving them at the tremendous
cost of Christ's death on Calvary."

But there is much more to God's love. Next time we'll explore how His love is costly, willful, passionate,
and commanded.
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GOD IS: INFINITE LOVE
God is love. You learned this in Sunday School. You hear it on the street, in media, on the lips of people
who seem to be unbelievers. Yet they believe God is love. They love to say this when they want you to
approve their non-Christian behavior. The love of God is even an expletive. What does it mean, that God
is love? The Bible explains in 1 John 4, "Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God,
because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son
into the world, so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. "
1- God's love is INTRINSIC. God is love, but love is not God. God is loving, because love is at the heart
of His divine nature. He defines all derivative forms of love. The Bible uses phileo for tender affection,
friendship, and storge for parental love of a child. Love is about giving, and lust is about taking, and eros
is lustful perversion of husband-wife love. Self-giving sacrificial love is agape, the love most associated
with God in the Bible. The New Testament uses it particularly of God's chosen people. Just like the Old
Testament word hesed refers to God's covenant love, loyal deliberate giving of favor to His people. Psalm
103 says "the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting, on those who fear Him, and
to children's children, to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His commandments."
God's love is revealed in relationship to His people. WA Grudem says "God's love means God eternally
gives of Himself to others" because love is intrinsic to the trinity. If God were not three persons in one
Godhead, there could not be love. JI Packer says, "the endless life of the triune God is mutual affection
and honor." The Father from all eternity has loved the Son who has loved the Spirit who has loved the
Father, all in perfect love forever. Matthew 3:17 "this is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
John 3:35 "the Father loves the Son." John 17:24 "You loved Me before the foundation of the world." John
14:31 "I love the Father." Mutual love is impllied in John 14:13-14 as the Spirit speaks whatever He hears
from the Father, in order to glorify the Son. In Romans 5:5 the Holy Spirit pours out God's love, as in John
17:26 the love with which the Father has loved the Son has been poured out on believers. In Galatians
5:22, love is the fruit of the Spirit. The benediction in 2 Corinthians 13:14 says, "the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."
2- God's love is INFINITE. His love is from eternity past to eternity future. Psalm 103 speaks of God's
steadfast everlasting lovingkindness which never fails. Ephesians 1 proclaims its magnitude: even as He
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him,
in love, He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose
of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved, in whom we
have redemption through His blood, forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,
which He lavished on us. Whew! Breathtaking good news! God's eternal love in Christ placed on us prior
to creation. SJ Lawson says, God marked the horizon of our destination before our journey began.
1 John 3 says "see what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of
God, and so we are." In John 17:9 Jesus said, "I am not praying for the world, but for those whom You
have given to Me, for they are Yours; they are not of the world even as I am not of the world." In Jeremiah
31:3 the Lord says to His people, "I have loved you with an everlasting love." God is not speaking of every
person who has ever lived without exception, but every person who is distinguished by having received

God's favor. JI Packer says God's redeeming love is particularlistic. When God says "I love you" He is
speaking to His redeemed people, because everyone else has rejected His love.
God's redeeming love is a facet of His goodness, Packer explains, and the kindness and generosity of
God to all people ought to lead them to repentance and faith. He says, "The supreme expression of God's
goodness is the amazing grace and inexpressible love that shows kindness by saving sinners who
deserve only condemnation, and saving them at the tremendous cost of Christ's death on Calvary." As 1
John 4 says, not that we loved Him, but that He loved us. We simply receive His love and His life.
SJ Lawson says "believers are the objects of God's distinguishing redeeming love, which is so great that
He gave us His only begotten Son to die for us on a cruel cross, so that we will be with Him forever and
ever." So that believers intimately experience His intrinsic and infinite love forever. The best part is, you
don't have to wait - you can know His eternal love today, by trusting Jesus!

JI Packer says God's redeeming love is particularlistic. When God says "I love you" He is speaking to His
redeemed people. Not all people without exception but to all those with the distinction that they are saved.
He points to God's elect scattered worldwide throughout the ungodly human community. Packer explains
God's goodness is the kindness and generosity of God to all people, which ought to lead to repentance
and faith. "The supreme expression of God's goodness is the amazing grace and inexpressible love that
shows kindness by saving sinners who deserve only condemnation, and saving them at the tremendous
cost of Christ's death on Calvary."
But there is much more to God's love. Next time we'll explore how His love is costly, willful, passionate,
and commanded.

GOD IS: INFINITE LOVE
God is love. You learned this in Sunday School. You hear it on the street, in media, on the lips of people
who seem to be unbelievers. Yet they believe God is love. They love to say this when they want you to
approve their non-Christian behavior. The love of God is even an expletive. What does it mean? The
Bible explains in 1 John 4, "Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that
we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us, and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abies in us and His love is perfected in us."
1- God's love is INTRINSIC. Love is at the very heart of the nature of God. God is love, but love is not
God. God is loving, because love is at the core of His divine nature. His love defines all derivative forms
of love. The English word love translates several Greek words. The Bible uses phileo for tender affection
of friendship, and storge for parental love of a child. The Bible does not use eros, the lustful perversion of
husband-wife love. By the way, lust is about taking, and love is about giving. This is at the heart of God
who is our creator, sustainer, redeemer. The Bible word most associated with God's love is agape. This is
self-giving sacrificial love. The New Testament uses it particularly of God's chosen people, those who
have received His favor. It is closely related to the Old Testament word hesed, God's covenant love, His
loyal deliberate giving of favor to His people. Psalm 103 says "the steadfast love of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting, on those who fear Him, and to children's children, to those who keep His
covenant and remember to do His commandments." God's love is revealed in relationship to His people.
Theologian Wayne Grudem says "God's love means God eternally gives of Himself to others." Because
love is intrinsic to the trinity. If God were not three persons in one Godhead, there could not be love. JI
Packer says, "the endless life of the triune God is one of mutual affection and honor." The Father from all
eternity has loved the Son who has love the Spirit who has loved the Father, all in perfect love forever.
Matthew 3:17 "this is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." John 3:35 "the Father loves the Son."
In John 17:24 Jesus said "You loved Me before the foundation of the world" and in John 14:31 "I love the
Father." Mutual love is impllied in John 14:13-14 as the Spirit speaks whatever He hears from the Father,
in order to glorify the Son. In Romans 5:5 the Holy Spirit pours out God's love, as in John 17:26 "the love
with which the Father has loved the Son has been poured out on believers. In Galatians 5:22, love is the

fruit of the Spirit. The benediction in 2 Corinthians 13:14 says, "the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the
love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."
2- God's love is INFINITE. His love is from eternity past to eternity future. Psalm 103 speaks of God's
steadfast everlasting lovingkindness which never fails. Ephesians 1 proclaims its magnitude in one long
sentence: even as He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before Him, in love, He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in
the Beloved, in whom we have redemption through His blood, forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of His grace, which He lavished on us. Whew! Breathtaking good news!
God's eternal love in Christ was placed on us before we were created. SJ Lawson says, God marked the
horizon of our destination before our journey began. 1 John 3 says "see what kind of love the Father has
given to us, that we shyould be called the children of God, and so we are." In John 17:9 Jesus said, "I am
not praying for the world, but for those whom You have given to Me, for they are Yours; they are not of
the world even as I am not of the world." In Jeremiah 31:3 the Lord says to His people, "I have loved you
with an everlasting love." JI Packer says God's redeeming love is particularlistic. When God says "I love
you" He is speaking to His redeemed people. Not all people without exception but to all those with the
distinction that they are saved. He points to God's elect scattered worldwide throughout the ungodly
human community. Packer explains God's goodness is the kindness and generosity of God to all people,
which ought to lead to repentance and faith. "The supreme expression of God's goodness is the amazing
grace and inexpressible love that shows kindness by saving sinners who deserve only condemnation,
grace and inexpressible love that shows kindness by saving sinners who deserve only condemnation,
and saving them at the tremendous cost of Christ's death on Calvary."
SJ Lawson says "believers are objects of God's distinguishing redeeming love, which is so great that He
gave us His only begotten Son to die for us on a cruel cross, so that we will be with Him forever and
ever." So that we will intimately experience His intrinsic infinite love forever. But there is much more to
God's love. Next time we'll explore how His love is costly, willful, passionate, and commanded.

When God says I love U He is spkg to His redeemed ppl, not to all ppl w.o exception but to all those with
th distnction= who are redeemed Packer NT teaching on redemption is particularistic thruout & when
world is said to be loved & redeemed (eg jn3:16-17, 2co5:19, 1jn2:2)
reference is to th great number of God's elect scattered worldwide thruout th ungodly human community,
not to each & every person who did, does, or shall exist. =tht only makes sense whn undrstnd "love"
packer explns Gods redeemng love as facet of God's goodnss =kindnss & generosity of God to all
creatures...& mercy, compassion, pity shown to ppl in distress & which ought to lead to repentance. "Th
supreme expressn of God's goodnss is th amazng grace & inexprssble love tht shows kindnss tby savng
sinnrs who deserve only condemnation, & saving them at the tremendous cost of Christ's death on Calvry
SJ Lawson says "believers are objects of God's distinguishing redeeming love, which is so great that He
gave us His only begotten Son to die for us on a cruel cross, so that we will be with Him forever and
ever." So that we will intimately experience His intrinsic infinite love forever. But there is much more to
God's love. Next time we'll explore how His love is costly, willful, passionate, and commanded.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.09.28
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
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GOD IS: COSTLY LOVE
part two

3- God's love is costly - sacrificial agape giving to the unlovely
back to p1212=1jn4:10 in this is agape-love, not tht we have loved God bt tht He loved us & sentappointed His Son to be th propitiation for our sins Love-agape-giving-costly-sacrificial...propitiation - what
God gave actually paid the price, not made it possible, but made it a promise, to whoever will receive it
=underservering sinners... S.Ferg
God's love is th most amazing thing about Him. It is not His justice, nor His majesty, nor even His blazing
holiness, but th fact tht he has made & keeps a covenant of personal commitment & love to His ppl.
Jn10:11 th Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep Jn15:13 Rom5:8 but God shows His love for
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us Sprgn=God gave God -He alone can save
4- God's love is willful - choosing to lavish His love on His people
1jn4:10 p1212 volitional In this is love, not tht we have loved God but tht he loved us & sent his Son to be
th propitiatn payment for our sins.luther God loves us not because we are valuable, but we are valuable
bcz He loves us" Nothing worthy in us -only on basis of God's election Deut7:7 th L.your God has chosen
U to be a ppl for His treasured possession=set His love on U & chose U bcz th L loved U & is keepng th
oath that He swore -v9 know therefore tht the L your G is G, th faithful G who keeps covenant & steadfast
love...=God is initator-lover 1jn4:19 we love bcz He first loved us. Eph1 =willful, volitional love - whch we
humbly receive His love & put it into giving actions...
5- God's love is passionate - His acts of love are transforming
SJL God's love is not cold theology or accounting in His ledger... His heart is full of affection for His ppl &
He takes action on their behalf. If God took no action, no one would be saved - bcz all are lost in sin Deut
30:9 th Lord takes delight;Isa 64:4 He acts for those who wait for Him Jer 32:41 I will rejoice in doing thm
good, w. all My heart & soul Zph3:17 He will rejoice over U w.gladness & will quiet U by His love
Lk15:20 prodigal father - ran & kissed & embraced & rejoiced &tc
6- God's love is commanded - communicable mark of the Christian
p1212 1jn3:16-18 p1212 read tothr by this we know love, tht He laid down His life for us & we ought to
lay down our lives for th brothers. But if anyone has th worlds goods & sees his brothr in need, yet closes
his heart against him, how does Gods love abide in him? Little childrn, let us not love in word or talk but in
deed & in truth. =what God did= showd us love. Jn15:10 we are His follwrs if we obey His cmmnds & He
said over&over, love one another...spelled out especially in reltn to family of believrs...practicng selfsacrificng love of God, puttng needs of othrs b4 own, eg Eph4:2 w.all humility &gentlnss w.patnce bearng
w.one anthr in love...in unity of thHS...so th Body.C builds up in love
Eph5:1 therfor be imitators of God, as belovd chldrn &walk in love, as Christ lovd us &gave Himself up for
us, an offerng& sacrifice to God. Eph5:18,30 we do ths being filld w.HS (1jn4:13) to obey Him in love =&
prime exmpl Eph5:25 applies ths specifcally to marriage= husbnds love Ur wives, as C lovd th chrch &
gave Himself up for her In same way husbnds are to love thr wives.. Paul calls this a profound mystery,
how love thru-out our lives is to mirror love w-in th Trinity..
so this brings us back to where we started...GOD is love...F-S-HS... & we know love only by knowing
God in His attributes & His actions U will never know true love until U know J~LS...Do u? That's how
God wnts His ppl to receive the hesed-agape love of the Trinity, & to expernce it, practce it, & pass it on
to others=growng Gods family w. overflowng good news abt J...bcz He's equipped U w.th HS & called
U=to put needs of othrs 1st, by His love& power& grace... =do U love, bcz He 1st loved U? ..Trust & obey
Him, as U ovrflow His love today!

30 JULY 2017 –Riverside Church–Rev.Grant Mangold *RECORD*
CALL.TO.WORSHP Ps103 HearTheWordofTheLORD- ((God=love))

Th Lord is merciful & gracious, slow to anger & abounding in steadfast love.
For as high as th heavens are above th earth, so great is His steadfast love, toward those who fear
Him. As far as th east is frm th west so far does He remove our transgressions frm us. Th steadfast
love of thL. is frm evrlstng to evrlastng . on those who fear Him, &to chldrns chldrn, to those who keep
His covenant & remember to do His commandments. Bless th L. O my soul

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.09.14
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
- Rev. Grant Mangold www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
GOD IS: GRACIOUS
God is grace. He gives His good things to the undeserving. Being gracious is integral to His nature. Last
time we saw: 1- God freely gives His grace for His own glory, 2- His grace redeems undeserving sinners,
3- His grace extends to whoever will receive Him. Here are three more ways God is gracious.
4- God's grace provides THE ONLY WAY to be saved, through Jesus Christ. The familiar acronym
GRACE "God's Riches At Christ's Expense" is a mere introduction to the abounding grace of God. As SJ
Lawson says, the oceans of God's grace come to us through the pipeline of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is
the only pathway to God, and to receive His blessings. John 1:14 "The Word became flesh, the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth. And from His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace."
Grace multiplied over and over. 1 John 5:11 "This is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life, whoever does not have the Son of God does not have
life." When you are born again from above by the Holy Spirit, you believe and receive Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior. This new spiritual life is not only for eternity to come, but for here and now.
5- God's grace empowers the believer's TRANSFORMED LIFE in Christ. God changes you from
sinner to saint, as you become more like Christ. That's the whole point of God's grace. 2 Corinthians 5:17
"in Christ, you are a new creation, the old is gone, the new has come." Romans 5:20 "grace abounds all
the more so that grace reigns through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
Sin no longer reigns in your life, and God's grace empowers you to live out His life through yours.
How? In all you are and have in every circumstance. TRIALS: 2 Corinthians 12:9 "My grace is sufficient
for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness." 2 Timothy 2:1 "be strengthened by the grace that is
in Jesus Christ as you share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus." 2 Peter 2:20 "This is a
gracious thing in the sight of God, that you do good and suffer for it and endure, for to this you have been
called." HUMILITY: James 4:6 "He gives more grace. God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God,
and He will draw near to you." Hebrews 4:16 "with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need." 1 Peter 5:10, He is "the God of all grace."
GOOD WORDS: Colossians 4:6 "let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so you may
know how you ought to answer each person." 1 Peter 4:10 "as each has received a gift, use it to serve
one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of
God, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ." GOOD WORKS: 1 Peter 4:9 "show
hospitality to one another without grumbling" and "whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength
that God supplies." Titus 2:14 "He redeemed us to be zealous for good works." Ephesians 4:7 "grace was
given to each one of us, for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ." 1 Corinthians 12:6 "for it
is the same God who empowers them all in everyone." 2 Thessalonians 2:16 "now may our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself and God our Father who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through
grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work." And in GIVING: as you pass on to
others, His grace given to you. Not to get saved, but because you have been saved.
6- God's grace multiplies as YOU are likewise gracious to others. God gives you all your talents, time
and treasures. 2 Corinthians 8:9 says believers are to "excel in the grace of giving" because "you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that
you through His poverty might become rich." Unable to save ourselves, we need His riches of grace in
salvation. Yet the apostle applies this to your stewardship of resources, "so that your abundance at this
present time should supply the needs of others." Your wallet is a spiritual test. Is it yours or God's? For
your will or His will? Dollar signs always show how much you understand grace. Because it's not about
what you get, but how it flows through. By His power and grace. Unexaggerated grace!
2 Corinthians 9:8 says "God is able to make ALL grace abound to you, so that having ALL sufficiency in
ALL things at ALL times, you may abound in EVERY good work." He supplies not just finances, but for
every need. "You will be enriched in EVERY way for all your generosity, which will produce thanksgiving
to God, because of your submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the
generosity of your contribution, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. Thanks be to God for
His inexpressible gift!" The undeserved gifts of the God of all grace! Pass it on!

Because He is, 1 Peter 5:10 "the God of all grace."

you through His poverty might become rich." Unable to save ourselves, we need the riches of grace in
salvation. Yet the apostle applies this to your stewardship of resources, "so that your abundance at this
It's all given by His grace, and done by His power through you, not to be saved but because you have
been saved.
SAVE=for PDF= We saw last time how God is grace. He gives His good things to the undeserving. He
displays all He is and does in grace. Being gracious is integral to His divine nature. 1- God's grace is
given freely for His own glory, 2- God's grace redeems undeserving sinners, 3- God's grace extends to
whoever will receive Him. Here are three more ways God reveals Himself as gracious.

Pass along what He gives you!

23 JULY 2017 –Riverside Church–Rev.Grant Mangold *RECORD*
CALL.TO.WORSHP Ps86 HearTheWordofTheLORD- ((God=gracious))
Incline Ur ear O.L & answer me, for I am poor & needy, who trusts in U. Be gracious to me, O L, for
U.O.L, are good & forgvng & abndng in steadfst love to all who call upn U, give ear O.L to my p rayer,
listn to my plea for grace, in th day of my trbl I call upn U for U answr me. Teach me Ur way OL tht I
may walk in Ur truth, unite my heart to fear Ur name. U O.L. are a God merciful & gracious, turn to me
& be gracious to me, give strngth to Ur servnt, & save me
May God bless the hearing & our heeding of His holy Word.Amen!
G.R.A.C.E...word hear so much in church, perhaps we lose sight of what it means...God reveals
Himself as God of grace, He is gracious &all He is &does is displayed in grace =so it's an "action
attribute" God givng His good thngs to th undeservng. U can't earn it,U dont deserve it, but God
gives it when & to whom He will. kindalike this? $50 bill... USgrant...U don't deserve it...but going to
give U anyway one under seat cushion..found it? Its yours! God's grace is like that U've heard
acronym G-R-A-C-E God's riches at Christ's expense... mere intro to God's grace=so much more.
SL=grace of God enlivens our hearts, energizes our soul, empowrs our inner persn, excites us to knw
Him more, bcz of th extraordinary effect God & His grace have upn us. 2pet3:18 sez we are to grow in
th grace of our L&S JC - Today let's explore th riches of God's grace upon grace...G.R.A.C.E.
1 God's Grace is GIVEN FREELY for His own glory...Ep2:8-9 p1160 awana= read by grace U
have been saved thru faith & this is not Ur own doing, it is th gift of God, not a result of works,
so tht no one may boast. Ro3:23 all have sinnd &fall short of glory of God &are justified (declared
righteous) by His grace as a gift, thru th redmptn tht is in CJ. Grace is gift, unearned. Ro6:23 wages of
sin is death but free gift of God is eternal life in CJ ourL. Wages=earned bt true gift is undeservd. U
like all th rest of mankind are undeservng =sinners, not owed God's grace, c ant demand, He gives bcz
gracious =ctw= God is merciful & gracious, abounding in steadfast love=Ps86 &
David consciously quotes Ex33:19 =God said to Moses, My name is the LORD (I AM WHO I AM) & I
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, & will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. sovereign
God=sovereign grace= given by Him for His own purposes. & v34:6 th L.proclaimd th.L, th.L, a God
merciful & gracious, slow to anger & abounding in steadfast love & faithfulness, forgiving iniquity &
transgression & sin but who will by no means clear the guilty. SIN must be paid for & thts what God
did thru His promised Messiah=
2 God's gRace REDEEMS th undeservng eternally effective Eph1:7 in Him we have redemptn
thru His blood, th forgiveness of our trespasses, accrdng to th riches of His grace lavished upon us
Sinclair Ferguson- Grace silences negotiations about our contribution before they can even begin. By
definition we cannot ‘qualify’ for grace in any way, by any means, or thru any action.” 2ti1:9 p.1181 read
He saved us &calld us to a holy callng not bcz of our works but bcz of His own purpose &grace, whch
He gave us in CJ before th ages began &whch has now been manifestd thr apprng of Savior God's
grace is efficient, efficacious, it actually redeems. doesnt just make it possible, it makes it sure.
Ro11:6 remnant, chosen by grace. If it is by grace it is not on th basis of works otherwise grace wld no
longer be grace. grace= giving U what U don't deserve... mercy= not giving you what U do deserve ...
Christ paid your penalty so U will not be punished for your sins, He was punished for you= mercy ...
grace= giving U what don't deserve= righteousness of Christ to Ur account 2cor5:21 & redemption is
real, not potential, but actual...Acts15:11 you are saved thru th grace of th LJ= rescued frm peril,
deliverd frm danger, Tit3:5 He saved us not bcz of works done in righteousness but accrdng to His
own mercy, by the regeneration & renewal of the HS, whom He poured out on us richly thru JC our S
--Martyn Lloyd-Jones =Grace is favor shown to people who do not deserve any favor at all. We deserve
nothing but hell. If U think you deserve heaven, U are not a Christian." God saves undesrvng sinnrs
3 God's grAce is Availbl to all ppls...extnds whosoevr will blv
Rv7:9 p1223 company of redeemed in hvn, great multitude no one cld number, frm evry nation, all
tribes &ppls &langages clothed in white robes cryng salvatn belngs to our God & th Lamb on throne !
Jn 3:16 God so lovd th world tht whosoevr blvs in J. will be saved Tit2:11 grace of God has apprd
brngng salvtn for all ppl..J-G, M-F, S-F, all ppl w.o distinctin not all w.o exception...=not universalism,
1tim2:4 God our Savi1or desires all ppl to be saved & come to th knowldge of th truth, v5 for there is 1
God & there is 1 mediator btw God & men, th man JC, who gave Himself as a ransom.. =leads to
4 God's graCe is in CHRIST th only way grace comes thru LJ
SL th oceans of God's grace come to us thru th pipeline of th LJC=
in Christ=only 1path to God & only 1way to His blssngs grace=LJC p1053 jn1.14 Word bcm flesh, th
only Son frm th Fthr, full of grace & truth. & frm His fullness we have all received =grace upon grace

not just grace but grace upon grace= grace, multiplied over & over.
...How? 1jn1:12 believe &
receive in LJC by being born again HS
1jn5:11 this is the testimony, tht God gave us eternal life, & ths life is in His Son. Whoevr has th Son
has life, whover does not have th Son of God does not have life = believe&receive in Jesus alone & U
will receive Gods grace= new eternal spiritual life =for here&now
5 God's gracE EMPOWERS your new life...as God totally transforms U frm sinner to saint...as
U become more like Christ. That's whole point of God's grace - to make U more like Him by HS. 2cor
5:17 a new creation=old is gone, new has come, bcz Rom5:20 grace abounds all th more so tht grace
reigns thru rightsns leadng to eternal life thru JCour L=sin no longer reigns in your life! see, God's
grace isn't just for eternity to come, it also EMPOWERS you today to live out grace of God in Ur daily
life...grace communicable attribute of God = U are to grow in grace...espec in trials Ps86 O Lord, I
am poor needy, listen to my plea for grace, for U.O.L are a God merciful &gracious, turn to me &be
gracious to me. 2cor12:9 apstl Paul prayed midst trials, God said My grace is sufficient for U, for My
power is made perfect in weakness. 2tim2:1 be strengthnd by th grace tht is in JC as you share in
sufferng as good soldier of CJ... 2pet2:20 this is gracious thing in th sight of God, =do good & suffer
for it & endure & for this U have been called... Heb4:16 let us thn w.confidnce draw near to th throne
of grace tht we may receive mercy &find grace to help in time of need. God will nt only strngthn w.His
grace but= in humility Jms4:6 God gives more grace, God opposes th proud but gives grace to th
humble (prov3:34) again 1pet5.. & see this espec in speech =words U choose to use Col4:6 let Ur
speech always be gracious, seasoned w.salt, so U may know how U ought to answr each person
1pet4:10 show hospitality w.o grmblng as each has receivd a grace-gift use it to serve one anthr as
good stewards of G's varied grace. v11 tht in evrthng God may be glorified thru JC= all we do &say
=espec in our respnse to othr ppls needs =& God gives grace to do good works by powr of indwllng
HS=Tit2:14 redeemed us to be zealous for good works Eph4:7 grace was given to each one of us
accrdng to th measure of Christ's gift, for th work of ministry, to build up th body of Christ ... 1cor12 for
it is th same God who empowers thm all in evryone 2ths2:16 now may our LJC Himself & God our Fthr
who love us & gave us eternal comfort & good hope thru grace, comfort Yr hearts & establish them in
every good work...all do &say &especially in giving=stewardship of time,talents,treasures= evryday
God gives U opps to dsplay His grace to othrs, evn undsrvd...wk ago tk offrng help sngle mom
w.electric bills & move to new location, &not only material help but spiritual =have U been praying for
her ths wk ?? &espec our Elders have come alngsde =as God gives grace we share =amazing reallife illustration orchestratd by God in His grace to us
Ur rdgs ths wk incl 2co8-9 p1149 clssic pwrfl passge abt ppl in their own needs who give back to God
to help others in need 2cor8:7= to excel in th grace of giving v9 for U know th grace of our LJC, tht tho
He was rich, yet for Ur sake He became poor, so tht U by His poverty might bcm rich. &apostle applies
GRACE Gods riches at
Christ's expense, applies this to UR giving v14 tht your abundance at th present time shld supply th
needs of others... your wallet is always a spiritual test, is it God's or yours? for your will or His will?
$$ always shows how much we undrstnd grace= tht all comes from God who is UN -ENDING supply of
grace...He gives more & more...
so tht $50 I gave away earlier, tht was a spiritual test, not just for me but for th person who received it
-how will they overflow this grace of God into their life & overflow it into the lives of others ???
=how will it glorify God step by step, hand to hand? 2cor9:8 God is able to make ALL GRACE
abound to U (rmbr= undeserved gifts) so that having ALL sufficiency in ALL things at all times, you
may abound in every good work... v10 =its all abt God providing seed for Ur harvest of righteousness,
to be enriched in every way for all your generosity =not just financial, bt every way =grace for every
need
v12 bcz supplying needs of th saints results in many thanksgivings to God, glorifying God bcz of your
submission flowing from your confession of th gospel of C, & displayed in Ur generosity v14 bcz of th
surpassing grace of God upon U. Thnks be (grace be) to God for His inexpressible gift. - may this be
the prayer of Ur heart as togthr we come in prayer to th God of all grace, at His throne of all grace .

 PRAYER  RESPONSE=OFFRNG= thx, warkentin, BOTTLES
 BENEDICTION ~2THESS1:11-12 we always pray for U tht our God
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GOD IS: GRACE
The Lord reveals Himself as a God of grace, gracious to all. And all that He does is displayed in grace. It's
an "action attribute" of God, which extends from His divine nature and character. Grace is God giving His
good things to the undeserving. God is gracious because He is defined by grace. Theologian SJ Lawson
says, "the grace of God enlivens our hearts, energizes our soul, empowers our inner person, excites us to
know Him more," because of the extraordinary effect God and His grace have upon His people.
1- God's grace is GIVEN FREELY for His own glory. In Psalm 86, David prays, "Be gracious to me, O
Lord, for You are good and forgiving and abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon You... Listen to
my plea for grace... You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, turn to me and be gracious to me, and
save me." He consciously quotes from Moses in Exodus 33:11 and 34:6. "My name is the LORD and I will
be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy." The sovereign
God gives His sovereign grace because He IS gracious. Grace is integral to His character. You can't earn
it, you can't demand it, and you don't deserve it. But God gives His grace, to all who ask.
Ephesians 2:8-9 says you are saved by grace through faith, not by works. Romans 3:23 says His grace is
an unearned gift. Romans 6:23 says the wages of sin is death, but the freely given gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Wages are earned and deserved. A true gift is unearned and undeserved.
Grace is getting what you do not deserve. Mercy is not getting what you do deserve. God is both
merciful and gracious. Sinners are not owed God's grace. We deserve death, but He give s life to all
who turn to Jesus Christ in saving faith. For His own purposes and for His own eternal glory.
2- God's grace redeems UNDESERVING sinners. God saves sinners. His grace is eternally effective. It
doesn't simply make salvation possible, His grace makes it sure and secure. Ephesians 1:7 says "in Him
we have redemption" according to the riches of His grace lavished upon us. 2 Timothy 1:9 says it is all
accomplished, by God's own purpose and grace "which He gave to us in Christ Jesus before the ages
began." Romans 11:6 says "if it is by grace it is not on the basis of works, otherwise grace would no
longer be grace." Titus 3:5 says, "He saved us not because of works done in righteousness, but
according to His own mercy." Grace is unearned and undeserved.
SB Ferguson affirms, "grace silences negotiations about our contribution before they can even begin. By
definition we cannot 'qualify' for grace in any way, by any means, or through any action." Christ alone paid
your penalty so you will not be punished. That's mercy. He erases your debt, then credits His own
righteousness to your acount. That's grace. Undeserved. As Martyn Lloyd-Jones declares, "grace is favor
shown to people who do not deserve any favor at all. We deserve nothing but hell. If you think you
deserve heaven, you are not a Christian."
3- God's grace extends to WHOSOEVER WILL receive Him. God's grace is unearned and undeserved
but is available to all people. Revelation 7:9 presents the company of the redeemed in heaven, a great
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, all tribes and peoples and languages, clothed in
white robes, calling out "salvation belongs to our God and the Lamb on the throne." Like numerous other
passages, John 3:16 proclaims God so loved the world, that whoever believes in Jesus will be saved.
Titus 2:11 says "the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people." The Bible does not
teach universalism, as if "all" people will be saved. These passages do not delineate the "world" or "all
people" as all without exception, but rather as all without distinction. The gospel is not for one ethnic
group but for all people groups, male and female, slave and free. 1 Timothy 2:4, "God our Savior, who
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all." Jesus was
promised to come through the Jews as Messiah, to save even Gentiles - whosoever will believe in Him.
What about YOU? These truths Scripturally and logically lead to three points we will consider next time:
4- God's grace provides the only way to be saved, through Jesus Christ. 5- God's grace empowers the
believer's transformed life in Christ. 6- God's grace multiplies as you are gracious to others. God's grace
is not something you deserve or can earn. Simply receive His grace by faith. Believe what He says. Put
your trust in Jesus Christ alone. Live for Him by His power within you. By God's grace!
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GOD IS: GOOD
One of the first prayers many people learn is "God is great, God is good, we thank Him for our food." Our
English word for God comes from the Germanic word for good. But stop someone on the street, and
whether or not they think God is good probably depends on their present circumstances.
1. God is GOOD in His character. Anyone who says God is not good must think they are greater than
God. We don't know "good" apart from God. He defines good because He is good, in every attribute.
Psalm 100:5, "The Lord is good." Psalm 106:1 "Praise the Lord, O give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good." Zechariah 9:17 "How great is His goodness." Psalm 52:9 "Your name is good." SJ Lawson says,
"Within Himself, in His own being, God is abundantly good. His heart is the perpetual fountain of
goodness, from which is flowing down like a swelling river, waves of goodness, descending from His
throne upon His creation. God is good. He is the source of all good. He is the supply of all good. The
constant testimony of Scripture affirms the goodness of God." He gives "common grace" to all.
2. God is GOOD to all creation, to every creature. Psalm 145 "the Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He has
made. The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food in due season. You open your hand; You
satisfy the desire of every living thing." Psalm 136:25 and Psalm 104:27 echo "all creatures look to You;
when you open Your hand they are filled with good things." Job 38:41 "He provides the raven its prey."
Matthew 6:26 "birds of the air neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your Heavenly Father
feeds them." God gives all that is necessary for all of life, as He sustains all of His creation. Colossians
1:17 "in Him all things hold together." Hebrews 1:3 "He upholds the universe by the word of His power."
God is good to every creature in His created order, in all His good creation.
3. God is GOOD even to unbelievers. Matthew 5:45, "He makes His sun to rise on the evil and the good,
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust." Acts 14:17 shows He does this as a witness to unbelievers.
The unconverted live the same physical life as believers, with the same abilities, aspirations, and Godshaped vacuum in their souls. God's "common grace" is not redemptive, but it can lead to saving grace.
Romans 2:4 "do you presume on the riches of His kindness, forbearance and patience, not knowing that
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?" Believers also can misinterpret God's goodness.
Psalm 73 "I was envious of the arrogant, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked, and said all in vain
have I kept my heart clean, for I have been stricken. Until I went into the sanctuary of God, then I
discerned their end." Psalm 37 "fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers.
Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. Delight yourself in the Lord,
and He will give you the desires of your heart; commit your way to Him." The "common grace" good that
unbelievers experience is only earthly, not eternal. But God's goodness can transcend your situation.
4. God is GOOD especially to His children. God pours out "special grace" on believers. James 1:17
"every good and perfect gift" comes from Him, including these: Pardon, Psalm 86:5 "for You O Lord are
good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon You." Provision, Matthew 7:7 "how
much more will Your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask Him." Psalm 34:8 "taste and see
that the Lord is good. Blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him." Protection, Nahum 1:7 "the Lord is
good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; He knows those who take refuge in Him." Psalm 84:11 "the Lord
God is a sun and shield; He bestows favor and honor. No good thing does He withhold from those who
walk uprightly. Blessed is the one who trusts in You." Purpose, Jeremiah 29:11 "I know the plans I have
for you, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope." And the perfect gift of salvation,
Jeremiah 31:12, "the Lord has redeemed him, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
and they shall languish no more. My people will be satisfied with My goodness, declares the Lord."
5. God is GOOD, so how should YOU be? God is good in all that He is and in all that He does. His reborn children are to be like Him, by His power within. Romans 3 says no one is good. The only way
you can BE good is to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, regenerated by the Holy Spirit wit h
saving faith, not by works. Once God has made you good, then you are to DO good, living out His life
through yours. Ephesians 2:8-10 "for we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." Good works are the fruit of faith, the
result of being saved. And as you are then transformed by God to be more like Christ (Romans 12:1-2)
you are to discern and to do the good and perfect will of God. All because GOD IS GOOD !
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GOD IS: ALL-WISE
Who is the wisest person you've ever known? Probably someone older who gained, from others, not only
knowledge but experience in what to do. People think computers are smart, but are they wise? Ordinary
people must program them to do the right thing in the right way at the right time and right place. Yet in
every aspect of life, we finite beings quickly reach the end of ourselves, our knowledge, and wisdom.
1. GOD DEFINES WISDOM. Wisdom is often described as "right use of knowledge." The best means to
the best end. Achieve the highest purpose, avoid harm, and do the greatest good. Reality teaches us we
cannot know wisdom apart from God. Wisdom is a dimension of God's own character. He defines it. God
IS wisdom. God is not only all-knowing, and all-powerful, but all-wise. Romans 16:27 "the only wise God."
Job 9:4 "wise in heart." Job 12:13 "with God are wisdom and might; He has counsel and understanding."
Romans 11:33 "O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and how inscrutable His ways." Revelation 7:12 ascribes wisdom to God alone, for all eternity.
It is intrinsic to God's divine nature. In all His attributes and actions, He always glorifies His name.
2. GOD DISPLAYS WISDOM. In creation, God brought into existence everything that we know. Psalm
104:24 "O Lord, how manifold are Your works, in wisdom You have made them all." Calvin describes the
universe as a theatre where God's wisdom and power are always on display. Scientists keep discovering
aspects of the universe at both macro and micro levels that are unexplainable by other than God. Psalm
193:14 "I praise You for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are Your works; my soul knows it
very well." Ecclesiastes 3:11 "He has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what
God has done from beginning to the end." God is infinite, and all our discoveries will never answer all our
questions about His purpose and the meaning of life, except what God reveals to us. In His providence,
God wisely sustains all creation and events to accomplish His purposes. Psalm 139:16 "In Your book
were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were none of
them." The Bible shows how His perfect wisdom is always perfectly worked out, especially during trials.
God displays His wisdom not only in His will and in His works, but also through His holy Word.
3. GOD DISPERSES WISDOM. We are made in God's image. But our wisdom, corrupted by sin, is a
mere reflection of His infinite wisdom. True wisdom comes from God, through His Written Word and His
Living Word. Psalm 111:10 "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Only as you rightly revere
God in all His glorious attributes can you begin to understand Him, and the implications for your life.
Psalm 19:7 "the law of the Lord is perfect, making wise the simple." His Written Word points to the Living
Word, who makes foolish the wisdom of the world, because as 1 Corinthians 1:24 says, "Christ is the
power of God and the wisdom of God." Faith in Christ is not just intellectual, assenting to truths and facts,
but is first spiritual regeneration. It's not about your works, trying to live out the wisdom of God in order to
please Him. Rather, you put all your trust in Christ, who verse 30 says has "become our wisdom and
redemption." Then, Ephesians 3:10 says God displays His manifold wisdom to all the universe through
the church - the lives of His people transformed by the Living Word, Christ - who are living out His written
word, the Bible. Because as Colossians 2 says, walk in Christ so no one can delude you with philosophy
and empty deceit according to human tradition. Because as 2 Timothy 3:14-16 says, the Scriptures make
you wise for salvation, and equip you to live for Him, by His power within you.
4. 'DO LIFE' WITH HIS WISDOM. James 1:5 says if you lack wisdom, ask of God who gives generously.
WA Grudem says, "Every day of our lives we may quiet our discouragement with the comfort that comes
from the knowledge of God's infinite wisdom. If we are His children, we can know that He is working
wisely in our lives, even today, to bring us into greater conformity to the image of Christ." James 3:13
"Who is wise and understanding among you? By his conduct let him show his works in the meekness of
wisdom. The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and
good fruits, impartial and sincere." Psalm 19 ends with "let the words of my mouth and the meditations of
my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer." If you are in union with Christ,
who is the wisdom of God, then you are indwelt by His Spirit of wisdom. Not only to understand His word,
but for the obedience of faith - to "live out" God's truth and wisdom, by His power within you!
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GOD IS: ALL-WISE
Who is the wisest person you've ever known? Probably someone older who gained, from others, not only
knowledge but experience in what to do. People think computers are smart, but are they wise? Ordinary
people must program them to do the right thing in the right way at the right time and right place. Yet in
every aspect of life, we finite beings quickly reach the end of ourselves, our knowledge, and wisdom.
1. GOD DEFINES WISDOM. Wisdom is often decribed as the right use of knowledge. The best means to
the best end. Achieve the highest purpose, avoid harm, and do the greatest good. Reality teaches us we
cannot know wisdom apart from God. Wisdom is a dimension of God's own character. He defines it. God
IS wisdom. Not only all-powerful and all-knowing, He is all-wise. Romans 16:27 "the only wise God." Job
9:4 "wise in heart." Job 12:13 "with God are wisdom and might; He has counsel and understanding."
Romans 11:33 "O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and how inscrutable His ways." Revelation 7:12 ascribes wisdom to God alone, for all eternity.
In all His attributes and actions, He always glorifies His name. Wisdom is intrinsic to God's divine nature.
2. GOD DISPLAYS WISDOM. In creation, God brought into existence everything that we know. Psalm
104:24 "O Lord, how manifold are Your works, in wisdom You have made them all." Calvin describes the
universe as a theatre where God's wisdom and power are always on display. Scientists keep discovering
aspects of the universe at both macro and micro levels that are unexplainable by other than God. Psalm
193:14 "I praise Thee for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are Your works; my soul knows
it very well." Ecclesiastes 3:11 "He has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what
God has done from beginning to the end." God is infinite, and all our discoveries will never answer all our
questions about His purpose and the meaning of life, except what God reveals to us.
In His providence, God wisely sustains all creation and all events to accomplish His purposes. Psalm
139:16 "In Your book were written, everyone of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet
there were none of them." The Bible shows how His perfect wisdom is always perfectly worked out,
especially during trials. God displays His wisdom not only in His will and in His works, but also through
His holy Word.
3. GOD DISPERSES WISDOM. We are made in God's image. But our wisdom, corrupted by sin, is a
mere reflection of His infinite wisdom. True wisdom comes from God, through His Written Word and His
Living Word. Psalm 111:10 "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Only as you rightly revere
God in all His glorious attributes can you begin to understand Him, and the implications for your life.
Psalm 19:7 "the law of the Lord is perfect, making wise the simple." His Written Word points to the Living
Word, who makes foolish the wisdom of the world, because as 1 Corinthians 1:24 says "Christ is the
power of God and the wisdom of God."
Faith in Christ is not just intellectual, assenting to truths and facts, but is first spiritual regeneration. It's not
about your works, trying to live out the wisdom of God in order to please Him. Rather, you put all your
trust in Christ, who 1 Corinthians 1:30 says has "become our wisdom and redemption." Then, Ephesians
3:10 says, God displays His manifold wisdom to all the universe through the church - the lives of His
people transformed by the Living Word, Christ - who are living out His written word, the Bible. Because as
Colossians 2 says, walk in Christ, so no one can delude you with philosophy and empty deceit according
to human tradition. Because as 2 Timothy 3:14-16 says, the Scriptures make you wise for salvation, and
equip you to live for Him, by His power within.
4. 'DO LIFE' WITH HIS WISDOM. James 1:5 says if you lack wisdom, ask of God who gives generously.
WA Grudem says, "Every day of our lives we may quiet our discouragement with the comfort that comes
from the knowledge of God's infinite wisdom. If we are His children, we can know that He is working
wisely in our lives, even today, to bring us into greater conformity to the image of Christ." James 3:13
"Who is wise and understanding among you? By his conduct let him show his works in the meekness of
wisdom. The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and
good fruits, impartial and sincere."
Psalm 19 ends with "let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in Your
sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer." If you are in union with Christ, who is the wisdom of God, then
you are indwelt by His Spirit of wisdom. Not only to understand His word, but for the obedience of faith to "live out" God's truth and wisdom, by His power within you!
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PERSONAL TRUTH
Don't fall for the deception of "what's true for you may not be true for me." This common faulty misperception traps you in falsehoods. TRUTH is "that which corresponds to reality as perceived by God,
who knows all things." When YOU try to determine truth, your finite fumbles mock the infinite God who IS
truth, who defines and reveals truth. #1- God is ABSOLUTE TRUTH, the source and standard of all that is
true. #2- God is UNIVERSAL TRUTH, true for everyone everywhere, always. God is the ultimate measure
of truth, outside the limits of mankind. But there's even more. Because God is not mocked.
#3- God is PERSONAL truth. Trust Him, and He transforms your life. Truth is not only absolute,
objective, universal, unified, and immutable. It is also personal. This means truth transforms you. That's
because God's truth is authoritative, illumininating, and trustworthy. It changes your life. Because God is
divine creator, He is the source of truth. He has authority to demand your response to truth. His words are
trustworthy, reliable, never misleading or inconsistent, always true, even when mysterious. God Himself is
truth. Truth is both rational and relational. Truth is both propositional and personal. It includes things to be
believed, which then transforms your behavior. Truth extends from God's own divine nature. Christians
acknowledge that truth is revealed in the Bible, by the God who Himself IS ultimate truth. And we are to
live out His truth, by His personal power within, becoming more like Him who is truth.
God is trustworthy, and He transforms you by His truth. Putting your trust in God and His truth changes
you. He translates you from the domain of darkness into His kingdom of light. He makes you spiritually
alive, so that you can live out His truth. His regeneration leads to salvation and sanctification. Romans
10:13-17 says faith comes from hearing the word of Christ. And if you confess with your mouth that Jesus
is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. This involves the
illumination of God's revelation. And knowing His truth changes your life.
Jesus promised His disciples, "the Spirit of truth will guide you into all the truth" (John 16:13). This is
more than simply understanding the Bible intellectually. AW Tozer cautions against such "evangelical
rationalism" as though it's just about the text of God's revelation. "There must be illumination before
revelation can get to a person's soul," he said. We don't just have an inspired book. The Spirit of Truth so
indwells a believer that the propositions of divine truth become experientially personal. You believe it and
you live it. James 1:22, "Be doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves." Psalm
119:105, "Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." This is the work of the Holy Spirit. To
live the truth, you must first become spiritually alive. Regeneration by the Holy Spirit, what Jesus called
being born again from above by the Spirit (John 1:12, 3:3), brings spiritual life and light (Ephesians 1:13)
to spiritually dead people who were walking in the darkness of unbelief (Ephesians 2:5), so that in Christ
you are able to know the truth, speak it and live out His truth (Ephesians 4:25) in any situation.
Becoming a Christian means the propositional truths of the Bible become personal. Jesus is the Son of
God who died to pay for sins and rose to give all who believe in Him eternal spiritual life. You don't just
believe this intellectually, but with your whole being, all your mind, heart and will. It becomes experiential.
You put your trust in the person of Christ, who is The Truth. Then His truth changes you as you live it out,
trusting and obeying His word. SJ Lawson says, "Truth is no mere collection of interesting information, as
an option for a Christian. It demands your response of obedience to the truth, things as they really are."
You must respond to reality as perceived and communicated by "the God of truth" (Isaiah 65:16).
AW Tozer said, "the true follower of Christ will not ask, 'if I embrace this truth, what will it cost me?'
Rather, he will say, 'This is truth. God help me to walk in it, come what may'." To walk in truth means you
give up all the lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil. John 8:32, truth sets you free! John 17:17, Jesus
prayed for all believers to be sanctified in the truth of God's Word. This means you are made holy,
becoming like Christ, as you live out His truth, which transforms your life. That's because truth is not a
thing, but a person, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He embodies and personifies all the propositions of
truth. He personally relates and communicates them. Objectively, absolutely, immutably, universally, and
personally. HE who is truth totally transforms you, as you trust and obey Him, by His power within!
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UNIVERSAL TRUTH
Can there possibly be something that is universally "true" for everyone everywhere? Postmodern culture
says "no, there can be no universal truth." How can that be a true statement? When the world tries to
define "truth" as anything other than an absolute standard that exists independently of human opinion,
nonsense reigns. Last time we explored #1- God is ABSOLUTE truth, the source of all that is true.
Truth is defined as "that which corresponds to reality, as perceived by God, who knows all things." Not
things the way you think they are or wish they were, but the way things really are. Independently of your
finite perceptions. According to the infinite perceptions of our creator, sustainer, and revealer of truth. He
reveals Himself in the Bible as "the true God, the living God, the everlasting king" (Jeremiah 10:10).
#2- God is UNIVERSAL truth, for everyone, everywhere, always. There is only one true God. He is
absolute truth, and His truth is universally true. It is true for all peoples in all places at all times. It could
not be "truth" if it were otherwise. Remember, truth is not what society defines, but what God says it is.
Psalm 119:89, "Forever, O LORD, Your word is fixed in the heavens." v105, "Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path." Matthew 24:35, "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never
pass away." God's truth is eternal, and eternally true. For everyone, everywhere, always.
Truth is immutable. Just as the character of God is unchangeable, so truth never changes. Not in time,
nor in place, nor in people group. Truth is unified. It does not compete with itself nor contradict itself.
There are mysteries, but no discrepancies or errors. Scripture presents one unified universal truth: God is
true. This stands in stark contrast to the lies and inconsistencies of human thinking, which is obviously
influenced by Satan, in result of the fall from grace and mankind's rebellion into sin. The world says "all is
one" and that "monism" is the universal integrating principle of reality, so that the many paths of pluralism
all lead to one. However, the one of monism is not the God of the Bible, but the false god, Satan.
Jesus Christ declared the reality in John 14:6, "I AM the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father except by Me." But if you believe in Jesus, receiving Him as Savior and Lord, then you are
part of a radical minority in the world today. Yet this is what God reveals in His written truth, the Bible. Still,
recent surveys show that among churchgoers calling themselves believers, only 35% believe the Bible
alone is the written word of God. No wonder our world is in trouble! Surveys also show that growing
church movements are those teaching the Bible as God's Word. If God is God, infinite, eternal, divine,
holy and immutable, then He determines truth. And His word is truth. So even His written truth must be
true in all that it speaks about, down to the smallest iota detail. You can believe God's Word. It is always
relevant to the human condition, because God is our creator and sustainer. His Word is the truth " once
for all delivered to the saints." It fits any and every situation anyone encounters.
So why doesn't everyone recognize God's truth as true? Romans 1:18 speaks of ungodliness and
unrighteousness of mankind which "suppress the truth," even though "what can be known about God
is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For His invisible attributes, namely His eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made. So they are without excuse." Man prefers his own truth over God's Truth.
Refusing to honor God, they "became futile in their thinking and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Claiming to be wise, they became fools." And "they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator." Trying to cover light with darkness.
Plurality of opinion doesn't make truth, it just claims consensus. GK Chesterton said, "A fallacy is
still a fallacy, even though it is in fashion." CH Spurgeon said, "Right is right though all condemn;
wrong is wrong though all approve." That's why you must read God's Word every day, putting His truth
in your minds. Otherwise all you get is the lies of the world, flesh, and devil. God's truth overcomes
lies. That's why He gave you the Bible! That's why Christians regularly gather, to understand it, apply
it to our lives, go out and live it. That's why we proclaim the good news, because God's light of Truth
overcomes the darkness. Next time, #3- God is PERSONAL truth, transforming your life!
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ABSOLUTE TRUTH
We live in a culture that believes something can be true for you and something else can be true for me.
Do you believe this? If true, it means there is no such thing as truth. And that can't be true. To understand
such statements, there must be an objective standard, a yardstick of truth, apart from opinion. It's what
theologian-philosopher Francis Schaeffer spoke of as "true truth." It's the very nature of God.
"The LORD is the true God, He is the living God and the everlasting king" (Jeremiah 10:10). "The LORD
is the God of truth" (Isaiah 65:16). It is impossible for God to lie (Titus 1:2, Hebrews 6:18). Psalm 119:160
exults, "The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever." God's
words and actions never contradict His wholly holy eternal and immutable attributes.God IS truth.
#1- God is ABSOLUTE truth, the source of all that is true. The world demands an accurate keeper of
time. Two years ago the USA unveiled an atomic clock three times more accurate than previous, so that
in 15 billion years it will not gain or lose one second. Yet in terms of personal beliefs, people rebel against
an absolute measure of truth. Why? It must lie outside yourself. The final arbiter must be God Himself,
your Creator. You cannot be a standard because you are subjective, derived, finite. You cannot know
everything. Christians live by the "correspondence theory" of truth. As RC Sproul explains, truth is that
which corresponds to reality, as perceived by God, who knows all things exhaustively. So, truth is both
propositional (things to be believed) and personal (extending from God's own nature).
The gospel of John affirms God as the external standard of truth. It presents the eternal "Word" of God
who became incarnate as the Lord Jesus Christ, the truth of God in the flesh. "Word" in Greek is "logos"
which refers to reason and logic, which underlie the universe. The Bible personifies this in God the Son.
John 1:14, "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth." John 3:33, "God is true, and He whom God has sent utters the words of God." John 8:26, " He who
sent Me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from Him." John 14:6 "I am the truth." John
16:13, "When the Spirit of Truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on His
own authority, but what He hears He will speak" from God, who is truth. In John 18:37 Jesus said, "For
this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice." Pilate said, "what is truth?" It's a legitmate question,
even when asked insincerely. Jesus had just given him the answer. HE is truth. God and His word are
true, absolute, divine, objective - the external standard to which everything compares.
The Lord Jesus Christ stands as objective truth over against subjective opinion. In John 8:44 Jesus said
to the lawyers, religious experts of His day, "Why do you not understand what I say? Because you cannot
bear My word. You are of your father the devil, who has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But
because I tell you the truth, you do not believe me." Lies are the opposite of the character of God, who is
true and who is truth and who is truthful, always, perfectly. Today's lies have been drilled into humanity
through postmodern relativism, which says objective truth does not exist, because each person perceives
everything differently. But this only shows that we are not omniscient. There is an all-knowing Being who
IS truth and knows and defines and reveals truth. God always accurately perceives and understands all
realtiy at all times. Therefore, we can trust HIS word, as opposed to lies of the world, flesh, and devil.
"Truth holds together. All things that are true are part of truth, and stand in proper and inescapable
relationship to God, who is Himself the truth," says JM Boice. Truth is absolute, distinct from falsehood or
lies. God gave us the Bible, which functions as a "truth meter" for personal decisions, conversations,
newscasts, TV preachers, etc. By the Bible, you can tell what is baloney, fake, misleading - by how it lines
up with reality as God perceives it, as written down in the principles of the Bible. Otherwise, you could
never be sure of anything, and nothing would work. But God is the arbiter and articulator, the revealer of
truth, as absolute, objective, external, divine. #1- God Himself is ABSOLUTE truth. And #2- God is
UNIVERSAL truth, for everyone everywhere, always. And #3- God is PERSONAL truth, that transforms
your life. We'll explore these aspects in the next two columns.
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GOD IS: IMMUTABLE
God is forever the same, "the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change"
(James 1). SJ Lawson says, "regardless of our life stages, God is the same each day. When we lift our
prayers to Him, we don't anticipate mood swings or divine inconsistency." He is reliable, our Rock.
1- God is unchangeable in His CHARACTER. God is immutable in all His perfect divine being, "the
same yesterday, today, and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). Psalm 102, "You O Lord are enthroned forever. Of
old You laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish,
but You will remain. You will change them like a garment, but You are the same, and Your years have no
end." God has no beginning and no end, and cannot change. He is forever the same in every aspect of
His character, attributes, essence. Malachi 3:6, "I the LORD do not change" (Job 23:13). He is constant.
RC Sproul says, "God's immutability is linked with His aseity (self-existence) because God is eternally
what He is and who He is. His being is incapable of mutation or change. We as creatures are mutable
and finite." Only God is unchangeable. Even God could not create another infinite being, because there
can be only one. God never increases or decreases. He is already all that He can be, in all His attributes.
2- God is unchangeable in His COMMANDS. God's Word is immutable. What He says, He will do. His
Word is always in accordance with His unchangeable character. Psalm 119, "Forever O LORD Your
word is fixed in the heavens. Your righteousness is righeous forever. Your Law is true. Every one of Your
righteous rules endures forever." Numbers 23:19, "God is not a man, that He should lie or change His
mind." SJ Lawson says, "Unlike us, God's Word can never be altered or abridged. It never fails. What He
says will come to pass. God neither lies nor takes back what He has said. We tend to change our minds,
twist the truth, intentionally or unintentionally we mislead others. God is totally trustworthy, immutable."
1 Peter 1 quotes Isaiah 40, "the Word of our God will stand forever" as the "imperishable seed." Matthew
5 "Truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot will pass from the Law until
all is accomplished." Matthew 24, "My Words will never pass away." You can totally trust Him!
3- God is unchangeable in His COUNSEL. His decrees and plans are promises, extending from His
immtuable character. Isaiah 14, "The LORD of hosts has sworn, as I have planned, so shall it be, and as I
have purposed, so shall it stand. This is the purpose concerning the whole earth, this is the hand that is
stretched out over all the nations,for the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is
stretched out, and who will turn it back?" You have to change your plans because of inability or inactivity.
Nothing can frustrate God's plans. Proverbs 19, "Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the
purpose of the Lord that will stand." Psalm 33, "the counsel of the LORD stands forever."
WA Grudem says, "God is unchanging in His being, perfections, purposes and promises, yet God does
feel emotions and act differently in response to different situations." When Scripture says God repented or
changed His mind, that's an anthropomorphism, an accommodation of divine character to our finite minds.
"It expresses His present attitude with respect to the situation as it exists in that moment, not that God
actually changes His eternal decrees." God doesn't have to dance around your disobedience.
4- God is unchangeable in His CHANGING OF YOU. That's His consolation, compassion, salvation.
Deuteronomy 32, "Ascribe greatness to our God the Rock. His work is perfect, for all His ways are justice.
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is He." Grudem says God is unchanging, not in
every way that we can imagine, but only in ways that Scripture affirms. God IS. He never becomes. His
being is eternal, infinite, immutable. Our being is always becoming, changing by nature. That's why only
in God can you find your unchangeable Rock of Salvation. Deuteronomy 32 says, "This is no empty word
for you, but your very life." Many Scriptures echo this unchangeable character of His purpose in salvation,
as Hebrews 6, "so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have
fled to Him for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.
"We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul." Jesus is the consolation of Israel (Luke 2), the
promised Messiah, Lord and Savior. He is the personification of the unchanging God, who gives you
eternal spiritual life in Christ. He promises (Romans 8:29) to conform believers to the image of the Son,
as you trust and obey your Rock of salvation - God who never changes, whose salvation never fails.
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GOD IS: ALL-KNOWING
Did you hear about the New York man and the pizza? Depressed in the loss of his wife, he went out to
eat, only to be given a free pizza, through a pay-it-forward plan at the pizzeria. Opening the lid, he was
flabbergasted to see "be strong" artistically lettered there. That's what his wife kept saying before she
died. He said that free pizza "turned my life around." Deeply touched, he bought pizza for someone else.
No one involved knew his need. Except God. Because, God knows everything.
1- God's knowledge is PERFECT. The God who is everywhere present and can do all things also knows
all things. That's the "omniscience" of God. Isaiah 40 asks, "Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or
what man shows Him his counsel? Whom did He consult and who made Him understand? Who taught
Him the paths of justice, and taught Him knowledge, and showed Him the way of understanding? His
understanding is unsearchable." It's one of the perfections of God. Psalm 139 says, "behold O LORD,
You know it altogether; how precious to me are Your thoughts, O God, how vast is the sum of them." The
perfect knowledge of God includes knowledge of Himself. Matthew 11 and John 10, "no one knows the
Son except the Father and knows the Father except the son." 1 Cor 2:11 says "no one comprehends the
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God." God the Father, Son, and Spirit always do all things in perfect
accord with their divine unity and nature. We cannot comprehend God, but He knows Himself, and all
things, perfectly. All God is and knows is in perfect accord with reality. He never learns anything new.
Nothing surprises Him. He never misunderstands. Psalm 147, "His understanding is beyond measure."
2- God's knowledge is ETERNAL. God knows all things, past, present, future. Psalm 139, "in Your book
were written, every one of them, the days formed for me, when as yet there were none of them." Isaiah 46,
"to whom will you liken Me? I am God and there is no other, declaring the end from the beginning, from
ancient times things not yet done, saying 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all My purpose."
God knows it because He has ordained it. "I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed,
and I will do it." God exists outside of our time-space continuum, and knows everything in this moment,
from eternity past to eternity future. Romans 11, "O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable His judgments and inscrutable His ways. From Him and through Him and to Him
are all things." A.W. Tozer says, "God perfectly knows Himself. Being the source and author of all things,
it follows that He knows all that can be known. And this He knows instantly, with a fullness of perfection
that includes every possible item of knowledge concerning everything that exists or could have existed
anywhere in the universe at any time in the past or that may exist in the centuries or ages yet unborn."
So you can pray confidently to the one true God, who is all-knowing and is all-powerful.
3- God's knowledge is ALL-INCLUSIVE. Psalm 139, "even before a word is on my tongue, behold O
Lord, You know it altogether." Psalm 33, "Behold the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, who hope
in His steadfast love, that He may deliver them." Matthew 10, " Not one sparrow will fall to the ground
apart from your Father. Even the hairs on your head are numbered. Fear not, therefore, you are of more
value than many sparrows." God knows all possible actions, reactions, every variable of every possible
circumstance. Not just what could happen but what will happen. Matthew 11, "if the mighty works done in
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes." God
is not a lifeless idol or figment of the imagination to give futile lives meaning. God is real. He knows all
things, consequential and potential. He always does what is best, in accord with His perfect nature.
4- God's knowledge is INTIMATE. Psalm 139, "You have searched me and known me, when I sit down
and when I rise up; You discern my thoughts from afar, You search out my path and are acquainted with
all my ways." This is language of espionage, scanning, Wikileaks, NSA. God knows it all! This is both
comforting and convicting. So God is worthy of your worship. Psalm 139, "search me O God, and know
my heart. Try me and know my thoughts. See if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting." You may think you know better than God. That things have happened that He should not
have let happen. But Scripture does not let you assign evil to God. James 1:13, "God cannot be tempted
with evil, and He Himself tempts no one." You cannot blame God for sin or its consequences in your life.
Rather, He offers the way out. Jesus says, "Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and LEARN from Me, and find rest for your souls." Jesus Himself
fulfills the promises of Isaiah 11, "the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding and the fear of the Lord. And the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD." To
know Him you must be known by Him. He gives you His eternal spiritual life when you trust Jesus as your
Savior and Lord. Then you know you can trust Him with your past, present, and future, as He empowers
you to live out your life - according to the perfect plan of the God who knows all things!
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GOD IS: KING OF ALL
An old Jewish prayer goes, "Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the universe." Abraham Kuyper
said, there is not a single square inch of which the Christ, who alone is sovereign, does not declare, 'that
is Mine!' God rules over all things, whether you recognize or believe it. Does He rule your life?
1- God is KING of heaven - He reigns over all the universe. Jeremiah 10:10, "The LORD is the true
God, He is the living God and the everlasting King, it is He who made the earth by His power, who
established the world by His wisdom, and by His understanding stretched out the heavens." Psalm
103:19, "The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, and His kingdom rules over all." 1
Timothy 1:17, "the King of the ages, eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God." Ephesians 1:21, raised up
to reign "far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also the one to come." Christians need not spiritually fear any lesser power.
2- God is KING of all the earth - reigning over all earthly rulers. He has revealed Himself in history to
work out His plan and purpose. Deuteronomy 10:14, "to the LORD your God belong heaven and the
heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it" and 17, "the LORD your God is the God of gods and the
Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God." Psalm 47:7, "God is King over all the earth;
God reigns over the nations." All peoples who truly fear God are blessed for trusting and obeying Him.
Psalm 103:17, "the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, to
children's children, to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His commandments." But even
God's chosen people kept on rebelling against Him, which is also the history of the earth.
3- Jesus is KING of kings & Lord of lords - reigning in His eternal kingdom. There is only one God,
who exists in three co-eternal co-equal persons, Father, Son, Spirit. The gospel of John reveals how God
the Son became flesh, so that our Creator became our Redeemer, in the person of Jesus Christ. Mark
1:14, "Jesus came proclaiming the gospel of God and saying, the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
heaven is here at hand, repent and believe in the gospel." Jesus came as the royal representative of the
Triune God, speaking the words of God and doing the works of God to fulfill all of God's will for His
kingdom. He said, "when I am lifted up I will draw all men to Myself" both Jews and Gentiles. He told
Pilate, the representative of the occupying Roman rule, in John 18:36, "My kingdom is not of this world.
For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice." Jesus is God, and His kingship is personal.
4- Jesus is KING of your life - as He reigns over all. Three thousand people responded in repentance
and faith when Peter preached in Acts 2. By the resurrection of Jesus, "God has proclaimed Him both
Lord and Christ," the Messiah Savior promised in the Old Testament, and the conquering King over sin,
death, and devil. Those who heard were cut to their hearts, since they had crucified Him. And then they
received Him as Lord and Savior. Romans 10:9 puts it this way, "if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." "Everyone
who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved." It is not possible to receive Jesus as Savior but not
as Lord. To distinguish His titles cannot divide His nature. Everywhere in Scripture He is "the Lord Jesus
Christ" both Savior and Lord. To be a Christian is to confess, "Jesus is Lord." This is the opposite of
"kaiser kurios" or Caesar is lord. You recognize Jesus as the sovereign of your life, and you live for Him.
1 Timothy 6:11 sums up life with Jesus as King, empowered by the Holy Spirit: "But as for you, O man of
God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the
good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. I charge you in the presence of God, who gives
life to all things, and of Christ Jesus who in His testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession
to keep the commndment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which He will display at the proper time, He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen!" Live in the freedom of your King!
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IS GOD KING OVER AMERICA ?
Scholars, pundits and everyday Americans debate whether America is a "Christian nation." Independence
Day weekend you hear speeches or sermons which include sentiments like today's and next week's
column - as we consider God as King of Kings, sovereign Lord over all things. Deuteronomy 10:17, "the
LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, the awesome God."
1- America was certainly founded on Christian principles. Only the politically motivated try to deny
the overriding influence of the Bible and Christian faith on our Founding Fathers. But students today are
not taught about the amazing confluence of factors in the founding of America. They don't learn about the
miraculous providence of God for the Pilgrims and Puritans coming here for religious freedom. They don't
know about the Great Awakening which renewed personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and prepared the
generation of our Founding Fathers for their courageous actions. They don't study the pervasive influence
of the Bible in the people and events leading to the Declaration of Independence.
They don't know that the inspiration for our three branches of government is Isaiah 33:22, "The LORD is
our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king, He will save us." Our Founders consciously
looked to Scripture to understand the liberty found only in Christ, the Redeemer and Creator who is the
source of our inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
2- America is under attack from anti-Christian forces. The Founders knew God, not government, is
the foundation of freedom. Isaiah 33:5, "The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high; He will fill Zion with
justice and righteousness, and He will be the stability of your times, abundance of salvation, wisdom, and
knowledge. The fear of the LORD is Zion's treasure." Those who fear God will conform their lives to His
holy character, including its expression in limited civil government. But these truths are under attack today
perhaps as never before. Leftward anti-God pressures threaten to overwhelm us with values antithetical
to our founding principles. Leading politicians seem intent on removing the God of our own history from
public life, as they promote secularism, statism, fascism, individualism, Islamism, Sharia - at the expense
of our own Constitution. Even when warned by people who left such values when they came to Christ, as
did Nonie Darwish, author of "Wholly Different: Why I Chose Biblical Values Over Islamic Values."
She writes, "There is one truth that Muslims are working day and night to hide, that the West urgently
needs to hear. The central goal of Islam is to make the whole world submit, to totally wipe out Biblical
values and replace them with the twisted values of the Quran. They are willing to use any means to
achieve that goal, including dishonesty, violence, lying, and terror." Don't be deceived - immigration
without assimilation is invasion. Adherents of Sharia cannot uphold our Constitution. Polish patriots
provide a powerful example (https://youtu.be/C_BjPy19bYs) in their November 2015 march.
3- Americans are called to uphold our founding values. If not, you will lose them for yourself and your
children's children. Psalm 2 spells it out, "why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings
of the earth set themselves and the rulers take counsel against the LORD and against His Anointed,
saying let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us." But God says "I have set My king
in Zion, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. Therefore
be warned, O rulers of the earth, kiss the Son. Blessed are all who take refuge in Him."
Rebellion against God and His rule began in heavenly realms and extends to Adam's seed on earth. In
our own lifetimes we have seen our culture throw off the yoke of God that is enshrined in our history, to
replace it with empty worldly philosophy. That's why in the fulness of time God sent His Son Jesus Christ
to set us free from captivity to sin. And if you will not today confess Jesus Christ as your king, Phil 2:10
reminds that God has highly exalted Him and bestowed upon Him the name that is above every name, so
that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD.
Is God still King in America? Thankfully, in many ways, the jury is still out. YOU must cast your vote. Not
just words, but deeds. 2 Chronicles 7:14, "If My people who are called by My name humble themselves
and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and heal their land." Is the Lord Jesus Christ KING of your life? What does it look like?
Personally, practically, politically? How is Jesus your Lord? And how does anyone know?
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GOD IS: OMNIPOTENT
A smartphone has more capability than the computer used in the first moon landing. But that system
could recover all by itself - so we have a long ways to go in terms of computing power. And only one thing
can do anything. Only God is omnipotent, "all-powerful." And this truth changes your daily life. Theologian
Steven Lawson provides a great outline about God's all-mighty power.
1- God's power is INFINITE - so you can pray confidently (Hebrews 4:6) to Him for whom nothing is
impossible (Luke 1:37). "By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth
all the host. Let all the earth fear the Lord, and let all stand in awe of Him. For He spoke and it came to
be" (Psalm 33:6). Unlimited, unparalleled, absolute power without end. Nothing is too hard for Him
(Jeremiah 32:27). "His invisible attributes, namely His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So all mankind is
without excuse" (Romans 1:18). You easily run out of your strength, but God's power has no limits.
2- God's power is IRRESISTIBLE - so you can rely on His promises. When Job repents in 42:2 he
addresses "El-Shaddai" God Almighty and says "I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of
Yours can be thwarted." St. Augustine said "however strong may be the purposes either of angels or of
men, whether of good or bad, whether these purposes fall in with the will of God or run counter to it, the
will of the Omnipotent is never defeated." Psalm 33:10 says "The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to
nothing. He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His
heart to all generations." In Isaiah 43:13 God declares, "I work, and none can turn it back."
3- God's power is INEXHAUSTIBLE - so you can depend upon His strength. Isaiah 40, "To whom then
will you compare Me? Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host
by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of His might, and because He is strong in power,
not one is missing." But He is not too busy running the universe to notice your needs. "Why do you say,
'my way is hidden from the Lord?' Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; His understanding is
unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might He increases strength." Trust
Him! "They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, and mount up with wings like eagles."
4- God's power is INCOMPREHENSIBLE - so you can expect to be amazed. Ephesians 3 prays, "that
according to His riches in glory He may grant you to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in your
inner being, with strength to comprehend with all the saints the breadth and length and height and depth
of the love of God that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God." The
apostle Paul prays to "Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us" - the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, the power of creation and salvation.
You don't peel back God's attributes like sections of an orange. God is always ALL that He is.
5- God's power is SELF-CONSISTENT - so you never fear His will. Because all that He does always
conforms to His divine nature. You can trust Him. James 1:13, "God cannot be tempted with evil, and He
Himself tempts no one." Numbers 23:19, "God is not a man, that He should change His mind." Hebrews
6:18, "It is impossible for God to lie." AW Tozer says, "Omnipotence is not a name given to the sum of all
power, but an attribute of a personal God. Worshipers find this knowledge a source of wonderful strength
in fellowship with Him who can do whatever He wills to do, for whom nothing is hard, because all that He
wills to do lies in undiminished fullness in His own infinite being." Psalm 33:20 "we trust in His holy name."
6- So, how are YOU LIVING by God's power? If you trust Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, you are in
union with Him, indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Philippians says you are empowered by resurrection power, the
almighty power of God given to you in Christ, for every situation, every circumstance of life. As you trust
Him moment by moment, you make requests to Him in prayer, with thanksgiving. And as you put into
practice the promises of His Word, then the God of peace and power will be with you, surpassing all
understanding. As Philippians 4:13 exults, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me"
because 4:19 "God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus."
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GOD IS: OMNIPRESENT
Ever been two places at once? Someone said, what mere mortals cannot do, mothers manage. Only in a
limited sense, of course. But God truly is in all places at all times, or else He would not be God. The
attribute of God called "omnipresence" means that He is everywhere always. Let's look at three ways.
1- God is enthroned in heaven. This is the "transcendance" of God, above and beyond us, eternally
existing outside of our physical realm of space and time. "For thus says the One who is high and lifted up,
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place" (Isaiah 57:15). He reigns "in
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion" (Ephesians 1:21). Perhaps
somewhat like the existence of a computer programmer outside the digital world he creates. But unlike
human beings, who cannot truly and completely understand such ethereal mysteries, God does. He is
infinite spirit, self-existent, all-powerful, all-knowing, and omnipresent. He is always "there."
All this seems incomprehensible to us finite creatures. Everything other than God Himself derives from
Him, but is not essential to His existence. Yet He knows it intimately, and is there. He is accessible to and
by His creation. God is always every where, all there. "Present at every point of space with His whole
being" without limit, no constraint of time or space. Psalm 139 says no matter what direction you go, you
cannot escape God. Up to the highest heights of heaven? There is God. Down to the lowest depths?
There is God. As far east as the wings of the morning, as far west as the uttermost parts of the vast sea,
there is God. He reigns over all, knows all, and sees all. There is no place where God is not.
2- God is everywhere on earth. God's reality is not only transcendant, but also "immanent." While He
exists beyond us as eternal spirit in heaven, He also exists with us on earth. Deism accepts His existence
"out there" but denies His involvement "down here." The related error of pantheism says all things are
part of God. Rather, God is spirit and present everywhere, since everything came from Him and is
sustained by Him. Yet God is distinct, separate from His creation, and sovereign over it.
God's presence on earth is not necessary for Him, but it is for us. God created us "in His own image" so
that we can live in relationship and fellowship with Him. Not because of any need of His, but for His own
glory. Since the beginning of His creation, God has always been active and involved in it, personally. He
walked with Adam and Eve in the garden. When Noah built the ark, God said "come in here." He related
with Abraham and Moses face to face. Deuteronomy 4:32-39, "Ask from one end of heaven to the other,
whether such a great thing as this has ever happened... all of which the Lord your God did for you before
your eyes, with His own presence and power. Therefore know today and lay it to heart, that the LORD is
God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other." Worship only Him!
3- God is eternally with His own. Isaiah 57:15-18 says "I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with
him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit... I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him and
restore comfort to him." When you put all your trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, the Bible says you
are in Him, and He in you, in union with Christ. Then God is always with you, indwelling, sustaining you
both physically and spiritually. He says "I will never leave you nor forsake you (Hebrews 13:5, Joshua 1:5).
So you don't need to pray for God to be "with us" - yet those who pray this want to experience His
presence. Not just know about it, but live it, with His presence as daily reality. Is this what you want? Then
trust and obey Him. "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw
near to God and He will draw near to you" (James 4:4).
To believers, Jesus says, "I am with you always" (Matthew 28:20). You are indwelt by the Spirit of God (1
Co 3:16, 2 Tim 1:14). He empowers you. If you're not filled with His Spirit, it's because you're filled with
yourself. If you're busy with His business, trusting and obeying, serving Him and not serving sin or self,
then you will know His presence with you. Even in the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23). And in
His presence forever (Rev 21). For today, answer this: Do you really believe God's omnipresence, in you,
with you, always everywhere? How will this help you say no to sin and yes to God's ways?
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GOD IS: FATHER
Do you struggle with the concept of God as heavenly Father? If so you likely also wrestle in relations with
your own earthly father. Today's worldly culture pushes you to abandon "fatherhood" as understood by
our forefathers. But truly understanding God as "Father" transforms your relationship with Him.
1- God reveals Himself as Father. Isaiah 64:8 declares "O LORD, You are our Father; we are the clay,
and you are our potter; we are all the work of Your hand." The Bible opens with God creating Adam in his
own image (Genesis 1:26). The Bible is a "revelation of the Fatherhood of the holy Creator" and "Father"
is the Christian name for God, says theologian JI Packer. "Have we not all one Father? Has not one God
created us?" Malachi 2:10 proclaims. Scripture presents God in action as Father, creating, instructing,
protecting, caring, in loving relationship with His children. But the Bible is an honest book.
We better understand God's divine nature through His personal relationship to us. This includes His
desire that His children become like Him. So we also see God throughout Bible history, warning mankind
against sin, pronouncing consequences of disobedience, and carrying out deserved punishment. Perhaps
that's what reminds us of earthly fathers. Their feeble attempts at parenting are confused with God's
awesome holiness and covenantal love for His children. Packer points out, "everything that Christ taught,
everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively
Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God." He
declares, "our understanding of Christianity cannot be better than our grasp of adoption.” For it is in our
spiritual adoption that we call God the Father our "abba," our daddy. Relationship and fellowship!
2- The Father redeems His children. Isaiah 63 presents God dealing with His people "according to His
compassion" and "abundance of steadfast love" and "He became their Savior" and "redeemed them; He
lifted them up and carried them from the days of old" and "You, O LORD, are our Father, our Redeemer
from of old is Your name." Indeed, the name Jesus in Hebrew means "Jehovah saves." God gave His
Son Jesus who came to reveal the Father, speak His words, and do His will. Disobedience is saying NO
to God, and reaping the consequences. But knowing God as Father is saying YES to Him, and receiving
the rewards. Packer observes, "You sum up the whole of New Testament religion if you describe it as the
knowledge of God as one’s holy Father." The Father who gave His Son to save you. Packer says, "to
judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of being God’s child,
having God as his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and
his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all."
To become a Christian is to become God's child. John 1:12 explains, "To all who did receive Jesus, who
believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God." While every person is created in
God's image, in the physical sense considered a "child of God," you are not His child in the spiritual sense
unless you are born again from above by the Holy Spirit. John explains those who believe in Jesus "were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God." That's "adoption as sons"
in the Holy Spirit's work of regeneration (Rom 8:15, Gal 4:5, Eph 1:5). God the Father becomes "daddy."
Just as my adopted son was born in God's plan by the will of the flesh, he became "my son" when the
beautiful procedure of legal adoption made him my own. So it is with God's spiritual children, His reborn
inheritors (1 Peter 1:3-5), redeemed into relationship and into fellowship with God the Father.
3- You represent God as Father on earth. God put Adam in Eden to "work and keep" the garden He
planted (Gen 2:15). Adam was to become one flesh with his wife Eve, and they were to "be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion" over God's creation, as His representative
stewards, male and female. Richard Phillips' book "The Masculine Mandate" explains, "The two main
obligations of fatherhood are to nurture (work) and protect (keep). A man is called to work the hearts of
his children that they might become fertile soil for the gospel and devotion to Christ. And a man is called
to keep and protect his children from the influences of sin - in the world and in their own hearts - so that
all the efforts to draw that young person's heart to Christ may not be swept away." This involves discipline
(training) and discipling (teaching) to guide them to personal trust in Jesus. Not just your own children.
Are YOU reproducing spiritual children who know God as Father, through Jesus as Savior and Lord? As
re-creations, every Christian is called to be God's representative - His ambassador - imploring others to
be reconciled (2 Cor 5:20). All by the power of the promised Holy Spirit. God saves you. And transforms
you. Relate to Him as YOUR loving Father, creator, redeemer, submitting to Jesus. Fulfill His mandate,
through the indwelling Holy Spirit: Live out the life of Jesus, the Son of God, through your own life.
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GOD IS: GREATEST GIVER
Does your garden need a rain? Consider how God designed our ecosystem: surface water evaporates,
condenses, precipitates, replenishes, and recycles. God gives it all. In His watershed, are you a reservoir
or a river? That's a great question when you consider what you do with what God gives YOU.
1- RECEIVE - what do you get in relationship with God? As Creator, all things belong to God. Romans
11:36 says "O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! For from Him and through Him
and to Him are all things." From Him, we exist by the sovereign will of God, source of all things. Through
Him, the sovereign activity of God, the means of all things. To Him, the sovereign glory of God, the goal
of all things. Psalm 36 says, "how precious is Your steadfast love, O God. The children of mankind take
refuge in the shadow of Your wings; You give them drink from the river of Your delights, for with You is
the fountain of life." And 1Corinthians 4:7 nails it, "What do you have that you did not receive? If then you
received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?" Everything. No limits.
God is the giver of all things, physical and spiritual. Everything comes from Him and is "yours" for His
purposes. We humans imagine we're the products of our own efforts and resourcefulness and goodness.
Why were you born here? Not Syria, India, Peru, Haiti, Guam, Africa? Did you somehow deserve to be
born in this place and time, living in the wealthiest nation at the most opportune time in world history?
"Poor" as you may think you are, you live better than ancient kings. Half of all Americans live on over $50
per day; over half the rest of the world on less than $2 per day. God blesses you to bless others.
2- RESPONSE - what is your attitude of gratitude? All you are and have come from God, by His grace.
Your response? 2Corinthians 8:9 says, "for you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich." Put worldly
wealth in perspective. Only spiritual wealth matters. "Some people are so poor all they have is money."
What counts are God's riches of grace in glory in Christ (Ephesians 1). True teasures laid up in heaven
far surpass mere physical trinkets valued by the "health-wealth-prosperity gospel." God doesn't bess you
just to soak it up like a sponge. You are to "excel in the grace of giving" (2 Corinthians 8:7).
You are blessed by God so your whole life is lived from Him, through Him, for Him. All He gives is to be
received in gratitude. Then in response, passed on to others. An attitude of gratitude. In right relationship
with Christ, by grace through faith. Then doing the good works He prepared you for (Ephesians 2:8-10).
So your life reflects His life in and through you. In response to His unlimited resources flowing to you,
over-flowing to others. AW Tozer said, "remember, my giving will be rewarded not by how much I gave
but by how much I had left." John Wesley gave it all away, dying at age 87 with only a few coins.
3- RELEASE - how do God's blessings overflow from you? Your life was never meant to be a
reservoir of God's goodness, just storing it up for yourself, hoarding His blessings. Scripture presents
God's grace as a never-ending flow of blessings, an ever over-flowing river of grace. God's providence
comes in order to bless others with His flow. Both physical and spiritual blessings. Dividends of laying up
your treasures in heaven endure because true values are eternal. ITimothy 6:18 says "don't set your
hopes on the uncertainty of riches but on God who richly provides us with everything to enjoy... to do
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for yourself
for the future, to take hold of that which is truly life." Not your comfort and convenience, but His kingdom.
Growing God's family with overflowing good news about Jesus. Splash His grace all around!
Sow sparingly and you reap sparingly. 2Corinthians 9:8 says "God is able to make all grace abound to
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. You will
be enriched in every way, supplying the saints and also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God." God
gives. You overflow. He gives again. Revelation 22 speaks of "the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb." God is a giver. Like a river of grace. You're not
meant to be a reservoir, but a river, growing ever larger as He blesses, as you over-flow more of all He
gives. Time, talents, treasures. All released to Him for His kingdom purposes. Forever glory!
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GOD IS: HOLY HOLY HOLY
In Isaiah 6, King Uzziah has died. In his pride he had corrupted the temple. He contracted leprosy and
spent the rest of his life cut off from the temple. His sin separated him from God. In this national calamity,
Isaiah seeks God in the temple, and is given a powerful vision of what it means that God is "holy."
1- God is holy in His MAJESTIC EXALTATION. God dwells in unequaled existence, in pure holiness,
apart from sin. The LORD sits on "the throne of heaven, high and lifted up, and His train filled the whole
temple," accenting the majesty of His position, power, and appearance. Heavenly creatures reflect His
glory as they call out, "Holy holy holy is the LORD of hosts." This trifold repetition is the strongest form of
superlative emphasis, intensifying the meaning of holy. In Revelation 4 the heavenly creatures never
cease to say "holy holy holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come." The sovereign
one is majestic in holiness (Exodus 15:11), in the splendor of holiness (Psalm 29:2) set apart and ruling
over all. His unspeakable name reminds that He alone is unable to be equaled or exaggerated.
2- God is holy in His MORAL PERFECTION. His ultimate righteousness is without sin. Holiness is the
attribute of attributes, says theologian JI Packer. "Holy" signifies everything about God that sets Him apart
from us and makes Him God, the singular object of awe and adoration. It covers every aspect of His
transcendant greatness and moral perfection, pointing to the Godness of God in all aspects of His being.
We don't worship God as "power, power, power" or "love, love, love" but as "holy, holy, holy." This trisuperlative qualifies every attribute of God. Without holiness, His sovereignty and unlimited knowledge
and power could become tyranny. Without holiness, boundless love could abandon justice. But God is
perfectly holy, with absolute moral perfection defining His very being. As holy, God is perfectly pure. He
cannot even look upon wrong (Habakkuk 1:13). Evil may not dwell where God is (Psalm 5:4). He is
perfectly pure in his total ethical excellence, without hint or taint of sin. His words and decrees are holy,
so that everything God says and does is described by His pure holiness. So is there any hope for us?
3- God is holy in His MAGNIFICATION IN HIS SAINTS. "You shall be holy, for I am holy," declares God
in Levitcus 11:44, echoed in 1 Peter 1:16. This truth struck Isaiah in the temple. "Woe is me, I am lost, for
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips." The closer you get to
God's holiness, the more aware you are of sinfulness in yourself and others, as great offense to God. Do
you have a dirty mouth? Taking the name of God in vain? Casually inserting God into your expletives?
Hypocritcally praying "hallowed be Thy name"? How then can you become holy, as God commands?
The seraphim touched Isaiah's lips with the burning coals, saying "your guilt is taken away and your sin is
atoned for." You cannot save yourself; only a holy God can take away your sin. This defined the message
of Isaiah, as Christ the suffering servant of God, Himself the holy sacrifice, makes atonement for sins.
Isaiah repented of his sin, received God's forgiving grace, and was recruited to proclaim the good news,
as he declares, "Here am I, send me." He experienced the transformation of Isaiah 57:15-18, "thus says
the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy...I have seen his ways but I
will heal him, creating the fruit of the lips." The good news of the gospel is "Jesus saves!"
The holy holy holy triune God is architect of salvation: arranged by the Holy Father (John 17:11), accomplished by the Holy Son (Acts 3:14), applied by the Holy Spirit (Romans 1:4). The saved are redeemed by
Jesus Christ, the holy one of God, our holy high priest (Hebrews 7:26) who offered Himself to atone for
sin. So that all who come into union with Christ through repentance and faith "have put off your old self,
which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and are renewed in
the spirit of your minds, to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and
holiness" (Ephesians 4:22). Because God has called us to a holy calling (2 Tim 1:9, 1 Peter 2:9).
Revelation 21 reveals eternity to come in "the holy city, where nothing unclean will ever enter, but only
those who are written in the Lamb's book of life." Those who are made holy by "the holy one of God," to
share His holiness (Hebrews 12:10), the spirits of the righteous made perfect (Hebrews 12:23) by Jesus,
the mediator of the new covenant. Like the seraphim, the closer you get to God, the more on fire you will
be. Holiness is God's mark in His saints. Indwelt by the Holy Spirit, you "offer yourselves as living
sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God" (Romans 12:1). This is true of all who put all their trust in Jesus
only, and proclaim "the holy holy holy One will make YOU holy too!"
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GOD IS: SOVEREIGN ONE
In today's world, you may be most familiar with the word "sovereign" as nation-states declare their right to
govern their own affairs. In several lands, the sovereign was a monarch whose word was law. In the Bible,
God appears as sovereign over all things, not just spiritual realms but every aspect of the physical world.
On Memorial Day we remember those who gave their lives for the freedom of our sovereign nation. We
do well to remember that God is 'The Sovereign' over all the universe - every nation and person.
1- God is sovereign in His RIGHTEOUS REIGN. God by definition exists as supreme in power and
authority; both right and might. Psalm 93 declares "The LORD reigns." 1 Timothy 6:15 lauds "He who is
the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who
dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen!" Psalm 33:4 proclaims "the word of the LORD is upright, and all His work is done in
faithfulness. He loves righteousness and justice, and the earth if full of the steadfast love of the LORD."
God's rule extends from His righteous character, and is revealed as He creates and sustains all things,
"according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will" (Ephesians
1:11). Isaiah 46:9-11 says, "I am God, and there is no other, declaring the end from the beginning. My
counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all My purpose. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass."
2- God is sovereign in His DIVINE DETERMINATION. He always accomplishes the ultimate purpose of
His will. Psalm 33:8-11 says, "Let all the earth fear the LORD; for He spoke and it came to be. The LORD
brings the counsel of the nations to nothing. He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the
LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations." God's righteous divine decrees overrule
every human activity. Not just on a national scale, but personally. Especially in salvation. Ephesians 1:4
says, "He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before Him. In love He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to
the purpose of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the beloved."
God is the architect of salvation: arranged by the Father, accomplished by the Son, and applied by the
Holy Spirit. Romans 8:27-30 shows how He works together all things for the salvation of His people.
3- God is sovereign in His COMPLETE CONTROL. Through His providence, God maintains ultimate
governance over all things in heaven and earth, with particular attention to His called-out people. Psalm
33:12 says, "Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom He has chosen as His
heritage! The LORD looks down from heaven and sees all the children of man; from where He sits
enthroned He looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, He who fashions the hearts of them all, and
observes all their deeds. The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great
strength, the war horse is a false hope for salvation, by its great strength it cannot rescue." God works on
behalf of His people, and His ultimate focus is on "union with Christ" of all who are saved. From eternity
past, God has ordained what transpires today and tomorrow. He is working out His plan! He is sovereign
in salvation, so that all who call upon Christ as Lord are empowered to live transformed lives.
4- God is sovereign in His SAVED SAINTS. Those who have been set free from sin, by believing in
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, have received ultimate freedom to glorify Him in their lives. Psalm 33:18
says, "Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, who hope in His steadfast love, that He
may deliver their souls from death and keep them alive in famine. Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our
help and our shield. For our heart is glad in Him, because we trust in His holy name. Let Your steadfast
love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You." God's sovereignty extends to your daily life.
RC Sproul says, "most Christians salute the sovereignty of God, but believe in the sovereignty of man."
But you can't be double-minded - saying your will overrides God's, then blaming Him for anything. His
sovereignty extends from eternity past to eternity future. If you are in Christ, it is by grace through faith,
the gift of God, who works all things together for believers - for your good and for His glory. Romans 8:3139 expresses how you can put total trust in Him. He guides and preserves. As you trust and obey Him,
He transforms you here, by His truth and power - for eternity in heaven, to glorify Him forever!
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GOD IS: SPIRIT
What image does the word invisible conjure up in your mind? It's an oxymoron! You can't see anything
that is invisible. But this doesn't mean invisible things do not exist. God certainly exists. Understand more
of the "spirituality" of God, and you will see Him as never before.
1- God is IMMATERIAL. Jesus told the woman at the well in John 4, "God is spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth." Depending on context, the Greek world pneuma is
translated spirit, wind, breath, and often refers to the Holy Spirit. But in John 4:24 it describes the nature
of God Himself, rather than distinguishing between the three persons of the one Godhead. It means that
God has no physical form, so our worship of Him should not be in purely material terms, but in spiritual
terms. God has no spatial limits. He cannot be seen or touched, contained or constrained.
Charles Hodge says,"Everywhere in the Old and in the New Testament, God is represented as a spiritual
Being, without form, invisible, whom no man hath seen nor can see; dwelling in the light which no man
can approach unto, and full of glory, as not only the creator, and preserver, but as the governor of all
things; as everywhere present, and everywhere imparting life, and securing order." God is spirit. He is
super-natural. That's how He is omnipresent, so that He can be with us at all times. People often pray,
"God be with us," but that's His promise already. We really want to experience His presence.
2- God is INVISIBLE. 1 Timothy 1:16 says "God is immortal, invisible, the only God" and 6:16 says "who
alone has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see." Job
9:11 says, "behold He passes me by, and I see Him not, He moves on but I perceive Him not." Moses
reminds the people in Deuteronomy 4:12, "the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard
the sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a voice." We know He is real, but invisible. For some
10 years I was part of a church which supported a certain missionary. I heard a lot about him, but never
saw him. When we finally met, he was all the good things I had heard about.
Christ reveals God. John 1:18 says "no one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side,
He has made Him known." John 14:9 says "whoever has seen Me has seen the Father." Jesus is "the
image of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:5) and "the exact imprint of His nature" (Hebrews 1:3). God is
immaterial and invisible. But Jesus, God in human form, has revealed Him, that is, His nature and
character. The physical appearings of God in the Old Testament are what theologians call "theophanies,"
the manifestation of God the Son in human form, as a prelude to His New Testament incarnation.
3- God is INFINITE. God has no ontological limits, since the nature of His spiritual being is infinite.
Solomon prayed in 1 Kings 8:27, "will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest
heaven cannot contain You." Jeremiah 23:23 declares "Do I not fill heaven and earth?" Isaiah 66:1
echoes, "Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool, what is this house that you would build for
Me?" Acts 7:48 also applies the infinitude of God against the finiteness of man. Yet God made us in His
own image so that we can know Him and worship Him. As Solomon prayed, "that Your eyes may be open
night and day toward this house, the place of which You have said, My name shall be there."
This longing of our human hearts is our finite plea to the infinite personal God. We want to see Him!
Wayne Grudem says, "God is infinite, not subject to any of the limitations of humanity or of creation. He is
far greater than anything that He has made. But He is also personal: He interacts with us as a person. We
can pray to Him, worship Him, obey Him, and love Him. He can speak to us, rejoice in us, and love us."
4- Is God IN YOU? This longing to see God is answered only as you trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior, when the regenerating Holy Spirit gives you spiritual life and dwells within you. 1 John 4:14 says,
"whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in Him and he in God." And 1 John 3:2
says "we will see Him as He is." Genesis opens with God walking in the garden. Revelation closes with
"His servants will worship Him, they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads." To see
the glorified Jesus, worship Him, know Him, serve Him forever - do YOU long for that day?
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GOD IS: SELF-EXISTENT
Children often ask, who made God? Or, when is God's birthday? The simple answer is, God has always
existed. Only God has always been, without beginning or end. You had a beginning, the moment of your
conception, then your birth nine months later. But God always exists, outside of our space and time.
1- God is INDEPENDENT. God simply is. Theologians coined the term aseity from the Latin to describe
how God has life in and of Himself. He draws unending energy from His own being, so that He has
absolutely no needs of any kind. Theologian W.A. Grudem says God does not need us or the rest of
creation for anything, yet we can glorify Him and bring Him joy. Isaiah 40 asks, "to whom will you
compare Me? The LORD is the everlasting God, the creator, His understanding is unsearchable." LORD
in all caps is revealed in Exodus 3:14 as the personal name of God, Yahweh, Jehovah, "I AM who I am."
God is. He will be. He has always been. God is unique, self-sufficient. Divine independent One.
R.C. Sproul says God's name in all its forms proclaims His eternal, self-sustaining, self-determining and
sovereign reality. His supernatural existence is signified by the burning bush that was not consumed. God
is inexhaustible. God is described, but not defined nor determined by anything but His own divine self.
Acts 17:24 affirms, "The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in temples made by man, nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything,
since He Himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. In Him we live and move and have
our being, for we are His offspring." Only God has such attributes. God is infinite. All that is finite owes its
very existence to Him who has the power of existence, in and of Himself.
2- You are DERIVED. Your very existence depends on God, who has always existed. God is divine, the
uncreated creator, the infinite one who gives rise to the finite. Everything else that exists derives from Him.
Psalm 90 declares, "before You had formed the world, from everlasting to everlasting, You are God."
Romans 11:36 proclaims, "from Him and through Him and to Him are all things" (echoed in 1 Corinthians
8.6). From Him, by the sovereign will of God, the source of all things. Through Him, the sovereign activity
of God, the means of all things. For Him, the sovereign glory of God, the goal and purpose of all things.
A.W. Pink says, "God was under no constraint, no obligation, no necessity to create. That He chose to do
so was purely a sovereign act on His part, caused by nothing but His own mere good pleasure." Isaiah 40
says God created the heavenly host "by the greatness of His might, because He is strong in power, not
one is missing." This sovereign power extends to all that He creates and sustains. Including you.
3- You are DEPENDENT. You, like everything else, are created, derived from God, and designed to be
dependent upon Him. And God has a particular purpose for human beings, created imago deo in His own
image, for relationship with Him. The independent One created beings dependent upon Him, to represent
Him on earth. But in Adam we sinned, declaring independence, wrecking our purpose and identity in
relation to God. Sin gives rise to all the evil in the world and in you. But God promised a Savior to redeem
you from sin, reconcile you to Himself, and restore right relationship with Him. And your purpose.
Jesus Christ, express image of God, Himself Creator God, came in the flesh to save mankind. In Adam,
you seek to be "like God" which results in sin, disobeying, independence from Him. In Christ, He restores
you to live in dependence upon Him. Reborn by the Holy Spirit, you are re-created "in Christ." His eternal
spiritual life restores your relationship with God, and ultimately, for eternal existence with Him in heaven.
But here in earth-time, the sovereign Lord God isn't finished with YOU yet. He knows and cares.
Faced with the overpowering reality of God as self-existent sovereign, Isaiah 40 asks, "Why do you say,
'my way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God'?" And answers, "Have you not
known? The LORD is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth, He does not grow weary,
His understanding is unsearchable." By His self-existence, He redeems your existence. "He gives power;
they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, run,
walk, and not faint." Declare your dependence on the Lord today. Live by His self-existent power!

trust Him... depend upon Him.. have faith in Him.. for His time &purpose=
But God promised a Savior to redeem us from sin, reconcile us to Himself, and restore right relationship
with Him. Jesus Christ, the express image of God, Himself God, came in the flesh to save mankind. In
Adam, you seek to be "like God" which results in sin, disobedience, independence from Him. In Christ,
you are restored to live in dependence upon God. Reborn by the Holy Spirit, you are re-created in Christ.
His eternal spiritual life restores you to right relationship with God, and ultimately, to eternal existence
with Him in heaven. But here on earth, God isn't finished with you.
AW Pink says, "God was under no constraint, no obligation, no necessity to create. That He chose to do
so was purely a sovereign act on His part, caused by nothing but His own mere good pleasure." Isaiah 40
says God created the heavenly host "by the greatness of His might, because He is strong in power, not
one is missing." Only God is independent, self-existent. He is. He is divine. You are derived.
one is missing." This sovereign power extends to all that He creates and sustains. Including you.
AW Pink says, "God was under no constraint, no obligation, no necessity to create. That He chose to do
so was purely a sovereign act on His part, caused by nothing but His own mere good pleasure." Isaiah 40
says God created "by the greatness of His might, because He is strong in power, not one is missing." This
divine sovereign power extends to all that He creates and sustains. Including you.
??? We cannot imagine not needing anything at all. God simply is. etc ???
God does nothing out of need, but only to glorify Himself.
In Adam, U seek to be "like God" =results in disobednce & indpndnce frm Him=sin
In Christ, U are restored to live "in dependence" upon God, not 'independence' frm!
You R restord to right relationshp, in Christ =as reborn, recreated in Christ
Jesus talks abt this in John 5: where He was calling God his own father & making Himself equal w.God...
v26 for as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted for the Son also to have life in Himself.
J.=uncreatd eternal divine 2nd persn Trinity, speakng here in earthtly role as Messiah,Savior promisd in
Gen 3 =& when U trust JC~L.S.=
His eternal spiritual life=restors U to dependent relatnshp w.God...
ultmately, hvn w.Him but bgns now rest of earthly life as trust~obey
Isaiah 40 says, "to whom will you compare Me? The LORD is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends
of the earth, He does not grow weary, His understanding is unsearchable."
Gen1-2 God created mankind in His own image, male & female and said have dominion over all th
earth...the independent One created beings dependent upon Him... Gen 3 the tempter said when U do
what God has said not to do, then Ur eyes will be opened & you will be like God, knowing good & evil
=Adm& Eve declared independence upon God, rebelling against Him, losing their dependent relationship
& wrecking their purpose & ruining their sense of identity & purpose
which gives rise to all the evil in the world & in peoples lives = sin,
& in Gen3:15 God promises an offspring who will set everything right Redeem us frm sin.. reconcile us..&
restore right relationship w.God..
= J.C. who IS the express image of God, God Himself in the flesh...
In Adam, U seek to be "like God" =results in disobednce & indpndnce frm Him=sin
In Christ, U are restored to live "in dependence" upon God, not 'independence' frm!
You R restord to right relationshp, in Christ =as reborn, recreated in Christ
Jesus talks abt this in John 5: where He was calling God his own father & making Himself equal w.God...
v26 for as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted for the Son also to have life in Himself.
J.=uncreatd eternal divine 2nd persn Trinity, speakng here in earthtly role as Messiah,Savior promisd in
Gen 3 =& when U trust JC~L.S.=
His eternal spiritual life=restors U to dependent relatnshp w.God...
ultmately, hvn w.Him but bgns now rest of earthly life as trust~obey
Isaiah 40 says, "to whom will you compare Me? The LORD is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends
of the earth, He does not grow weary, His understanding is unsearchable."

bk to Is40 v27 why do U say My way is hidden frm th LORD, & my right is disregrdd by my God?
=Sometmes feel God isn't noticing our trbles. Bt Scriptures proclaim thLORD,self-existent One who creatd
U & all tht exists. &whn we focus on our mere selves & our puny problms, we miss th majesty of th One
who made us & cares for us.
v28 have Unot known? have Unot heard? Th LORD is the evr-lstng God, Creator of ends of earth. He
does not faint or grow weary; His undrstndng is unsearchble. Never forget, God knows all thngs, & for
Him nothng is impossible. God=all-sufficient One...compared to Him, evrythng abt us = small, bt nothng
abt us insignificant to Him...big & little thngs, He can supply evry need... He is at work...wait on Him =
God gives powr to th faint, & to him who has no might, God increases strngth. this means U= evn young
ppl shall faint & be weary BUT they who wait for th LORD shall renew their strength; =ie, those who
trust Him... depend upon Him.. have faith in Him.. for His time &purpose=
they WhoWait shall mount up with wings like eagles; theyWhoWait shall run & not be weary; they shall
walk & not faint. BCZ=God, th self-existent one, th divine independent one, knows U.& cares for U.
in Christ U have HIS LIFE w.in U, HE is Ur Creator & Sustainer, He will provide for U, as U wait upon
Him, in His time, for His purpose

imagine not needing anythng at all-? Tht's how God exists, not dependent !?! God unique = God is
everlastng. He existed be4 creation bcz He has always existd. We have nothing to compare this to - only
God has such attributes. God is infinite, all tht is finite owes its very existence to God, He who has th pwr
of self-existnce in & of Himself. Only God is divine = exists indpndntly of evrythng else tht exists, whch
derives frm Him, created= God =self-existnt,self-sufficnt, indepndnt..divine

is40:24 God created heavenly host = greatness of might, strong in pwr
Creator of ends of earth... Ps90 God from everlasting to evrlstng, b4 He formed th world... God is
uncreated Creator... th infinite one who gives rise to th finite = everythng else tht exists derives from Him
=
last wk=Ro11:36 O th depth of th riches &wisdom &knowldge of God! For from him & thru him & to him
are all things. echoed in 1cor8:6 there is one God, th Father, frm whom are all things & for whom we
exist, & one Lord, JC, thru whom are all things & thru whom we exist.
from Him= by th sovereign will of God...= th source of all things
thru Him= thru th sovereign activity of God...=th means of all things
for Him= for th sovereign glory of God..= goal & purpose of all thngs
our creation & continuing existence occur not bcz of any need of God
AWpink God was under no constraint, no obligation, no necessity to create. That He chose to do so was
purely a sovereign act on His part caused by nothng but His own mere good pleasure =for His own glory
Rev4 describs hvnly worshp of Him who lives forever &ever, who was &is &is to come=v11Worthy are U,
our Lord &God, to receive glory &hnr &pwr forU creatd all thngs &by Ur will they exstd &were creatd
source of all thngs =eternal Godhead, 3 coequal persons,1 God,F,S,HS
in perfect eternal harmony forever, sustained by Himself alone...
=...but He has never been "alone" as we understand it, bcz He is God...
& if U ever feel alone - thats an evidence U're made in Gods image
1,Only God independent, self-existent, He=divine, U=derived...2 we like evrythng else are created... &
derived frm God...& designed to be
Everything else derives from God - you are created
3- You are DEPENDENT: =all thngs depnd on God for existence.. & God has prtclr purpose for human
Neh 9:5 HearThWordOfThLORD stand up & bless th LORD Ur God from everlastng to everlastng,
blessed by Ur glorious name, whch is exaltd above all blessng & praise. U are th LORD, U alone. U have
made hvn, th hvn of hvns, w.all their host, th earth & all tht is on it, th seas & all tht is in them, & U
preserve all of them, & th host of hvn worshps U. U are th LORD th God who chose Abram & made w.him
th covenant, & U have kept Ur promise, & U gave your good Spirit to instruct & many times U delivered; &

now let not all th hardship tht has come upon us seem little to U, for U have been righteous & we have
acted wickdly & are in great distress
May God bless the hearng & our heedng of His holy Word. Amen
today Ada Warkentin's bday. HB,ada! Wow tht ws fast 5yrs! Did AdaW exist before 26feb2012 ? well
technically 9mos before, at her moment of conception =illustrates importance of "life at conception" bill
vote tomorrow in IA legislature... how about U - did U exist be4 your birthday? NO, you have a beginning and U will have an end...
Chldrn oft ask, whn is God's bday? who made God? A, God not made,
God has no beginning & no end, He has always been, in & of Himself.
=one of His incommncable attributes & as we continue new series will explor tdy how God is th selfexistent One, how everythng else extnds frm God, & how Ur life meant to be lived in dependence upon
Him
plz turn to p1251 pewBibleIs40=responsive rdg To whom then will U compare me, tht I shld be like him?
says th Holy One. Lift up Ur eyes on high & see: who creatd ths? He who brings out their host by numbr,
callng thm all by name; by th greatnss of his might & bcz he is strong in powr, not one is missng. Why do
U say, O Jacob, & speak, O Israel My way is hidden from th LORD,& my right is disregarded by my God?
Have U not known? Have U not heard? Th LORD is th everlastng God, th Creator of th ends of th earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understandng is un-searchable. He gives power to th faint, & to him
who has no might he increases strength.Evn youths shall faint & be weary, & young men shall fall
exhausted; bt they who wait for th LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up w.wings like
eagles; they shall run & not be weary; they shall walk & not faint."
belovd passage= God's self-existence...& that's 1st point on handout =
#1-INDEPENDENT God self-existnt,self-sufficnt, indepndnt..divine
Theolgns coined term aseity frm Latin "from Himself"...meaning He has life in & of Himself, & draws
unending energy frm His own being, & has absolutely no needs whatsoever, no support system of any
kind.
Grudem="God does not need us or the rest of creation for anything, yet we and the rest of creation can
glorify Him and bring Him joy."
Isa40 to whom then will U compare Me that I should be like him? v27 The LORD is th everlasting God, th
creator of th ends of th earth.
He does not faint or grow weary, His understanding is unsearchable"
th LORD in all caps here &tc =Hebr Yahweh, Jehovah, name of God revealed to Moses when he saw th
burning bush, & in answer to his question in Exod 3:14.. God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"...
=th Hebrew verb "to be" = He is, He will be...& 1st person =IAM=
Sproul= His name in all its forms proclaims His eternal, self-sustainng self-determining sovereign reality,
the supernatural existence signfied by th burning bush that was not consumed = God is in-exhaustible...
=God is not defined nor determined by anything but His divine self...
acts17:24 affirms thes truths - Th God who made th world & everythng in it, being Lord of heaven &
earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as tho he needed
anythng, since He himself gives to all mankind - life & breath & everything.
In Him we live & move & have our being for we are His offspring
what do U need to exist...? anyone ? - answers..? camping...Okeedokee 1000-star hotel in kingsize
riverbed.. ?-imagine not needing anythng at all-? Tht's how God exists, not dependent !?! God unique =
God is everlastng. He existed be4 creation bcz He has always existd. We have nothing to compare this to
- only God has such attributes.
God is infinite, all tht is finite owes its very existence to God, He who has th pwr of self-existnce in & of
Himself. Only God is divine = exists indpndntly of evrythng else tht exists, whch derives frm Him, created=
# 2- DERIVED: Everything else derives from God - you are created
is40:24 God created heavenly host = greatness of might, strong in pwr
Creator of ends of earth... Ps90 God from everlasting to evrlstng, b4 He formed th world... God is
uncreated Creator... th infinite one who gives rise to th finite = everythng else tht exists derives from Him
=

last wk=Ro11:36 O th depth of th riches &wisdom &knowldge of God! For from him & thru him & to him
are all things. echoed in 1cor8:6 there is one God, th Father, frm whom are all things & for whom we
exist, & one Lord, JC, thru whom are all things & thru whom we exist.
from Him= by th sovereign will of God...= th source of all things
thru Him= thru th sovereign activity of God...=th means of all things
for Him= for th sovereign glory of God..= goal & purpose of all thngs
our creation & continuing existence occur not bcz of any need of God
AWpink God was under no constraint, no obligation, no necessity to create. That He chose to do so was
purely a sovereign act on His part caused by nothng but His own mere good pleasure =for His own glory
Rev4 describs hvnly worshp of Him who lives forever &ever, who was &is &is to come=v11Worthy are U,
our Lord &God, to receive glory &hnr &pwr forU creatd all thngs &by Ur will they exstd &were creatd
source of all thngs =eternal Godhead, 3 coequal persons,1 God,F,S,HS
in perfect eternal harmony forever, sustained by Himself alone...
=...but He has never been "alone" as we understand it, bcz He is God...
& if U ever feel alone - thats an evidence U're made in Gods image
1,Only God independent, self-existent, He=divine, U=derived...2 we like evrythng else are created... &
derived frm God...& designed to be
# 3- DEPENDENT: =all thngs depnd on God for existence.. & God has prtclr purpose for human beings
=created in His image for relationshp w.Him...but WE have problem... expressd Is40v27p1251 why do U
say my way is hidden frm th LORD, & my right is disregarded by my God?
somhow we know somthng is wrong w.us in relation to almighty God
Gen1-2 God created mankind in His own image, male & female and said have dominion over all th
earth...the independent One created beings dependent upon Him... Gen 3 the tempter said when U do
what God has said not to do, then Ur eyes will be opened & you will be like God, knowing good & evil
=Adm& Eve declared independence upon God, rebelling against Him, losing their dependent relationship
& wrecking their purpose & ruining their sense of identity & purpose
which gives rise to all the evil in the world & in peoples lives = sin,
& in Gen3:15 God promises an offspring who will set everything right Redeem us frm sin.. reconcile us..&
restore right relationship w.God..
= J.C. who IS the express image of God, God Himself in the flesh...
In Adam, U seek to be "like God" =results in disobednce & indpndnce frm Him=sin
In Christ, U are restored to live "in dependence" upon God, not 'independence' frm!
You R restord to right relationshp, in Christ =as reborn, recreated in Christ
Jesus talks abt this in John 5: where He was calling God his own father & making Himself equal w.God...
v26 for as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted for the Son also to have life in Himself.
J.=uncreatd eternal divine 2nd persn Trinity, speakng here in earthtly role as Messiah,Savior promisd in
Gen 3 =& when U trust JC~L.S.=
His eternal spiritual life=restors U to dependent relatnshp w.God...
ultmately, hvn w.Him but bgns now rest of earthly life as trust~obey
bk to Is40 v27 why do U say My way is hidden frm th LORD, & my right is disregrdd by my God?
=Sometmes feel God isn't noticing our trbles. Bt Scriptures proclaim thLORD,self-existent One who creatd
U & all tht exists. &whn we focus on our mere selves & our puny problms, we miss th majesty of th One
who made us & cares for us.
v28 have Unot known? have Unot heard? Th LORD is the evr-lstng God, Creator of ends of earth. He
does not faint or grow weary; His undrstndng is unsearchble. Never forget, God knows all thngs, & for
Him nothng is impossible. God=all-sufficient One...compared to Him, evrythng abt us = small, bt nothng
abt us insignificant to Him...big & little thngs, He can supply evry need... He is at work...wait on Him =
God gives powr to th faint, & to him who has no might, God increases strngth. this means U= evn young
ppl shall faint & be weary BUT they who wait for th LORD shall renew their strength; =ie, those who
trust Him... depend upon Him.. have faith in Him.. for His time &purpose=
they WhoWait shall mount up with wings like eagles; theyWhoWait shall run & not be weary; they shall
walk & not faint. BCZ=God, th self-existent one, th divine independent one, knows U.& cares for U.

in Christ U have HIS LIFE w.in U, HE is Ur Creator & Sustainer, He will provide for U, as U wait upon
Him, in His time, for His purpose
PRAYER - offering - RESPONSE - thank you, coffee, TruthProject
Benediction Isa40, th LORD,evrlastng God, Creator ends of earth, does not faint or grow weary; his
undrstndng is unsearchble. He gives powr to th faint, &to him who has no might he increases strngth.&as
U wait for thLORD U shall renew Ur strngth; & mount up w.wings like eagles; U shall run & not be weary; U
shall walk & not faint. Amen.
In th name of the F-S-HS, go in His peace & His power. Amen

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.05.04
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
- Rev. Grant Mangold www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
HEAR US, HEAL US !
Today marks the 66th observance of the National Day of Prayer. In Daniel 9 t he prophet led in prayer
and repentance: "O Lord, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant with those who lov e Him
and keep His commandments, we have sinned and done wrong... Because of Your great mercy, hear,
O Lord, forgive, and act. Delay not, for your own sake." Please pray these words, penned by Anne
Graham Lotz, chair of www.NationalDayOfPrayer.org to hear us, forgive us, heal us:
We worship You, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. You are the
living God of our nation’s founding fathers: George Washington, John Adams, John Hancock,
Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, and many others. When we pledge our allegiance,
it’s as one nation under You. Every time we use American money to buy or sell, we make the
statement that in You we have placed our trust.
We acknowledge that You are the One who has set us high above all the nations on the earth. You
have made us the head and not the tail. We have led the free world. The whole world has known that
we are identified with You, and they have respected us.
Again and again, You have given us victory over our enemies.You have blessed us when we have
gone out and when we have come in. You have blessed us in our bustling cities and in our beautiful
countryside. You have blessed our “fruited plain” so that we have had an abundance for ourselves and
for others. You have opened up the storehouse of Your bounty, and have blessed the work of our
hands. You have given us unprecedented prosperity so that in the past we have lent to many nations
but been debtor to none.
We now turn to You as the God of Our Fathers. You alone are our Hope for the future. If we as a
nation do not get right with You, no one in Washington or in our state capitols can reverse the
downward moral and spiritual spiral that has become a free fall and is provoking Your judgment. We
approach You now with fear and trembling, as we confess our national sins:
We confess national addiction to sex. To money. To pleasure. To entertainment. To pornography.
To technology. To drugs. To alcohol. To food. To television. To popularity. To ourselves. We confess
we no longer fear You, and thus we have not even the beginning of wisdom with which to handle the
vast knowledge we possess. We confess our foolishness of denying You as the one, true, living God,
our Creator to whom we are accountable, living as though our lives are a cosmi c accident with no
eternal significance, purpose or meaning.
We confess our greed that has run up trillions of dollars of national debt. We confess our arrogance
and pride that has led us to think we are sufficient in ourselves. We confess to believing that the
prosperity of our nation has been great because we are great, while refusing to acknowledge that all
blessings come from Your hand.
We confess that we depend upon our military might and our weapons systems to protect us from
harm and danger, while denying, defying, and ignoring You. We confess that we have allowed the
material blessings You have given us to deceive us into thinking we don’t need You. We confess that
we live as though material wealth and prosperity will bring happiness.
We confess that we have marginalized truth and mainstreamed lies. We confess choices that reveal
we would rather live in bitterness, resentment, and anger, rather than forgive those who have hurt us
or acknowledge our own wrongdoing. We confess that we have become one nation under many gods,
divided and polarized, with license to sin and justice that no longer follows the rule of law.
Therefore, we turn to You with tears of shame and a heart of fear for the judgment we are provoking.
We repent of our sin. Please, God of Our Fathers, do not back away from us. Do not remove Your
hand of blessing on us. As we return to You with humility…With sincerity…Out of necessity…With a
desperate sense of urgency. Please! Return to us!
Hear our prayer. Forgive our sin. Heal our land. For the Glory of Your Great Name…JESUS. Amen!

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.04.27
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
- Rev. Grant Mangold www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
GOD IS: DO YOU KNOW HIM ?
"What comes to mind when you think of God is the most important thing about you," said A.W. Tozer.
What you believe about God affects every aspect of your life. But, is what you believe really true? How do
you know? You can be sure, because God has revealed Himself. And He changes your life.
1- God IS. Open your Bible to the first page. What do you read? "In the beginning, God." Genesis 1
begins, not with an explanation but a proclamation of God's existence. And His creative power, bringing
into existence all that we know. The Bible assumes that God is. And it's obvious. Romans 1:19 says "For
what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For His invisible
attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse."
God's written revelation explains what we cannot know of Him from creation itself. The Bible presupposes
God, and it describes Him. We learn who He is and what He is like from history, as God interacts with real
people. But God did even more. He revealed Himself in person. John 1:14 says the Son "became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, He has made Him known."
2- You can know Him. The Bible is a tool, like a magnifying glass, to bring specific aspects of His being
into clearer focus. To better understand Him, know Him, worship Him, and live for Him. With all your heart
and mind and will (Deuteronomy 6:5). Scripture describes what theologians call His "attributes," specific
character qualities of His being. We can distinguish His attributes, but not divide them.
It's like the Trinity. The one and only true God exists in three co-equal persons, Father, Son, Spirit. All
three share all divine attributes, equally, undivided, not independent. Every attribute is interconnected to
all the others, and each one characterizes the rest. God is holy in His omnipotence, loving in His
sovereignty, eternal in His immutability, etc. "Incommunicable" attributes belong to God alone, including
His eternal power and divine nature, which describe only the one true God. But you can share aspects of
His "communicable" attributes, because human beings are created "imago deo" in the image of God.
God says, "Let not the wise man boast in His wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in His might, let not
the rich man boast in His riches, but let Him who boasts boast in this, that He understands and knows Me,
that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these
things I delight, declares the Lord" (Jeremiah 9:23). Nothing compares to simply knowing God. "As He
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, 'you shall be holy, for I am
holy'." (1 Peter 1:15). Because you are derived from God, He has claims and expectations for you.
3- Who God IS defines who you are. And what you think about God defines you, because who you are
depends on where you came from. You are derived from your Creator. And what you believe about God
and yourself determines how you behave. 1 John 4:7 says, "Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love." This points to the fatal flaw of the human race. And explains what God
has done about our deficiency. Because only He can solve our problem, our sin of rebellion.
"In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that
we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we have loved God, but that he loved us, and sent His
Son to be the propitiation (payment) for our sins." Through Jesus, God has righted all the wrongs.
Through Jesus, you can be re-created with His spiritual life, and become what He designed you to be.
John continues, "Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God. If we love one another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in us. By this we know that we
abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit."
Jesus is God's ultimate revelation of Himself to the world. Jesus redeems you from all that makes you
unlike God. So that you become more and more like Him, in His communicable attributes, as Jesus
transforms your life, by His Spirit. To truly know God, you must be known by Him. Turn to Him today in
repentance and faith. Receive His life!

1 Jn cont v11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one anothr. No one has ever
seen God; if we love one anothr, God abides in us & his love is perfectd in us. By this we know
tht we abide in him & he in us, bcz he has given us of his Spirit. ultimate revltn of God abt
Himself to th world = giving His Son to redeem us frm sin, frm what makes us unlike God,
=givng us His own life w.in us =HS...to make us more like God= communicable attr.=incredible
levels of truth here, talked abt b4 & 1john also see how all 3 persons of Trinity involved=
He is apart from creation yet personally involved & intimately cares abt us whom He love &
makes it possible for us to know Him & if U love Him, then U'll want to know Him =comng wks
look at attributes:
God is selfexistnt, life in Hmslf, dpnds on no one. Spiritual no material body, transcendent.
Sovereign, rules ovr all things w.absolute control.
Holy pure, blameless, flawless; Omnipresent in all places at once.
Omniscient knows all thngs. Omnipotent all-powerful. Immutable never changes. Truthful;
Wise; Good; Gracious; Loving; Foreknowng, Righteous even in wrath... God loves purity &
punishes impurity.

=God is, U can know Him, & #3 handout= WHO GOD IS DEFINES WHO YOU ARE.. thats
bcz who U are depends on where U came frm = & U arederived frm th creator..? & wht U blv
determines how U behave: this depends on wht U perceive abt God, Urself, & others...
John Calvin It is evident tht man never attains to a true self-knowledge until he has previously
contemplated th face of God, & come down after such contemplation to look into himself. = God
defines you!
turn 1jn 4:7 p.1212 Belovd, let us love one anothr, for love is frm God, & whoevr loves has been
born of God& KNOWS GOD. Anyone who does not love does not know God, bcz God is love. tht
right there is problm bcz ppl do not love as God loves..=points to somthng deficient in our-selves
in relation to God= made in His image bt character flawed=sin
But God has done something abt that= In this th love of God was made manifest amng us, tht
God sent his only Son into th world, so tht we might live thru him. In this is love, not tht we have
loved God bt tht he loved us & sent his Son to be th propitiation for our sins. =bcz God has
righted all th wrongs, we can receive His spiritual life -&- become more&more like Him=th
point of Chr life=saw in series on HS &
intentional healthy Christian growth= bcz blvrs are in union w.Christ
1 Jn cont v11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one anothr. No one has ever
seen God; if we love one anothr, God abides in us & his love is perfectd in us. By this we know
tht we abide in him & he in us, bcz he has given us of his Spirit. ultimate revltn of God abt
Himself to th world = giving His Son to redeem us frm sin, frm what makes us unlike God,
=givng us His own life w.in us =HS...to make us more like God= communicable attr.=incredible
levels of truth here, talked abt b4 & 1john also see how all 3 persons of Trinity involved=

He is apart from creation yet personally involved & intimately cares abt us whom He love &
makes it possible for us to know Him & if U love Him, then U'll want to know Him =comng wks
look at attributes:
God is selfexistnt, life in Hmslf, dpnds on no one. Spiritual no material body, transcendent.
Sovereign, rules ovr all things w.absolute control.
Holy pure, blameless, flawless; Omnipresent in all places at once.
Omniscient knows all thngs. Omnipotent all-powerful. Immutable never changes. Truthful;
Wise; Good; Gracious; Loving; Foreknowng, Righteous even in wrath... God loves purity &
punishes impurity.
Coming wks will learn how His chrctrstics transform Ur life thru JC... U begin~rdgs ths
wk...plug for TPP ecellent complementary series too!
=what U think abt God is th most important thng abt U = so what do U think - do U want to
know Him more personally?= His prayer fr Uclose w.Eph 3:14p1160 as turn v22=what God is doing=in Christ U are being built togthr into a
dwelling place for God by the Holy Spirit.
v14=For this reason I bow my knees b4 th Father, frm whm evry family in hvn & on earth is
named, tht accrdng to th riches of his glory he may grant U to be strngthnd w.powr thru his
Spirit in Ur innr being, so tht Christ may dwell in Ur hearts thru faith—tht U, being rootd &
groundd in love, may have strngth to comprhnd w.all th saints wht is
th breadth & lngth & height & dpth, & to know th love of Chrst tht surpsses knowldge, tht U may
be filld w.all th fullnss of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abndntly thn all tht we ask
or thnk, accrdng to th powr at work w.in us, to him be glory in th chrch & in CJ thru-out all
generations, forever & ever. Amen.

 Call.To.Worship - Ro11 HearThWordOfThLORD O th depth of th riches & wisdm &
knwldge of God! How unsrchble are his judgmnts & how inscrtble his ways! Fr who hs known
th mind of th Lord or who has been his cnslr? Or who has gvn a gift to him tht he mght be repaid?
For frm him & thru him & to him are all thngs. To him be glory forvr. Amen! May God bless th
hearng &our heedng of his holy Word. Amen
 ANNCE today..got.games.potluck.thsWk..reg+..movie.. nxt VBS.. =
TPP  GREET  PRAISE =lords prayer  PRAY WAstate RECORD

just prayed lords prayer few momnts ago..ok w.you? if so probly in company of 63% US adults
abs.certain abt God's exstnce, 29%fairly certain.. 88% of evang.prot.
89black.prot..90JW..86mormon 64cath, 66mainline prot.. 84.muslim..
41hindu...37jew..29buddhist..
do U thnk all blv in same God? or blv same things abt God..? is th God U blv in th one true
God? ...can U know? it matter? ...AW.tozer said what comes into Ur mind when U thnk abt God
is mst imp thng abt U
bcz what you believe about God affects every aspect of your life...what you believe about the
world around you, other people & cultures... and what's right & wrong... and how people should
live... all traced to God.
today want to talk about "the God who is"... how you can know about Him & how you can know
Him... and how this changes your life...how it matters to what you will do as soon as you go out
the door today...

invite you open your Bible to the first page, Gen1...what do you read? In the beginning, God...
the Bible doesn't open with an explanation of God's existence, it begins with a proclamation of
His existence, and His creative power in bringing into existence all that we know...
Exod 20:11 for in six days the LORD made heaven & earth , the sea, & all that is in them. The
Bible assumes, presupposes, His existence. God is obvious. No matter how hard we try,
philosophers, scientists, ordinary ppl, =cannot explain world or our existence apart frm God
handout #1 GOD IS... Rom1 p1116 v19 expands on this = For what can be known about God is
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.
God reveald Himself, not only creation, bt written Word. no excuse.
Bible pre-supposes God but also describes God, so we can know.
& God has done even more - He has revealed Himself personally. John 1:14 p1053 &th Word
bcm flesh &dwelt among us, & we have seen his glory, glory as of th only Son frm th Father, full
of grace & truth. 18 No one has ever seen God; th only God, who is at th Father’s side, He has
made him known. Word=JC~creator, came in flesh to reveal God
& to go such grt lngths to reveal Himself via creation, JC, Bible...God must thnk important for U
to know Him... how? need TOOL... like this magnfyng glass = wht's for ?? make things appear
larger... if U're not using our largeprint pew Bible U might need a magnifyng glass to read
GOD IS..& #2 handout = YOU CAN KNOW HIM... God is so great, He has given Scripture to
work like a magnifying glass =to know Him, bring specific aspects of His being into clearer
focus to bettr undrstnd Him, to better know Him, to better worship Him, to better live for Him
valentines day this week - ppl you love you want to know more about dont you... delight in
learning about their personality, likes-dislikes, experiences, hopes,dreams, capabilties = same
true for God...Deut 6:5 commandd to love God w.all heart & soul & strength & mind = whole
being= U can have a more intimate &wondrful &worshipful reltnshp!
learning what God is like involves what theologians call His attributes
you encountered this word in chemistry class =attributes or properties computer word...sports
world..specs of tools, shop~ kitchen~hobby...
bt we're talkng abt GOD =person.. creator, redeemer,judge =peronsal qualities, characteristics,
perfections= aspects of God's character we can put under the magnifying glass of Scripture and
learn more about.
Rom 11:33 p1126 Oh, th depth of th riches & wisdom & knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are his judgmnts & how inscrutble his ways! For who has known th mind of th Lord, or who has
been his counslor? Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? For from him & thru
him & to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen!
this is no ordinary being or person...this is GOD, the divine being... &
thru Script can sorta put God under th magnifying glass & we can talk about His various
attributes... distinguish thm bt can never divide thm. =only one true God & He exists in 3 coequal persons, Father, Son, HS
All share all attrbts..equally, undivided,interconnected, not independnt
Belong to all 3 persons of Godhead, & eternal & unchanging. God has
always been God... there is not a different God in OT as in NT..
Every attribute is interconnectd to th others, each one characterizes th othrs = God is holy in His
omnipotence, loving in His sovereignty, etc
=two categories of attributes = incommunicable belong to God alone

=as Rom1 ="eternal power & divine nature" =describes only the one true God...but other
attributes of God are "communicable" =you can share aspects of these qualities, bcz U are imago
deo in His image
see handout =Jer9:23 p758 = read aloud Thus says th LORD: Let not
th wise man boast in his wisdom, let not th mighty man boast in his might, let not th rich man
boast in his riches, bt let him who boasts boast in this, tht he understnds & knows me, tht I am th
LORD who practices steadfst love, justice, &rightsnss in th earth. For in these thngs I delight,
declares th LORD wow..no matter how great U bcm nothng compares to simply knowng God...
& lists three communicable attributes = love, justice, righteousness = aspects of God's character
=
tht U & I can share..indeed commndd to be imitators of God...Eph 5:1 & 1pet 1:15 p1203 says as
He who called U is holy, U also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written,U shall be holy,
for I am holy.
bcz you are derived from God He has claims & expectations about you
=God is, U can know Him, & #3 handout= WHO GOD IS DEFINES WHO YOU ARE.. thats
bcz who U are depends on where U came frm = & U arederived frm th creator..? & wht U blv
determines how U behave: this depends on wht U perceive abt God, Urself, & others...
John Calvin It is evident tht man never attains to a true self-knowledge until he has previously
contemplated th face of God, & come down after such contemplation to look into himself. = God
defines you!
turn 1jn 4:7 p.1212 Belovd, let us love one anothr, for love is frm God, & whoevr loves has been
born of God& knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, bcz God is love. tht
right there is problm bcz ppl do not love as God loves..=points to somthng deficient in our-selves
in relation to God= made in His image bt character flawed=sin
But God has done something abt that= In this th love of God was made manifest amng us, tht
God sent his only Son into th world, so tht we might live thru him. In this is love, not tht we have
loved God bt tht he loved us & sent his Son to be th propitiation for our sins. =bcz God has
righted all th wrongs, we can receive His spiritual life -&- become more&more like Him=th
point of Chr life=saw in series on HS &
intentional healthy Christian growth= bcz blvrs are in union w.Christ
1 Jn cont v11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one anothr. No one has ever
seen God; if we love one anothr, God abides in us & his love is perfectd in us. By this we know
tht we abide in him & he in us, bcz he has given us of his Spirit. ultimate revltn of God abt
Himself to th world = giving His Son to redeem us frm sin, frm what makes us unlike God,
=givng us His own life w.in us =HS...to make us more like God= communicable attr.=incredible
levels of truth here, talked abt b4 & 1john also see how all 3 persons of Trinity involved=
He is apart from creation yet personally involved & intimately cares abt us whom He love &
makes it possible for us to know Him & if U love Him, then U'll want to know Him =comng wks
look at attributes:
God is selfexistnt, life in Hmslf, dpnds on no one. Spiritual no material body, transcendent.
Sovereign, rules ovr all things w.absolute control.
Holy pure, blameless, flawless; Omnipresent in all places at once.
Omniscient knows all thngs. Omnipotent all-powerful. Immutable never changes. Truthful;
Wise; Good; Gracious; Loving; Foreknowng, Righteous even in wrath... God loves purity &
punishes impurity.
Coming wks will learn how His chrctrstics transform Ur life thru JC... U begin~rdgs ths
wk...plug for TPP ecellent complementary series too!
=what U think abt God is th most important thng abt U = so what do U think - do U want to
know Him more personally?= His prayer fr U-

close w.Eph 3:14p1160 as turn v22=what God is doing=in Christ U are being built togthr into a
dwelling place for God by the Holy Spirit.
v14=For this reason I bow my knees b4 th Father, frm whm evry family in hvn & on earth is
named, tht accrdng to th riches of his glory he may grant U to be strngthnd w.powr thru his
Spirit in Ur innr being, so tht Christ may dwell in Ur hearts thru faith—tht U, being rootd &
groundd in love, may have strngth to comprhnd w.all th saints wht is
th breadth & lngth & height & dpth, & to know th love of Chrst tht surpsses knowldge, tht U may
be filld w.all th fullnss of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abndntly thn all tht we ask
or thnk, accrdng to th powr at work w.in us, to him be glory in th chrch & in CJ thru-out all
generations, forever & ever. Amen.
= PRAYER= RESPONSE=OFFERING = thx.coffee..games.&tc
 BENEDICTION ~EPH 3:16
In the name of the F-S-HS - go in His peace & His power Amen !
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GOD IS: RISEN LIFE
We live in an era of "fake news." But the Bible proclaims "Good News." News you can rely on, because
God Himself is the source. Nearly 2,000 years after the earthly life of Jesus Christ, we are still declaring
the life-transforming news about Him, because of His life and death and resurrection. Jesus is risen!
Matthew 28 says "Do not be afraid. He is not here. He is risen, just as He said." Jesus is alive today!
Because He is God, the eternal second person of the Trinity, the One and Only God in three persons.
1- Jesus is the AUTHOR of life. John 1 says "In the beginning was the Word (a title for Jesus), and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were made through Him." The One God exists in
three persons who always work together in total unity. God is the architect of creation, redemption, and
resurrection, all arranged by the Father, accomplished by the Son, and applied by the Holy Spirit. Peter
declares in Acts 2, "This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God,
you crucified and killed, but God raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible
for Him to be held by death." In Acts 3 he says, "You denied the Holy and Righteous One, and you killed
the author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses." These words are terms of
divinity, proclaiming Jesus as God. As Paul says in Romans 1, "Christ Jesus was declared to be the Son
of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness, by His resurrection from the dead."
2- Jesus is the LORD of life. John 10 says "I have authority to lay down My life and to take it up again,
of My own accord." Colossians 1 presents Jesus as firstborn of all creation and firstborn from the dead.
This term refers to His rank. Jesus is highest, Lord and ruler, worthy of worship. He is both Creator and
Redeemer, reconciling His creatures to the holy God by the sacrifice of Himself on the cross. In creation,
He gives physical life. In the cross and resurrection, He gives spiritual life. The book and movie "Case For
Christ" clearly explain all the evidence about the Lord Jesus that leads to saving faith. Easter is the week
that changed the world, but according to Islam, it's the week that never was. Islam calls Jesus a prophet,
but denies the Bible's historical facts about His life and death and resurrection, refusing to believe.
3- Jesus is the GIVER of life. John 10 continues, "My sheep hear My voice and I know them, and they
follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish." In John 6 He says "the Spirit gives life" and
Peter responds, "we have believed and have come to know, You are the Holy One of God." In John 3
Jesus says "you must be born again from above by the Spirit." John 1 says "to all who did receive Him,
who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but born of God." That's regeneration by the Holy Spirit.
4- Do you have HIS life? This is the great question of the day. The facts about Jesus are incontrovertible
history. But only your story can answer the question whether you have the life that Jesus gives. Romans
10:9 says "if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved." This is not a ritual or a recipe, it's the response of faith to Jesus
Himself, His life and death and resurrection. Because Jesus did what you can not do.
He paid for sins with His perfect life, then rose from the dead with His perfect resurrection. In response,
with all your heart, mind, will, you put all your trust in Jesus. 1 John 5:11 says "This is the testimony, that
God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have
the Son of God does not have life." It's not about a procedure, it's about a person. Jesus saves. And John
says "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know you have
eternal life." That's the witness of the regenerating Holy Spirit, who assures believers of life in Christ.
Like Thomas, blessed are you to believe without seeing the risen Lord in person. Because like John, one
day you will see Him as John did in Revelation 1: "His eyes like flame of fire and face like the sun shining
in full strength. When I saw Him I fell at His feet as though dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying,
Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore." It's an
echo of the words from the empty tomb. He is risen! Do you believe this? With all your heart and mind
and will? All that you are believing in all that Jesus is? Then live out His new life through you, every day!
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THE WEEK THAT CHANGED THE WORLD
It's the old old story that just makes some people yawn. Don't fall for that. Jesus' life matters. The facts
about Jesus Christ present an unparalleled historical reality. It's nothing less than divine intrusion into
human history. It should make you sit up, take notice, and change your life. Be intentional this week about
participating in church services, acknowledging Jesus as YOUR Lord and Savior.
The final chapters of the four Gospels record, in dramatic detail, the events of the week that changed the
world. It was the climax of God's personal intervention into mankind's problem of sin and evil. Since the
creation of the world, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and brought sin into human existence, God
had promised a "seed of the woman," a Savior, to make things right. At Christmas we celebrate the
coming of this promised One, the incarnation of Christ, God becoming man in the person of Jesus Christ.
The "Word" who was with God and was God and who made all things, became God "with us."
1- PALM SUNDAY - On this day we cry "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord." Jesus
enters the holy city of Jerusalem for the Passover feast, intent on becoming the promised paschal lamb,
to take away the sins of the world. His earthly ministry of the past three years presents Him as the Son of
God, the miraculous fully human and fully divine man who would fulfill all the ancient prophecies. His
impeccable life, amazing miracles, practical authoritative teachings, charismatic character, all combined in
the popular mind to acclaim Him as the promised Messiah-Savior-Servant-Conquering- King.
2- MID-WEEK - On Monday, Jesus makes a barren fig tree an object lesson of Israel, which should have
been bearing the fruit of repentance. He cleanses the temple in preparation for the sacrifice of Himself.
Tuesday, Jesus explains the fig tree, teaches in the temple, and makes predictions about the future,
including the impending destruction of Jerusalem, because the New Covenant will supercede the Old.
Wednesday, the plot to kill Jesus takes shape. Everything is going according to God's definite plan.
3- MAUNDY THURSDAY - Christians gather in fellowship tonight because of all Jesus did that day. At
their Passover feast, Jesus washes the disciples' feet, showing them how to be servant-leaders. He
reminds them of His most important teachings, commanding them to love one another. "Maundy" relates
to the Latin for commands. Jesus also speaks of His coming death and resurrection. And He institutes
"The Lord's Supper" as He uses the tangible elements of bread and cup to represent His body and blood,
given for them for the remission of sins, in fulfillment of the promised New Covenant. Believers receive
new hearts, circumcised by the Holy Spirit, who regenerates them to faith and empowers them to
obedience. But before the evening ends, Jesus predicts their denial. He prays for them. In Gethsemane,
He submits to God the Father as the obedient Son, graciously giving His life to pay the penalty for our
sins. Do YOU submit yourself to His will, trusting the totality of your being to the fullness of His grace?
4- GOOD FRIDAY - This day we pause in somber reflection as Jesus is betrayed, arrested, sentenced.
One by one, the earthly authorities, both ecclesiastical and civil, condemn Jesus to death. The crowds
lauding Him as King days ago now shout, "Crucify Him! We have no king but Caesar!" Jesus is brutally
scourged, forced to carry the cross-beam to Golgotha, and raised up on the terrible Roman tree of
execution. In His own body, He carries our sins. By His stripes we are healed. The holy God turns His
face away, as Jesus cries out, "Tetelestai! It is finished! Paid in full!" and His spirit leaves His body on the
cross. The world goes dark, the curtain in the temple is rent, and the disciples huddle in despair. Two
secret disciples go public, as Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea place His body in a new tomb, as the
women watch. Only later they realize how on this day, this Passover, Jesus was God's sacrifice for sin.
5- EASTER SUNDAY - On this day we rejoice in jubilant celebration.The Sabbath, Saturday, prevented
the women from preparing His body for burial. Early Sunday morning they rush to the tomb, finding it
empty. They are amazed at angels announcing, "He is risen, just as He said." The women rush to inform
the incredulous disciples. Then the resurrected Jesus appears in person to Mary, to Peter, to the disciples
on the Emmaus road, and to those gathered in the upper room. Hallelujah! HE LIVES!
That's why Christians today still gather on Sunday. Jesus IS risen indeed! The promised one, our Creator,
who came in a cradle to go to a cross, has obtained the crown of life. Sin could not overcome Him. Death
could not defeat Him. The grave could not hold Him. The power of the Holy Spirit gives you HIS new life,
as you receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, to be lived through you, as you trust and obey. He lives!
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OFF THE TREADMILL
Better weather brings promises of spring and outdoor activities. One of the downsides of winter is the
nemesis of the treadmill. There aren't enough days suitable for snowshoeing or cross-country skiing, etc.
So a treadmill has to do. Come spring, you're thinking, that treadmill has to go.
The Christian life can be like a treadmill too. But why? If you've been following this column, the past
several weeks we've worked through a series of Scriptures focusing on "intentional healthy Christian
growth" by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Trusting and obeying God's truth, by His power.
1- GET OFF THE TREADMILL. Many Christians seem to approach life as a treadmill. 1 John 1:9 is a
favorite verse: "if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness." The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin. But for many people, the Christian life
has become a treadmill of "sin~confess~repeat..." Never overcoming sin, just repeating a process.
My old treadmill graphically displays going up and down hills as the platform raises and lowers. I watch
clock, odometer and calorie counter. The screen shows me making progress, but I'm not actually going
anywhere. I'm still in the basement on the treadmill. And I have to do it over and over. Day after day.
If you approach the Christian life that way, just assuming you're going to sin, but diligently confessing, are
you really making any progress? In contrast, the Bible presents the Christian life as like a marathon. Not
"sin~confess~repeat" but "sin~confess~repent." The difference is, you get somewhere.
2- GET IN THE MARATHON. A recent news report highlighted a 96-year old who ran 744 marathons.
That's 26 miles each. Amazing? He had an 83-year old friend who ran 965 marathons.The Bible says if
you are a Christian, believing and trusting in Jesus alone for salvation, you are already running the
marathon of the Christian life. It's an apt metaphor, and much more encouraging than a treadmill.
Hebrews 12 says "lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race set before us, looking to Jesus, the beginner and finisher of our faith." Then it says that God
trains His children to run this race, through discipline. "God disciplines His children whom He loves."
Revelation 3:19 echoes, "those whom I love, I reprove and discipline. So be zealous and repent." God
trains us to get rid of sin in our lives so we can run the race of faith. Sin holds us back so we don't get
anywhere, like the treadmill of "sin~confess~repeat." But the marathon of the Christian life is
"sin~confess~repent." Getting rid of sin is "temptation~resist~grow stronger." So you can run longer.
Confession and repentance are two sides of the same coin of faith. Trust in the blood of Jesus to cleanse
your sin. Confess, agreeing with God about sin in your life. Then repent, turn away from sin, by His power
within - the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit. That's how you make progress in your Christian life. As 1
John 3:9 says, "no one born of God makes a practice of sinning, because God's seed abides in him."
3- IT'S A PERSON, NOT A PROCESS. God's way is not a treadmill that gets you nowhere, it's a
marathon that begins and ends with Jesus. He loves you and forgives your sins, and indwells you with
His Holy Spirit. So you can say no to sin and yes to God's commandments - by His power within. The key
to running your marathon is not the training or the process. It's the person - the Lord Jesus Christ.
It's all because of Him! As 1 John 4:4 says, we overcome sin because "He who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world." Jesus overcame the world, the flesh, the devil, and sin. He lives within believers
by the Holy Spirit. As Galatians 5:25 says,"If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit."
So get off the treadmill of sin. Run the marathon of faith. By the power of Jesus within, following Him to
resist sin and grow stronger, more like Him. Confessing, repenting, training, running. That's His plan and
purpose, as you trust and obey. Every day. Striving to reach His goal - all by His power within you.
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SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Being a Christian is not for sissies. It's a life of spiritual warfare, battling against your adversaries: the
world, the flesh, the devil Satan, and his legion of demons. They twist God's truth, as you are tempted by
the lusts of your flesh, the desires of your eyes, and your pride in possessions. But God provides you
spiritual weapons - truth (the Holy Bible) and power (the Holy Spirit). Here's how to deploy them.
1) Trust and obey. If you are a believer, you are in "union with Christ." The evil one, Satan, is your
enemy because he is Christ's enemy. But Christ provides you with all His resources of truth and power.
To use them, you must trust God's truth, believing what He says. Then you must obey Him, acting in faith.
2) Believing in God's truth. Jesus uses this strategy in Matthew 4. Led by the Holy Spirit, He countered
each of the devil's temptations with God's truth. Satan twisted God's Word. Jesus answered, "It is written"
as He quoted Scripture in truth. Likewise, we trust and obey His Word by His power. In John 14:26, Jesus
promised the ministry of the Holy Spirit to enable His disciples to recall God's Word. The apostle Paul
underscores the role of truth in 2 Timothy 2:24 as he writes, "repentance leading to knowledge of the truth,
that they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will." Unrepentant
sin is a snare in your life - a result of unbelief. Don't yield that foothold to the devil.
3) Relying on the armor of Christ. The apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 6:10, "Finally, be strong in the
Lord and the strength of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against spiritual forces of
evil." He goes on to describe each component of armor, as a metaphor for being in union with Christ. It's
an expansion of Romans 13:12 where he says "put on the armor of light, cast off the works of darkness,
and put on the Lord Jesus Christ, making no provision for the flesh and its desires." Christ Himself is your
armor. You are safe in Him because you are in union with Him, with everything you need. Armor was a
powerful object lesson for a first-century reader. The belt of truth secures your armor with the eternally
unchanging life-changing truth of God's words. The breastplate of righteousness protects your heart from
pursuing ungodly passions. The shoes of peace are your readiness to share the gospel, as you go and
make disciples. The shield of faith extinguishes the fiery darts of temptation, doubt and demonic attacks.
The helmet of salvation protects your mind from the lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil. The sword
of the Spirit is your offensive weapon, the word of God, "which is living and active, sharper than a twoedged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, discerning the thoughts and intentions of the
heart." Your secret weapon is prayer, "praying at all times in the Spirit" as you submit to the Lord's truth,
depending on Him with your whole being, heart, mind, will. You are safe in Christ, your armor.
4) Resisting the evil one. Fighting in the flesh does not work against spiritual foes. Paul told Timothy to
"flee temptations and passions" and "stand firm" against the devil. Only Jesus ordered, "begone Satan."
In Jude 1:9 even the archangel Michael said to the devil, "the Lord rebuke you." James 4 says, "friendship
with the world is enmity with God. God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw
near to you." 1 Peter 5 echoes, "humble yourselves, be sober-minded, be watchful. Your adversary the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith."
5) Living by God's power. The indwelling Holy Spirit provides believers with unlimited spiritual power.
Galatians 5:16 says, "walk by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh." Jude describes
false teachers as "devoid of the Holy Spirit" and advises "praying in the Spirit" and keeping in the love of
God. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit. Christ has overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil. 1 John 4:4
reminds even "little children" in Christ, "you are from God and overcome them, for He who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world." In spiritual union with Christ, you have all of His unlimited spiritual
resources to live out your faith. Intentionally begin each day by putting on the armor of Christ. Put God's
word in your mind. Believe it. Live it. Consciously depend on the Spirit's power. That's how you "withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, stand firm." Truth. Power. Trust. Obey. Be transformed! In Christ!
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SPIRITUAL WEAPONS
Your spiritual enemies are the world, the flesh, and the devil. The world is all the anti-God earthly ideas
pervasive in the counterfeit culture around you. The flesh is all the sinful thoughts that reside within you,
the lusts and pride that drive you to want what you want. It's how your brain has been trained by the world
to think independently of God instead of depending on Him. And the devil is a personal spiritual enemy.
1- WHO: Define your spiritual adversaries. One Satan's favorite tactics is get you to believe he is a
joke, a fractured figment of your imagination, a ghoulish cartoon charater. The devil is no caricature, but a
definable evil enemy. Scripture describes him as a deceiver, a tempter, a murderer, and opposer. He is a
created angelic being who rebelled against God. He leads a host of fallen angels called demons, who are
engaged in active rebellion against God in the spiritual realms of reality, as well as here on earth. The evil
one is a finite limited creature who leads a host of demons who seek to disrupt God's people.
2- WHAT: Determine your spiritual weapons. God's truth and God's power are constant companions
of all Christians "in union with Christ." Satan's strategy is to twist God's truth, to trick you. This includes
deceiving you regarding his actual limited powers. But the truth and power of Christ are infintely greater.
The war is already won by Christ. Yet just as enemy soldiers continued to fight in WW2 after armistice
was signed, Satan and his demons refuse to stand down as they await the return of Christ. This means
believers are still in battle with the evil one and his minions. As CS Lewis said, "If you haven't met Satan
recently, you are probably going his way." But three things are on your side: the Lord, light, and limits.
A- LORD - As promised in Genesis 3:15, Jesus Christ definitively defeated Satan. And 1 John 3:8 says,
"the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the
works of the devil." Hebrews 2:14 says, through His death Jesus destroys "the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, to deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery."
The wages of sin is death. The only escape is the sacrifice of Christ. Colossians 2:15 says He "disarmed
the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, triumphing over them" in the cross.
B- LIGHT - and truth overcome evil. Jesus is both Truth and Light. John 1:5 says "the light shines and the
darkness has not overcome it." Jesus is the light of the world, who said, "take heart, I have overcome the
world." 1 John 2:14 says about believers, "you are strong and the word of God abides in you and you
have overcome the evil one." 1 John 4:4 says "you have overcome them, for He who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world." This is the promise of the power of the armor of light in Romans 13:12. God's
truth in Christ is the light that overcomes the limited power of the darkness and the devil.
C- LIMITS - evil has limited power. Evil is not the absence of good, but is rather the twisting of truth. This
is the speciality of Satan. Man-made myths project a duality or balance of good and evil. But the Bible
declares evil as limited and defeated. The evil one is only one, with legions of evil servants. And they are
subject to the spiritual authority of God (Job 1:12) and of Christ. In Luke 9, He gave His twelve disciples
power and authority over demons and diseases, and sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God.
In Luke 10, Jesus sent out seventy disciples, who returned with joy, saying "Lord, even the demons are
subject to us in Your name. He said to them, I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold I give you
authority over all the power of the enemy." Then He re-focuses their zeal: "nevertheless, do not rejoice in
this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." This is spiritual
warfare. Your objective is proclaiming God's truth in Christ, so people are saved. This authority was given
Jesus and passed on to all His disciples as part of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20).
3 - HOW = Deploy your spiritual strategies. You have defined your adversaries as the devil and his
demons. You have determined your weapons as God's truth, the Holy Bible, and God's power, the Holy
Spirit. Now your daily duty is to deploy these weapons. Next time, we'll explore how you live moment by
moment under God's protection and provision, in the armor of Christ - as you "trust and obey."
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YOUR EVIL ENEMY
A recent survey shows 67 percent of Americans believe in Satan. Another poll shows 57 percent of U.S.
Christians do not believe the Devil is real. Why such confusion about "the evil one"? If you read the Bible,
you know about waging spiritual warfare against three enemies: the world, the flesh, and the devil.
The glimpses of Satan in Scripture lead many people to speculate remarkably too much. CS Lewis has
well said, "There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to
disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in
them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors, and hail a materialist or a magician with the
same delight." You can believe too much or too little about Satan. What does the Bible teach?
1- Define your spiritual adversary. Scripture refers to that ancient serpent, the dragon, the devil, Satan,
the evil one, the adversary, the enemy. All these monikers refer to an angelic being who led fallen angels
in rebellion against God. This evil one is the devil, and his followers are demons and devils. Satan is a
created being, and so is limited in scope and power - not even close to equal with God in any sense.
A) The devil is a deceiver. We first meet him in Genesis 3:1 where he is described as "more crafty" than
any other creature. His beguiling words to Eve are, "did God actually say?" as he twists the Word of God.
He does this in Matthew 4, seeking to deceive Jesus. In John 8:44 Jesus says, "the devil does not stand
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a
liar and the father of lies." Satan knows the Bible well. Better than you. But he lies about it.
2 Corinthians 11:14 describes false teachers as "deceitful workmen," agents of Satan, "and no wonder,
for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no surprise if his servants also disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness." The evil one is a master of disguise, more crafty and beguiling
than even you. That's why you must be hearers and doers of God's Word, the Bible.
B) The evil one is a tempter. Your "flesh" is enemy number one because it is always with you. As James
1:14 says, "Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire." Satan simply uses
the world and the flesh against you. 1 John 2:16 says "All that is in the world - the desires of the flesh and
the desires of the eyes and pride of possessions - is not from the Father but is from the world." In Genesis
3:6, "when Eve saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and gave some to her husband who was
with her." In verse 13 she says, "The serpent deceived me and I ate." But the seed of temptation is in you.
C) The adversary is a murderer. In John 8:44 Jesus says, "the devil was a murderer from the beginning"
and was behind the religious leaders trying to kill Jesus. John 3:12 says, "Cain was of the evil one and
murdered his brother Abel" and verse 15 equates hate with murder. In Genesis 3, the result of sin was
death (Romans 6:23). Throughout Scripture, Satan is associated with death and killing, including child
sacrifice in the Old Testament, which is akin to abortion through history and today.
D) The enemy is an opposer.In Matthew 16:23, Jesus talked about the coming cross. Peter rebuked him,
but Jesus said, "get behind me Satan, you are a hindrance to Me, for you are not setting your mind on
things of God, but on things of man." Similarly, in 1 Thessalonians 2:18 the apostle Paul writes, "we
wanted to come to you, but Satan hindered us." Satan is the evil spiritual influence behind the world's
rebellion and opposition to God. He stokes the fires of rebellion in your heart and mind and will.
2- Determine your spiritual weapons. Satan is a powerful spiritual foe, but God has not left you
defenseless. You have His divine weapons of truth and power, which you wield mightily as you yield to
Jesus as Lord, trusting and obeying Him. Jesus defeated the devil, and gives you the victory. Next time
we'll explore how God equips you with powerful spiritual weapons, deployed in the power of the Spirit.
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PUT OFF AND PUT ON
Wish you were different? Wonder why it seems so hard to live the Christian life? It's all about the warfare
of the flesh versus the spirit. Before you become a believer in Jesus Christ, the Bible says you are "dead
IN sins." But if you are a believer, having received Jesus as Lord and Savior, the Bible says you are now
"dead TO sins." Crucified with Christ and raised up with Him. Big difference!
1- Perceiving the real you. A believer lives in a body of flesh, but your real life is in "union with Christ." By
2- Placing your daily life in proper perspective, it all makes sense. Colossians 3 says "set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth." Because the real you relates to heaven, not earth.
You are at war with the flesh because you are raised up with Christ. The Bible puts it in practical terms.
3. Putting OFF the old you. The real you, reborn in Christ, is spiritually alive to God and dead to sin. So
the Bible instructs you to discard the old things of the flesh. Even if you aren't aware of the battle, your
new spirit wants to obey God, while your old flesh does not. God's truth, the Bible, tells you how to live.
Colossians 3:5 says, "put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry." Just a click away. A thought, a glance, and off you go.
But now, alive in Christ, you can refuse to compromise with sin. Put it to death. It must no longer define
your manner of life. "Put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices."
When you are immature, the operative word is no no no. You want to do as you please. But when you are
in Christ, you now have the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit to say no to sin and yes to God. The real
you relates to your new spirit, not your old flesh. You are no longer enslaved to sinful desires. Yes, their
presence and influence will tempt you, but you are free from their power - by the Holy Spirit's power.
The old saying is "since we still have combustible materials about us, we must put out the fire." How can
you grow as a Christian if you are regularly fueling the fires of your sinful desires? Put away those things.
Get rid of them from your life. Put off, put away, put to death the old things of the flesh. It's not you.
4. Putting ON the new you. Colossians 3:9 says "you have put off the old self with its practices and have
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator." New life in Christ
is all about the power of the Holy Spirit. Verse 12 says, "Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and paitience, bearing with one another and, if one
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other, as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony."
Does this describe you? Do you wish it did? It's the fruit of the Spirit. You can counterfeit some of this in
the flesh, but you will always fail, apart from the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:22 says, "walk by the Spirit and
you will not gratify the desires of the flesh" but instead you will bear His fruit, in obedience to His power.
Colossians 3:15 says, "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body." This means you and all others in union with Christ. The koinonia of the whole church family. "And
be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God." That's
the new you in Christ. If you can't even do this in church on Sundays, what's the rest of your week like?
Your life is warfare. Your enemy is your own flesh. Your resources are God's truth and His power. Your
strategies are trust and obey. That's how you are transformed. "And whatever you do, in word and deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him." Its a powerful
principle for practical Christian living. Perceive your real identity in union with Christ. Put off the old things
of the flesh. Put on the new things of the spirit. In obedience to God, all by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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WAR WITH THE FLESH
Have you already forgotten about your new year resolutions? Some 80% of such good intentions fail by
February. Bad habits prevail. That's why we focus on intentional healthy Christian growth. Three enemies
wage war against your soul - the world, the flesh, and the devil. Of these, "the flesh" poses the most
immediate constant threat. It's always with you, as the number one enemy of your soul.
1- A NEW PERCEPTION OF THE REAL YOU. Many people think of themselves as a body with a soul.
But you are actually a soul with a body. Your soul lives on after the death of your body. And if you are a
believer in Christ, having received Him as Savior and Lord, then your true identity is "in Christ."
Theologians say "union with Christ" is the big idea of the New Testament. Some 160 times it refers to
believers as "in Christ" and "Christ in you." It's a theme of the book of Colossians. Believers are said to be
in Christ, and Christ in them. They have received Christ, and have been raised up with Him, and like Him
are alive to God and dead to sin. Colossians 3:1 sums it up: "If you have been raised with Christ, seek the
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory."
It's the astounding truth of new creations in Christ, by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. Your real
life IS Christ. Not conceptually but really. Galatians 2:20 says "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live but Christ who lives within me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God." This perspective helps you perceive the real new spiritual you - living in your old body of flesh.
And that's what seems like the quandary of the Christian life. You live in a fleshly body in the world on the
earth, and yet you have a new spirit and new spiritual life in Christ. That's the great truth behind your real
identity, who you really are. Your spirit, created in the image of God, is the eternal part. Your flesh is all
that's earthly and temporal. Not just flesh, blood and bones, but a human vessel for propensities of sin.
The flesh is what's passed on to every human being by our ancestor Adam. Romans 5:12 says, "sin came
into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned." Romans 7:5 explains, "our sinful passions are at work in our flesh to bear the fruit of death, the
wages of sin." But being in Christ changes all that. As Romans 8:9 says, speaking of believers, "you are
not in the flesh but in the Spirit." That is, the real you is now spiritually alive, indwelt by the Holy Spirit,
living in your old body of flesh - which no longer defines you but merely contains you.
2- A NEW PERSPECTIVE ON YOUR DAILY LIFE. This new perception of the real you "in union with
Christ" changes how you live your daily life. It's your key to overcoming sin. The real you is no longer
enslaved to sin, but is set free to new life. Romans 6:6 says, "our old self was crucified with Christ, in
order that the body of sin would no longer be enslaved to sin." This is echoed in Colossians 1:22, "Christ
has now reconciled in His body of flesh by His death, in order to present you holy and blameless before
Him." This connects to Colossians 2:11 "putting off the body of the flesh" and "raised with Him through
faith" and echoed in Colossians 3 above. If you are in Christ, the real you is alive with resurrection life.
These Scriptures also make it clear why Christ came in a human body. Gnostic heretics say the flesh is
evil. But the Bible says Christ came in the flesh in order to redeem you in the flesh. To restore you to the
spiritual life lost by Adam's sin. The washing of regeneration by the Holy Spirit reconciles sinful people in
the flesh, renewing and restoring you to God in Christ, by grace through faith. One day you will inherit a
resurrected glorified body - the flesh made new and perfect with a sanctified spirit to live with Him in the
new heavens and new earth forever. And in union with Christ, that future is guaranteed.
And your real life, now, is raised up with Christ. The Bible puts life in practical terms - put off the old man
and put on the new, by the Holy Spirit. We'll look at this powerful truth in more depth next time.
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WAR WITH THE FLESH
Have you already forgotten about your "new year resolutions"? Statistics say 80% of such good intentions
fail by February. That's why we're focusing on intentional healthy Christian growth. And looking at three
great enemies waging war against your soul: the world, the flesh, and the devil. Of these, "the flesh"
poses the most immediate constant threat. It's always with you as the number one enemy of your soul.
You experience continual warfare of the flesh versus the spirit - even if you aren't aware of the battle.
1- Perceiving the REAL you - in union with Christ. Many people think of themselves as a body with a
soul. But you are actually a soul with a body. Your soul lives on after the death of your body. And if you
are a believer in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, your true identity is "in Christ." The real you is in Christ.
Theologians say that's the big idea of the New Testament. Some 160 times it talks about believers as "in
Christ" and "Christ in you." That's a theme of the letter to the Colossians. Believers are said to be in Christ,
and Christ in them. They have received Christ, and have been raised up with Him through faith in Him,
and like Him are alive to God and dead to sin. Colossians 3:1 sums it up: "If you have been raised with
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory."
It's the astounding truth of new creations in Christ by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. Your real
life IS Christ. Not conceptually but really. Galatians 2:20 says "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live but Christ who lives within me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God." This perspective helps you perceive the real new spiritual you - living in your old body of flesh.
And that's what seems like the quandary of the Christian life. We live in a fleshly body in the world on the
earth, and yet we have a new spirit and new spiritual life in Christ. That's the great truth behind your real
identity, who you really are. Your spirit is created in the image of God and is the eternal part. Your flesh is
all that is earthly and temporal. Not just flesh, blood and bones, but your vessel for propensities of sin.
The flesh is what's passed on to every human being by our ancestor Adam. Romans 5:12 explains, "sin
came into the world through one man, and death trhough sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned." Romans 7:5 says "our sinful passions are at work in our flesh to bear the fruit of death, the
wages of sin." But being in Christ changes all that, as Romans 8:9 says, speaking of believers, "you are
not in the flesh but in the Spirit."
This new perspective CHANGES how you live your daily life. It's your key to overcoming sin.
The real you is a new creation, as Romans 6:6 says, "our old self was crucified with Christ, in order that
the body of sin would no longer be enslaved to sin." This is echoed in Colossians 1:22, "Christ has not
reconciled in His body of flesh by His death, in order to present you holy and blameless before Him." This
connects to Colossians 2:11 "putting off the body of the flesh" and "raised with Him through faith" and
echoed in Colossians 3. If you are in Christ, the real you is alive with resurrection life.
All these Scriptures make it clear that Christ came in a human body, in the flesh, in order to redeem us in
the flesh. To restore us to the spiritual life lost by Adam's sin.

many ppl think a human being is a body w.a spirit, but reality is U are a spirit w.a body
this th daily warfare in Ur life =&why we need God's truth & powr as weapons

did U catch that - Christ came in th flesh, a human body, in order to redeem us in th flesh...to restore to us
the spiritual life lost by Adam's sin... we are not Gnostics, sayng th flesh is evil... washng of regeneratn by
HS reconciles~renews~restores us to God in Christ, by grace thru faith... we will inherit resurrectd perfect
glorifd bodies= flesh+spirit!

so in union w.Christ your real life is also raised up w.Him...NOW !!
U were once dead IN sins now U are dead TO sins & crucified w.Him & raised up w.Him =in union
w.Him= Christ in U and U in Christ...
therefor, Col3:2 sez set Ur minds on thngs that are above, not on thngs that are on earth =Perceive th
REAL U relates to heavn not earth
2- Putting OFF the old man and putting ON the new man. We'll look at this in more depth next time.
You experience continual warfare of the flesh versus the spirit - even if you aren't aware of the battle.
- discarding the old things of the flesh.

th Bible has lots to say abt it ...& we're midst of series on "intentional healthy Christian growth
=being transformed to becm more like Christ
...overcoming enemies of believer- world, flesh, devil...
- discarding the old things of the flesh.
many ppl think a human being is a body w.a spirit, but reality is U are a spirit w.a body
this th daily warfare in Ur life =&why we need God's truth & powr as weapons
handout#2- Putting OFF the old... =the old things of the flesh=
col 3v3 the old U has died & Ur life is hidden w.Christ in God... so
v5 Put to death therfore what is earthly in U: sexual immralty, impurty passion, evil desire, & covetousnss,
whch is idolatry. now U refuse to compromise w.sin= put it to death, bcz sin earns wages of death v6On
accnt of thes th wrath of God is comng, In these U too once walkd whn U were livng in thm. but now in
Christ Ur real life is not earthly,fleshly
but those things are real to us, real temptations & sins that we fall into:
& those things merit the wrath of God-its coming on acct of ths thngs!
sexual immorality,impurity,passion,evil.desire,covetousness,idolatry. =just a click away, a glance away, a
thought away & off U go w.them
Do U see ths thngs in Ur life? Do U look for them? survey hlps diagns
but since we have been crucified w.Christ & now dead to sin we are to put to death those things of th
flesh..they should no longer define your walk & manner of life =in Christ & v8 but now U must put them all
away: anger,wrath,malice,slander,&obscene talk frm Ur mouth, do not lie to one anthr, seeng tht U have
put off th old self w.its practices
illustration: think of little child growing up...DaveM told story yestrdy his 19-mo old grandnephew asks
what does cow say? sheep? mom? no no-no!...God's Word says no-no-no to U but when Ur in the flesh U
say no-no-no to God & sin as U please...but when Ur in Christ the diff is U have indwelln pwr of HS to say
YES to God to trust&obey Him
th REAL you relates to th spirit not th flesh, that is, not th old flesh. We live in a body of flesh but in union
w.Christ by power of HS we are no longer enslaved to th sinful desires of th flesh...SF= we are not free
frm their presence & influence but we are free frm their power!!
kinda like cleaning up after holidays... throwing away... putting away...
old quote since we still have combustible materials abt us we must put
out th fire= SFsez Christian,U cannot grow in grace if U are regularly fueling the fires of your sinful desires
= get rid of those things from Ur life... put off~away~to death~th old thngs of th flesh= "it's not U"
handout # 3- Putting ON the new... =the new things of the Spirit=
v9 seeng tht U have put off th old self w.its practices & have put on th new self, whch is being renewd in
knwldge after th image of its creator
rmbr operative principle of Chr.life= th Sp of God works th Wof God so th ppl of God bcm like th Son of
God...it's all about th HS's power
v12 put on thn, as God's chosn ones, holy & belovd,compassn, kindnss humility,meeknss,&
patience,bearng w.one anthr &if one hs a complnt agnst anthr, forgivng each othr, as th Lord has forgivn
U,so U also must forgive. &above all these put on love, whch binds evrythng togthr in perfect harmony
=does this describe U? do U wish it did?
=U cant do any of this in Ur flesh, no matter how hard U try =fail
= & this list is describng th fruit of th Holy Spirit, Gal5:22 walk by th Sp & U will not gratify th desires of th

flesh= U will bear fruit of Sp
= result of being in union w.Christ & living in obedience by His power
v15 & let th peace of Christ rule in Ur hearts, to wch indeed U were calld in one body =union w.Christ
means U & all others in union = koinonia= importance of church family, together in union w.Christ
& be thankful. Let th word of Christ dwell in U richly, teachng & admonishng one anthr in all wisdom,
singng psalms&hymns & sp. songs w.thankfulnss in Ur hearts to God. = thats the new U in Christ!
& if U can't do this in chrch Sundys, whats rest of Ur week like??
Ur in warfare..1-know Ur enemy, Ur own flesh..2-know Ur resourcs, truth & power, God's Word & HS..3know Ur stratgy, trust & obey
v15 & whtevr U do, in word & deed, do evrythng in th name of th LordJesus, givng thnks to GthFathr thru
Him...
in name of LJC, perceive Ur new identity, real U in union w.Christ,
put off the old things of the flesh...put on the new things of the Spirit
=be obedient to Gods Word by powr of HS & live out new life in Sp
SFsez growng flowrs in Ur gardn requires deliberate action & constant care. By contrast, weeds grow
naturly & need to be removd methdicly. In th life of the Sp U must also engage in constant weeding if U
are to bear the fruit of growth in Christ - by the Spirit's power - AMEN
COULD ADD paragraph about colossians 2:23 - manmade regulations vs indulgences of the flesh
RESPONSE ~ OFFERING ... thanks, coffee, ReligsFreedmSunday
BNDCTN~JUDE24 Now to Him who is able to keep U frm stmblng & to present U blameless before th
presence of His glory w. great joy, to th only God, our Savior, thru JC our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominon & authority, before all time & now & forever, Amen!
In the name of the F-S-HS - go in His peace & His power -AMEN !

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.02.23
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
- Rev. Grant Mangold www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
WARFARE WITH THE WORLD
The Bible likens people to sheep. We so easily go astray. We often seem oblivious to dangers around us.
It seems an unlikely metaphor, but we sheep are players in a dramatic spiritual warfare. As theologian RC
Sproul says, "the great triad of enemies for Christian growth contains the world, the flesh, and the devil."
1- Know your ENEMY. We saw last time how the "world" means anti-God transient earthly ideas that are
counterfeit, compared to what God says is true and eternal. Lusts, pride, power and possessions take
great pleasure in the measure of their treasure. Your eyes covet what you desire. Your heart craves
things of the flesh. Your pride collects possessions. But God provides more than principles of warfare.
2- Know your RESOURCES. Colossians 2:8 warns believers, "see to it that no one takes you captive by
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world,
and not according to Christ." Sheep in the pasture think the world is their playground. But for believers it's
really an arena of warfare, where spiritual battles rage in your mind. 2 Corinthians 10:3 explains, "though
we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are
not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty
opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ."
Your resources are truth and power. The world raises up lies against the knowledge of God. You
counter with the truth of God's written Word. When the world comes at you with false values of pleasure,
power and possessions, you are ready with spiritual weapons to destroy mere worldly arguments and
lofty opinions. How? Put God's truth in your mind and heart, and live it out by the Holy Spirit's power.
Some are disappointed that our weapons aren't physical tools to take on the zombies of darkness. But we
need God's weapons with divine power, shining His light to dispel the darkness and destroy demonic
strongholds of deceit. When we sheep follow the Good Shepherd, instead of being taken captive by the
way the world thinks, we turn it around. We take what the world says and make it captive to Christ.
You do this with the spiritual power of the Holy Spirit, who indwells every believer. He regenerates you
to faith in Christ, enables you to understand God's Word, and empowers you to live it out. And weapons
of truth and power can be with you all the time. You don't need a concealed carry permit. Just read God's
Word every day. Get it in your mind. Meditate on it. Memorize it. Carry it with you always. Live it.
3- Know your STRATEGIES. Use your resources against the enemy, by trusting and obeying. You won't
win wars by simply knowing - you must be doing. Believe what God says is true, then obey Him and put it
into action. The world says "get riches" but in Matthew 6:19 Jesus says "do not lay up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal, but lay up treasures in
heaven... for where your treasure is there your heart will be also." Your heart follows your treasures.
Don't be deceived by earthly values. In Matthew 13:22 Jesus says, don't let the world choke out the
gospel. Don't let the cares of the world and deceitfulness of riches overcome God's Word. Root out the
rocks and weeds and thorns and pests, by His power within you. You have spiritual truth and power. Use
them! Believe what God says and act on it, living it out in your life. Trust and obey!
Know your Shepherd. Your Savior has won the war against sin. He gives you the victory as you trust
Him and obey Him. Whatever you're battling in your life just now - sin, self, sorrow, selfishness - Jesus
has already conquered. You can wage the warfare in your heart and mind and will as you trust and obey.
The great Puritan preacher Thomas Brooks said, "there are only war veterans in heaven, who have
fought the good fight for the kingdom of God." The world crucified Jesus. But He gave His life and
rose again. Trust in Him and as Galatians 2:20 says, you are "crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who
live, but Christ who lives in me." The Lord reigns! In Him you're no longer a victim - but a victor.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.02.23
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WARFARE WITH THE WORLD
The Bible likens people to sheep. We so easily go astray, and often seem oblivious to the dangers around
us. But sheep seem an unlikely metaphor about players in a dramatic spiritual warfare. And as theologian
RC Sproul says, "the great triad of enemies for Christian growth contains the world, the flesh, and the
devil." And three great principles of warfare involve enemies, resources, and strategies.
1- Know your ENEMY. We saw last time how the anti-God "world" means transient earthly ideas that are
counterfiet compared to what God says is true eternal value.

2- Know your RESOURCES. Colossians 2:8 warns believers, "see to it that no one takes you captive by
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world,
and not according to Christ." Sheep in the pasture think the world is their playground. But its really an
arena of warfare, where spiritual battles rage in your mind. 2 Corinthians 10:3 explains, "for though we
walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of
the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ."
Your weapons are truth and power. Put God's truth in your mind and heart, and live it out by the Holy
Spirit's power.When the world comes at you with false values of pleasure and power and possessions,
only spiritual weapons can destroy these worldly arguments and lofty opinions. The world raises up lies
against the knowledge of God. You counter with the truth of God's written Word.
Some of you are disappointed that our weapons aren't physical tools to take on the zombies of darkness.
But our weapons have divine power, bringing God's light to dispel the darkness and destroy demonic
strongholds of deceit. When we sheep follow the Good Shepherd, instead of being taken captive by the
way the world thinks, we turn it around. We take what the world says and make it captive to Christ.
You do this with the spiritual power of the Holy Spirit, who indwells every believer. He regenerates you to
faith in Christ, enables you to understand God's Word, and empowers you to live it out. The weapons of
truth and power can be with you all the time. You don't need a concealed carry permit. Just read God's
Word every day. Get it in your mind. Meditate on it. Memorize it. Carry it with you always.
3- Know your STRATEGIES. You use your resources against the enemy by trusting and obeying. You
won't win wars by simply knowing - you must be doing. Believe what God says is true, then obey Him and
put it into action. The world says "get riches" but Jesus your Shepherd says "do not lay up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal, but lay up treasures in
heaven... for where your treasure is there your heart will be also." Your heart follows your treasures.
Don't be deceived by earthly values. You have spiritual truth and power. Use them! Trust and obey. Don't
let the world choke out the gospel. Don't let the cares of the world and deceitfulness of riches overcome
God's Word. Rather, trust and obey. Believe what God says and put it into action in your life.
"SF sez if th world is not rootd out frm our hearts, it will devour them. There must be weedng, if th good
seed of grace is to grow & bear fruit. Bt wht wd-killr cn we use agnst th spirit of th wrld? potent 3-fld frmla
"1-recognize love of world is enemy of love of th Father. U cannot have both. U must choose one only.
Make th right choice.
"2-reflect tht th world is transient & ephemeral, not a solid investment.
Devote Urself instead to pursuing 'treasure in heaven' - not on earth
"3-remember it ws th wrld tht crucified Christ...-&- it took th sacrifice of th cross to deliver U frm th wrld Gal 6:14 by the cross of LJC th world has been crucified to me, & I to the world...Gal 2:20 I have been
crucified w.Christ. It is no longer I who live, bt Christ who lives in me.
"SF sez Rivet these perspectives in Ur mind; let the Spirit write them indelibly on Ur heart, & U will find
tht th world is powerless ultmatly to hinder Ur growth in grace"... !! ...bcz Jesus conquers sin...

Know Ur enemy=world; know Ur resources=truth&power, know Ur strategies=trust&obey=add #4 know Ur
shepherd, Ur Savior, th LJC...
HE has won th war... th battle, th warfare Ur battling just now, agnst sin & self & sorrow & selfishnss =
Jesus has WON...so now by His truth & power U wage warfare in Ur heart&life...as U trust & obey.
Puritan ThBrooks =there are only war veterans in heavn -who have fought th good fight for th kingdm of
God Are U war veteran? victim victor ? weapons =truth&power...trust&obey...fight good fight by HS
that's the thing about "love" when its all about you instead of all about Christ, the only worthy object of
enduring love. Don't make the Demas mistake. Don't be deceived. Don't fall in love with this fake present
workd, and miss the eternal reality where the real rewards away all who trust and obey, by the Spirits
power

to know Ur enemy & put Ur resources to work in Ur daily warfare...
1- Know your ENEMY. We saw last time how the "world" means the anti-God earthly philosophy and
culture that exerts itself against what God says is true and real and of value. 1 John 2:15 says worldly
things do not come from God, but are temporary and counterfeit compared to Him. The world deceives.
Lusts, pride, power and possessions take great pleasure in the measure of their treasure. Your eyes
covet what you desire. Your heart craves things of the flesh. Your pride collects possessions.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2017.02.16
– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press
- Rev. Grant Mangold www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
LOVE NOT THE WORLD or THE WORLD IS NOT YOUR FRIEND or WARFARE WITH THE WORLD
Love makes the world go round. So they say. The Bible is pretty clear about love. We know what it is
because God gave His Son to pay for our sins. We are commanded to love God with our whole being.
And we are commanded to love one another in the same way we want to be loved. Putting others first.
But we are also issued a negative command - to not love the world. According to the Bible, it's one of the
believer's big three enemies: world, flesh, devil.The axis of evil involves these three arenas of spiritual
warfare. "World" means the earthly philosophy and culture and all that is antagonistic to the eternal Lord
God, the Creator. These things attack us from the fallen world of sin and rebellion against Him.
The great Chinese general Sun Tzu wrote a classic book "The Art of War" about 500 years before Christ.
It's still studied in military academies and corporate boardrooms around the world. He said, "The supreme
art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting. Know your enemy and know yourself and you can fight
a hundred battles without disaster." The Bible presents a similar approach for spiritual warfare.
1 John 2:15 says "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes
and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world And the world is passing away along with its
desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever." Let's explore three aspects of this warfare.
1- PLEASURE. The desires or lusts of the flesh is "pleasure." It's the way the world qualifies value. It's all
that the world tells you to CRAVE. It's what the world says is worth doing to satisfy your desires. Putting
yourself first. Getting your way. Letting nothing stand in your way. In contrast, the Bible says the love God
has for His people leads us to love Him, not the world. Our greatest pleasure comes from knowing Him.
2- MEASURE. The desires of the eyes is "measure." It's the way the world quantifies value. It's all that the
world teaches you to see and COVET, desiring what you don't have. It's what the world says to go after to
achieve and outdo everyone else. You haven't made it until you have checked everything on it's list.
One of the saddest verses in the New Testament is 2 Timothy 4:10 where the apostle Paul writes,
"Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me." A formerly faithful friend was seduced by the
world. Could that happen to you? In contrast, the Bible says what God gives believers far surpasses
anything you could imagine. He is all we need. Everything about this world is transient and passing away.
3- TREASURE. The pride of life is "treasure." It's the way the world quarries and tallies the value of
possessions. It's all that the world trains you to collect and keep. It's what the world says is worth
accumulating and flaunting to others.

Jesus warned in Matthew 13:22, "the seed sown among thorns are those who hear the Word, but the
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the Word, and it proves unfruitful." It's a warning
to your life. It's not about riches, it's about the fruit. Not the material stuff, but about the enteral stuff. Your
character, becoming more like Christ. That's what endures to eternity. That's what goes to heaven.
Lusts and desires and pride take great pleasure in the measure of their treasure. Pleasure and power and
possessions and pride are twisted by sin in this fallen world - which is distorted from the original good
creation of the Creator. It slants you to worship the created things rather than the Creator (Romans 1).
And that's why God says if anyone loves the world then the love of the Father is not in him.
Convicting? Yes. But when God convicts He leads you to repentance and restoration. He gives you His
resources for this warfare, namely truth and power. Believe the truth of His Word instead of the lies of the
world. Then act on His truth in the power of the Holy Spirit. Your strategy is trust and obey. That's living
by faith according to God's will.
True pleasure is Christ - who is true treasure - and that's the true measure of your life.
Next time we'll explore the resources and strategies God gives us to wage warfare against the world.

when your eyes are on desires
when your heart is on the flesh
when your pride is in possessions
1) know your enemy, 2) know your resources, 3) know your strategies
thts sounds like outline for concealed carry course - like one Riverside hosted couple years ago...
principles are very similar=bcz =warfare
#1-know your enemy - maybe you've read classic book th Art of War by SunTzu, great Chinese
general abt 500 yrs before Christ...A book still studied at military academies arnd th world..."The
supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy w/out fighting .. Know your enemy & know yourself
and you can fight a hundred battles without disaster."
old Bible teachrs describe passage in another easy-to-remember triad
th desires of th flesh= pleasure...th way th world qualifies value...
wht U CRAVE & wht wrld sez worth doing to satisfy Ur desires
th desires of th eyes= measure...th way th world quantifies value
wht U.see COVET & wrld sez go aftr to acheve~outdo evryone els
th pride of life= treasure...way wrld quarries-tallies value of possessns
wht U collect-KEEP & wrld sez worth accumlatng & flauntng to othrs
desires & pride = take great pleasure in th measure of their treasure=
pleasure & power & possessions & pride = are twisted by sin in this fallen world -distorted from
th orignal good creation of th Creator...
so tht we worship 'created thngs' rather thn th Creator (Rom1) & tht's why God sez v15 if anyne
lovs th wrld th lov of th Father is not in him
The world, along with the flesh and the devil are described in the BIble as the big three enemies of the
believer. The arena of spiritual warfare battles Let's explore three aspects of our warfare against the world.
Let's look at three aspects
THE WORLD - God gives you weapons for your warfare with the world. It starts with knowing your enemy.
"Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is
not from the Father but is from the world And the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever." So says 1 John 2:15-17.
The "world" here is the earthly philosophy and culture that is antagonistic to the eternal Lord God, the
Creator. These are things coming from the fallen world of sin and rebellion. The love God has for His
people leads us to love Him, not the world.
The desires of the flesh is "pleasure" - the way the world qualifies value... what you crave, and what the
world says is worth doing to satisfy your desires.
- 1 John 2:15-17 www.esv.org/1+John+2/ - today's devotional from www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
PLEASURE
MEASURE
TREASURE
LOVE NOT THE WORLD or THE WORLD IS NOT YOUR FRIEND or WARFARE WITH THE WORLD

 CALL.TO.WORSHP HearThWordofthLORD - 1jn2 whoevr keeps His word, in him truly th
love of God is perfctd. Do not love th wrld or th thngs in th wrld. If anyone loves th wrld, th love
of th Father is not in him. For all tht is in th wrld -th desires of th flesh & th desires of th eyes &

pride of life - is not frm th Father but is frm th wrld, & th wrld is passng away alng w.its desires,
bt whoevr does th will of God abides forevr. May God blss th hearng & our heedng of His holy
Word.Amen!
mebbe U heard abt little boy in SSclass who had trouble memorizing Ps 23...only 1st line... when
his turn came to recite in front of th chrch he grabbd th mic & said w.great gusto "th Lord is my
shepherd & tht's all I need to know"...on one hand that's so true... on the other hand...
look at pic on bulletin...adorable lambs..thn sproul quote: th great triad of enemies for Chr.
growth contains th world, th flesh & th devil...
=realize just how much WE are like sheep... who go astray so easily, so oblivious to dangers
around us... =sheep= unlikely candidates but Bible says we actually are players in a dramatic
spiritual warfare...
...today let's look at three things we need to know, =frm resource "Healthy Christian Growth" by
Sinclair Ferguson...three principles=
1) know your enemy, 2) know your resources, 3) know your strategies
thts sounds like outline for concealed carry course - like one Riverside hosted couple years ago...
principles are very similar=bcz =warfare
#1-know your enemy - maybe you've read classic book th Art of War by SunTzu, great Chinese
general abt 500 yrs before Christ...A book still studied at military academies arnd th world..."The
supreme art
of war is to subdue the enemy w/out fighting .. Know your enemy & know yourself and you can
fight a hundred battles without disaster."
do U know your enemy? three= world,flesh,devil...1 today=th world
turn w.me in Ur Bibles to passage used for our call to worship..1jn2:15 ... p.1302 in pew
Bible...welcome to use any Bible U choose bt we're gratefl for blessng of new pew
Bibles...acclaimed ESV =same version use for messages =so easy to follow along =& LARGE
PRINT=!
Do not love th world or th things in th world. If anyone loves th world, the love of th Father
is not in him.For all that is in th world—
th desires of th flesh &th desires of th eyes & pride of life—is not
frm th Father but is frm th world.&.th.world is passng away along w.its desires, but whoeve
r does th will of God..abides forever.
th WORLD is your enemy... Jn3:16 says God so loved th world but 1jn2 sez love not th
world...same Grk word cosmos & same Grk word agape love... what gives?.. English also uses
same words in diff ways.
=context alwys defines words= & jn clearly explains what he means.
v16 For all tht is in th world...th desires of th flesh &th desires of
th eyes & pride of life—is not frm th Father but is frm th world = world =philosophy &
culture & values antagonistic to th Lord God.
wrldly values...thngs not frm God bt frm fallen world of sin...rebelln
insted =th love God has for His ppl leads us to love HIM, not th world
old Bible teachrs describe passage in another easy-to-remember triad
th desires of th flesh= pleasure...th way th world qualifies value...
wht U CRAVE & wht wrld sez worth doing to satisfy Ur desires
th desires of th eyes= measure...th way th world quantifies value
wht U.see COVET & wrld sez go aftr to acheve~outdo evryone els
th pride of life= treasure...way wrld quarries-tallies value of possessns
wht U collect-KEEP & wrld sez worth accumlatng & flauntng to othrs

desires & pride = take great pleasure in th measure of their treasure=
pleasure & power & possessions & pride = are twisted by sin in this fallen world -distorted from
th orignal good creation of th Creator...
so tht we worship 'created thngs' rather thn th Creator (Rom1) & tht's why God sez v15 if anyne
lovs th wrld th lov of th Father is not in him
could this happen to U? -one of saddest verses in NT is 2 Tim 4:10- paul writes "Demas, in love
w.this present world, has deserted me"...
Jesus warned Matt13:22 - th seed sown among thorns are those who hear th Word but th cares of
th world & th deceitfulness of riches choke th Word = & it proves unfruitful...
warning to Ur life = its not abt th riches, it's abt th fruit... not abt th material stuff...it's abt eternal
stuff, your character, becomng more like Christ - that's what endures to eternity, that's what goes
to heaven...
tru pleasure is Christ=th tru treasure -& thats tru measure of Ur life
#1-know your enemies... #2-know your resources = truth & power...
Ur enemy th world...is an idol factory... don't be distractd & deceived
Col2:8..p1252..See to it tht no one takes U captive by philosophy & empty deceit, accrdng.to
.human tradition, accrdng to th elemental spirits of th world, & not accrdng to Christ.
...those lambs on cover in pasture thnk th world is their playground...
but its arena of warfare ... & you can be taken captive w.o even
knowing - if you love th World instead of your Shepherd...
2cor10:3 p1231.. for tho we walk in th flesh we are not waging war accrdng to th flesh. For th
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We
destroy arguments & every lofty opinion raised against th knowledge of God, & take every
thought captive to obey Christ...wow! sheep can do this?
insted of being taken captive by th way th world thinks, turn it around.. & make wht th world
says be captive to Christ... U live in th world & its your arena of warfare...but your weapons
arent worldly... now I kno
some of U are disappointd abt that... U want to take on zombies w.Ur ar-15 & Ur .45.. but God
has equipped U w.better weapons than that... weapons w. divine power to destroy demonic
strongholds of deceit...
how do U fight th world? whn it comes at U w.false values of pleasure & powr & possessns ??
those =spiritual attacks & U need sp.weapons= to destroy arguments & lofty opinions..=worldly
wisdom values=lies raised up against the knowledge of God = the TRUTH abt & frm God &
where do U get that ?? right HERE in th written-down Word of God
your resources, your weapons, are truth & power... th Word of God & th Spirit of God... & these
can be w.U =ALL TH TIME= don't need a concealed carry permit fr ths weapons... =read God's
Word evry DAY sched...get it in your mind...meditate on it...memorize it... carry it w.U
in Ur mind-&-heart-&-will...then live it out=by th power of th HS who indwells every
believr... its HS regenerates U to faith in Christ & HS enables U to understnd God's word= &
empowers U to live it out..
to know Ur enemy & put Ur resources to work in Ur daily warfare...
? HOW?=# 3-know your strategies = trust & obey... by the HS pwr
th world is your enemy & th world sez get more, get rich, get riches
Jesus is Ur shepherd & J.sez lay up Ur treasures in heaven Mt 6:19
p1031 do not lay up for Urselves treasures on earth, where moth & rust destroy & where thieves
break in & steal, but lay up treasures in heaven...for where Ur treasure is there Ur heart will be
also...

don't be deceived...U have truth & power...use it...= trust & obey...
belev what God sez in His Word...then live it out, by th Spirits power
don't let th world choke out th gospel...don't let th cares of th world & th deceitfulness of riches
choke th Word... rather trust & obey God's Word...believe what God says & put it into action...
"SF sez if th world is not rootd out frm our hearts, it will devour them. There must be weedng, if
th good seed of grace is to grow & bear fruit.
Bt wht wd-killr cn we use agnst th spirit of th wrld? potent 3-fld frmla
"1-recognize love of world is enemy of love of th Father. U cannot have both. U must choose
one only. Make th right choice.
"2-reflect tht th world is transient & ephemeral, not a solid investment.
Devote Urself instead to pursuing 'treasure in heaven' - not on earth
"3-remember it ws th wrld tht crucified Christ...-&- it took th sacrifice of th cross to deliver U
frm th wrld - Gal 6:14 by the cross of LJC th world has been crucified to me, & I to the
world...Gal 2:20 I have been crucified w.Christ. It is no longer I who live, bt Christ who lives in
me.
"SF sez Rivet these perspectives in Ur mind; let the Spirit write them indelibly on Ur heart, &
U will find tht th world is powerless ultmatly to hinder Ur growth in grace"... !! ...bcz Jesus
conquers sin...
Know Ur enemy=world; know Ur resources=truth&power, know Ur strategies=trust&obey=add
#4 know Ur shepherd, Ur Savior, th LJC...
HE has won th war... th battle, th warfare Ur battling just now, agnst sin & self & sorrow &
selfishnss = Jesus has WON...so now by His truth & power U wage warfare in Ur heart&life...as
U trust & obey.
Puritan ThBrooks =there are only war veterans in heavn -who have fought th good fight for th
kingdm of God Are U war veteran? victim victor ? weapons =truth&power...trust&obey...fight
good fight by HS
 RESPONSE ~ OFFERING ... thanks, coffee, Homebuilders
 BNDCTN~JUDE24 Now to Him who is able to keep U frm stmblng & to present U blameless
before th presence of His glory w. great joy, to th only God, our Savior, thru JC our Lord, be
glory, majesty, dominon & authority, before all time & now & forever, Amen!
In the name of the F-S-HS - go in His peace & His power -AMEN !
**WARFARE - THE WORLD
01-08 - 1 John 2:15-17 - do not love the world
01-09 - Col 2:6-10 - taken captive by philosophy
01-10 - 2 Cor 10:3-5 - every thought captive
01-11 - 2 Tim 4:1-10 - in love with this world
01-12 - Matt 13:18-23 - the cares of the world
01-13 - Matt 6:19-24 - not treasures on earth
01-14 - Gal 6:14-18 - I am crucified to the world

THE WORLD - God gives you weapons for your warfare with the world. It starts with knowing
your enemy. "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world And the world
is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever." So says
1 John 2:15-17.
The "world" here is the earthly philosophy and culture that is antagonistic to the eternal Lord
God, the Creator. These are things coming from the fallen world of sin and rebellion. The love
God has for His people leads us to love Him, not the world.

The desires of the flesh is "pleasure" - the way the world qualifies value... what you crave, and
what the world says is worth doing to satisfy your desires.
The desires of the eyes is "measure" - the way the world quantifies value... what you see & covet,
and what the world says to go after to achieve and to outdo everyone else.
The pride of life is "treasure" - the way the world quarries and tallies the value of possessions...
what you collect & keep, and what the world says is worth accumulating and flaunting to others.
Desires and pride take great pleasure in the measure of their treasure. Pleasure and power and
possessions and pride are twisted by sin in this fallen world which is distorted from the original
good creation of the Creator...so that we worship the created things rather than the Creator
(Rom1). And that's why God says if anyone loves the world then the love of the Father is not in
him.
Convicting? God gives us resources for this warfare, namely truth and power. Believe the truth
of His Word instead of the lies of the world. Then act on His truth in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Your strategy is trust and obey. That's living by faith according to God's will. True pleasure is
Christ - who is true treasure - and that's the true measure of
your life. - 1 John 2:15-17 www.esv.org/1+John+2/ - today's devotional from
www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
when your eyes are on desires
when your heart is on the flesh
when your pride is in possessions
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LOVE NOT THE WORLD
Love makes the world go round. So they say. But the Bible is clear about love. God says you know what
love is because He gave His Son to pay for your sins. You are commanded to love God with your whole
being. And love one another the same way Jesus loves, putting others first.
But you are also issued a negative command: "do not love the world." According to the Bible, it's one of
the believer's big three enemies: world, flesh, devil.The axis of evil involves these three arenas of spiritual
warfare. "World" means the earthly philosophy and culture and all that's antagonistic to the eternal Lord
God, the Creator. These things attack you from the fallen world of sin and rebellion against Him.
The great Chinese general Sun Tzu wrote a classic book "The Art of War" about 500 years before Christ.
It's still studied in military academies and corporate boardrooms around the world. He said, "The supreme
art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting. Know your enemy and know yourself and you can fight
a hundred battles without disaster." The Bible presents a similar approach for spiritual warfare.
1 John 2:15 says "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes
and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its
desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever." Let's look deeper at this warfare.
1- PLEASURE. The desires or lusts of the flesh is "pleasure." It's the way the world qualifies value. It's all
that the world tells you to CRAVE. It's what the world says is worth doing to satisfy your desires. Putting
yourself first. Letting nothing stop your satisfaction. One of the saddest verses is 2 Timothy 4:10 where
Paul writes, "Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me." A formerly faithful friend was
seduced by the world. Could this happen to you? In contrast, the Bible says the love God has for His
people leads us to love Him, not the world. Our greatest pleasure comes from knowing Him.
2- MEASURE. The desires of the eyes is "measure." It's the way the world quantifies value. It's all that the
world teaches you to see and COVET, desiring what you don't have. It's what the world says to go after to
gain and outdo everyone else. You haven't made it until you've checked everything on its list. In contrast,
the Bible says everything about this world is transient and passing away. What God gives believers far
surpasses anything you could imagine. He is all we need. Nothing else measures up, or comes close.
3- TREASURE. The pride of life is "treasure." It's the way the world quarries and tallies the value of
possessions. It's what the world trains you to collect and keep. What the world says is worth accumulating
and flaunting to others. Jesus warned in Matthew 13:22, "the seed sown among thorns are those who
hear the Word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the Word, and it proves
unfruitful." It's a warning. Your life is not about riches, it's about fruit. Not material stuff, but eternal. Your
character, becoming more like Christ. That's what endures to eternity. That's what goes to heaven.
Lusts and desires and pride take great pleasure in the measure of their treasure. Pleasure and power and
possessions and pride are twisted by sin in this fallen world - which is distorted from the original good
creation of the Creator. Then your eyes are on desires, your heart is on the flesh, and your pride is in
possessions.The world slants you to worship the created things rather than the Creator (Romans 1).
That's why God says "if anyone loves the world then the love of the Father is not in him." True pleasure is
Christ - who is true treasure - and He is the true measure of your life. Convicting? Yes. But when God
convicts He also leads to repentance and restoration. He gives you His resources and strategies.
His resources are truth and power. Believe the truth of God's Word instead of the lies of the world. Then
act on His truth, by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Your strategy is trust and obey. That's living by
faith according to God's will. Next time, we'll dig deeper into this warfare with the world.
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LOVE NOT THE WORLD
Love makes the world go round. So they say. But you're deceived if you make love all about yourself. Fall
in love with this fake present world, and you'll miss eternal reality where real rewards await all who make
love all about Jesus Christ. He alone is love personified. Put Him first, and all the rest falls in place.
That's because the Bible says we only know what love really is because God gave Jesus to pay for sin.
And you are commanded to love Him, and one another, as He does - but "do not love the world." This
means the earthly philosophy and culture and all that's antagonistic to the eternal Lord God, the Creator.
These things attack you from the fallen world of sin and rebellion against Him.
The great Chinese general Sun Tzu wrote a classic book "The Art of War" about 500 years before Christ.
It's still studied in military academies and corporate boardrooms around the world. He said, "The supreme
art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting. Know your enemy and know yourself and you can fight
a hundred battles without disaster." The Bible presents a similar approach for spiritual warfare against the
world, the flesh, and the devil, the big three enemies of believers. How is the world your enemy?
1 John 2:15 says "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes
and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its
desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever." Let's look deeper at this worldly warfare.
1- PLEASURE. The desires or lusts of the flesh is "pleasure." It's the way the world qualifies value. It's all
that the world tells you to CRAVE. What the world claims is worth doing to satisfy your desires. Putting
yourself first. Let nothing stop your satisfaction. One of the saddest verses is 2 Timothy 4:10 where Paul
writes, "Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me." A formerly faithful friend was seduced
by the world. Could this happen to you? Don't make the Demas mistake. The Bible says God's love for
His people leads us to love HIM, not the world. Our greatest pleasure comes from knowing Him.
2- MEASURE. The desires of the eyes is "measure." It's the way the world quantifies value. It's all that the
world teaches you to see and COVET, desiring what you don't have. It's what the world says to go after to
gain and outdo everyone else. You haven't made it until you've checked everything on its list. In contrast,
the Bible says everything about this world is transient and passing away. What God gives believers far
surpasses anything you could imagine. He is all we need. Nothing else measures up, or comes close.
3- TREASURE. The pride of life is "treasure." It's the way the world quarries and tallies the value of
possessions. It's what the world trains you to collect and keep. What the world says is worth accumulating
and flaunting to others. Jesus warned in Matthew 13:22, "the seed sown among thorns are those who
hear the Word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the Word, and it proves
unfruitful." It's a warning. Your life is not about riches, it's about fruit. Not material stuff, but eternal. Your
character, becoming more like Christ. That's what endures to eternity. That's what goes to heaven.
The craving of the flesh. The coveting of the eyes. The collecting of pride. Lusts, desires and pride take
great pleasure in the measure of their treasure. Pleasure, power, pride and possessions are twisted by
sin in this fallen world - distorted from the Creator's original good creation. When your eyes are on desires,
your heart is on the flesh, and your pride is in possessions, the world slants you to worship temporary
created things rather than the eternal Creator (see Romans 1).
True pleasure is Christ - who is true treasure - and He is the true measure of your life. Convicting? Yes.
But when God convicts He also leads to repentance and restoration. He gives you His resources and
strategies.His resources are truth and power. Believe the truth of God's Word instead of the lies of the
world. Then act on His truth, by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Your strategy is trust and obey.
That's living by faith according to God's will. Next time, we'll dig deeper into warfare with the world.
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JOY IN THE JOURNEY
Got problems? "Some of us learn from the mistakes of others, but the rest of us have to BE the others."
We've looked at 1- God proves your faith through trials, so you grow stronger, and 2- God purifies your
faith through trials, so you shine like gold. Here are two more ways you can grow through trials.
3- God PROPAGATES your faith through trials. Others are blessed through your perseverance. Paul
says in 2 Corinthians 1:9 that trials make us rely not on ourselves, but on God who delivers and raises up.
Verse 3 says, "blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of
all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction." God never abandons, but is always there.
Why? "So that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God." Your experiences multipy faith and help strengthen others. "As we
share abundantly in Christ's sufferings so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. If we are
afflicted it is for your comfort and salvation, and if we are comforted it is for your comfort which you
experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings." Amazing! Could YOU have this attitude?
Suffering for the benefit of others? What you go through may be more for someone else than you.
Joseph was the beloved child of Jacob and Rachel. Sold into slavery by jealous brothers, imprisoned in
Egypt, he was then raised up to rule alongside the king of Egypt. All to not only prove and purify His faith,
but to teach us. And to preserve the lineage of the Messiah through worldwide famine. In Genesis 50:20
Joseph forgives his repentant brothers: "You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring
about that many people should be kept alive, as it is this day." His sovereign hand multiplies blessing.
4- God PERFECTS your faith through trials. Perfect means mature, complete, becoming like Christ.
Scripture makes it clear. Those who trust God should expect suffering. It makes His blessing perfect.
John 15:2 says growth comes with pruning, to produce even more fruit. In John 16:33 Jesus said, "In Me
you will have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take heart, I have overcome the world."
This life in the flesh is temporary and will soon be over. Christ has conquered sin and death. We are free
from the penalty and the power of sin. In heaven we will be free from the presence of sin. But now, we are
in union with Christ. We are crucified with Him in the flesh. Like Him, dead to sin. Alive to God in Him.
Romans 8 explains this essential truth. In verse 16, we are heirs with Christ, "provided we suffer with Him
in order that we may also be glorified with Him. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing to the glory that is going to be revealed to us." You measure your trials and distress.
You give God grief about it. But it can't even compare to what's in store - your coming inheritance.
Verse 28 promises, "for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to His purpose." ALL things, including trials, tribulations. "For those whom He foreknew He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son." His purpose and process: perfected, conformed,
changed, transformed. To be more like Christ. Verse 30 says those whom He predestined He also called,
justified - and glorified. To God, it's a done deal. That's why James 1:2 says "count it all joy when you
encounter all kinds of trials." JOY amidst trials! Because verse 12 says, "blessed is the one who remains
steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life." Remain. Receive.
Happiness depends on circumstances. But joy transcends situation. Get reliance off you and on to Jesus.
His deep abiding presence. 1 Peter 1:8 says "you do not now see Him but you believe in Him and rejoice
with joy that is inexpressible and full of glory, as you are obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation
of your souls." Trust in Jesus as you grow through trials. Be intentional in all of God's good providence.
Even dark providence. God's good process has a good purpose. Turning from sin and self to God to become more like Jesus. God provides His comfort and joy in this journey, as you trust and obey.
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GROWING THROUGH TRIALS
"If everything seems to be coming your way, you're probably in the wrong lane." And "if you stay calm
while all around you is chaos, you probably haven't completely understood the situation." That's funny.
But often our problems in life are not. Health, relationships, financial, the list goes on. Thankfully the Bible
shows us real people going through real life. Persevering in God's providence, and growing through trials.
James 1:2 says, "Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." Let's look at four ways you grow through trials.
1- God PROVES your faith through trials. James says the testing of your faith proves that it's real,
and makes it stronger. Steadfastness means patient endurance. Enduring with patience. Letting God's
plan and purpose work out, while you "learn to prove the reliability of God's grace."
In Mark 4:35 the disciples obey Jesus and sail across the sea of Galilee. But obedience led to danger.
In a great windstorm, breaking waves were filling the boat with water. I s your life like that? Where is
God? Does He know? Does He care? That's what the disciples asked Jesus, asleep in the boat. But
never forget you are a pilgrim on earth, in warfare with the world, the flesh, and the devil. Don't assume
obedience to God will make life easier. He promises strength, not ease. His path to proving your faith
involves many tests to make you stronger, so you can persevere through the next wave of trials.
What did Jesus say after rebuking the wind and waves? "Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?"
Likewise, your life experience proves your spiritual weakness. We tend to rely upon ourselves until
trouble overwhelms us. But as you daily trust in Christ, who is always with you, then you deepen your
dependence upon Him. Your faith grows stronger. You learn to rely upon Jesus in every life situation.
2- God PURIFIES your faith through trials. Peter learned his lesson well. Later in Acts 12 he is able to
fall asleep in prison, even though James had just been arrested and put to death. God miraculously
delivered him. And in 1 Peter 1:6 he writes to encourage believers, "you rejoice though now for a little
while you have been grieved by various trials." They were being distressed by all kinds of pressures.
But difficult circumstances expose God's grace. Peter says it's like the process of purifying gold, so that
genuine proved and purified faith "will result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus is revealed."
That's the purpose - to remove the dross so the gold can shine. Psalm 119:67 says, "before I was afflicted
I went astray, but now I obey Your word. It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your
statutes." You must lance the wound of an infected sliver. Chemotherapy can seem worse than cancer.
But do you want disease to spread throughout your body if an awful medicine will cure it?
Jesus is the cure, and the effects of sin are so deep, only the Great Physician can excise it from our lives.
He uses many agents. Sometimes our afflictions are self-inflicted, consequences of sin or disobedience.
Job did not sin, and Satan can never do more than God allows, but only after affliction did Job understand
God's holiness and righteous providence. The apostle Paul endured great trials for Jesus' sake, with great
knowledge and spiritual experiences. His "thorn in the flesh" was given by God as a "messenger from
Satan to harass him and keep him from being puffed up." Instead of pride, he was humbled and purified.
You may never know this side of heaven specific reasons for trials. But that's not the point. What matters
is how trials train and discipline you to turn from sin and self and turn to God. In 2 Corinthians 12:9, God
told Paul, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness." God is with you
always, with all His healing grace to strengthen you, and accomplish His purposes in and through you.
Next time we'll explore 3- how God propagates your faith through trials, to bless others, and 4- how He
perfects your faith through trials, to mature you in Christ. With a surprising side effect: real joy.
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INTENTIONAL WORSHIP
Jesus said "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." True worship is the
heartfelt response of your whole being to the supreme worth of God, expressed in all you think, do and
say, to glorify Him. Worship in spirit and truth is the activity of your true self, your spirit, according to God's
truth, the Bible, by the Holy Spirit's power. True worship transcends place, posture, and practice.
True worship is an intentional spiritual exercise. Your heart muscle grows weak and flabby without
exercise. Same is true of your spirit. Last time we explored how true worship is 1- God-centered, 2Christ-focused, and 3- Spirit-empowered. Here are three more essential aspects of intentional worship:
4- True worship is WORD-based. God spoke the world into existence by divine activity of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three persons of the one true God. He reveals Himself through creation, and
through the living Word, Jesus, and through His written Word, the Bible. God oversaw the writing and
preservation of the Bible so that we can know Him. His Word reveals the truth of who God is, how to
approach Him, worship Him, be redeemed by Him, to live for Him according to His word and ways.
That's why the Bible occupies such prominence in a church service. His written Word is the primary way
He communicates to us, by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. In church we actually read His Word, sing His
Word, pray His Word, preach His Word, then go live out His Word. An operative principle of the Christian
life is "the Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God become like the Son of God."
5- True worship is WHOLE-being. Jesus said "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all
your soul, all your mind, and all your strength" (Mark 12:30). God designed your whole being to worship
Him, all that you are acknowledging all that you know of Him, to glorify Him. Worship in spirit and truth
involves your attitudes, actions, articulations - thoughts, deeds, words, with all your heart, mind, will. This
intentionally involves your whole being. Not just mechanically mumbling. Whether in public or private
worship, you humbly present yourself before God, ascribing allegiance to Him. Does God hear words
pass your lips? Does the Holy Spirit cause you to sing, whether or not you can carry the tune? Do you
join in prayer, amens, offerings? To get your focus off yourself and others, and on to God Himself?
Theologian Sinclair Ferguson says it's the single most important activity of your life. You were made to
worship God, offering your whole life, in all its parts, as a hymn of praise to the Lord. When the psalmist
says "Bless the LORD, O my soul, all that is within me, bless His holy name" (Psalm 103) he speaks as a
"spiritual athlete in peak condition, his entire life unreservedly directed to God in praise, with wholehearted devotion to God his most obvious characteristic." Does this describe YOU? Ever?
6- True worship is EVERY-day 24/7. We miss the whole point if we make worship a Sunday morning
ritual hour when you show up and shut up, just going through the motions of church. We go to church not
"for worship" performance but "to worship" in participation. We honor the Sabbath day and keep it holy,
"considering how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another daily" (Hebrews 10). But true worship is every day all day.
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singng
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And WHATEVER you do, in
word or deed, do EVERYTHING in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
Him" (Colossians 3). Many African Christians go about their everyday lives, working, making meals, etc,
praying "in Jesus' name" with EVERY motion and activity. YOU can do this too. Your job performance,
relationships, finances, every aspect of your life can be lived in Jesus' name, 24/7.
True worship is the activity of your true self, your spirit, according to God's truth, the Bible, by the Holy
Spirit's power. It is the Worship of God through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, according to
God's Word, engaging your whole being, encompassing your whole life 24/7. May this be true of you!
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WORTHY OF WORSHIP
What do you mean by "worship"? You may think of things you do in church services: praises, prayer,
preaching, offerings, serving, etc. These describe aspects of worship, but such actions do not actually
define worship. In John 4, the woman at the well also focused on outward activities. But Jesus said, "True
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship
Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
The Bible word for worship pictures people kneeling or bowing to pay homage or honor someone greater.
Our word contracts the Old English "worth-ship" and means acknowledgement of intrinsic worth. True
worship transcends place, posture, practice, or doing certain things in certain times, places and ways.
Worship is the heartfelt response of your whole being to the supreme worth of God, expressed in all you
think, say and do, so as to glorify Him. This requires intentional exercise. A great Russian ballet artist said,
"If I miss training one day, I know the difference. If I miss two days, the company knows. If I miss several
days, the audience knows." A healthy body needs strengthening exercise. Healthy spirits need intentional
fine-tuning too. Let's look at six essential aspects of the spiritual exercise of worship:
1- True worship is GOD-centered. God is the divine object of worship because He is ultimate reality.
Integrally worthy beyond all human reckoning or imagining, He is sovereign creator-sustainer of all things.
God alone has the power of self-existence in and of Himself. We are accountable to God. He will judge us.
He redeems us. We are created to worship Him, the most reasonable response in the cosmos.
In Exodus 20 "God spoke all these words, saying, 'I AM the LORD your God...You shall have no other
gods before Me." No images to bow down or serve. No taking His name in vain. The first of the ten
commandments requires us to know and acknowledge Him as the only true God, and as "our" God. The
commandments reflect His own holy character, what He is like - and how His people are to be like Him.
We are to worship and glorify Him to whom alone worship and glory are due. Isaiah 29:13 says, "This
people draw near with their mouth and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me, and their
fear of Me is a commandment taught by men. You turn things upside down." God alone tells us what is
worship, and He alone is the object of our worship.
2- True worship is CHRIST-focused. You cannot make too much of this. The one true God is triune,
Father, Son, Spirit. The Gospel of John shows how Jesus is God in the flesh, come so we can know and
relate to Him, and be saved. John 1:18 says "No one has ever seen God, but the only God, who is at the
Father's side, He has made Him known." Christ became flesh and dwelt among us, to reveal God to us.
John 5:23 says God intends "that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father."
Colossians 1 presents Christ as Lord above and before all things. He created and sustains the universe.
He is head of His body, the church, "that in everything He might be preeminent. For in Him all the fullness
of God was pleased to dwell." Through Christ all things are reconciled to Him, so that we "draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith." Just reading Scripture sparks true worship of God through Christ!
3- True worship is SPIRIT-empowered. The Holy Spirit regenerates dead sinners to spiritual life, so that
we can know God. He indwells believers for the purpose, says John 16, to glorify Christ, who came to
glorify God. In union with Christ, the Holy Spirit transforms believers into God's image, so that we produce
the fruit of Christ in our lives, our character becoming like His holy character, by the Spirit's power.
Past columns have explored many aspects of the Holy Spirit. Next time: 4- true worship is WORD-based,
5- WHOLE-being, and 6- EVERY-day 24/7. Meantime, what if everyone worshiped just like you? God
doesn't leave it up to whatever you feel like. He prescribes true worship in spirit and truth. It's the activity
of your true self, your spirit - according to God's truth, the Bible - all by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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I'LL BE YOUR SERVER
You sit down at a restaurant and someone with a white towel over his arm comes over, announces his
name, and says "I'll be your server." You expect service. Just like the Israelites 2,000 years ago were
expecting the Messiah to come and take their order, based on their Old Testament expectations. And at
His first advent, Jesus fulfilled hundreds of prophecies - except those yet to come.
That's where we fit in. We're like people waiting for our server to finish up his service - at Jesus' second
advent. Except Jesus gave US His towel and role, telling us to serve - in His place - until He comes. You
are saved to serve. "Be like Me" He says. Here are four ways to be intentional about serving.
1- Jesus is THE Servant-Leader. The prophet Micah says "He will be ruler" and "He will shepherd His
people." In Matthew 20:25 the disciples ask to sit at His right hand to rule in His kingdom. We want the
same thing. But Jesus says, "Whoever would be great among you must be your servant, even as the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve." This is more than an example, it's a command. Jesus leads
you as He models serving. You are to become the servant of others, for Jesus' sake.
2- You follow Jesus by serving. His followers are to become like Him in every way. Your basic instinct
is self-preservation. But Jesus says in Luke 9:23, "If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow Me. For whoever would save His life will lose it, but whoever loses
His life for My sake will save it." You might be waiting for the second advent of Jesus - but if you're not
busy serving Him right now, then you're not ready for His coming, or for your rising in resurrection.
You must serve like Him before you can be exalted like Him. Matthew 25:31 shows what this looks like.
Jesus will come again in all His glory, sit on His throne in judgment, and say to those on His right, "I was
hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
Me, I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me."
The righteous are incredulous. When did we ever serve YOU like that? they ask. Jesus declares, "Truly I
say to you as you did it to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me."
3- You live out God's love languages. People feel loved by affirming words, physical touch, focused
time, receiving gifts and acts of service. That's why Christians take care of one another, like Jesus said.
That's why God is glorified when you sit in a nursing home holding the hand of a tired, ailing, perhaps
confused senior saint. That's serving. Not holding some office or getting up in front of the church to be
noticed. Rather, it is serving everyday needs of "the least of these." In Matthew 20:32 Jesus spoke to,
touched and healed the blind. And the lame, paralyzed, demonized. He cared. He served.
4- You're more blessed to give than receive. The apostle Paul called himself a common slave of the
King. In Acts 20:19 he reminds how he lived, "serving the Lord with all humility and tears and trials" and
"In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak, and remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive'." In Matthew
10:8 Jesus said, "You received without paying; give without pay." Then "I am sending you as sheep in the
midst of wolves" and "those who endure to the end will be saved."
As a re-born member of God's family, you give away your new life, to Christ, for serving others. Like
Jesus. Persevering in obedience. Trusting the power of the Holy Spirit. That's the route to intentional
healthy Christian growth. Becoming more like Jesus - as you trust and obey His Word.
How can you grow more like Christ if you are not serving others? Could you get enough of this spiritual
exercise? Be intentional. "I'll be your server" is show and tell. Don't make "me" the focus of your life when
Jesus says "become like ME." 2 Corinthians 4:5 declares "we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, with
ourselves as your servants, for Jesus' sake." Jesus is not just your example, He's your power.

4- U're more blessed to give thn to receive =good words for Advent & Xmas=how easy our focus goes
to gettng not givng...what apst.Paul told Eph.elders Acts20:18 U know how I lived among U the whole
time from the 1st day I set foot in Asia serving th Lord w.all humility & w. tears & trials.. v33 In all thngs I
have shwn U tht by workng hard in ths way we must help th weak & remembr th words of th LJ who He
Himself said It is more blessed to give than to receive. =J.said Mt 10:8 to disciples sent out to serve= U
received w.o paying so U give w.o pay = sendng U as sheep in midst of wolves so be wise as serpents &
innocent as doves =you will be hated by all for My sake, but those who endure to th end will be saved =
trust in power of HS & persevere...
SF-HCG=If we are not servng others, we cannot be growng more like Christ. It is more blessd to give thn
to receive. Are U gettng enuff of this kind of spiritual exrcise?=intent'l=I'll be your server! thts messge for
Advent, lookng past 1st comng of LJC to His next comng...J. never said wld be easy...U take up Ur cross
& follow Him...bcmng like Him, servng Him =bcz He's not just exampl - He's Ur power! Amen

== intentional healthy Christian growth... trust & obey by the power of the HS...
The way you grow and gain in the Christian life is by giving away your life for Christ, by serving
others like Jesus did. The apostle Paul considered himself a "doulos" servant of Christ Jesus.
Just a common slave of the King.

the book -= ays people generally respond emotionally to five communications that makes us feel loved:
Affirming words, physical touch, undivided time, receiving gifts, acts of service. These five languages
speak "love" and some more than others, depending on your personality.
Jesus came, as promised, fulfilled the prophecies, and is coming again to finish our salvation.
You sit down at a restaurant and someone with a white towel over his arm comes over, announces his
name, and says "I'll be your server." You expect service. For the Israelites 2,000 years ago, they were
expecting the Messiah to come and take their order. Their expectations were clear. The prophet Micah
had said "He will be ruler" and "He will shepherd His people." Jesus has come and fulfilled all the Old
Testament prophecies - except those yet to come.
That's where we fit in. In His first advent, He came to serve, to seek and save the lost. But He didn't finish
everything that was expected. He returned to heaven to get everything ready for His return when He will
wrap it all up. Meantime, He gave His followers, US, the white towel, and instructs us
His second advent.

4 DEC 2016 –Riverside Church–Rev.Grant Mangold *RECORD*
=light candles 2nd Sunday Advent HearThWordoftheLORD - Micah 5:2-5 quoted Mt 2:6 But U, O
Bethlehem Ephrathah, are U too little to be among th clans of Judah -fromU shall come frth for Me -one
who is to be ruler in Israel, whose comng forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore He shall give
them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth... And He shall stand and shepherd his
flock in the strength of the LORD, in
th majesty of th name of th LORD His God. And they shall dwell secure,
for now He shall be great to th ends of th earth. And He shall be their peace.
=**RECORD**  J BIBLE MESSAGE= Engage: "I'll be your server"

when go out to eat @nice restaurant & someone comes over w.white towel on arm =what do U
expect ?? "my name is Corey & I'll be your server"... =service! ...but how do you define it ? what
do you expect ?
for Israelites 2000 yrs ago =waitng for Jesus to come take their order.. to fulfill prophecies like
Mic5 ctw ruler who will shepherd ppl of Isrl

& Jesus did that & more 1st Advent... but for US we're like ppl waitng for server to come back &
finish His service=bcz He host&chef&etc
Except=b4 He left He gave US towel.&.role=said= be like Me=serve
2nd sunday advent & series on Int'l healhty chr grwth, lets look at wht means for us to say I'll be
your server =as we've seen how HS empwrs belvrs to bear Christ's fruit =so we expect to be
transformd~changed~ growng in this life =not abt U/ bt J. thru U= srvng othrs =on handout
1st-Jesus is-THE-Servant-Leader=promised,fulfilled &coming again Shphrd-Kng Mt
20:25=dscpls ask to sit His right hand in His kngdm! =WE want same thing=look frwrd to 2nd
Advent & our glorification. but J. said, You know th rulers of th Gentiles lord it over them, &
their great ones exercise authrty ovr thm. It shall not be so among U. But whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, & whoever wld be first among you must be your slave,
evn as th Son of Man came not to be servd but to serve, & to give His life as ransom fr many”
=th Son came to serve =His intentonl purpose= & its passed on to US
2nd-WE follow Jesus by servng=by HS becmng like Him in evry way
SF-HCG sez our instinct as falln humn beings is towrd self-presrvtn
but J.sez this is th way to death not life =Lk 9:23=agn J. said Son of Man must suffer many thngs
& be crucifd but will rise on 3rd day -& If anyone wld come aftr Me, let him deny himslf & take
up his cross daily & follow Me. =??= Fr whoevr wld save his life will lose it, but whoevr loses
his life for My sake will save it. =take up cross= lose your life fr His sake...For what
does.it.profit a man if he gains whole.world &. loses or.forfeits himslf? For whoever is ashamed
of Me & of My wrds, of him will th SonOfMan be ashamd whn He comes in.His.glory weR
lookng~antcptng~expctng His comng agn =bt J.sez if weR not busy servng Him now weR not
ready fr His comng - or our rising !
SF sez we gain & grow in Chr life by giving away our lives for Christ & to others..here we touch
essence of transfrmtn Christ brings to us=
Rm1:1 eminent apostle Paul describes self as doulos servnt of C.J= common slave of King..v9
whom I serve in th gospel...v12 so tht we may be mutually encourgd by each othrs faith...=
insight into purpose & end result of our servng= build up one anthr= v16 gospel is powr of God
for salvtn to evryone who blves.. as writtn th righteous shall live by faith = we R to live our lives
same way we got saved = thru faith= so trust & obey Him..He commands to serve Him & be like
Him =SF =we R for C's sake bcm th servnts of all we know & meet = for J. sake
Mt 25:31 tells us wht this looks like=His 2nd Advent= When th Son of Man comes in His glory,
& all th angels w.Him, thn He will sit on His glorius throne. Thn th King will say to those on his
right, ‘Come, U who are blessed by my Father, inherit th kingdom prepard for U frm
th foundatn of th world. For I was hungry &U gave Me food, I was thirsty & Ugave Me drink, I
was a strnger & U welcomd Me, I was naked & you clothd Me, I was sick & U visitd Me, I was
in prison & U came to Me.’ Then th righteous will answer Him, sayng, ‘Lord, when did we do
those thngs to U ? & th King will answer thm, ‘Truly, I say to U, as U did it to one of th least of
these My brothers, U did it to Me. rmbr Mt 20= sit w.Him in glory in His kingdom ?? bt 1st thr's
judgmnt =1st we must serve like Him be4 exalted like Him... That's why God is glorified when
you sit in nursing home holdng th hand of a tired confused ailing elderly person...that's serving!
=not jst holding some office in th chrch or being up front to be noticed =no, serving th needs of
the "least of these" who believe in the LJC... by th power of HS w.in us trustng & obeyng Him &
servng =bcmng like J.every way
Mt20 gos v33 J.touched th blind & heald their blindnss=lepers ~lame ~paralyzed~demonized
=He touchd thm.cared fr thm.servd thm=as we do in J.name. DoU?=filld w.HS =intentnlly
growng in Lord..trst & oby
& wht look like whn serve in J.name? #3-U live out Gods love langgs =J.envoys in His
name~authrty~powr bcm like Him U serv like Him SF=growng up as Xian means bcmng like

Christ =mns U serve in such way tht others able to see we belong to Him =Phil 2 explains
Christ's xmpl = v3 being of th same mind, having th same love, in humility count others more
significant than Urselves. That's the HS bcz U can't do that in th flesh, apart frm Christ... but not
just Sundays, every day 24/7 =healthy Chr growth.. v12 live out your salvatn w.fear & trmblng
=way servant serves master to whom U owe Ur very life=
v13 for God is at work in U, both to will & to work for His good
pleasure= giving U the want to & the how to= by the HS...
v14 Do all thngs wo grumblng or disputng, childrn of God w.o blemsh in midst of crookd &
twistd generatn, amng whm U shine as lights in th world =lookng to th day of Christ..
trust&obey!
exmpls= v20 I have no one like Timothy, who will be genuinely concernd for your welfare.
For they all seek their own interests, not those of JC..=th interest of JC is th welfare of others,
not U!!
& =v30 Epaphroditus nearly died for th work of Christ, riskng his life to complete wht ws lackng
in Ur service to me. =wow! insted= serve!!!
can't make "me" focus of Ur life - instd J.sez U must become like ME
=in all U do,say,think =heart-mind-will= serving like Jesus does...
Whts it look like in practicl terms? what can U do?? Dr.GaryChapman The5LoveLanguages
sggsts 5 ways ppl express love & wnt to be lovd 1- Words of affirmation: receiving verbal &
written praise & care.
2- Acts of service: being served & helped in ways large & small.
3- Receiving gifts: not expensive but truly th thought that counts.
4- Physical touch: not romantic but simple genuine caring touch.
5- Quality time: & attention= feeling like U’re only one in the room
all?=smple ?aire reveals most ppl respond most to 2 of ths 5 thngs...
usually how U want to show love to others is how U want to be loved= if U love to give gifts, or
spend quality time= BUT other people aren't wired like U =so U need to learn their love
language & do for thm wht shows thm theyre loved= countless testimonies of life-chng results...
husbands-wives-children... employers-employees... all relationships...
10:45 =exlore this for adults,teens,children=ways U can truly show
love to friends&family&whoever God's divine appmtmnts in Ur life;
bcz GOD speaks all those love languages & showd us each of'em in advnt=comng of C-SL=&His comng agn. =ways U can show His love
bcz U need love but as U show His love U feel loved - by Him...!!!
2co4:5 For wht we proclaim is not ourselves, but JC as Lord, w.our-selves as Ur servants for Js'
sake. v12 So death is at work in us, bt life in U. v15 For it is all for Ur sake, so tht as grace
extends to more & more people it may increase thnksgvng, to th glory of God. So we do not lose
heart... this light momntary afflictn is preprng for us an eternl weight of glory beyond all
comparison, as we look to the things that are unseen & eternal. Is this your experience ?? =only
comes thru HS =trainng & growng & practice=trustng & obyng by HS powr
=gets focus OFF-U & onto othrs=seeng & respondng w.J.eyes-heart...
=God knows Ur needs -&- meets them as U & others trust & obey !!
4- U're more blessed to give thn to receive =good words for Advent & Xmas=how easy our
focus goes to gettng not givng...what apst.Paul told Eph.elders Acts20:18 U know how I lived
among U the whole time from the 1st day I set foot in Asia serving th Lord w.all humility & w.
tears & trials.. v33 In all thngs I have shwn U tht by workng hard in ths way we must help th
weak & remembr th words of th LJ who He Himself said It is more blessed to give than to receive.
=J.said Mt 10:8 to disciples sent out to serve= U received w.o paying so U give w.o pay =
sendng U as sheep in midst of wolves so be wise as serpents & innocent as doves =you will be
hated by all for My sake, but those who endure to th end will be saved = trust in power of HS &
persevere...

SF-HCG=If we are not servng others, we cannot be growng more like Christ. It is more blessd to
give thn to receive. Are U gettng enuff of this kind of spiritual exrcise?=intent'l=I'll be your
server! thts messge for Advent, lookng past 1st comng of LJC to His next comng...J. never said
wld be easy...U take up Ur cross & follow Him...bcmng like Him, servng Him =bcz He's not just
exampl - He's Ur power! Amen
 RESPONSE~OFFERING = PRAYER =thx,coffee,5LLgrndprnts
 BENEDICTION ~ 2th1:11 to this end we always pray for U tht our
God may make U worthy of His callng & may fulfill evry reslv fr good &evry work of faith by
His powr, so tht thName of ourLJ may be glrfd in U&U in Him accrdng to th grace of our God &
th LJC- AMEN!
In the name of the F-S-HS - go in His peace & His power Amen !
can't make "me" the focus of your life = must be Jesus thru you to others... the 5LL are for you
to give to others...
SF = Pau'ls point is that growing up as a Christian means becoming like Christ=
ADD THIS SOMEWHERE = !!!
you can't make "me" the focus of your life... instead Jesus sez U must be like ME = growing up to
become more & more like Jesus in all you do & say & think = heart & mind & will = serving
like Jesus does...
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FOREVER FAMILY
Did you get together with family over the Christmas and New Year holidays? How are you related? Some
30 percent of American families are said to be touched by adoption. Probably everyone knows someone
with adoption in their family. And maybe you know, that if you are a child of God, YOU are adopted.
It's even part of the Christmas story. Joseph, husband of Mary, is the adoptive father of Jesus. Galatians
4:4 says "When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman...so that we might
receive adoption as sons. God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba! Father!" So all
who receive Jesus as Lord and Savior are spiritually re-born and adopted into God's family.
Maybe you know someone legally or genetically part of a particular family, but they don't participate. In
Scripture, God's family is called the "church." God's forever family will live with Him eternally in heaven.
But first we live with one another on earth. And all believers are equipped and exhorted to be active
participants in His family. Here are five primary aspects of being part of God's family - intentionally.
1- State your FAITH - Every person is made in the image of God as a member of the one human race,
the family of mankind. Many people think simply being born makes you a child of God. But Jesus said
"you must be born again." John 1:12 says all who received Jesus by believing in Him as Lord and Savior
have been born again by the Holy Spirit and so become "children of God." Romans 8:15 and Ephesians
1:5 talk about the believer's "adoption in Jesus Christ." And Ephesians 2:19 says believers have become
"members of the household of God, being built together for a dwelling place for God by the Spirit." Your
confession of Christ (Romans 10:9) is also the basis of membership in a local church family.
2- Share your TESTIMONY - First, you are born again into God's family, joining all believers everywhere
who are re-born as His children of faith. Then, you intentionally join a group of like-minded believers, the
sheep of His flock. Scripture never suggests lone ranger Christians hitchhiking through life without being
part of a local church. Ephesians 3:6 says believers are "fellow members of the same body, and partakers
of the promise in Christ" and 4:22 says "put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life"
and instead "be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new self, created after the likeness of
God in true righteousness" because we are "members one of another." Be intentional and relational.
3- Support your RESPONSIBILITY - Jesus designed His church to function like a body. The parts of a
body need one another, with mutual accountability to one another. Ephesians 4:16 says Jesus equips His
body the church so that "when each part is working properly, it makes the body grow so that it builds itself
up in love." He designs the process for a purpose: intentional healthy Christian growth. This is of such
cosmic importance that Ephesians 3:10 says it's "through the church the manifold wisdom of God is made
known" to all creation, "according to the eternal purpose He has now realized through Christ." Wow!
4- Strengthen your UNITY - Scripture says the mark of a Christian is Christ-like love for one another.
Some call it "the golden rule of mutual love" which marks members of the body of Christ. This comes
naturally by the Holy Spirit, but you also must be intentional to express it and live it. Ephesians 4:1 says
"with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." Because God has "made us alive together with Christ" and is
making us one in Christ. Verse 5:1 says "therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in
love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a sacrifice to God." Be intentional about unity.
5- Serve your MINISTRY - New life in Christ comes with a new purpose. You no longer live for yourself,
but for Him who saved you. Ephesians 4:12 says the Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts "to equip the saints for
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ." Jesus designed the church like a body, so that
each believer is a member "to grow up in every way into Christ" because "when each part is working
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love." You are saved to serve. You need each
part of Christ's body to minister to you, and you must minister to them. Healthy Christian growth.
These descriptions of Christ's family rely on the Holy Spirit. He's the internal power making you intentional
as a child of God, as part of His forever family. You state your faith in Christ with your whole being. You
share the testimony of your church. You support the responsibility of your church. You strengthen the
unity of your church. You serve the ministry of your church. After all, that's what family is for!
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INTENTIONAL ?
Making plans or resolutions for the new year? Experts say writing them down and talking about them with
others makes a big difference on how successful you will be. Where does "spiritual growth" show up on
your list? Growing is one thing, but healthy growth takes discipline. That's why people see physicians,
farmers visit crop advisers and businesses retain consultants. Diagnostic queries and tests help prescribe
your personal next steps. They may be uncomfortable or convicting, but they point the way to progress.
1- SPIRITUAL GOALS. Have I understood that "Christ-likeness" is the goal of Christian growth? That
God is determined to produce His life in believers? Is this my personal goal too? Passages like Ephesians
4 and Colossians 3 talk about growing to be more like Christ. Believers are re-born new creations in
Christ who need to grow up spiritually, being transformed in heart, mind, and will. We have looked at
"intentional healthy spiritual growth" for several weeks, with a few more to go. Today's questions are
adapted from a helpful worksheet based on some resources written by pastor Sinclair Ferguson.
2- SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT. Garbage in, garbage out. How do I feed my soul? Am I being nourished
on a regular healthy diet of Biblical teaching? Do I want to hear the Scriptures taught? And obey them?
Am I eager to study the Bible myself? Do I read the Bible regularly? Do I receive its teaching as God's
own Word? Do I apply His truth to my own life, to correct where I've gone wrong? And to train me in the
right ways? Do I confess and repent of specific sins, turning toward God to walk in His ways?
3- SPIRITUAL EXERCISE. This involves worship, service, and witness. Am I increasingly devoted to
public worship of God? And private devotion? Does my joy and participation increase? Have I a reliable
assessment of the spiritual gifts Christ has given to me for bringing His blessings to others? Do I know
what these gifts are and where and how to use them? Am I strengthening them in order to serve others
better? Do I use my gifts without seeking my own self-advancement in the church? Are my time, talents,
treasures and financial resources regarded as belonging to Christ, to be used in His service? Does my life
shine as His light for the world? Is my life like preserving and seasoning salt in my home, family, and
where I work, study, shop and play? Do I pray for and take opportunities to speak out for Christ?
4- SPIRITUAL ENVIRONMENT. Have I committed myself to and fitted into a Bible-teaching church? Am I
aware of things in my own life and personality that may make it difficult for other Christians to worship and
serve alongside me? Am I actively seeking God's grace to deal with my shortcomings? Overcoming a life
dominated by pride or selfishness? Overcoming shyness that may be unwillingness to admit my needs?
Do I count fellow Christians as more important than myself? Am I actively serving fellow believers? Do I
appreciate the gifts of others and thank God for His grace in their lives? Do I overcome my pride that
wants to allow only certain Christians to help me, or to be instruments of God's blessing to me?
5. SPIRITUAL OBSTACLES. Do I cope well with trials and difficulties, by God's grace? Do I trust God to
work everything together for good to fulfill His purposes? Do I grow under pressure by relying on Christ to
transform and bless me through difficult circumstances? Do I stand strong in His strength instead of
collapsing in my self-reliance? Do I learn through dark providences, instead of simply being relieved when
it's over? Am I becoming a more pure, gentle person? Do I love God's commandments? Do I have a
settled proactive attitude to oppose anything that hinders God's work in my life? In my needs, am I being
delivered from covetousness, envy, greed? In my desires, am I master of possessions and money rather
than mastered by them? Do I find it increasingly possible to live without particular possessions?
6- SPIRITUAL WARFARE. Am I aware of activity of the enemy, Satan, without being obsessed by his
power? Do I know tactics usually used against me? And Biblical resources to help me keep standing in
spiritual attacks? Am I on guard against Satan? Am I daily seeking to 'put to death' the sin that remains in
my heart and life? Do I seek daily to 'put on' the graces of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit?
Think about your answers to these questions. Rank your response 3-2-1 as mostly, sometimes, rarely.
Regardless of your score, intentional healthy spiritual growth is dynamic. It takes discipline and effort to
keep moving forward. Don't let shortterm failures prevent you from reaching longterm goals. Remember,
it's all about living in the power of the Holy Spirit. An operational principle of the Christian life is "the Spirit
of God works the Word of God so the people of God become like the Son of God." Pray about your
priorities as you seek to become intentional in 2017. Then get busy. Be intentional. Get growing!
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MAD OR GLAD ?
Lots of people could use good news today. Weather, economy, sports, politics, whatever. Not fake news.
What if your life was in the news? Would it be bad? Make you sad or mad? Or glad? Your answer gives
insight to your reaction to the Good News at Christmas. Like Joseph and Mary. Everyday people whose
lives were impacted by ordinary and extraordinary events. (Good plot for a great movie, like the highly
recommended 2006 "The Nativity Story"). The Good News about Jesus pierced a dark world of sin,
poverty, disease, death and oppression. With hope and joy. Let's look at the classic passage, Luke 2:
1- DECREE - what do you have to do now? In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there,
the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. - Luke 2:1-7 ESV.
All this came at a very inconvenient time for Joseph and Mary. Though both were chaste and reverent,
Mary became pregnant out of wedlock. They believed what the angel said, that it was a miracle of the
Holy Spirit. Public shame. Then, government red tape. They had to undertake a very difficult week-long
90-mile journey on foot. Once there, no place to stay. Calamity for the impending birth. And, what about
YOUR situation? Someone makes a bad decision and it changes your life. Happens all the time. What is
it for you? Loss of job, health, loved one, or relationship? Lots of things spin your life around, making you
wonder "where is God in all this" as you struggle just to carry on, with no joy to rise above the pain.
2- PROCLAMATION - what have you heard? Many people are so engrossed in their own activities and
diversions they fail to listen to God, read the Bible, attend church, Bible study, or pray. When everything
seems to go against you, it can be hard to hear God's voice. Mary and Joseph were devout, but they
were distracted by difficult circumstances. Still, God was at work behind the scenes. Not only in their
situation, but dealing with the heart of all human hurts and hangups: sin. Sin is the reason there's
hardship and tragedy in the world. It's the result of mankind's rebellion against God. But...
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with great fear. And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger."
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” - Luke 2:8-14.
3- RESPONSE - now what? When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us." And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.
And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He
was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. - Luke 2:15-21.
When you finally listen to what God is really saying, in spite of difficult circumstances, you hear hope. The
way out. Then you must trust and obey.The shepherds listened, then told everyone the Good News. Mary
and Joseph listened, then trusted God in spite of their situation. Because Jesus! Look past your hurt to
Him! The SAVIOR you need because of sin. The promised CHRIST. The divine LORD come in the flesh,
and named JESUS which means "God Himself saves." That's what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown!
What about you? Life IS tough. Things happen. You're sad. Even mad. Even at God. He knows and cares.
He's come to heal the real hurt, your real need. It's the Good News about Jesus. Give all your bad sad
mad news to Him. Receive His glad Good News. Believe in Him! Then live, with the joy of Jesus!
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WORDS OF WOW !
Expecting a Christmas present delivered by drone this year? Even God used supernatural envoys in the
delivery of His greatest Christmas gift - the angels who announced the birth of Jesus Christ. And He has
commissioned YOU to share this good news. Let's look at four wow aspects of the Christmas message.
1- You are GIVEN amazing good news of great joy. How can you keep silent? In Luke 2 the angels
proclaimed "unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" and named Jesus. It's the heart of the
gospel. You need saving from sin and can't save yourself. The promised Savior has come. Christ means
Messiah, anointed one of God, come to seek and save the lost. Lord refers to His divine authority, the
sovereign God over all things. He who made man has been made man. The name Jesus, Yeshua, means
"Jehovah saves." God Himself is our Savior, Christ, Lord, Jesus. That's Good News! Great joy!
Even simple sheepherders understood the profound meaning of this proclamation. How did they respond?
Luke says, "They found Mary, Joseph and the baby, and made known what had been told them about the
child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them... And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen." They could not keep silent!
2- You are COMMANDED to share this good news. How can you keep silent? Jesus commissioned His
followers to go make disciples (Matt 28:19), and preach the gospel (Mark 16:15), that "repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in My name to all nations. You are witnesses of these things.
And behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you" to be "clothed with power from on high"
(Luke 24:47). And "you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you WILL BE My
witnesses, in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" (Acts 1:8). It was a
command and a promise. The rest of the book of Acts tells how it was fulfilled.
Jesus says, start right where you are, in your Jerusalem, and be My witness. Tell what you know, have
seen, heard and experienced. About Jesus. In John 14:15 He said, "If you love Me, you will keep My
commands." Then He promised the Holy Spirit to indwell and empower, to enable you to obey.
3- You are EMPOWERED to speak this good news. How can you keep silent? John 15:26 says, "when
the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth, He will bear witness about
Me. And you also will bear witness." Scripture shows the Holy Spirit's ministry explicitly involves speaking
the Good News. And why it's so important. Romans 10:17 says "faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ." The apostle asks, how shall they believe in Him of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without someone proclaiming? After all, how did YOU come to faith?
Someone shared Christ with YOU! The great preacher CH Spurgeon said, "You have never truly found
Jesus if you do not tell others about Him." Think about it. The Holy Spirit regenerates you to saving faith the most significant reality of your entire life. Becoming a child of God, sins forgiven, assured of heaven.
Wow! Then it's your greatest privilege to share the Good News. And the Holy Spirit equips you.
4- You are BLESSED for telling others about Jesus. How can you keep silent? Timothy was timid, but
God chose him and Paul trained him, because "God gave us a Spirit not of fear but of power and love and
self control, therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord" (2 Tim 1:8) and "preach the
word, be ready in season and out of season" (2 Tim 4:2). It's always open season for sharing the gospel.
And God will give you divine appointments to share the Good News. Be ready. Be His envoy.
We've seen the who-what-when-where-why-how - and the wow - of the Good News. "The sharing of your
faith will become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ"
(Philemon 1:7). Pastor Sinclair Ferguson says, "You may feel very shy, but when you do bear testimony
to Christ, you discover that you GROW. Your understanding is strengthened and your joy and assurance
are increased - because you have entered more fully into obedience to Christ." Another wow!
So step out in faith. Say "Merry Christmas!" to everyone. Share what Jesus means to you. Enclose tracts
in your correspondence. Check out e3resources.org. Give creative gifts that include the Good News. It
seems every hobby or interest has associated ministries to help you share the "words of wow" about
Christ. Trust and obey. Spread the Good News about Jesus all around you - in His name, by His power!
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KNOW TO GROW
What's in your fridge? Would it be disappointing to find only a bag of chips? Sure. But why do so many
people open the Bible expecting only a quick snack of soul-food? As though it's just a collection of
random verses for a pick-me-up. God has prepared an elegant full-course meal - an incredible neverending bottomless buffet. And you only want snack food? No way that's going to sustain you all day.
1 Peter says the Bible is required spiritual nourishment for your soul, to grow up into Christ. Psalm 19
says God's Word is "more to be desired than much fine gold; sweeter than honey and drippings of the
honeycomb." 2 Peter 3:18 says "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."
The more you know about God's grace, the more you grow - in trusting the Lord, and in living out what He
says, by His power within you. Not just knowing about Him, but truly knowing Him (John 17:3), personally
and experientially. Transformed by His truth. Here are four ways to read the Bible, to know and to grow.
1- Read your Bible DAILY. The Bereans received God's word "with all eagerness, examining Scriptures
daily" to see if these things were so. Jesus said "man does not live by bread alone but by every word from
the mouth of the Father" and taught us to pray "Give us Lord our daily bread." Priests offered sacrifices
every day. Psalmists prayed daily. The first believers in Acts met every day as the apostles taught God's
Word. The Bible says to exhort one another daily. Knowledge from God's Word equips you to encourage,
correct, and train yourself and others. In Ephesians 1:16ff, Paul prayed for this "without ceasing."
2- Read your Bible BROADLY. Think of your personal interests and hobbies. You're always on the
lookout for more information. You develop friendships around your interests. You scan and subscribe to
learn and enjoy more. Compare this with your time in the Bible. Is it even close? Instead of just picking
one verse, try reading an entire chapter. An entire book. In one sitting. Alternate between the Old and
New Testaments. Don't get bogged down, just read for the big picture. Read aloud. Read with a friend, or
while listening to an audio Bible. It's a powerful way to absorb the flow of ideas.
3- Read your Bible DEEPLY. Psalm 19 says God's Word is more precious than gold. If you struck gold
you'd dig broad and deep to get every scrap to enrich yourself. Try digging deeper in the Bible, section by
section. The apostle Paul spent two years in Ephesus reasoning from the Scriptures in synagogue and
town hall. In Acts 20 he reminds, "I declared to you the whole counsel of God, teaching you" in public and
house to house. Because wolves will come to speak twisted things. He says, "now I commend you to God
and to the word of His grace which is able to build you up." You need a good study Bible, and reference
tools including a concordance and Bible dictionary. And these make great Christmas gifts!
4- Read your Bible PERSONALLY. The Bible was not written to you but FOR you. Pastor Tim Keller
says if you read the Bible as if it's basically all about you, you'll never have a sure and certain hope since
you'll always know you're not quite living up. Instead, read the Bible as all about Jesus. "Every single
thing is not about what you must do in order to make yourself right with God, but rather what He has done
to make you absolutely right with God. Once you understand it's all about Jesus, then you can know you
have peace. You can know that you have His future guarantee - and you can face anything."
Pastor R.C. Sproul says "we fail in our duty to study God's Word, not so much because it's difficult to
understand, or dull or boring, but because it is work. Our problem is not lack of intelligence or passion.
Our problem is that we are lazy." That's convicting - even to pastors! Pastor Sinclair Ferguson says
growth in knowledge comes by increasing understanding and experience of God's truth. What you get
Sunday morning can't last you all week. You read God's Word daily to know Him better - His character,
mind, ways - and His promises and power for your life. You need to be intentional about this.
Time? God gives everyone 1,440 minutes each day 24/7. You can read the entire Bible in a year in only
10 minutes a day. Many Bible publishers offer reading plans, including print, email and mobile apps, such
as www.ESV.org/resources/reading-plans/ and www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-plans/.
It's easier than ever to read the Bible daily, broadly, deeply, personally. To never leave home without your
"sword of the Spirit." That's all part of your essential intentional healthy Christian growth. As pastor John
Bunyan said, "sin will keep you from this book, or this book will keep you from sin." Happy reading!
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TRUTH TRACTOR
Did you know the Bible is like a tractor? Infinitely more powerful than a tractor? Yet fits in the palm of
your hand? Sounds like an ad for a new gadget for someone's Christmas tree. Better than that, the Bible
is God's written Word, His unchanging truth, and we can experience its transforming power. It's still the
perennial best-seller, the most unique book ever. You should gift someone a Bible this Christmas.
Recent research shows the average cellphone user spends 145 minutes per day, touching it 2, 617 times.
How does this compare with using your Bible? A recent survey shows 18 percent of average Protestant
churchgoers rarely or never read the Bible, 22 percent read once a month, 14 percent once a week, 25
percent a few times a week. Only 19 percent read every day. Yet, you can read the entire Bible in a year
in only about ten minutes a day. You have no excuses. Printed versions abound. Electronic versions
proliferate. The Bible is available 24/7 - in your phone, computer, desk, briefcase or pocket. How are YOU
reading God's Word? And what difference does it make?
2 Timothy 3:16-17 puts it this way: "All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
reproof, correction, and training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work." Not dry old words on dusty pages. But living words from the one true
living God. Profitable words - from which you get great return on investment. A good way to remember
this is the acronym TRCTR. Scripture is God's "truth tractor" that works up the ground of your soul and
plants God's truth so you can bear His crop. It's a working, transforming tool. How so?
1- Teaches - the Bible instructs you in what is true, according to what God has said and written, about
His unchanging holy character, about yourself, and about others. He reveals and explains all we need to
know, to know Him, both temporally and eternally. 2 Timothy 2:15 says we should study hard to achieve
the degree "AUG" approved unto God, "rightly handling the word of truth." It's a teaching tool.
2- Reproves - Scripture plainly points it out when you're wrong and go against God's character. It's part
of the convicting work of the Holy Spirit, as He lays bare your conscience, separating your thoughts from
your intents (Hebrews 4:12). It shows where you deviate from His truth, and what you need to stop
believing or doing that is contrary to what He reveals. So you can be intentional about truth.
3- Corrects - God's Word shows you what to do when you get off track from following lies of the world,
the flesh and the devil instead of God's way. His Word lights His way. In the Greek, correct is related to
orthodontic and points toward restoring, healing, turning, changing your attitudes, actions, and words.
4- Trains - The Bible guides you in specific steps you must take for right living. A personal coach tells you
what to do, but the Holy Spirit not only enables your understanding but empowers your actions. Your
conscience signals right from wrong, but you don't naturally know God's truth. You must be born again by
the Holy Spirit, then grow up and be trained in His truth. Left to yourself you deceive yourself.
5- Righteousness - Specifically, Scripture shows you how to become more like the Lord Jesus Christ.
That's the goal of the Christian life, and the purpose the Spirit's work of sanctification. He puts you in
perfect order, completely equipped for every good work. Scripture shows you specific SPECS - Sin to
confess, Promises to claim, Examples to follow, Commands to obey, and So much more, including
Scripture to memorize, prayers to repeat, errors to avoid, conditions to meet, challenges to face.
TRCTR. God wrote it all down because it's what you need. For right living. Empowered by the indwelling
Holy Spirit. He equips you to understand it and put it into practice. The Bible is spiritual food for your soul,
spiritual tools for your training, and spiritual power for your life. Not to just read, but to do. Intentionally.
God's truth transforms you. It takes you from darkness to light, from slavery to freedom, from feeding your
flesh to walking in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit makes you a new creation, being renewed in the Creator's
image, to become more like Him. The operative principle is "the Spirit of God works the Word of God so
the people of God become like the Son of God." It's not about what you know, but how you grow.
But it ain't agonna happen if you don't do nothin. You gotta get in the Word. Every day. Fire up that Truth
Tractor daily - and put it to work in your heart and mind and will - all by the Lord's power within you!

Did you know the Bible is like a tractor? Christians believe the Bible is God's Word, the "breathed out"
written revelation of God about Himself and His loving relationship with His created ones and all who are
redeemed by Him. The Holy Spirit superintended its writing through some 40 human authors over some
1,600 years in 66 books. The Bible is the most unique volume in the world, the most attacked, the most
affirmed, and the perennial best-seller. You should put one under someone's Christmas tree. Why?
Christians regard the Bible as God's truth, which reveals His eternal unchanging holy character, as the
absolute standard by which all knowledge and experience must be measured. Not subjective opinion, but
absolute truth, outside of yourself, and absolutely really real, not made up, but divine and eternal. True for
all people in all times and in all places. Christians experience the Bible as God's transforming power. As it
engages your heart and mind and will, it changes your thinking and living, your believing and behaving.
But it ain't agonna happen if you don't do nothin. You gotta get in the Word. Every day. Fire up that "truth
tractor" daily, get it in your heart and mind, then live it out through your will - by His power within you!
NOT USED = above too !!
4 -God's Word="transforms you" by the HS's power... Mt 12:24 J.said to tchrs of th Law "is this not the
reason U are wrong, bcz U know neither th Scriptures nor th power of God" = it's not how much U know,
its how much U grow...how J. changes U.. U might want to know Scrpt to be right abt Scrpt but J. says its
about right life. newtn
J.said th HS would come as th divine agent of truth.. not only breathng out God's Words thru th apostles
to complte th Bible, but also enabling believrs to understand th words of Scripture, so tht it becomes
spiritual food for our souls & a truth tractor tht works God's rightsnss in you...
When U bcm beleiver, U're a spiritual infant & God doesn't just leave U like that - He provides spiritual ?today -feelng chargd up...? prbly we all are, every one of us could use more Bible time evry day... point
not to feel guilty, but to do somthng abt it.. bcz God is at work in U to give U the want to & the how to
= make a change! can U write "read" on Ur calendar evry day? can U make time for 10 min in th Word &
prayer each day? ...if not, U regress to gratify Ur flesh insted of walk in th Spirit to plz th Lord...
=U need to be intentional about God's Word in your daily life...it all happens as U get into God's truth...
stop believing lies of world, flesh & devil, choose to start believing God's truth, start living God's truth, by
His spiritual power w.n U... makng U more like Him. Amen
no pain no gain..U need to be trained. =
jesus said I AM the truth etc
?? do U like to be right ? do whats right? then read God's Word =put His tractor to work in your mind &
heart & will... God's Word =
scrbs endlssly qutd othr schlrs bt J.taught w.personal Divine authority U have heard it said thus & so, but I
say unto U = the TRUTH... from God's mouth to Ur ears & heart.. ?R words of God Ur final authority?
make it so -trust&obey =do them, build Ur life on Him =#1 handout=
1 - God's Words =are "truth tools" - to build your life with... =rpt
Hw's ths wrkng in Ur daily life? rain fallng, floods risng,winds blowng in Ur life? RU hearng God's words actng on them, keep frm crashng?
we've seen frm study of HS =major part of His ministry =equipping us in God's truth =to engage:
word,church,culture =SO we get into Word & live it out =why we're exploring "intentional healthy
Christian growth"...our goal is to become more like Jesus, in our character, in how we think & what we
believe & how we behave =intentionally
if spent only 10 min / day U can read entire Bible in 1 yr... we're doing that on our facebook page
w/daily devotional PLUS a daily rdg & devotional complementary to our weekly Bible message...bltn list
U holdng Bible in Ur hands right now? Bible in phone? show me -Ur Sunday best Bible only use for
church? ..how many Bible at home? how many of U know where it is? ..how many of U use it evry day?
...Don't have a Bible? see me after church & I'll give U one today...
mailbx =tool= helpful hndout w.prncples & tips to undstnd Bible

=?? what are U doing with it ? =not only tool, it's also our "truth food"
2 -God's Word="truth food" to feed Ur life with... U are what U eat
=true not only nutritionlly bt spiritually... J. said Jn6:27 do not work for food tht perishes bt for food tht
endures to eternal life.. I am the living bread of life...v63 th words tht I speak to U are Spirit & life.
Mt 4:4 U shall not live by bread alone bt by every word tht comes frm th mouth of God.. Ps119 how sweet
are Ur words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth. Jeremiah & apostle John ate th words of God.
Peter says U are to crave its teachng & devour its contents.. Paul tells Timothy 1tim4:6 be nourished w.
th words of th faith.. =spiritual nourshmnt = Bible alone can give wht U really need for whole being.
Can I tell you one more time about what changed life for Diane & me?
She read book "Eat to Live" by Dr. Joel Furhman... no longer "living to eat" but "eating to live" -truly
healthy food that feeds your being & satisfies =no longer have to succumb to cravings for unhealthy food.
The Bible is not just truth for truth's sake... knowledge for knowledge sake...it's not how much U know, its
how much U grow... J. =Mt 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall
be filled. ..ministry of HS nourishes our soul w.God's truth so we become more like LJC... BUT if neglect
God's Word=SF sz infantile regression, retardd growth, malnutrition, - unable to serve the Lord & fulfill His
purposes...BUT grace= God's Word not only tool, & food, =
The Bible describes itself as God's Word with many descriptors:
The psalm uses a number of terms for God’s covenantal revelation: “law” (v. 1: Hb. torah, i.e., instruction);
“testimonies” (v. 2: Hb. ‘edot, i.e., what God solemnly testifies to be his will); “precepts” (v. 4: Hb. piqqudim, i.e., what
God has appointed to be done); “statutes” (v. 5: Hb. khuqqim and khuqqot, i.e., what the divine Lawgiver has laid
down); “commandments” (v. 6: Hb. mitswot, i.e., what God has commanded); “rules” (v. 7: Hb. mishpatim, i.e., what
the divine Judge has ruled to be right); “word” (v. 9: Hb. ’imrah and dabar, i.e., what God has spoken). Except for
“precepts” (which appears only in the Psalms), all of these words can be found in Deuteronomy (e.g., Deut. 4:8, 44–
45; 6:1; 33:9), and denote God’s Word, focusing on its role in moral instruction for his people. The person who will
“keep” God’s instructions (Ps. 119:2: Hb. shamar and natsar, i.e., attend to them carefully, watch over them, treasure
them) will find that his “way” (v. 5: Hb. derek and ’orakh, i.e., the moral quality and orientation of his life) will more and
more reflect God’s own character (cf. 18:30; 145:17). (See chart.) Only a few verses in this psalm lack an explicit
mention of God’s Word: 119:84, 90–91, 120, 122, 132, 149. The psalm calls these instructions “righteous” (vv. 7, 75,
123, 138, 144, 160, 172), “true” and “sure” (vv. 86, 138, 142, 151, 160), and worthy of trust, hope, and faith (vv. 42,
43, 66). All of these are attributes of God himself, and it is no surprise that God’s words would partake of his
character.
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PILGRIM PSALM
Did you know? If it wasn't for persecution, YOU wouldn't be celebrating Thanksgiving today. This drama
of OUR history is packed with profound meaning for US, about the providence of God for His people.
"O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever!" begins Psalm
107. Written about 2,500 years ago, it traces ancient Israelites returning from exile to the Promised Land.
But it's called the "Pilgrim Psalm" because it echoes the real-life experience of our famous 1600s flock of
freedom-seeking Christ-followers, deprived of basic human rights of religion, speech and assembly.
Verse 5: "Their soul fainted within them. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and He
delivered them from their distress. He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell
in." Hounded by English authorities, in 1609 the Pilgrims finally escaped to Holland, where they found
some measure of religious freedom. Their pastor, John Robinson, was former dean of Cambridge
University. He taught them the Bible, along with foundational principles of religious, civil, and economic
freedom. But they lived in poverty. And a godless culture threatened to snatch away their children.
Verse 13: "Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and He delivered them from their distress.
He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and burst their bonds apart. Let them
thank the LORD for His steadfast love, and for His wondrous works." After much prayer, and with
formidable difficulty, including multiple betrayals, imprisonments, and humiliations, a few Pilgrims finally
set sail for the New World in September 1620, hoping to escape further trials or death.
Verse 23: "Some went down to the sea in ships... the stormy wind lifted up the waves... their
courage melted away in their evil plight... they cried to the LORD and He delivered them." Intrepid
faith sustained them through a traumatic 66-day journey in tumultuous seas. Storms blew them far off
course. Their deprivations and impending winter left them in an extremely dangerous situation.
Verse 29: "He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. Then they were glad
that the waters were quiet, and He brought them to their desired haven. Let them thank the LORD
for His steadfast love." Five hundred miles north of their Virginia destination, they had sailed to Cape
Cod. They found suitable harbor near Plymouth Rock. Already-cleared land had been abandoned years
before when a plague wiped out the Pawtuxet Indians. This was perhaps the only unclaimed land on the
entire eastern coast, and not occupied by openly hostile Indians. Providence!
Verse 32: "Let them extol Him in the congregation of the people, and praise Him in the assembly of
the Elders." Forty-six men crowded into the captain's cabin on the 11th of November 1620. They had to
form their own government, to replace their official charter valid only for Virginia. They wrote the
Mayflower Compact, "In the name of God, Amen!" It describes their purpose to plant a colony for the glory
of God and advancement of the Christian faith. World History Institute says this covenant to govern
themselves, is "the first-known document of its kind in history" and a model for more than 80 others.
Verse 36: "there He lets the hungry dwell, and they establish a city to live in; they sow fields and
plant vineyards and get a fruitful yield. By His blessing they multiply greatly." Half of them died that
harsh first winter. God sent Samoset - and Squanto, who was a former slave, who learned English and
Christianity in Europe, then had returned. Finally in 1623 growing crops resulted from their help, along
with resolve for God's principles and free enterprise. Then, a drought. But after a day of repentance,
fasting and prayer, gentle rains fell. Saved! Governor Bradford declared a Day of Thanksgiving.
Verse 43: "Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; let them consider the steadfast love of
the LORD." There's a plethora of fascinating detail about the Pilgrims, persecution, and God's providence
- which reveal ever more layers of the lovingkindness of our faithful God. Persecution prompted their
pilgrimage. Hardships steeled their character. Miracles delivered them time and again. Fervent faith
fueled their trust in the bounty of Almighty God's grace and truth. This is OUR heritage!
As YOU pause to thank GOD this THANKS-giving Day, pray for Christians around the world experiencing
dire persecution for faith in Christ. Pray for God's steadfast love to give them - and you - His strength and
grace to live only for the Lord Jesus, in every life situation, trusting and obeying Him day by day!
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SEVEN STEPS
Wish you could tune out of politics a while? Understandable. Still, you must live out the godly values
behind your vote. Every day. Regardless who wins elections. TheFamilyLeader.com offers insightful help
for a revived America. Consider these edited excerpts of key steps to prayerfully follow - starting now:
1- HEAL RELATIONSHIPS - "During this election season, many Christians have been discouraged by
discord in the Body of Christ. The enemy has been working overtime to fester divisiveness, distracting
Christians from being salt and light to a desperate culture. Christians are called to pursue unity and show
respect to fellow believers, no matter how intensely we disagree." 'Bear with each other and forgive one
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity' -Colossians 3:13-14
2- REPENT - "As Christians, we must personally repent of evil actions, words, or thoughts we have had
this election cycle. Many relationships have been torn apart." 'Therefore bear fruit in keeping with
repentance' -Matthew 3:8. 'Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times
of refreshing may come from the Lord' -Acts 3:19. If you are rooted in Christ, you will bear His fruit.
3- FORGIVE - "We must forgive our brothers and sisters in Christ, and we must ask forgiveness for our
harsh words, actions, and thoughts." 'For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions' -Matthew 6:14-15. Forgiveness isn't agreeing with them, it's letting God deal with them.
4- PRAY FOR AND HONOR ELECTED OFFICIALS - "We are commanded by Scripture to pray for all our
elected officials, not just those we voted for." 'First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions
and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may
lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity' -1 Timothy 2:1-2. "We are also commanded by
Scripture to respect our elected officials,no matter what party they belong to or what ideology they have."
'Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king' -1 Peter 2:17. Helpful links include:
If714.org, Pray1tim2.org, nationaldayofprayer.org/7x7_prayer, call2fall.com/blog, prayerforceone.com.
5- ENGAGE THE CHURCH IN THE CULTURE - "When God’s institutions of the church and government
work together appropriately, God is glorified and the people are blessed. Post-election is a great time for
the church to be the church! Government is an institution of the Lord, designed to punish those who do
evil and reward those who do good (Romans 13, 1 Peter 2). Yet governments cannot rightly determine
good and evil without the church of Jesus Christ. The law of God, furthermore, is designed as a moral
guide and teacher to the people. All the more reason the church’s voice is needed in government. When
government operates God’s way, it should point people to Christ rather than farther away. King Hezekiah,
King Josiah, and the repentance of the king of Nineveh are excellent examples. The church can be a
prophetic voice to our leaders, like Nathan to David." 'Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every
human authority...to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend
those who do right' -1 Peter 2:13-14. It's time to be even more vocal as you show and tell God's truth.
6- STAY INFORMED AND ENGAGED - "After an election cycle like 2016, it would be understandable if
Christians felt like saying, 'I’m done!' To the contrary, God wants His people to stand firm, be grounded in
righteousness and His Word, never give up. Be the light in the darkness, stay engaged, and be informed.
Consider partnering with your state’s Family Policy Council" (http://familypolicyalliance.com/allies/) 'Be on
the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong' -1 Corinthians 16:13. 'The hand of the diligent will
rule, but the slack hand will be put to forced labor' -Proverbs 12:24. Seek truth and fact, not rumors.
7- THINK BIGGER - "As Christians, we need to remember our hope is not in politicians or presidents, but
in God. We need to think bigger than who won the election - and focus on winning a culture. We need to
bend our knee before God and cry out to Him for our future. When God’s institutions of the church and
government work together appropriately, God is glorified and the people are blessed." 'I will lift up my
eyes to the mountains; from where shall my help come? My help comes from the Lord, Who made
heaven and earth. He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, He who
keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep' -Psalm 121:1. 'Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you' -Matthew 6:33. Trust and obey - as YOU live for HIS purposes!

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.11.10

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
NOW WHAT ??
Tuesday's election - ecstasy of victory or agony of defeat? Either way, are you ready for even greater
tribulation from the "continental divide" of worldviews in America? Half the country seems to hate whoever
will be inaugurated next January 20th, along with what they stand for. Regardless how many Christians
polled, the impact of your vote doesn't stop at the ballot box. You must follow through, keeping your
Biblical values in the public square. Vote and be more vocal, not less. Even if vocality leads to volatility.
1- Christian persecution in America - The discrimination gamut runs from stereotyping, vilifying,
marginalizing, criminalizing, to persecution involving indirect and direct means of harassment and harm.
However it is expressed, American Christians sense more of it. You should expect more. A recent poll
finds 63 percent of respondents think Christians face growing intolerance in America, up from 50 percent
in 2013. And 38 percent strongly agree with that statement, up from 28 percent. However, 43 percent said
Christians complain too much about how they are treated, up from 34 percent in 2013.
Surprised? One candidate said, "under my administration, our Christian heritage will be cherished,
protected, defended, like you have never seen before." His opponent called his supporters "deplorables"
and "irredeemable" and "not America." She said, "deep-seated cultural codes, religious beliefs, and
structural biases have to be changed." This attitude underlies hostility toward those who believe the Bible.
It's self-evident in the media and the mindset of activists and judges who undermine religious liberty from restrooms to florists, bakers and photographers. It seems the only targets are Christian. As Ronald
Reagan said, "The First Amendment to our Constitution was not written to protect the people of this
country from religious values, it was written to protect religious values from government tyranny."
2- Christian persecution worldwide - But most believers around the globe do not have constitutional
protection. Scan reports at Persecution.com and OpenDoorsUSA.org and IcommitToPray.com and
IDOP.org (organizers of the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church). You may be shocked
to learn what mainstream media won't report. At least 100 million Christians in more than 60 countries
face persecution from their governments and neighbors - simply for being followers of Jesus Christ.
OpenDoors says, "From verbal harassment to hostile feelings, attitudes and actions, Christians in areas
with severe religious restrictions pay a heavy price for their faith: beatings, physical torture, confinement,
isolation, rape, severe punishment, imprisonment, slavery, discrimination in education and employment,
and even death - on a daily basis." Each month, 214 churches and Christian properties are destroyed,
722 forms of violence are committed against Christians, including beatings, abductions, rapes, arrests,
forced marriages - and 322 Christians are killed for their faith. Other sources say 105,000 per year.
Yet, persecution results in spiritual life. IDOP says Christians from a Muslim background in Iran have
grown from about 500 twenty years ago to over 100,000. Too many to jail, says the government. It's
happening in other mideast countries too - because Christians share the Gospel. An IDOP partner says
Chinese government officials fear being "prayed out of office," as happened in East Germany.
3- Christian persecution in the Bible - Jesus said, "If they persecuted Me they will also persecute you."
He promised the Holy Spirit so you can speak boldy, as He commands. And when you're persecuted
you're also purified (1 Peter 1:3-9). "Have no fear, nor be troubled, but in your hearts regard Christ the
Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for the reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect" (1 Pet 3:8-17). Do not be surprised at trials.
"Rejoice as you share Christ's suffering," trusting your faithful Creator, while doing good (1 Pet 4:12-19).
A Syrian believer warns: "It wasn't only ISIS who laid waste to the church. Our cultural compromises with
the government and our divisions against each other brewed for a long time. We are Damascus, the seat
of Christianity; what happened to us can happen to you. Be careful." A mideast underground leader says,
"American persecution is like cancer; it eats away at you, yet you cannot feel it."
Pray for one another. The Bible says Christians are "members" of the one "body" of Christ. And "if one
member suffers, all suffer" (1 Corinthians 12:26,27). "Remember those in prison and who are mistreated,
since you also are in the body" (Hebrews 13:1-3). Trust and obey, as God's grace works His purposes.

Pray for one another. "You are the body of Christ and individually members of it." And "if one member
suffers, all suffer" (1 Corinthians 12:26,27). "Remember those in prison and who are mistreated, since
you also are in the body" (Hebrews 13:1-3). Trust and obey, as God's grace works His purposes.
Pray for one another. The Bible says Christians are "members" of the one "body" of Christ. And "if one
member suffers, all suffer" (1 Corinthians 12:26,27). "Remember those in prison and who are mistreated,
since you also are in the body" (Hebrews 13:1-3). Trust and obey, as God's grace works His purposes.

Pray for one another. "You are the body of Christ and individually members of it." And "if one member
suffers, all suffer" (1 Corinthians 12:26,27). Trust and obey, as God's grace accomplishes His purpose.
3- Christian persecution in the Bible - Jesus said in John 16, "If they persecuted Me they will also
persecute you." He promised the filling of the Holy Spirit to enable you to speak boldy for Jesus, as He
commands. And when you're persecuted you're also purified (1 Peter 1:3-9). "Have no fear, nor be
troubled, but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for the reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect" (1
Peter 3:8-17). "Do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes. Rejoice as you share Christ's suffering
- and entrust your soul to your faithful Creator while doing good" (1 Peter 4:12-19).

And pray for one another, since "you are the body of Christ and individually members of it" and "if one
member suffers, all suffer" (1 Corinthians 12:26,27). God promises His grace to accomplish His purpose.

Perse

But listen to a Middle Eastern underground house church leader: “Persecution is easier to
understand when it’s physical: torture, death, imprisonment....American persecution is like an
advanced stage of cancer; it eats away at you, yet you cannot feel it. This is the worst kind of
persecution.”
A Syrian remaining in the region to assist Christians and Muslims cautions, “It wasn’t only ISIS
who laid waste to the church; our cultural compromises with the government and our divisions
against each other brewed for a long time. We are Damascus, the seat of Christianity; what
happened to us can happen to you. Be careful.”
When persecuted Christian leaders overseas warn about how seriously US Christians are
marginalized, it’s time to listen
OpenDoors says, "From verbal harassment to hostile feelings, attitudes and actions, Christians in areas
with severe religious restrictions pay a heavy price for their faith: beatings, physical torture, confinement,
isolation, rape, severe punishment, imprisonment, slavery, discrimination in education and employment,
and even death - on a daily basis." Each month, IDOP says 214 churches and Christian properties are
destroyed, 722 forms of violence are committed against Christians, including beatings, abductions, rapes,
arrests, and forced marriages - and 322 Christians are killed for their faith (105,000 per year).

You are also to show His grace and truth by your life. The Holy Spirit convicts and convinces and
converts. If people won't listen, you don't invite hostility. Pray for them.
These attitudes underly hostility toward Bible-believing Christians.
society's attitudes about Christians? Thats likely, due to
What's your take on Tuesday's election? Ecstasy of victory or agony of defeat? Either way, are you ready
for even greater tribulation in terms of society's acceptance of Christians? That's what's likely, due to the
"continental divide" of worldviews in America. With little hyperbole, half the country seems to hate
whoever will be inaugurated next January 20th, along with what they stand for.

It remains to be seen whether more Christians voted than in other elections. And what, if anything, this
means for how politicans will be held accountable for those votes. Because the impact of your vote
doesn't stop at the ballot box. Follow through, and keep your Christian values in the public square. You
need to vote and be more vocal, not less. Even if vocality leads to volatility.
Whether more Christians voted in other elections, it remains to be seen what, if anything, this means for
how politicans will be held accountable for those votes. Because the impact of your vote doesn't stop at
the ballot box. Follow through, and keep your Christian values in the public square. You need to vote and
be more vocal, not less. Even if vocality leads to volatility.

for the onset of
Many people vote every couple of years and mostly complain in the meantime. But this time,
More talk could mean more trouble.

(1 Peter 4:12-19 ESV) Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet
if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.
For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will
be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous is scarcely
saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” Therefore let those who suffer
according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

We cannot look the other way. The Bible says, "You are the body of Christ, and members individually. ...
If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it" (1 Cor. 12:27, 26).
Matthew 25 -

You don't have to invite hostility by your words or actions. Simply being a Christian will bring persecution.
More Muslims are coming to Christ today than at any other time in history - mostly because of the
testimony of persecuted Christians.
But this won't happen if Christians look for easy solutions, stop praying, and stop witnessing.

We cannot look the other way. The Bible says, "You are the body of Christ, and members individually. ...
If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it" (1 Cor. 12:27, 26).
Matthew 25 So should you just shut up? That's not what the Bible says.
But you are not to invite hostility. The filling of the Holy Spirit enables you to speak for Jesus, as He
commands you to do. You are also to show His grace and truth by your life. The Holy Spirit convicts and
convinces and converts. If people won't listen,
More Muslims are coming to Christ today than at any other time in history - mostly because of the
testimony of persecuted Christians.

To the Christians reading this, remember this: when the followers of Christ are
persecuted, we are also purified. And if we suffer for righteousness, we share in
Christ's suffering because it both matures us and will enable us to share in an eternal
reward.
(1 Peter 4:12-19 ESV) Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet
if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.
For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will
be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous is scarcely
saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” Therefore let those who suffer
according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.
Why? Because Christians keep witnessing for Christ.
Learn more about the persecution of Christians worldwide, and what you can do to help.

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION?
Christian persecution is any hostility experienced from the world as a result of one's identification as a
Christian. From verbal harassment to hostile feelings, attitudes and actions, Christians in areas with severe religious
restrictions pay a heavy price for their faith. Beatings, physical torture, confinement, isolation, rape, severe
punishment, imprisonment, slavery, discrimination in education and employment, and even death are just a few
examples of the persecution they experience on a daily basis.
According to The Pew Research Center, over 75% of the world's population lives in areas with severe religious
restrictions (and many of these people are Christians). Also, according to the United States Department of State,
Christians in more than 60 countries face persecution from their governments or surrounding neighbors simply
because of their belief in Jesus Christ.

A Chinese government official once told me, a German, that China fears being prayed out of office, just as it happened in East Germany at the end of the Soviet
empire! Yes, prayer and peaceful actions in many churches played a major role in the fall of the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain. But too many Christians relaxed
after 1990, thinking that the age of p

3- Christian persecution in the Bible - Jesus said

We cannot look the other way. The Bible says, "You are the body of Christ, and members individually. ...
If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it" (1 Cor. 12:27, 26).
Matthew 25 So should you just shut up? That's not what the Bible says.
But you are not to invite hostility. The filling of the Holy Spirit enables you to speak for Jesus, as He
commands you to do. You are also to show His grace and truth by your life. The Holy Spirit convicts and
convinces and converts. If people won't listen,
More Muslims are coming to Christ today than at any other time in history - mostly because of the
testimony of persecuted Christians.

To the Christians reading this, remember this: when the followers of Christ are
persecuted, we are also purified. And if we suffer for righteousness, we share in

Christ's suffering because it both matures us and will enable us to share in an eternal
reward.
(1 Peter 4:12-19 ESV) Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet
if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.
For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will
be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous is scarcely
saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” Therefore let those who suffer
according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.
from my previous column= LET US PRAY! - The Apostle Paul gives similar instruction in 1
Timothy 2. "I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all
people, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,
godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one
mediator between God and mankind, Jesus Christ." If these words resonate with you, you know
that changing a nation begins with YOU - one heart at a time. Pray today, and every day, for
God's peace through Christ Jesus for the people around you. You can get more information and
several helpful prayer resources at www.NationalDayOfPrayer.org
You know, to just be grossly generalistic, you could put half of Trump’s supporters into what I call the basket of deplorables. Right? The racist,
sexist, homophobic, xenophobic, Islamophobic – you name it. And unfortunately there are people like that. And he has lifted them up. He has
given voice to their websites that used to only have 11,000 people, now have 11 million. He tweets and retweets offensive, hateful, mean-spirited
rhetoric. Now some of those folks, they are irredeemable, but thankfully they are not America.

IDOP says statistics show persecution is the daily reality of at least 100 million Christians around the
world. They face routine harassment and difficulties, and often suffer in silence and isolation. On a daily
basis, Christians around the world face persecution in various forms, including discrimination, physical
assaults, violence and even death.
HOW MANY LOSE THEIR LIVES ??

IDOP says - From God’s perspective it looks very different. In spite of (and perhaps because of) the
persecution that has been suffered the Kingdom of God has advanced in ways we could not have
imagined twenty years ago. At that time the Islamic Revolution in Iran was ravaging the church. Bishop
Haik and others had been murdered for their faith. There were about 500 Iranians from a Muslim
background in the country. It was depressing, but still the Christians continued witnessing. Today there
are at least 100,000 Muslims in Iran who have come to faith in Christ. The Iranian government has
admitted that there are too many to jail (read “Too Many to Jail, the Story of Iran’s New Christians” by
Mark Bradley). The same is true of other countries too.

http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/3490415/posts

Learn more about the persecution of Christians worldwide, and what you can do to help.

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION?
Christian persecution is any hostility experienced from the world as a result of one's identification as a
Christian. From verbal harassment to hostile feelings, attitudes and actions, Christians in areas with severe religious
restrictions pay a heavy price for their faith. Beatings, physical torture, confinement, isolation, rape, severe
punishment, imprisonment, slavery, discrimination in education and employment, and even death are just a few
examples of the persecution they experience on a daily basis.
According to The Pew Research Center, over 75% of the world's population lives in areas with severe religious
restrictions (and many of these people are Christians). Also, according to the United States Department of State,
Christians in more than 60 countries face persecution from their governments or surrounding neighbors simply
because of their belief in Jesus Christ.

ost-election blues, or perhaps you're getting ready for a great tribulation, or perhaps you're

A recent poll finds that, in just two years, the number of Americans who think Christians are facing
growing intolerance in the U.S. has drastically increased. Sixty-three percent of respondents in the
LifeWay Research survey said they agree or strongly agree that Christians are facing growing levels of
persecution, up from 50 percent in 2013. The bulk of that surge comes from respondents who said they
“strongly agree” with the statement, a number that increased from 28 percent to 38 percent.
A similar number, 60 percent, said religious liberty is on the decline in America, up from 54 percent in
2013. Although the poll shows higher rates of anxiety about the state of religious freedom, it also
indicates that the issue is increasingly becoming polarized. A growing number of people in the survey
said Christians “complain too much about how they are treated,” up from 34 percent in 2013 to 43 percent
in 2015.

ive days until Election 2016. Consider - your ballot will reflect how you actually vote every day, by the
VOTE GOD'S VALUES - A Time For Decision - "Life, Liberty, Pursuit of Happiness" - for the hope of the next generations - for God's
will to be done on earth as it is in Heaven. www.RiversideChurchIowa.com/pastors-column/
**VOTE FOR** those who defend our God-given unalienable rights - it's not about personalities, it's about policies, platforms, priorities:
Christians must vote for those who defend life and against those who destroy life.
One candidate promises justices who will legislate by judicial activism, contrary to our Constitution. Why would you allow that?
"The First Amendment to our Constitution was not written to protect the people of this country from religious values, it
was written to protect religious values from government tyranny" - Ronald Reagan.

God defines life and liberty - and Jesus came to set His people free. Your freedom in America's experiment as a constitutional republic with
representative government depends on your votes.
**VOTE AGAINST** those who distort and destroy our rights. One of the Bible verses most frequently quoted by America's Founding
Fathers is Proverbs 29:2, "When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, but when the wicked rule, the people groan." How true.
And whose beliefs and principles will win at the ballot box? If every Christian registered to vote would vote God's values, we would win
every election every time.
Will you "vote" by not voting? Accept defeat by default?
"LESSER OF TWO EVILS ?" - True for every election, and the perennial reality in the majority of precincts. Some people appear to
demand candidates "holier than God." But the greater evil is not to vote, because this makes you an accomplice of evil.
"All it takes for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing" - Edmund Burke.
"Silence in the face of evil is itself evil. God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act" - Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
You must get informed according to God's timeless principles - the ruler by which all rhetoric must be measured.
You "vote" not just on election day, but EVERY day, by the values that direct your decisions 24/7 - that's why your vote must include
your follow-through, to keep politicians accountable to your vote - if you truly believe in government of, for, and by the people.
God's truth will triumph. If "in God we trust" defines you, then prove it - by voting - God's values. Then live it out.

1 - STEREOTYPING - promoting selective generalizations about your beliefs... Dishonest slurs
hurt, too, and people try to avoid the slings and barbs of negative words. But many "Christians"
so fear any pressure that they actively avoid even this relatively mild stage. They camouflage
their beliefs and simply blend in with non-believers around them. Instead of obeying Christ's
command by letting His light shine through, they drop under the cover of darkness too. That was
easy, so the enemies ramp up. 2 - VILIFYING - consistently portraying you in negative or evil
ways... They declare you intolerant, unloving, un-Christ-like, if you speak against what they
have decided is acceptable and preferred. This includes abortion, homosexuality, divorce, and
other social rebellions against God's character, that also clearly harm society. But intolerant
unreasonable people will not tolerate you, your opinions, or the Bible. 3 - MARGINALIZING discriminating against you and your beliefs... They use media, marketing, money and politics.
Even when what they say is obviously untrue, you'll pay a price if you do not actively parrot
their demands, in school, media, workplace, and the public square. It's not enough to tolerate
LGBT etc, you must actively promote it. People who question tenets of secular humanism or
"goo-to-you" evolution are labeled unscientific - even though Christians invented "science" and
approach all data with carefully framed presuppositions and clear rational logic, as well as faith
in God's written revelation. 4 - CRIMINALIZING - making rules against you and your beliefs...
This includes policies, regulations and laws, even in violation of constitutionally protected rights
of speech and religion. A teenage girl not allowed to wear a "virginity rocks" t-shirt in school...
universities which require campus Christian groups to allow non-believers to be office-holders...
government mandating that health insurance providers must pay for contraception and abortion
even though it violates their conscience and religious beliefs... and prison or fines for "hate
crimes" in Canada and Britain, just for reading or teaching what the Bible says. 5 PERSECUTING -

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.11.03

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
LIFE, LIBERTY, AND ?
Five days until Election 2016. Consider - your ballot will reflect how you actually vote every day, by the
choices you make. The idea of self-government intersects with your daily life. Things you truly value as
supremely important will direct your voting decisions the same way they do your everyday decisions.
You are individually accountable to your Creator for all personal choices. And He endows all your rights,
found in Scripture and reflected in our Declaration of Independence. You are responsible for them, and
for the government you consent to secure your rights. And they are at stake with every vote you cast.
1- LIFE - This priority number one underlines all other issues. If someone can't understand when human
life begins and ends, and that all lives equally matter, how can they responsibly enact policies to guide
your life? And God designed marriage as one man and one woman for life, to create strong families. You
represent the Creator in all things, and He expects you to follow His moral justification. If His spiritual life
lives through you, then you will shine His light - to stop today's dark culture of death and moral decay.
2- LIBERTY - Your religious beliefs cannot be separated from your personal liberty, nor from politics. The
freedoms guaranteed in our Constitution include religion, speech, press, assembly, to bear arms, equal
justice, private property, etc. In your lifetime these liberties have been endangered and distorted by evil
political forces intent on enslaving you to selfish definitions which empower them, not you. Your votes
become responsible for Supreme Court appointments and executive orders, as well as representatives.
Vote wisely - to keep our constitutional republic form of government "of, by, and for, the people."
3- PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS - Our Constitution upholds your right to pursue the fullest potential of all
that you are and can become, for yourself, your family, and their future. Issues include maintaining fair
trade economy, sensible immigration policies, strong national security, and declining national debt. Don't
be trapped into selling your vote for empty promises of more stuff. As in the Bible, welfare is a safety net
only for those unable to work - so why would you allow it to buy votes from freeloaders? All of our rights
and sound policies find expression in the Scriptures, which should guide our political analysis.
Scripture shows how God's blessings of providential grace come to His obedient people and overflow to
all nations. God blesses His people to bless others. As the previous column noted, the Creator's authority
extends to a) self-government as people live in right relationship with God, b) family government as godly
families multiply His image-bearers to live out His will, c) church government as commissioned churches
proclaim His principles, fulfill His purposes by ministering in a needy world, and inform d) limited civil
government, including officials at all levels who will not pervert justice, accept bribes, or show partiality.
“Everyone professing Christian teaching and observing its precepts will, out of love of God, perform
whatever the welfare of the country demands out of self-interest and on its own behalf.” -St. Augustine.
“Take to yourselves good Christians and you will be given good citizens." How are you proving this true?
4- Christian civic responsibility includes a) Pray, to know God's Word and do His will; b) Inform, seek
facts about issues and compare solutions to God's truth; c) Vote, to put people who will do God's will into
positions of authority and influence; d) Serve, to live out the gospel in word and deed, shining God's light
all around you. And e) Repent, because obviously God's people haven't been doing enough of all this.
In contrast, a man coveting power said "what luck for leaders that the people do not think." -Adolph Hitler.
Are YOU thinking, getting informed, and voting - according to God's timeless principles? Mainstream
media does not inform - it programs, with tabloid entertainment, subliminal messages, and prearranged
content relayed by political operatives. Less than half of evangelical Christians are registered to vote. Of
those only half do vote. Many elections are decided by less than 5%. Discern. Don't fall for polls designed
to discourage you from voting. Your ballot could decide a race. Lesser of two evils? A third and greater
evil is not voting. As Billy Graham said, "bad politicians are elected by good people who don't vote."
Proverbs 29.2 “When the righteous increase, the people rejoice; but when the wicked rule, the people
groan.” It's up to you, your vote and your life. Know platforms and priorities of all candidates. Christians
must not allow corruptocrats to continue tyranny and increase terror. We must vote against evil. And we
must keep working hard to help set people free - for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

—

Human society tends to run in two-wheel drive, trying to follow human conscience guiding government but needs the four-wheel drive power of the church, informing and challenging, similar to the relationship
of prophets and rulers in the Old Testament. How do God's people fulfill this function today?
declare what God calls good and evil - set standards -etc
Not thinking, not getting informed, not voting according to God's timeless principles?
d) limited civil government with structure and purpose defined by God, to foster life, liberty, and pursuit of
happiness.
appointing judges and officers at local levels who will not pervert justice, accept bribes, or show partiality

Five days until Election 2016. Consider - your ballot will reflect how you actually vote every day, by the
choices you make. That's an implication of principles presented in the previous column. The idea of selfgovernment intersects with your daily life. Things you truly value as supremely important will direct your
voting decisions the same way they do your everyday decisions.
You are individually accountable to your Creator for all your personal choices. He endows you with all
your rights, as reflected in our Declaration of Independence. And you are responsible for your use of them,
and the government you consent to secure your rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
Our Founders knew these values from Scripture. And they are at stake with every vote you cast.

Rd principle #5=PROVIDENTIAL GRACE—God’s blessings to His obedient people overflow to all
the nations all thru Scripture we see this principle= God blesses His ppl in order to bless the
nations thru us ADDDDD
(See Exod 20, Deut 16:18-20, 1 Sam 12, Isa 33, Rom 13, 1 Tim 2, 1 Pet 2, etc). Scriptures exhort
appointing judges and officers at local levels who will not pervert justice, accept bribes, or show partiality

1- God's reign = all people & all nations are accountable to Him
2- Man's responsibility = reborn to live out God's truth by His power
honoring God by being salt & light for His principles
3- America's realities = policies & platforms, not personalities
founded on life-liberty-pursuit of happiness (property)
how does it honor God to _ issues: abortion, economy, etc
4- Your response = pray, repent, inform, vote, pray, engage after
Here are important considerations for a Christian approach to this drama-filled election:
1. We must vote. Chuck Colson said, “It’s our duty, as citizens of the kingdom of God, to be the best citizens of the society we live
in. To do that, we must vote.”
2. We must not separate our faith from our politics. God’s priorities must be ours.
3. We must be informed. The issues matter, and Christians should care enough to be informed voters.
4. We must value life, marriage and religious liberty. These issues will shape candidates’ views on everything else.
5. We must care about the down ticket choices! Most gains in the pro-life movement and most losses in religious liberty happen at
the municipal and state levels. Know what races and initiatives are at stake in your state.
6. We must not fall for the political illusion. Politics is almost always downstream from culture. The outcomes of this election
should leave us neither optimistic nor despairing.
The Right of Revolution. Politically, the most important right is the right of self-government, which the whole Declaration elaborates upon, in
theory and practice. Violation of government by consent calls forth the right, if not the duty, of “the people” (not any angry individual or mob)
to “alter or to abolish” a government destructive of rights and to “institute new government” that will bring about “their safety and happiness.”
Throughout the Declaration we see attention to both life’s necessities (“safety” or the right to life) and highest aspirations (“happiness”).

we ask ths ??s bcz Decl-Ind sez: We hold thse truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, tht they are endowed by their Creator w.certain unalienable Rights, that among

thse are Life, Liberty & th pursuit of Happiness.Tht to secure these rights, govrnmts are
institutd among Men, derivng their just powers from th consent of th governd
, and it should be your numer one issue.
This should be the number one issue you vote on. And you represent God on this issue.
You represent God on this issue, because He has spoken clearly in His Word of truth. When you cast
your vote, you are to select men and women to represent your value.
More than 60 million people have chosen to have an abortion since this procedure to terminate human life
in the womb was legalized. Their choice reflects their moral justification, in spite of their conscience. Does
your vote lead to lives saved lives or lives sacrified to convenience and political posturing? God knows.

"God has called us to be His representatives in our nation and in our world. Select candidates who
represent your views and work for their election. " Dr. James Dobson, Focus on the Family Action
“Everyone professing Christian teaching and observing its precepts will, out of love of God, perform
whatever the welfare of the country demands out of self-interest and on its own behalf” — St. Augustine
“Take to yourselves good Christians & you will be given good citizens
Selfogovernment
This extends to the technical definition related to our Declaration of Independence - that we have the right
of consent and choice for their government, of and by and for the people. Our founding documents
demonstrate that Americans value life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. These essential values are at
stake with every vote you cast. Our founders also saw these values in Scripture.

1- LIFE - This should be the number one
You represent God on this issue, because He has spoken clearly in His Word of truth. When you cast
your vote, you are to select men and women to represent your value.
More than 60 million people have chosen to have an abortion since this procedure to terminate human life
in the womb was legalized. Their choice reflects their moral justification, in spite of their conscience. Does
your vote lead to lives saved lives or lives sacrified to convenience and political posturing? God knows.
for. The "mainstream media" today primarly serves an entertainment and propaganda function, with bias,
subliminal messages and programmed content relayed by political operatives. How many people do you
know who seem to routinely accept "news" as fact and rarely question or research to find out the truth?
What famous man rising to power said "what luck for leaders that the people do not think"? Adolph Hitler.

Rd principle #5=PROVIDENTIAL GRACE—God’s blessings to His obedient people overflow to all
the nations all thru Scripture we see this principle= God blesses His ppl in order to bless the
nations thru us =all bcz fulfillment of His promise of the Savior -made to individuals, to
trust&obey, to make godly families, commissioned churches, to set up limited civil govt for the
ordering of society accrdng to God's truth =so Gods blssngs come to ppl evry tribe-tonguenation= make dscpls
Election 2012 was determined by 5 million votes. Yet there are 25 million Christians registered to vote
that didn't vote in 2012. And only half of eligible Christians are even registered

SELF-GOVERNMNT —All are accountable to God, & U are reconciled only thru Christ ...rmbr
term self-gov't in Reagan quote & prhps heard b4...technical defitn related to Am Decl-Ind =
gov't of,by,for th ppl= we consent & choose our govt... behind that is personal self-gov't =
control & responsibility over one's own affairs... & in final analysis
it relates to your personal accountability before your Creator as all people individually are
answerable to Him for all your conduct...
Gen 1= bcz Ur created in His image.. to represent Him on earth, to steward & develop His
creation. Man rebelled & U&I inherit sin & J.sez U must be Born-again & that comes only thr

LJC, redemption & reconciliation, & by HS pwer renewed relationship w.God sets us free to live
according to timeless principles of th Bible (new creation 2co5) God promisd (Ez11-36) to
supernaturally give believers a new heart & His own Spirit=who empowers us to love God w.all
our being, & our neighbor as ourself. This "self-government" of redeemed individuals provides
th starting point for building a free, prosperous self-governing republic - w.o.th tyranny of big
govt welfare or police state force. This is a founding principle of America, =inalienable Godgiven right to be free & set up own government, by consent of the people themselves.
Five days and counting. Election 2016. Your ballot will reflect how you vote every day by the choices you
make. That's how the idea of self-government intersects with your daily life. Those things you truly value
as supremely important will direct your voting decision the same way they do your every day decisions.
- Genesis 1 reveals how God, our Creator, is sovereign over all things. He created mankind in His own
image, and placed them as stewards over all the earth, to be His representatives, accountable to Him and
living in obedience and blessing. This "self-government" of free human beings, answerable to Almighty
God, is behind the concept of the inalienable right of self-government expressed in the American
Declaration of Independence, to choose those who will govern us. Because mankind disobeyed God, He
promised a Savior - and His own Spirit, so that all those who are re-born as new creations in Christ have
the moral ability to live for God according to His Word. This goes to the heart of the Good News about
Jesus - true freedom, from enslavement to the tyranny of sin, which leads to every tyranny of rebellious
hearts. As you pray for your nation today, repent of your sins, receive new life in Christ, and live for Him
by His power within you, as His light in the world.
I can not tell you how to vote. I can tell you how to determine what candidates and party platforms stand
for. The "mainstream media" today primarly serves an entertainment and propaganda function, with bias,
subliminal messages and programmed content relayed by political operatives. How many people do you
know who seem to routinely accept "news" as fact and rarely question or research to find out the truth?
What famous man rising to power said "what luck for leaders that the people do not think"? Adolph Hitler.
Depending on your vantage point, we approach the 2016 election with joy, fear, anger, resolve, the whole
range of human emotion. How much easier to simply make a knee-jerk choice based on a candidate's
persona - which is what overtly-biased entertainment main-stream media tries to program you to do. But
there's SO much more at stake. We must look past tabloid personality, and thoughfully and prayerfully
consider platforms, policies and priorities. Christians must also consider principle and purpose.

What famous man rising to power said "what luck for leaders that the people do not think"?
Adolph Hitler.
CHRISTIAN CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY
— PRAY - repent of our sins, & seek God’s Word to know & do His will, in all things
— INFORM - seek out the truth about all issues & compare solutions to God’s Word
— VOTE - put people who will do God’s will into positions of authority and influence
— SERVE - live out the Gospel in word and deed & shine God’s light all around you
“When the righteous increase, the people rejoice; but when the wicked rule, the people groan” Prov 29.2
"God has called us to be His representatives in our nation and in our world. Select candidates
who represent your views and work for their election. " Dr. James Dobson, Focus on the Family
Action
“Everyone professing Christian teaching and observing its precepts will, out of love of God,
perform whatever the welfare of the country demands out of self-interest and on its own behalf”
— St. Augustine
“Take to yourselves good Christians & you will be given good citizens

Forty to 50 million Christians, many of them evangelicals, failed to vote in the last elections, according to a study done by Barna Group. There
are 82 million practicing Christians in the country, meaning almost half didn't practice their right to vote.
Huckabee estimated that there are probably over 100 million social conservatives in the United States. Using just the example of
Evangelicals, he said there are about 80 million, but only half of them are even registered to vote, and of those who are registered,
only 20 million actually vote in a presidential year.
An even smaller number, about 10 million, vote in midterm elections and an even smaller number than that vote in the primary
elections that determine who the major party candidates will be.
"What would happen," he asked, "if, instead of half of those voters being registered, 75 percent of them were? And what would
happen if, instead of half of them voting, 75 percent of them voted? If 10 percent more Evangelicals had voted in the last
presidential election, we would have a different president than the one we have right now."

Read more at http://www.christianpost.com/news/huckabee-if-10-percent-more-evangelicals-had-voted-obama-would-not-bepresident-127126/#F7LRAPTk8PvSHyIC.99
Read more at http://www.christianpost.com/news/huckabee-if-10-percent-more-evangelicals-had-voted-obama-would-not-bepresident-127126/#cAeR6M5pudfETJlV.99
Billy Graham – 1918- Evangelist, author and statesman
Bad politicians are elected by good people who don’t vote.

apprehend no danger to our country from a foreign foe. Our destruction, should it come
at all, will be from another quarter. From the inattention of the people to the concerns of
their government, from their carelessness and negligence, I must confess that I do
apprehend some danger. I fear that they may place too implicit a confidence in their
public servants, and fail properly to scrutinize their conduct; that in this way they may be
made the dupes of designing men, and become the instruments of their own undoing.
Make them intelligent, and they will be vigilant; give them the means of detecting the
wrong, and they will apply the remedy.
— Daniel Webster [June 1, 1837]
- Genesis 1 reveals how God, our Creator, is sovereign over all things. He created mankind in His own image, and placed them as stewards over all
the earth, to be His representatives, accountable to Him and living in obedience and blessing. This "self-government" of free human beings,
answerable to Almighty God, is behind the concept of the inalienable right of self-government expressed in the American Declaration of Independence,
to choose those who will govern us. Because mankind disobeyed God, He promised a Savior - and His own Spirit, so that all those who are re-born as
new creations in Christ have the moral ability to live for God according to His Word. This goes to the heart of the Good News about Jesus - true
freedom, from enslavement to the tyranny of sin, which leads to every tyranny of rebellious hearts. As you pray for your nation today, repent of your
sins, receive new life in Christ, and live for Him by His power within you, as His light in the world.

LIFE, LIBERTY, AND ?
corruptocrats
SERMON = three kinds of people in the world, those who can count, and those who can't
world made up of electrons, protons, neutrons... student says, what about the morons ?
INCLUDE in sermon = sections from first column too... expand on platforms... & scripturesd
use SAME HANDOUT again - both sides again

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.10.27

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
SELF-Government ?
Twelve days and counting. Election 2016 will be over. But will it? What will have been decided? An
election captures a snapshot in the timeline of a nation. It reveals our current reality on the continuum
between tyranny and freedom. Aside from sad similarities with past elections, this time, each day reveals
new evidence of ramped up corruption and government for sale. How can we stop tyranny in its tracks?
“This is the issue of this election: whether we believe in our capacity for self-government or whether we
abandon the American Revolution and confess that a little intellectual elite in a far-distant capitol can plan
our lives for us better than we can plan them ourselves.” Ronald Reagan's decades-old, yet timeless,
analysis hammers the anvil of today's discussion for more freedom vs more tyranny by government.
Whether you're enamored of a candidate for president, the issues are certainly plain enough. Which
proposed leader clearly calls for bigger government, more regulation, more control over individual lives?
Which one seeks to turn the tide, releasing our nation to live out founding values of liberty and freedom?
These categories go back before the beginning of America as a nation, to the genesis of human society.
As summarized by the World History Institute and other historians, consider:
1- Individual Self-Government: Each person is accountable to the Creator. He created man and woman
in His own image to represent Him on earth, to steward and develop His creation (Gen 1). Born-again
through redemption in Jesus Christ (John 3), our renewed relationship with God sets us free to live
according to timeless principles of the Bible (Gal 5). God supernaturally gives believers a new heart and
His own Spirit, who empowers us to love God with all our being, and our neighbor as ourself (Eze 11 &
36). This "self-government" of redeemed individuals provides the starting point for building a free,
prosperous self-governing republic - without the tyranny of big government welfare or police state force.
2- Family Government: Scripture presents the family as the "driving engine in a self-governing republic."
Husband and wife become one flesh (Gen 1) who know God and love Him with all the heart, mind, and
will. We are to teach our children to do likewise, daily instructing them in God's truth. Education is
foremost a family duty, not a government mandate. God's Word is the ruler by which all human rhetoric
and knowledge must be measured (Deut 6-7). When God-fearing men lead their families so that people
live according to God's principles, their lives, homes and enterprises, they will yield divine blessing.
3- Church Government: God's Word shows how like-minded godly people organize into communities
that worship and serve Him together, with gifted servant-leaders delegated to lead and serve. The church
is God's "called-out people" who live and teach His Word so that others embrace Christ as Savior and
Lord. Christ-followers are commissioned by God to be "salt and light," make disciples, and care for one
another's needs. History shows godly individuals, churches and charitable organizations took initiative to
assist the poor, orphans and widows. But the church has allowed bloated bureaucracies to usurp God's
blueprint. The state has superceded the church, and people rely on taxes instead of tithes to care for the
needy. The church has become enslaved to a federal government which keeps people subservient. And
human government increasingly encroaches and removes God-given inalienable rights and freedoms.
4- Civil Government: God's Word sets boundaries of limited jurisdiction for family, church and civil
government. God instituted limited civil government (Gen 9) for specific responsibilites and to follow God's
precepts. He tasked civil magistrates to "protect the righteous, approve good deeds, punish evildoers."
Likewise, civil servants are to carry out God's principles through their limited sphere of authority (Rom 13,
Deut 16, 1 Sam 12). While every person is accountable to God, so does God hold the people accountable
for the welfare of their nation (2 Chron 7:14). Whither America? As John Adams said, "Our Constitution
was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other."
What about YOU? Will you make a difference? God changes the world one person at a time, one family,
one church at a time. As we consider the future of our national government, it all comes back to YOU and
your self-government. Every organization of human society is under God's sovereign governance. We are
accountable to Him in all things. No less so in how you participate in civil government, and how you vote.
Will YOU help turn the tide of tyranny that threatens to swamp your life and nation? Will you vote on
November 8 against human tyrants and for divine freedom? Repent. Pray. Choose wisely.

Authority in human society… according to God’s creation plan =
1) self-government… each person accountable to God our creator
2) family government… husband head of wife and head of family
3) church government… Christ is Lord with Elders subject to Him
4) civil government… according to God’s moral law & attributes
(and by extension, government in every human organization
By extension, government in every organization of human society is under God's sovereign governance.
We are accountable to Him in all things. No less so in how you participate in civil government, and how
you vote. Will YOU help turn the tide of tyranny that threatens to swamp your life and nation? Will you
vote on November 8 for human tyrants or for divine freedom? Choose wisely.
, the foundation of our self-governing republic, as summarized by the World History Institute
, from local levels to national influence
3- Church Government: God's Word shows God's people govern themselves according to God's truth.
Like-minded godly people organize into communities that worship and serve God together, with gifted
The future of our republic does not rest only on the election of civil leaders, but especially on “ordinary
families” doing the right thing over the long haul. Our Lord is changing the world by His people one
individual and one family at a time. We must choose one of two opposing strategies. The first is the
grassroots-up model upon which America was successfully built. The other is the top-down scheme
promoted by the enemy of our souls. We must choose carefully, for one leads to tyranny and death, while
the other will ensure freedom and prosperity for our children and our children’s children.
As Dr. George Grant says, “This is the great lesson of history: It is ordinary people of authentic Christian
faith who are ultimately the ones who are best able to shape the outcome of human events—not kings
and princes, not masters and tyrants. It is laborers and workmen, cousins and acquaintances that upend
the expectations of the brilliant and the glamourous, the expert and the meticulous. It is plain folks, simple
people, who literally change the course of history—because they are the stuff of which history is made.
They are the ones who make the world go round. For as G.K. Chesterton said, ‘The most extraordinary
thing in the world is an ordinary man and an ordinary woman and their ordinary children.’”
— Marshall Foster
The Institute embraces the providential view of history, which observes history as a purposeful saga
under the direction of a loving Creator. This historical perspective has been the dominant view of Western
Civilization from the time of Augustine in the 4th century A.D. to the present day. history world i n s t i t u t
e World History Institute P.O. Box 4673 Thousand Oaks, CA 91359 (805) 523-0072
www.WorldHistoryInstitute.com
The World History Institute summarizes America’s founding strategy to build a self-governing republic:

Here is a brief summary of America’s founding strategy to build a self-governing republic.
Individual Self-Government: The redeemed individual, walking in a renewed loving relationship with his
Creator is the starting point for building a free and prosperous, self-governing republic. Our loving Lord
supernaturally replaces a repentant individual’s “heart of stone” with a new heart and new spirit which
empowers him to love God and his neighbor as himself. (Ezekiel 11:19) When this redeemed Christian
voluntarily chooses, for the most part, to do what is right, then there is no need for a big government
welfare or police state ruling by force.
Family Government: Throughout Scripture, the driving engine in the building of a self-governing republic
is the family. The commission for family government is given in Deuteronomy 6: 4-12. First, we as
individuals are to know God and love Him with all our heart, soul and strength. Then we are to teach our
children God’s Word and purpose throughout the day. Scripture delegates all education to the parents,
not to civil government: “These words which I command you today shall be in your heart and you shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk
by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.” Then we are to commit ourselves, our homes and
our businesses—all we are and do—with obedience to God’s Word. We can then expect blessing to
come to our cities and nation. We can also expect blessing to ourselves and our children to a thousand
generations! (Deuteronomy 7:9)
Church Government: Scripture teaches that church government is directed by character-filled elders and
deacons chosen by the people. The church is commissioned to teach the Word of God to individuals and
families, to preach the Gospel, care for widows and orphans, and care for the poor and needy in the local
community. The churches and private charities provided the safety net or welfare system of America for
centuries, according to Marvin Olasky in his classic book, The Tragedy of American Compassion. Only in
the 20th century did civil government begin to become a monolithic, god-like provider for much of our
population. Olasky recommends that we return our welfare needs, as much as possible, back to the
loving care of churches and private charities, away from corrupt government bureaucracies. Today’s
government welfare makes up much of our bloated, bankrupt federal budget, whereas, private, voluntary
love and charity comes from voluntary tithes and sacrificial service, at no cost to the taxpayer.
Civil Government: As the individuals, families and churches are fulfilling their responsibilities, civil
magistrates are to protect the righteous, approve good deeds and punish evildoers. Civil servants are to
be “ministers” of God in their limited sphere of authority, not secular overlords. (Romans 13:1-4) Civil
government was created by God. (Genesis 9:5-6) Limited jurisdictions or boundaries of power were set
for each institution including the family, church and civil government. The people of a nation are held
accountable for the well-being of their country. They are also responsible for the choice and obedience of
their rulers. (Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 1 Samuel 12:24-25)
The future of our republic does not rest only on the election of civil leaders, but especially on “ordinary
families” doing the right thing over the long haul. Our Lord is changing the world by His people one
individual and one family at a time. We must choose one of two opposing strategies. The first is the
grassroots-up model upon which America was successfully built. The other is the top-down scheme
promoted by the enemy of our souls. We must choose carefully, for one leads to tyranny and death, while
the other will ensure freedom and prosperity for our children and our children’s children.
As Dr. George Grant says, “This is the great lesson of history: It is ordinary people of authentic Christian
faith who are ultimately the ones who are best able to shape the outcome of human events—not kings
and princes, not masters and tyrants. It is laborers and workmen, cousins and acquaintances that upend
the expectations of the brilliant and the glamourous, the expert and the meticulous. It is plain folks, simple
people, who literally change the course of history—because they are the stuff of which history is made.
They are the ones who make the world go round. For as G.K. Chesterton said, ‘The most extraordinary
thing in the world is an ordinary man and an ordinary woman and their ordinary children.’”
— Marshall Foster
The Institute embraces the providential view of history, which observes history as a purposeful saga
under the direction of a loving Creator. This historical perspective has been the dominant view of Western
Civilization from the time of Augustine in the 4th century A.D. to the present day. history world i n s t i t u t
e World History Institute P.O. Box 4673 Thousand Oaks, CA 91359 (805) 523-0072
www.WorldHistoryInstitute.com

Ronald Reagan’s timeless analysis given decades ago is more relevant today than ever before. He said,
President Reagan realized that American liberty was not built upon a monolithic, centralized national
government controlling every area of our lives. He recognized that America was founded upon
decentralized plan of self-government which was lived out by our Christian ancestors and enshrined in
our Constitution.
Voting wisely this fall is absolutely vital if we are to maintain any measure of freedom. But equally urgent
is the need for Americans, especially Christians, to focus the other 364 days of the year on mastering the
art of self-government. Samuel Adams pleaded with his generation to unite and teach their children “the
art of self-government” and the “virtues of Christianity.”
A 17th century philosopher of liberty, Hugo Grotius, said that only a self-governing individual can lead a
family, city or nation: “He knows not how to rule a Kingdom that cannot manage a Province; nor can he
wield a Province that cannot order a City; nor he order a City, that knows not how to regulate a Village;
nor he a Village, that cannot guide a Family; nor can that man govern well a Family that knows not how to
govern himself; neither can any govern himself unless ... he be ruled by God, and (wholly) be obedient to
Him.”

Freedom or Tyranny ?

- part 2 of 3

Twelve days and counting. Then election 2016 will be over. But will it? What will have been decided?
An election is really a snapshot in the timeline of a nation. It reveals where we are on the continuum
between tyranny and freedom.
Even if you're not enamored of a candidate for president, the issues are certainly clear enough. One
proposed leader clearly stands for bigger government, more regulation, more control over individual lives.
One proposed leader calls for returning our nation to live out the values of liberty and freedom. These
categories not only go back to the beginning of America as a nation, but the beginning of human society.
GO TO WHI CONTENT
Readers who remember the election of 1980 notice eerie similarities. The difference this time is the
ramped level of corruption in government. Every day brings new revelations of government for sale, etc...
Even if you're not enamored of a candidate for president, the issues are certainly clear enough. One
proposed leader clearly stands for bigger government, more regulation, more control over individual lives.
One proposed leader calls for returning our nation to live out the values of liberty and freedom. These
categories not only go back to the beginning of America as a nation, but the beginning of human society.
GO TO WHI CONTENT
If you remember the election of 1980 you notice eerie similarities. But this time every day brings new
evidence of ramped up corruption and government for sale.
Readers who remember the election of 1980 notice eerie similarities. The difference this time is the
ramped level of corruption in government. Every day brings new revelations of government for sale, etc...

In this crucial election year many Americans are awakening from their apathy. As we come to
our senses, the biblical and constitutional wisdom of our founders can help us find our way back
to freedom and prosperity. George Washington warned: “Government is not reason, it is not
eloquence– it is force! Like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master.” Our wise
colonists and founders knew that fallen human nature, as described in Scripture, would lead
elected officials to expand their power and wealth whenever possible. Knowing this truth,

Thomas Jefferson warned us never to place great trust in our elected leaders: “It would be a
dangerous delusion were a confidence in the men of our choice [elected leaders] to silence our
fears for the safety of our rights; that confidence is everywhere the parent of despotism…our
Constitution has accordingly fixed the limits to which, and no farther, our confidence may go.…
In questions of power, then, let no more be said of confidence in man, but bind him down from
mischief by the chains of the Constitution.” Jefferson’s point above is a paraphrase of Psalm 149
in which God’s people are instructed “to bind their kings [rulers] with chains, and their nobles
with fetters of iron.” Our Constitution is a document which delegates very few and severely
limited powers to our national government. The Constitution states in the Tenth Amendment that
all powers not specifically delegated to the national government are “reserved to the states,
respectively, or to the people.” George Mason, the brilliant author of the Bill of Rights, was a
Christian home school father who consistently brought his belief in the fallen nature of the
human heart into his writing: “From the nature of man, we may be sure that those who have
power in their hands will not give it up while they can retain it. On the contrary, we know that
they will always, when they can, rather increase it.” Mason’s views are “politically incorrect”
today. In fact, most of our biblically trained founders—who agreed with Patrick Henry as he
declared, “Give me liberty, or give me death”—would be considered radical, religious extremists
by the secularists who dominate today’s pop culture. When they arrived here in 1620, our
Pilgrim forebears brought this biblical, realistic view of government. They knew it was a
dangerous fire. They had seen the cruelty of big government as the rulers of Europe had been
torturing and beheading their friends and fellow believers all over Europe for centuries. They
knew they had to build a limited civil government even before they built their homes, otherwise
the fire of government would overtake them. The Pilgrims wrote the Mayflower Compact, a
covenantal form of government based on the biblical model, while still onboard The Mayflower
off the coast of Cape Cod. Under this form of government, their distrust of human nature
directed them to require that their leaders stand for election every year. Because of the caution
and vigilance of the Pilgrims and the other colonists, government in America was kept small and
accountable to the people for centuries. The resulting blessings were far greater than any people
in history have ever enjoyed. Yale historian Harry Stout says that the impact of TV today pales
by comparison to the impact of the colonial pastors, especially as they expounded on the biblical
view of civil government. These pastors were the intellectual leaders of the day and faithfully
taught the necessity of limiting civil government to its biblical jurisdiction. From their pulpits
they detailed the strategy for the biblically based, decentralized, family-centered society which
the Lord taught to Moses 3,400 years ago. For example, Rev. Charles Chauncy spoke before the
House of Representatives in Massachusetts on May 27th, 1747. He said, “The advice which
Jethro gave Moses is here proper, ‘Thou shalt provide out of all the people, able [competent]
men, such as fear God, men of truth hating covetousness.’ These are the men, men of
understanding, courage and resolution; men of integrity, fidelity and honesty; men of piety and
substantial religion [Christianity]; men of noble generosity, setting them above the temptations,
which those of narrow minds and selfish views are easily drawn away from and enticed: These, I
say, are the proper men to fill the various posts in the state.” In 1774, shortly before the War of
Independence, Rev. Samuel Sherwood warned that when rulers make up their own laws “…and
take it into their heads to act in an arbitrary, tyrannical manner to oppress and enslave their
subjects; they do the highest injustice and wrong, and the greatest mischief and evil of any men
in the world, and are the biggest plagues, and heaviest judgments upon a society that can be sent
[from God] among them.” Both Chauncy and Sherwood recognized civil government as a
consuming fire that could only be held in check by godly leaders. In 2016 it is urgent that we
elect accountable, God-fearing leaders at all levels. But for freedom to last, these leaders must be
held accountable at every level of government by godly citizens who first lift these leaders up in
prayer and then hold them down with “the chains of the Constitution.” As Jefferson wisely said,
“I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves;
and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome

discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education.
This is the true corrective of abuses of constitutional power.” With a large majority of Americans
claiming to be Christians, imagine the positive influence if a good number of these believers
became lovingly engaged in restoring this nation that President Ronald Reagan called the “last
great bastion of freedom.”

Editor’s Note: In this crucial election year Americans are faced with the same issues that
confronted our Founders: taxation without representation and the overreach of government
beyond its God-ordained authority. The article below, by Bill Heid, wisely explains these issues
and posits solutions for our nation today. The American Revolution was a war over taxation,
lawful authority, and the traditional rights of Englishmen. When the British Parliament passed
the Stamp Act (1765), it sought to impose on the American Colonies an authority the Colonies
did not recognize. Parliament was the legislature of Great Britain, and her peoples were
represented in it. The colonists weren’t. The Colonies had their own legislatures. The colonists
believed they should only be taxed by their own elected representatives and that “Taxation
without representation is tyranny.” In their minds, they were fighting for their proper rights as
Englishmen— indeed, for the rights that God gave to every man. They believed they were
fighting in terms of God’s law and with His blessing. In fact, in many churches, especially those
with Calvinist leanings, the Revolution was preached as a revival: to oppose tyranny was to
defend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. According to John Adams, one of the most popular books in
the colonies on the eve of the Revolution was Vindiciae Contra Tyrannos [A Defense of Liberty
Against Tyrants], written in 1579 by an anonymous French Calvinist calling himself Junius
Brutus. The book details the ideas and words that propelled Christian pastors and laymen to
hazard their lives and fortunes in a war for liberty and independence more than two centuries ago.
These excerpts from Vindiciae come from the Center for Reformed Theology and Apologetics
(www.reformed.org). The Ruler as God’s Minister From the beginning, Vindiciae argues for and
from the sovereignty of God. All authority comes from the Creator, and ought to be exercised on
His terms. Civil rulers are not autonomous lawmakers; their authority comes from God. First, the
Holy Scriptures teach that God reigns by His own proper authority, and kings rule by derivation:
God from Himself, kings from God. God has a jurisdiction proper and kings are his delegates. It
follows then that the jurisdiction of God has no limits, but that of kings is finite; that the power
of God is infinite, but that of kings is confined; that the kingdom of God extends itself to all
places, but that of kings is restrained within the confines of certain countries. All the rulers and
governors of the world are but His hirelings and vassals, and are obligated to take and
acknowledge their investitures from Him. God alone is the owner and lord, and all men,
whatever their station in life, are His tenants, agents, officers and vassals. All without exception
owe fealty to Him, according to that which He has committed to their dispensation. This being so,
every king, every ruler, ought to maintain and defend the law of God found in Scripture.
Therefore all kings are the vassals of the King of Kings, invested into their office by the sword,
which is the recognition of their royal authority, to the end that with the sword they maintain the
law of God, defend good, and punish evil. A Defense of Liberty Against Tyrants 1 journ fe a
bruar l y 2016 continued on back “Statesmen, my dear Sir, may plan and speculate for liberty,
but it is religion and morality alone which can establish the principles upon which freedom can
sceurely stand.” — John Adams tribunal authority, to restrain the encroachments of sovereignty,
and to represent the whole people. Vindiciae held no place for vigilante justice or public anarchy.
Opposition to tyranny ought to be led by lesser magistrates—by governors, legislatures, judges,
city councils, by those who have the duty and authority under God to oppose lawlessness when it
impinges upon their jurisdictions. In the American Revolution, the “lesser magistrates” were the
colonial legislatures. In short, Vindiciae Contra Tyrannos is arguing for a world under God’s law,
for all human authority comes from God and ought to operate in terms of His revealed Word.

When one ruler, even a king, opposes God’s law and assumes tyrannical powers, the other
rulers—who also have their authority from God—ought to oppose and remove him. When the
tyrant is a king, he ought to be challenged in God’s name by the lesser magistrates who have the
faith and courage to do so. In twenty-first century America, “lesser magistrates” would certainly
include state governors and state legislatures. – Bill Heid www.infreedomscause.com A Final
Note: Violent riots and revolutions will not solve our problems. As John Adams asked: “What do
we mean by the American Revolution The war? That was no part of the Revolution; it was only
an effect and consequence of it. The Revolution was in the minds of the people…a change in
their religious [convictions].” Americans today need a deep seated renewal of our religious and
biblical convictions in order to restore our Constitutional freedoms. — Marshall Foster 2 Statism,
Then and Now But the author’s world was not unlike our own. Many who called themselves
“Christian” had no problem with human tyranny masquerading as lawful government, especially
if they themselves held the power. But there are many rulers in these days who call themselves
“Christian,” who arrogantly assume that their power is limited by no one, not even by God, and
they surround themselves with flatterers who adore them as gods upon earth. Not to mention the
many others who, out of fear or constraint, either believe, or appear to believe, that rulers ought
to be obeyed in all things, and by all men. The rulers exceed their authority, not being content
with that authority which the almighty and all good God has given them, but seek to usurp that
sovereignty which He has reserved to Himself over all men. And not being content with absolute
power over the lives and property of their subjects, these tyrants seize for themselves the right to
rule over their consciences as well, over which the authority belongs to Jesus Christ alone.
Holding the earth not great enough for their ambition, they want to climb and conquer heaven
itself. The people, on the other hand, follow the commandments of men when they yield to these
rulers who command that which is against the law of God. God-Ordained Solutions What is the
legal or political remedy for such tyranny? And who ought to apply it? But who may punish the
king…if it be not the whole body of the people? For it is the people to whom the king swears and
obliges himself, no more nor less, than the people do to the king. But what should be the nature
of this “punishment”? Is Vindiciae advocating anarchy or some sort of popular uprising? Will
you say that a whole people, that beast of many heads, must run in a mutinous disorder, to order
the business of the commonwealth? What address or direction is there in an unruly and unbridled
multitude? What counsel or wisdom, to manage the affairs of state? When we speak of all the
people, we understand by that, only those who hold their authority from the people, that the
magistrates who are inferior to the king, and whom the people have substituted, or established,
an assembly with a kind of Published monthly by: The World History Institute P.O. Box 4673
Thousand Oaks, CA 91359 (805) 523-0072 www.WorldHistoryInstitute.com The Institute
embraces the providential view of history, which observes history as a purposeful saga under the
direction of a loving Creator. This historical perspective has been the dominant view of Western
Civilization from the time of Augustine in the 4th century A.D. to the present day. journal
the whole
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WHAT Exalts A Nation ?
Depending on your vantage point, we approach the 2016 election with joy, fear, anger, resolve, the whole
range of human emotion. How much easier to simply make a knee-jerk choice based on a candidate's
persona - which is what overtly-biased entertainment main-stream media tries to program you to do. But
there's SO much more at stake. We must look past tabloid personality, and thoughfully and prayerfully
consider platforms, policies and priorities. Christians must also consider principle and purpose.
The yardstick of God's Word measures all human rhetoric. Perhaps these words will stir you to principled
action: "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people" Proverbs 14:34. Ah, but
how to apply this principle to this election? Listen to wisdom from this "Centennial Thanksgiving Sermon"
delivered by Rev. B.W. Arnett to commemorate the 100th anniversary of America in 1876. It's available in
the Library of Congress. Arnett was a prominent black pastor and Ohio legislator. He writes:
"At this the close of the first hundred years of experimental government of the people, by the people, and
for the people...to be a citizen of this vast country is something, and to share in its privileges and duties is
more than something... Wherein lies the greatness of America? Let us see what it is that makes us so
great; wherein lies our strength. What has made us one of the greatest powers of the earth, politically and
intellectually? Have we come to the conclusion that it is Righteousness that exalteth a nation?
"Withdraw from Christendom the Bible, the Church with its sacraments and ministry, and Christian
morality and hopes, and aspirations for time and eternity; repeal all the laws that are founded in the
Christian Scriptures; remove the Christian humanities in the form of hospitals and asylums, and
reformatories and institutions of mercy utterly unknown to unchristian countries; destroy the literature, the
culture, the institutions of learning, the art, the refinement, the place of woman in her home and in society,
which owe their origin and power to Christianity;
"blot out all faith in Divine Providence, love, and righteousness; turn back every believer in Christ to his
former state; remove all thought or hope of the forgiveness of sins by a just but gracious God; erase the
name of Christ from every register it sanctifies—in a word annihilate all the legitimate and logical effects
of Christianity in Christendom—just accomplish in fact what multitudes of gifted and learned minds are
wishing and trying to accomplish by their science, philosophy, and criticism, and what multitudes of the
common people desire and seek, and not only would all progress toward and unto perfection cease, but
not one of the shining lights of infidelity would shine much longer.
"Yes, the bitterest enemies of this holy and blessed religion, owe their ability to be enemies to its sacred
revelations - to the inspiration and sublimity of that faith which reflects its glories on their hostile natures.
They live in the strength of that which they would destroy. They are raised to their seats of opportunity
and power by the grace of Him they would crucify afresh; and is it to be thought that they are stronger
than that which gives them strength? Can it be supposed that a religion which civilizes and subdues, and
elevates and blesses will succumb to the enmities it may arouse and quicken in its onward march? Are
we to tremble for the ark of God when God is its upholder, and protector, and preserver?”
HOW does this speak to YOU today? Read it again carefully, pondering past its 19th century language.
Then consider the 21st century verbage which frames these timeless truths in tabloid sound bytes. Do not
be deceived. Forces of wickedness at work in this election do not necessarily display posters on lawns.
And in your own lifetime the steady erosion of the Founding principles of our nation have become
travesties of our Founders' clear intentions. YOUR personal liberty is at stake in this election.
Politics as usual has corrupted America and downgraded Americans beyond recognition. Evil forces plan
even more devious schemes. And so we are once again faced with flawed candidates, by which enemies
of true freedom hope to foist yet another round of humiliating defeats against righteousness and liberty.
Two leading candidates stand in stark contrast, but only one will be elected. Will that person fight for
righteousness and national greatness? Or for more personal power and greed and gain? Will YOU allow
politics as usual? Their records are clear, if your due diligence takes you deeper than the nightly news.
Do not be deceived. You must VOTE - against evil - with principle and wisdom.

corruptocrats

What Exalts A Nation ?
Depending on your vantage point, we approach the 2016 election with joy, fear, anger, resolve, and the
whole range of human emotion. Every election, it seems, we are told "this is the most important election
of our lifetime." Perhaps even more so this year?
Christians approach elections with different dimensions of thought. How much easier it would be to simply
make a knee-jerk choice depending on the personality of the candidate, which is what our overtly-biased
entertainment media tries to program you to do. But there's so much more at stake. We must look past
tabloid personality, and thoughfully and prayerfully consider platforms, policies and priorities. And as
Christians, we must consider the timeless principles of God's Word, the yardstick of all human rhetoric.
Perhaps these words will stir you to principled action: "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a
reproach to any people" Proverbs 14:34. Ah, but how to apply this principle to this election? Listen to
wisdom from another source, writing on the theme of this Scripture: The 1876 Centennial Thanksgiving
Sermon, in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the United States of America, delivered by Rev.
B.W. Arnett at St. Paul A.M.E. Church, Urbana, Ohio. It's available in the Library of Congress, Historical
Collections. Arnett was a prominent black pastor and Ohio state legislator. He writes:
"At this the close of the first hundred years of experimental government of the people, by the people, and
for the people...to be a citizen of this vast country is something, and to share in its privileges and duties is
more than something...Wherein lies the greatness of America? Let us see what it is that makes us so
great; wherein lies our strength. What has made us one of the greatest powers of the earth, politically and
intellectually? Have we come to the conclusion that it is Righteousness that exalteth a nation?
"Withdraw from Christendom the Bible, the Church with its sacraments and ministry, and Christian
morality and hopes, and aspirations for time and eternity; repeal all the laws that are founded in the
Christian Scriptures; remove the Christian humanities in the form of hospitals and asylums, and
reformatories and institutions of mercy utterly unknown to unchristian countries; destroy the literature, the
culture, the institutions of learning, the art, the refinement, the place of woman in her home and in society,
which owe their origin and power to Christianity;
"blot out all faith in Divine Providence, love, and righteousness; turn back every believer in Christ to his
former state; remove all thought or hope of the forgiveness of sins by a just but gracious God; erase the
name of Christ from every register it sanctifies—in a word annihilate all the legitimate and logical effects
of Christianity in Christendom—just accomplish in fact what multitudes of gifted and learned minds are
wishing and trying to accomplish by their science, philosophy, and criticism, and what multitudes of the
common people desire and seek, and not only would all progress toward and unto perfection cease, but
not one of the shining lights of infidelity would shine much longer.
"Yes, the bitterest enemies of this holy and blessed religion, owe their ability to be enemies to its sacred
revelations - to the inspiration and sublimity of that faith which reflects its glories on their hostile natures.
They live in the strength of that which they would destroy. They are raised to their seats of opportunity
and power by the grace of Him they would crucify afresh; and is it to be thought that they are stronger
than that which gives them strength? Can it be supposed that a religion which civilizes and subdues, and
elevates and blesses will succumb to the enmities it may arouse and quicken in its onward march? Are
we to tremble for the ark of God when God is its upholder, and protector, and preserver?”
HOW does this speak to YOU today? Read it again carefully, pondering past its 19th century language.
Then consider the 21st century verbage which frames these timeless issues in tabloid sound bytes. Do
not be deceived. Forces of wickedness at work in this election do not wear party labels or display posters
on their lawn. In my own lifetime the steady erosion of the Founding principles of our nation have become
travesties of the Founding Father's clear intentions. YOUR personal liberty is at stake in this election.
We are once again faced with flawed candidates, by which the enemies of true freedom hope to foist yet
another round of humiliating defeats for righteousness and liberty. Two leading candidates stand in stark
contrast, but only one will be elected. Will that person fight for righteousness and national greatness? Or
for personal power and greed and gain? Their record is clear. Do not be deceived. VOTE with wisdom.
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We have reason to rejoice and congratulate ourselves on the greatness of our beloved country; at this the
close of the first hundred years of experimental government of the people, by the people, and for the
people. To be a citizen of this vast country is something, and to share in its privileges and duties is more
than something.

November 1876 Dr. Arnett was invited to publish this remarkable sermon commemorating the Centennial
of the Declaration of Independence by the following method:
To: Rev. B. W. ARNETT, B. D. Dear Pastor: Will you please prepare your “Centennial Thanksgiving
Sermon” for publication: together with whatever matter pertaining to the colored people of this city, you
deem worth preserving. We make this request of you, believing that the publication of such matter, will be
of benefit to the present and succeeding generations. Yours Respectfully, J GAITER, J. DEMPCY, C. L,
GANT, Trustees W. A. STILGASS, W. O. BOWLES; Urbana, O.
December 7th, 1876
J GAITER, J. DEMPCY, C. L, GANT Trustees W. A. STILGASS, W. O. BOWLES
Yours is at hand, requesting me to prepare my "Centennial Thanksgiving Sermon" for publication. If you
think that my words will be of any advantage to you, and those whom you have the honor of representing,
I am willing to leave it to your judgement and will prepare my feeble effort for the press: hoping that, if
there is nothing new in it, at least I may awaken some one to follow "the Moccasin tracks of
Righteousness, and the Foot Prints of sin on the sands of time," and be better prepared for the duties
they owe to themselves, their families, their country, and their God. I am, yours, BENJAMIN W. ARNETT
At another point in his long "Thanksgiving Sermon," Dr. Arnett made the following assertion about
America and "wherein lies its greatness":
"Let us see what it is that makes us so great; wherein lies our strength. What has made us one of the
greatest powers of the earth, politically and intellectually? Have we come to the conclusion that it is
Righteousness that exalteth a nation? We have met to-day at the request of the President of the United
States, Ulysses S. Grant, and also the Governor of our beloved State, Rutherford B. Hayes. For what?
Why call us from our homes? Why come to the house of God? Why not go to the hall of mirth and to the
places of amusement to-day? No that is not what they want us to do.
We are commanded to go to our 'several places of worship, and there offer up thanks to Kind Providence
which has brought our nation through the scenes of another year, and blessed the land with peace, plenty
and prosperity.' Then as Americans we have reason to rejoice and congratulate ourselves on the
greatness of our beloved country; at this the close of the first hundred years of experimental government
of the people, by the people, and for the people. To be a citizen of this vast country is something, and to
share in its privileges and duties is more than something."
- Dr. Benjaming W. Arnett, St. Paul A.M.E. Church, Urbana, Ohio, Centennial Thanksgiving Sermon,
November 1876
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IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT ?
We've been talking about "intentional healthy Christian growth." First, you are "born again" when you
become a believer. Then you "grow up" into your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. That's the "sanctification"
aspect of salvation, becoming more like our Savior. But this is not merely "moralism" by simply improving
your behavior. Unfortunately, that's the idea picked up by many people in or out of the pew. As Galatians
1:3-5 says, "there are some who trouble you and want to distort the one true gospel of Christ."
1- LIKE JESUS. This is your goal, and the desired outcome of sanctification. Galatians 2:20 puts it like
this: "if is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me." It's the scriptural picture of "union with Christ."
John 15 explains this as abiding in Jesus, the true vine, so that you produce His fruit, and become like
Him. As a "new creation" in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17) and "predestined to be conformed to His image"
(Romans 8:28), you "put on the new self which is being renewed after the image of its creator" and
(Colossians 3:10), "growing up in every way into Him" (Ephesians 4:14), "being transformed into the
same image of the Lord, for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit" (2 Corinthians 3:18).
The operative principle: The Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God become like the
Son of God. An unexpected result of this can be an increasing sensitivity to sin in your life. This is not
falise humility but realistic thinking. As you grow closer to Christ, you become more aware of your need
for the Savior, thankful for His grace, and dependent upon His power. So how does one grow in Him?
2- LETHARGY. You won't reach any goal through laziness, complacency, or self-righteousness. A.W.
Tozer puts it this way: "If we feel that we are what we ought to be, then we will remain what we are. We
will not look for any change or improvement in our lives. This will quite naturally lead us to judge everyone
by what we are. This is the judgment of which we must be careful. To judge others by ourselves is to
create havoc in the local assembly." If this is your attitude, you're basically saying, "I'm OK where I'm at
so WE don't need no questions about our spirituality. Don't challenge me and don't try to change me."
We've already seen how "quietism" let-go-and-let-God, can be a form of false pietism of extreme passive
dependency, and another form of spiritual laziness. Conversely, "activism" go-fight-win, attempting to do
everything in your own stregnth, is another form of spiritual pride. These are closely related to two more.
3- LEGALISM. You won't reach the goal through rules and regulations. But it's a big temptation to make
man's laws requirements for salvation. Galatians 3:3 says "are you so foolish, having begun by the Spirit,
that you are now being perfected by the flesh and works of the law?" Legalists try to enslave you. But
being religious about man-made rules won't work to make you more like Jesus.God says you're set free
from the penalty and the power of sin. Romans 14:17 says "the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating
and drinking but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit." Relationship, not religion.
4- LICENSE. This opposite extreme says there is no goal, it's all of grace so don't worry about sin. Taken
to extreme, this leads to licentiousness, or living without legal or moral restraint. "Antinomianism" basically
means "no law" and suggests you can receive Jesus as Savior but Lordship is optional. That's theological
nonsense. You can distinguish Savior and Lord but you can't separate them in salvation (Romans 5).
Jesus said "whoever abides in Me will bear much fruit, and if you keep My commands you will abide in My
love." Galatians 4:6 says to believers "because you are God's sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son
into our hearts" and 5:1 says "for freedom Christ has set us free." So how do we live in this liberty?
5- LIVING IN THE SPIRIT. When Jesus sets you free you are free indeed. Liberty to live for Him by His
power within. Galatians 5:18-25 says "walk by the Spirit and you will not gratify desires of the flesh. The
fruit of the Spirit is love: joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. If
we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit." In His grace, by His power, for His purpose.
As Galatians 6:7-9 says, "Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he
also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who
sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we shall reap, if we do not give up." Intentional- doing something about it. Healthy- staying strong.
Christian- becoming more like Christ. Growth- bearing fruit. Trust and obey, by the Holy Spirit.

That's how the positional truth of who you ARE
In brief, we can understand this holy process as an operative principle: "The Spirit of God works the Word
of God so the people of God become like the Son of God." That's how the positional truth of who you ARE
in Christ becomes progressively REAL to you, as God powerfully works out His purpose, by the Spirit.

Gal5:18 walk by th Sp & U will not gratify desires of th flesh. if U are led by the Spirit U are not
under the Law.. bt th fruit of th Sprt is love,
joy,peace,patience,kindness,goodness,faithfulness,gentleness,selfcntrl =lk J. v25 If we live by the
Spirit let us also keep in step w. the Spirit
living in the Spirit is living in grace & truth according to law of Christ
with Jesus as Savior & Lord by the power of the Holy Spirit within..
He saves you, indwells you, transforms you according to His Word
so that you trust & obey & produce His fruit, becoming like Him...
and this process of sanctification takes your entire life on earth... gettng U ready for eternity
w.Him sharing in His glory forever. Amen!
Gal 5 etc trust and obey Him.
Being set free in Christ means you have the liberty to live for Him by His power.
trust and obey Him.

=intentional= doing somethng abt it..both trust & obey../want-how to
=healthy= improving, absence of weakness, getting stronger,
=Christian= becoming more like Christ = goal of Christian life
=growth= makng progress in Ur character, not loggng hrs-yrs in pew but actually seeing Ur life
changed by Christ -like Him: Gal 6:7-8

set free to serve Him as U trust & obey by His power w.in
In our own context, one of the most seductive false gospels is moralism. This false gospel can
take many forms and can emerge from any number of political and cultural impulses.
Nevertheless, the basic structure of moralism comes down to this — the belief that the Gospel
can be reduced to improvements in behavior.
He described as "abide in Me, the true vine, and you will bear My fruit."
- part 2... five points=
how to become LIKE Jesus ? - lethargy - legalism - license - VS living in the Spirit
=The Bible describes it as growing in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus, and bearing His fruit. How
does this happen? Here are three main ideas.
=To be sanctified, you proactively grow up into Christ by His power within. John 15 says "abide in Me and
bear much fruit" and that's active, not passive, as the fruit draws its life force from the root.
=In one sense, all believers have all of the Spirit, but He doesn't always have all of you. God says "trust"
and "obey." Believe what His Word says. Live it out. All by the power of His Spirit within. The good news even if your theology is faulty, His inward work in your soul comes outward as He bears His fruit in your
life. Intentionally depend on Him and do His Word - by His power. Then you grow, from root to fruit!
Being set free in Christ means you have the liberty to live for Him by His power.
trust and obey Him.

set free to serve Him as U trust & obey by His power w.in

We follow not legalism but "the law of Christ" to love God with all your being, and your neighbor as
yourself

The spiritually healthy and growing Christian doesn't glory in your own holiness, but in Christ and what He
does in and for you.
The Bible describes it as growing in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus, and bearing His fruit. How
does this happen? Here are three main ideas.
To be sanctified, you proactively grow up into Christ by His power within. John 15 says "abide in Me and
bear much fruit" and that's active, not passive, as the fruit draws its life force from the root.
In one sense, all believers have all of the Spirit, but He doesn't always have all of you. God says "trust"
and "obey." Believe what His Word says. Live it out. All by the power of His Spirit within. The good news even if your theology is faulty, His inward work in your soul comes outward as He bears His fruit in your
life. Intentionally depend on Him and do His Word - by His power. Then you grow, from root to fruit!
, both justification (born again) and sanctification (growing in grace)

04 SEPT 2016 –Riverside Church–Rev.Grant Mangold *RECORD*
 CALL.TO.WORSHP=Hear th.Word of th.LORD - Galatians 5
Fr thru th Sp, by faith, we ourslves eagrly wait for th hope of rghtsness But I say, walk by th Sp, &U will
not gratify th desires of th flesh. For th desires of th flesh are against th Spirit, & th desires of th Spirit are
against th flesh, for these are opposd to each othr, to keep U frm doing th things U want to do. Now th
works of th flesh are evident. I warn U tht those who do such thngs will not inhert th kngdm of God. Bt th
fruit of th Sp is love,joy,peace,patnce kindnss,goodnss,faithfulnss gentlenss, self-control; against such
thngs there is no law. & those who belong to CJ have crucified th flesh w. its passions & desires. If we
live by th Spirit, let us also keep in step with th Spirit...
May God bless the hearing & our heeding of His holy Word -Amen!

 ANNCE offrng..mbrshp..bridge..awana.. rwm..syc..bikes..cong..
 GREET  PRAISE  PRAY-persecutd./.politics..school..awana .
look past persnlties analyze policies-priorities / & vote Chr.values
=**RECORD**  J BIBLE MESSAGE= Intentional HCG

was able to work couple of days in vineyard recently & very rewarding =get to to eat grapes right
off the vine & hang out w.intrstng ppl...
=bt mostly lots lessons t.learn =want to ask resident expert PT few ??s
1- how U get big beautiful clump lk.this ? -variety, weather, soil, etc
2- are all the clumps this beautiful ?-mgmt,weather,pollination,birds
3- how U keep predators away ? -mgmt, pest control, nets etc
4- scripture - Jn15 vineyard, vinedresser, true vine, bearing fruit, etc
5- how can I get more grapes like this ? - come work in th vineyard
hmm OK interesting analogies return to in moment as we look at "intl HCG"...wonder how many
of U took time to complete your spiritual check-up survey in mailbox? like a crop consultant
assess a vineyard
-what did U think.? reactions..? revealng, challengng, encouragng, intimidatng, convictng, etc...
kinda how you feel after Drs appmnt ?
=spiritual checkup is good idea periodically to guage spiritual health.
just like regular drs checkup=use helpful tools to assess spiritual health
why? =when re-born by HS & become believer U're new creation...
& NOW u need to "grow up" into Christ to become more like Him.
Gal1:3-5..are some who trbl u& want to distort th one gospel of Christ
your reaction to th survey can tell U a lot about your spiritual health
=lets look today at five aspects of intentional healthy christian growth
1- “ Like Jesus ” ? = that's Ur GOAL...bcm like Him=desired outcome

maybe U like survey bcz U wanna be more lk J. =as Jn15 teaches this cluster only happens by
abiding in Vine & producing His fruit.. for believer in LJC..it is no longer I who live but Christ
who lives in me, Gal2:20..new creation in Christ, 2cor5:17.. predestind to be conformd to image
of th Son Rom8:29..have put on th new self wch is being renewd aftr th image of its creatr, Col
3:10.. growng up in evry way into Him who is th head, into Ch, Eph 4:15.. being transformed
into the same image of the Lord, for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit, 2cor3:18...
having given us new life in Christ, it is the ministry of the HS to make us more like Christ... do U
agree ?
diagnostic tool does 2 things - shows how far U've come & how far yet to go..healthy Chrstian
doesn't glory in your own holiness but in Christ & shows an increasing sensitivity to sin =good
thing. History teaches most revered saints of old thot of themselves not as every day in every way
I'm getting better & better but saw their need of their Savior... head of list apostle Paul who in
1cor15:9 called himself the least of the apostles.. in Eph3:8 least of all the saints.. in 1tim1:15
chief /foremost of sinners.. this is not a false humility it is just realistic thinking as you grow
closer to Christ you're more aware of your need for the Savior..
-OR maybe spiritual checkup survey was a yawn for you... maybe U're
#2-Lethargy? =wont rch goal thru laziness,self-righteous,complacncy
mebbe sufferng from self-righteousness. AWtozer puts it this way: "if we feel tht we are wht we
ought to be, thn we will remain what we are. We will not look for any change or improvement in
our lives. This will quite naturally lead us to judge everyone by what we are. This is the judgment
of which we must be careful. To judge others by ourselves is to create havoc in the local
assembly." ..if this is your attitude, U're basically saying, "I'm OK where I'm at so WE don't need
no survey"
what really means is don't anybody challenge where I'm at spiritually
That's the sin of self-righteousness, which Tozer says leads to the sin of spiritual complacency
=attitude Lord, I'm satisfied w.my spiritual condition. I hope one of these days U will come, I will
be taken up to meet U in th air & I will rule over 5 cities. Tzr sez ths ppl cannot rule ovr their
own houses & families, bt expect to rule over 5 cities. They pray spottily & sparsely, rarely
attndng prayer meetng, bt expect to go zoomng off into blue yonder & join Lord in triumph of
victorius saints
Can U agree lethargy isn't going to make U more like J? ..how, then?
2 apprchs quietism=LetGoLetGod-U dont do anythng bt false piety of extreme passive
dependency upon Lord that's really form of spiritual laziness. isnt going to make U more like J...
Conversely activism= GoFightWin won't work either, where U do everything in Ur own
strngth...extremes of these 2 heresies closely related to 2 more: L-L
3- “ Legalism ” ? you won't reach the goal thru rules & regulations
What a temptation! Just make a checklist of dos&donts & get religious about it...just like losing
weight= count calories & exercise & voila!
except it isn't quite tht simple is it...tht helps but not th whole story..
legalism adds mans laws to God's law as requirements for salvation.. Gal3:3 are U so foolish,
havng begun by th Sp. are U now being per-fected by th flesh -works of the Law?..Rom14:17 the
kingdom of God is not matter of eatng&drnkng but of righteousness-peace-joy in HS..
Christ has set us free but legalists try to put us in chains of dos-donts
instd we follow law of Christ -love God w.all being & neighbor as self
He sets us free to serve Him -God's word in our minds &HS in hearts
"rules w.o relationship results in rebellion"- legalism always backfires -ppl spend more time wht
can get away w.instead of learng to be holy. the survey & this resource & Bible & HS don't lead
you to legalism

rules & regulations are like nets for birds in a vineyard... kinda works
but predators get thru... tighten too much makes outside clusters easy pickns, like legalism...on
other hand, no net at all lets all predators in unfortunately some ppl opt for tht opposite extreme in their Chr life =
4-“License”? no goal, all grace so don't worry abt sin anti-nomianism
=theolog term for this approach..means no law..say under grace so no part of God's law applies
to Chrstn..choose to emphasize Script abt grace & ignore law & script like =Jn15 whoever
abides in Me will bear much fruit & if U keep My commands U will abide in My love
relatd to those who confuse Lordship of Christ..as tho U could
receive J.as Savior but not Lord..idea is U are saved but may never
be sanctified as tho that is optional.. but that is theolg. nonsense,
can distinguish L-S but when U receive J, he is BOTH S-&-L,
if U are saved, U will be changd by Him, =not optional, guaranteed=
Gal4:6 bcz U are sons God has sent th Spirit of his Son into our hearts
like legalists, licensers confuse justfctn w. sanctifctn..Just=by grace U-R saved thru faith & tht
not of Urselves it is th gift of God not of works Sanct=by grace thru works -for we are His
workmnshp, created in CJ for good works whch God creatd bfrhnd tht we shld do them. law.of.C
=nets provide protectn bt branches live in vine & vinedresser works.
int'l hlthy Chrst growth=all best parts LGLG, GFW, Law, freedom=
Result= Liberty in Christ...= Gal5:1 for freedom Christ has set us free
set free to serve Him as U trust & obey by His power w.in
#5- “ Living in the Spirit ” !!! trust & obey= the how of Christian life
trying to live a Christian life w.out the HS ="moralism"= can only try
do your best to do what God's Word commands in your own strngth
Gal5:18 walk by th Sp & U will not gratify desires of th flesh. if U are led by the Spirit U are not
under the Law.. bt th fruit of th Sprt is love,
joy,peace,patience,kindness,goodness,faithfulness,gentleness,selfcntrl =lk J. v25 If we live by the
Spirit let us also keep in step w. the Spirit
living in the Spirit is living in grace & truth according to law of Christ
with Jesus as Savior & Lord by the power of the Holy Spirit within..
He saves you, indwells you, transforms you according to His Word
so that you trust & obey & produce His fruit, becoming like Him...
and this process of sanctification takes your entire life on earth... gettng U ready for eternity
w.Him sharing in His glory forever. Amen!
so, what to do abt Ur survey results? how did Uscore? low, get busy, med, keep on keepng on,
high, be on guard for pride & complacency & temptation & persecution - all by HS power, keep
on keeping on...
how?= all wrapped up in this little booklet whch is really just a collection of Scriptures arranged
by topics to help U live with
intentional healthy Christian growth...
God @ work for both
=intentional= doing somethng abt it..both trust & obey../want-how to
=healthy= improving, absence of weakness, getting stronger,
=Christian= becoming more like Christ = goal of Christian life
=growth= makng progress in Ur character, not loggng hrs-yrs in pew but actually seeing Ur life
changed by Christ -like Him: Gal 6:7-8
spirit of God works th word of God so th people of God become like th Son of God...
encourgemnt-equippng - God points us to His grace in LJC and to His power thru HS...
=empowers process =trust & obey...

let's prayrfully use this resource tool w.your Bible by power of HS
 PRAY  RESPONSE ~ OFFERING..thx,coffee,rmblrs,Mmbrs
 BNDCTN~2TH1:11 -to this end we always pray for U that our God may make U worthy of His
callng & may fulfill evry resolve for good & evry work of faith by His power so that the name of
our LJ may be glorified in U and U in Him accrdng to th grace of our God & th LJC
In the name of the F-S-HS - go in His peace & His power -AMEN !

The Bible describes it as growing in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus, and bearing His fruit. How
does this happen? Here are three main ideas.
To be sanctified, you proactively grow up into Christ by His power within. John 15 says "abide in Me and
bear much fruit" and that's active, not passive, as the fruit draws its life force from the root.
In one sense, all believers have all of the Spirit, but He doesn't always have all of you. God says "trust"
and "obey." Believe what His Word says. Live it out. All by the power of His Spirit within. The good news even if your theology is faulty, His inward work in your soul comes outward as He bears His fruit in your
life. Intentionally depend on Him and do His Word - by His power. Then you grow, from root to fruit!
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TRUST AND OBEY ?
Remember our illustration, how the ministry of the Holy Spirit is like a box of glazed filled donuts? Like the
glaze, the Spirit baptizes when you become a believer, engulfing you with God's saving grace. Like the
filling, the Spirit expands into every nook and cranny, to empower all you think, say and do.
Jesus said in Luke 11:9-13 "ask and it will be given you, seek and you will find, knock and it will be
opened; how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him." Receiving
the Holy Spirit is a one-time event at the moment of conversion, the baptism of regeneration. The filling of
the Spirit is ongoing, as you trust and obey God's Word and live it out by His power within.
Being saved is "by grace through faith, the gift of God, not of works" as in Ephesians 2:8-9. Next comes
being sanctified, verse 10 "created in Christ for good works, that we should walk in them." Just like eating
a donut results in growth, so does the work of the Spirit. The Bible describes it as growing in grace and
knowledge of the Lord Jesus, and bearing His fruit. How does this happen? Here are three main ideas.
1- LET GO AND LET GOD. This approach is called "quietism." Philippians 1:6 says "God who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion" and verse 10 adds "filled with the fruit of righteousness."
Taken to an extreme, quietism says the way to become holy is to stop trying, which is fleshly and sinful.
Then you'll experience a higher or deeper life. Just contemplate. Rest in God, and He will do the rest.
But quietism can be a heresy, obsession with experience, what God does "to" you. Quietism confuses
being saved with being sanctified. To be saved, born again, you let go of everything else and trust only in
Jesus. To be sanctified, you proactively grow up into Christ by His power within. John 15 says "abide in
Me and bear much fruit" and that's active, not passive, as the fruit draws its life force from the root.
Some people complacently take the passive approach. They just go through the motions. Sometimes
they participate in church services or Bible studies. But they don't actively nourish their souls with God's
word, or actively engage in worship or witness or service to others. They sit and soak and sour. They're
not growing in Christ nor helping grow the Body of Christ. It's futility and complacency.
2- GO FIGHT WIN. The opposite of quietism is "activism." This extreme emphasizes action. The apostle
Paul uses Olympian language to describe the Christian life. Philippians 1:27 talks about "striving side by
side for the faith" and in 3:13 he says "straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God." Activism is like a coach ordering, "Go, fight, win!"
Activism says nothing will happen in your Christian life unless you make it happen. Keep busy for God.
But theologians say this can be a distortion in the other direction. It becomes obsession with performance,
or what God does "through" you. It becomes a heresy when it amounts to self-righteousness, trying to
obtain holiness through your own efforts. Paul describes this in Philippians 3:7 as rubbish.
Overt obsession with a so-called victorious Christian life or warrior personality can leave you frustrated
and impatient.Don't mistake lack of action for obedience, and don't mistake lots of action for obedience.
You won't learn to play piano by simply sitting by the keyboard, or simply banging on the keys. So, how?
3- TRUST & OBEY. The Biblical approach merges the best of both extremes. Sanctification is about God
changing you. You must stop depending on your flesh, and let go and let God. And stop being a slacker.
Trying to do God's work with either no work or just lots of frantic activity won't make you holy.
Philippians 2:12 says "work out your salvation, for God is at work in you both to will and to work" and 4:13
says "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." God gives both the want to and the how to.
That box of donuts you wanted? You had to go get it. But mis-interpreting scriptures about sanctification
leads to frustration or futility.Do nothing and you get nothing, then you come to expect nothing.
In one sense, all believers have all of the Spirit, but He doesn't always have all of you. God says "trust"
and "obey." Believe what His Word says. Live it out. All by the power of His Spirit within. The good news even if your theology is faulty, His inward work in your soul comes outward as He bears His fruit in your
life. Intentionally depend on Him and do His Word - by His power. Then you grow, from root to fruit!

Then you will both know and grow!
Even if your theology is faulty,
That's not how God works. He asks you to "trust" and "obey." Believe what His Word says. Live it out. By
the power of His Spirit within. Then you'll grow. Believers have all of the Holy Spirit, but He doesn't always
have all of you. The good news - even if you theology is wrong, His inward work in your soul comes
outward as He bears His fruit in your life.

perspective of dependence upon the Lord no matter circumstances...
=trust what God's word says, by HS... obey wht Gd's wrd sez, by HS;
step out in faith =all by power of HS
takes HS to sort out...like current in river= is it God or cult/w-f-d ?
zig-zag-zeke whn go one extreme to other.. HS=Gods leadng & powr
does it sound like walking a tightrope? one wrong step & you'll fall & mess up your
sanctification? There's good news... as U trust & obey...
=trust what God's word says, obey it, step out in faith by power of HS,
God v.gracious & generous...J.sez Jn15 =keep My commds &abide My love...I chose U &
appointd U tht U shld go & bear fruit & tht Ur fruit shld abide & so tht whtevr U ask th Fthr in
My name He may give it to U...as Luk11=ask Fthr for HS...as Phil 2:12-13 sez =God at work in
U
God does help U bcm more holy & U cannot do it w.o His power but it also does not happen if U
do not pursue holiness =SO trust & obey... ASK God to make U more like LJC thru th Sp power
& He will do it.. & we'll talk more about this ="Intentional Healthy Christian Growth"
if U blvr U have ALL of HS & even when He doesn't have all of U, goodnews -even if Ur
theology wrong, God at work - so work out Ur salv as you trust& obey =for God is at work in U,
for His good purps!

TO BE REVISED ?
INTENTIONAL HEALTHY CHRISTIAN GROWTH
Remember our illustration about the Holy Spirit, how His ministry is like a box of glazed filled donuts? The
Holy Spirit is like the glaze, baptizing or immersing the believer in God's saving grace. And the Holy Spirit
is like the filling, which expands into every nook and cranny, so that He influences all you do and say.
Jesus said in Luke 11:9-13 "ask and it will be given you, seek and you will find, knock and it will be
opened to you... how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him."
Receiving the Holy Spirit is a one-time event at the moment of conversion, the baptism of regeneration.
That's being saved " by grace through faith, the gift of God, not of works" as in Ephesians 2:8-9.
1- LIVING IT OUT. Next comes being sanctified, verse 10 "created in Christ for good works, that we
should walk in them." The filling of the Spirit is ongoing, as you trust and obey God's Word and live it out
by His power within. Just like eating a donut results in growth, so does the work of the Spirit in your life.
The Bible describes it as growing in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and bearing His fruit.
But how does this happen? Three major schools of thought explain how to experience the growth God
designed for you. We can describe them as "let go and let God" or "go-fight-win" or "trust and obey."
2- LET GO AND LET GOD. This approach is called "quietism." Philippians 1:6 says "God who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion" and verse 10 adds "filled with the fruit of righteousness."
Taken to an extreme, quietism says the way to become holy is to stop trying, which is fleshly and sinful.
Then you'll experience a higher or deeper life. Contemplate, rest in God, and He will do the rest.

But quietism can be a heresy, obsession with experience, what God does "to" you. Quietism confuses
being saved with being sanctified. To be saved, you let go of everything else and trust only in Jesus, to be
born again. To be sanctified you proactively grow up into Christ by His power within. John 15 says "abide
in Me and bear much fruit" but that's active, not passive, as the fruit draws its life force from the root.
Some Christians complacently take the passive approach. They just go through the motions. Maybe they
sometimes participate in church services or Bible studies, but they don't actively nourish their souls with
God's word, or actively engage in worship or witness or service to others. They sit and soak and sour.
They're not growing in Christ nor helping grow the Body of Christ. This becomes frustration and futility.
3- GO FIGHT WIN. The opposite of quetism is "activism." This extreme emphasizes action. The apostle
Paul uses Olympian language to describe the Christian life. Philippians 1:27 talks about "striving side by
side for the faith" and in 3:13 he says "straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." Activism is like a coach ordering, "Go, fight, win!"
Activism says nothing will happen in your Christian life unless you make it happen. Keep busy for God.
But theologians explain this as a distortion in the other direction. It becomes obsession with performance,
or what God does "through" you. It becomes a heresy when it amounts to self-righteousness, trying to
obtain holiness of your own efforts, but which Paul described as rubbish.
Overt obsession with a so-called victorious Christian life or a warrior personality can leave you frustrated
and impatient.Don't mistake lack of action for obedience, and don't mistake lots of action for obedience.
You won't learn to play piano by simply sitting down at the keyboard, or by banging on the keys. So, how?
4- TRUST & OBEY. The Biblical approach takes the best of both extremes. There are times you need to
stop depending on your flesh, and let go and let God. And you need to stop being a slacker. Sanctification
is all about changing you, but trying to God's work with your frantic activity won't make you holy.
Mis-interpreting God's Word regarding sanctification leads to frustration or complacency. Remember the
box of donuts you wanted? You had to go get it, right? Do onthing and you'll get nothing, then you come
to expect nothing. That's not how God works. He asks you to "trust" and "obey." Then you'll grow. By the
power of the Holy Spirit within you. His inward work in your soul comes outward as His fruit in your life.
MORE DELETED
If you would like to experience the glaze and filling of the Holy Spirit every day, how would it happen?
LIVING IT OUT - The filling of the Spirit is ongoing, as you trust and obey God's Word and live it out by
His power within. So think about what happens next. Just like eating a donut results in growth, so does
the work of the Spirit in the life of a believer. The Bible describes it as growing in grace and knowledge of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and bearing His fruit, as you trust and obey, abiding in Him as the true vine.
...Ephesians 2:8-10 says: by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God, not of works... but you are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works. This spells
out justification "by grace through faith" contrasted with sanctification "to do good works"
2- LET GO AND LET GOD. This approach is called "quietism." Philippians 1:6 says "God who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion" and verse 10 adds "filled with the fruit of righteousness." But
making this the operative principle of the Christian life says the way to become holy is to stop trying. Then
you'll experience a higher or deeper life. Just contemplate God, rest in God, and He will do it all.
...To be saved, believing in Jesus as Lord and Savior, its all about letting go of everything else you've
been hanging on to, as though you could earn your way to heaven. Let go of all that and let God save you,
so that you're born again. But in terms of being sanctified, growing up as a Christian and becoming more
like Jesus, the "let go and let God" of quietism or passivism is an exercise in frustration and futility.
... When Jesus says in Jn 15 "abide in Me and bear much fruit" that's not a passive activity. That's actively
drawing your spiritual life force from the root of your salvation so that you can bear His fruit. It doesn't
happen by default. That's why Jesus describes the vinedresser as pruning the branches that don't bear.
...To be saved, believing in Jesus as Lord and Savior, its all about letting go of everything else you've
been hanging on to, as though you could earn your way to heaven. Let go of all that and let God save you,
so that you're born again. But in terms of being sanctified, growing up as a Christian and becoming more
like Jesus, the "let go and let God" of quietism or passivism is an exercise in frustration and futility.

let's look at 1- "Let go & let God" ? is this what Scripture teaches? ctw Jn 15 whoever abides
in Me & I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. LGLG
misintrp scripture
to say U do nothng in sanctification, U do no works... God does it all...
"printer error".do nothng Uget nthng, God won't fix it..read-do dirctns
phil 1:6- "I am sure of this, tht God who began a good work in U will bring it to completn on th
day of JC...v10 =U will be pure & blameless for th day of Christ, filled w.fruit of righteousness
tht comes thru JC...
now these are precious promises =but proponents of LGLG misinterprt this as operative principle
for sanctificatn... that way to become holy is stop tryng, thn you'll experience "higher life"or
deeper life...to extreme "contemplative Christianity"... U rest & abide & wait & God does it all
does it sound good to U to just let God do all the work in sanctificatn ?
theolog call this "quietism"... or "passivism"... idea that any effort on your part would be in th
flesh & therefore sinful... so you must just LGLG... can even bcm a heresy...mis-interpretation of
God's Word...
if ths extr approach to sanctif.life =U bcm frustratd & complacnt
remember, the donuts didn't just come to U bcz U wanted them
=do nothing & U'll get nothing=then U come to expect nothing=
you'll decide the Christian life is all a tempest in a teapot, much ado about nothing... then you'll
just sit back relax and take it as it comes...
maybe U know Christians like that...just go thru motions, go to chrch,
but don't actively engage in worship or witness or service to others...
sit & soak & sour...not growing in Christ nor growing Body of Christ.
& some ppl don't participate in church at all = not what J.says is it...
even laidback persnalty U see futility of LGLG -so U choose door #2

21 AUG 2016 –Riverside Church–Rev.Grant Mangold *RECORD*
 CALL.TO.WORSHP=Hear th.Word of th.LORD - John 14-15:
Jesus said, If you love Me you will keep My commandments. And I will ask the Father & He
will give you the Spirit of truth... the HS...
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
I am th vine, you are th branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in Him, he it is who bears much
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing... By this is My father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit and so prove to be My disciples. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in
My love... that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be full.
May God bless the hearing & our heeding of His holy Word -Amen!
 ANNCE tdy- ..Islam? Ramblers? SYC.. ths.wk- Elders..=float trip..
 GREET  PRAISE  PRAY-persecutd..politics..school..awana ..
=**RECORD**  J BIBLE MESSAGE= ???s about the HS
a box of Casey's donuts... rmbr this illustration?? how th HS is like th glaze on casey's donuts...&
how HS is like filling inside...sounds good? Today, let's talk about how YOU can experience the
HS, every day...
we've talked lot abt HS these past weeks... 100s of minutes... if you did daily readngs you've
interacted with 100s of Bible passages... come to deeper understanding of reality of HS in your
life... but it all leads to a crucial question = how can U experience th HS every day in Ur life..?

like=do U want donuts coverd w.glaze & packed w.filling ?...anyone ? -how wld U get these
donuts?? =ASK=give to whovr asks &comes up =you've just illustrated how KdY closes his
booklet... Luke 11:9-13
I tell you, ask, & it will be given to you; seek, & you will find; knock, & it will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives, & the one who seeks finds, & to the one who knocks it will be
opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent;
or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the HS to those who
ask him!
KdY="Ur heavenly Father loves U more than U love your own family. We love to give nice
presents to our kids&grandkids. How much more then, does God delight in giving us good gifts?
So, go ahead & knock. Ask Him for th best gift of all. Ask Him for more of th HS presence in
your life. Ask God to fill your church with th Spirit’s power." Amen?!
KdY Wouldn’t U like more of Christ, more repentance, more godliness in your life? Wouldn’t
you like your church to be more loving, more faithful, more courageous, more honoring to God?
Wouldn’t you like a fuller fullness? ...All we have to do is ask. Jesus Himself promises a
favorable response. Ask for the Holy Spirit and He will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened
=Amen!=HS is at heart of our Christian experience from start to finish.
If not a belvr & U ask God for th HS, He comes thru trustng C as L-S.
U rcv HS whn rcv C as L-S =HS brings U to faith in Christ, enables U to live Christian life...will
see U thru until God takes U to heaven...
rmbr - HS God Himself giving new sp life to believer... as
God Fthr arranges salvation, God Son accomplishes salvation, &
God HS applies salvation to U as a believer.. th HS convicts U,
converts U, & conveys all blessngs of salvation to th believer...
HS brings U into spiritual union w.Christ =great theme of NT =paul 160x... & work of HS
transforms U to be more like Christ...Sp of God works th Word of God to make th ppl of God
more like th son of God
??is - how do U live in meantime? to experience blssngs of the HS...?
The theological answer from the Bible is simple - live it out... Would you agree? OK, but
how...how do you do that? How do you explain it?
How do you live out th Christian life by th power of th HS ?
eph2:8-9= root of salvtn, jstfctn..by grace U are savd thru faith, & tht not of Urselves it is th gift
of God not of works..v10=fruit of salvn...for we are His wrkmnshp, creatd in CJ for good works,
whch Gd prepard beforhnd, tht we shld walk in thm...v8-9=reborn, not Ur doing; v10 grwng up
inChr, trust-obey; v8-9 God workng in U... Jsaves...U rcv His grace by faith =all blssng of
salvatn conveyd to us by HS, nt wkrs v10=tht's U workng w.God,by HS in&thru... works not 2
be saved but bcz savd= livng out sanctfcatn,bng made holy, trnsfrmd more lk Chrst.
??=how do these works work? how do Uwork w.HS to do ths works?
2 common approaches "let go & let God" & other sez "go fight win"... probly U've read books or
heard speakers... which approach is right ?
let's look at 1- "Let go & let God" ? is this what Scripture teaches? ctw Jn 15 whoever abides
in Me & I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. LGLG
misintrp scripture
to say U do nothng in sanctification, U do no works... God does it all...
"printer error".do nothng Uget nthng, God won't fix it..read-do dirctns

phil 1:6- "I am sure of this, tht God who began a good work in U will bring it to completn on th
day of JC...v10 =U will be pure & blameless for th day of Christ, filled w.fruit of righteousness
tht comes thru JC...
now these are precious promises =but proponents of LGLG misinterprt this as operative principle
for sanctificatn... that way to become holy is stop tryng, thn you'll experience "higher life"or
deeper life...to extreme "contemplative Christianity"... U rest & abide & wait & God does it all
does it sound good to U to just let God do all the work in sanctificatn ?
theolog call this "quietism"... or "passivism"... idea that any effort on your part would be in th
flesh & therefore sinful... so you must just LGLG... can even bcm a heresy...mis-interpretation of
God's Word...
if ths extr approach to sanctif.life =U bcm frustratd & complacnt
remember, the donuts didn't just come to U bcz U wanted them
=do nothing & U'll get nothing=then U come to expect nothing=
you'll decide the Christian life is all a tempest in a teapot, much ado about nothing... then you'll
just sit back relax and take it as it comes...
maybe U know Christians like that...just go thru motions, go to chrch,
but don't actively engage in worship or witness or service to others...
sit & soak & sour...not growing in Christ nor growing Body of Christ.
& some ppl don't participate in church at all = not what J.says is it...
even laidback persnalty U see futility of LGLG -so U choose door #2
=2- "Go Fight Win" ? -is this what Scripture teaches abt sanctifcatn ?
phil 1:27 may I hear of U that U are standing firm in one spirit, w.one mind striving side by side
for th faith of th gospel...bcz its granted U to also suffer for His sake, engaged in the same
conflict that I have...
Phil 3:13 Olympian language = straining forward to what lies ahead I press on toward th goal
for th prize of th upward call of God in CJ.
="nothng will happn in Ur Chr life unless U make it happen"=
quietism or passivism don't work -so answer is "activism".?.. sorry,
theolgns say distortion in other direction... obsession w.performnce
& activity amounts to self-rightsnss, tryng to obtain holiness by
your own efforts...Phil 3 paul =all own efforts at rightnss as rubbish
if obsession w. so-called "victorious life" =U follow this approach & you'll become frustrated &
impatient... even if U warrior personality...
reality = are times U need to LGLG.. U tryng do all w.o God's wrk all frantic act. wont mk
hppn... &times U need to GFW -U slacker...
RMBR -sanctfcn all abt changing U... not others
dont mistake lack of act. for obed & dont mistake lots of act for obed...
learn piano? not if dont do anythng...nor not if don't lrn scales etc
either extr LG-GFW bcm op principle for Ur snctfctn=exrcse in futiliy
so neithr door #1 nor#2 has Biblical answr...how do U get th donuts?
=3- "Trust & obey"!!! =Biblical model for the experience of the HS
expressed in Phil 2:12-13...work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God
who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure... this is not LGLG or GFW
but "trust God & get going"... a life of dependence as you work out the power of the HS...
fear&trembling= worshipful obedience - servant response to master
=living out th new life of Christ w.in us by the power of th HS w.in us
Phil 4:13 - I can do all things thru Christ who strengthens me =SYC
perspective of dependence upon the Lord no matter circumstances...
=trust what God's word says, by HS... obey wht Gd's wrd sez, by HS;
step out in faith =all by power of HS

takes HS to sort out...like current in river= is it God or cult/w-f-d ?
zig-zag-zeke whn go one extreme to other.. HS=Gods leadng & powr
does it sound like walking a tightrope? one wrong step & you'll fall & mess up your
sanctification? There's good news... as U trust & obey...
=trust what God's word says, obey it, step out in faith by power of HS,
God v.gracious & generous...J.sez Jn15 =keep My commds &abide My love...I chose U &
appointd U tht U shld go & bear fruit & tht Ur fruit shld abide & so tht whtevr U ask th Fthr in
My name He may give it to U...as Luk11=ask Fthr for HS...as Phil 2:12-13 sez =God at work in
U
God does help U bcm more holy & U cannot do it w.o His power but it also does not happen if U
do not pursue holiness =SO trust & obey... ASK God to make U more like LJC thru th Sp power
& He will do it.. & we'll talk more about this ="Intentional Healthy Christian Growth"
if U blvr U have ALL of HS & even when He doesn't have all of U, goodnews -even if Ur
theology wrong, God at work - so work out Ur salv as you trust& obey =for God is at work in U,
for His good purps!
 PRAY  RESPONSE ~ OFFERING..thanks,coffee,ramblrs,Islam
 BNDCTN~2THSS1:11 To this end we always pray for U..tht our God may make U worthy of
His callng.& may fulfill every resolve for good & every work of faith..by His pwr.. so tht th
name of our LJ may be glorified in U & U in Him, accrdng to th grace of our God & th LJC In the name of the F-S-HS - go in His peace & His power -AMEN !
WORKMANSHIP - Ephesians 2:8-9 "by grace through faith" is the ROOT of our salvation = our justification... and verse 10 "for good works" is the
FRUIT of our salvation, our sanctification. You are not saved by your good works, but your good works FOLLOW your faith, as a result of your
salvation. Here's the whole passage: "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result
of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them." Then Ephesians 3:22 says "In Him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit." By the Holy Spirit
we are re-born into new life in Christ, and then we grow up into Him. By the power of the Holy Spirit we are being sanctified, being made holy, more
and more like Christ, as the Holy Spirit conveys to us all the blessings of salvation. Trust and obey, as you walk in the Spirit, working out all His good
works in and through you!
BEAR FRUIT - in John 15 Jesus teaches us how He is the vine and we are the branches. Just as a plant can bear no fruit without root, so it is with us.
Jesus is the root of our salvation. We trust completely in Him and His work on the cross to save us. The fruit of our salvation is the result of trusting Him,
the root. We bear fruit in our lives because our root is in Him.

C- is for COMMANDED = be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5 shows how when you're filled with
the Holy Spirit, you express positive and uplifting speech, in keeping with the light of the Gospel. This
includes worship, thankfulness, and right relationships - not empty and unfruitful words and deeds of
darkness. Verse 18 issues an imperative command, "do not be drunk, but be filled with the Spirit."
You are to be controlled by the Spirit, not the flesh. "I might be under the alcofluence of incohol" said the
guy pulled over by the patrolman. When you give in to default desires of the flesh, you're not living in the
Spirit. Galatians 5:16-26 spells out the difference. If you're not controlled by the Holy Spirit, you're living in
the flesh. This leads to grieving, quenching, resisting the Spirit - and deeds of the flesh.
You receive the Holy Spirit when you become a Christian. All believers have all of the Spirit. But in a
practical sense, He doesn't always have all of you. Being filled is like air in a balloon or filling in a donut,
expanding into every nook and cranny. You talk the walk and walk the talk of a believer - by His power.
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GUARANTEE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Got personal security? For your electronic identity or personal property? You've seen those ads that
promise to protect you from bad news. The good news is, God has you covered, eternally. As a believer
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, your personal identity has become identified with Christ Himself. It's
all through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, in His person, presence, purpose, and power. Guaranteed.
2 Corinthians 1:20-22 says "all the promises of God find their Yes in Christ Jesus. That is why through
Him we utter our Amen to God for His glory. And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has
anointed us, and who has also put His seal on us and given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee."
The Holy Spirit is God's personal guarantee that He will keep all His covenant to you, in Christ.
1- PROPERTY. God gives the Holy Spirit as His promise to you as His personal property and possession.
Kings of old pressed a ring into hot wax, putting their "seal" on official documents, to signify authenticity
and authority of the crown. Herod put his seal on Christ's tomb. The state seal on a gas pump certifies the
accuracy of its metering system. The seal of a notary public credentials a legal document.
God's seal is the Holy Spirit, put on and in the believer. He anoints you not with oil but with His own Spirit,
immersing you for His divine calling and empowerment. John 6:27 says God the Father has put his seal
on God the Son. Ephesians 1:13 says God has put His seal on those who believe in God the Son. You
receive His Spirit when you believe, and He applies all the blessings of Christ to you.
Matthew 28:18 says all divine authority has been given to Jesus. In Acts 1:8 Jesus says believers will be
His witnesses by His power within them, by the Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 5:18 says believers are new
creations in Christ who become His personal envoys, as God proclaims His message through them. And
1 Peter 1:9 says God marks believers as His own possession, so that they proclaim His excellencies. You
belong to Him. The Holy Spirit identifies you as a disciple of Christ, with His power to witness for Him.
2- PREPAYMENT. The Holy Spirit is also your guarantee. It's a financial word for an earnest deposit. The
presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the believer is a prepayment that promises the whole blessing
will be fulfilled. Our salvation has begun, is progressing, and its completion is guaranteed. At the feast of
Pentecost, the "firstfruits" of the harvest were offered, and that's when God chose to give His Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 1 says through Christ believers have obtained an eternal heavenly inheritance. The Holy Spirit
is God's seal and guarantee that we will possess it all. We are guaranteed the riches of His glorious
inheritance in the saints. Colossians 1:12 says Christ has qualified us to share in this inheritance in His
kingdom. 2 Corinthians 5:5 says the Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our future heavenly dwelling.
Romans 8 says that through the Holy Spirit we will realize our eternal heavenly life, when we receive the
inheritance of our adoption as God's children. That's the "redemption of our bodies," being resurrected to
eternal life, conformed to the image of His Son. It's predetermined to happen, just as God says. And we
already have the prepayment. The Holy Spirit is the firstfruits of what will come.
3- PROTECTION. The Holy Spirit is the pledge that all He represents is surely coming. And you are safe
in Christ until all is completed. 1 Peter 1 reminds we are born again to the living hope of our imperishable
inheritance, "kept in heaven for you who by God's power are being kept through faith." You are guarded
and protected by the Holy Spirit until salvation is complete. That's why you can rejoice through trials.
He echoes this in 2 Peter 4. Persecution for bearing the name of Christ shows that you are blessed,
"because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you." You are protected and you will persevere. And in
Revelation 7:3 the "seal of God" is placed on the foreheads of the servants of God, who are protected
from the wrath of God being poured out on the earth. It's an echo of Romans 8. Nothing can separate us
from the love of Christ. Whatever happens, we are "more than conquerors." It's God's promise!
Your new identity in Christ carries God's personal seal of security, the Holy Spirit. You are His personal
possession. The Holy Spirit is the prepayment of your predestined eternal blessings. You are protected
by Him, so that you will persevere to fulfill His purpose, and inherit all He promises. Guaranteed by God!
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GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
People are amazing creations. Think of the different skills, talents, and interests of those around you.
It takes the unique contributions of everyone working together to make a thriving business, organization,
or family. Same is true for the church. And God gives "spiritual gifts" for its unity and growth.
Following the easy-to-grasp metaphor of "members" of the one "body" of Christ which is the church,
1 Corinthians 12 continues the theme of "koinonia" community from chapter 11. The Holy Spirit indwells
every believer to bring them into "union with Christ" both individually and corporately. And by the Spirit,
each person uses their spiritual gifts to glorify the Lord, build up His "body," and serve one another.
1- Whoever has the Holy Spirit has a SPIRITUAL gift. In 1 Corinthians 1:4 the apostle Paul writes,
"I give thanks for you, because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus...so you are not
lacking in any spiritual gift." Grace in Greek is "charis" and the word behind spiritual gift is "charisma."
Basically it means "grace-gift." It's given by God, not earned. It's a divine operation emphasizing an end
result accomplishing God's purposes. Examples are listed in 1 Peter 4, Romans 12, Ephesians 4, and
1 Corinthians 12. The gifts include apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers, miracles, healing,
helping, administering, tongues, interpreting, faith, mercy, etc. Koinonia is always key.
Some lead, some help, all serve. The apostle explains various gifts as the work of the one Holy Spirit,
apportioned to individuals as He wills, as "the same God empowers them all in everyone." The focus is
not you or your gifts, but you using your gifts for the good of the whole church. 1 Peter 4:10 says, "As
each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, by the strength God supplies, so that in everything
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ." Our focus is never to be on the Spirit, but on Jesus.
2- How does using your spiritual gift GLORIFY Christ? Gifts of the Spirit can be counterfeit. That's
why John says test the spirits. Jesus says examine the fruit. Paul says "I will show you a still more
excellent way" which is magnificently expressed in chapter 13. "Love" is the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22) and in all its expressions, love reflects and magnifies the character and attributes of Jesus.
Chapter 13 beautifully portrays what it looks like to use your spiritual gifts in the power of the Spirit: in love,
producing "fruit that endures" because Jesus said the Holy Spirit "will glorify Me" (John 15:8-10, 16:14).
Ephesians 4 echoes, "for the buildng up of the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith...
when each part is working properly...makes the body grow up in love." Romans 12 agrees. As different
members of the same body, all believers have gifts, but not the same gifts. However, we are all
commanded and empowered to express the same fruit of the Holy Spirit, to glorify Christ.
3- How does your spiritual gift BUILD UP the body of Christ? Chapter 14 discusses "speaking gifts"
in the church, with major emphasis on koinonia community, and building up the body through spiritual
gifts. For zealous Corinthians and for us, verse 12 is key: "since you are eager for manifestations of the
Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church." The Spirit empowers your gifts for God's purposes.
Sadly, some people are more interested in external than internal. They would rather display esoteric
demonstrations of spiritual phenomena, than simply use their gifts to serve others. The apostle speaks
directly to this: we are not to be enamored with ecstatic experience, we are to excel in serving. "Strive to
excel in building up the church." This also speaks to anyone confused, negative, or negligent about the
gifts. He says "earnestly desire spiritual gifts," especially prophesying, which does not mean "fore-telling"
but rather "forth-telling " God's Word. He says, "one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding,
encouragement, consolation" and "builds up the church." Serve the Savior, not self.
God intends spiritual gifts for the unity and edification of His church. But some become divisive. If your
use of spiritual gifts detracts from Christ, or glorifies self, how is the Holy Spirit in that? He gives gifts so
you give them back to the church, to glorify Christ, and build up His body. Strive to excel in this!
Paul says, "do not be children in your thinking" (v20), not selfish, but mature. He says "let all things be
done for building up" (v26) and gives explicit instructions for using spiritual gifts, "for God is not a God of
confusion but of peace" (v33). God grows unity, not division. "Let all things be done decently and in order"
(v40). Not with confusion but peace. By the Spirit's power. To the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ!
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911 CALL FOR YOU ?
In the rubble of the Twin Towers after the Islamic terrorist attack of 9-11-2001, was found a Bible page
fused to a chunk of steel. It is now in the National September 11 Memorial Museum in New York City. The
page contains words from the end of Matthew 7. It's a national "911 call" for America, and for YOU.
Jesus said, “Everyone then who hears these words of Mine and does them will be like a wise man who
built his house on the rock. And the rain fell and the floods came and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words
of Mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand... and great was
the fall of it.” When Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at His teachng, for He was
teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. - Matthew 7:24-29.
Other teachers debated endlessly with one another. But Jesus taught with His personal Divine authority:
you have heard thus and so, but "I" say to you - the TRUTH, from God's mouth to your ears and heart. In
this media age, we have a myriad of people telling us what to think and what to do. Surveys show most
people today believe there is no "truth," only opinion. But, did God send us a message on 9/11/2001?
9/11 PRAYERS - Perhaps your church commemorated "9/11" this past Sunday, both the tragic loss of life
and the amazing heroism of ordinary Americans. Thousands of churches used resources from the Family
Research Council (www.FRC.org) which encouraged three things. First, pray for first responders and
military troops and their sacrifices, for God's protection on them as they protect the rest of us;
Second, participate in the upcoming elections. FRC says, "To fail to vote is to dishonor the sacrifices of
those who gave their lives on 9/11 and those who have given their lives for our freedom. Evaluate the
candidates on national security and Islamic terrorism." (Note: Islamists attack on September 11 because
of numerous significant defeats that day in history). "If candidates cannot even identify and verbalize the
ideology that drives 100% of the terrorist acts, then do they deserve our vote? The least we can do is
register to vote and vote our Biblical values. We should resolve we are not going to sit out this election."
Third, promote the spirit of 9/11. FRC says, "Remember the immediate aftermath of 9/11? How unified we
were? The entire Congress, Republican and Democrat, standing on the steps of the Capitol, sang 'God
Bless America' For a few weeks, there were no Republicans or Democrats, no Black or White, Asian or
Hispanic. There were only Americans. What will it take to get us to that place again? Another disaster?
Another attack? Or a determined effort on our part to mend the fences, cross the bridges, go the extra
mile to find common ground. There is more that unites us than divides us. Let’s renew that spirit!"
HEAR AND DO? The storm clouds threatening America rumble to the very core of our national soul. But
people have been taught that government is our savior. False. No government and no candidate will save
us. God established government because people are sinful and need structure to live by His truth. Our
Founding Fathers knew that. The responsible civic duty of a Christian is to be informed, and vote. There
will never be a perfect candidate. You must vote, then hold government accountable to your vote.
So many voices, just as in Jesus' day. In the preceding verses in Matthew 7 Jesus warned about false
prophets, ravenous wolves in sheep's clothing. He warned about recognizing a tree by its fruits. Grapes
don't come from thornbushes. He said, "not everyone who says to Me 'Lord, Lord' will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven." Works follow faith.
Jesus doesn't just tell you what to do. He gives the Holy Spirit. He gives spiritual life to those who believe
in Jesus as Lord and Savior. And He gives spiritual understanding, and spiritual power. God enables
believers to understand His Word, and He empowers you to live it out - to hear them and do them.
ROCK OR SAND? That's the question for you today. Are you building your life on the rock of God's truth,
or the sand of man's opinions? Is rain falling in your life? Floods rising? Winds blowing? Rock or sand,
which do you think will survive? Jesus said, “Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does them."
Make a 911 call to Jesus today. Make His Word the final authority in your life. Trust Him, obey Him, build
your life on His Word. Only God's truth can correct the divide and unrest in your soul, and our nation.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.09.08

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN COMMUNION
Holy Communion. Lord's Supper. Eucharist. This profound sacred activity speaks of a believer's spiritual
union with Christ - and thereby union with all other believers in Christ, today, yesterday and tomorrow.
Union with Christ is arranged by the Father, accomplished by the Son, and applied by the Holy Spirit.
Believers are brought into union with Christ by the Holy Spirit, at the moment of spiritual re-birth: "for in
one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body" (1 Cor 12:13). Spirit baptism is a one-time inward spiritual
reality, which is pictured by physical outward "water baptism" which demonstrates personal identification
in the death, burial and resurrection of Christ (Romans 6). But "communion" is a recurring activity.
1- Communion commemorates UNION with Christ. Using tangible common elements, bread and wine,
this "sacred supper" was instituted by Christ Himself before His crucifixion, in the context of a Passover
meal with His disciples (Matthew 26:26 etal). Churches understand the elements either as transforming
into Christ's body (Roman Catholics), or as Christ physically present with the elements (Lutherans), or
spiritually present (Calvinists), or as symbols of Christ's body and blood (Zwingli).
Communion demonstrates the community of believers - because of their real spiritual union with Christ.
A key word in understanding the Lord's Supper is "koinonia," variously translated from the Greek as
communion, fellowship, participation, sharing, etc. Scripture says believers are in koinonia with Christ
(1 Cor 1:9); the Holy Spirit (2 Cori 13:14), with God, and one another (1 John 1:3-7).
2- "This bread is My BODY, given for you." In 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 the apostle Paul provides the
words often used in observing the Lord's Supper: "for I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when He was betrayed took bread, and when He had given thanks He
broke it, and said, This is My body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me."
This recalls the sacrifice of the Passover lamb, fulfilled by Christ Himself, who "through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without blemish to God, to secure our eternal redemption" (Hebrews 9:14). Note the unity
of mind and action of all three persons of the Triune God, commemorated in Communion.
This is echoed in John 6, where Jesus presents Himself as the "Bread of Life" and says whoever partakes
of Him "abides in Me and I in him." The emphasis is faith, not food. The apostle Paul says in 1 Cor 10:16,
"The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break,
is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body,
for we all partake of the one bread." The key is koinonia, our oneness in Christ.
3- "This cup is My BLOOD of the New Covenant." Jesus' words recall Old Testament pictures. Moses
sprinkled with blood the Book of the Covenant, the people, and the sacrifice, saying "the blood of the
covenant God has commanded for you" (Exodus 24:8 and Hebrews 9:18-28). "For without the shedding
of blood there is no forgiveness of sins." The tabernacle and temple sacrifices were "copies of heavenly
things" - object lessons of what was TO BE accomplished by the promised Messiah.
But those heavenly things are NOW accomplished, since Jesus has come and offered Himself "once for
all" to pay for sin. So our observance of Communion also illustrates Jesus Himself as the final fulfillment
of the promised New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31), along with His giving of the Holy Spirit (Ezek 36:26).
4- "You do this in REMEMBRANCE of Me, until I come." The Lord's Supper is also a prelude to the
coming "marriage supper of the Lamb" (Revelation 19). But only those in union with Christ live forever
with Him. That's why 1 Corinthians 11:27 warns you to "examine yourself" and "discern the body" and
not "profane the body and blood of the Lord" when you participate. Communion is only for believers.
Rituals do not save. Do not participate if you do not trust in Christ alone, in repentance and faith.
In Communion, the "community of believers" rejoice in tangible expression of salvation. It articulates past
tense truth of Christ's payment for our sin with His body and blood, present tense truth of union with Him,
and future tense truth of eternal blessing in His presence. In all this, the Holy Spirit communicates our
understanding and experience of divine koinonia. As 2 Cor 13:14 says, "The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all." Enjoy!
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FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Is that box of donuts we talked about last week all gone? You may want another to personally understand
the depth of today's topic. Recall how the donut glaze illustrates the "baptism" of the Holy Spirit. At the
moment of salvation He immerses believers with God's grace, bringing spiritual life to dead sinners.
The Holy Spirit doesn't just wash over you, He indwells you - like the filling inside a donut. The Spirit
engulfs believers both inside and out. Different aspects of the one Spirit. "Baptism" is an unrepeatable
one-time experience when a believer is born again. But "filling" is repeatable and ongoing, as a believer
experiences the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Lets look at some "ABCs" of this filling.
A- is for ALL = filling of the Spirit is for all believers. John 7:37 says "if anyone thirsts let him come to
Me and drink. Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 'out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water.' Now this He said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive." 1 Corinthians
12:13 echoes "for in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body; all were made to drink of one Spirit."
Old Testament giving of the Spirit was unusual, specific, and connected with prophecy. But God promised
His Spirit would indwell all of His people, to know and do His Word. On the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2,
Jesus' disciples "were all filled with the Holy Spirit" and people from every nation heard them speaking in
their own language. Verse 39 says the gift of the Spirit "is for all whom the Lord our God calls to Himself."
And in Scripture, the filling of the Spirit involves bearing witness to the truth about Jesus. That's what He
promised in John 14-16, Acts 1:5,8. Throughout the book of Acts, the equipping of the Holy Spirit fills
believers with boldness, courage, wisdom, faith, and joy, as they proclaim God's Word with power. In
contrast, nuances of resisting, quenching, grieving help us better understand the filling of the Spirit.
B- is for BEWARE = beware disobedience regarding the Holy Spirit. Epheisans 4:30 says "do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption." This quotes Isaiah
63:10 about rebelling and resisting God. In context, Ephesians 4 says the Holy Spirit empowers your new
self in Christ, so put off the old self - and lying, anger, bitterness, wrath, clamor, slander, malice, impurity,
corrupting talk and sensuality. Instead, speak good things that build up others in every occasion.
1 Thessalonians 5:19 says "do not quench the Spirit." It's a picture of extinguishing a flame. The Holy
Spirit illumines God's Word, and He spoke through the prophets and apostles as the Bible was being
written. Today, His ministry enables you to compare God's Word to what is said, in print, on radio, TV,
internet, etc - like the Berean believers in Acts 17:11, using Scripture as the yardstick for truth.
In Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit. In Acts 6-7, Stephen was full of the Spirit, grace,
and power. As he preached before being stoned to death, he wove together several Old Testament
quotes about how the people "always resist the Holy Spirit," stopping the proclamation of God's truth.
What about you? Do you resist reading the Bible, or listening to it preached in church or via media?
C- is for COMMANDED = be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5 shows how when you're filled with
the Holy Spirit, you express positive and uplifting speech, in keeping with the light of the Gospel. This
includes worship, thankfulness, and right relationships - not empty and unfruitful words and deeds of
darkness. Verse 18 issues an imperative command, "do not be drunk, but be filled with the Spirit."
You are to be controlled by the Spirit, not the flesh. "I might be under the alcofluence of incohol" said the
guy pulled over by the patrolman. When you give in to default desires of the flesh, you're not living in the
Spirit. Galatians 5:16-26 spells out the difference. If you're not controlled by the Holy Spirit, you're living in
the flesh. This leads to grieving, quenching, resisting the Spirit - and deeds of the flesh.
You receive the Holy Spirit when you become a Christian. All believers have all of the Spirit. But in a
practical sense, He doesn't always have all of you. Being filled is like air in a balloon or filling in a donut,
expanding into every nook and cranny. You talk the walk and walk the talk of a believer - by His power.
There's no command to seek Spirit baptism or ecstatic experiences. But you are charged to be filled with
the Spirit. Trust and obey - and you will glorify Christ, moment by moment in thought, word and deed.

??? HOW MUCH OF THIS HAS BEEN USED ???
And He guides believers to understand and obey it, living it out by His power.
by the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds and wills as we engage the Word of God.
Ask youself: how does what I believe, how I live and what I do - how does this truly glorify Christ? Only as
you engage God's Word through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, will God declare and guide you into His
truth. Then you can live it out by His power, the Holy Spirit, to the everlasting glory of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
engage - heart mind will etc
3- The Holy Spirit EMPOWERS God's truth to transform your life. The Bible is the Spirit's book, which
transforms your thinking and your living. Truth changes your beliefs, which change your behavior. "The
Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God become like the Son of God" is an operative
principle of the Christian life. It's the how and why of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to believers.
As light overcomes darkness, so the Holy Spirit indwells believers, guiding you into God's truth through
His written Word. He enables you to comprehend it and to put it into action in your life.
Ask youself: how does what I believe, how I live and what I do - how does this truly glorify Christ? Only as
you engage God's Word through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, will God declare and guide you into His
truth. Then you can live it out by His power, to the everlasting glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.
How do you know what God wants you to do? In what you believe, in how you live? How do you know
you do what God wants? What if you're wrong? Before His ascension, the disciples of Jesus would simply
have asked Him. And this points to the great reason He gives the Holy Spirit to every believer.
We saw last time how the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus in all that He does, particularly in declaring the truth
about Jesus, as directed by the one true Triune God. He supernaturally guided the apostles to finish
writing the Bible. And He guides believers to understand and obey it, living it out by His power.
In John 16:13 Jesus says, "When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He
will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak. He will glorify Me." Let's
consider three key points about the guidance of the Holy Spirit in your daily life.

1 Corinthians 2:12 tells believers, "We have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God." because they are spiritually discerned.
He spoke directly through the prophets and apostles in the writing of God's Word. We receive that truth
derivatively by the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds and wills as we engage the Word of
God.
And this points to the great purpose of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Ask yourself: how does what I believe & how I live & what I do - how does all this truly "glorify Christ" ??
Only as you engage God's Word thr ministry of the HS will God declare & guide you into His truth, then
you live it out by His power, to th everlasting glory of the LJC
3- The Holy Spirit ENABLES believers so truth transforms your life. The Bible is the Spirit's book,
The Bible is the Spirit's book.
...the Holy Spirit wrote the Bible FOR you but not TO you.
scrpt rdgs & more in resrce th HS-dYng, how Jn 16:13-15 applies to US =directly to the apostles, then
derivatively to us by the work of the HS in our hearts-minds-wills as we engage the Word of God = the
truth th HS led disciples to understand & write down, for our benefit...
Scripture is written in history TO others & FOR you & your applictn
as 1cor10:11 these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our
instruction. so LJC promises the HS will "take what is Mine" & declare it to apostles so its enscripturated

for all posterity to know who Jesus is & what He's done & glorify Him - as people come to personal faith in
Christ & he is glorified in your lives
th Bible is the Spirit's book & this is the primary way in which God speaks to His people today...=th
yardstick of God's truth, written down
talk about 1 jn 4 - "test the spirits" and etc... review inspiration & illumination
fulfillment of wht J.points to here in Jn16 is completion of the NT... = ministry of the HS in
enscripturating th truth tht J.communicated, so that as the apostles wrote or oversaw the writing of
gospels & epistles, the HS superintended in the same way He did in the writing of the OT, as 2pet 1:21
puts it - no Scripture was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the HS
& 2tim3:16 puts it -all Script is breathed out by God -HS breath of Gd
tht's inspiration of Script J.refers to in Jn16... as God oversees ordinary human beings writing w.their
personality & experiences as God makes sure what they write is what He wants written down..= God's
Word
how you can discern God's voice
John wrote his words, like the rest of Scripture, for his immediate audience.
That's why its so important to note both context and content in the Bible, who it was written to, how they
understood it, and how it applies to me today.
The apostles received direct revelation of God's Word. The Holy Spirit superintended what they wrote and
what they spoke, so that God's Word would be written down in the Bible, to be communicated as God's
truth for all people in all places and in all times. The fulfillment of Jesus' words comes with the completion
of the New Testament, as the Holy Spirit guided the writers through the influence of the apostles. We
receive their written-down words as the Word of God as we read our own copy of the Scriptures.
??? He is the divine author, writing what is true for all people in all places and in all times.
Then He "transforms" the reader by the truth of God, through the power of God - the Holy Spirit within you.
Jesus was glorified in His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. He sends the Holy Spirit so that Jesus
is glorified in the lives of His disciples - "making Him real and glorious to us, moment by moment."
USE THIS = next time = The Bible is God's truth for all people in all times and in all places, because He is
the divine author - writing down what He wants you to know.

apostles received direct revelation from God by th HS...so what they spoke & wrote was God's
Word...& WE receive their written word as the Word of God, in our own copy of Scripture,
communicated by HS
illumination (not revelation)
John 16:15 says, "The Spirit of truth will And in John 17:17 Jesus
HS guides US to understand and apply what the apostles wrote
tahru our own copy of the Scriptrues
know JC who is the truth - and know His commands & his character - and become like Him...
by the HS power..
operative principle - the Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God become like the Son of
God.

jiPacker "HS will glorify J" =basic frame of reference to understand all of ministry of HS =as
J.glorified in cross, raised, &now reigng in Hvn..thn HS comes so J.is glorified in us His saints
thru ministry HS that's HOW this relates to your daily life & decisions...? = theolgns=
HS makes glorification of Christ, our crucified, risen, reigning Savior - real and glorious to us
moment by moment...

Note the "you" in John 16 is not you reading this words today.
Jesus spoke to His first-century disciples. John wrote down the words, like the rest of Scripture, for his
immediate audience. The Bible is not written TO you but it is written FOR you. That's why its so important
to note both context and content in the Bible, who it was written to, how they understood it, and how it
applies to me today.
inspiration

jiPacker "HS will glorify J" =basic frame of reference to understand all of ministry of HS =as
J.glorified in cross, raised, &now reigng in Hvn..thn HS comes so J.is glorified in us His saints
thru ministry HS that's HOW this relates to your daily life & decisions...? = theolgns=
HS makes glorification of Christ, our crucified, risen, reigning Savior - real and glorious to us
moment by moment...
J.glorified in cross, raised, &now reigng in Hvn..thn HS comes so J.is glorified in us His saints
thru ministry HS that's HOW this relates to your daily life & decisions...? = theolgns=
HS makes glorification of Christ, our crucified, risen, reigning Savior - real and glorious to us
moment by moment...
KdYng All Truth not who to marry or what job to take or DNA or universe =Spirit of God glorifies Jesus,
declares th truth abt Jesus, & guides believers into that truth - not the lies of the world,flesh-devil..
evn today many false spirits & false teachrs claim to speak God's word
-how can U know? -compare what they say & do to the truth of Bible !
what do U do w. thots in Ur mind or voice or inclinations to do this-tht
God th HS never tells you to do something that goes against the clear testimony of His already-written
down Word = His revealed will...
HS will never tell you to sin, no matter how you want to rationalize your behavior, the HS will never lead a
Christian to worship idols, to blaspheme God's name, to break the Sabbath, to dishonor your parents, to
murder, incl abortn, euthansia...to commit adultery or pornography or any immoraility, to steal, to bear
false witness, or covet, incl ipad or internet or amazon addictn, food or drug addctns, list goes on & on
bcz this goes against chrctr of God in whose image U being re-creatd
HS always gives U way out of temptation - accrdng to truth & pwr = 1 cor 10:11
when you say God arranged this-n-that in your life for your blessing
it had better be in line with God's word or it wasn't God who did it -so you are only rationalizing your sinful
behavior... but God not mocked.
HS speaks only what He hears from God,
his mission is to glorify LJC
J.who is Truth.. HS won't guide U to diffrnt "truth" thn body of Chrst U're not God nor an apostle nor
instant expert = no new revealed truth coming to anyone tht in any way cld overshadow written word of
God

He spoke directly through the prophets and apostles in the writing of God's Word. We receive that truth
derivatively by the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds and wills as we engage the Word of
God.
The Holy Spirit wrote the Bible FOR you but not TO you. He spoke to and through ancient peoples, in real
history and real lives. As 1 Corinthians 10:11 says, "these things happened to them as an example, but
they were written down for our instruction." He is the divine author who communicates eternal truth,
writing what is true for all peoples in all places and all times.
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GLAZED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
Did you know that a box of donuts makes a compelling object lesson about the Holy Spirit? Not just any
donuts, but glazed filled donuts. They illustrate the baptism of the Spirit and the filling of the Spirit. Hmm.
You might just have to visit your local bakery to personally dig into this suggestion!
In an insightful illustration, theologian Kevin DeYoung says a "wonderful waterfall of glaze" pours over
every glazed donut. Like the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the infusing glaze covers and completes the
goodness of the doughy delight. The Holy Spirit comes in a supernatural immersion that brings spiritual
life to spiritually dead sinners, so they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, awash in all His blessings.
1- BAPTIZED - "For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body of Christ," 1 Corinthians 12:13. "He
saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly
through Jesus," Titus 3:5. All who "were baptized into Christ have put on Christ," Galatians 3:27.
In John 1:33, John the Baptizer said he baptized with water, but Christ would baptize with the Holy Spirit.
In John 3:5, Jesus told Nicodemus, "you must be born again from above by the Spirit." Our English word
baptize is a transliteration of the Greek "baptizo" which means to dip or immerse. Water symbolizes what
the Holy Spirit does in the washing of regeneration. Whether immersed or sprinkled, most evangelical
scholars today would say the message of water baptism transcends the mode.
In John 14:17 Jesus told His disciples the Spirit of truth is "with you and will be in you." In Acts 1:5, He
said to wait for the promise of the Father, when "you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit" and by His
power, be His witnesses. By the coming of the Spirit in Acts 2:16 and 11:16, Jesus fulfills His promise.
And as the church grows, the Spirit births new believers in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and "to the end of
the earth." The coming of the Spirit also brought spiritual gifts, which we'll address in a later column.
As theologian John Stott says, "Spirit baptism is a distinctive blessing (realized only in the new covenant);
an intial blessing (given at conversion), and a universal blessing (poured out on every genuine believer)."
And as the Holy Spirit applies all the blessings of salvation, the believer is brought into "union with Christ,"
a major theme of Romans 6 - and written about more than 160 times by the apostle Paul.
2- ADOPTED - Rebirth by the Spirit brings new spiritual life and new relationship with God. His presence
in the believer is definable and transforming, marking out those who are saved. John 1:12 says "to all who
did receive Jesus, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, who were
born of God." Galatians 3:26 says the "sons of God, through faith" were all "baptized into Christ" and
"have put on Christ." Galatians 4:5 says, "so that we might receive adoption as sons. And God has sent
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying 'Abba, Father'." He's the guarantee of our inheritance.
The "Spirit of adoption" makes believers the children of God, and also gives the assurance of salvation.
Romans 8:15 says "you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry 'Abba, Father'. The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and heirs with Christ." Baptism in
water is an outward picture of regeneration and the new inward reality belonging to children of God. And
with that new birth the Holy Spirit gives the believer a self-awareness of new spiritual life in Christ.
3- INDWELLED - In the language of this object lesson, when you become a believer, the glaze of the
Holy Spirit not only pours over your outer being, but permeates your inner being too. God promised His
Spirit in Isaiah 11, Joel 2, and Ezekiel 36, "I will sprinkle clean water on you and I will cleanse you. And I
will give you a new heart, and I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes."
Jesus fulfilled these new covenant promises in His first disciples - and in every believer since. Romans 8
speaks of the reality of new spiritual life in Christ because "the Spirit of God dwells in you." God takes up
residence within the believer through the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 3:16, Ephesians 2:22 and 2 Timothy
1:14 all speak of God "dwelling within" the believer through the person of the Holy Spirit.
Being immersed and indwelt by the Holy Spirit figures prominently in the rest of this object lesson - the
"filling of the Spirit" - which we'll look at next time. For now, enjoy your donut! Better, invite a friend and
together, thank the Lord over donuts - for the amazing ministry of the Holy Spirit in and for believers.

2- ADOPTED - Baptism in water is an outward picture of regeneration and the new inward reality
belonging to children of God, and with that new birth the Holy Spirit gives the believer a self-awareness of
new spiritual life in Christ. Rebirth by the Spirit brings new spiritual life and new relationship with God. His
presence in the believer is definable and transforming, marking out those who are saved. John 1:12 says
"to all who did receive Jesus, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God,
who were born of God." Galatians 3:26 says the "sons of God, through faith" were all "baptized into
Christ" and "have put on Christ." Galatians 4:5 says, "so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying 'Abba, Father'." He's the guarantee of our
inheritance. The "Spirit of adoption" makes believers the children of God, and also gives the assurance of
salvation. Romans 8:15 says "you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry 'Abba,
Father'. The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and heirs with Christ."

like Nicodemus = where's th evidence of HS in your life??? don't depend on some decision made long
ago, some ritual performed upon you, some prayer you prayed - trust today in Jesus alone =be born
again from above by the HS... & you will receive the promise,
w.HS, mt3, mk1, lk3, jn1, & Acts 1:5,16:11...all point to outpourng of HS on Jews at Pentecost Acts 2..
echd Acts8 when samartans came to Christ & Acts10 & 19 whn gentiles came to Christ=all relatd to wht
Bible calls baptism in-with-by the HS... Grk 'en' interchangeable
-Grk texts of all thse passages make clear all talkng about same thing=
=what paul talks abt 1cor12:13 for in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body & all made to drink of
one Spirit =bt ths not Pentecost tho uses same words...=refers to what J. & OT promised & is what ALL
christians experience when come to faith in Christ...conversion!

will talk about gifts of the HS in a later time
Theologian Kevin DeYoung offers this insightful illustration.

Jesus promised He would baptize with the Holy Spirit &tc = john 1 etc... baptizo" transliteration of a koine
Greek word that became our English word "baptize" and it means "to dip" or immerse and used of etcetc.
Many evangelical scholars today would agree that the meaning of baptism transcends the mode. That is,
whether a person is immersed or sprinkled, either way the water symbolizes what the Holy Spirit does in
the washing of regeneration... as the believer is born again from above by the Spirit.

You become a new creation in Christ.
Thus says th Lord God... I will sprinkle clean water on U & U shall be clean frm all your uncleannesses &
frm all your idols I will cleanse U. & I will give U a new heart, & a new spirit I will put w.in U & I will remove
th heart of stone frm Ur flesh & give U a heart of flesh. & I will put My Spirit w.in U, & cause U to walk in
My statutes & be careful to obey My word...& U shall be My people & I will be your God...thn U will
remember Ur evil ways & Ur deeds that were not good & U will loathe Urselves for Ur iniquities & your
abominations
"It is not for Ur sake that I will act declares th Lord God, but for the sake of My holy name, whch U have
profaned. I am th Lord I will do it
as HS 1 convicts us & 2 converts us frm spiritual death into sp. life in Christ, & #3 conveys to us all th
blessngs of salvatn - as HS applies evry aspect of Christ's redemption to believers.. 160x=union
w.Christ -including regeneration & baptizng us into union w.Chrst & His new life... adoption, justificatn,
reconciliation, sanctification, glorification & all the rest =we'll talk abt upcoming =but today word abt
adoption= Bible says ministry of HS =glorify Christ, passages abt HS are context pointng to Christ &
exaltng Him...notice Peter @ Pentecost Acts 2sez repent & be baptized in Jesus name & you too will
receive th HS, - for the promise is for you & your children & all who are far off, everyone whom th Lord our
God calls to Himself... =regeneration!
=conversion to Christ is new birth by HS whch is 1cor12:13 =Spirit baptism not water baptism... water
baptism pictures Spirit baptism... water doesn't give the HS, God does, in His sovereign grace, not bcz of

some ritual - hear Titus3 He saved us, not bcz of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
His own mercy, by th washing of regeneratn & renewal of HS, whom He poured out on us richly thru JC
our Savior...not ritual of water baptsm but by HS, pictured in water
=challnge for "always been a believer" or since were little children...
like Nicodemus = where's th evidence of HS in your life??? don't depend on some decision made long
ago, some ritual performed upon you, some prayer you prayed - trust today in Jesus alone =be born
again from above by the HS... & you will receive the promise,

He convicts

note abt 'conviction of sin'= leads to repentance...Satan doesnt convict, he "accuses" to despair... but for
believers, HS always convicts you to repentance & forgiveness of sins & trusting & obeying the Lord...
once U're a believer, HS convicts you to forgivenss -TO the Lord
that's bcz HS not only convicts unblievers, but also 2-HS converts HS transforms spiritually dead sinners into new life in LJC... =what J. said Jn 3 =U must be born
again from above by the HS... as Jn1:12 = all who did beceive & receive JC, were those born of God..
Bible explains work of HS regeneration precedes faith... ordo salutis order of salvation -1st we see calling
&convicting HS, thn regeneratn
being born again, which exprsses faith in LJC by grace you have been
saved thru faith & tht not of yourselves it is th gift of God not of works
CTW titus3 He saved us, not bcz of works done by us in righteousness,
but according to His own mercy, by th washing of regeneration & renewal of HS, whom He poured out on
us richly thru JC our Savior...
w.o HS no one can come to faith in Christ...1pet1 accrdng to His great mercy He has caused us to be
born again to a livng hope... refering to new birth by HS... J. said no one can come to Me unless it is
granted by the Father & it is the Spirit who gives life ...the HS was promised OT eg Eze36, Joel2,
Isa11...& all four gospels promised J.will baptize
w.HS, mt3, mk1, lk3, jn1, & Acts 1:5,16:11...all point to outpourng of HS on Jews at Pentecost Acts 2..
echd Acts8 when samartans came to Christ & Acts10 & 19 whn gentiles came to Christ=all relatd to wht
Bible calls baptism in-with-by the HS... Grk 'en' interchangeable
-Grk texts of all thse passages make clear all talkng about same thing=
=what paul talks abt 1cor12:13 for in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body & all made to drink of
one Spirit =bt ths not Pentecost tho uses same words...=refers to what J. & OT promised & is what ALL
christians experience when come to faith in Christ...conversion!
& refers to U if believer today =U baptized by HS not @pentecost but in same way as believers in Acts...
each episode had manifestations= varied in each case - for some, speaking in tongues or gift of
prophecy, for some, overflowing praise of God, obedience to Gods commands, courage & boldness to
witness, working of various gifts and miracles, or signs & wonders... =v13 in one Spirit all baptized into
one body but v30 not all speak in tongues or exhibit same gifts - but ALL believers have HS...maybe U
need to stir up th gift of God as Paul admon Tim.
important understand= we do not judge scripture by our experience bt rather our experience by script
RPT =many chrchs don't talk abt HS
& gifts of HS bcz becomes so divisive as people over-react..& assume their experience must be
normative for all, rather thn wht Script sez. ...issue divides so many chrchs yet robs chrchs of HS
presence & powr
EFCA not charismatic denom, & each chrch determines own emphasis & most EF chrchs recognize gifts
HS bt emphasize fruit HS, even as Paul does as he transitions frm gifts 1cor12 to 13 =faith-hope-love...
SO should we, not insist on our own interpretation, but allow grace...

FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN - convict-convert-convey
2- The Holy Spirit CONVERTS spiritually dead sinners into new life in Jesus Christ. - When Satan
"convicts" you about sin, he accuses you to despair, removing hope. But the Holy Spirit leads you to

forgiveness in Jesus, restoring hope. In John 6 Jesus said, "it is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no
avail... This is why I told you that no one can come to Me unless it is granted him by the Father."
Titus 3 explains "He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior." This is talking about Spirit baptism, which is pictured in water
baptism. Water doesn't give you the Holy Spirit, Jesus does. He promised to baptize His disciples in the
Holy Spirit, and this immersion of the Spirit happens to you when you are born again by the Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:13 explains, "for in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body... and all were made to
drink of one Spirit." The baptism of the Holy Spirit happens to all believers the moment of re-birth, and
brings you into union with Christ. As Romans 6 explains, water baptism pictures what really happens in
Spirit baptism. You are immersed into union with Christ. You died with Him, were buried with Him, and are
raised with Him - "so that you can walk in newness of life." This is all the work of the Holy Spirit.
3- The Holy Spirit CONVEYS every aspect of salvation in Christ to believers in Him. - Salvation is
the work of the triune God. The Father arranges it, the Son accomplishes it, and the Spirit applies it. The
Holy Spirit convicts you of sin as He calls you to Christ. He converts you to faith as He regenerates you to
spiritual life, to believe in Jesus. And He conveys all the blessings of salvation as you are born again.
These blessings include a long list of new realities. Indwelling, as God takes up residence in your being,
in the person of the Holy Spirit. Justification, being declared righteous before God. Reconciliation, brought
into right relationship with God. Adoption, becoming part of God's forever family. Sealing, the guarantee
of salvation. Filling, to empower your new life in Christ, to bear witness of Him in your walk and especially
your talk. Sanctification, being made holy, more like Christ. Glorification, completing all this transformation.

Is that box of donuts we talked about last week all gone? You may want another to personally understand
the depth of today's topic. Recall how the glaze on donuts illustrates the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" as He
immerses us with God's grace at the moment of salvation, bringing new spiritual life to dead sinners.
The Holy Spirit doesn't just wash over you, He indwells you - like the filling inside a donut. The Holy Spirit
engulfs believers both inside and out. Baptism and filling are different aspects of the same Holy Spirit.
Spirit "baptism" as a one-time unrepeatable experience when a believer is born again. But "filling" of the
Spirit is repeatable and ongoing, as a believer experiences the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.
Today, lets look at some "ABCs" of the filling of the Holy Spirit.
In Scripture, the filling of the Holy Spirit involves bearing witness to the truth about Jesus. That's what
Jesus promised in John 14-16, Acts 1:5,8.
Nuances of resisting, quenching, grieving help us understand the filling of the Spirit. We sin when we
reject what the Holy Spirit speaks to us through God's Word, and live in the flesh instead of in the Spirit,
bearing the fruit of the flesh instead of the fruit of the Spirit.
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FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Is that box of donuts we talked about last week all gone? You may want another to personally understand
the depth of today's topic. Recall how the donut glaze illustrates the "baptism" of the Holy Spirit. At the
moment of salvation He immerses believers with God's grace, bringing spiritual life to dead sinners.
The Holy Spirit doesn't just wash over you, He indwells you - like the filling inside a donut. The Spirit
engulfs believers both inside and out. Different aspects of the one Spirit. "Baptism" is an unrepeatable
one-time experience when a believer is born again. But "filling" is repeatable and ongoing, as a believer
experiences the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Lets look at some "ABCs" of this filling.
A- is for ALL = filling of the Spirit is for all believers. John 7:37 says "if anyone thirsts let him come to
Me and drink. Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 'out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water.' Now this He said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive." 1 Corinthians
12:13 echoes "for in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body; all were made to drink of one Spirit."
Old Testament giving of the Spirit was unusual, specific, and connected with prophecy. But God promised
His Spirit would indwell all of His people, to know and do His Word. On the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2,
Jesus' disciples "were all filled with the Holy Spirit" and people from every nation heard them speaking in
their own language. Verse 39 says the gift of the Spirit "is for all whom the Lord our God calls to Himself."
And in Scripture, the filling of the Spirit involves bearing witness to the truth about Jesus. That's what He
promised in John 14-16, Acts 1:5,8. Throughout the book of Acts, the equipping of the Holy Spirit fills
believers with boldness, courage, wisdom, faith, and joy, as they proclaim God's Word with power. In
contrast, nuances of resisting, quenching, grieving help us better understand the filling of the Spirit.
B- is for BEWARE = beware disobedience regarding the Holy Spirit. Epheisans 4:30 says "do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption." This quotes Isaiah
63:10 about rebelling and resisting God. In context, Ephesians 4 says the Holy Spirit empowers your new
self in Christ, so put off the old self - and lying, anger, bitterness, wrath, clamor, slander, malice, impurity,
corrupting talk and sensuality. Instead, speak good things that build up others in every occasion.
1 Thessalonians 5:19 says "do not quench the Spirit." It's a picture of extinguishing a flame. The Holy
Spirit illumines God's Word, and He spoke through the prophets and apostles as the Bible was being
written. Today, His ministry enables you to compare God's Word to what is said, in print, on radio, TV,
internet, etc - like the Berean believers in Acts 17:11, using Scripture as the yardstick for truth.
In Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit. In Acts 6-7, Stephen was full of the Spirit, grace,
and power. As he preached before being stoned to death, he wove together several Old Testament
quotes about how the people "always resist the Holy Spirit," stopping the proclamation of God's truth.
What about you? Do you resist reading the Bible, or listening to it preached in church or via media?
C- is for COMMANDED = be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5 shows how when you're filled with
the Holy Spirit, you express positive and uplifting speech, in keeping with the light of the Gospel. This
includes worship, thankfulness, and right relationships - not empty and unfruitful words and deeds of
darkness. Verse 18 issues an imperative command, "do not be drunk, but be filled with the Spirit."
You are to be controlled by the Spirit, not the flesh. "I might be under the alcofluence of incohol" said the
guy pulled over by the patrolman. When you give in to default desires of the flesh, you're not living in the
Spirit. Galatians 5:16-26 spells out the difference. If you're not controlled by the Holy Spirit, you're living in
the flesh. This leads to grieving, quenching, resisting the Spirit - and deeds of the flesh.
You receive the Holy Spirit when you become a Christian. All believers have all of the Spirit. But in a
practical sense, He doesn't always have all of you. Being filled is like air in a balloon or filling in a donut,
expanding into every nook and cranny. You talk the walk and walk the talk of a believer - by His power.
There's no command to seek Spirit baptism or ecstatic experiences. But you are charged to be filled with
the Spirit. Trust and obey - and you will glorify Christ, moment by moment in thought, word and deed.

LATER = fruit of the Spirit
We sin when we reject what the Holy Spirit speaks to us through God's Word - and live in the flesh
instead of in the Spirit, bearing the fruit of the flesh instead of the fruit of the Spirit.

kDy says fullness of HS is a way to describe the equipping of th HS = fills w. boldness, courage, wisdom,
faith, joy eg Acts 6:3, 11:24, 13:42 = witness of Christ being formed in U... becoming more like Him...

There's no command to be baptized in the Spirit, or seek ecstatic experiences. You are charged to be
filled with the Spirit. Trust and obey - and glorify Christ, moment by moment in thought, word and deed.
What about you? Do you resist reading the Bible, or listening to it preached in church or via media?
C- is for COMMANDED = be filled with the Holy Spirit. "I might be under the alkafluence of inkahol"
said the guy pulled over by the patrolman. Ephesians 5:18 issues an imperative command, "do not be
drunk, but be filled with the Spirit." Being drunk is being controlled by the flesh rather than the Spirit.
Ephesians 5 shows how when you're filled with the Holy Spirit, you express positive and uplifting speech,
in keeping with the light of the Gospel. This includes worship, thankfulness, and right relationships - not
empty and unfruitful words and deeds of darkness. Galatians 5:16-26 spells out the difference. If you're
not controlled by the Holy Spirit, you're living in the flesh. This leads to grieving, quenching, resisting the
Spirit, and deeds of the flesh. If you're giving in to default desires of the flesh, you're not living in the Spirit.
C- is for COMMANDED = be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5 shows how when you're filled with
the Holy Spirit, you express positive and uplifting speech, in keeping with the light of the Gospel. This
includes worship, thankfulness, and right relationships - not empty and unfruitful words and deeds of
darkness. Verse 18 issues an imperative command, "do not be drunk, but be filled with the Spirit."
Being drunk is being controlled by the flesh, not the Spirit. "I might be under the alkafluence of inkahol"
said the guy pulled over by the patrolman. When you give in to default desires of the flesh, you're not
living in the Spirit. Galatians 5:16-26 spells out the difference. If you're not controlled by the Holy Spirit,
you're living in the flesh. This leads to grieving, quenching, resisting the Spirit, and deeds of the flesh.

You receive the Holy Spirit when you become a Christian. All believers have all of the Spirit. But in a
practical sense, He doesn't always have all of you. Being filled is like air in a balloon, or filling in a donut,
expanding into every nook and cranny. You walk the walk and talk the talk of a believer - by His power.
There's no command to be baptized in the Spirit, or seek ecstatic experiences. You are to be filled with
the Holy Spirit. As you trust and obey, you glorify Christ, moment by moment in thought, word and deed.
WHAT"S MISSNG = "by the Spirit's power" !!!
C- is for COMMANDED = be filled with the Holy Spirit. "I might be under the alkafluence of inkahol"
said the guy pulled over by the patrolman. When you're giving in to default desires of the flesh, you're not
living in the Spirit. Galatians 5:16-26 spells out the difference. If you're not controlled by the Holy Spirit,
you're living in the flesh. This leads to grieving, quenching, resisting the Spirit, and deeds of the flesh.
Ephesians 5 shows how when you're filled with the Holy Spirit, you express positive and uplifting speech,
in keeping with the light of the Gospel. This includes worship, thankfulness, and right relationships - not
empty and unfruitful words and deeds of darkness. Verse 18 issues an imperative command, "be filled
with the Spirit." Paul contrasts this with being drunk, controlled by the flesh rather than the Spirit.

C- is for COMMANDED = be filled with the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:16-26 spells out the difference. If
you're not controlled by the Holy Spirit, you're living in the flesh. This leads to grieving, quenching,
resisting the Spirit, and deeds of the flesh. "I might be under the alkafluence of inkahol" said the guy
pulled over by the patrolman. When you give in to default desires of the flesh, you're not living in the Spirit.

Ephesians 5 shows how when you're filled with the Holy Spirit, you express positive and uplifting speech,
in keeping with the light of the Gospel. This includes worship, thankfulness, and right relationships - not
empty and unfruitful words and deeds of darkness. Verse 18 issues an imperative command, "be filled
with the Spirit." Paul contrasts this with being drunk, controlled by the flesh rather than the Spirit.
You cannot be a Christian without receiving the Holy Spirit. And all believers have all of the Spirit. But in a
practical sense, He doesn't always have all of you. Being filled is like air in a balloon, or filling in a donut,
as it expands into every nook and cranny. Then you walk the walk and talk the talk of a believer.
There's no command to be baptized in the Spirit, or seek ecstatic experiences. But you are charged to be
filled with the Holy Spirit. As you are, you glorify Christ, moment by moment in thought, word and deed.

=but commanded to be filld w.HS = moment by moment, glorify Christ in thot-word-deed...maynot be
aware but U'll be bearng witness of Christ

Ephesians 5:18 issues an imperative command, "be filled with the Spirit." Paul contrasts this with being
drunk, which is to be controlled by the flesh rather than the Holy Spirit. When you're filled with the Spirit,
you express positive and uplifting speech, in keeping with the light of the Gospel. This includes worship,
thankfulness, and right relationships - not empty and unfruitful words and deeds of darkness.
You receive the Holy Spirit when you become a Christian. And believers have all of the Spirit, but in a
practical sense, He doesn't always have all of you. Being filled is like air in a balloon, or filling in a donut,
when it expands into every square millimeter. Then you walk the walk and talk the talk of a believer.
kDy: whenever U engage in worship, thankfulness, proper submission, U can be assured it is the HS who
is filling U - Eph 5:18-21 - be filled w.the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms & hymns & sp.songs,
singing & making melody to th Lord w. all your heart, givng thanks always & for evrythng to God th Father
in th name of our LJC...

likewise presents life in the Spirit
"Do not be drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Holy Spirit

**& in ABCs this leads us to C is for Commanded to all believers...
no command to be baptizd in HS= nor to seek ecstatic expernces =but commanded to be filld w.HS =
moment by moment, glorify Christ in thot-word-deed...maynot be aware but U'll be bearng witness of
Christ
& we're to beware disobednce to HS...& commandd to be filled w.HS familiar eph5:18 do not get drunk..bt
be filled w. th Spirit... imperative command = Gal 5:25 do not be controlled by Ur flesh, but by My Sp"
eph5:18 follows context of eph4 whch looked at earlier- put off old man (flesh) and put on new self
(Spirit)... you're new creation in Christ old is gone, new is come - so live it out - in Ur walk & talk... get rid
of corrupting talk & behaviors, get rid of immorality in your life
notice how "be filled w.HS" contrasts w.being drunk - Uve heard abt the guy weaving arnd highway &
stopped by patrolman & says "offcer I might be under the alkafluence of inkahol"... =drunk=cant control do.
=not filled=controlled by th flesh, not th Sp.of God... leads to grieving, quenching, resisting th HS...not
walking th walk & not talking th talk...
= ..."not filled" helps us understand what means to "be filled w.HS"...
kDy says fullness of HS is a way to describe the equipping of th HS = fills w. boldness, courage, wisdom,
faith, joy eg Acts 6:3, 11:24, 13:42 = witness of Christ being formed in U... becoming more like Him...
ALSO describes equipping for ministry - that's why often described lk air in balloon... HS dwells in U...so
"full" but can get "fuller"

kDy: whenever U engage in worship, thankfulness, proper submission, U can be assured it is the HS who
is filling U - Eph 5:18-21 - be filled w.the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms & hymns & sp.songs,
singing & making melody to th Lord w. all your heart, givng thanks always & for evrythng to God th Father
in th name of our LJC...
USE THIS IN COLUMN !!!
most evangelical scholars today see filling as part of the presence & power of HS...
grudem-also many chrsmtcs & pntcstls realizing divisiveness of the "we & they" old ways of referring to
baptsm & fillng of HS & begnng to use languge tht unifies, as Christ intends...& as Scripture does,speak
of fullnes of HS... empowering for ministry... even as steps of growth - as the HS sanctifies you, making
you more like Christ, bearing witness
= moment-by-moment as you trust & obey God's word in your life
All Christians have ALL of the Holy Spirit, but in a practical sense, the Holy Spirit doesn't always have all
of you. You experience His filling as you trust and obey God's Word, living by faith in His power.

kDy says nuances between terms resisting, quenching, grieving - &
all speak of situations where we do not accept th Sp work in our lives. When we reject wht WofG has to
say to us, whn turn our eyes from Sp exposure to sin, when we say one thing & do another, we sin aginst
HS

says "put off your old self, be renewed, and put on the new self." It's talking about the fruit of the Spirit in
your walk and your talk.

**A is for all... B is for beware =beware disobedience regarding HS
th presence & power of th HS is for all believers - its HOW U live th Christian life... many imperatives of
Scripture relate to this...helps see what filling is by learning what it is not = e.g. Eph4:30
do not grieve th HS of God, by whom U were sealed for th day of redemption... quoting Is 63:10 rebelling
& resisting... =context
Eph4:22 put off your old self...be renewed...& put on the new self... context= your walk & talk...put away
falsehood, speak truth, be angry but do not sin, give no opp to th devil, stop stealing, do honest work, so
U can share w.those in need, let no corrupting talk come out of Ur mouths, but only such as is good for
building up as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. let all bitterness & wrath &
anger & clamor & slander & malice be put away from U... be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving one another =
fruit of HS...in walk & talk
1ths5:19 do not quench th Spirit...word picture extinguish a flame - HS illumines God's Word...v20 says
do not despise prophecies but test everything, hold fast what is good, abstain from every form of evil =
HS spirit of truth - illuminating God's word - what about U- do U belv whatever told or hear?? take what I
say & what others say tv-radio-int -email- &be like th Bereans & compare it all to God's Word of truth
acts 7:31 Stephen, full of HS, preaching right before he was stoned, weaves together several OT quotes
& says you stiff-necked people, uncircumsized in heart & ears, you always resist th HS -persecuted the
prophets =did not want to hear God's Word... & again quote from Is 63:10 resistng-rebellng ppl - disobeyd
God's Word..rejectd His will
what abt U - do you resist reading God's Word or hearing it preached
kDy says nuances between terms resisting, quenching, grieving - &
all speak of situations where we do not accept th Sp work in our lives. When we reject wht WofG has to

say to us, whn turn our eyes from Sp exposure to sin, when we say one thing & do another, we sin aginst
HS
acts 5:3 ananias & saphira lied abt money gave to the church... Peter: why has Satan filled your heart to
lie to th HS? v9 Peter: how is it U have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? =they both died!
jude 19 phrase devoid of th Sp =abt scoffers who follow own worldly passions, causing divisions, worldly
ppl, devoid of the Sp...is this U ? scoffing abt th things of God & His Word & His ways? OR are U v20 but
U beloved, build Urselves up in Ur most holy faith.. pray in th HS
-listen to Him & talk to God & let God talk to U thru His Word- not grievng, quenchng,resistng, but trust &
obey... keep Urselves in th love of God, waitng for th mercy of our LJC that leads to eternal life

in fulfillmnt of OT promises of HS, as CTW Eze36 &tc =new hearts & new Spirit =to know & do God's
commands... makng U more lik Chrst
& equippng U to bear witness of Him - by Ur walk & Ur talk... rmbr
OT givng of HS was unusual & specific, mostly prophets...same in NT before coming of JesusMessiah =
infant JB & his fathr & mothr. & JB prophesied LJC is th one who wld baptize w. =give HS=fulfill prms!
previuos times togthr we've looked at Scriptures =U receive HS when regenerated & become believer..
For J. 1stdisciples this happened Day of Pentecost...Acts 2 all were filled & spoke God's Word w.power...
& actually most instances of "filling HS" involve some aspect of bearing witness abt J. =exactly what J.
promised Jn 15:26 about coming of th Sp. of truth...He will bear witness abt Me. & U also will bear witness,
affirmed again in great commission & in at ascension e.g. Acts1:8 -you will receive power whn the HS has
come upon U & be My witnses
see this also Acts 4 - 5000 men heard Wrd of God & believd as Peter & John filled w.HS & preaching then arrested...v8 Peter filled w.HS proclaimed name of JC -salvation in no one else- no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved... v13 Now whn they saw th boldness of
Peter & John, & perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. & they
recognized that they had been w.Jesus. v21 we cannot but speak of what we have seen & heard v29
after their release, prayng w.disciples & now, Lord, look upon their threats & grant to your servants to
continue to speak your word w.all boldness v31 & when they had prayed, th place in which they were
gatherd tgthr was shaken & they were all filled w.th HS & continued to speak th word of God w. boldness.
- that's praying in the HS - that's being filled w. the HS - speaking the word of God w.all boldness ! =ALL
believers promised HS to be witnesses of LJC ...walk & talk -but espec TALK... -by th greater power of
the HS
**A is for all... B is for beware =beware disobedience regarding HS

Thus says th Lord God... I will sprinkle clean water on U & U shall be clean frm all your uncleannesses &
frm all your idols I will cleanse U. & I will give U a new heart, & a new spirit I will put w.in U & I will remove
th heart of stone frm Ur flesh & give U a heart of flesh. & I will put My Spirit w.in U, & cause U to walk in
My statutes & be careful to obey My word...& U shall be My people & I will be your God...thn U will
remember Ur evil ways & Ur deeds that were not good & U will loathe Urselves for Ur iniquities & your
abominations - "It is not for Ur sake that I will act declares th Lord God, but for the sake of My holy name,
whch U have profaned. I am th Lord I will do it
have U ever been full of smthng... filled up... pizza, ice cream, &tc maybe U're full up w.politics or
terrorism today... U can be full of rage, empathy, love, apathy, joy & see many examples in Scripture...
but as continue study of HS want to look today at command "be filled with th HS"... so I have here some
caseys donuts... filled donuts, kind with filling... analogies always break down & so w.casey's donuts...
U can't say he's glazed donut & she's a filled donut & I'm plain cake
christian donuts ALL have a glaze & a filling - HS - presence & power
recall earlier talkd abt baptism of HS as kind of like a donut immersed in glaze... actually HS engulfs
believer both inside & out... 1 cor 12:13 for in one Spirit we were all baptized =immersed into one

body...all were made to drink of one Spirit =union w.Christ= so this donut both immersed & filled - inside &
out - very much like believer immersed & filled w.th HS =baptism=1-time unrepeatable; filling= repeatable
& ongoing, part of equipping & empowering of HS= different aspects of the same HS & His ministry w.in
believer - His presence & His power.
\
so today want to briefly review some ABCs of th filling of th HS...1st,
**A is for all - filling of the HS is for ALL believers... 1 cor 12:13=
echo of Jesus- John 7:37 when He cried out, "if anyone thirsts let him come to Me & drink. Whoever
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. Now this He said
about the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive"
in fulfillmnt of OT promises of HS, as CTW Eze36 &tc =new hearts & new Spirit =to know & do God's
commands... makng U more lik Chrst
& equippng U to bear witness of Him - by Ur walk & Ur talk... rmbr
OT givng of HS was unusual & specific, mostly prophets...same in NT before coming of JesusMessiah =
infant JB & his fathr & mothr. & JB prophesied LJC is th one who wld baptize w. =give HS=fulfill prms!
previuos times togthr we've looked at Scriptures =U receive HS when regenerated & become believer..
For J. 1stdisciples this happened Day of Pentecost...Acts 2 all were filled & spoke God's Word w.power...
& actually most instances of "filling HS" involve some aspect of bearing witness abt J. =exactly what J.
promised Jn 15:26 about coming of th Sp. of truth...He will bear witness abt Me. & U also will bear witness,
affirmed again in great commission & in at ascension e.g. Acts1:8 -you will receive power whn the HS has
come upon U & be My witnses
see this also Acts 4 - 5000 men heard Wrd of God & believd as Peter & John filled w.HS & preaching then arrested...v8 Peter filled w.HS proclaimed name of JC -salvation in no one else- no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved... v13 Now whn they saw th boldness of
Peter & John, & perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. & they
recognized that they had been w.Jesus. v21 we cannot but speak of what we have seen & heard v29
after their release, prayng w.disciples & now, Lord, look upon their threats & grant to your servants to
continue to speak your word w.all boldness v31 & when they had prayed, th place in which they were
gatherd tgthr was shaken & they were all filled w.th HS & continued to speak th word of God w. boldness.
- that's praying in the HS - that's being filled w. the HS - speaking the word of God w.all boldness ! =ALL
believers promised HS to be witnesses of LJC ...walk & talk -but espec TALK... -by th greater power of
the HS
**A is for all... B is for beware =beware disobedience regarding HS
th presence & power of th HS is for all believers - its HOW U live th Christian life... many imperatives of
Scripture relate to this...helps see what filling is by learning what it is not = e.g. Eph4:30
do not grieve th HS of God, by whom U were sealed for th day of redemption... quoting Is 63:10 rebelling
& resisting... =context
Eph4:22 put off your old self...be renewed...& put on the new self... context= your walk & talk...put away
falsehood, speak truth, be angry but do not sin, give no opp to th devil, stop stealing, do honest work, so
U can share w.those in need, let no corrupting talk come out of Ur mouths, but only such as is good for
building up as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. let all bitterness & wrath &
anger & clamor & slander & malice be put away from U... be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving one another =
fruit of HS...in walk & talk
1ths5:19 do not quench th Spirit...word picture extinguish a flame - HS illumines God's Word...v20 says
do not despise prophecies but test everything, hold fast what is good, abstain from every form of evil =
HS spirit of truth - illuminating God's word - what about U- do U belv whatever told or hear?? take what I
say & what others say tv-radio-int -email- &be like th Bereans & compare it all to God's Word of truth
acts 7:31 Stephen, full of HS, preaching right before he was stoned, weaves together several OT quotes
& says you stiff-necked people, uncircumsized in heart & ears, you always resist th HS -persecuted the
prophets =did not want to hear God's Word... & again quote from Is 63:10 resistng-rebellng ppl - disobeyd
God's Word..rejectd His will
what abt U - do you resist reading God's Word or hearing it preached
kDy says nuances between terms resisting, quenching, grieving - &
all speak of situations where we do not accept th Sp work in our lives. When we reject wht WofG has to
say to us, whn turn our eyes from Sp exposure to sin, when we say one thing & do another, we sin aginst
HS

acts 5:3 ananias & saphira lied abt money gave to the church... Peter: why has Satan filled your heart to
lie to th HS? v9 Peter: how is it U have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? =they both died!
jude 19 phrase devoid of th Sp =abt scoffers who follow own worldly passions, causing divisions, worldly
ppl, devoid of the Sp...is this U ? scoffing abt th things of God & His Word & His ways? OR are U v20 but
U beloved, build Urselves up in Ur most holy faith.. pray in th HS
-listen to Him & talk to God & let God talk to U thru His Word- not grievng, quenchng,resistng, but trust &
obey... keep Urselves in th love of God, waitng for th mercy of our LJC that leads to eternal life
**& in ABCs this leads us to C is for Commanded to all believers...
no command to be baptizd in HS= nor to seek ecstatic expernces =but commanded to be filld w.HS =
moment by moment, glorify Christ in thot-word-deed...maynot be aware but U'll be bearng witness of
Christ
& we're to beware disobednce to HS...& commandd to be filled w.HS familiar eph5:18 do not get drunk..bt
be filled w. th Spirit... imperative command = Gal 5:25 do not be controlled by Ur flesh, but by My Sp"
eph5:18 follows context of eph4 whch looked at earlier- put off old man (flesh) and put on new self
(Spirit)... you're new creation in Christ old is gone, new is come - so live it out - in Ur walk & talk... get rid
of corrupting talk & behaviors, get rid of immorality in your life
notice how "be filled w.HS" contrasts w.being drunk - Uve heard abt the guy weaving arnd highway &
stopped by patrolman & says "offcer I might be under the alkafluence of inkahol"... =drunk=cant control do.
=not filled=controlled by th flesh, not th Sp.of God... leads to grieving, quenching, resisting th HS...not
walking th walk & not talking th talk...
= ..."not filled" helps us understand what means to "be filled w.HS"...
kDy says fullness of HS is a way to describe the equipping of th HS = fills w. boldness, courage, wisdom,
faith, joy eg Acts 6:3, 11:24, 13:42 = witness of Christ being formed in U... becoming more like Him...
ALSO describes equipping for ministry - that's why often described lk air in balloon... HS dwells in U...so
"full" but can get "fuller"
kDy: whenever U engage in worship, thankfulness, proper submission, U can be assured it is the HS who
is filling U - Eph 5:18-21 - be filled w.the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms & hymns & sp.songs,
singing & making melody to th Lord w. all your heart, givng thanks always & for evrythng to God th Father
in th name of our LJC...

USE THIS IN COLUMN !!!
most evangelical scholars today see filling as part of the presence & power of HS...
grudem-also many chrsmtcs & pntcstls realizing divisiveness of the "we & they" old ways of referring to
baptsm & fillng of HS & begnng to use languge tht unifies, as Christ intends...& as Scripture does,speak
of fullnes of HS... empowering for ministry... even as steps of growth - as the HS sanctifies you, making
you more like Christ, bearing witness
= moment-by-moment as you trust & obey God's word in your life
All Christians have ALL of the Holy Spirit, but in a practical sense, the Holy Spirit doesn't always have all
of you. You experience His filling as you trust and obey God's Word, living by faith in His power.

RESPONSE ~ OFFERING ... thanks, coffee, Ramblers, Islam, etc
BNDCTN~1THSS5:23 Now may th God of peace Hself sanctify U completely & may Ur whole spirit &
soul & body be kept blameless at th coming of our LJC. He who calls U is faithful, He will surely do it.
In the name of the F-S-HS - go in His peace & His power -AMEN !

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.08.18

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
THE HOLY SPIRIT SANCTIFIES
Not "sanitizes" which means making something pure. That's close. "Sanctifies" means becoming holy,
more like Christ. It's what the Holy Spirit does - on purpose, and with great power. Being made holy is the
believer's new spiritual reality, "in union with Christ." You've been reborn by the Spirit, and so you must
grow up into Christian maturity - also by the Holy Spirit.
This "positional" truth means your new identiity is "in Christ" and Christ is "in you." Passages like Romans
8:9-13 spell out how the "real you" is no longer "in the flesh" but spiritually reborn "in the Spirit." Being
made holy is also "progressive." You are in the process of realizing experientially what is true about you
eternally. You experience eternal positional truth progressively, as you grow in grace and faith.
3- God says believers are becoming holy - PURPOSEFULLY. God is working out His plan, to make
believers in Christ more like Him. Romans 8:29 says "those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son." Colossians 3:9 says "you have put off the old self and have put on
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator." Ephesians 3:24 says
"put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness." You have
become a child of God by spiritual rebirth, therefore you are to grow up, and become like Him.
This is all part of the Old Testament promises of the Holy Spirit. Ezekiel 36:25 says "I will give you a new
heart and a new Spirit. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes and obey My
Word." God has a plan, and He purposefully and progressively works it out. Becoming more like Christ,
sanctified, isn't by the strength of your flesh, but rather by the power of the Holy Spirit. If you are made
alive by the Spirit, then walk by the Spirit, and you'll bear the Spirit's fruit (Galatians 5:22-25).
4- God says believers are becoming holy - POWERFULLY. The apostle Paul echoes these truths in
Ephesians. Chapter 1 talks about "the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the work of His great might." Chapter 3 talks about "being strengthened with power through
His Spirit in your inner being" - through the Holy Spirit, "Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all
that we ask or think, accordng to the power at work within us."
The apostle Peter agrees in 2 Peter 1, "His divine power has granted us His promises so that you may
become partakers of the divine nature... for this very reason make every effort... be all the more diligent."
But not by your own strength - rather by the Holy Spirit, "since you are no longer in the flesh but in the
Spirit, therefore by the Spirit you must put to death the deeds of the flesh" (Romans 8:9-13).
HOW does God do this? Making your positional truth progressively real in your life, according to His
purpose and by His power? It's what Jesus prayed for His disciples in John 17:17, "sanctify them in the
truth - Your Word is truth." Romans 12:2 says "do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind." 1 Corinthians 2:12 says "we have received the Spirit who is from God, that we
might understand the things freely given us by God." 2 Corinthians 3:18 says the Holy Spirit removes the
veil over God's Word, so that "we are being transformed into the same image" of Christ.
In brief, we can understand this holy process as an operative principle: "The Spirit of God works the Word
of God so the people of God become like the Son of God." That's how the positional truth of who you ARE
in Christ becomes progressively REAL to you, as God powerfully works out His purpose, by the Spirit.
In dark days of Nazi-occupied Holland, the Gestapo was everywhere. Jews were disappearing. "What
should we do?" some Christians asked a former missionary. "I cannot tell you what to do but I can tell you
who you are. If you know who you are, then you will know what to do." Hendrik Kraemer read them 1
Peter 2:9, first written to scared Christians in the first century: "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light." The people then started the Dutch underground resistance.
What is TRUE about you in Christ is the reason you are able to obey God's commands. In the same way,
believer, read and trust and obey God's Word, about how He intends you to become like Jesus. Know
who YOU are in Christ, then live it out - all by the Holy Spirit's power within you!

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.08.11

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
THE HOLY SPIRIT MAKES YOU HOLY
Ever feel like the Christian life is simply impossible? Many people reject Christianity because they think it
asks them to do something they cannot do - be holy. Maybe you are a believer, but often discouraged
because it seems so hard to live a life that pleases God. How is this supposed to work, anyway?
God says, "You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy." Holy means consecrated, separated,
sanctified, set apart for the Lord. God says this several times in the Old Testament. Verse 15 of 1 Peter 1
quotes this as a command, a divine expectation - because verse 2 addresses those who are "in the
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ." Sanctification means "made holy."
What is true about you in Christ is the reason you are able to obey God's commands. This is the divine
dynamic of the indicative and imperative. How so? These are grammatical terms. In New Testament
Greek, the "indicative" refers to words describing what is true of you in Christ, eternally. The "imperative"
refers to what is commanded and expected of you, experientially. The indicative drives the imperative.
Imperatives usually follow a "therefore" or "so" in Scripture, which follows indicative truths. You have been
made holy by Christ through the Spirit, therefore, live a holy life, in Christ, through the Spirit.
What is true about you in Christ is the reason you are able to obey God's commands. His commands
become promises to those who are in union with Christ by grace through faith. Christ Himself becomes
our sanctification (1 Corinthians 1:30) and "all the promises of God find their 'yes' in Christ" (2 Corinthians
1:20) as applied by the Holy Spirit. Because you are in Christ, you can obey - by His power within you.
1- God says believers ARE ALREADY HOLY - positionally. Believers are "in Christ" and this is your
new identity, your new reality. You are His holy people (1 Peter 1:4-10). You are new creations in Christ
(2 Corinthians 5:17), made alive with Christ and raised up with Him (Colossians 2:12-13; 3:1-3). The "real
you" is no longer just an "in the flesh" person, but spiritually reborn "in the Spirit" (Romans 8:9-13).
This new spiritual life and spiritual identity in Christ is what's pictured in water baptism (Romans 6:4-6), as
an outward illustration of the new inward reality that is worked by the regeneration of the Holy Spirit. So
our salvation in Christ is being worked out "through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth" (1
Thessalonians 2:13). That's the spiritual reality of our new "position" and "identity" in Christ.
Theologians refer to this as "positional truth" because while it is eternally and already true of believers, we
are in the process of realizing this reality on earth, as God gets us ready for heaven. So in practical terms,
we are already holy "positionally" - and we are being made holy "progressively" and "experientially."
2- God says believers ARE BECOMING HOLY - progressively, powerfully, and purposefully.
Theologians speak of three tenses of salvation: you have been saved (positional), you are being saved
(progressive), and you will be saved (perfect). All are equally true of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who have experienced the "obedience of faith" (1 Peter 1:2, Romans 1:5, 16:26). You have been saved,
declared justified, legally right with God, and declared reconciled, relationally made right with God.
Scripture also says believers "are being saved" in the sense of experientially being purifed and sanctified,
made holy, in the obedience of faith. And one day believers "will be saved" perfectly, because what God
has started He will complete. Believers will one day be "glorified" and raised up to heaven.
All three tenses of salvation are true of believers. If you have repented of sin and put your faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, then you are in Christ, "positionally." So if you were to die today you would go to heaven,
even though you're not living a perfectly holy life today, "experientially." Salvation is not by your works,
but by the work of Christ, as applied to believers by the Holy Spirit, by grace through faith.
At the same time, believers are in Christ "experientially." That is, day by day, believers can become
progressively more and more holy, like Christ. That's why you're still on earth, to live out "the obedience
of faith" just like the Lord Jesus Christ - and He gives you the power of the Holy Spirit to make it so.
Scripture also says becoming holy is "powerful" and "purposeful." We'll look at this next time. Meantime,
"be holy" - for God is at work in you, giving you the "want to" and the "how to" - by the Holy Spirit.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT GUIDES BELIEVERS
How do you know what God wants you to do? In what you believe, in how you live? How do you know
you DO what God wants? What if you're wrong? Before His ascension, the disciples of Jesus would
simply have asked Him. And this points to the great reason He gives the Holy Spirit to every believer.
In John 16:13 Jesus says, "When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will
not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak. He will glorify Me." In all He does,
the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus - but particularly in exposing the truth and enabling your obedience. Let's
consider three key points about the guidance of the Holy Spirit in your daily life.
1- The Holy Spirit ILLUMINATES the Bible so you comprehend Truth. The floodlight ministry of the
Holy Spirit not only glorifies Christ, it also lights up God's truth as written in the Bible. 1 Corinthians 2:12
tells believers, "We have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might
understand the things freely given us by God" - because they are spiritually discerned.
The Holy Spirit wrote the Bible in real human history, TO others and FOR you. 1 Corinthians 10:11 says,
"these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction." He is the
divine author who communicates eternal truth, writing what is true for all peoples in all places in all times.
The Bible is the primary way God speaks truth to His people. But you are constantly bombarded with lies
from the world, the flesh, and the devil. The fallen nature of humanity distorts truth. Satan twists God's
Word. How do you know what you're hearing and thinking is what God wants?
2- The Holy Spirit MEASURES everything against the standard of God's Word. 1 John 4:1 says,
"Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world." The only reliable way is to take whatever seeks to influence you
and compare it to God's written Word. How does what people do and say compare to the truth of the
Bible? That's God's yardstick, lit up by the Holy Spirit. He glorifies Christ and declares God's truth.
The Spirit of God never tells you to do or believe anything that is contrary to the clear testimony of what
He has already written in the Bible. That's God's revealed will. He will never lead you to sin, no matter
how you want to rationalize your behavior. He will not lead you to worship idols, to blaspheme God's
name, to break the Sabbath, to dishonor parents, or to murder, including abortion and euthanasia.
The Holy Spirit will never lead you to commit adultery or indulge in pornography or any form of immorality.
He will not lead you to steal, to bear false witness, or to covet. This includes ipad or amazon or internet
addiction - the list goes on. When you say "God arranged this and that in my life" it had better be in line
with God's Word or it wasn't the Holy Spirit who did it. God is not mocked. You can't blame God when you
rationalize your sinful behavior. No "new truth" can in any way overshadow God's already written truth.
And the Holy Spirit will never guide you to anything that goes against the character of God, in whose
image Christians are being re-created as new creations in Christ, empowered by the Spirit of truth. 1
Corinthians 10:13 says God provides the way of escape from every temptation. Just as verse 11 says,
that's the Word of God's truth, written down. And it's the Holy Spirit who lights your way to obedience.
3- The Holy Spirit EMPOWERS God's truth to transform your life. The Bible is the Spirit's book, which
transforms your thinking and your living. Truth changes your beliefs, which change your behavior. "The
Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God become like the Son of God" is an operative
principle of the Christian life. It's the how and why of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to believers.
As light overcomes darkness, so the Holy Spirit indwells believers, guiding you into God's truth through
His written Word. As you engage the Bible, He guides you to understand and obey it. You put it into
action in your life, by His power, as the Holy Spirit transforms your heart and mind and will.
ASK yourself: how does what I believe, how I live and what I do - how does this truly glorify Christ? Only
as you engage God's Word through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, will God declare and guide you into His
truth. Then you can live it out by His power, to the everlasting glory of the Lord Jesus Christ!
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THE HOLY SPIRIT GLORIFIES CHRIST
The three co-equal persons of the one Triune God all act in unity. In salvation, God the Father arranges,
God the Son accomplishes, God the Spirit applies. But throughout the Bible, the central character in this
great drama of redemption is the Son. He receives pre-eminence. He comes in human form as the unique
divine God-Man, so He can pay for our sins. He is God-with-us, so we can personally relate to Him.
It's the ministry of the Holy Spirit to enable us to know Jesus, His commands and character, and become
like Him, in union with Him. Let's consider three ways the Holy Spirit carries out this ministry.
1- The Holy Spirit GLORIFIES the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the overall point to understand the New
Testament ministry of the Holy Spirit. In John 16:13-15 Jesus says, "When the Spirit of truth comes, He
will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will
speak... He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you."
Theologians liken the Holy Spirit to a great floodlight. The light draws your attention to the object that is lit.
But never to the light itself, only to what it illuminates. So it is with the Holy Spirit. His ministry is to glorify
Jesus, never Himself. He never says "look at Me" but always "look at Jesus, listen to Him, behold His
glory, go to Him for life, and put all your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ."
Jesus said He would be glorified in His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. He sends the Holy Spirit
to make all that personally real, so that Jesus is glorified in the lives of His disciples, moment by moment.
2- The Holy Spirit DECLARES what God says through Jesus. John 16:13 is an echo of John 14:26,
"the Holy Spirit will teach you disciples all things I have said to you." And in John 15:26 Jesus says, "the
Spirit of truth will bear witness about Me." This affirms the complete continuity of the ministry of the Holy
Spirit with the ministry of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit takes all the information about Jesus, what He said
and did, and declares it. He communicates all the significance. He connects it and makes it real.
The fulfillment of Jesus' words here comes with the "inspiration" and completion of the New Testament.
The apostles received direct "revelation" of God's Word, for Jesus Himself revealed it to them. Then, as
He promised, they wrote it down or oversaw its writing, as they were guided by the Holy Spirit, the divine
superintendent. Through the Holy Spirit, God "breathed out" the words of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:15-17)
and men spoke from God as they were "carried along" by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:19-21).
God oversaw ordinary human beings, with their own personality and from their personal experiences, in
such a way that the Holy Spirit makes sure what they speak and write is what He wants written down. He
glorifies Jesus as the Spirit declares into writing what God wants us to know about salvation in Him.
3- The Holy Spirit GUIDES disciples into all the truth. Note the "you" in John 16 is not you reading the
Bible today. The Bible is not written TO you but FOR you. Jesus promised His first-century apostles that
the Holy Spirit would direct their thoughts and memories as they proclaimed His glory. God spoke directly
through the apostles to write down His Word. We, far removed in time and place, receive their written
word derivatively as the Word of God, in our own copy of Scripture, communicated to us by the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit "enscripturates" the words and works of Jesus by the "inspiration" of Scripture through the
apostles. For believers, He also "authenticates" Scripture, as He bears witness with your spirit that you
are hearing the Word of God (John 10:27). This also relates to how the Holy Spirit "illuminates" the Word
of God to believers, as they read the Bible (1 Corinthians 2:12-14; Psalm 119:118). He enlightens your
comprehension and understanding with your heart and mind and will. When you read the Bible you're
assured "this is the Word of God" to be trusted and obeyed and acted upon with confidence.
The Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus in all that He does, especially in declaring the truth about Jesus, so that the
apostles wrote God's Word as they finished the New Testament. And the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus as He
guides believers to understand and obey God's Word, living it out by His power. Next time we'll explore
more about the guidance of the Holy Spirit in your daily life.
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PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Bible reveals the Holy Spirit as a divine person, promised to believers as a personal possession. The
third person of the one triune God regenerates sinners to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and
indwells believers. His presence and power transform the believer's life, including these three ways:
1- The Holy Spirit CONVICTS guilty unbelieving sinners of your need for the Savior. - "Convict"
sounds bad, but is actually a very good thing. We live in a world of spiritual darkness, blind to spiritual
reality. The word convict relates to exposing something, the way light exposes what is hidden. The Holy
Spirit is like a powerful searchlight which pierces the darkness to illuminate what lurks in the basement.
He reveals the reality of your life - and how to fill the void.
In John 16:7-15 Jesus promised the convicting work of the Holy Spirit. First, He convicts you about your
sin. He shows your unbelief and how you reject Christ. Second, the Holy Spirit convicts you about
righteousness. He reveals how you are naturally not right with God, and are incapable of becoming right,
no matter how hard you try. Only God's Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, is righteous.
Third, the Holy Spirit convicts of judgment. Not only are you guilty before God, with no hope of getting
righteousness for yourself, but you will have to pay for your sins. The Holy Spirit convicted people through
Peter's preaching in Acts 2 and 3. "They were cut to the heart and said, 'what shall we do'?" Peter replied,
"repent and believe." This is the work of the Holy Spirit.
2- The Holy Spirit CONVERTS spiritually dead sinners into new life in Jesus Christ. - When Satan
"convicts" you about sin, he accuses you to despair, removing hope. But the Holy Spirit leads you to
forgiveness in Jesus, restoring hope. In John 6 Jesus said, "it is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no
avail... This is why I told you that no one can come to Me unless it is granted him by the Father."
Titus 3 explains "He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior." This is talking about Spirit baptism, which is pictured in water
baptism. Water doesn't give you the Holy Spirit, Jesus does. He promised to baptize His disciples in the
Holy Spirit, and this immersion of the Spirit happens to you when you are born again by the Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:13 explains, "for in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body... and all were made to
drink of one Spirit." The baptism of the Holy Spirit happens to all believers the moment of re-birth, and
brings you into union with Christ. As Romans 6 explains, water baptism pictures what really happens in
Spirit baptism. You are immersed into union with Christ. You died with Him, were buried with Him, and are
raised with Him - "so that you can walk in newness of life." This is all the work of the Holy Spirit.
3- The Holy Spirit CONVEYS every aspect of salvation in Christ to believers in Him. - Salvation is
the work of the triune God. The Father arranges it, the Son accomplishes it, and the Spirit applies it. The
Holy Spirit convicts you of sin as He calls you to Christ. He converts you to faith as He regenerates you to
spiritual life, to believe in Jesus. And He conveys all the blessings of salvation as you are born again.
These blessings include a long list of new realities. Indwelling, as God takes up residence in your being,
in the person of the Holy Spirit. Justification, being declared righteous before God. Reconciliation, brought
into right relationship with God. Adoption, becoming part of God's forever family. Sealing, the guarantee
of salvation. Filling, to empower your new life in Christ, to bear witness of Him in your walk and especially
your talk. Sanctification, being made holy, more like Christ. Glorification, completing all this transformation.
Has all this happened to YOU? The Holy Spirit convicts you of your need to be saved. The Holy Spirit
converts you to faith in Christ. And the Holy Spirit conveys all the blessings of being a new creation, in
union with Christ. You can't do this. You can't earn this. You can only receive this. By the Spirit.
Jesus said, "You must be born again." John 1:12 explains, "To all who did receive Him, who believed in
His name, He gave the right to become children of God, who were born of God." Repent, turn from sin
and self - and turn to the Savior. Receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior - and believe, putting all your
trust in Him. Then rely on the presence of the Holy Spirit - to live out His new life through yours.

You become a new creation in Christ.
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w.Christ -including regeneration & baptizng us into union w.Chrst & His new life... adoption, justificatn,
reconciliation, sanctification, glorification & all the rest =we'll talk abt upcoming =but today word abt
adoption= Bible says ministry of HS =glorify Christ, passages abt HS are context pointng to Christ &
exaltng Him...notice Peter @ Pentecost Acts 2sez repent & be baptized in Jesus name & you too will
receive th HS, - for the promise is for you & your children & all who are far off, everyone whom th Lord our
God calls to Himself... =regeneration!
=conversion to Christ is new birth by HS whch is 1cor12:13 =Spirit baptism not water baptism... water
baptism pictures Spirit baptism... water doesn't give the HS, God does, in His sovereign grace, not bcz of
some ritual - hear Titus3 He saved us, not bcz of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
His own mercy, by th washing of regeneratn & renewal of HS, whom He poured out on us richly thru JC
our Savior...not ritual of water baptsm but by HS, pictured in water
=challnge for "always been a believer" or since were little children...
like Nicodemus = where's th evidence of HS in your life??? don't depend on some decision made long
ago, some ritual performed upon you, some prayer you prayed - trust today in Jesus alone =be born
again from above by the HS... & you will receive the promise,
=& with that promise comes assurance of salvation.
many lack assurance bcz th HS is not bearing witness w.your spirit
Rom8:15 bt U have receivd th Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry Abba Father. Th Spirit Himself
bears witness w.our spirit tht we are children of God & heirs w.Christ... now listen to Gal 3 for in C.J
U are ALL sons of God thru faith. For as many of U as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ... you
are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's then you are Abrahams offspring, heirs according to
promise... tht we might receive adoption as sons. & bcz you are sons, God hs sent th Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, cryng Abba! Father
this is the assurance of salvation...
one final illustration abt HS - DeY says our baptism in the HS is like that wonderful waterfall of glaze
that pours over a KrispyKreme donut moving down th conveyor belt. Evry donut gets it & evry donut is
bettr for it. In a similar way J.baptizes us in the Sp tht we might know His power & be awash in His
blessings. Or as JnStott puts it: Sp baptism is a distinctive blessing, realized only in new covenant; an
intial blessing given at conversion, & a universal blessing, poured out on every belvr
presence of HS in believers life = definable & transforming... tru of U?
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reconciliation, sanctification, glorification & all the rest =we'll talk abt upcoming =but today word abt
adoption= Bible says ministry of HS =glorify Christ, passages abt HS are context pointng to Christ &
exaltng Him...notice Peter @ Pentecost Acts 2sez repent & be baptized in Jesus name & you too will
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that pours over a KrispyKreme donut moving down th conveyor belt. Evry donut gets it & evry donut is
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PRAYER

RESPONSE ~OFFERING =thx..worship..coffee..Islam.

 BENEDICTION ~ Rom 15 - May the God of hope fill you with all joy & peace in believing,
so that by the power of the H.S. you may abound in hope. 2 Co 13 - The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the H.S be with you all. Amen!
In the name of the F-S-HS - go in His peace & His power Amen !
29 MAY 2016 –Riverside Church–Rev.Grant Mangold *RECORD*
 CALL.TO.WORSHP=Hear the Word of the LORD -titus 2-&-3
for th grace of God has appeard, bringng salvation for all ppl, trainng us to renounce ungodlinss
& worldly passions, & to live self-controlld upright, godly lives in th present age, waitng for our
blessed hope, th appearng of th glory of our great God & Savior JC, who gave Himself to redeem
us from all lawlessness & to purify for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous
for good works...for when the goodness & lovingkindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved
us, not bcz of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by th washing
of regeneration & renewal of th HS, whom He poured out on us richly thru JC our Savior so tht
being justified by His grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life
May God bless the hearing & our heeding of His holy Word -Amen!
 ANNCE tdy-islam.. ths.wk- memDay.. vbs= sponsor $5.. othr GREET  PRAISE  PRAY-"prsctd"-VBS-memDay **EFCA **
please join me in readng 2 excerpts from th EFCA SOF - We believe in one God, Creator of all
things, holy, infinitely perfect, & eternally existing in a loving unity of three equally divine
Persons: th Father, th Son & th HS. Having limitless knowledge & sovereign powr, God has
graciously purposed frm eternity to redeem a people for Himself & to make all things new for
His own glory. We believe tht th HS, in all tht He does, glorifies th LJC. He convicts th world of
its guilt. He regenerates sinners, & in Him they are baptized into union w.Christ & adopted as
heirs in th family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips & empowers believers for
Christ-like living & service.
PRAYER

RESPONSE ~OFFERING =thx..worship..coffee..Islam.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.07.14

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The ancient creeds of the Christian church confess the existence of only one true God, the God of the
Bible. We've seen in past columns how the Bible reveals the one true God consists of three distinct divine
persons: Father, Son, Holy Spirit. One God, in three persons, the Triune God.
But talk about the Holy Spirit to many Christians, and their response runs the gamut from white-hot to hohum to ice-cold enthusiasm. Many are nervous about the Holy Spirit. But if you embrace what the Bible
teaches, you will change your perceptions, and welcome the reality of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
1- The Holy Spirit is a DIVINE PERSON. - Scripture reveals the Spirit to have all the attributes of God.
He is not a "force" or "mode" or "appearance" of God, but God Himself. Psalm 139, He is omni-present.
Hebrews 9, He is eternal. Acts 5, to lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie to God. Mark 13, He can be blasphemed.
1 Corinthians 3 and 6, interchangeably refer to "God's temple" and "temple of the Holy Spirit."
The Holy Spirit possesses attributes of personhood. Ephesians 4, He grieves. Romans 8, He intercedes.
Mark 13, He speaks. Matthew and Luke 1, He overshadows Mary to conceive Jesus. Matthew 12, Jesus
casts out demons by the Holy Spirit. Hebrews 9, Jesus offers Himself as the sacrifice for sins "through the
eternal Spirit." Romans 1, the Spirit of holiness declares Jesus as the Son of God, by His resurrection.
Scripture presents the Holy Spirit as active in creation, as in Genesis 1, Psalm 33 and 139. He is active in
redemption in ways complementary but distinct from the Father and the Son, as in Romans 8, Ephesians
1, 2 Thessalonians 2 and 1 Peter 1. All three persons of the Trinity are involved with the baptism of Jesus
in Matthew 3. In Matthew 4 the Holy Spirit empowers Jesus in temptation, and in Luke 4 returns Him to be
announced as Messiah. He is called the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ. He is a divine person.
2- The Holy Spirit is PROMISED TO BELIEVERS. - Many Old Testament passages point to the coming
Holy Spirit, including Joel 2:28-32 and Isaiah 11:1-5. In Ezekiel 36:22-37:4 God says, "I will put My Spirit
within you." The gospel of John presents Jesus as "He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit."
Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to His disciples several times, including John 14-16, Acts 1. At Pentecost
in Acts 2:33, Peter preached, "this Jesus, having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing" in fulfilment of Joel 2.
As the "Spirit of Truth" the Holy Spirit bears witness to Christ who bears witness to God the Father. The
Holy Spirit comes as a "paraclete" or counselor, advocate, helper. He continues the ministry of Christ by
indwelling and empowering His disciples, as the very power and presence of Christ within them.
3- The Holy Spirit is the believer's PERSONAL POSSESSION. - Jesus said, "you must be born again
from above by the Holy Spirit." Believers receive the Holy Spirit the moment they are born again,
regenerated by the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13 says "for in one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and all were made to drink of one Spirit." All Christians
have the Holy Spirit. You cannot be a Christian apart from the personal work of the Holy Spirit.
Then the Holy Spirit changes you. 2 Corinthians 3:3 puts it like this, "You show that you are a letter
from Christ, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on
tablets of human hearts." Verse 18 goes on to talk about being "transformed into the same image" of
Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit applying the truth of God's word to your mind, heart, and will.
Pastor and author Kevin DeYoung observes how the Old Testament is like an old photo album featuring
someone you don't really know. But in the New Testament, the Holy Spirit comes to life. And when you
become a believer in Jesus, His life now lives in you. He is now a person you not only know, but who
dwells inside you. Romans 8 describes the Holy Spirit as the very presence of Christ in you.
DeYoung says, "No other possession is as precious, helpful, dynamic, strong, and loving as the Spirit
who dwells in those who belong to God through Christ." In coming columns we'll explore the Holy Spirit's
work in the life of the believer. As Romans 15:13 prays, "May the God of hope fill YOU with all joy and
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit YOU may abound in hope." Amen!
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HEAVEN IS REAL !
The ascension of Jesus after His resurrection raises Him to return to His eternal glory in Heaven, where
He now reigns over His kingdom on earth and in Heaven, and over all things in the universe. He returns
not to mystical ethereal space, but to a specific place: Heaven. And this speaks volumes to you today!
1- Heaven is a place. - Luke 24 records several astounding facts. Jesus was resurrected in a "glorified"
physical body. Death could not hold Him. Jesus appeared in recognizable physical form to His disciples.
He could suddenly disappear from sight. Or appear in a locked room. He ate food with them. They talked
with Him, and touched Him.
Forty days after His resurrection, Jesus ascended in the clouds to Heaven. And He promises to return
again. Luke affirms this in Acts 1, as the angels said to the disciples, "This Jesus who was taken up from
you into heaven will come in the same way you saw him go."
2- Heaven is where Jesus is. - Bodies are corporeal, not spiritual, and require a localized place to exist.
Jesus raised as the Son of Man, in a glorified resurrected body. He returned not to His pre-incarnate noncorporeal spiritual existence, but to a localized place called Heaven. He came from Heaven to earth, to a
body, goes back to Heaven in a body, and will come again in a body. Jesus promised in John 14, "I go to
prepare a place for you, and I will come again to take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also."
God, the eternal trinity, three persons in one godhead, is still omnipresent. But the second person of the
Trinity, the raised Son of Man, is localized in Heaven, where He dwells. Yet He also dwells in the lives of
believers, through the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity. Jesus will always exist in the glorified
resurrected human body in which He ascended to Heaven - so that we can know Him personally forever.
3- Heaven is where believers will go. - Scripture says those who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior will one day dwell eternally with Him in heaven. Jesus will one day return to earth, and all who
believe in Him and have physically died will be resurrected to eternal spiritual existence in glorified bodies.
Those who are alive when Jesus returns will be changed, their bodies glorified for heavenly existence.
Speaking of the resurrection of believers, 1 Corinthians 15 says, "each in his own order: Christ the
firstfruits, then at His coming those who belong to Christ." 1 Thessalonians 4 explains, "For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel and sound of the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord."
4- Heaven is the "real" existence of believers today. - In His final words to His disciples, Jesus clearly
regarded His crucifixion, resurrection, ascension - His "glorification" - as good as done before it happened.
Now Jesus has been raised to glory, and He is our hope of glory. But this hope is not wishful thinking, it is
guaranteed. So much so, Colossians 2 speaks of believers as already raised to heaven: "You were also
raised with Him through faith, in the powerful working of God...and made alive together with Him."
For believers, your earthly existence is temporary, but your eternal existence is in Heaven. Because as
Scripture says, Christians are "in union with Christ." Colossians 3 says, "Since you have been raised with
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on
things that are in above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory."
5- Will YOU go to heaven? - This is the great eternal question of your life. There is only one answer
from Scripture. Not those who simply believe in God, but those who receive Jesus as Lord and Savior.
1 John 5:11 says, "This is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever
has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life." When you are born
again from above by the Holy Spirit, you receive this eternal resurrection life. 1 John 5:13, "I write these
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life."
Put all your trust in Jesus, and look forward to eternal life in Heaven - with Him now and forever!
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HE REIGNS !
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, laid aside His divine glory for a season, to minister in a physical
body on earth. Then He returned to heaven to resume the fulness of His glory there - and to reign.
We saw last time how Jesus fulfills the "Son of Man" vision of Daniel 7 as He returns on the clouds of
heaven to His coronation, resuming His rightful place at the right hand of the throne of God. As the
eternal second person of the Trinity, He is co-regent over the universe. He is reinstated with all the
authority of the Godhead, to reign over His kingdom on earth and in heaven. Worship Him!
1- RAISED - Ephesians 1 also talks about the glory of the risen, reigning Lord and Savior Jesus Christ:
"the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His great
might that He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name, in this
age and in that to come. And He put all things under His feet and gave Him as head over all things."
AMEN! This is a most glorious passage about the present reign of Christ over EVERYTHING!
Ephesians 4 continues, "when He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men."
Colossians 2:15 adds, "He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, triumphing
over them in Him." Jesus was raised from the dead as a conquering king, overcoming sin and the grave.
He also defeated Satan and the demonic powers of darkness. The cosmic rebellion against God has
failed. Human kings in ancient times paraded vanquished foes with all their captured treasures. God did
this to Egypt, making a public spectacle of His enemies, and giving gifts to His own people.
The apostle Paul quotes from an Old Testament passage associated with Pentecost, the feast of firstfruits, a spring festival of harvest. Pentecost was 50 days after Passover. Jesus was crucified and
resurrected at Passover, and ascended 40 days later. For Christians, Pentecost marks the giving of the
Holy Spirit - the firstfruits of Christ's resurrection, the guarantee of our resurrection. The Holy Spirit also
indwells God's people to empower them to carry on His ministry of growing God's kingdom on earth.
2- REIGNING - Acts 2 records how on that day of Pentecost nearly 2,000 years ago, Peter preached, this
Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed...
but God raised Him up and of that we are all witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing. Therefore know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." Jesus was raised to glory and given all the authority of God. He
had already commissioned his disciples with that authority, and had promised them the indwelling
baptizing energizing power of the Holy Spirit. And that's what happened on the day of Pentecost.
Ephesians 4 goes on to say "He gave the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ." All Christians are commssioned by
Christ, by His authority as His representatives to carry on His mission on earth as He rules from heaven,
interceding for us, preparing a place for all who come to faith. Jesus was raised to reign - and He does!
3- RESPONSE - Philippians 2 exults in the exalted glory of the risen reigning Christ, then says, "therefore,
my beloved, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to
will and to work for His good pleasure." The proper response: worshipful obedience. Because God has
done it all for YOU. Picture a great "U-shape." With the pre-incarnate glory of Christ on the top left, His
"humiliation" curves down as His incarnation and earthly ministry culminate in His death in crucifixion.
Then His "exaltation" curves up to the top right, as He is raised to new life, ascends, and reigns in glory.
Jesus did all this for YOU - so that you may believe in Him, receive His new life, and one day reign with
Him in glory. If you are a believer, then live out His salvation, as God indwells you with the Holy Spirit - so
you worship Him and work for Him as His commissioned representative, awaiting His return in glory.
On this Fourth of July, consider how our Founding Fathers clearly recognized God as reigning supreme
over all earthly authority and government. Does Jesus REIGN in your life? Declare your dependence
upon Him today - and live out His new life by His power within you! That's truly "glory"!
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GLORIFIED !
The word "glory" conjures up wondrous things in your mind's eye. "Awesome, majestic, amazing" and
"exponentially beyond extraordinary." But anything we can experience or imagine is only a glimpse of the
reality of the glory of Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, who came from heaven to earth and back.
Both Old and New Testament proclaim the necessity for Him to return to heaven forever. This involves
three important aspects: He returns to glory; He returns to a place; He returns to reign. First, His glory:
1- GLORIFY ME - In John 17 Jesus prayed, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son that the Son
may glorify You, since You have given Him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom You
have given Him... I glorified You on earth, having accomplished the work that You gave Me to do. And
now Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the glory that I had with You before the world existed."
In the gospel of John, Jesus spoke of His "glorification" as His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension - all
rolled into one guaranteed astounding miraculous activity of His divinity. It signals the accomplishment of
His mission. Then, He returns to be re-enthroned in Heaven from whence He came. John opened his
gospel by describing the eternal glory of the pre-incarnate "Word" who always existed with God as God
the Son, our Creator. He came, John says, and we have seen His glory. Glimpses of His divine heavenly
glory shone in Jesus Christ through His miracles, His words, and His character, as "full of grace and
truth." They shone in His incarnation, His transfiguration, His resurrection, and His ascension.
2- SON OF MAN - Jesus referred to Himself over 80 times as the "Son of Man" - which reminded Jewish
minds of the vision in Daniel 7: "Behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a Son of Man, and
He came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him, and to Him was given dominion and
glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations and languages should serve Him; His dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom one that shall not be destroyed."
The term also underscores the humanity and the divinity of the unique God-man, the Lord Jesus Christ.
HE is this "Son of Man" who ascends on the clouds. He returns to His coronation as the God-Man who
accomplished his earthly mission - to be enthroned on high with divine authority to judge and to rule in
glory from His throne in heaven. This is what Jesus prayed in John 17 - to be returned to the presence of
God with the glory He had before the world existed.
3- HUMANLY HUMILIATED - All this is what the apostle Paul explains in Philippians 2: "Christ Jesus,
who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped (held on to),
but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men." Before He was
Jesus Christ in space and time on earth, He was the eternal second person of the one Triune God, the
Son of God. He has always existed, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit. One God
in three persons, the unique revelation of the one true God in the Bible, His written witness of Himself.
Paul continues, "And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross." Jesus, the eternal Word, humbled His divine self, laying aside His glory,
in order to become flesh and dwell among us. To serve, not to be served, and to give His life as a ransom
for many. He perfectly obeyed God's plan and purpose, through incarnation, ministry and crucifixion.
4- HIGHLY EXALTED - His perfect obedience in humiliation becomes His perfect exaltation, through His
resurrection from the dead and His ascension into heaven. Philippians 2 continues: Therefore God has
highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Jesus returns to His rightful glory. Eternal glory. Divine glory. If you will not bow to Him as Lord in this life,
you will certainly bow to Him in the next. But only those who believe and receive Him on earth will live
forever with Him in His heavenly glory. What is YOUR response? The glory of Jesus REQUIRES worship!
Bow down to Him, your eternal Creator and Redeemer, who ever lives and reigns - for YOU, if you will
receive Him as your Lord and Savior. Trust and obey Him today - and look forward to His glory!
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ASCENDED !
Commentator Paul Harvey used to say, "that's the rest of the story." The Gospel of John seems to close
with a curious omission. John talks about the ascension with-in his Gospel, but not at the end. Actually,
this strengthens the authenticity of the Gospels. Differences in the four accounts add credibility, because
they show the Bible is not made-up. The narrative is not artificially coordinated. It is authentic history.
1- GLORIFICATION - Writing after the other Gospels, John intends to provide a different perspective on
the life and ministry of Jesus. One of his oft-stated themes is the "glorification" of Jesus. John opens
with grand statements about the majestic pre-incarnate glory of Jesus in Heaven. And then John focuses
carefully on how Jesus is glorified on earth, as the Christ, the Lord, the Son of God.
Six times Jesus talks about His "glorification" - His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. In John
chapters 7,12,13,17 Jesus refers to these events as already completed. In John 12 Jesus prayed, "for this
purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify Your name!" God's voice answered, "I have glorified it
and I will glorify it again." In John 13, Jesus announced, "Now is the Son of Man glorified," referring to His
impending crucifixion and resurrection. Jesus talks specifically about His ascension in John chapters 1,3,
6,20, but not in 21. Because of the resurrection, it is viewed "good-as-done."
2- ASCENSION - Luke chapter 24 gives the fullest account. Jesus appeared to the disciples after His
resurrection, saying, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything
written about Me (in the Old Testament) must be fulfilled." Then Jesus opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures, and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins be proclaimed in His name to all nations."
This is Luke's account of what's called the "Great Commission," which appears in all four Gospels.
Then Jesus says, "You are witnesses of these things. And behold I am sending the promise of My Father
upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high." This is the promised Holy
Spirit. Then Luke reports His ascension, "and lifting up His hands He blessed them. While He blessed
them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him."
3- COMMISSION - Notice two important features of the ascension of Jesus. First, it COMPLETES His
earthly ministry. Just before He ascends, Jesus rehearses His words and works to His disciples, then He
goes into heaven - so the Holy Spirit can come to earth, to indwell His disciples. Second, the ascension of
Jesus CONTINUES His earthly ministry - through His disciples. Jesus the Son of God transitions from
personal physical ministry on earth to spiritual ministry in the person and power of God the Holy Spirit.
Luke continues his narrative in the book of Acts, writing, "In the first book, I have dealt with all that Jesus
began to do and teach, until the day He was taken up, after He had given commands through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen." Luke says Jesus presented Himself alive to them after His
suffering, by many proofs, appearing to them during 40 days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
Luke reports, "and while staying with them He ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for
the promise of the Father, which, Jesus said, “you heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” The disciples wondered if this meant Jesus
would now "restore the kingdom to Israel," meaning, to fulfill their earthly Messianic expectations.
But Jesus said to them, "It is not for YOU to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His own
authority. But YOU will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon YOU, and YOU will be My
witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth." This is how Jesus'
ministry will continue through His disciples. Luke writes, "and when He had said these things, as they
were lookng on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of their sight."
These eyewitnesses to His ascension waited 10 more days. Then on the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after
Passover, the promise was fulfilled. The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, as recorded in Acts 2.
This is the same Holy Spirit who baptizes and indwells every believer. Because the reason YOU are left
on earth is to be a witness for Jesus. YOU are commissioned to tell everyone the Good News!
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YOU, FOLLOW ME !
Do you read a book starting at the back? With the Gospel of John, this could be confusing. This final
chapter 21 ties up some loose ends from earlier chapters, involving Peter, John, and Judas. It weaves
themes from throughout the gospel, ending with a personally challenging invitation.
1- PETER RESTORED - If one word could describe Peter in John 21, it might be "restored." Here, after
breakfast on the beach, Jesus re-commissions Peter, who had denied Him. He says, love Me, catch My
fish, feed My sheep, follow Me. Be My servant, My representative, as you love and obey Me.
In v.18, Jesus predicts Peter's death. But first, he has a future. He will live and serve. As the book of Acts
unfolds, he becomes a powerful preacher. He writes two New Testament letters, and is the source for
Mark's gospel. Second, his death will glorify God. Under Emperor Nero about 30 years later, Peter insists
on being crucified upside down, unworthy of the same execution as Jesus. But that's a long way off. And
v.19 records, "after saying this, Jesus said to Peter, "Follow Me." Distracted, Peter saw John following,
the one who asked Jesus during the supper, "Who will betray you?"
2- JUDAS' REMORSE - What one word describes Judas Iscariot? Peter had denied Jesus, but Judas
betrayed Him, which led to His death. Peter spoke brash words of bravado and brandished a sword, then
claimed he never knew Jesus. Judas claimed by words and actions to know Jesus, even embracing Him
in betrayal. But it was all counterfeit. Peter repented and was restored. But Judas could not repent
because he was not regenerated by the Holy Spirit. He only knew "remorse."
Judas, the thief, changed his mind, regretted his betrayal, and even returned the 30 pieces of silver. But
he didn't change his volition. Saving faith involves the whole person, heart, mind, will. Judas did not return
to Jesus to seek repentance and faith. He listened to the lies of the world, flesh, and devil who was a liar
and murderer from the beginning. Satan entered him, he betrayed Jesus, and hanged himself. So Peter
was restored and called to follow Jesus, and Judas was lost in remorse - but what of John?
3- JOHN REMAINS - When Peter saw John following Jesus, he said, "Lord, what about this man?"
Fishing partners, they became the inner circle of disciples, closest to Jesus. John followed Jesus at his
trial, and was first to His empty tomb. Due to his failures, perhaps Peter fears John will become leader.
Jesus answers, "If it is My will that John remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!"
John is the only apostle to not lose his life as a martyr. Persecuted like the rest, eventually exiled, he
wrote the gospel of John, three epistles, and Revelation. But this is not Peter's concern. Jesus says, "I'm
re-commissioning you, Peter. You need restoring, but John doesn't. Don't change the focus - FOLLOW
ME! Don't be like children wanting what other kids got. Be faithful with what God has given you.
4- YOU RENEWED - In v.20, John is already following Jesus. He says, Peter, you, follow Me! God has
good plans, but Peter must step out in faith, trust and obey. This is true for YOU too. Have you denied
Jesus while others have not? Focus on Jesus, not them. Repent, and follow Him! Jesus knows all about
YOUR life, your path and trials. Trust Him to work all things together for good. Following Jesus is not
about position and power, but steady plodding worshipful obedience. Jesus says, YOU, follow Me!
In v.24 John reveals himself as the author of the gospel, with the credibility of an apostle. He was there,
experienced it, bears witness, writes it down. His eyewitness testimony is true. You can trust him. And he
could have told even more. "Now there are many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to
be written, I suppose the world itself could not contain the books that would be written." Jewish hyperbole?
In chapters 1-21 you see glimpses of the glory of this divine person, your Creator come to redeem you. In
the Bible, God provides all you NEED to know, all He intends for you. It is sufficient to convict you of sin,
convince you that Jesus is God's Son, our Savior, and to be saved by believing in Him.
What of YOU? Are you renewed in Jesus, through repentance and faith? Trust and obey Him. YOU also
are recruited to represent Him, like Peter and John. Catch His fish, tend His lambs, follow Him, live for
Him in all you do, say, and think - by His spiritual life lived through you. Your life adds to the eternal pages
being written about Jesus and the lives He transforms. How are you coming with your testimony?
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TEND MY LAMBS
Jesus fixed breakfast on the beach for the disciples, reminding them of His calling to be "fishers of men."
Sitting around a charcoal fire with fish and bread, deeper conversation ensues, recorded in John 21.
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" asks Jesus. He uses Peter's whole formal name, not nickname.
Your mother meant business when she called you that way. Jesus says, pay attention, this is serious.
But what did Jesus mean? Do you love me more than your fishing buddies and all this gear? You know
how your toys and friends can take you away from the Lord's work, especially on Sundays or Wednesday
"church night." Did Jesus mean, do you love Me more than these other disciples do? They remembered
that before his denial, Peter had stepped forward to proclaim, "Lord, I will lay down my life for You."
Peter had sinned publicly, and needed to be restored publicly, for his and the disciples' sake. He has
repented and received the Lord's forgiveness. And now in John 21:15, Peter answers, "Lord, You know
that I love You." Jesus says to him, "Feed My lambs." Jesus is the Good Shepherd, who gives His life
for His lambs, but now He is returning to heaven. Who will care for His sheep?
Jesus says a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Likely the disciples recall how often,
especially right before His crucifixion, Jesus had told them, "If you love Me, you will obey Me." This time
Peter gives an affirmative reply, "Yes, Lord, You know that I love You." Jesus says, "Tend My sheep."
Repetition may be painful, but necessary, to affirm Peter's restoration.
The right answer doesn't mean much if you don't follow through with action. In Matthew 16, Peter had
confessed Jesus, then rebuked Him for talking about impending crucifixion. And Jesus said, "Get behind
Me, Satan; you are a hindrance to Me, for you are not setting your mind on the things of God but on the
things of man." Saying you love Me but not obeying Me, betrays your true intentions.
Jesus asks a third time, "Simon, Son of John, do you love Me?" Peter is grieved about being asked
three times. No doubt he ruefully recalls he had denied the Lord three times. Peter replies, "Lord, You
know everything; You know that I love You." Jesus says, "Feed My sheep." Twice Jesus uses the
Greek word for self-giving"agape" love, and once, brotherly "phileo" love. These are often interchanged in
Scripture, even when English readers might expect a certain one. Jesus also interchanged sheep, lambs
and tend, feed. Over-emphasizing Greek obscurities can also obscure the meaning of a text. Cults often
do this, as they read too much into a text, instead of reading out of the text what it says.
Point is, love involves the heart and head and will. Jesus' words recall Himself as the Good Shepherd of
John 10, who is not a hireling who runs away, but who gives His life for His sheep. Jesus restores Peter
to do likewise, as he had once declared. Peter is called as an under-shepherd, who feeds the master's
sheep, provides good grazing and tends to their care in every respect, to grow the flock.
Jesus says, "Peter, be a care-giving example to others. Love, trust, obey Me and My words, to do the
work of making disciples who make disciples, future followers of Me." Peter learned his lessons well. In 1
Peter 5, he writes, "shepherd the flock of God, willingly, not lording over them, but being examples to the
flock. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility." Not thinking less of yourself, but of others more.
You are tempted by the world, flesh and devil. But God knows your weaknesses. If you are one of His
sheep, nothing can snatch you out of His hand. In Luke 22, Satan demanded to sift Peter like wheat. But
Jesus said, "I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again (repented
and been restored) strengthen your brothers." Properly humbled, Peter can now both serve and lead.
He writes in 1 Peter 5, "Humble yourselves, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He
may exalt you, casting all your cares on Him, because He cares for you. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the
same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world."
Peter KNOWS what he's talking about. Then he tenderly tends the Lord's lambs: "And after you have
suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen!"
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UN-PETRIFIED
Peter's pride un-petrified. That's what happened one morning on the beach at the Sea of Galilee. Peter
was humbled, contemplating himself and his failures. He was afflicted with foot & mouth disease: open
big macho mouth, insert mucho foot. Peter had wanted to make himself seem big and others little.
Sincere, but proud, he didn't think ahead of time what to say. Again, he'd only made himself look a fool.
But this time, it was different. Jesus' life was at stake. And Peter had denied Him. In John 13 he boasted
he was ready to die with Jesus. In John 18 He struck with a sword at His arrest. Then, moments later,
with oaths, he denied he even knew Jesus. Then they killed Him. If only Peter could do it all over again!
Amazingly, Jesus rose from the dead. In John 20, Peter saw the empty tomb, then later Easter Sunday,
he saw the resurrected Jesus with his own eyes. Even the scars from the cross. Incredible! And Jesus
spoke so warmly and directly as He commissioned His disciples, with His peace, purpose and power.
FISHING - Now, in John 21, we see seven disciples at the sea of Galilee, as Jesus instructed. As they
waited, Peter said in v.3, "I'm going fishing." Great idea, and they all went with him. After all, before
Jesus called them three years ago, most had been commercial fishermen. They fished all night, as usual,
and caught nothing. Not unusual. At daybreak, about 100 yards from shore, a man calls, "hey guys, have
any fish?" Nope. "Cast your net on the right side of the boat." Do you like advice? As professional
fishermen, they probably didn't either. But they could not haul the net because of the quantity of fish.
John said, "It is the Lord!" How did he know, in the early light of daybreak? The scene rang a bell. They
were in their old fishing grounds, where something similar happened three years before. Luke 5 records it.
After Jesus used Peter's boat as a pulpit, He told them to put out their nets. Peter protested, "we've toiled
all night, but because You say, we will." They caught so many fish it swamped their boats.
Peter, Andrew, James, John all left their nets and boats that day, because Jesus called them to become
fishers of men. "From now on, you'll be catching mankind." Now today, three years later, John was
first to discern, and Peter first to act. He plunged into the water and headed to shore. There's a lesson in
the background here: if you've denied the Lord, GO to Him! If you've sinned against someone, go to that
person, repent, forgive, and be reconciled. Jesus has paid for sin!
BREAKFAST - Verse 9 says when they all got to shore, they saw a charcoal fire, with fish and bread.
Jesus had fixed them breakfast on the beach! When I was a student in Israel many years ago, one of the
most memorable scenes was the early morning fog at a seaside pier along the sea of Galilee, as
fisherman brought their catch ashore. The scene in John 21 must have kindled memories for the disciples
too. In Luke 24, Jesus ate broiled fish with them after His resurrection. In John 6, Jesus fed over 5,000
people with two fish and five loaves, just up the hillside, near where they were today.
But the scene must have affected Peter most, reminding him of that awful night, recorded in John 18.
The servants and officers were around a charcoal fire, and they asked Peter about Jesus. Then a rooster
crowed, right after Peter denied Jesus for the third time. Peter remembers. Pride. Shame. Tears.
Jesus is tending this fire, but He didn't bring up the past. He asked for some of the fish they caught. Peter,
strong as an ox and wanting to make amends, hauled the whole net ashore, and they counted 153 fish.
Numerous erroneous theories abound as to that number, but the best answer is, they caught 153 fish!
A big catch, and the net was not torn - another miracle by the sea! Another proof of Jesus' resurrection.
In v.12, Jesus said "come and have breakfast." Food tastes best after hard work. "And nothin' says
lovin' like somethin' from the grill." Jesus took the bread and fish and gave it to them. A powerful reminder
and object lesson of who Jesus is - the Son of God who came to serve and to save! This must have been
a wonderful time of food and fellowship. This episode is one reason so many churches have men's prayer
breakfasts, for men willing to put more interest in Jesus than in projecting their own macho image.
It's an important lesson: Do what Jesus says, and you'll be blessed. He says "catch My fish." If you do,
you'll catch a great harvest of souls! Peter obeyed, proclaimed the Good News - and in Acts 2 saw 3,000
souls come to faith in Jesus! Who could YOU share the good news about Jesus with today?

PASTORS COLUMN – 2016.05.19

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
OUT WITH DOUBT
Many people prefer to believe comfortable lies rather than be faced with uncomfortable truth. "Deceive
me, don't disturb me." In John 20, the disciple Thomas was a doubter. Seeing was believing. But when he
came face to face with the risen Jesus, all doubt disappeared.
There was Jesus, resurrected, alive! In verse 27, Jesus says "do not disbelieve, but believe." Stop
doubting, and believe. Thomas did just that. He says to Jesus, "My Lord and my God." With this one
phrase Thomas goes from classic skeptic to world-class believer. It is an astounding testimony of faith.
He uses the Greek words that recognize Jesus as the LORD God of the Old Testament, and the New
Testament's ultimate expression of the one true GOD. It's an echo of John 1:1 - Jesus IS God.
Thomas personalized this with MY Lord and MY God, an unusual yet exemplary confession that some
theologians call the clearest highest profession of faith anywhere in Scripture. And Jesus accepts his
worship, because He IS God - worthy of all faith and worship and obedience and love and trust.
Thomas expresses personal faith not just in the resurrection of Jesus, but in His divine identity. He is the
risen LORD GOD. Perhaps Thomas had been paying attention after all, in John chapters 1-19, where
Jesus expressed His words and works to demonstrate His divinity. And today, after three years of
following Jesus as a disciple, Thomas truly believed. When did YOU believe?
Jesus answers, "Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed." He's talking about YOU and me here, as He prayed in John 17:20. All the
disciples saw and heard Jesus' words and works. But we didn't. We believe THEIR eyewitness testimony.
Are YOU a believer like Thomas, in Jesus Christ as LORD and GOD? If so, like Thomas, that's the work
of the Holy Spirit, applying His truth to your heart and mind and will. He has regenerated you from
spiritual death to life, rescuing you from the darkness of unbelief into the light of His truth and grace.
"Blessed" here means not just great happiness or joy, but being spiritually blessed by God - having
received the undeserved favor and grace of God. That's what overcomes doubts and fears and skeptics
and rebellion against God. That's the reason John wrote his gospel - so YOU will believe, like Thomas.
He writes, "now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written
in this book." John chose a few representative signs - turning water into wine, feeding the 5,000, healing
the lame and blind, raising the dead, and then His own resurrection. Things only God can do.
In verse 31 John declares, "but these things are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name." Jesus is the personal
name of the real person. Christ is His title, denoting His mission to save His people from their sins. Son of
God is His divine identity. Not just a miracle-worker or great teacher. God Himself, risen from the dead.
Romans 10:9 says "if YOU confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." This is not just an intellectual exercise, or assent to facts. It
is believing with your whole being, mind, heart, will - being born again by the Holy Spirit. 1 Peter 1:18
says "though you do not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy inexpressible, full of glory."
The change from doubter to believer is a supernatural change - that transforms your whole life, forever.
You not only receive the spiritual resurrection life of Jesus, but also His mission. You now help others
come to faith, so that for them too, "believing will be seeing." Walking by faith, not sight.
Doubts are common, and must be overcome with faith. Doubts are often due to errors in thinking about
God and His Word and His promises. But God is faithful. He does fulfill His promises. You can trust His
Word. Only as you trust and obey Him, will you experience the blessedness of believing in Him abundant life here and now, which lasts forever with Him. Doubt is daily. But you choose to believe.
Facts strengthen faith. The more you understand God's Word, the stronger your faith. The more you
experience His truth in your life, the stronger your faith as you trust and obey. Feelings follow faith. Begin
by believing what God says about Jesus is true - this is how you "have LIFE in His name."
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ABOUT THOSE DOUBTS
Thomas was not there Easter Sunday. He skipped church. Not a good idea. When the other disciples told
him in John 20:25, "We have seen the Lord" he must have thought they saw a ghost. Then he was
confronted with the classic conundrum, that old Marx brothers line, "who you gonna believe, me or your
lyin' eyes?" Will doubt overcome faith, or will faith overcome doubt?
What would you do? Thomas opted for doubt. "Unless I see, and place my finger into the mark of the
nails and place my hand into His side, I will never believe." Strong statement. Totally discounting the
testimony of his fellow disciples. Why doubt their word? Are they not credible witnesses?
Because both doubt and faith are intentional. Two sides of the same coin. You're either inclined to
want to believe something or you've already decided you don't want to believe. Will you like what's on the
menu? Or the people you're with today? Is that candidate going to win the election? Do you require more
evidence? Or would any new facts ever change your mind? Who would you believe?
When it comes to Jesus, ALL the same evidence is available to everyone, and it's ALL the evidence
anyone should ever need. But people who "don't want to believe" cannot be convinced by any evidence
or facts. Conversely, people who "want to believe" often overlook important facts. Even some Christians
would rather "hope" for something they want to be true, than actually "believe" the real truth.
What is doubt? Refusal to accept available evidence, and decide to not believe, in spite of the facts.
What is faith? Agreement with available evidence and deciding to believe. Faith always follows facts.
"Blind faith" means believing something without evidence, or in spite of evidence to the contrary. But the
Christian faith is eminently reasonable, always based on irrefutable evidence: God's Word.
Thomas didn't really understand his own doubt. It IS hard to believe Jesus is alive. Thomas didn't mean to
be arrogant, but he was. That's the reality for people who refuse to believe, as if nothing can be certain
until they sign off on it. How does Thomas expect anyone else to ever take his word for anything?
Here are four powerful questions you can use with doubters and skeptics to help them see reality.
#1 - "What do you mean by that?" - Make sure you're talking about the same ideas. Regardless of
words used, people can mean different things by the same terms. Generations use different meanings.
#2 - "Where do you get your information?" - People need to confront their own presuppositions. No
one knows everything, but often act like it. No human authority is omniscient. Could they be wrong? If
you're your own authority, your argument loses credibility, because you can't know everything. Atheists
won't admit they cannot account for logic and reason, which derive only from the Christian worldview.
#3 - "What would it take to change your mind?" - This helps people realize they are predisposed to
either doubt or believe. Many will refuse to admit they aren't really seeking truth, or even more facts.
#4 - "What if you're wrong, and you die?" - This blows away all the smoke-screens and ramps an
argument to its ultimate end. If its "truth" we're talking about, then there are eternal consequences. The
only ultimate omniscient authority of truth is God Himself, and what He has revealed in His Word. We're
not asked to believe smoke and mirrors. God provides evidence. We're asked to believe credible
witnesses of what He says and what He's done. That's why God provides us the written Bible.
For Thomas, doubt overcame faith. Only seeing was believing. His pessimistic personality shows in John
11 and 14. A very literal thinker, perhaps he didn't always see the forest for the trees. In John 20:26,
Jesus was very gracious to Thomas. He repeated the scene Thomas missed the previous Sunday. Again
the doors are locked and Jesus appears in their midst and says "peace be with you" - don't be afraid, it
really is Me, Jesus, alive - with God's shalom perfect peace for you.
Thomas is faced with the irrefutable proof he demanded. In John 20:27, Jesus said to Thomas, "Put your
finger here and see My hands, and put out your hand and place it in My side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe." It is Jesus! Thomas can recognize Him, touch Him, eat with Him. Thomas began with the
idea that "seeing is believing" - but Jesus has changed all that. Next time: "believing is seeing."
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WAKE UP AMERICA !
Where were YOU last night? Or this afternoon? That's when millions of Americans gather in homes,
churches, schools, and businesses, for the National Day of Prayer. We're bowing before Almighty
God, in repentance and faith, to ask His mercy to change our nation. Especially in this election year!
Are YOU among the 30 percent of Americans who say they pray every day and attend church at least
once a week? That's a just-released result of a recent study by the Pew Research Center looking at
"religion in everyday life." Only 45 percent of respondents believe prayer is essential to their religious
faith. Depending how they identified themselves, people pray only 27 to 90 percent of the time even
when they have major life decisions to make. This data helps us understand our dire situation.
WHY PRAY? - The psalmist asked, "When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the
righteous do?" (Psalm 11:3). Rev. Franklin Graham has some answers. He leads the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association and the international relief and evangelism organization Samaritan's Purse, and
an honorary chairman for the National Day of Prayer. The 2016 theme is Wake Up America!
Graham writes, "I believe our nation is in trouble today, probably more than I've seen in my lifetime.
We are contending with issues that are causing the very foundation of our country to crumble. Our
moral and spiritual roots are eroding, the economy is misleading, family life is disintegrating, and
political forces are at unprecedented odds. There seem to be very few leaders who will take a stand
for God and for His Word.
"It can be tempting to believe that America has reached a point of no retur n. While these factors cause
despair, we are reminded in Scripture that with God, nothing is impossible. No problem is too great for
Him. Seasons of distress and uncertainty and hardship call for faithful, fervent prayer by God's people
and remind us of our responsibility to humble ourselves before Almighty God. We cannot expect
healing to come to our nation apart from obedience to God through His Holy Word.
"God longs for His people to humble themselves and to seek forgiveness and pray for guidance. God's
Word says, 'Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord' (Psalm 33:12). The Bible commands that we
repent of our sins and turn to Almighty God. And because we are confident that we serve a God of
mercy and compassion, we know that He stands ready to respond to our cries out of the abundance of
His divine wisdom.
"It is a crucial time for us to individually and collectively seek God's divine intervention for the
challenges facing us. We need to pray not only for our nation, but we need to pray for our lead ers, for
all those who govern us, that they will turn to God with humble hearts and follow Him. Our military
leaders need our prayers as we have dedicated men and women serving on battlefields and
sacrificing their blood to protect our nation and many innocent people around the world. God is faithful
to bless those who turn to Him.
"Pray that as a nation we would return to God. As we call on God, let us do so by genuine faith,
believing that He hears our prayers. God can heal this great land, for which our forefathers fought and
died. We need spiritual renewal, we need a revival in America, and we need each and every one to
pray. Lord, Hear Our Cry!" — Franklin Graham
LET US PRAY! - The Apostle Paul gives similar instruction in 1 Timothy 2. "I urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in eve ry way. This is good,
and pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. For there is one mediator between God and mankind, Jesus Christ. "
If these words resonate with you, you know that changing a nation begins with YOU - one heart at a
time. Pray today, and every day, for God's peace through Christ Jesus for the people around you.
You can get more information and several helpful prayer resources at www.NationalDayOfPrayer.org
- Wake up. Be a prayer warrior, not a worrier. Take it to the LORD in prayer!
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POWER & PASSION
That Jesus rose from the dead is a well-attested fact of history. You are not at liberty to ignore His
resurrection. Death, burial, resurrection are not normal, but supernatural. You MUST respond.
The apostle Paul says the resurrection is at the heart of the Christian faith, and must be believed. In
addition to his appearances recorded in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the risen Lord also
appeared to more than 500 followers at one time. Most of whom were still alive when Paul wrote about it
in 1 Cor 15 - so anyone could corroborate their testimony. Eyewitness accounts compel you to believe
Jesus is alive - and experience His life-changing reality. Receive Him - or pay the price of rejecting Him.
HIS PEACE - In John 14:27 Jesus promised "My peace I give to you, not as the world gives, so do not be
afraid." This was in context of His leaving them, and giving them the Holy Spirit, which was all now
coming to pass. In John 16:33 He said "I have said these things that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take heart, I have overcome the world." In John 20:19, the resurrected
Jesus gives them the fullness of His 'shalom' peace. They will need it as they withstand persecution and
share the Good News. Because they will no longer be living for themselves, but for Him.
HIS PURPOSE - In John 20:21 Jesus said, "As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you." If you
are a believer, He sent YOU right here where you are right now - with His peace, for His purpose. John
20 is his capsule version of the "great commission" to go and make disciples. Why, for many who claim to
be Christians it's their "great omission" - the one thing they won't or don't want to do? It takes power!
HIS POWER - In verse 22, Jesus breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit." It's a play on
words. Spirit in Greek is pneuma, breath, air, spirit. The Bible pictures the Triune God as breathing out
the creation of the cosmos, and breathing out the written Scriptures. But the Holy Spirit is the second
person of the Triune God, not the actual physical breath of Jesus' mouth.
Jesus breathes as an object lesson of what will soon happen to the disciples on the day of Pentecost, in
Acts 2. That's when they receive the promised power of the Holy Spirit, to carry out the mission of Jesus.
Don't be confused by John's compressed account, as the actual giving of the Holy Spirit has already
happened long before John writes his gospel, which he pens for theological, not chronological reasons.
Likewise in Luke 24 Jesus says the crucifixion and resurrection happened to fulfill Scripture. Therefore,
"Repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in My name. You are witnesses of these
things. Behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you, to clothe you with power from on high."
John 20 is his account of the great commission, echoed in Matthew 28, Luke 24, Mark 16, Acts 1. Jesus
passes on His mission, and provides not only His peace and purpose, but the power they require. This
process protracted for 40 days after the resurrection until His ascension. The disciples waited in prayer
another 10 days for the unleashing of the Spirit. For believers today, receiving the Holy Spirit (John 1:33,
3:5, 1 Cor 12:13) comes at the moment of regeneration, as you are born again from above, sealed,
indwelt and gifted - all to serve the Savior, who has chosen and commissioned you for His purpose.
YOUR PASSION - Jesus gives His disciples three things. His PEACE makes you right with God, as you
trust not in rituals but the work of Christ on the cross to pay for sins. His PURPOSE transforms your daily
existence from mere earthly pursuits to His eternal purpose, to grow His kingdom. His POWER equips
you with the indwelling Holy Spirit - so that you can do His will, to trust and obey Him in all things.
It's the Holy Spirit who convicts and convinces people of sin, and regenerates them to new birth in Christ.
This happens as you share your testimony of faith in God's word which declares His judgment against sin,
and His offer of forgiveness and new life by trusting in Christ's sacrifice and His resurrection.
These aren't just dry words from a dusty old book, these are words of life to you, if you believe! Jesus has
sent YOU to the very place you are right now, so you can show and tell how Jesus has transformed your
life, and how He will transform others too - if they will believe in Him! Share this good news today!
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PEACE & PURPOSE
The news is incredible. First, Jesus is not in His tomb! Then, Jesus is alive! The women saw Him, and so
did two men on the road to Emmaus. The disciples are incredulous. It's too good to be true! But it gets
better. As John 20 unfolds, Jesus appears, giving them three things: His peace, His purpose, His power.
As we view the resurrection of Jesus in the gospel of John, consider there are three other gospels,
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Together with the book of Acts and the letters of the New Testament, they
provide a complete picture of incontrovertible eyewitness testimony about the resurrection.
The apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 calls it "of first importance" to the Christian faith that Jesus died for
sins, was buried, and raised to life. Never think for a moment that people back then weren't as smart.
Paul had the equivalent of two doctoral degrees by the age of 21. The risen Christ appeared to him and
changed him from a persecutor of Christians to a prosecutor of Christianity - a champion of the faith.
in John 20:19, on Easter evening, the disciples were in a holy huddle behind locked doors. Then Jesus
appeared among them. Incredible! They saw Him, recognized Him, talked with Him, touched Him, and ate
with Him (Luke 24). His resurrected body gives us a glimpse of what ours will be like. The apostle Paul
says our natural perishable earthly body will be transformed into an imperishable spiritual heavenly body.
The difference is similar to how a seed that is sown becomes a head of grain. Not a ghost, but glorified.
So believers will be resurrected like Christ was, so that we can live with Him in heaven forever.
HIS PEACE - Jesus appeared and said, "Peace be with you." These words are the Easter equivalent of
"tetelstai" - it is finished, paid in full - that Jesus spoke on Good Friday. This connects major aspects of
His "glorification" - crucifixion and resurrection - and anticipates His coming ascension.
"Peace be with you" is "shalom aleichem" and refers to the peace of complete well-being. Jesus pointed
to ultimate shalom, eternal peace - as in Romans 5, made right with God by grace through faith. For all
who believe, the death of Jesus pays for our sins, and His resurrection gives us new life in Christ. But that
day, in their fear and confusion, the disciples were mostly concerned about immediate earthly peace.
Jesus shows them His hands and His side. "The disciples were glad when they saw the Lord." Seeing
was believing. Reassured by Jesus' words, they didn't realize how He was equipping them for what was
coming. They would need His peace so they can share the good news and withstand persecution.
Because discipleship would soon become even more demanding and dangerous. Because when Jesus
came in person that day, He not only gave His disciples His peace, but also His purpose.
HIS PURPOSE - In verse 21 Jesus said, "As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you."
About 50 times Jesus had talked about being sent to do the Father's will through His words and works.
John 3:34 says "He whom God has sent utters the words of God, for He gives the Spirit without measure.
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. Whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God remains on Him." The Holy Spirit brings the good news and regenerates believers.
In John 17, Jesus prayed to the Father, "As You sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the
world," meaning His disciples. "I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me
through their word." That's you, me, and everyone who has believed since those first followers.
John 20 is his record of the great commission, echoed in Matthew 28, Luke 24, Mark 16, Acts 1. Note that
each gospel writer had a theological reason for writing, so things aren't always in strict chronological order.
But they record accurate history which we can harmonize for the complete picture. Matthew recounts
Jesus' words, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore, go and make
disciples." Jesus gives not a new mission, but His authority for us to carry on His divine purpose.
YOUR RESPONSE - Jesus' bequest to His followers was not passive but active. It was not just about
what they would see or receive, but what they would do next. WE often get it all wrong - pursuing our
selfish details of what we think will be earthly peace. But YOU won't experience His peace unless you're
pursuing His purpose - by His power. That's what Jesus gives them next - in next week's column.
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TRANSFORMED AT THE TOMB
I wonder. Do most women feel they are often misunderstood? Do you think I will in my lifetime understand
women? Perhaps one of the most misunderstood women of Scripture is Mary Magdalene - yet she can
help us understand Jesus Christ in a most profound way. Because she was transformed at His tomb.
Her first mention in Scripture is Luke 8:1-3, which says Mary Magdalene was with the group of women
who traveled with the disciples, and who provided for them out of their financial means. One even had
connections at Herod's palace. This text tells us Jesus healed Mary Magdalene of evil spirits, as seven
demons came out of her. No wonder she loved the Lord!
SINNER - Oppressed by evil spirits, Mary would likely have been a social outcast, regardless of her social
standing. But contrary to popular supposition, there is no evidence whatsoever that Mary was a prostitute.
That comes from misreading the previous passage Luke 7:36-50, when a woman, described by Simon
the Pharisee as a "sinner," anointed the feet of Jesus with an alabaster flask of ointment.
Tawdry ideas often become popular. Over time, Mary has even been accused of being Jesus' lover or
carrying His child. Gnostic writers a hundred years after the apostles claimed she had secret knowledge
of the Savior. Of course, all these made-up notions are complete nonsense, with no basis in history.
This Mary was called Magdalene because she was from the town of Magdala, on the western coast of the
sea of Galilee, about five miles south of the larger city of Capernaum. Archaeologists have only recently
uncovered important information about Magdala. By the way, archaeology affirms the Bible but will never
"prove" it. The Bible, God's written Word, is the standard to which we compare all other knowledge.
Archaeology helps confirm the real history of real people and real events, as recorded in the Bible.
Magdala was an important fishing center, trading with Rome. Coins from 29AD, when Jesus was there,
have been found. Some scholars call Magdala "opulent" for its time. Perhaps Mary had wealth. But
perhaps most intriguing is a religious building on the outskirts, perhaps a synagogue or church.
We next see Mary Magdalene in Scripture at the cross, as mentioned by name in Matthew 27, Mark 15
and John 19. She is included in Luke 23 with the women who came with Jesus from Galilee and saw His
crucifixion and burial. She features prominently by name at the tomb in all four Gospel accounts.
Scholars say Mary Magdalene was "last at the cross and first at the grave" as a reflection of her deep
love for Jesus. We don't know the extent of her sins, but certainly she was forgiven much and loved Him
much. Casting out demons would have given her life back - and soon Jesus would give her much more.
Early on Easter Sunday morning, the first opportunity after the Sabbath, the women came to Jesus' tomb
to finish His hurried burial on Good Friday. In John 20, Mary Magdalene runs to tell Peter and John that
the tomb is empty. The word of men was needed to establish the truth of the matter. Jesus is not there.
SAVED - "Why are you weeping?" asks a voice in verse 15. In her grief and confusion, she didn't
recognize it until He spoke her name. He who was lost is found - Jesus is alive! She worships Him, but He
tells her His physical presence will be with them only a little while, as He will soon ascend to Heaven.
In John 20:18, Mary shows how she was transformed at the tomb by believing the Savior, alive from the
dead. And she shows US how to respond to the Risen Lord. Jesus said many times, "if you love Me, you
will obey My commands." And His command to Mary was to go and tell others that Jesus is alive. She
did that very thing. It's intriguing to think that a church at Magdala could be a result of her testimony.
The Lord honors Mary Magdalene to be the first person to testify about the risen Christ. At a time when
testimony of women was not recognized by the courts, this is a powerful affirmation of what Christianity
brought to the world - the equality of believers. "In union with Christ," Scripture says there is no ranking
of male or female, slave or free, Jew or Gentile. All are equal at the foot of the cross.
Are YOU a believer in the risen Lord Jesus Christ? Like Mary, who can you tell today that HE LIVES - and
He will transform their life just as He has yours? Trust and obey Him, and tell everyone you can!
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RISEN INDEED !
Jesus is alive. Eyewitness testimony establishes it beyond question. It all happened in that rollercoaster
of emotions, Holy Week. It's a lot like what you go through in the loss of a loved one. All seems fine, then
unbelievable things begin to happen. It all goes wrong so fast. You're left to pick up the pieces of life.
In one week, Jesus was acclaimed by crowds as King of Israel, betrayed by Judas, denied by Peter,
judged by Caiaphas, delivered by Pilate. Crucified, dead, buried. Should be end of the story. But it's not.
You're the next page. John said he wrote his gospel, corroborating truthful eyewitness testimony, so YOU
will also believe - and by believing, have eternal life through Jesus Christ, the RISEN Lord and Savior.
Because on Easter Sunday, all the bad news of Good Friday combines with the good news of Christmas
to become the best news ever. Jesus said "it is finished." God stamps "paid in full" across the debt of sin,
nailing it to the cross. Just the beginning of transformed lives for all who trust in Christ.
In John 20, no one expected resurrection. They had seen Jesus dead and buried, in a rush and a blur.
Soon as possible after the Sabbath, women come to His tomb, to finish His hurried burial. Let's view this
encounter through the perspective of Mary Magdalene - and discover three amazing things:
1- HIS TOMB IS EMPTY. Seeing the stone rolled away, Mary runs to tell Peter and John. "They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb and we don't know where they have laid Him." The last-minute plan on
Friday must have changed. The men run to see. Yes, the gravecloths are there and the headcloth is
neatly folded. The body was not stolen. But it's gone.
Verse 9 says "they did not yet understand the Scripture, that He must rise from the dead." They believed
what they saw. They're not inventing a story. It's all happening to them. Puzzling. Extraordinary. But the
empty tomb is just part of the world-changing news of Easter "resurrection day." Mary stays at the tomb.
"Why are you weeping?" asks the angel. Appropriate if Jesus was there. But an empty tomb is nothing to
cry about. In her grief, Mary sees things differently. She was "last at the cross and first at the grave." Not
a greater sinner than you, but perhaps she better appreciated her salvation. She deeply loves Jesus, the
man who cast out seven demons, giving her life back. Soon He will give her new spiritual life too.
2- JESUS IS ALIVE. She thinks the man speaking is the gardener. Then he says one word which erases
all her confusion and grief. Her name. Instantly she recognizes His voice! She's one of the John 10 sheep
who knows the voice of the Good Shepherd. It's Jesus - He's alive! How can this be? So many questions!
Jesus says, "Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father." His resurrection body is real,
but more than material. Now He eases what could be false joy midst her grief. Reality check. Like the
turning point in grief when you realize the loved one is truly gone. Things will never be like they were.
3- EVERYTHING CHANGES. "Yes, Mary, it's Me. I'm alive and real. But stop hanging on for dear life to
My physical presence. The relationship we had before, teacher and learner, disciple and master, it's all
changed now. Resurrection takes everything to a new level. You're going to live with a new reality."
And a new mission: "Go tell My brothers I have risen, and am ascending to My Father and your Father,
My God and your God." Jesus was a man, but also naturally the Son of God. We become the adopted
children of God when we are 'born again' spiritually. Believers are "in union with Christ" through His
spiritual presence. Three amazing things happen to all who believe, so you never fear death:
1- Just like the empty tomb, you were once "dead in sins" but have been made alive together with Him.
2- Just like Jesus is alive, those who believe in Him are spiritually alive, as His life now lives through you.
3- His spiritual life changes everything. You now have His new life power, and His new life purpose.
In v18, Mary shows the way: Trust and obey. She "went and announced to the disciples, 'I have seen the
Lord' and told them all He said." Of course they are incredulous, until they also believe. Jesus didn't tell
her to convert them or convince them. The Holy Spirit does that. Your new mission: TELL the good news.
Show your changed life, and tell them WHO changed you - the living RISEN Lord Jesus!
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DEAD & BURIED
Jesus was dead. Of this there is no doubt. Eyewitness testimony establishes it beyond question. If Spock
and McCoy were there, they would report to Captain Kirk, "He's dead, Jim." Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John record it. Roman historians Tacitus, Pliny, Lucian agree, as do Jewish sources Josephus and the
Babylonian Talmud. John 19 includes numerous details, and even names names.
1- Jesus DIED. God's Law prescribed the sacrifice of the Passover Lamb, His blood to atone for sin.
Jesus fulfills numerous Scriptures, as Isaiah 53 "the LORD laid on Him the iniquity of us all, and poured
out His soul to death." Contrary to Islam, Jesus most assuredly suffered, was crucified, dead, buried.
Criminals convicted of sedition were usually left for the vultures. Deut 21:23 says corpses would defile the
land, especially on a Sabbath in a major festival. God raised up two independent witnesses for the burial
of Jesus. They likely paid a high price for being acknowledged as disciples, losing personal resources
and reputation. They had to work fast, for Jesus had died about 3 pm, and Sabbath began at 6 pm.
Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy member of the Sanhedrin, did not participate in its condemnation of
Jesus. He "was looking for the kingdom of God," and a disciple "but secretly for fear of the Jews." Now
Joseph boldly asks Pilate for permission to bury the body. Pilate allows it, to fault the Jews, because he
knew Jesus was not guilty. Nicodemus assisted, also a well-educated, respected religious leader.
In John 3 he "came to Jesus by night" and defended Him in John 7. Jesus told him "you must be born
again from above by the Holy Spirit." Jesus was openly doing miracles, but Nicodemus inquired in private.
Now when Jesus can speak no more, Nicodemus shows he has been converted, as he steps out of
shadows into light. Like them, no longer trust ritual righteousness, but in Jesus' death to pay your sin.
2- Jesus was BURIED. Bones of executed criminals were taken to a burial site outside the city, or else
left at "Gehenna" the city dump. But Pilate's permission let Jesus be buried in a tomb, with proper respect
for human remains. Isaiah 53:9 was fulfilled, "His grave was appointed with the wicked, but with the rich
man was His tomb." Nicodemus brought myrrh and aloe spices, to place within the linen strips he and
Joseph wrapped around the body. No fooling them. Jesus was a man, who was most assuredly dead.
A poor Joseph welcomed Jesus into this world. He received gold, frankincense and myrrh at His birth,
riches for a moment. Though a builder by trade, He had no home and no tomb of His own. He lived in
poverty and died in shame, naked on a criminal's cross. Yet, now a rich Joseph ministers at His death,
giving his tomb to his Savior. Like them, you must be born again, die to self, and live for Jesus.
John says, "In the place where He was crucified there was a garden." Coincidence? Remember, it was in
a garden that sin entered the world, and the Savior promised to atone for it. "And in the garden a new
tomb in which no one had yet been laid." This Joseph was the last to touch the Word made flesh. Another
Joseph was first, who wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, in a stone manger in a cave stable under the
shadow of King Herod. Now this Joseph wraps Him in linen cloths in his tomb, a rock-hewn cave, closed
with a stone, the Governor's guard and seal. No question. Jesus was dead and buried and gone.
3- WHY does this dead Jesus matter to YOU? It's not the end of the story. It's not some far-away longtime-ago myth with no meaning for your life. Jesus was not just a man, but the Son of God, who died for
sinners. YOU must account for His death. We can't know how much Joseph and Nicodemus understood
about Christ, that day they removed the nails and buried His body. They had been under cover.
But Jesus said "It is finished," paid in full, and they went public. Despising the shame, they willingly
identified as Disciples of the Lamb. Their early weak faith gave way to strong love. When all seemed lost,
a convenient moment to slink away, God intervened in their souls. Like them, YOU must declare Jesus as
Lord. What circumstances will drive YOU to stand up and speak out for Christ?
Do you grasp the enormity of His sacrifice for sin? Your sin that nailed Him to the tree? Make TODAY the
day you declare Jesus died for you and your sin. Proclaim that His death has no shame, but glory, for He
purchased your freedom from sin. Believers do not fear the grave. "It is finished." Believe, and be set free!
Because, Jesus died and was buried. But, "it's Friday - and Sunday's a-coming!"
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PAID IN FULL
"So Scripture would be fulfilled." This repeating phrase in John 19 points to prophecies made many 100s
of years before being fulfilled by Jesus. It confirms how the crucifixion of Jesus by sinful men was actually
the hand of God. He was keeping His promise to redeem His people by blood atonement.
On Palm Sunday, the people cried, "Hosanna! Blessed is He, even the King of Israel." On Good Friday
they cried, "Crucify Him! We have no king but Caesar." As they kill Jesus on a cross labeled "King of the
Jews," let's look at four evidences of God working out His predetermined plan of redemption.
1- His crucifixion fulfills Jesus' own prophecy. Several times before, Jesus had spoken of His death,
including in John 12:22-33, "And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to Myself." His
crucifixion would also be glorification, because His resurrection and ascension were guaranteed.
Weak from flogging and torture, Jesus carried the crosspiece. They drove nails, raised Him up and drove
more nails in His feet. Breathing required excruciating alternating effort of standing and sagging. This
gruesome execution was designed to maximize pain and suffering. We cannot exaggerate the agony.
Yet Jesus comforts Mary in her darkest hour, prophesied in Luke 2:53. Jesus said, "dear woman, behold
your son" and from then on John cared for her. Jesus had promised in Matthew 19:29 everyone leaving
family or property for His sake would receive "a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life." As Mary stands at
the foot of the cross, she must believe in Jesus not as mother but as disciple - as must you and I.
2- His crucifixion affirms words of Scripture. The Old Testament prophesies more than 300 details
fulfilled by Jesus. John mentions specifics as the four Gospel writers paint the picture. Two terrorists were
executed with Jesus, fulfilling Isaiah 53:12 "numbered with the transgressors." One taunted but one
repented. Three crosses reminds you: one died in his sins; one died forgiven of his sins; and One died
there for the sins of the world. Never forget, Jesus died the death you deserve.
The soldiers fulfilled Psalm 22:18 as they divided His garments and cast lots for His seamless tunic. They
put sour wine on a sponge and held it to His mouth, fulfilling Psalm 22:15 and 69:21. Dead bodies on the
Sabbath would defile the land (Deuteronomy 21:23) but the soldiers did not break Jesus' legs to hasten
death, fulfilling Psalm 34:20. The piercing spear fulfilled Zechariah 12:10.
3- His crucifixion finishes God's redemption. Jesus, our Great High Priest, faithfully and directly
obeyed in every detail of giving Himself as the ultimate sacrifice for sins. Evil human actors played their
parts willingly, even if unintentionally fulfilling even specific details, as God directed His eternal plan.
"Knowing all was now finished," in verse 30 Jesus says, "It is finished," bowed His head and released
His spirit. He died. Jesus drank the cup of wrath. Atonement was accomplished. But no one took His life.
Only He has authority to lay it down (John 10). The Good Shepherd gives His life for His sheep.
4- His crucifixion offers salvation to YOU. The phrase "it is finished" is the Greek word "tetelestai." It
means all done, mission accomplished. When stamped on purchases or receipts it meant "paid in full."
Someone has appropriated a famous TV ad this way: Three iron nails $2.25; one crown of thorns $64.95;
one wooden cross $380.95; the blood of Jesus: Priceless. Paid with the Master's Card. Because some
things money can't buy. As Scripture says, without the shedding of blood there is no payment for sin.
Jesus says the debt of sin you could never pay has been paid. With His blood. It is finished. Paid in full.
John testifies blood and water poured out when the soldier plunged the spear. Jesus was dead. In v35
John tells the truth "so that you also may believe" since all these things took place to fulfill Scripture.
Eyewitness account is just part of the evidence, so YOU too will believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior.
YOU could never do enough good works to outweigh the death of Jesus for your sins. The Passover
Lamb has been sacrificed. HE has paid your penalty. YOU must receive Him. Only Jesus saves.
Humble yourself at the cross. Repent. Be washed in the blood of the Lamb. Nothing else can save you.
He paid your debt. Receive His work on your behalf. By grace through faith. Believe in Jesus today!
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KINGDOMS IN CONFLICT
Jesus Christ stands before Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor. But it's not about one man. It's an epic
clash of kingdoms. Worldly vs spiritual. Darkness vs light. Truth vs lies. The scene unfolds from John
18:28 as scrupulous religious hypocrites refuse to enter Roman headquarters so they can remain ritually
un-defiled to observe Passover. Yet in their travesty of justice, they deliver the Passover Lamb who pays
the sins of the world - Jesus, who had prophesied crucifixion, a penalty administered only by Rome.
Pilate follows protocol. Tipped off about a troublemaker, he provided troops to arrest Him. But now they
offer no specific charges, simply saying this evildoer deserves death. Pilate and the Jewish leaders
despise and distrust one another. He refuses to simply acquiesce to their demands. He asks "Are You the
king of the Jews?" Jesus then declares three defining characteristics about His kingdom.
1- Jesus' kingdom TRANSCENDS the world. "My kingdom is not of this world." It is not defined nor
defended by worldly means, or else His followers would be at war. Jesus rejects jihad. He explains in
John 3 "Truly truly I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God." You are naturally born into the natural world, but His kingdom is spiritual. YOU must be re-born
from above by the Holy Spirit. God's regeneration brings spiritual life to a soul dead in sins.
2- Jesus' kingdom testifies about TRUTH. "For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have
come into the world - to bear witness to the truth." Jesus IS pre-incarnate Truth, the Word, who created
this world now in rebellion to Him. Striving and writhing in the darkness of sin, worldly kingdoms thrive on
lies. But He came to set people free. He bears witness to Himself as Truth in three ways. Incarnation God becoming man; Manifestation - His words and works reveal God; and Glorification - His crucifixionresurrection-ascension, which accomplishes redemption for His people. Jesus IS the Word made flesh,
full of grace and truth. HE is the Way, the Truth, the Life. HE is the King of Kings.
3- Jesus' kingdom TRANSFORMS the world. "Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice." At
Jesus' baptism and transfiguration, God said "This is My beloved Son, listen to HIM." His sheep hear His
voice and follow Him. They believe His testimony of truth, come to His light, depart the darkness, and
receive His eternal life. Jesus invites Pilate to align himself with eternal Truth - true for all people in all
places and all times. But he scoffs, preferring earthly obfuscation. Pilate chooses to follow lies of the
world, flesh, and devil - and so proves not to be among those the Father has given to the Son.
Pilate declares "I find no guilt in Him." Jesus is just a victim of a vicious Sanhedrin plot, without basis for
capital punishment. But they demand the rebel Barabbas, a murdering terrorist, a real threat to Rome.
Pilate notes the wicked irony. He has Jesus flogged, hoping to satisfy the crowd and free an innocent.
The soldiers crown Him with thorns and a purple robe, striking, mocking "King of the Jews." Again Pilate
proclaims "I find no guilt in Him. Ecce homo, behold the man." Indeed, Jesus IS the perfect man, without
sin. Displaying the glory of God in His disgraceful suffering. Pouring out God's grace to you. The people
cry "Crucify Him!" Pilate is disgusted. They ask for his judgment but refuse to accept it.
"He made Himself the Son of God" they charge. Now Pilate is even more afraid, since 'god-man' is in the
Greco-Roman worldview. But Jesus says he would have no authority unless granted from heaven. God
even works through human sinful actions to accomplish His eternal purposes. Then the accusers play a
political card that trumps Pilate's options. "Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar." The
crowd demands "Crucify Him!" The chief priests cry "We have no king but Caesar."
Their condemnation is complete. They deny God as King of Israel, and reject His Messiah. This results in
complete destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 - the loss of all they're trying to save, including their souls.
Choosing the world, the infuriated crowd rejects God's heavenly kingdom. John 19:16 "so Pilate delivered
Jesus over to them to be crucified." So God's Truth can make atonement for the sins of the world.
Jesus "overcomes the world" by His death and resurrection. If you receive Jesus' sacrifice for you, 1John
5:4 is true of you, "Everyone born of God overcomes the world." The transcending Truth of the King of
Kings transforms the world - one life at a time, through all who believe. YOU too? Only if you choose
Christ, declaring "I have no king but Jesus!" now and forever, Amen!
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DANGEROUS DENIAL
The religious authorities had set their trap. In John 18, Jesus seems to walk right in. Judas led a band of
soldiers with lanterns and weapons, part of an extra detachment of Roman troops on guard during Jewish
festivals, due to political and messianic zealots. Tonight, they're after public enemy number one.
Jesus, knowing ALL that will happen to Him, steps forward. "Whom do you seek?" He asks. "Jesus of
Nazareth," they say. "Ego eimi, I AM, I am He." They all draw back and fall to the ground. A remarkable
response by crack soldiers unafraid of anything. But they are outnumbered 1,000 to 1. Jesus, the One,
speaks the "I AM" personal name of Jehovah, declaring His deity. Then the Good Shepherd says, "let
these others go," as He provides the physical and spiritual protection He had prayed in John 17.
Peter, determined not to deny Jesus, brandishes a sword and cuts off Malchus' ear. Jesus heals him and
says, "put your sword away; shall I not drink the cup the Father has given Me?" Jesus had just prayed
in the garden "let this cup pass from Me" if there could be any other way. Because it is the "wine of God's
wrath" spoken in the Psalms, Isaiah and Jeremiah. Yet, Jesus is obedient, even unto death. Not only will
Jesus die for sins, He must bear the wrath of God against sin, to fulfill holiness. The cup of the new
covenant is the blood of Christ, poured out to bear sin and the punishment for sin. Your sin.
Betrayed, Jesus is arrested, then accused. The high priest Caiaphas had said in John 11, "one man
should die for the people" not knowing what he was prophesying. The irony! Jesus IS the ONE man,
the real "high priest" of Israel, who will make atonement - with the sacrifice of His own life. Jesus will avert
not the wrath of human kings but the Holy One, the Sovereign Lord over all. Despite the irregular and
illegal activities of the conspirators, God is orchestrating behind the scenes, to accomplish His will.
The Old Testament prophesied Messiah as forsaken, abandoned - left alone to face His accusers, without
advocate. The religious authorities repeatedly broke their own rules and God's laws. No charges were
brought. He was questioned by men without authority. Testimony of at least two or three witnesses was
required, but Peter and John were ignored in the courtyard. Jesus was physically mistreated. False
evidence and false witnesses were brought against Him "who was without sin." The Sanhedrin court was
forbidden to meet at night, nor for a capital case on the eve of a Sabbath or feast day. The death penalty
could not be declared on the day of a trial. All violated. Typical politics? Travesty of justice!
That's not all. Peter was also interrogated, informally. "I am not," said Peter when a servant girl asks if he
is Jesus' disciple. What a contrast to Jesus boldly declaring to the soldiers, "I AM HE." Such is the nature
of denial. Perhaps Peter thought he was careful, circumspect, even surreptitious. Surely he was downcast
from having failed to prevent the arrest of Jesus. Still determined not to deny him, Peter missed how
easily he actually does deny Him. How much like Peter WE are - as the darkness of denial lurks in our
DNA too. Just like Peter "the rock" you're not as strong as you think.
As Jesus is led away, Peter again denies Him. A relative of Malchus asks, "did I not see you in the garden
with Him?" Mere moments before, Peter declared his readiness to die for Jesus. Now, Matthew says
Peter denies Him, with an oath. Then, that haunting horrible crow of the rooster. Immediately Peter
remembers Jesus' words in John 13, that he would deny the Lord three times before the rooster crows.
Luke says their eyes met. Then Peter went out and wept - bitterly.
What would you do? What DO you do? Betrayed. Arrested. Abandoned. Accused. Denied. Jesus is on
trial in your life, 24/7. How many times a day do you deny Him? In your words, actions, attitudes? Will you
be trapped by the wiles of the world and its anti-God way of thinking? By your own fleshly lusts for your
will, not His will? By the lies of the devil, who twists God's truth? When you don't take up your cross and
deny yourself, you deny Jesus - doing the opposite of what He prayed for you in John 17.
In the dangerous calling of discipleship, traps are legion. Determination will not deter denial. Your flesh
will not prevail in spiritual battle. Only the Holy Spirit can. With the truth of God's Word, He equips you
with the armor of God, so you stand firm. Have you denied Him? Repent and receive Christ's grace! By
the Holy Spirit's power, trust and obey Jesus - step by step, moment by moment. Not the treadmill of sin,
confess, repeat. Going - not from defeat to defeat - but from strength to strength. 24/7. His strength!
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THE LORD'S PRAYER
John's gospel portrays Jesus as fulfilling the Old Testament roles of prophet, priest, and king. John 17
records the poignant personal prayer of Jesus - the night before His crucifixion, when He would offer His
own life as the once-for-all sacrifice for sin. Scholars call it His "High Priestly Prayer." Let's explore the
Lord's prayer for what we can learn for our own prayers - as we pray in Jesus' name.
1- GLORIFY Jesus... He lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your
Son, that the Son may glorify You; having accomplished the work You gave Me to do." Because the work
of the obedient Son of God is guaranteed, He speaks of it as already completed - crucifixion, resurrection,
ascension - His glorification which glorifies the Father. He affirms His "definite atonement" as His work
assuredly gives eternal life to all the people the Father gave Him, so that they do come to know Him.
2- MAGNIIFY God's truth... He prays, "I have manifested Your name to the people You gave Me; they
have come to know in truth that I came from You." He gave the Spirit of Truth to glorify Jesus. The Holy
Spirit communicates God's Word, regenerates fallen sinners, bringing them to faith and growing them to
be more like Christ. Your prayers reveal your understanding of the Bible. Jesus said, "If you abide in Me
and My words abide in You, ask whatever you wish and it will be done." You will have confidence in
prayer when you pray God's words and His will, as you remain united to Christ, like branches to the vine.
3- UNIFY in God's name... Jesus prays for His disciples, "Holy Father, keep them in Your name, that
they may be one, even as We are one." When you receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, the Bible says you
are "in union" with Him and with all others who also believe in Him. As Jesus hands off His mission to the
disciples, He prays for their unity. In John 13 He said, "Love one another as I have loved you; by this the
world will know that you are My disciples." As believers obey God's Word, in the Spirit's power, they
reflect the unity of Father, Son, and Spirit, as the community of believers united in faith in His name.
4- SATISIFY & FORTIFY in Jesus... He prays, "I have guarded them; I speak these things that they may
have My joy fulfilled in themselves; keep them from the evil one." Jesus prays for the preservation of the
saints, as John 15 says are chosen and appointed to bear fruit that remains. We may ask for temporal
well-being, but Jesus prays for our sanctification, as His provision and protection keep us safe in Him.
5- SANCTIFY in God's word of truth... Jesus prays, "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. As
You sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the world." Sanctify means to make holy, to be set
apart for God's purpose. The Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God become like the
Son of God. Believers are the representatives of Christ - in the world but not of the world. Sent into the
world, with God's eternal truth which overcomes the lies of the world, the flesh and the devil.
6- MULTIPLY all believers... He prays, "I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in
Me through their word, that they may all be one; so the world may know." This is the incredible moment
Jesus prayed for YOU. His disciples' words echo through the centuries, so believers in Christ today have
the same faith as those who knew Him personally then, and all who are persecuted and martyred today.
7- NOTIFY the whole world... Jesus prays, "I have made known to them Your name, and I will continue
to make it known." Jesus equips us with the power of the Holy Spirit and gives us His great commission,
so the whole world will know God's grace in Jesus. This happens as His disciples trust and obey His
Word. Believers don't need to pray for guidance as much as for obedience, to work to make disciples.
Compare John 17 with Matthew 6. God's model for prayer is personal, specific, and powerful. Truly, the
Triune God is manifest in prayer! We pray TO the Father, THROUGH the Son, IN the Holy Spirit. We pray
to the sovereign Lord of the universe, our heavenly Father. We pray as though the Son of God makes
request - with the authority and access of Christ. We pray in the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 8
explains how we are in union with Christ, who indwells us by the Holy Spirit who prays for us according to
the will of God, and how Jesus today intercedes for us at the right hand of God.
As Hebrews 4:14-16 says, "Since we have a great high priest, Jesus, who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin; let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in every time of need." - In Jesus' name, Amen!
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SPIRIT OF TRUTH
Zeitgeist. Sounds like something from a sci-fi flick or a veterinarian? It's German for "spirit of the age."
Philosophers and theologians use it to describe the general mood or spirit of the times - the way people
tend to think and understand life. Zeitgeist stands in stark contrast to the Bible phrase "Spirit of truth."
Scripture reveals the Holy Spirit as the third person of the Triune Godhead. There is only ONE true God,
who exists eternally in three co-equal persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Bible says God is our
Savior, and salvation is arranged by the Father, accomplished by the Son, and applied by the Holy Spirit.
Let's explore three aspects about the Spirit of truth in John 14-16, Jesus' final teaching to His followers.
1 - THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH - In John 16:13 Jesus says, "when the Spirit of truth
comes He will guide you into all the truth." Scripture says God is truth, His Word is truth, and Jesus is
truth. The Holy Spirit "breath of God" speaks forth God's will in creation, in Scripture, and redemption. He
is the "Spirit of truth" because God is perfect truth in every aspect of His character. The Bible is God's
eternal truth, recorded for all to understand what is true for all peoples in all places and all times.
In opposition to truth, people are assaulted by the zeitgeist lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil. The
world says, you're not loved; Jesus says, I have loved you with an everlasting love. The flesh says, you
can't break the chains of sin; Jesus says, I set you free. The devil condemns you of sin; Jesus says, I
have paid it all. The devil says, you can't go on; Jesus says, you can do all things by My strength in you.
2 - THE HOLY SPIRIT IS YOUR HELPER - Jesus says in John 16:7, "I tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you." In John 14:17
Jesus said the world cannot receive the Spirit of truth, but He would dwell in His disciples. The Holy Spirit
indwelt Jesus. He was "with" the disciples, but soon He would be "with-IN" them. John 14:26 says the
Holy Spirit would enable them to recall Jesus' teaching. John 15:26 says they will testify about Jesus by
the Spirit. John 16:13 says the Holy Spirit will guide the disciples into all the truth, and glorify Jesus.
Jesus intended His disciples to carry on His work, after He finished His earthly ministry. The Greek word
"paraclete" translated "helper" refers to a legal advocate. The disciples would now have, not the external
physical presence of Jesus to guide them, but the internal personal presence of Jesus as counselor and
helper. He becomes their strength, their equipper, to persevere in trial and the work of ministry.
All this was to fulfill Old Testament promises about the Holy Spirit. Jesus ascended to heaven, leaving
about 120 disciples in Jerusalem - who grew in one day to over 3,000 believers, by the Holy Spirit. He
empowered the preaching and miracles of the disciples, and their role in completing the New Testament,
as God's finished written record of His truth. And His work extends to YOU if you are a believer today.
3 - THE HOLY SPIRIT GLORIFIES JESUS - He says in John 16:14, "the Spirit of truth will glorify Me."
First, the Holy Spirit opens hearts and minds to receive the good news about Jesus with personal faith.
You are "born again" by the Holy Spirit. Then the Holy Spirit transforms your thinking, so that you believe
God's truth from the Bible, instead of the "zeitgeist" lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Your life is
conformed to Christ, fulfilling God's intentions, as His children grow up to become more like our Savior.
Here's a simple way to remember the role of the Holy Spirit in your life: "The Spirit of God works the Word
of God so the people of God become like the Son of God." The Holy Spirit gives you spiritual life, and He
is your spiritual power. He "sanctifies" you, making you holy, becoming more like Jesus, as you trust and
obey - to grow in His truth and grace, by His spiritual life and power within. The Holy Spirit communicates
God's grace TO you so you believe, and then THROUGH you as you testify about Him, by His power.
God intends that Christians focus on Christ. Cults and heretics over-emphasize the Spirit. Jesus says the
Holy Spirit will emphasize Him and His Word. The Holy Spirit does all His work in the background, shining
God's light on Christ, fulfilling His role to glorify Christ through the lives of believers. As you become more
like Christ, His truth and grace becomes known, and more and more people come to believe in Jesus.
So what's the "zeitgeist" of your life? If you are a believer in Jesus, God has given you the "Spirit of truth"
so that YOU will be HIS agent of truth, and grace and light and salvation - to everyone around you!
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ELECTION FRUIT ?
The Iowa Caucus seems like ages ago - yet there's nine months until the election. Wouldn't it be great to
elect candidates who would actually accomplish what we elect them for? That's the thing about the word
"elected" - it's teleological. This means, it has a specific purpose or end result in mind.
Scripture uses "elect" like this. We often focus on the front-end of election, choosing the candidate who
seems most in line with our values. But in Scripture, "elect" doesn't point to the past worthiness of the
person at all. That's because all are un-worthy of God's grace. The focus is future - for His purpose.
John 15 makes this clear. Jesus says in verse 16 "you did not choose Me, but I chose you." Not
because of anything good or bad done by the disciples, but because God is sovereign. He does the
choosing. Election is simply by God's grace - for His purpose. The rest of the verse says, "I appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should remain." John 15 shows us three
things that result from Christ's electing - to bear fruit, to bear witness, and to bear persecution.
1- BEAR FRUIT - through Christ - With the picture of the "vine and branches" Jesus says He is the
True Vine. He fulfills the Old Testament language, and God's promised blessings come through Christ
Himself. Believers in Jesus are like branches of God's vine, receiving their life force from the vine, and
resulting in all the vine is meant to produce. That's why Jesus says "remain in Me."
The most prevalent description of a Christian in Scripture is "in Christ." If you are a believer, then you are
in Christ and Christ is in you - by the Holy Spirit. In John 15, Jesus says, remain united with Me, and you
will produce My fruit. You will obey My words, and have My love for one another, My peace, and My joy.
Another evidence is answered prayer. Jesus says, "If you remain in Me and My words remain in you,
ask whatever you wish and it will be done." Not what you want, but according to what God wants. You
will pray according to His Word, because the Bible is the spiritual nourishment feeding your soul.
It's a process. The branches will be pruned. It can be painful. If not pruned, they will produce no fruit, or
only leaves. God cuts off non-productive things. He cuts back productive things, so that His spiritual life
force will produce more fruit. Not like worldly fruit, which spoils and results in rottenness. Galatians 5:1626 says the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. All evidences of remaining in spiritual union with Christ.
2- BEAR WITNESS - of Jesus - If you are a disciple of Jesus, drawing your spiritual life from Him, then
you will show and tell the world that you belong to Him. In verse 27 Jesus tells His disciples they WILL
bear witness about Him because of the Holy Spirit within them. The root word of bear witness is "martyr"
which means giving testimony, but came to mean giving your life. It's really His life lived through you.
The great puritan preacher Spurgeon said, "you have not truly found Jesus if you never tell others about
Him." But Jesus promised that just as He obeyed the Father in all His words and works, so His disciples
will testify of Him, in all you do and say. The label on a wine bottle declares its vintage, but the proof is in
the tasting. Often, worldly fruit doesn't taste as good as it looks. But the Christian who "remains in union
with Christ" will become more and more like Jesus - bearing witness to His fruit.
3- BEAR PERSECUTION - for Christ - Jesus told His disciples, "I chose you out of this world." The
world hated Him, and the world will hate His disciples. If you are a believer, in union with Christ, drawing
your spiritual life from Him and producing His fruit, don't expect the world to like you. Jesus said, "they
will persecute you" on account of His name. Like pruning, this is further proof you bear His fruit.
You're not to become politically correct with the world just to make things easier for you. It's all about HIS
mission, not yours! Expect discomfort, because they reject Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. But
you have His promise in John 16:33, "I have said these things to you that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart, I have overcome the world."
He said this a few hours before Good Friday. The lesson is clear: Easter is already reality! He conquers
sin and grave. Believers are elected to bear His fruit. And you WILL. The world won't like it, but you will
persevere. In union with Jesus, the Overcomer, you too will survive and thrive. By the Holy Spirit's power!
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IMPOSSIBLE LOVE ?
Jesus says the most impossible things, in John 15. Is He serious? For example, verse 12 "This is My
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you." Right before and after (verses 7 and
16), He connects this command with prayer, "ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you."
Rriiigghhtt. How's that working for YOU? Even on Valentine's Day, we struggle with just how to show true
"love" to someone that we do "love" or at least try to, or think we try to, or hope we try to. You might even
pray about how to show true love to that special someone. We get kinda tongue-tied about it.
Jesus spoke these words privately, to His disciples. A dozen typical guys, and a few gals. Fishermen,
mostly. Just ordinary men, handpicked by Jesus. But not particularly talented. Their formal religious
education had already been cut short from continuing on to aspire to becoming a priest or scribe.
The other Gospel writers reveal how His disciples were arguing about who among them would be the
greatest in His kingdom. The people had tried to make Jesus "King" and rejoiced in His Triumphal Entry.
But Jesus kept talking about "going away" and being "lifted up." They knew that meant crucifixion.
In the midst of allaying their fears about this, Jesus spells out His "new commandment." He brings it up
often in John 13,14,15. He says "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another." Jesus had already affirmed Old Testament
teachings to "love God with all your heart and mind and will" and "love your neighbor as yourself" and
said these were the "greatest" commandments. So what's "new" about this command to love?
In John 13, Jesus changes "neighbor" to "one another" and He changes "as yourself" to "as I have loved
you." This is significant. The "love" that Jesus talks about it is not emotional, sentimental, or romantic. It's
not feelings, it's action. It's obeying His COMMAND. He gave them the object lesson of washing their feet,
and told them to do likewise. He said "Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his
life for his friends." We think of this on national holidays as the supreme sacrifice of the armed forces or
first responders. But Jesus means everyday life and everyday people. You and me. Today.
First, it means the special way that Christians are to love other Christians. The Bible explains that all who
believe in Christ as Lord and Savior are in spiritual "union" with Him and therefore in spiritual union with
all others in every place and time who are also in union with Him. That's the "body of Christ." In John 15
it's pictured as being branches of the vine of Christ. The community of believers. Loving other believers
as yourself and like Jesus loved them WILL bear witness that you do belong to Christ. He says, "By this
all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
Next, it means the self-sacrificing way that Christians are to love others, believer and non-believer alike.
"Love" means putting the best interest of the other ahead of your own. Giving them the benefit of the
doubt. Letting their rights trump yours. But not being a squishy doormat, because "tough love" can be
necessary so that you do not simply enable the aberrant behavior of others. It means you "show and tell"
the good news about Jesus - how He transforms ordinary people to become more like Him.
And when you bear His fruit by "remaining in His love," you not only love others like He does, but you can
also pray effectively. Maybe not exactly what you ask, but what God wills. Because in Christ, your prayers
will be in God's will, just as your life is no longer in your flesh but in Him - by the power of His Holy Spirit.
Two big IMPOSSIBLE things. Love. Pray. Like Jesus. How can YOU do them? First, be united to Jesus
by trusting Him as Lord and Savior. Receive His spiritual life by putting all your trust in Him. Believe in
Him with all your heart and mind and will, all that you are believing in all that He is. Then, live it out. Trust
& obey. Live in union with Christ, by the power of His Holy Spirit by which you receive His spiritual life,
and then you WILL bear the fruit of His life, and you will bear witness to Him. In love, in prayer, in life.
Impossible - yes, in your own strength and in your own flesh. But not only POSSIBLE but a PROMISE - in
the power of the Holy Spirit. Supernatural power to love and to pray. So that, Jesus says, "My joy may be
in you and that your joy may be full." Rejoice in His promises - and His power - today!
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ONLY WAY
You've run into them. Maybe you live with one. Maybe you are one: Those who always have to get their
way. We joke about "my way or the highway" but usually these words are grumbled by someone who
didn't get their way. What about the guy going the wrong way down a one-way street? Then there's "the
right way, the wrong way, and the Army way." Well, in John 13-14 we see three different ways.
John 14 begins with beloved words of Jesus, "Let not your hearts be troubled." You hear this at
funerals. But Jesus said this privately to His disciples, not to the public. Jesus Himself is troubled by what
is coming. Judas has gone to betray Him. Peter is going to deny Him. And Jesus is going to leave them.
And He says where He is going they cannot come. Yet, don't you be troubled, He says.
Why? Because "You believe in God, so believe also in Me." The words and works of Jesus in John's
gospel proclaim Jesus as God's promised Messiah, the Son of God - God come in the flesh. All is working
out according to God's plan. They trust in God, so they should also trust in Jesus.
He explains, "In My Father's house are many rooms. I go to prepare a place for you. And I will come
again and take you to Myself so where I am you may be also." In Jesus' day, an engaged man would
add rooms to his father's house. Then he could get married and bring home His bride. "And you know
the way." But no, like us, the disciples are dull of hearing and slow to understand. Jesus spells it out. He's
going to His heavenly Father, to prepare to bring His disciples there. The "way" is His personal access.
"I AM the way and the truth and the life." People give lip service to John 14:6-a when they say Jesus is
a great teacher. But this is no clever metaphor. It summarizes what Jesus is showing and telling all along.
The grammar is elliptical, integrated. "I AM" is the personal name of God, Jehovah, LORD in all caps in
your Bible. Jesus says "I AM the way because I AM the truth because I AM the life." I am the only way to
God because only I have come from God, and I only am the true manifestation of God, the Word become
flesh. And I alone have the power of life, eternal life, in and of Myself. Because only I AM God.
People claim to love John 14:6-a but they repel in hate from John 14:6-b where Jesus explains "No one
comes to the Father except through Me." That's so intolerant, so exclusive, people say. But one day
when you die and stand before heaven's gate, WHY should God allow you in? If you say "I did it my way"
won't God say to you "no way - I showed you THE one and only way, My way, through Jesus." That's the
message of John and the entire Bible. It all points to Jesus as THE way. As Hebrews 10:20 declares,
Jesus is the new and living way through the atonement by His body and blood.
What a contrast with John 13. There we see "my way" on display by the disciples - the way of betrayal
and denial. The way of following the world, the flesh, and the devil. The way of religion, trying to work
your way to heaven instead of receiving the work of Jesus on your behalf. Jesus showed them His "new
way" when He washed the feet of His disciples, even the ones who would betray and deny Him. That's
Jesus' way of humility, love, obedience. The way to be glorified is to be crucified. The way up is down.
Jesus' way is God's character lived out through your life. Not the old way of the Law but the new way of
the New Commandment and the New Covenant. Then Jesus told them all to love one another the same
as He loved them. Then He died for them. Are you going to do that, to earn heaven "my way"?
The way is not a route on a map. Not a ritual. It is not religion. The way is Jesus, crucified, resurrected,
glorified. The way is His personal access to heaven. Not something you can work out, but something only
He can work. Jesus Himself is "the one and only way." He's explained what the way is like, and who the
way is. Now He explains HOW to live the way. John 14:16, "I will give you another Helper to be with
you forever, even the Spirit of truth." Jesus is going away, but this will be even better. He says, the
power of the Holy Spirit within you is way better than Me being with you, because now I will be "IN" you.
In this dangerous calling of discipleship, Jesus promises all believers need to face the world, the flesh,
and the devil - the enemies in John 13 and 14. Before Jesus departs, He bequeaths His last will and
testament, which gives believers joy, love and peace. John 14:27, "My peace I give to you, not as the
world gives. Let not your hearts be troubled." No longer do you need to be a "my way" kinda guy.
Believe in Jesus, and He will transform you to His way, by the Holy Spirit. No matter your circumstances.
And that's the way YOU too can follow His way - by His presence, His peace, His power within you!
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JUDAS' VOTE
One of the most troubling aspects of John 13 involves Judas. Verse 21 even says Jesus was "troubled
in His spirit" as he informed His disciples that one of them would betray Him. It was Judas. He would
succumb to the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil.
Judas put Jesus up for sale. He was most likely one of the patriotic party of "Zealots" who longed for the
Messiah to overthrow their Roman oppressors. Jesus apparently no longer fulfilled his expectations.
Verse 27 says Satan entered into him, then he went to see the religious authorities who wanted to kill
Jesus. They traded Judas thirty pieces of silver, the price of a slave - about half a year's wages. All
because his pocketbook trumped every other principle and value in his life. Judas knew the lingo, but he
was only going through the motions of being a disciple of Jesus.
In the end, it was all about himself, Judas. He followed the popular herd mentality of the day. As long as
they could imagine Jesus filling their preferred role of conquering king, giving them what they wanted, the
crowds promoted Jesus. But as soon as it became clear Jesus was here to do ALL of God's will and not
just the bits people favored most, their fickle fidelity evaporated. Would Judas have fooled you? Was
Judas among those who chose the rabble-rouser Barabbas instead of Jesus? Do you think an
unprincipled candidate will abandon your dearly-held principles just as easily as a Judas voter does?
Will you be fooled again by someone who enters the White House only to take the first left turn?
Christian voters should be the most informed, most principled, and most careful of all voters. Eternal
values are at stake - God's principles, not mere earthly preferences. Of course we are not voting for a
president as pastor. But Christians are citizens who rightly expect their leaders to agree with what George
Washington said, "Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality
are indispensable supports. It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible."
What about YOU - and your vote? Will it be "my way" or "God's way" in your political decisions? What will
BUY your vote this year? The issues are legion: compromised national security, depressed economy,
skyrocketing national debt, unbridled immigration, and more. But these are symptomatic of things more
basic and foundational. For example, if abortion had not claimed 58 million babies since 1973, think of the
difference that would make in terms of immigration and economic activity. Selling baby parts? No way!
The very freedoms our Founding Fathers recognized as given by God have come under attack by the
very government charged with preserving our liberties. In our day, both the Executive and Judicial
branches flagrantly usurp the responsibilities of the Legislative branch. Indeed, the future of the Supreme
Court illustrates why the foundational issues are most important. For example, religious freedom,
Christian conscience, and the sanctity of human life goes to the heart of every political issue. But myriads
of citizens and bureaucrats alike fail to understand liberty or life - from the womb to the tomb, from
conception to natural death. No wonder they fail to make credible decisions for others. Do you really want
people making your political choices from misleading polls about what government will "do for you" instead of based on God's eternal principles of right and wrong? Listen and learn. Do your homework.
It will likely be a "raucous caucus" next Monday night. But YOU need to be there. Four years ago, more
Iowans stayed home than met, and the contest was decided by eight votes. This year, arrive early to get
registered. Then vote your values - your Christian conscience. Remember, at this basic caucus level, it's
not about your guess who COULD win the general election, it's about declaring who SHOULD win. It's
about WHO will represent YOU in our government. What sort of person will it be?
God doesn't leave us to guess. The Bible spells it out. For example, Exodus 18:21, "you shall represent
the people before God, warn them about the statutes and the laws and make them know the way in which
they must walk and what they must do. Moreover, select capable men from all the people, who fear God,
who hate dishonest gain, and appoint them as officials to oversee the people."
Back in the gospel of John 14:30, we see Satan again, just before the betrayal of Judas. And Jesus says,
"He has no claim on Me, but I do as the Father has commanded Me." And that's what Jesus declared
to His disciples in verse 15, "If you love Me you will keep My commandments." If you are a Christian,
that's the guide for your votes. Join me in praying for God's will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
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PETER'S FEET
You're at a festive gathering with friends, honoring a special person you greatly admire. You've given a
big part of your life to this person, your hero, you count as mentor and friend. Suddenly, he says and does
things you just can't understand. It raises lots of questions. How can things ever be the same?
No, not your favorite candidate for the Iowa Caucus. We're talking about Jesus, in John 13, in the upper
room. "Having loved His own in the world, He loved them to the end... knowing the Father had
given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going back to God."
The apostle John recounts what happened. Jesus took a towel and a bowl and began to wash the feet of
His disciples. You have to think past our below-zero winter to a hot desert climate where everyone wears
sandals. The lowest servant had the job of washing the dirty feet of house guests. But Jesus' disciples
had been arguing about who would be greatest when Jesus set up the Kingdom of the Messiah.
Jesus showed them. "If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have
done to you. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them." They didn't understand.
Judas had already been tempted to betray Jesus. Judas had his own script for Jesus. He followed for his
own purposes, not God's. He read the Old Testament scriptures about Messiah as a political savior. He
wanted someone to change the nation. But not his own heart. Judas listened to the world, the flesh, and
the devil. He was under-committed. And when Jesus didn't fit his script, he betrayed Him.
There's a preview of this back in John 6:60-71. Judas didn't understand the deity of Christ, nor His
humility, nor the idea that His kingdom is not of this world. Judas wasn't re-born by the Holy Spirit. He was
only going through the motions. He pretended to know Jesus, and even to love Him - as in a few hours he
would betray Jesus with a kiss in the garden. At the last judgment Jesus will say "I never knew you."
Jesus washing feet is a picture of the child of God who is restored to fellowship with Him after repenting
from sins, something believers do daily. But Judas wasn't converted. He wasn't washed by the Holy Spirit
from the inside. Judas was sorry for his sins, but not with repentance and faith. That wasn't Judas.
But it was Peter. He's the other disciple highlighted in John 6 and John 13. Peter had a script too. He was
over-zealous, always responding in the flesh. At the end of this chapter, Jesus even has to tell him that
before the rooster crows, Peter would deny Jesus three times - even with oaths.
So I pray you are more like Peter than Judas. Peter sinned. But Peter repented, and was restored. Peter
believed that Jesus is the Holy One sent by God with words and works of eternal life. He was re-born by
the Holy Spirit. Later, he understood what Jesus showed them in John 12 and 13. He understood what
Jesus meant when He told His disciples to not only love Him, but follow Him, and serve Him.
What about YOU? Will your life have a happy ending like Peter? Or a dreadful ending like Judas? Think
of the eternal love in the eyes and heart of Jesus as He took the feet of both of these disciples in his
hands and washed them in the water - knowing how each of them would respond. How will YOU respond
to Jesus? And, who in your life do you need to show the forgiving love of Jesus?
Think of the eternal love of Jesus, recounted in the parallel passage of Philippians 2. Jesus came from
the realms of heavenly glory where He exists eternally as the Son of God. He came to a cradle in the
flesh, to go to the cross to pay for sins, and then receive the eternal crown. Jesus was obedient, even to
death. But He lives again! And God has highly exalted Him so at the name of Jesus, one day every knee
will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to God's eternal glory!
Jesus came as the Suffering Servant to pay for sins so you can have peace with God. When He comes
again as the Conquering King, it will be to complete the salvation of all who believe in Him. Do YOU
believe? Have you received His eternal spiritual life, by being re-born from above by the Holy Spirit? Then
live it out. Trust Him, obey Him. Be changed by Him, transformed by the Holy Spirit - as are all those
washed in His blood, who bear His mark of loving others just as Jesus loved.
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DARKNESS OR ??
Ever come to a major crossroad in your life? That's Jesus in John 12. Everything led up to this turning
point, and now it's all changing. The previous chapters presented Jesus as God come in the flesh - come
to save His people from their sins. And that's what unfolds in the next few hours in the next pages.
After His triumphal entry, Jesus makes His final public proclamation to the people in verses 27-50. One
last chance to turn to His light - or else stumble forever in the darkness they've chosen. The stakes
couldn't be higher, as the cross looms on Jesus' horizon. In verse 27, His soul is greatly troubled. He
prays, "For this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify Your name." Then God spoke from
heaven, "I have glorified it and I will glorify it again."
God had spoken like this before about Jesus. At His baptism, He said "You are My beloved Son with
whom I am well pleased." And at His transfiguration, God said "This is My beloved Son, listen to Him."
Each time, His words are spoken for the benefit of the people. And God's voice is also an echo of the
glory from heaven that He has revealed into the world. That is, His eternal Son, the "Word" of God, who
became living flesh to dwell among us, reveal God to us, and save us. The "glory" is Christ Himself.
John's gospel has recorded all this, as God glorifies His name in the coming of Christ. Jesus reminds us
in chapter 11 "did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?" And here in chapter
12, Jesus again links His humiliation on the cross with His glorification through the cross. God's plan and
purpose is unfolding NOW, and Jesus says, pay attention everyone - and believe!
In verse 31 Jesus elaborates. "Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be
cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." He said this to
show by what kind of death He was going to die.
Jesus knows His purpose, and He plans to accomplish it all. In God's time. In God's way. Nothing certainly not the rebellious fallen angel Satan - will frustrate the Sovereign of the universe. Jesus hasn't
even gone to the cross yet, but Satan is already done for. Defeated. Because Jesus WILL be lifted up on the cross - and SAVE all who will believe in Him. From every tribe and tongue, as God promised.
The people are puzzled. They focused on the Old Testament passages describing the triumphant Christ.
So why is Jesus talking about being crucified? That's the "suffering servant" Messiah of Isaiah. Jesus had
been showing the people not only His deity but His humility. They wanted a political king, but He's more
than that - He's come to save not their earthly desires, but their eternal souls.
That's why, one more time, Jesus points to Himself as "the light" - the focus of the voice and the glory.
Jesus is God in the flesh, the eternal light come to blaze through the darkness of sin and unbelief. Verse
36 Jesus says, "While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become people of light."
Did anyone listen? John adds commentary in verses 37-43. "Though He had done so many signs
before them, they still did not believe in Him." It was just as God had spoken through the prophet
Isaiah. The people don't want to believe God, they want to believe only what they want to believe. Voices
from heaven, light and glory, miracles, nothing makes any difference. They choose darkness. "They
loved the glory of man more than the glory that comes from God," John says in verse 43.
Yet, the words of Jesus ring loud and clear in verse 45, "I have come into the world as light, so that
whoever believes in Me may not remain in darkness." He goes on to speak about the judgment of the
last day, when all who reject Him will be without excuse, because they stopped their eyes and hears.
They would not receive the voice, the light, the glory, as God revealed Himself to them in Jesus.
But what about YOU today? Will you choose the darkness, of ignorance and unbelief, by rejecting
Jesus Christ? That's sealing your own judgment. OR, will you repent? Will you turn and come to Jesus,
and believe in Him as The Light? Your Lord and Savior? And so become a "child of light" - who becomes
like the Light, and who brings others to the Light too.
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COMING KING
As the world ushers in a new year, Christians just finished celebrating the twelve days of Christmas. It
ended yesterday with "Epiphany" which means the revelation or manifestation of Christ. How fitting that
today we read "behold, your King is coming!" as we study the triumphal entry of Jesus.
Last month we celebrated the "Advent" season in the days before Christmas, which herald the past "first
coming" of Christ as God in the flesh. This also focuses attention on His future "second coming" - as
Jesus will one day return to complete all that He initiated in His first advent.
Keep this in mind as you read through John 12:12-26. Jesus was going into Jerusalem for Passover.
Perhaps 2 million people gathered for this feast. Many of them came out to meet Him with a "ticker-tape
parade" by waving palm branches. This was a national symbol for Israel, harkening back to their last
military victory in 164 BC. Now, the miracles of Jesus convinced many He was indeed the promised
political redeemer who would throw off the yoke of Rome. This generation was so nationalistic they
minted coins with palm branches in the 60s AD, shortly before revolting against Rome. But they suffered
utter defeat and the complete destruction of the Temple in 70 AD - part of God's judgment against the
generation which rejected the Messiah. But He will come again - to set everything right.
The scene fulfills various prophecies in the Old Testament about the coming Messiah. Verse 13 says they
were crying out "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, even the king of
Israel!" Hosanna means "save us now." The people were anxious for God's salvation. John 1:49 calls
Jesus "Son of God and King of Israel" and in John 5:43 Jesus said He came in the name of the Father. In
John 11:27 Martha confessed, "You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world."
The miracles of Jesus in John's gospel pointed to His deity, but the people wanted glory. That's coming on a warhorse at His second advent. But this day Jesus came in humility on a donkey, a sign of peace.
Because His first coming was to pay for sin, as the Suffering Servant prophesied by Isaiah. He came to
redeem us with His own blood. By the way, that's a powerful contrast to Islam, an ideology that says
"submit to Mohammed or I will kill you." Jesus says "I came to be killed so you can have My life."
And Jesus had just raised a dead man to life, saying "I AM the resurrection and the life." So thousands
flocked to Him that day. The religious authorities who were jealous of Jesus and wanted to kill Him were
incensed at His popularity. "We are gaining nothing," they said, "Look, the whole world has gone after
Him." Indeed, in verse 20 Philip and Andrew tell Jesus about some Greeks wanting to come to Him.
Then Jesus enigmatically says "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified." He was talking
about His impending crucifixion, being "lifted up" on a cross. How can such humiliation be "glory"? He
explains, "Truly truly I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone;
but if it dies it bears much fruit." Jesus, as the Bread of Life, will give His own life in death, then be
raised to life, so that all who believe in Him WILL receive His eternal spiritual resurrection life. That's glory.
That's His great yield - Gentiles and Jews - ALL who will come to Him in faith. Will you?
That's verse 25, "whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it
for eternal life." Just as Jesus gave His earthly life, so must we give ours to Him. His humiliation leads to
glorification. Put your trust in His dying on the cross and rising from the grave, then you receive His life,
with promise of eternal glory. Because earthly life is just the preview. The main feature is yet to come.
The irony - these people who today said "Hosanna" in less than a week would say "crucify Him" and "we
have no king but Caesar." We are so like them. Fickle. Earthbound. Preconceived notions. We're in an
election cycle right now, with various people promising to restore the past greatness of America. But no
earthly government can bring real peace, like the Prince of Peace, the King of Kings!
That's a message for us today. We live between His comings. He has come and paid for sin to give us
real life. He will come again, in great glory, to raise us into eternity with Him. In verse 26 Jesus says "if
anyone serves Me, he must follow me" and "if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him." These
are the marching orders of your King! Come to Him - and get busy bringing people to come to Jesus!
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THE EXTRAVAGANCE
What's the most amazingly extravagant gift you've ever received? Or given? Maybe John 12:1-11 will
help you answer. A dinner was given in Jesus' honor. No ordinary dinner. Lazarus, the once-dead-andburied-rotting man was a living testimony to Jesus' divine power. They ate and drank together. The server
was Martha, who powerfully confessed faith in Jesus in chapter 11: "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are
the Christ," meaning the "Anointed One," the King that God had promised.
All three siblings believed in Jesus, who said "I AM the Resurrection and the Life." At the dinner, Mary,
the other sister of Lazarus, took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed
the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. Each time we see this Mary in the Gospels, she is at the feet of Jesus. Here we see the result
of His teaching in her believing heart - with three lessons for us.
1- WORSHIP - She who had been forgiven much, loved much. Freely she had received, and now freely
Mary gives all she had. Nard was an expensive imported spice. It became the fragrance of worship and
filled the house, overcoming the aromas of the feast. How do YOU worship? Even if you're misunderstood?
All believers need to be among God's people when they gather for worship. The Holy Spirit who indwells
believers also empowers your worship. Sing the words even if you can't carry a tune. Lift your hands to
honor your Savior. Pray and praise. Read and meditate on God's Word. Fill God's house with the
fragrance of your worship! Even if your private personal worship becomes a public spectacle. You're not
there to impress others, but to worship Jesus.
2- HUMILITY - Mary meant for a moment of private devotion, expressing her love for all that Jesus is.
Washing the feet of guests was the job of the lowest servant of a household. But to untie her hair in public
seemed scandalous. She meant it personally, wiping excess ointment with her own hair, to savor the
Savior she worshiped. It's a picture of receiving His grace, rightly kneeling at the feet of Jesus, in
repentance and faith and love. That's how we should approach Him, as we acknowledge our low estate,
submitting and receiving and emulating His high and holy self-giving love for us.
3- EXTRAVAGANCE - Mary's private worship became a matter of public record. Does it influence YOUR
life? Consider the "expense." Judas objected. It was worth 300 days wages. Would you give to Jesus all
you could earn in year? Mary did. Judas might have alluded to the admonition of Deuteronomy 15 to care
for the poor. But he was the disciples' treasurer who helped himself to their funds. Like the religious
leaders who were plotting Jesus' death, Judas had only an outward appearance of holiness.
The "extravagance" of Mary's gift foreshadows Jesus' gift. The eternal Son of God left His heavenly realm
to become a man. It cost His very life to purchase redemption, as He paid for the sin of the world on the
cross. And He gives His eternal spiritual resurrection LIFE to all who receive Him as Savior and Lord. So
the life you live is now His life lived through you. God's extravagant grace poured out through you.
That's why Scripture encourages "excellence" in giving - a theme of 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, an excellent
companion reading to John 12. It promises "all grace to abound to you so that having all sufficiency
in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work." It challenges believers to practical
worship, by trusting God's provision - not only FOR you and your needs, but THROUGH you, to help
others. Jesus said we would always have the poor, so we will have many opportunities to help others. We
do so because God has given to us. We pass it on. We pay it forward. We trust God to provide.
If Jesus has given you much, how can you emulate Mary's extravagant worship? Look again at her
picture of personal devotion making a public difference! Worship. Humility. Expense. Extravagant.
Excellent. Scripture uses all these words to describe the difference Christ makes in your life - so you can
make a difference in the lives around you.
"Closed hands mean cold hearts." Give! Not only of your treasures, but also of your time and talents.
Give the Gospel, the good news about Jesus paying the debt you cannot pay, giving you His life to give
you new life, forever. Bundle this good news with practical help and compassion. Excel in giving!
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PLOT & PROPHECY
"What are we to do?" Perhaps you've asked this question recently. About something in your personal life
or community or place of employment. We live in difficult days, locally and globally. Maybe Christmas isn't
on your mind this Christmas Eve so much as "what are we to do?" We can learn some things from John
11 as we ponder the options. Does it make any difference that Christ has come? That HE lived? Yes!
All the difference. Jesus has everything to do with everything.
Just BECAUSE Jesus lived put people in a quandary. "What are we to do?" steamed the religious power
brokers in John 11:47. This upstart rabbi from a backwater province was becoming too popular. "If we let
Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him," they said. Never mind that's what should happen
when Messiah comes! So far in John's gospel, Jesus turned water into wine, cleansed the temple,
healed an official's son, an invalid, a blind man, and fed a multitude. Then He raised a dead man to life.
PROPHECY - So the leaders convened a council. The Council, actually. The Sanhedrin, the supreme
religious authority in the land. It was composed mostly of Sadducees, a party which favored cooperation
with Rome. Theological liberals, they didn't believe in angels or the afterlife. The Pharisees were the other
major party. They were conservative keepers of righteousness, the scribes who guided people in their
daily lives. But Jesus seemed to aim His sharpest barbs at them, for majoring on the minors.
These parties were mostly at odds with each other. But Jesus had to be stopped. His popularity could
lead to insurrection, as the people expected a Messiah who would throw off the yoke of Roman rule. The
religious leaders feared they would be the losers - losing their powerful positions which gave them wealth
and authority. It could even lead to losing the temple in Jerusalem, their hallowed national symbol.
Verse 49 is the turning point. Caiaphas said, "You know nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it
is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish."
Even he didn't know what he said. But it was a prophecy, since he was High Priest that year.
PLOT - From that day on, the religious authorities made plans to put Jesus to death. No longer talk or
speculation, they were plotting. Jesus had to be stopped. In response, He withdrew into the hinterlands.
He made Himself scarce around the authorities, because His time had not yet come.
This episode reminds us that God can speak even through unbelievers. In the Old Testament, God often
used unbelieving nations to discipline His people, and turn them to repentance and faith. So the turmoil of
tyrants and terrors does not disrupt God's plans. He can be using them to accomplish His purposes.
PROVIDENCE - What intertwines in John 11 as plot and prophecy was actually providence. That's a $50
theological term to describe how God works in the world. So the prophecy of Caiaphas, which led the
council to plot plans to put Jesus to death, actually helped work out God's plan to put Jesus to death.
And that's what Christmas has to do with it. Without Christmas, there would be no Christ to go to the
cross. Verse 52 explains Jesus was supposed to die, "not for the Jewish nation only, but to gather
into one the children of God who are scattered abroad." Remember, Jesus in chapter 10 said He was
the Good Shepherd who came to gather into one flock all the people who believed in Him.
That's what Christmas is all about. It started way back in the Old Testament, with God's promises to send
the Messiah to make everything right. Christ would pay for the sins of the people rebelling against the
Creator. So God came in the flesh as an infant in a cradle. Because He would grow up to go to the cross.
He would die and be buried. And His raising Lazarus just foreshadowed His raising up of Himself.
MERRY CHRISTMAS - In God's providence, plot and prophecy produce a perfect plan to save God's
people. And Christmas puts everything into right perspective. "What are we to do?" We are to kneel
before Christ our Savior, in repentance. By faith, we are to receive His resurrection life. Then we are to
live out God's purpose in our own lives, by His holy power within us.
That's the Good News of Christ at Christmas! Merry Christmas!
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THE LAZARUS EFFECT
You've heard the words of John 11 at funerals, and perhaps have been a bit confused. Mary and Martha
and the disciples were confused too. Jesus had said Lazarus' illness would not lead to his death. But he
died. Mary and Martha wish Jesus had healed him, but their faith stays strong in midst of their grief.
We empathize when we lose loved ones. Even when death is a blessing due to circumstances, we still
mourn the loss. But only Christians can look forward to life after death, as Jesus promised. In verse 25,
Jesus says, "I AM the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he
live. And everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" Yes, Martha
affirms. I pray YOU do also believe - that Jesus is the Lord of life and that He is Lord of your life.
That's the great message of Christmas too. Jesus, Creator and Lord of Life who breathed the world into
existence, laid aside His heavenly glory to be born as a human infant, destined to pay for the sins of the
world. Then He resurrects Himself to life - because He is the Lord of life. Because He lives, we will live.
The Bible says all who believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior have already received His eternal spiritual life,
being reborn by the Holy Spirit. For believers, earthly death merely gives way to heavenly life, as our
bodies return to dust and our souls enter heaven. Believers will never die spiritually. And some will never
die physically - specifically those who are alive when Jesus returns. Because as Jesus resurrects the
earthly bodies of those who died in faith, He will also transform living believers for their new heavenly
existence. You can read more about this in 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
Jesus provides a foretaste of all this in John 11. In verse 35, the shortest verse in the Bible, Jesus wept.
He expresses genuine human emotion in the loss of His friend - which greatly encourages us in our own
loss. You needn't say anything profound, just grieve with those who grieve, trusting the Lord together.
But some of the people questioned Jesus, saying "could not He who opened the eyes of the blind
man also have kept this man from dying?" We understand the question. But be very careful about
judging God, as though He fails when He chooses not to heal. The Bible does not teach God must
answer your prayers the way or when you want. He is not an idol. He is sovereign. Only a weak faith
demands signs and miracles. God knows best. And what faith really is becomes clearest in moments of
grief and trial - to trust Jesus not because of, but in spite of, circumstances. That's the message of hope that this life is not the end, and that God can be trusted, regardless.
More than this, Jesus completely understands the devastation of death, which is the wages of sin and
deserved consequences of mankind's rebellion against God. And that's why He's come - to make things
right. In verse 33, John records that Jesus was "deeply moved in His spirit and greatly troubled" which
in Greek indicates visceral outrage. He has come to destroy death. Are you outraged by the forces of evil
which perpetrate death in the world? Terrorism? Abortion? (3,800 every day, just in America). Fetal tissue
trafficking? Disease? Slaughter of Christian believers around the world? Death is the wages of sin.
The next actions of Jesus demonstrate His divine power over death - and the eternal truth of His promise
of resurrection life. The body of Lazarus has been decomposing four days in the tomb. Some rabbis
believed that after three days there was no chance for the human spirit to resuscitate. Lazarus was dead.
Jesus stood before his rock-hewn tomb, much like the one He would soon enter in His own death. He
orders the stone removed from the entrance. In verse 42, He prays aloud to the Father, for the benefit of
the crowd, "that they may believe." Then Jesus says, "Lazarus, come out."
As the breathless crowd looked on, "the man who had died came out" in his graveclothes. Why?
Because when Jesus said "I AM the Resurrection and the Life," He meant not just some day in future,
but this day. Because Jesus IS the Lord of Life, he raised Lazarus. Then just a few days later He rolled
His own stone away so people could see His empty tomb.
Because Jesus LIVES today - raised from death and reigning in heaven on high. Because the Jesus of
Christmas is the Christ who paid for sin and who gives eternal life to all who receive Him. Therefore, you
can trust Him in your grief and trials today - because He has proved His promises of ultimate triumph!
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AND THE LIFE
Perhaps you can only really understand "life" in light of death. That's what happened to Mary and Martha
and their brother Lazarus. You read about it in John 11, where Jesus attends the funeral of His friend.
Jesus got the news that Lazarus was sick, but waited until he died. Why? Verse 4, "This illness does
not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Jesus
tarried because He loved these friends. Love is not sentimental feelings, it is a matter of mind and will as
well as heart. Jesus desires the best "good" for those He loves - and sometimes this means things we
consider "bad" must take place. That's so God's perfect plan comes to pass.
When they left for the funeral, Jesus said in verse 15 it was "so that you may believe." His disciples
thought they were going to their own death, since the authorities were on the lookout for Jesus. For Jesus,
it was all a matter of timing, in the providence of God. That's what He meant in verse 9 when He told his
disciples they must work in the day, while they had the light of the world. Then He proceeded to teach
them great lessons about life, death, and resurrection.
DEATH - in verse 11, Jesus said, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him."
This is similar to the little girl He raised in Mark 5. And it's how 1 Thessalonians 4:13 describes the death
of believers. The Old Testament phrase was "slept with his fathers." Real life does not end with death.
Martha ran to meet Jesus as He arrived at Bethany. "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would
not have died. But even now I know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You." Was this
an affirmation or an accusation? We often respond, "why did God let this happen?" Understandable, but
not commendable. Faith does not accuse God. Our "whys" are answered in the Who, as we trust God.
Martha meant, "even though my brother died, Lord, I still trust You."
RESURRECTION - Then Jesus said, "Your brother will rise again." Martha's theology kicked in. Not a
bad thing when you're numb with grief. She said, "I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the
last day." Note well this distinction: everyone will be raised in resurrection, but only believers in Jesus
will live with God forever. Unbelievers will rise to face judgment and endure eternal justice without God.
Martha's words "I know that he will rise" shows that Lazarus truly was a believer in Christ, trusting in
Jesus and His words in John 5:21-29 and John 6:40. His family knew he had saving faith in Jesus.
But here Jesus wasn't teaching theology, He was making a proclamation. He meant today, not the last
day. Verse 25, "I AM the Resurrection and the Life." This was another divine declaration of the deity
and glory of the Son of God. He doesn't just teach about resurrection. He isn't just its agent or cause.
He IS the resurrection. He is "I AM" - God, lord of life, creator, redeemer, re-generator. Jesus is the One
who raises the dead to life, both spiritually (re-birth by the Holy Spirit) and physically (resurrection).
LIFE - Jesus continues in verse 26, "whoever believes in Me though he die yet shall he live." We
often hear these words at funerals and get confused. That's because we tend to think of earthly existence
as "life" when actually "death" is merely the end of earthly existence. We tend to focus on the death of our
body. But the real you is not a body but a soul - an eternal soul living in an earthly body. The real you,
your soul, will continue to live after the death of your earthly body.
The question is, will you live in heaven or hell? What Jesus teaches here echoes John 3:36 "whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life but the
wrath of God remains on him forever." If you're facing death, you'd better be sure about Jesus! And
that's where Jesus takes His conversation with Martha. "Do you believe this?" Jesus asks her.
In the midst of her grief and trial, Martha's response is one of the clearest statements of saving faith in
Scripture. "Yes, Lord, I believe," she says, "that You are the Christ, the Son of God who is coming
into the world." This is a very Jewish and very Christian way of speaking. Because Jesus is Messiah,
the promised One we welcome at Christmastime. And this echoes John 1:9-12 - that Jesus is the true
light coming into the world, and all who receive Him, who believe in His name, become children of God,
who are reborn from above by the Holy Spirit. May this be true of YOU today!
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ONE. GOD.
Think you know who Jesus is? Thankfully every opinion must bow to the facts of the Bible. John's gospel
demonstrates repeatedly how the words and works of Jesus dramatically declare His deity.
It comes up in John 10, when Jesus says, "I AM the good shepherd" and "no one can snatch My
sheep out of My hand." This led to one of the most provocative things Jesus ever said - John 10:30 - "I
and the Father are One." As soon as He said it, His hearers picked up stones to kill Him. Why? Verse 33
explains, "for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God."
Jesus had already claimed to be "I AM" in John 8:58. That's the unutterable name of God, revealed in
Exodus 3:14. He's saying, "I AM who I am and what I've always been and always will be: I AM." God
exists outside of space, time, matter, and energy. God IS. And Jesus clearly declares that He is God.
No one can simply say Jesus was just a great teacher, or a great miracle-worker, or even the good
shepherd. Neither Jesus nor Scripture gives that option. He claims to be God. Specifically, the Son of
God, sent by God to speak God's words and do God's works. His miracles authenticate His claims.
How can we wrap our finite minds around such mind-boggling truths? God gave us the Bible and logic,
both gifts of His creative power, as He intrudes into the world of mankind to demonstrate Himself to us.
He reveals three essential truths about God, central to Christianity.
1- THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD. This is affirmed throughout the Bible. Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6, "The
Lord our God is one." Isaiah 45 says "I am the Lord and beside Me there is no god, the Savior."
Judaism and Christianity both acknowledge the one true God of the Bible.
2- FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT ARE GOD. One God, in three persons, each existing as the
essence of God in perfect eternal unity. The triquetra symbol is a helpful illustration. So is an equilateral
triangle. Each angle and side are equal and identical to the others, but not the same as the others. So it is
with the three persons of the Trinity. Each as much God as the other. Co-equal, co-eternal, each
possessing the same essence and identical attributes of God. Each one God.
3- FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT ARE DISTINCT PERSONS OF THE ONE GOD. God the Father
is God. God the Son is God. God the Holy Spirit is God. But the Father is not the Son nor the Holy Spirit.
The Son is not the Father nor the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not the Father nor the Son. Three divine
persons in one divine triune entity, the Godhead. The same essence. One being. One. God.
That's how to determine who believes the Bible and who believes man-imagined theology. Our finite
minds cannot comprehend infinite truth. But we can recognize and believe it, and begin to describe it.
Because God is not beyond knowing, even though He is beyond understanding.
Cults get it wrong when they say God is one being playing three roles (modalism), or three gods acting as
one (tritheism), or that Jesus was created or that He was an archangel. Islam claims one god, but Allah is
a pagan moon-god. Islam rejects the one true God of the Bible. Islam misrepresents Christianity by
saying God the Father and Mary produced Jesus, so they say Christians believe in three gods. Hinduism
teaches millions of gods, with a trinity of three major gods. Satanism and the occult also have an unholy
trinity. But these are all derived philosophies, not divine truth.
Only Christianity apprehends what the Bible truly teaches - that there is only one true triune God who
exists as Father, Son, and Spirit, and is Creator and Redeemer and Judge. The Bible presents each
person of the Godhead as essential in creation, as well as redemption and resurrection. The apostles
Peter and Paul both specifically refer to Jesus as God and Savior (2 Peter 1:1 and Titus 2:13).
People thought Jesus was a mere man making Himself God, when in reality Jesus is God who
made Himself a man! Fully divine, and fully human. That's the miracle we celebrate at Christmas, when
our Creator came in a cradle to go the cross to obtain the crown of life. He is the gift of life, given to every
one who believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior - the one God, and the one way to Heaven!
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GOOD SHEPHERD
A local sheep farmer delivered a ram to another man who had previously purchased sheep from his flock.
It was night and he wanted the new ram to get acquainted in his new home. So he called the sheep -- a
high-pitched call they would recognize. And immediately about a hundred ewes came running from the
field to the barn. Even though it had been two years since they had heard from their original shepherd.
That's a good illustration of what Jesus talked about in John 10: "I am the Good Shepherd. My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." In Jesus' day, all the sheep of a village were
housed in a commons at night. The community sheep pen protected the sheep from predators and
robbers. A doorkeeper stayed in the gate all night, to keep watch who went in and out.
Jesus was comparing Himself as a good shepherd to the religious leaders of the Israelites, who He had
already rebuked as being "blind guides" of the people. Their spiritual blindness kept them from seeing
Jesus for who He was, as sent from God to do His works and speak His words. They were not true
pastors, but like imposters - who would lead the sheep astray or steal or scatter them.
Jesus said "I am the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep." Imposters would run
away when the wolves came. In Ezekiel 34 God rebukes the leaders of Israel as imposter shepherds who
cared only for what they could get out of the sheep, not what they could give. They were like the religious
leaders in John 9 who rejected the blind man who was healed and who believed in Jesus.
Jesus proved He is the Good Shepherd by giving His life for His sheep. He died on the cross to pay for
the sins of all who believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior. Why? In John 10 Jesus said, "I came that My
sheep may have life and have it abundantly." The Good Shepherd provides health, life, truth.
This abundant life is the new eternal spiritual life you receive when you trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior.
How can you have this abundant life Jesus came to give to His sheep? Let's look at three truths:
1- JESUS KNOWS HIS SHEEP - The Bible says Jesus came into the world to seek and to save the lost
sheep, both Jews and Gentiles. In John 6 Jesus said that His true sheep will follow Him, because the
Father draws them to Jesus. The Good Shepherd knows His own sheep and He seeks them out.
2- HIS SHEEP HEAR HIS VOICE - Those who believe in Jesus are like the sheep who hear and follow
their own Good Shepherd. Those who do not believe in Him are not of His flock, for they do not recognize
His voice and follow Him. Yes, life is scary for sheep -- but their shepherd will never abandon them.
Today, scores of people claim to belong to Jesus. But they don't seem to hear His voice. They do not
read God's Word, the Bible, which is the primary way He communicates to us. They do not listen.
Someone said "people don't hear the voice of God because they've already decided not to obey Him."
They are like the sheep in Psalm 95, who harden their hearts to the voice of the shepherd. So they stray.
3- HIS SHEEP FOLLOW HIM - How can you tell if those who claim to be of the flock of Jesus actually are
His sheep? Only if they follow Him. It's one thing to say you hear Him, but if you don't follow Him, how can
you be His sheep? Jesus said His sheep hear His voice AND they follow Him. Jesus will never lead you
to self-centered pursuits. He will lead you to live out His abundant life through yours, to help others. Your
works and your words will show whether you are following the words and works of the Good Shepherd.
Imposter sheep may claim to be Christians, but they are hardly ever in church with the flock of the Good
Shepherd. And their lives look just like the sheep who stray or are scattered or who have listened to the
voice of an imposter shepherd. They reject the Good Shepherd and choose harm, by straying away.
Jesus said, only if you trust and obey the Good Shepherd are you part of the flock of God. If He knows
you, then you will hear His voice and you WILL follow Him. And Jesus promises you will be forever safe in
His flock. He will never cast you out, and He will raise you up with Him on the last day. You will escape
judgment for your sins, and you will be with the Good Shepherd in His paradise forever.
That's GOOD NEWS about the Good Shepherd -- share it with someone else today!
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ONCE WAS BLIND
Can you imagine wanting to be blind? A North Carolina woman suffering from a disorder pretended to be
blind most of her life, finally convincing her psychologist to put drain cleaner in her eyes to fulfill her
dream. Most people would consider that a nightmare. And maybe YOU don't experience the difficulties of
being blind from birth -- but is there something else about your life you wish wasn't there?
In John 9 Jesus sees a man born blind. Asked about him, Jesus replies, “It was not that this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him." Then Jesus said, "I am
the Light of the World." And taking divine initiative, Jesus spit on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and put it on the man's eyes, and told him to go wash in the Pool of Siloam. He came back seeing!
What a scene! The Lord of Creation, who spoke the cosmos into existence with "Let there be light" and
created the first human being Adam from the soil, re-creates His creation by the finger of God in the earth.
The Light of the World shines miraculous healing light -- and Jesus heals the man born blind.
The amazed people took him to the religious leaders, probably expecting them to praise God for the
miracle. But these earth-bound self-righteous people were spiritually blind. They weren't impressed with
the miracle. They were obsessed with criticizing the Miracle-Worker. They considered Jesus a sinner,
because He healed on the Sabbath, and did not affirm their traditions. One of their 39 rules for the
Sabbath was "no kneading of bread" so apparently they accused Jesus on their technicality.
The religious leaders interrogated the once-blind man about what happened. He presented a powerful
and courageous declaration about Jesus. "One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
However, his parents declined to testify, because the rulers had already announced that anyone who
believed in Jesus would be put out of the synagogue.
What would you do? Do you fear other people more than God? Before Jesus healed the man, He
reminded His disciples of their mission -- to speak the words and do the works of God Himself. If you are
a believer in Jesus, that's your mission too. Don't be afraid to speak out and tell the Good News!
Remember, your testimony is not the Gospel, but is a doorway to sharing the Good News about Jesus.
That door may open a crack, or completely, or get slammed in your face. That's what happened to the
once-blind man. The religious leaders rejected his personal testimony, and kicked him out of the church - for believing in Jesus. Likewise you should not be deterred by rejection or persecution, because you
have been commissioned as an ambassador for Jesus -- simply to speak the truth about Him.
The story doesn't end there. The Great Physician wasn't quite finished with His healing of the blind man.
Jesus found Him, and when the man realized it was Jesus who had healed him, he knelt in worship, and
declared, "Lord, I believe." Not only had his physical blindness been healed, but most important, his
spiritual blindness was dispelled by the Light of Life. He believed in Jesus as Lord and Savior.
What about you? What if you reject God's words and work in your life? What if you are not healed
physically? Do you trust in Jesus Himself, or only in what you want Him to do for you? You, like those
unbelieving religious leaders, could still be spiritually blind. Such spiritual blindness can prevent you from
receiving the light of the Light of the World in your life. Instead, submit to Him, trust Him, obey Him -- and
live out His spiritual light and life through you, no matter your circumstances!
The eternal healing of your spiritual sight is vastly more important than any earthly physical healing. John
chapter 20 records how Jesus appeared to the disciples after His resurrection. Thomas had not yet
experienced seeing Him. And he did not believe, until Jesus appeared to him. But Jesus said, blessed
are those who have not seen and yet believe. John says the Bible is written so that YOU may believe
in Jesus, whether or not you have been healed or had some religious experience.
If your testimony is "once I was blind, but now I see" you know that the Miracle-Worker Himself is the
real miracle. Your trust is in HIM who works all things after the counsel of His own perfect will for you.
Trust & obey Him today -- and share the good news about Jesus with everyone around you!
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CHILDREN OF -???Ever been told "you're just like your father"? (probably after you did something wrong!) Even Jesus said
this, to some religious leaders in John 8:37-59. But He wasn't talking about personal or physical traits. He
meant spiritual heritage. They claimed to be offspring of Abraham. But their deeds were not at all like
Abraham, who both trusted AND obeyed God's Word.
CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM ? - The Bible talks about Abraham some 300 times. He is considered the
father of the Jewish nation. Over 2,000 years before Christ, God made a covenant with Abraham to make
him the father of a multitude of offspring and give him a Promised Land. You can read about it in Genesis
15 and other passages. Because Abraham "believed" God, it was counted to him as righteousness.
Abraham trusted what God said was true. He took action on it. He trusted and obeyed.
The Bible points to Abraham as an example of saving faith. Salvation is by grace through faith alone, not
works. But trust without action is a dead faith. The letters to Romans and Galatians make this abundantly
clear, as does James 2, which says Abraham's works are the evidence of his faith. You're not saved by
works. But if you are saved your faith will produce works. Faith is the root, works are the fruit.
CHILDREN OF GOD ? - The New Testament also teaches that God's promises to Abraham are fulfilled
in the person of Christ. Galatians 3 says HE is the promised offspring of faith. And all who believe and
receive Christ become children of God, through faith. Therefore, ALL who are in Christ are also
Abraham's offspring, children of faith who inherit the promises, all by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Some people believe every person is a "child of God." But the Bible makes it clear: physical birth makes
you a human being, created in the image of God. Only spiritual birth makes you a child of God. See John
1:12-13. It's not about genetics, it's about re-generation. It's about being born again from above by the
Holy Spirit. Not by the human will or of the flesh, but by God. Jesus said in John 3:3, "Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."
CHILDREN OF SATAN ? - Back in John 8, the Jewish leaders took great offense when Jesus said they
cannot bear to hear God's truth, because they are children of Satan, the father of lies. Satan tempted
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. He is the fallen angel who led others in rebellion against God.
Satan is the "adversary" of believers, who tempts you, accuses you, and seeks to enslave you to sin. But
he cannot "make" you do anything. You can't blame your sin on him. You sin when you give in.
But Jesus is infinitely greater than Satan. "The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the devil" (1
John 3:8) and "HE who is in you is greater than he who is in the world" (1 John 4:4). The Holy Spirit
indwells and empowers everyone who trusts in Christ as Lord and Savior. You have His power to live out
the truth, instead of the lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Great puritan theologian John Owen put
it this way: "be killing sin or sin will be killing you." Galatians 5 says in Christ, you are dead to sin, so put
to death the desires of the flesh, which has been crucified with Christ. Live in the power of the Holy Spirit!
CHILDREN OF FAITH ? - Many of the people who heard Jesus teach these things rejected Him. They
claimed Abraham and God as their father, but they denied it in their thoughts, words and deeds. "Who do
You think You are?!" they demanded, "greater than Abraham?" Jesus responded with precise potent truth.
Because He IS the truth, come full of truth, to bear witness to the truth.
Jesus destroyed all their arguments when He declared, "Truly truly I say to you, before Abraham was,
I AM." This enraged them. Notice He does not say "before Abraham was, I was." He says "I AM I AM" -uttering the infinite truth of the unutterable name of God revealed in Exodus 3:14 -- and applies it to
Himself. His hearers tried to stone Him for this blasphemy.
What about YOU ? If you believe in Jesus - what about the children in YOUR life? Someone put it well,
"If we won't teach our children who God is, someone else will teach them who He isn't." Do you ALL you
can today to reach everyone around you --especially children-- with the good news about Jesus!
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FREE INDEED ??
Maybe you saw a recent news report about a man in a Colorado national park. He was explaining to
authorities that his wife had plunged to her death off a cliff. However, he had no explanation for the "X"
that he had marked on his map of the trail where she fell. Maybe he was "finally free" -- but not for long!
In John 8:30-38, an inability to understand afflicted some of the people who gladly heard Jesus teach.
Many "believed" in Him. But Jesus knew some were merely in agreement with what He said, but had not
actually committed themselves to following Him. This is true of many who sit in church pews across our
land, who merely "profess" to believe in Christ but do not actually "possess" Him by faith.
Verse 31, "so Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, If you abide in My word, you are truly
My disciples." He's making a distinction between those who were actually His disciples and those who
were not. How can you tell the difference? Well, "disciple" means learner and follower.
Verse 32, "and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free." First, those who have been reborn by the Holy Spirit have had their hearts, minds, and wills changed by God's truth. Second, their
changed beliefs irrevocably leads to changed behavior. They have come to the Light of the world, and left
the darkness of sin behind. They receive Jesus as Savior and Lord, and live a new life in Christ.
But the earth-bound Israelites protested, "we are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved by
anyone. How is it that You say, you will become free?" They were trusting in genealogy instead of regeneration by the Holy Spirit. That's like people today who think their family heritage or history in a church
will somehow save them, or some ritual they experienced as a child, or some response they made in an
evangelistic meeting. How can earthly experiences save you? The Bible says only Jesus saves! Only
trusting in what Jesus has done for you will save you -- not trusting in what you have done!
And if you're truly trusting Jesus, you'll obey His Word. You'll be set free from sin and self. Supernaturally
changed. And God's word will be your guide -- as you live out His truth by the power of the Holy Spirit.
John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progress, wrote inside the cover of his Bible: "Either this Book will keep
you from sin, or sin will keep you from this Book." But how does God's truth set you free? Knowing the
truth of God's Word helps you understand the three "tenses" of salvation in Christ Jesus.
-1- You have been saved. That's called "justification." When you trust Christ as Savior and Lord, God
declares you legally justified before God. Until then, you have been lost in the darkness of sin. But in
Christ, you are FREE from the penalty of sin, paid by Jesus' sacrifice of His life on the cross.
-2- You are being saved. That's called "sanctification" or the process of being made holy like Christ.
This means you are FREE from the power of sin, because of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
This means you no longer "have" to sin, because you've been released from your natural bondage to sin.
Because you have new spiritual life in Christ, through the Holy Spirit, you have the power to say NO to sin.
-3- You will be saved. That's called "glorification" and refers to the new heavenly bodies believers will
receive at the final resurrection when Jesus returns. This means you will be finally FREE from the
presence of sin, because you will dwell with Jesus forever in the new heavens and earth.
Knowing the truth about salvation, you can live in the freedom of knowing Christ. The truth sets you free!
As you have been justified in Christ, there is no longer any condemnation for your sins. Its paid for. As
you are being sanctified in Christ, you have the power of the Holy Spirit to become more like Him, as you
read God's word, understand it, and live it out in your daily life. All by His power. Though you live in a
sinful world and are tempted daily by sin, you don't have to give in. You're free from sin's power.
And you have the hope and promise of finally being fully saved from sin when Jesus comes again.
Meantime, how can you "live free" in Jesus? He said, abide in My word and you will truly be My disciples.
First, be a learner. KNOW the truth. Put God's Word in your mind. And BELIEVE what God says, not the
lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Then, be a follower. LIVE it out. Trust and obey, all by the power
of the Holy Spirit. If you truly have faith in Jesus, you will follow Him, living for Him, by His power!
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD ??
Ever been in the dark? Your spouse or coworkers might say you're often in the dark. But what about
really dark, not a photon of light in sight. That's a frightening proposition. And Jesus says that's the real
situation of people who are lost in the darkness of sin and ignorance. You read about it in John 8:12-30.
Jesus makes a dramatic declaration, "I AM the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life." The scene is the Feast of Tabernacles, a fall festival marking
vineyard harvest and thanksgiving for rain. It also recalled God's miraculous wilderness provision for the
Israelites, after being set free from slavery in Egypt. Huge lamps and torches were lit for exuberant
celebration, reciting of Psalms and music by the Levite orchestra, while the people rejoiced greatly.
"I AM" - This is the word construction "I am I am" or "ego eimi" in Greek. To Jewish hearers, Jesus utters
the unutterable name of God, Yahweh or Jehovah, which God revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:14 at the
burning bush. "I AM WHO I AM" = the eternal self-existent, all-sufficient Creator and Redeemer.
"THE LIGHT" - Light was both a symbol and pursuit of GOD, to cast away the darkness of ignorance and
sin. A common Jewish prayer was for God to lift up the light of His face upon His people. Psalm 27
proclaims, "The LORD is my light and my salvation" who teaches me and leads me in His ways.
"OF THE WORLD" - Numerous Old Testament passages point to the promised Messiah as "light for the
nations" -- for Gentiles as well as Jews who believe in the Savior prophesied to come save His people.
"WHOEVER FOLLOWS ME" - Part of God's miraculous provision for the Israelites in the wilderness was
the pillar of light that led them to the Promised Land. Cloud by day and fire by night, it represented the
presence of God leading them in His way. The people trusted, obeyed, and followed.
"WILL NOT WALK IN DARKNESS" - Darkness represents ignorance and sin, in contrast to God's light of
truth and holiness. At Christmas we read Isaiah 9:2, "the people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light" - because of the coming of Christ, the promised Savior, who is the light of the world.
"BUT WILL HAVE THE LIGHT OF LIFE" - Psalm 56 proclaims, "You Lord have delivered my soul from
death, and my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of life." The gospel of John opens
with a declaration of Jesus as the Creator in whom was life and the life was the light of mankind. It shines
in the darkness, which cannot overcome it. John 1:14 says this true light came into the world as flesh,
"and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth." The words "dwelt" and "glory" recall the "Shekinah glory" of God's presence in the Tabernacle,
the portable temple God had the Israelites construct for their wilderness wanderings.
"I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD" conveys all these Old Testament echoes -- as Jesus also confirms
His divine authority for all that He taught and for all the miracles He performed. The theme of light relates
to the truthfulness of His witness, and His authority as God. If they would receive Him, and come to His
light and follow Him, they would know the life-changing truth of WHO He is and what He is saying.
Those who reject Him remain in the darkness of ignorance, out of God's light, lost in sin. In verse 19
Jesus says "you will die in your sin." This foreshadowed the demise of the generation that rejected Him
which would see the destruction of the Temple in AD 70 as God transitions the Old Covenant to the New.
No more lights of religious observance, because Jesus Himself is the light. All who receive Him will LIVE,
in HIS light, waiting for His return, the consummation of all things, and then, with Him forever.
2 Corinthians 4:6 says "For God who said, let light shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Jews sought light,
Greeks sought knowledge, and Romans sought glory -- all found truly in the person of Jesus Christ.
It's either light or flight. Will YOU flee from His light? Or come to Him for light and life? Flee darkness! Put
all your trust in Jesus. Obey the light of His word of truth, the Bible -- all by the power of the Holy Spirit!
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GO SIN NO MORE ??
People who care little about the Bible seem to know about John 8:1-11 and the woman caught in adultery.
Except they think it ends with "go and sin some more." Jesus never said that. But what did He say?
His adversaries ambushed Jesus with a woman "caught in the act of adultery" and asked His legal
opinion. Jewish Law said death by stoning. If He agreed, they would report Him to Roman authorities who
alone could carry out capital punishment. If He said no, they would report Him to the Jewish high council
to condemn Him for heresy. Both options foreshadow His own pending death. What would Jesus do?
But there are other dilemmas here. Where is the adulterous man? In Old Testament law, he is also guilty.
What do you think of the hypocritical "holiness" of so-called religious leaders who would set such a trap?
Does it remind you of Islamic Sharia law where women are killed for such sins but men are not? Recent
news reported how Muslim officials put to death a girl -- for the deeds of her brothers.
What would YOU do if caught in the trap set for Jesus? You already ARE asked this question about
similar sins. Discipleship is a dangerous calling. Do homosexuals have a "right" to "marry"? Should those
who disagree be forced to participate in so-called "same-sex marriage"? Should people who disagree
attend such a ceremony? How can abortion or fetal tissue trafficking be condoned? Why should Planned
Parenthood receive one penny of taxpayer funds? Why should your conscience bow to theirs?
Homosexuality is a headline-grabbing dilemma of our day -- perhaps because Christians have been too
silent on the overall issue of sexual immorality which pervades our culture. Christians must lovingly affirm
what the Bible teaches. God wonderfully and immutably creates each human person as biologically male
(man) or female (woman). These two distinct complementary sexes or genders together reflect the image
and nature of God. As ordained by God, marriage unites one adult man and one adult woman in a single
exclusive and sacred 'one-flesh' lifetime union in covenant with God, as the procreative formation of
family and foundation of civilization. Marriage mirrors the holy relationship of Christ and His church.
God designed and commands sexual intimacy only for marriage. Temptation is not sin. You sin when you
give in, either actions or thoughts. Scripture says sexual immorality sins against your own body, because
you are created in God's image, and are to be holy like Him. This includes all forms of sex outside of
heterosexual marriage, including adultery, bestiality, bisexuality, fornication, incest, pederasty, polyamory,
polygamy, pornography, etc. The Bible explicitly explains homosexual behavior as particularly contrary to
nature in such a way as to be inherently perverse. Even if you erroneously believe people are born that
way, only someone with an aberrant agenda tries to twist Scripture to somehow excuse any sin.
So what will Jesus do? He wrote something on the ground. Perhaps one of the commandments written
by the finger of God on tablets of stone. Perhaps names of the accusers, and their own sins. According to
Jewish law, the accusers had to be the first ones to cast the stones. Jesus won't be part of their hypocrisy.
Then He said, "Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her."
One by one, beginning with older wiser ones, they dropped their stones and went away. Note that only
Jesus is "Him who is without sin." Only Jesus has the moral authority to judge. But His first coming was to
pay the penalty for sin. He will judge sin at His second coming. And Christians do not condemn people,
because the Bible says you condemn yourself -- by your own thoughts, words and deeds. And if you are
forgiven in Christ, you do not judge hypocritically. But you are to discern sin. And one duty of a true
disciple is to help bring others to repentance and faith in Jesus -- by telling others the good news.
Have you dropped your stones and knelt before Jesus, to receive His forgiveness? The whole point of
Jesus dying on the cross and rising from the dead is to set people FREE from natural bondage to sin and
self -- to now live for Jesus, according to God's Word and by the power of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus, you
can be set FREE -- able to say NO to sin. Even sexual sin. That's the good news you have to share!
Jesus said to the woman, "Go, and from now on, sin no more." He did not excuse nor condone sin. His
legal opinion is written in Romans 6:15-23: "The wages of sin is death, but the freely given gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." In Christ, you are set free from those things you are now ashamed of
and once were enslaved to. FREE to go, sin no more -- and tell others the good news!
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THIRST FOR AUTHORITY ??
It's open season on voters this political season. You're bombarded with "spin" messages from media
and handlers. "Everything is changing," said Will Rogers. "People are taking comedians seriously and
politicians as a joke." And "I don't make jokes, I just watch the government and report the facts."
Personally, I'm not a fan of political jokes -- too many get elected.
As you read John 7 this week, perhaps it rings with overtones of a political campaign. The people
discuss a popular new public figure, wondering when He will take center stage in Jerusalem. Trouble is,
they're thinking physically and politically, not spiritually. Jesus didn't come to satisfy earthly thirsts. He
isn't angling for votes. He's come to save souls. He's on a mission from God -- to transform thirsty souls!
Because the people could try to make Him king before His time, Jesus goes to Jerusalem privately. He
operates on God's timetable, to fulfill God's purposes. He's not a candidate to give you what you want, but
what you really need. It's not yet time for His triumphal entry, and Jesus must endure the cross before He
receives the crown. Jesus attends the Feast of Tabernacles. Like a Labor Day weekend campout, the
Israelites lived in tents throughout the festival. It drew nearly everyone across the land. It commemorated
God's provision for rains and vineyard harvest, as well as remembering God's provision in the wilderness
when they lived in tents after being rescued from slavery in Egypt and before entering the Promised Land.
As Jesus taught in the temple, the undercurrent of conversation among the common people concerned
Him -- His message and speculation about His future. But the religious authorities publicly challenged His
authority -- since Jesus challenged their authority. Consider three major questions.
-1)- What's the unquenchable thirst of the people? Jesus isn't a political candidate; He represents the
dilemma of discipleship. He appeals to the root issue of human nature: "who's going to run your life?"
It's all about your "thirst for authority." The religious leaders claim the authority of Moses, who gave them
God's Word. But Jesus says in verse 19 "not one of you keeps the Law." Their traditions contradicted
the spirit of God's Word. In verse 24 He says "do not judge by appearances, but with right judgment."
The hypocritical leaders were trapped by their own self-importance, self-righteousness, and self-authority.
-2)- What does Jesus' promise of "rivers of living water" have to do with it? They had deep thirst for
God's authority, but kept drinking at their own man-made fountain. During the Feast of Tabernacles, the
priests led a procession which ended at the temple with pouring water from a golden pitcher. It recalled
"water from the wells of salvation" and which poured from the Rock in the wilderness (which was Christ).
It recalled the rains, and the promised pouring out of the Holy Spirit spoken by the prophets.
Religious rituals cannot satisfy spiritual thirst. Only Jesus can. In verse 37, He stood up and cried out,
"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink." Jesus is the personal fulfillment of the prophecies
and promises. "Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 'out of his heart will flow rivers
of living water." This brings to mind numerous Old Testament imagery. John tells us, "Now this Jesus
said about the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive."
-3)- What's the remedy for YOU, for your thirst for authority? What can quench the unquenchable
thirst of your human soul? In the parched poverty of your mind-heart-will, do you follow the lies of the
world-flesh-devil instead of submitting to God's eternal, holy, written-down Word of truth, the Bible?
Jesus came to baptize with the Holy Spirit. He regenerates you to believe and indwells you with eternal
resurrection life. He does not give your own spiritual authority. He instructs you to understand God's Word,
equips you to do God's will, and empowers you to witness -- to tell others the good news about Jesus.
Knowledge and experience are useless without faith in Jesus for eternal spiritual life. That's the living
water Jesus promised. The Holy Spirit brings you to trust in Jesus for salvation, and to obey Him,
and to bring others to Him too. That's the only thing that will satisfy your "thirst for authority"
-- to submit to your Creator who is also your Savior who is also your Lord.
Drink deeply of Him! Let the river of grace flow!
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WORDS OF LIFE ??
You have experienced the destructive power of words. "Sticks and stones can break my bones but words
will never hurt me" just doesn't work all that well. But hopefully you've also experienced the constructive
power of words -- words of encouragement, affirmation, good will, hope and promise.
The words Jesus speaks are even MORE powerful. They bring "spiritual" and "eternal" LIFE -- which you
can get nowhere else. Only from Jesus. The powerful closing scene of John 6 spells it all out for you.
In verse 35 Jesus proclaims, "I AM the bread of life; whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in Me shall never thirst." Puzzling words, coming right after His miraculous
multiplying of the loaves and fishes by the Sea of Galilee. He explains the significance of the sign. It's not
about the physical or material, it's about the immaterial -- the spiritual. Moses fed the multitude in the
wilderness, but not with "true living bread" like Jesus is. The bread of Moses perished. But Jesus is
eternal. He's the source of eternal life for all who believe in Him. Verse 57, "As the living Father sent Me,
and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on Me, he also will live because of Me."
Earth-bound Israelites hearing Him stumbled over these words. Jesus is talking about bringing spiritually
dead people to spiritual life. It's not about a sacrament, but His sacrifice. You're not saved by rituals,
you're saved by the ransom of the Risen Lord. Jesus is the great "I AM" of Exodus 3:14. As the Lord of
life, He is God come in the flesh to save His sinful people who are spiritually dead. He gave His own body
and blood on the cross to pay for sin. He asks you to believe that He lived and died and rose again to
save YOU. Because you are unable to save yourself, you must trust wholly in Him -- for His spiritual life.
Jesus makes a marvelous promise in verse 37, "All that the Father gives Me WILL come to Me, and
whoever comes to Me I will never cast out." There is much mystery here, but we must not make the
mistake many do by trying to elevate the responsibility of man above the sovereignty of God. The Bible is
clear, even if the concepts seem unclear in our finite minds. Apart from Christ no one has the "moral
ability" to choose Jesus. Everyone is "dead in sins" until they are "born again from above by the Holy
Spirit." Jesus said in John 3 that anyone who does not believe in Him is "condemned already" because
they have not believed. That's why you need a Savior -- because you CANNOT save yourself! You can
only be saved by believing in Jesus, but you can only do so by the gracious provision of the Father to
draw you to Jesus in faith. Jesus explains this as the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit -- which results
in a real coming to Him in faith that becomes reality all by the amazing grace of God Himself.
This helps us understand responses to Jesus' words. Verse 60 records that when many of the disciples
heard Jesus' words, "they said, 'This is a hard saying; who can listen to it'?" And verse 66 says,
"After this many of His disciples turned back and no longer walked with Him." Religious faith is the
same as anyone's "faith" in anything, in that it is logical and reasonable and based on evidence. Faith
doesn't require you to understand everything. The test of faith is whether the OBJECT of your faith is
trustworthy. And when it comes to Jesus, you are asked to believe what HE says because He is GOD.
Can you trust Him? Then you can trust all that Jesus says. Such faith is a gift of God!
In verse 67 Jesus turns to his inner circle, the twelve disciples, and asks whether they also want to quit
following Him. Simon Peter answers, "Lord, to whom shall we go? YOU have the words of eternal life.
And we have believed, and have come to know, that YOU are the Holy One of God."
How much of what Peter just confessed did he fully understand? We'll not know until Jesus answers ALL
our questions in heaven. But if you are trusting Jesus in the same way as Peter, then surely God is at
work in your heart and mind and will. So TRUST Him with your whole being. He promises to save all who
come to Him in faith. Believe in Him who said "I WILL" raise up on the last day all who "believe in Me."
Will YOU reject Him or receive Him? Will you listen to earthly words of the world, the flesh and the devil?
Or the eternal words from Jesus' lips? That's the confidence of faith -- to trust in Jesus AND to share His
good news with others. You can be sure that SOME WILL believe because Jesus promises to save ALL
who come to Him in faith. You don't do the saving, but you must do the sharing of His "words of life"!
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WATER WALKER ??
Even people who don't know much about the Bible know about the miracle of Jesus walking on water.
There's a species of water-walking lizard the scientific community calls "the Jesus lizard." Dynamic
leaders are often highly regarded as being able to "walk on water." But how about you?
Do you sometimes picture yourself out in a little boat tossed on a stormy sea? Darkness deepens and
wind and waves grow higher and stronger. You can't be sure what you see. A ghostly figure - walking on
the water - undisturbed by all that troubles you. A frightening specter? Fear descends? But then you hear
Jesus' words, "It is I - do not be afraid." This changes everything in the whirling world around you! And
you reach shore in a calm sea, because Jesus is with you. That's what happened to the disciples in John
6:16-21 on the Sea of Galilee. Because the antidote to fear is faith.
And Jesus wasn't the only water walker that night. Matthew records how Jesus invited, and Peter got out
of the boat, walked on water, and came to Jesus. Peter trusted and obeyed. That's the power of the Lord
of creation moving a believer to experience Him. But you'll never walk on water unless you get out of the
boat, in the storm. Yes, the antidote to fear is faith - but frequent doses are required. Belief and unbelief
waft in brief moments apart. Trusting, wavering, then sinking. But Peter knew what to do - he cried out,
"Lord, save me!" - and that is what you and I must do. Trust and obey.
Think about it. Peter had a burst of faith to walk on water. But not enough to keep from sinking. It shows
how our focus, our faith, must be in the LORD of the miracles, not the miracles themselves. Nor in our
own faith - but in HIM who is faithful. Because faith is only as good as the trustworthiness or faithfulness
of the object of our faith. Faith in Jesus is the strongest possible faith. He will never fail. But when doubts
come, as they will, keep trusting in Jesus, the Son of God. He will save you!
Miracles in John's gospel thus far have revealed Jesus as "Lord of Creation." HE has power to turn water
into wine, cleanse the temple, heal the sick, etc. Why does this miracle of walking on the water occur right
between "food for 5,000" and declaring "I AM the Bread of Life"? Even with increasing revelation of His
deity, the disciples were slow to believe. In Mark 6:52 we learn the reason for their "little faith" - they still
did not understand about the loaves. So Jesus shows He is greater than Moses, the great deliverer who
parted the Red Sea, fed the people in the wilderness, and gave them the Word of God. Jesus shows it
was not Moses, but GOD, who did all these things. Jesus is greater than Moses because Jesus is God.
He created the sea, walks upon it and controls it. That's why we can trust and obey Him for every physical
and spiritual fear of our lives. HE is Lord of Creation. And OUR Strong Deliverer.
Thinking only in physical terms about the miracle, they failed to see the miracle-worker for who He said
He IS - God come in the flesh. Walking on water helped move the disciples from fear to faith. In many
ways, it's an analogy of the Christian life. In our dangerous calling of discipleship, we are very much like
those men in the boat, sent out by Jesus without Him into a dangerous situation. He has gone to heaven.
He warns us to expect trials and persecutions. We await His second coming. Meantime, we often row
against the wind as we trust and obey, striving to proclaim the Good News, making disciples. We too are
often afraid in the storms of life. But unlike those disciples before Pentecost, WE have the power of the
Holy Spirit WITHIN us. Power to trust and obey, midst the turmoil of the world, overcoming fear with faith.
John 6 is not so much about the Lord's Supper as the Lord's Supper is about John 6. Plus, it points to
John's Revelation. We trust the LORD of the Lord's Supper, who walked on water as Lord of Creation and
our Strong Deliverer. The Israelites wanted to make Jesus their political king in John 6 - but He is already
more powerful than that - as "Lord of the Nations." To most Israelites, the sea was like the chaos and
disorder of the world and nations that only God could control. When He fulfills the promise to come, we
will join the Bread of Life in the "marriage supper of the Lamb " (Revelation 19) in the new heavens and
earth, where there will be no more sea - no more frightening turmoil of the world (Revelation 21).
It all turns out all right. Have you put your trust in HIM - who commands and the universe obeys? HE is
the only way to the safe haven of heaven. And having declared Him Lord of your life, will you trust Him
NOW midst the storms of life? He says, "IT IS I - be not afraid" = trust Him, obey Him. All will be well.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2015.09.03

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
FOOD FOR 5,000 ??
Maybe you can't get enough fresh tomatoes or sweet corn or watermelon in the summer. But how would
you like to eat something that would forever satisfy your hunger? That prospect faced a privileged crowd
of people following Jesus up from the seashore to the hills of Galilee. John writes about it in chapter 6.
His dramatic narrative captures the only miracle recorded in all four Gospel accounts.
Why does God draw so much attention to this? It points to how Jesus fulfilled pivotal Old Testament
prophecies - and the first of His great "I AM" statements. Verse 4 says the feast of the Passover was
drawing near. With the large crowd coming to Him, Jesus tested His disciples on how they would feed
them. Philip noted how it would take 200 days' wages. Andrew presented a boy with five barley loaves
and two fish, saying, "but what are they for so many?" After all, the crowd numbered 5,000 men, and
counting women and children would have been 10-15,000 people.
Perhaps you approach logistical problems like these disciples, thinking like mere humans, instead of
seeing with eyes of faith and trusting God's divine supernatural power. Imagine the scene -- reminiscent
of the Israelites in the wilderness after the first Passover and their Exodus from Egypt, when Moses fed
them with manna from heaven. This object lesson takes new life as Jesus shows the people WHO He is.
Jesus had the people sit down. In verse 11, He gave thanks, then miraculously multiplied the loaves and
fish so everyone ate their fill. Then He said “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.”
And they filled twelve baskets with fragments -- perhaps one for each disciple, to make a point. These
were people who spent most of their working day just getting enough food for that day. The prospect of a
miracle-worker who could miraculously feed them was astonishing. They figured Jesus was the Prophet
that Moses had predicted would come. They wanted to make Him king, but Jesus withdrew.
Recall that in the beginning of His ministry, Jesus rejected Satan's temptations to make bread from
stones and to be lifted up as King. Here Jesus multiplies loaves and fishes as He demonstrates His deity.
But this was not the right Passover for Jesus to be crowned as King of the Jews. And, He came to set His
people free not politically or physically, but spiritually. His is the Kingdom of God, not a kingdom of man.
Later, when the people found Jesus on the other side of the lake, He taught them the real meaning of the
miracle. Their spiritual hunger was the real issue, not physical hunger. In verse 27 He said, "Do not work
for food that perishes, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you."
Spiritual food is not physical, but eternal. Spiritual hunger is satisfied by faith, not food. In response to
Jesus' words, the people asked "what must we do to do the works of God?" and in verse 29 He replied,
"This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent." They saw Jesus as a mere
miracle-worker. But Jesus explains how He's not like Moses, through whom God fed the multitude. Jesus
IS God, come in the flesh to bring spiritual life - the "bread of God" who gives life to the world. He doesn't
just feed them spiritual bread, He IS the bread. Believing in Him is the only way to receive His spiritual life.
In verse 35 Jesus declared, “I AM the bread of life; whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and whoever
believes in Me shall never thirst." This was remarkable. "I AM" is the name of God, revealed to Moses.
Only those with eyes and ears and hearts and minds and wills of faith could receive this truth. Jesus went
on to say "you have seen Me and yet do not believe. But all that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and
whoever comes to Me I will never cast out." These are words of invitation, for YOU to believe in Him.
Jesus underscores His mission in v38, "I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will but the will
of Him who sent Me. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that I should lose nothing of all that He has
given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the
Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
If you haven't already, I urge YOU to believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior -- to receive His eternal
spiritual life! Then, gladly share this GOOD NEWS with the spiritually starving people around you! God
can multiply YOUR words of faith - and one by one, reach more than 5,000 people!

PASTORS COLUMN – 2015.08.20

– Spencer Daily Reporter & Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
THE 6TH WITNESS ??
Ever been surrounded by a pack of wolves out for blood? Not furry-four-legged varmints, but the twolegged variety? Jesus was. And in John 5:30-47 you read about His legal defense before the religious
authorities of Jewish law. Here's how Jesus turned the tables on them -- and puts you on notice too.
Recall from last time that Jesus had healed a man on the Sabbath. Hauled before the authorities, He
defends His authority not only to raise up a paralyzed man, but to raise up to new eternal resurrection life,
anyone who would believe in Him. Now He answers the legal challenge. And in doing so, He claims to be
God. Not once, but numerous times. He calls five witnesses -- and one mystery witness.
The FIRST witness for the defense = Jesus calls Himself. Verse 30 says "I can do nothing on My
own... only the will of Him who sent Me." His authority for what He does and says is none other than
God Himself. To the ears of these religious authorities, Jesus made Himself equal with God. Blasphemy!
Plus, Old Testament law required two or three witnesses to establish a legal claim. Jesus as God needs
no cadre of testimony -- but Jesus provides them, so that the people will believe.
The SECOND witness = John the Baptizer. Jesus says in verse 32, "the testimony he bears about
Me is true." The authorities have already accepted him as a messenger from God. Prophesied to come
as the forerunner, John proclaimed the coming Christ who ushers in the kingdom of God, and is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world. John told everyone that Christ would baptize with the Holy
Spirit. And Jesus says "the testimony that I have is greater than that of John."
The THIRD witness = the miracles of Jesus. In verse 36, Jesus says, "The works the Father has
given Me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about Me that the Father has
sent Me." In John 3 Nicodemus confessed the religious leaders knew Jesus had God's authority because
of the miracles. That was their God-ordained purpose. Chapters 1-5 recount how in His own person,
words and works, Jesus reveals Himself as God. He is the light and life. All who believe in Him are born
again from above by the Holy Spirit. Jesus turns the water of Jewish tradition into the fine new wine of
God's truth. He drives out uncleanness from the temple. Jesus gives the living water of the Holy Spirit to
transform even non-Jews into God's children. And He heals people -- just by His words.
The FOURTH witness = God the Father. Verse 37, "The Father who sent Me has Himself borne
witness about Me. But you do not have His Word abiding in you, for you do not believe." John 1
says Jesus the Son has made God known. He embodies God's grace and truth, in the flesh. God spoke
at Jesus' baptism, "This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased." Jesus speaks the words of God.
And the Word of God speaks about Jesus. But are you like the leaders, revering and reading the Bible -but not believing what God wrote? Jesus said, "you search the Scriptures because you think in them
you have eternal life, and they bear witness about ME -- yet you refuse to come to Me that you
may have life." Everyone makes excuses. Yet unbelief is not lack of evidence, but lack of will to believe.
The FIFTH witness = Moses, the Lawgiver. Verse 45 says "Do not think that I will accuse you to the
Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses on whom you have set your hope. For if you
believed Moses, you would believe Me, for He wrote of Me." The authorities exalted Moses, justified
their traditions on his writings -- but fail to see and believe all the Old Testament says about Jesus. Yet
the whole Bible is all about God's plan of redemption through Jesus as the promised Lord and Christ. For
example, see Luke 24:27 and 2 Timothy 3:15. In verse 47, Jesus says, "If you do not believe the
Scriptures, how will you believe My words?" This makes His words equal with God's Words. And His
defense actually puts on trial ALL those who pretend to try Him. Now, the mystery witness...
The SIXTH witness = is it YOU? After all this evidence, what do YOU say? Do you reject Him or receive
Him? Do you come to the light? Will you be born again from above by the Holy Spirit? Like the man in
John 5, Jesus asks you -- Do you want to be healed? Jesus says, "Come to Me that you may have life!"
So what testimony DO you give about Jesus? Believe Him. Receive Him as your Lord and Savior.
Then be a witness -- tell everyone around you TODAY how they too can have LIFE in Jesus' name!
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LORD OF LIFE ??
Ever witnessed a miraculous healing? Or heard about one? In John 5:1-30 today we go to the Pool of
Bethesda, where Jesus encounters a man who had been an invalid for 38 years. Midst a multitude of
needy people, blind, lame, paralyzed - Jesus chooses this one. He says in verse 8, "get up, take up your
bed and walk" And at once, instantaneous healing, just like the official's son in John 4.
But here there is no indication of faith, just a sovereign act of God's healing grace. Why? Jesus is Himself
the ultimate healer, the Lord of Life. And just like every other healing in Scripture, the point is not the
person healed, but the healer, Jesus. And this miracle, like the others recorded in John's gospel, are
given as a sign that Jesus IS God.
However, it was the Sabbath. As the healed man cruises around the Temple complex, he gets nabbed by
the religious authorities. No work was allowed that day, according to the 39 rules they added to God's
Law. And they want to get the guy who healed him. Are we like these misguided zealots? Missing God's
work because we're too self-absorbed in substituting our man-made traditions for God's truth and grace?
Jesus tells the man, "See you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you." What
could be worse than illness and death? Eternal judgment. And Jesus has orchestrated events for this
teachable moment. Instead of arguing how traditions must not overrule compassion and good works, He
says in verse 16, " My Father is working until now, and I am working." God rested from His creative
works on the seventh day of creation, but not from His sustaining and redeeming works since then.
To Jewish ears, it was blasphemy for Jesus to call God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.
But Jesus goes on with His defense, presenting His AUTHORITY to do all the Father instructs. He raises
the stakes even more in verse 21, "As the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the
Son gives life to whom He will." This echoes themes of John's gospel, and further adds to Jesus'
claims to be God. He not only raises helpless people physically, but also SPIRITUALLY.
He underscores His authority to do so in verse 22, "The Father judges no one, but has given all
judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father." In their culture, a
son would represent the authority of his father and do only what he authorized. But the religious leaders
were incensed. Only God is judge, and Jesus is even claiming this divine prerogative. Blasphemy! But
Jesus is saying, 'you would judge Me? Well, My voice that you now hear is the very one which will judge
you in the end.' Perhaps they covered their ears at such blasphemy, and missed His next gracious words
of life in verse 24, "Truly truly I say to you, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me
has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life."
Jesus declares this eternal life is NOW for all who believe in Him, and therefore also they will not be
condemned on the last day. Jesus underscores this truth in verse 25, "Truly truly I say to you, an hour
is coming and IS NOW HERE, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who
hear will live." These words are fulfilled in their midst - as all who were dead in sins but now believe in
Jesus were raised to eternal SPIRITUAL LIFE the moment they believed.
Then Jesus delivers the dramatic apex of His defense, verse 26, "For as the Father has life in Himself,
so He has granted the Son also to have life in Himself. And He has given Him authority to execute
judgment, because He is the SON OF MAN." With this title, taken from the prophets Elijah and Daniel,
unmistakably Jesus claims further divine authority, making Himself equal with God. But there's more. In
verse 28 He says, "Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will
hear His voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment."
The gospel of John makes it clear: Those who have done good are those who have discarded all vain
human attempts to save themselves, casting themselves on Jesus alone. Those who have done evil are
those who have rejected Jesus as Savior and Lord. Which are YOU? Judged by your own words and
works, or saved by trusting only and completely in Jesus - and raised up by the Lord of LIFE?
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SPLASHING WATER ??
Thirsty? Longing for something that satisfies? What the world offers is like drinking seawater, as the old
Roman proverb says, the more you get the thirstier you become." As you read John 4 today, you
encounter the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus shares with her a wealth of life-changing information.
# 1 - only Jesus offers living water. Religious Jews carefully avoided Samaritans, considered a corrupt
bloodline and corrupters of God's Word. But Jesus deliberately went to her neighborhood and met her at
the community watering place. When she came to draw water from the well, Jesus asked her for a drink.
This led to their conversation about "living water." Jesus used this powerful metaphor to invite her to trust
in Him as the One promised in the Old Testament who would give the Holy Spirit to indwell believers.
She kinda seemed to miss the point, so Jesus said, "Go call your husband and come back." This exposed
her emptiness and her need for God's "living water." Jesus knew her life situation - married five times and
now living with yet another man. Without spiritual truth, her life in every respect was in drought. You too
know lots of thirsty people. They don't seem to make good life decisions. Loose living. Failed marriages.
Pornography. Immorality. Living together. Etc. Just following the culture brings the sad consequences of
disobeying God's truth and wisdom. Pursuing sexual fulfillment, they remain empty. Thirsty.
# 2 - you are to splash around God's living water. You see, at the intersection of Church Street and
State Street stands a public square. It's there that Christians are being told to "shut up." That's the only
argument they have, those who reject the Bible and the Lordship of Christ. But as Christians, our main
concern is not the behavior of people around us, but their beliefs. The Gospel changes hearts and minds
and wills - changing lives according to God's truth. That's why we keep talking about Jesus. When we
don't, we get laws like re-defining marriage or using tax money for abortion and fetal tissue trafficking.
But the Samaritan woman believed in Jesus, and told everyone she knew about Him. This woman of no
reputation had just met Jesus, who pours out the living water of the Holy Spirit. "Can this be the Christ?"
she asked them. That's "the power of question" - a good strategy for witnessing. Ask people to meet
Jesus and then make up their own minds about Him. People flocked to hear and believe in Jesus.
# 3 - don't let earthlly things keep you from doing God's heavenly work. John 4 also records the
teachable moment for Jesus' disciples. They were concerned about lunch, and failed to see the needy
people right in front of them, in the very town where the Samaritan woman was witnessing about Jesus.
Then Jesus changes the metaphor. He says, you have a saying "yet four months, then the harvest." In
other words, don't expect harvest if you just planted the seed. But He said, "look - the fields are white to
harvest. Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life."
Just then the villagers came looking for Jesus, and verse 41 says "many more believed because of His
word." They told the Samaritan woman, "it is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world."
The disciples learned an important lesson. Don't get distracted by your own lunch when other people are
looking for living water. If you've put your trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, then you have the living water
of the Holy Spirit within you. You're here to splash it around. You're here to reap a harvest of souls - if
only you'll tell them the Good News about Jesus, and invite them to trust in Him too.
See, in those early days of God's Kingdom on earth, they thought harvest was a long ways off. Their
timetable was faulty. Maybe we are like that too - thinking we know God's timetable better than He does.
But now, nearly 2,000 years later, some think the "final harvest" of judgment is any day now. Maybe!
But what did Jesus command? Verse 38, "I sent you to reap." Don't let any earthly perspective prevent
you from staying busy to "make disciples" until the moment He returns. You cast longing glances to the
shade tree at the end of your hard harvest row, where living water and a wedding feast await the believer
in heaven. But TODAY, your job is to keep on keeping on - splashing His living water to all around.
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INCREASING OR DECREASING ??
You've seen it happen. Someone soaks up the limelight -- for a while. Then their star seems to fade, and
another person gets all the attention. That's what happened to John the Baptizer. You see it unfold in
John 3:22-36. People are now flocking to Jesus instead of him. John's response? JOY.
That's right, he talks about the joy of "serving the bridegroom." And that's an illustration anyone can relate
to. Rejoicing not in your role as best man or maid of honor, but in the bridegroom Himself. Perhaps you
read recently about "the wedding photos that shocked the Internet." Right in front of the bride and groom
at their reception, some guy proposed to his girlfriend. John the Baptizer says such a faux pas is
unthinkable for him, because he is there to serve the honored person, not to steal the limelight.
Learn the important lesson of verse 2: "A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him
from heaven." Mark well the humility of John the Baptizer. It's a sentiment similar to Paul in 1 Corinthians
4:6-7, "What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did
not receive it?" Yes, you may have worked hard to make the most of natural gifts or opportunities. But in
the end, ALL your abilities and achievements are the result of God's gifting to you.
So give honor to God, not yourself. And God's gifts always come for God's purpose. When His objectives
become your goals, then you will truly accomplish what you were made for. John says, "You yourselves
bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before Him." Luke 1 records
remarkable prophecies about John. Jesus said in Matthew 11:11, "Truly, I say to you, among those born
of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist." But of himself, John made no grandiose
claims. He knows he is only an emissary, not the royal head of the kingdom.
Mark well his next words and commit them to memory: "Jesus MUST increase, and I must decrease."
This emphatic language says there's no other way. This is God's divine design. And it's dangerous for you
as a disciple of Jesus. Because YOU must decrease, and He must increase. When you are born again
from above by the Holy Spirit, you will have that same attitude of gratitude that puts Jesus first. Ephesians
2:8-10 explains, you've been saved by grace through faith FOR the purpose of doing the good works God
has planned for you to do for Him. Here are three ways you decrease so He increases.
1 - Acknowledge that everything you are and have comes from God - for HIS purposes. He has a plan
for you. And it's all from Him - FOR Him. It's all about His plan, by His power, for His purpose.
2 - Admit you are not God, but his servant. Recently a Christian leader from Nigeria observed three kinds
of people: those who believe in God, those who do not believe in God, and those who think they are gods.
He was speaking about politicians - but it's a word to the wise for all of us!
3 - Apply yourself to earnestly fulfill YOUR role in the Bridegroom's plan. You're not the center. You're
His servant and witness - inviting others to the wedding feast of the Lamb, which awaits all who trust in
Jesus as Lord and Savior. Live for Him and serve Him by His power within you.
All this is part of the picture of baptism, which John was called to do. It portrays dying to self and living for
Jesus, by the power of His new resurrection life living in and through the believer. Jesus must increase
and you must decrease. No longer living according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. How? By daily
reading the Bible, being in constant prayer, gathering to worship and learn with God's people, going out to
serve Him, and especially by telling others about Him. All in the Spirit's power. And it will show up in how
you treat your spouse, family, co-workers, neighbors, and strangers. You, as a servant of Jesus.
What about the decrease? In Mark 6 John was arrested and beheaded. That's a decrease! Speaking the
truth cost his life. Verse 34 says Jesus Himself is the one God sent, "who utters the very words of God,
for He gives the Spirit without measure." This powerful proclamation echoes John 1, that only Jesus
baptizes with the Holy Spirit. It is He who empowers you -- to decrease so Jesus will increase.
Then verse 36 says "whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God remains on him." This sobering repeat of John 3:16-21
reminds you that the call of God to believe in Jesus is both an invitation AND a command. Jesus IS the
life and light of mankind. All who trust Him are transformed by the Holy Spirit, saved from sin and self.
And the Bridegroom gets you ready for His eternal "wedding feast of the Lamb" in eternity to come!
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THE WHEELBARROW
What does it mean to "believe" in Jesus? And what does "wheelbarrow" have to do with the answer?
These great questions come right up from the familiar passage of Nicodemus visiting Jesus in John 3:
1-21. And it gives you a great outline of how to share faith in Jesus with people around you.
In this compelling dialogue, you gain urgent important information you can use. First, the truth about
eternal life. Second, the truth about Jesus. Third, the truth about you. Good news you can pass along!
Nicodemus was a leading religious authority in Jerusalem, highly trained, serving on the Sanhedrin court
of law. Because of His miracles, Nicodemus told Jesus the leaders knew He was a teacher sent from God.
Jesus proceeded to demonstrate their error. Actually, Jesus was God come to teach.
1 - ETERNAL life -- starts the moment you believe. Jesus gets right to the point in v3. "Unless one is
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus understood the Old Testament promises
to refer to life after death, when righteous people would experience eternal resurrection life with God.
Incredibly, Jesus says you can have this new spiritual life NOW -- by being re-born from above by the
Holy Spirit. "Truly truly I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, He cannot enter the
kingdom of God." Jesus teaches this teacher what the Bible says and how to receive it now. The lights
come on as Nicodemus finally understood God's promises in numerous Old Testament passages. As
John 1:12 explains, those who believe in Jesus are those who are "born of God" by the Spirit.
2 - JESUS -- is the only way to eternal life. Nicodemus asks, "How can these things be?" See, you can't
save yourself. You can't somehow be born again on your own. That's something God does by the Holy
Spirit. And it happens when you put your trust in Jesus. "For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life." - John 3:16. When
you are born again from above by the Holy Spirit, you trust in Jesus, and are reborn with His eternal
spiritual life. Because God sent Jesus "in order that the world might be saved through Him."
3 - YOU are dead -- until you believe in Jesus. John 3:18 spells it out, "Whoever believes in Him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only Son of God." It echoes John 1 how God's light has come into the world, but people
who refuse to believe in Jesus instead love the darkness and will not come to the light. You can't save
yourself because you're spiritually dead. See, if you are only born once you will die twice, once in the
flesh on earth and also spiritually as you perish eternally in hell. But if you are born twice, both in the flesh
and by the Holy Spirit, then you only die once -- and earthly death simply ushers you into continuing
eternal spiritual life in heaven, and in the resurrection your body is reunited with your eternal soul.
What about the wheelbarrow? Useful for gardening or construction or any number of tasks, would you
ever guess it's for crossing Niagara Falls? With a terrifying vertical drop over 165 feet, it has the highest
flow rate of any waterfall in the world. Back in 1859 the world's greatest high-wire artist, Charles Blondin,
crossed it on stilts. He made an omelette out on the wire. He carried his manager on his shoulders.
Then he pushed a wheelbarrow across. Amongst the wildly cheering crowd, he picked a man shouting
"I knew you could do it" and asked him if he really believed that. Of course, he replied, you're Blondin the
Great! So Blondin said, "Then, get in the wheelbarrow."
The man declined. What would YOU do? You see, everyone has faith. The question is, how reliable is
the object of your faith? Blondin could fail, but you have to admit your helplessness and trust him. But
what if it was Jesus, offering to wheel you across the raging torrent? He would never fail. Now, consider
your crossing from this earthly life to eternal life. Can you cross the chasm of sin and hell -- by yourself?
The Bible says no, and you know you agree in your heart you cannot save yourself. You need a Savior.
Jesus is your wheelbarrow. He will not fail. When you "believe" in Jesus, you trust Him completely
and get in His wheelbarrow. You believe with all your mind that He can save you. You believe with all
your heart that only He can save you. And you believe with all your will -- you get in the wheelbarrow.
It's not a deal you make. You simply trust Him, believing in Jesus, while He carries you to heaven. That's
being born again from above by the Holy Spirit. I pray this is true of you today -- in His wheelbarrow !
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TEMPLE TANTRUM ??
At the wedding in Cana, Jesus turned water into wine as a sign that the times they were a-changin'. The
old order was passing away. Jesus had come -- with God's Kingdom. He took that momentum to
Jerusalem. His next sign involves the temple and that starts with T and rhymes with P which stands for
problems because Jesus found deeply troubling problems right here at the temple.
Only Jews were allowed into the inner areas. But King Herod expanded the outer prayer area, "the court
of the Gentiles" to more than a quarter-mile long. During festivals, religious authorities allowed trading
stalls for people to exchange currencies, pay the temple tax, and buy animal sacrifices.
The last time Scripture records Jesus at the temple, He was 12 years old, amazing Jewish teachers and
telling His parents, "Didn't you know I would be in My Father's house?" This time, in John 2:13-25,
Jesus rebukes religious leaders and drives out traders with a whip, saying "do not make My Father's
house a house of trade!" He acted and sounded like an Old Testament prophet, but He claimed an
unheard-of personal connection to God. Offended by His works and words, the religious authorities rightly
question His authority. "What sign do you show us for doing these things?" they asked.
But this sign of the temple is about more than money and managers. The temple courts were meant to
facilitate prayer to God. But the religious activities authorized by the religious authorities actually
prevented prayer and worship. Their traditions and trading stalls might have been for a "good cause" -but when Jesus visited that house, He drove them out. Three things for YOU to consider:
1 - How does your consumer mentality result in church-ianity instead of Christ-ianity? Our culture
trains you to be consummate consumers, comparing everything to get the best deal. Are you like those
who go to church for what they can get out of it, instead of what they can bring to it? Instead of bringing
themselves to worship God, serve and encourage others in the faith, and be instructed in God's Word,
they prefer a "what's in it for me" attitude. Getting instead of giving. How about you?
G.K. Chesterton said, "I don't need a church to tell me I'm wrong when I know I'm wrong; I need a church
to tell me I'm wrong when I think I'm right." Instead, people shop for a church to tell them what they want
to hear. But if you've been cleansed by Christ from worldly ways, you'll "do church" all right, but according
to God's revealed truth and empowered by the Holy Spirit, not by your own preferences and opinions.
How could YOU become more like Christ, consumed by zeal for God's truth?
2 - How do YOU prevent people from coming to Christ? Not only with un-inviting Sundays in how we
present ourselves and speak about Jesus and one another, but our words and actions through the week
can push people away from Christ instead of pulling them toward Him. Our traditions and methods may
be faulty. How can YOU take the initiative to show and tell the clear message of the Good News?
3 - What would Jesus drive out of YOUR house today? Not just consumer stuff you don't really need
or can't really afford. What about your heart? Your selfishness? Your worldliness? Jesus came to set you
free from sin and self. But driving these out of your heart and will and mind won't be pretty.
By what authority does Jesus do these things? He said, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will
raise it up." He was speaking about the sign of His deity, the resurrection of His own body. Scripture
says every believer in Jesus becomes a living stone in the temple of His body for His holy habitation.
That's when the indwelling Holy Spirit becomes not only your purifier, but your power to live a pure life.
Jesus came to baptize with the Holy Spirit, who makes all the difference in your heart and mind and will,
to live out what you believe. Our passage closes with these enigmatic words, "Many believed in His
name when they saw the signs that He was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to
them." Church-ianity is just "easy believism" not real life-transforming Christ-ianity.
You see, the only trantrum in the temple that day was in the hearts and minds and wills of people who did
NOT truly believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior. Maybe they gave lip service to Him, but they actually hung
on to their own heartless human traditions and mere religious experiences. Is this true of YOU? Let Jesus
drive out all the fake and bring in all the REAL today -- to make YOU a purified temple of the Lord.
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MOTHER'S MARRIAGE MIRACLE ??
Remember what happens when Jesus attends a wedding in Cana? Well, read John 2:1-12 and tell me
what captures YOUR attention. The mother? The marriage? The miracle? Perhaps all three.
You know the old rule of thumb -- the bride and her mother will tussle over who is in charge of a wedding
-- but if you're the mother of the groom "wear beige, show up, and shut up." Mary may have been a
hostess at the feast. When they ran out of wine, she informed Jesus. Maybe the old saying "you're not
grown up until your mother says so" was at work here. Even when you're the Son of God.
Was Mary suggesting Jesus and His disciples should skedaddle, or distract the crowd with His teaching?
Did she assume it was time to begin His public ministry? Or did God simply use her to prompt a miracle?
Jesus respectfully replies with an "idiom" -- a figure of speech, with a gentle rebuke and touch of humor,
in verse 4, "What's this between you and Me? Why do you involve Me?" (ESV).
Whatever her intention, Jesus surprised everyone. And how fitting at a wedding. It's an echo of the way
the book of John begins with the miracle of creation, just like Genesis. The first thing God did after
creating the first human beings was to perform the marriage of Adam and Eve. He blessed their union
and commanded them to multiply and fill the earth as His personal covenant representatives.
Ministers at weddings quote Jesus in Matthew 19:4 "Have you not read, that He who created them
from the beginning made them male and female? and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no
longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate."
Pres. Lincoln used to ask, "If you call a tail a leg, how many legs does a dog have?" The answer: four.
Calling a tail a leg doesn't make it so. As society pretends to "re-define" marriage, we must be clear. We
must teach our children the truth. Marriage is not an evolving man-made concept. The Bible teaches
marriage is ordained by our Creator at the very beginning of human existence, for the purpose of joining
one male and one female together in a family unit in lifetime covenant with God. We are not free to toy
around with His divine design! Marriage is the foundation of civilization. When human practice defies
divine design, the consequences are unpleasant for everyone.
This brings us to verse 5, "Do whatever HE tells you." The servants poured the water as Jesus
instructed. And as the Creator of the universe who breathed out all things into existence, He now just by
the force of His will causes ordinary water to turn into fine wine.
What an appropriate miracle at this marriage! The gospel of John presents Jesus as the Creator God
come in the flesh, to call men and women to be re-born as children of God. When you put all your trust in
Jesus as Lord and Savior, He transforms you from a lost selfish sinner into a "new creation in Christ."
What does Jesus tell you to do? His will is like a pyramid composed of the commands of Scripture. The
broad bottom level is God's commands for all people. The middle levels include instruction for husbands,
wives, children, employees, leaders, rich, poor, etc. The peak is His particular will for individual people. If
you begin trusting and obeying Him from the bottom up, you'll know His will for you, step by step.
Verse 10, the wedding host exults, "you have kept the good wine until now." Just like this miracle, the
finest things of our Christian life come after its earthly end. Scripture says believers will begin eternity with
Jesus in heaven at the "wedding feast of the Lamb" of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Verse 11 says through this miracle, "Jesus manifested His glory," just like John 1:14 proclaims. Jesus
reveals a marvelous glimpse of Himself for Who He IS, as God come in the flesh to save His people. And
this "mother's marriage miracle" strengthens the faith of all who believe in Him.
Three profound take-aways: 1) honor your father & mother, no matter your age; 2) honor God's covenant
of marriage, no matter what culture says; and especially 3) "DO whatever JESUS tells you to do."
Amen -- and may God bless YOU as you trust & obey!
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DEPENDENCE DAY ??
Independence Day in America rightly remains one of the most celebrated events in human history. In
1776, free men threatened by tyranny wrote a detailed statement of human rights and grievances. They
then laid down their lives to secure those liberties, and extend them to the citizens of the new world. And
like the framers of American independence, who derived the principles of liberty primarily from the Bible,
WE too do well to first acknowledge our complete daily dependence upon Almighty God. And WE
must make sure WE are living out HIS eternal principles, daily, for the good of the whole world.
JOHN HANCOCK - on April 15, 1775 said, "God rules in the armies of Heaven, and without His whole
blessing, the best human counsels are but foolishness." He called for a day of fasting, humility and prayer:
"before God under the heavy judgments felt and feared, to confess the sins that have deserved them, to
implore the Forgiveness of all our transgressions, and a spirit of repentance and reformation...and a
Blessing on the...Union of the American Colonies in Defense of their Rights - for which hitherto we desire
to thank Almighty God."
JOHN ADAMS - in 1776 in "Thoughts on Government" wrote, "It is the duty of all men in society, publicly,
and at stated seasons, to worship the SUPREME BEING, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe.
And no subject shall be hurt, molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping
GOD in the manner most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; or for his religious profession
or sentiments; provided he doth not disturb the public peace, or obstruct others in their religious worship."
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN - on June 28, 1787 made this Motion for Prayers in the Constitutional Convention:
"In the beginning of the Contest with Great Britain, when we were sensible of danger we had daily prayer
in this room for the divine protection. Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they were graciously answered.
All of us who were engaged in the struggle must have observed frequent instances of a superintending
providence in our favor...And have we now forgotten that powerful friend? or do we imagine that we no
longer need his assistance? I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth - that God Governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without his notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without his aid? We have been assured,
Sir, in the sacred writings, that "except the Lord build the House they labour in vain that build it."
I firmly believe this; and I also believe that without his concurring aid we shall succeed in this political
building no better, than the Builders of Babel: We shall be divided by our little partial local interests; our
projects will be confounded, and we ourselves shall become a reproach and bye word down to future
ages. And what is worse, mankind may hereafter from this unfortunate instance, despair of establishing
Governments by Human wisdom and leave it to chance, war and conquest. I therefore beg leave to move
that henceforth prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, be
held in this Assembly every morning before we proceed to business, and that one or more of the Clergy
of this City be requested to officiate in that Service."
Our founders knew their Bibles. And its holy pages record many calls to prayer. Likewise, all who bear
the name of Christ do well to heed His call to fall on their knees before Him. Isaiah 33:22 says, "For the
LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our king; He will save us." 2 Chronicles
7:14 says, "if My people who are called by My name humble themselves, and pray and seek My
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and
heal their land. Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this
place." WHO will respond to this call to fall in dependence before God? Will YOU?
The answers to the world's problems are not found in the halls or courts of Washington or corridors of
Wall Street or seats of the United Nations. The answers are found in the pages of God's Word. And they
are written on the hearts and minds of men and women of all nations who have been SET FREE BY
JESUS Christ, the Lord and Savior - who conquers sin and self. And He promises that all who are made
free by Christ shall be FREE indeed. - Is this true of YOU ?
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COME & SEE ??
Ever been invited to "come and see" for yourself - some news or happening or opportunity? These are
engaging words - the very words Jesus uses to encourage you to follow and believe HIM.
John 1:28-51 records the proclamation of John the Baptizer about Jesus - "Behold, the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world." Now, two of John's disciples were standing there. Baptized by
John, they're preparing for the coming Christ. The same One that John said would baptize with the Holy
Spirit. Here HE is! Right in front of them! What are they to do?
Jesus says, "Come and see." That's His royal request. They followed. That's the required response.
Then we see the riveting reality - which we'll come to in just a bit. Now, these two disciples were paying
attention. It was very unusual for disciples to leave their rabbi. But John points to Jesus as the Christ. So
they left and followed Him. Understandably a bit tongue-tied, they're not quite sure what to say to Messiah.
When Jesus gives His gracious reply, "Come and see" - it's really a royal request. Because it's the Son of
God speaking. He invites, yet commands them, to trust Him. How about you? Have YOU heard the royal
request of Jesus, to come and see? Have YOU followed Him?
The required response of a royal request is trust and obey. Do what the King says. They say yes, and
follow Him. And they couldn't contain this good news. They told others. They brought them to Jesus, to
see for themselves. Andrew told his brother Simon Peter, "We have found the Messiah, the Christ," the
One promised throughout the Old Testament, who would come to save His people. The other disciple?
Most likely it was the apostle John himself, writer of the Gospel. In characteristic humility he withholds his
name - here and in six other places in his book.
The next day Jesus went and found Philip, and issued another royal request, "Follow Me." It's what
Jesus explains in John 15:16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and
bear much fruit." And that's what happens. In the Gospels and Acts we see Andrew and Philip and other
disciples bringing people to Jesus. "Disciple" means "follower, learner." So - next, Philip finds Nathanael
and says, "we have found Him" written about by Moses and the Prophets. Nathanael isn't sure. Philip
says, "Come and see." When Nathanael meets Christ, he says, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God - the
King of Israel." That's also the witness of the wisemen at His birth and the inscription on His cross.
The reality is we are found by Jesus, who came "to seek and save the lost." You must either receive
Him or reject Him. To believe means you're regenerated, born again from above by the Holy Spirit to
become a child of God. But from our human perspective, we then realize that HE is all that we've been
looking for. These episodes recount the unique calling of five different personalities. The other three
Gospels don't give exactly the same account as John. That's because together, the Gospels record two
different aspects - initial calling and response, then their later "hit-the-road" commitment, another day.
Each conversion experience is full of deep theology, but the words are simple - "come and see!" - words
YOU can use to help bring others to Christ who says, "Follow Me." Invite! WHO can you tell today?
Now, what about the riveting reality? That's the rest of the story - because discipleship is a dangerous
calling. Following Jesus seems risky to the world. Foolish. Costly. But the rewards are out of this world.
Jesus said, "OK, you believe in Me... but you will see greater things than these. Amen, truly, you all
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."
Incredible. It's a picture from Daniel 7 - and points to the deity of Jesus, who ascends to the throne of
heaven - a picture of the completion of His atonement, redemption of His people, and return to reign.
Paraphrasing G.K. Chesterton, Jesus promises disciples three things: 1, you will be amazingly without
fear; 2, you will be absurdly happy; 3, you will always be in trouble. As the Gospel account unfolds, we
see all of these things come true in the lives of the disciples. Trials, tribulations, ultimate triumph.
The disciples left everything to follow Him. Boats, nets, livelihood, family. Jesus promises you get it back,
a hundred-fold. On earth and heaven. Delivered from every dangerous trap. Forever. And if you truly
have said YES to Jesus, you will bring more and more people to become part of His forever family too!
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HEROIC WITNESS ??
He's one of the most colorful characters of the New Testament: John the Baptist. That unofficial title is not
his denomination, it's what he did. He was a baptizer. You probably remember how he wore camel skin
and ate locusts and honey in the desert and proclaimed the coming Christ. The Gospel writer introduces
him in John 1:19-34, and you'll notice how he makes an abrupt change from the lofty theological tone of
the prologue, as he continues the eyewitness account.
Maybe you're thinking John the Baptizer fits right in with the Duck Dynasty clan or mountain man backwoods culture today. Not so much Main street or Wall street. He didn't quite fit back in Jesus' day either.
The common people responded to his message, flocking to repent of their sins and prepare for the
coming King. But religious leaders at headquarters in Jerusalem? Not so much. They came to see Him for
a different reason. They weren't sure they liked the man, his methods, or his message.
"Who are you?" they asked. The Jewish authorities took note of his popularity. He preached "Repent,
and be baptized - for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Make straight the way of the Lord!" These
were words right out of the Old Testament. And people were expectantly awaiting the promises of the
Christ. But God had not spoken through a prophet to His people for four hundred years.
All of a sudden John bursts on the scene. Authorities noticed, because it wasn't all that easy being a
religious minority in the Roman Empire. The emperor actually gave the Jews much more lee-way than
usual, even allowing them to continue their unique worship of only the One True God, instead of the
pantheon of gods. The Jewish leaders didn't want public unrest to escalate into greater persecution.
The response of John the Baptist reveals three truths about his role as the messenger of the Christ.
1 - First, the honesty of the man. John the Baptist got right to the point. "I am not the Christ," he said.
Experts in Jewish Law were questioning him. Like a good courtroom witness, John answers, telling just
what he knew. You see, In Deuteronomy 18 Moses had promised "a prophet like me" would come one
day. Not me, says John. In 2 Kings 2 the prophet Elijah was taken up alive in a "swing low sweet chariot"
to heaven. Malachi said he would return before the Christ would come. Not me, says John.
2 - Second, the humility in his methods. Great promises were made about John the Baptist at his birth,
recorded in Luke 1. He's called by God, but he doesn't overstate who he is and why he's come. He's
simply an obedient servant, doing and saying what God commands. "I am the voice of one crying out
in the wilderness - make straight the way of the Lord." He's a messenger, a VOICE - echoing Isaiah
and Malachi, calling people to repent, to prepare for the One who is coming - Christ and His kingdom.
Yes, Scripture commands God's people to be "clothed" with humility. But this doesn't mean so much
thinking less of yourself but rather thinking of yourself less, and others more - specifically, the One whom
you serve. John the Baptizer is a great example. He says, "I am not even worthy to untie the sandals
of the One coming after me." This was the job reserved for the lowest of the low of the slaves.
3 - Third, John was heroic in his message. The leaders demand, "if you're not an important prophetic
figure, then by what authority are you baptizing?" John is unswayed by criticism and continues to obey
God rather than men. He deflects criticism of the religious leaders by rightly drawing attention away from
himself, proclaiming God's truth, pointing them to the coming Christ. Eventually he loses his life.
Why baptize? Baptism was a ritual washing for Gentile converts to Judaism. Some Jews might baptize
themselves, but it was unusual to baptize other Jews. John the Baptist says, I baptize with water, but
the One coming after me will baptize with the Holy Spirit of God, because He is the Son of God..
In verse 29 he says it's because Jesus is the "Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world."
And John 1:12 and 3:3 declares all who believe in Jesus Christ, receiving Him as Lord and Savior,
become children of God, by being born again from above by the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13 says the
Holy Spirit baptizes all believers into the Body of Christ. By grace through faith, the blood of Christ
washes away your sins, and the Holy Spirit empowers you to live out His new resurrection life.
And if you're a believer in Christ, in Acts 1:8 Jesus says the Holy Spirit gives you power to "be My
witnesses." Honest, humble, heroic - just like John the Baptizer. Because Jesus is Savior and Jesus is
Lord. We are His messengers, pointing people to Jesus in our words and our deeds. Be His witness!
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YOUR LIFE - NOW ??
What's the big deal about Jesus actually becoming a human being? As we saw last week, Jesus IS God.
So God becoming a man is a big deal. How big? The first eighteen verses of the first chapter of the
Gospel of John outlines three amazing and essential truths - which expand in the following chapters.
1 - JESUS is your eternal Creator God. We saw last week how this point forms the apex of the crossshaped verbal picture painted by the apostle John in verses 1-18. In this Creator, "the Word" of God,
dwells all reason and logic, wisdom and knowledge (echoed in Colossians 2:3). And John 1:4 says
"In Him was life, and the life was the light of men." Jesus is the source of physical life and of spiritual
life. The reason life has meaning and purpose is because you are created in His image. This means you
can know Him and you can know who you are and why you exist. But first, you need His light.
Verse 5 says "The light (Jesus) shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it."
That's awesome good news, because without Jesus, mankind dwells in the darkness of sin - rebellion
against God. You've inherited sin and the consequences of sin from your original ancestors Adam and
Eve. That's why, apart from Jesus, you live in darkness, alienated from right relationship with God, your
Maker. And there's nothing you can do about it. Only God can. That's why this next point is so important.
2 - JESUS became like you. Verse 9 says the true light, Jesus, came into the world not as "light" per se but as a MAN! Verse 14 begins, "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." Theologians regard
this as the most incredible miracle of all - the "incarnation" of God, as the man in the manger. That's what
Christmas is all about. Our Savior comes as one of US. Why is this so important? Because this is "mindblowing" assurance that YOUR LIFE MATTERS TO GOD. He knows your situation. He cares about YOU.
He became like you in order to save you. Not just coming to visit, in tangible "flesh" - but dwelling with us
as a human being. In the flesh. The word-picture is "tabernacled" which recalls God's presence in the Old
Testament portable tent-temple the Israelites traveled the wilderness with. But there's more.
The middle of verse 14 explodes, "and we have seen His glory - glory as of the only Son from the
Father." This bursts with meaning. His "glory" is what the Old Testament called the "shekinah" glory - the
pure brightness of God's presence which was seen in the tabernacle. That's why the darkness can never
overcome the "light" of the Word, the eternal Creator - even when God the Son comes to earth as a man!
And yet, in becoming like you, He is still very much UN-like you. That's the rest of verse 14, "full of grace
and truth." That's what you are not. Apart from Christ, you are full of darkness. But Jesus came to save
you. He has not abandoned His creation, though mankind turned its back on Him by rebelling in sin. You
continue that rebellion by sinning against God in thought, word, and deed. But God cares. God loves.
God sends His Son, born of a woman, to live a perfect human life. So that Jesus can be the perfect
sacrifice for sin. That's what John said in verse 29, "Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world." That's the word-picture of the cross-beam of the cross of Calvary, and it points to this:
3 - YOU can become like Jesus. No, you don't become God or "a god" - but like Him in the sense that you
receive His life to become a RE-BORN child of God. Verse 12 says "to all who received Him (Jesus),
who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God - who were born not of the
flesh...but born of God." Jesus, the Son of God, lived His perfect life to pay for your sin. He raised from
the dead to give you His eternal spiritual resurrection life. In the flesh. But only IF you receive Him.
You receive Him by believing in Him with all your heart, mind, and will. This happens when you are
"born of God" - being re-created through spiritual re-birth by the Holy Spirit. So believing in Jesus by
receiving Him as Lord and Savior brings true spiritual LIFE to your life. All the fullness of life from Him
who is life. Rescued from darkness. Brought to life in His marvelous light. Good news! Receive it! Live it!
Salvation, eternal spiritual life, begins the moment you believe. It matters for YOUR LIFE - NOW. It's not
just about heaven some day. It's about here and now, being set free from the power of sin and self, so
you can truly LIVE in the light of Jesus. By His power. The fullness of His life lived through you. And as a
child of God, to become more and more like the Son of God, your re-Creator - your Savior - your Lord !
That's the cross-shaped word-picture of John 1:1-18. Jesus came to save you. Turn to Him and LIVE !
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THE WORD OF LIFE
First things first. Your parents and teachers taught you this wise concept. It certainly holds up in the
Gospel of John - one of the historical records of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Because of its
practical powerful message, we begin today a new series on this book of the New Testament of the Bible.
The Gospel of John contains some of the most beautiful and profound writings in existence - an eloquent
testimony to ancient revealed truths. If you grasp the essential message of the prologue of this Gospel,
you have the keys or outline to the whole book - and important truths to live by - which transform your life.
First, Jesus is God; second, Jesus became like you; and third, you can become like Jesus. Let's explore
these statements - and make this weighty theology accessible and applicable to your own life.
The prologue to John's gospel, verses 1-18, form the shape of a cross. It opens with powerful, haunting,
beloved words: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God." This verse is a deliberate echo of Genesis 1, speaking of the beginning of all things.
The "Word" in New Testament koine Greek is "logos" - a term ancient philosophers used to explain
"reason" as the rational principle behind everything in existence and all that can be known about us and
the world. Christianity and Judaism are the only religions which account for reliance on reason. All other
religion, including atheism, derive from defective worldviews. Islam defines "Allah" as primarily omnipotent
power and will, so "God" is unknowable in the personal sense. However, the God of the Bible, Creator of
the world and author of Scripture, is both knowable and reasonable - and from Him we receive logic.
In Genesis 1:3, "God said" reveals the Word as the very breathed-out power of God, seen in creation, in
revelation, and in salvation. Psalm 33:6 says "by the Word of the Lord the heavens were made." Jeremiah
1:4 says "the Word of the Lord came" - speaking to and through certain human beings to reveal God and
His will. Psalm 107:20 says "God sent forth His Word and saved them" - speaking of His salvation.
The Bible reveals that there is only One God, who exists as the "Trinity" - one God in three persons. The
Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God. But the Father is not the Son and not the Holy Spirit.
Not only did Jesus exist before all things were made, He existed co-eternally and co-equally as God. This
concept of "first cause" lays the foundation for understanding who we are and why we exist. If God did not
have the power of self-existence in and of Himself, outside of creation, nothing else could or would exist.
We are here because God willed us into existence. If God did not exist, nothing else would "BE."
1 - JESUS is your eternal Creator God. This is the first point of the prologue, and the apex of the crossshaped verbal picture painted by the apostle John. Jesus is God, and He is your Creator. v 3 "All things
were made through Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made." Hebrews 1:2
exalts the Son of God "through whom God created the world." Colossians 1:16 says of Jesus, "by Him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible." John 1:4 says "In Him was life, and
the life was the light of men." As Creator, Jesus is the source of your physical life, and your light - the
meaning of life, both knowledge and wisdom. The Bible reveals human beings as made in the image of
God, so that we can know Him and therefore know who we are and why we are here. And it reveals how
to return to right relationship with our Maker - which is explained in the next two truths.
2 - JESUS became like you. v 9 says "the true light was coming into the world" and v 14 says "and
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." This is the incredible "incarnation" of Jesus, which we
celebrate at Christmas - God being born as a man, to save us. This tells us God cares about His creation,
and how He rescues us from our sinful situation. This concept forms the cross-beam of the cross - God's
arms open wide to embrace humanity. This matters - because to God, you matter. Eternally.
3 - YOU can become like Jesus. v 12 says that "to all who received Jesus, who believed in His name,
He gave the right to became children of God - who were born not of the flesh...but born of God."
This forms the base of the cross, where in humility you bow before the only God - who not only made you,
but re-creates us with spiritual life so that as re-born children of God, we grow up to become like Christ.
So, these 18 verses show how the Word of God brings both life and light to all who trust in Jesus as Lord
and Savior. Next time we'll explore how His coming "in the flesh" brings eternal hope to helpless humanity.
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HEAVEN, YES - HELL, NO ??
Someone has said that when it comes to eternity, you have two choices, smoking or non-smoking.
However, many Americans just aren't sure what awaits them in the afterlife. How about you?
TheStateOfTheology.com reveals considerable confusion. In response to the statement "Heaven is a real
place, not just a concept" only 47% of Americans agree strongly. Only 41% agree strongly with "Hell is a
real place, not just a concept." Only 27% agree strongly with "God shows His wrath." Only 42% agree
strongly with "There will be a time when Jesus Christ returns to judge all people who have lived."
And what are the alternatives about the afterlife? Worldview Academy publishes an interesting flyer
entitled "What Happens When You Die?" which summarizes the possibilities in three major alternatives:
extinction, reincarnation, and heaven-or-hell as revealed in the Bible. It's a useful exercise.
EXTINCTION - some people believe that when you die, you simply cease to exist. How do they know?
Opinion or fact? Based on what authority? Is the authority you trust "all-knowing"? If you say yes, there
are lots of questions we'd like to ask that authority! But of course, only the God of the Bible is all-knowing,
and He says heaven and hell are real. So what happens to your belief in extinction when you die - and
find out you are wrong? Your "faith" in the idea of extinction won't do you any good then!
REINCARNATION - is the idea that the human spirit gets recycled into a new body, even animals. You
may become a god or merge into the "nirvana" of nothingness. Ask "how do you know?" If they say
because so-and-so claims to have been reincarnated, then we need to know if that authority is totally
trustworthy? All-knowing? Ever been wrong about anything? Have YOU ever been wrong about anything?
Yes, of course - so you can't be totally sure about either extinction or reincarnation, because that requires
a level of knowledge impossible for any human being to possess. Unless such truth were revealed by
Someone who does know all things, as in the Bible. That's the third alternative.
HEAVEN OR HELL - The Bible says heaven or hell awaits every person (2 Thessalonians 1:5-12). Either
eternal consequences of sin and rejecting Jesus, or eternal rewards from receiving Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior. Heaven for believing in Jesus - and hell for all who choose not to believe and "take their
chances" being measured against the pure holiness of God. Remember, believing Jesus is based on the
authority of God as the Creator of life and Author of Scripture. In John 14:6 Jesus says, "I AM the way,
the truth and the life." Jesus forgives sin and gives eternal life to all who belong to Him. Undeserved.
Think carefully about these three alternatives. If you believe what the Bible says, trusting in Jesus and
living your life accordingly, what's the worst that could happen? If the Bible is wrong and you go extinct or
reincarnate, all you've done is trade a Christian life for the risk. No great loss, since that's the greatest life
- and imitating Jesus would be the best "karma" anyone could ever have. And thinking about karma as
the basis for reincarnation - what happens to infants who die? What if they reincarnate as a Hitler or Mao
or rapist or suicide bomber? How is that fair? And really, would you prefer to get what you really deserve
from your earthly life - or would you prefer to get mercy and grace through Jesus?
Plus, how can you KNOW where you will spend eternity? Most people say "I'm hoping for heaven" but the
Bible says you can know NOW. 1 John 5:11 says "this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life, whoever does not have the Son of God
does not have life." That's really clear. Trust Jesus. And - faith comes with the assurance of the authority
of God. The next verse says "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God
so that you may know that you have eternal life."
So what will it be for you? Smoking or non-smoking? Heaven, yes - Hell, no? There's no second chance.
Hebrew 9:24 says "Just as it is appointed for man to die once, then after that comes judgment, so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal
with sin but to save those who are eagerly awaiting Him."
How about you? Are you eagerly awaiting the return of Jesus - because you are trusting in Christ alone
for salvation and that He has already paid the penalty for your sins in thought, word, and deed? If you're a
believer, that's the GOOD NEWS about Jesus - that you get to share with everyone around you!
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DYING TO BE FREE ?
Without dead Christians, there would be no freedom in America. Exaggeration? Nope, understated. Even
a shallow review of American history reveals how the Declaration of Independence grew from the bloodstained soil of persecuted believers reading their Bibles - willing to lay down their lives for this liberty.
The Declaration says "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.- That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed." Do you understand the distinctions?
Jesus said, "render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”
The Bible reveals which is which. And it makes it clear that Christians are not to surrender to Caesar.
God's Word rules over all, the governors as well as the governed. Our rights come from the Creator.
And God ordained government to protect these rights, with powers granted by the people, in accord
with God's divine design. Our unique three branches of government find their inspiration in Isaiah 33:22,
"The LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our King, He will save us."
You can trace the paper trail of freedom from the Declaration back to the Great Awakening, as early
colonists retrieved these truths from the Bible. They recovered principles upon which the early colonies
modeled their constitutions and founding documents, echoing the Mayflower Compact, which embodied
the teachings of the Pilgrims and non-conformist Christians of England, Scotland and Wales - who
escaped to America with their lives in order to obey God's Word.
The same truths sustained Christians throughout persecutions of the Reformation, as the Bible was
printed in the everyday language of the people, pointing to individual liberty and self-government, not
tyranny. These truths from the Bible had already brought increasing freedom to people - through great
Christians including St. Patrick and King Alfred the Great, and documents including English common law
and the Magna Carta. The history of freedom intertwines with the history of Christian liberty.
American soldiers take an oath to uphold our Constitution. Like our founding fathers, they pledge their
lives for the principles of freedom. Is it worth dying for?
The 1st Amendment declares, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances." The 2nd
Amendment assures "the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." The 14th
Amendment states in part "nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws."
But many Christians notice how different this Memorial Day seems. This national holiday remembers
those who gave their lives in military service to maintain the freedoms of America - freedoms which are
based in religious liberty and the principles of Christianity. Yet, the way Christianity is being criminalized
and under attack in the public square these days, it makes you wonder if or when we'll be forced to
replace all the white crosses in cemeteries that mark fallen soldiers.
Where are the people willing to die for freedom of speech? freedom of religion? Increasingly the
voices in our public square demand that Christians reserve their speech and their worship behind closed
doors. They say your religious beliefs, based on God's unchanging Word, must acquiesce to the everchanging fluidity of public opinion, judicial fiat, executive order, legislated and regulated tyranny.
That's the challenge ahead for America. Across the oceans, there are totalitarians threatening the very
existence of these freedoms - in the name of "a religion of peace" which beheads those who resist. But
it's not just Islamism and it's not just elsewhere. It's here, across state lines and statehouse aisles, where
tyranny threatens. The real target is always the authority of God's Word, which reveals true liberty.
Historically, it has been Christians who understood, framed, and defended the principles of liberty.
But - who understands today? Who will lay down their lives for liberty? Will you?

Jesus said, "render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” The
Bible reveals which is which. And the Bible makes it clear that Christians are not to surrender to Caesar.
God's Word rules over all, the governors as well as the governed.

Across the oceans, and across the state lines, are

1 - christian freedom led to america !
2 - christian principles keep america free !
3 - do today's christians understand freedom ?
4 - will today's christians preserve freedom ? = stop totalitarianism in America and from militant Islamism

Here are four things most people are not being taught these days.
1 - Without Christian freedom, there would be no America. Any competent historian realizes the American
Declaration of Independence grew primarily out of

acknowledges how our rights come from our Creator, not from ourselves.
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to

They understood God as the author of government

The 1st Amendment says, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances." The 2nd
Amendment assures "the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." The 14th
Amendment says in part "nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws."
In John 15:13, Jesus said, "greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends." Hours after He uttered these words, He gave His life to pay for the sins of mankind and give
abundant eternal life to all who receive Him as Savior and Lord.
The Framers of our republic tell us in their own words how they built America on God's Word, as a
beacon of light for the kingdom of Christ. Even our unique three branches of government come from
Isaiah 33:22, "The LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our King, He will save
us." Indeed, may the Lord save us from our own government!
1 - christian freedom led to america !
2 - christian principles keep america free !

3 - do today's christians understand freedom ?
4 - will today's christians preserve freedom ? = stop totalitarianism in America and from militant Islamism

ISIS must be stopped. And author Johnnie Moore wants the Western Church to wake up before it’s too late.
What’s happening to our brothers and sisters in Iraq and Syria is nothing short of a Christian holocaust. Thousands and
thousands of Christian men, women, and children are being beheaded, crucified, raped, and sold into slavery by ISIS.
Remember, the Middle East is the birthplace of our faith. Jesus grew up in Nazareth. It was in Syria where the term
“Christian” was first used. And now, after almost 2,000 years of faithful presence and flourishing, the world’s most ancient
Christian communities are disappearing. For too long, Christians in the West and the governments that represent us have
done virtually nothing.
In his new book, “Defying ISIS,” former Liberty University vice-president Johnnie Moore says he has had enough. And he’s
on a mission to wake up the Church in the West. My colleague John Stonestreet interviewed Moore on “BreakPoint This
Week.” Please, I urge you, come to BreakPoint.org to hear this important interview.
Moore wrote the book after visiting Christian refugee camps in Iraq and Jordan. The living conditions were appalling, and the
refugees’ stories were heartbreaking. Moore told John that as he talked with these people he realized: “they once had
houses, cars, children in college . . . they were just like me.”
These brothers and sisters were bewildered by the lack of outcry from the Western Church and the inaction of Western
governments.
Moore describes what’s going on as a holocaust, and he uses the term advisedly. He reported that even his Jewish friends
cannot believe that Christians around the world are doing so little to help their brethren.
Yes, it’s easy to feel helpless, but there are things we can do. No, neither you nor I can pick up the red phone and call in the
Marines and the 82nd Airborne, but Moore urges Christians in America and elsewhere to create the political will for Western
leaders to intervene.
“Now is the time,” Moore says, “to educate ourselves, to give generously . . . and to show love like we've never shown it
before . . . We must pray as we have never prayed before for the persecuted church.”
“The fact is,” Moore continues, “we're seeing 1st century persecution in the 21st century. People are being beheaded the
way they beheaded Paul. People are being crucified the way they crucified Peter. People are being killed with the sword . . .
as described in Hebrews 13. And now we need to pray a very specific prayer. It's the prayer Paul told us to pray in 2
Thessalonians: ‘Pray that we might be delivered from wicked and evil men.’”
Folks, I do hope you will get yourself a copy of Johnnie Moore's book, “Defying ISIS.” We’ve got it at our online bookstore
at BreakPoint.org. And I warn you, Moore is unflinching in describing the atrocities ISIS is committing against our brothers
and sisters: against men, women, and children alike. But he also shows us who these Eastern Christians are, tells us about
their history, their accomplishments, and their unyielding faith. It’s inspiring.
You’ll also find lists of organizations making a difference right now—organizations like WorldHelp, The Cradle Fund,
and The Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East—all of which he urges us to support prayerfully and
financially.
Oh, and by the way. Moore makes it very clear that ISIS is not just a Middle Eastern problem. It’s our problem, too. There
are probably people in your community who are reading and watching ISIS propaganda on the web, and as Homeland
Security head Johnson admitted on the Sunday talk shows, they’re preparing to strike.
“[This is] a once-in-a-thousand-year crisis,” says Moore. “And the fact that we are alive while it's happening means that God
will hold us accountable as to whether we did something or not.”

The New Totalitarians
Change Your Religious Beliefs or Else
Eric Metaxas
The Shifting Definition of Religious Freedom
Why We Can’t Bow to the New Established Religion
Eric Metaxas

On Saturday morning, I took my turn on the stage on a panel, "Religious Freedom in America: Would the Pilgrims Still Be Welcome Here?"
with Rep. Randy Neugebauer (R-Texas), syndicated columnist Cal Thomas, and radio host Dana Loesch. In stark contrast to the Obama
administration, Neugebauer defended America's freedom of belief in all walks of life. "We want free ability to express our faith as Christians
not just one hour on Sunday but the rest of our week as well," he said. "It's freedom of religion, not from religion. It says render unto Caesar,
not surrender unto Caesar."

2014 = IN MEMORY OF
On Memorial Day, we solemnly remember all who lost their lives in the conflicts and wars of our nation.
We rightly honor them, in light of the freedoms Americans enjoy, so that we do not lose our liberties from
threats - without or within our borders.
We also consider the living, ~21.2 million veterans and the active ~1.4 million ready to lay down their lives.
Informed Americans are rightly concerned about their well-being. You might have to seek out alternative
resources, such as MilitaryFreedom.org and FreeRepublic.com and FRC.org - to get wide-ranging
perspective on the plight of people in and out of armed services. It might make you wonder whether our
government is repressing rather than respecting them.
Veteran Sam Clovis flew fighter planes, served at the Pentagon and Aerospace Command. A retired
Colonel and college professor, he is on the Iowa ballot for U.S. Senate. As a constitutional scholar, Clovis
observes, "As our Founders warned, too much power visited in the national government will eventually
lead to a soft tyranny. Unfortunately this appears to be the current situation. The liberty of every individual
is protected by the Bill of Rights and the 14th Amendment. The Congress and the Administration would
do well to pay heed to the Constitution and think first of the citizens and less about power."
The 1st Amendment says, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances." The 2nd
Amendment assures "the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." The 14th
Amendment says in part "nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws."
In John 15:13, Jesus said, "greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends." Hours after He uttered these words, He gave His life to pay for the sins of mankind and give
abundant eternal life to all who receive Him as Savior and Lord.
The Framers of our republic tell us in their own words how they built America on God's Word, as a
beacon of light for the kingdom of Christ. Even our unique three branches of government come from
Isaiah 33:22, "The LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our King, He will save
us." Indeed, may the Lord save us from our own government!
On Memorial Day, let us pray to Almighty God, Creator and Redeemer, in the name of Jesus, who gives
ultimate freedom. On behalf of those who gave their lives for our liberties, we ask God's healing grace,
comfort and peace, for those who mourn their loss.
On behalf of veterans, we ask for the respect and jobs they deserve, the rights of arms, and the best
healthcare anywhere. We pray those who serve today will truly protect our God-given freedoms for future
generations. Protect them from evil and immorality in the ranks. May they enjoy all the rights of the
Constitution they have sworn to uphold - including the freedom of religion, so the good news about Jesus
can be freely shared by soldiers and chaplains everywhere. May our military do only good in the world, for
lasting peace. Protect them from dishonorable people and dishonorable ends.
May WE whose freedoms have been protected, make sure they have not died nor sacrificed in vain. May
we rightly honor them and make sure they receive all the rights and opportunities due them. May we be
informed and concerned, and elect officials who uphold our Constitution, and serve according to the
eternal principles of the Bible, upon which our nation was founded.
In a world in which mankind is at war with God and His Word, may we the living, in the armor of Christ, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, likewise lay down our lives. For the benefit of others, like our Founders, may
we personally send forth the light and liberty of the gospel of Christ throughout our community, our
country, and our world, so that more and more people, in and out of uniform, will find true life and liberty
through Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior, in whose mighty and powerful and glorious name we pray,
Amen!
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YOUR GRADUATION PYRAMID ?
Are YOU graduating this month? Maybe not from high school or college or confirmation class, but from
your current "life level" of learning. Someone, maybe it was Red Green, once said, "Education is what you
get when you read the fine print. Experience is what you get when you don't."
Our culture makes a big deal out of graduating, to celebrate hard work and accomplishment, and looking
ahead to bright possibilities for your future. But then what? Maybe you should think about "graduating" as
more of an on-going process - reaching a series of goals rather than a one-time high-five celebration.
Because you certainly don't stop learning after any graduation. In many ways, it's only just begun.
Because life seems like a series of tests. Setting a goal. Working hard to reach it. Perhaps failing a few
times along the way - unless you adopt the Red Green approach of "just setting the bar a little lower."
Maybe you're "graduating" from some life lessons this month? The test of accomplishment - will
pride cause you to stumble? The test of failure - will you give up before you work harder and dig deeper
to reach that goal? The test of adjustment - realizing your goal is unrealistic, because you simply can't
control enough variables to make it happen. The test of illness - making you rest before going on. The list
goes on - and you know, and God knows, what you're going through right now.
The poll "www.TheStateOfTheology.com" says 20% of Americans believe "God is unconcerned with my
daily decisions" while 9% are unsure and 23% disagree somewhat. But, Hebrews 4:12 says "the Word of
God is living and active, discerning even the thoughts and intents of the heart." God sees all and
knows all - and every person will one day answer to Him. Yet, our Savior knows our weakness. Hebrews
4:16 says "Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in every time of need."
Prayer is one of the best tools for coping with this graduating process - even when it seems like two steps
forward and one back. How would you pray? Here's a good acrostic for prayer: P for praise, R for repent,
A for ask, Y for yield. Let's add some words. Because a good prayer isn't just "Dear God, I pray for suchand-such, Amen!" It needs to be specific. So here's a sample prayer for graduates of every age, as we
continue our journey of faith to accomplish God's divine design for our lives.
P = PRAISE: Heavenly Father, we thank You for being our Creator, making us in Your own image, with
unique abilities and divinely designed purpose for our lives. Thank You for being our Redeemer, through
the life and death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank You that all who believe in Him are set
free from the penalty of sin by His blood, and have Your indwelling Holy Spirit for power against sin in this
life, and have Your promise of living eternally with you in Heaven. Thank You for the goals that have been
reached in our lives - by Your grace and strength, and for Your purpose.
R = REPENT: We acknowledge the sin in our lives, especially our independence and rebellion against
Your truth and divine design for us. We repent, turning away from those sins, and turning to Your truth.
A = ASK: We ask that we be obedient to You, as You have revealed Yourself and Your truth in the Bible,
the holy Word of God. Thank you for Your promise to lead Your people. May we hear your Word and
follow You, and may You glorify Yourself through us - as we trust and obey You, stepping out in faith.
Y = YIELD: We declare our dependence upon You, Lord God, for Your protection, Your provision, Your
purpose, Your power in us. May we take the lead, showing children, graduates and others in our lives
what it means to yield, trust and obey the Lord. Not just words, but deeds too. In Jesus' name, Amen!
Remember as you pray, God's will for your life is like a pyramid. The base is all the Scripture which tells
what God commands ALL people: to believe in Him, to trust Christ for salvation, to live by the power of
the indwelling Holy Spirit, according to God's Word, etc. The middle part is God's instruction for various
groups of people: men, women, husbands, wives, children, employers, employees, rich, or poor, etc.
The peak is God's specific will for your life - which you will come to know after you've graduated the first
levels. So if you're praying for God's will for your own life, first pray about trusting and obeying Him in all
that He's already commanded you, as written in His Word. Then you can move on to fulfill His specific
and unique purposes for your life - praying for His mercy and grace to help in every time of need.
So, let's pray P-R-A-Y-!

" The Bible has the authority
to tell us what we must do "
Agree strongly..........27% *
Agree somewhat.......22%
Disagree somewhat...20%
Disagree strongly.......21%
Not sure....................10%
Non-Christians (40%) are more likely to Strongly Disagree than Self-identified Evangelicals who attend church Once a month or
more (2%) & Other Christians (15%). Evangelicals (60%) are more likely to Strongly Agree than Black Protestants (47%),
Catholics (12%), and Mainlines (20%).

breathed out by God for teaching, reproof, correction
-2 Tim 3:12-17; 2:15; Exod 20:1-21; 2 Pet 3:14-18; Deut
6:6-7; 29:29; Heb 4:12; 1 Cor14:37; Ps 19:7-14; 119:11

" God is unconcerned
with my day-to-day decisions "
Agree strongly.......... 8%
Agree somewhat......12%
Disagree somewhat..23%
Disagree strongly.....47% *
Not sure.....................9%
Self-identified Evangelicals who attend church Once a month or more (84%) are more likely to Strongly Disagree than Other
Christians (49%) & Non-Christians (28%). Black Protestants (69%) & Evangelicals (73%) are more likely to Strongly Disagree
than Catholics (41%) & Mainlines (41%).

"do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever
one sows, that will he reap -Gal 6:7-10;5:16-25; Col 1: 10; 2:13; 3:17; Dt 6:6-7; Mt 4:4; 12:30-37; 1Jn 5:3; 1Co5:
12-6:9-11;10:6-14; Rom1:18-3:20;6:12-13;7:7-25;8:5-8;
12:1-21;13:12-14;14:12;15:4; Eph 5:1,9,15-17; Phil 4:9;
Jas 1:22; 1 Ths 2:12;4:1-8; 1 Tim 1:10;6:3; Tit 2:11-15

"God continues to answer specific prayers"

_______________________________________________________________________

Agree strongly...........38%
Agree somewhat........29%
Disagree somewhat...11%
Disagree strongly.......10%
Not sure......................13%
Self-identified Evangelicals who attend church Once a month or more (78%) are more likely to Strongly Agree than Other
Christians (39%) & Non-Christians (18%). Black Protestants (51%) & Evangelicals (65%) are more likely to Strongly Agree
than Catholics (32%) & Mainlines (33%).

"and this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His will He hears us" -1
John 5:14-15, Ps 46

survey - God cares what YOU do... it matters... prayer for GRADUATES
Whether or not you Graduation is a big deal

PRAY - Praise...Repent...Ask...Yield...
Adoration...Confession...Thanksgiving...Supplication...
PRAY Praise... for children, protection, provision, opportunities, future...
Repent... for sins of omission and commission... parents, students, etc
Ask... for Open hearts & minds to God's truth and for Obedience to your revealed will...
Yield... surrender to Almighty God

A Prayer for our Seminary Graduates
By Todd Miles | Discipleship, Featured, Leadership, Ministry, Relationship
Leave a Comment

Western Seminary’s 2015 Portland graduation is Saturday, April 25. Below is the commencement prayer that I prayed for the 2014
graduates.
Our sovereign Lord and Father, we bow before you now as our great God and king. To you alone belong honor and power and glory,
for you alone are God. You alone are creator, you alone are savior. And to you alone belong the keys of judgment, and in you is life.
Though you created all people, though you richly blessed us in every way imaginable, your image bearers have rebelled against you
and deserve the full weight of your judgment. Yet you were not content that we should stand under that judgment apart from
hope. It was your good plan to send your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to reveal you, to teach us
about you, to minister to us, to take His rightful place as the King of the Kingdom of God. It was even your plan that He should suffer
and die at the hands of sinful men, taking upon Himself a death that we deserved to die but He did not.
Yet you raised Him from the dead, a demonstration of power and authority, decreeing that any who repent and believe in Him, the
Lord Jesus Christ, should be saved. And more than that, you have adopted into your family as co-heirs with your glorious Son.
This is the gospel that has saved us. This is the gospel through which you have called each man and woman here, for it was your
good pleasure to not only save those who repent and believe, but to invite them, to empower them, to be ambassadors of your great
work of reconciliation. That is why we are here today. That is why we have gathered.
Father, we have conferred degrees, but it is our prayer for them that these would not be emblems of their own intellect, of their own
ability to make their way, but that Father, these would be emblems and reminders of your faithfulness. You were the One who
persevered, you were the One who enabled them, you were the One who gifted them. Father, when they see these diplomas, would
they remember your kindness, your provision, and your grace.
So Father, we ask for them that they would always remember the gospel, for it is the gospel that actually dedicates, it is the gospel
that consecrates them to service, it is the gospel that has called them, it is the gospel that has saved them, it is the gospel that
continues to empower them. Father, may they never, ever forget that.
We ask that you would give them wisdom — wisdom to follow you, discerning hearts to understand the difference between those
thoughts that go contrary to the Word of God, and those that have been taken captive in obedience to your Son. We pray, Father,
that you would give each of them an attentiveness to your Spirit, that they would depend upon His enablement, His empowerment
every day and in every way.
We pray, Father, that they would rely upon that gospel, that they would never outgrow it, that they would never get past it, but that
they would see Christ, Him crucified, Him risen from the dead, as their only hope. Not just on the day of judgment, but each day.
Father, we pray that you would give each of them a hunger for your Word, that they would go to the Bible over and over and over
again, desiring to hear from you, because they know that in your Word is hope, and in your Word is life. Lord, it is your Word that
tells the story, the wonderful story, of the Lord Jesus Christ.
And we pray, Father, that they would be quick to pray, always going to you, and that their prayers would be a demonstration of their
utter and complete dependence upon you. And Father, hear them, we pray. Hear them when they pray to you. Show yourself to be
faithful, as you always have been.
Protect them, Father, from sin. Protect them from pride, protect them all the things that the world, the flesh, and the devil would seek
to use to undo them. Father, enable them to persevere, enable them to be faithful. But we pray that even as they war against the
world, the flesh, and the devil, that they would love the people of the world, that they would not see the people of the world as
enemies, but they would see them as you do, as people who need Jesus Christ.
Father, protect them from discouragement, we pray. Call them to see and to trust in your sovereignty. You have a plan. You will
fulfill it. You will see it through. Even though things may not go the way that they would like them to, enable them to see Jesus, and
to have hope.
And Father, we would pray that they would always have a zeal for the gospel, that the gospel would always be on their lips. Whether
they are preaching, whether they are teaching, whether they are counseling, whether they are leading youth retreats, or whatever
you have called them to do, may the gospel, the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ, be on their lips. We pray, Father, that they
would preach the gospel at all times, always using words, to point people to the love and goodness and kindness of the Lord Jesus
Christ. And may their deeds be commensurate with those words.
And now, Father, to you who is able to do immeasurably more than all that we ask or imagine, be with them, and use them. To you
be honor and glory forever and ever. This is our prayer, in Jesus’ name, amen.

Heavenly Father,
We come to you on behalf of the graduates, their families, and our future. We sense the
significance of these moments and so we quiet ourselves. We pause and we sit before you. We

know the road ahead winds away, but we also know you walk ahead of us. We know you will
guide us and provide for us all. So we pray to you in faith.

For the parents, we pray.
These parents have watched their children grow. They have rocked them in the late watches of
the night. They have dared to hope for them since these students were little babies. They have
chauffeured them to practices and games and recitals and youth group and countless events.
They have cried as their children cried. They have laughed with them and snuggled them. They
have borne their burdens and celebrated their victories. It has all been so wonderful and so fast.
We pray these parents would now have hearts of wisdom to guide these students into this next
stage of life. We pray they would have hearts of faith to release these young adults into your
sovereign care. And we pray they would have hearts of joy as they watch their children soar.

For the students, we pray.
How we have loved them! How we have cherished their presence in our church. They have
filled the halls of this church with smiles and giggles. They have swarmed the playgrounds and
now overflowed the Hub. They are a sign of your blessing and grace. It has been our deep joy
to see and help them grow in wisdom and stature. And now, whether they stay in town or travel
far, there is a sense in which we send them out. They graduate to a new season of life. Father,
go with them. Guide them, and establish their every step. Protect their hearts in purity. Surround
them with Christian witness. Fill them with a knowledge of your love. Be their bright light on dark
nights. Be their hope when sin entangles them. Be their confidence when failure greets them.
Be their only horizon. Bless them and keep them. Make your face to shine upon them and be
gracious to them. Turn your face toward them, and give them peace, both now and forevermore.

For the church, we pray.
May we remember these students in prayer. May the transition of this generation stir us to tell
the next generation about your mighty deeds, about your great Gospel. May we work to train the
next generations. May we show love and hospitality to these spiritual travelers just behind us.
May we turn back to help these young ones. May greet these little ones in your name. And may
our church always be filled with the likes of these.

Amen.

 BIBLE MESSAGE - Hard to Believe: what is SIN?COMMUNION
"come vitz me, sir" - a command - given by a teenager in a uniform & carrying a machine gun... I
went... across terminal & up stairs into the inner sanctum of military airport authority in Bagdad,
Iraq. - 1978, & had just flown in from Teheran, Iran, where had stayed at American Embassy yes the one that just a year later was taken hostage by militant Iranian revolutionaries. Iran and
Iraq did not get along those days either (went to war 2 yrs later) - & oh yes, I was flying thru to

Egypt - didn't get along either. Not a good itinerary, but there I was... & now I was in trouble
with the authorities. You see, I had just taken
a photograph of an airplane, which was forbidden. I had been warned on the flight in. But when
we landed, there was Willard Latham of Latham Seeds, the 80-yr old father of congressman Tom
Latham, & his little canon sureshot - taking a picture of the airplane we had just gotten off - so I
took one too - becuz I was the official photographer for the USDA trade mission we were on - &
we were amazed at the airplane = a ramp dropped down back & jeep drove out... followed by... a
herd of sheep... amazing...! - & just as I was changing film in the camera, I heard command "no
peek-tures - you vilt come vitz me"...
& now I was now in audience with security commander of the airport, telling me, "this itz velly
selious situation - no peektures"... & Mr Latham was trying to give them his passport... & I knew
I was stupid & in big trouble, for violation, & they were going to take all 4 cameras & hundreds
of rolls of film & the whole mission was in jeopardy, not to mention my future in an Iraqi prison,
seriously, becuz I looked like a drug dealer in their eyes, lots of hair & bushy beard etc... what to
do...? so I admitted my guilt - said, I, not Willard, had taken the photo becuz I was the official
photographer for our group from America & now this official was ruining our whole trip over a
simple mistake... but, he didn't buy it... so I had to do something desperate & dramatic... made a
big show of lifting up the camera on my neck, & opening up the back, to give him the film - & I
pulled it out of the canister & tossed it on his desk - "ok now it'as all gone, you've ruined our trip,
& we're sorry, = come on Willard let's get out of here" & I grabbed Willard & we high-tailed it
back to the terminal to our group - getting luggage & 30 people enclosed us & we got away with
it...
I still have th photo -plane,jeep,sheep - becuz the rollof film I gave the airport authority was the
new roll I'd just put in - no shots on it - whew!
BUT -did my sleight-of-hand w.th film really absolve me of crime ? no
I violated of int'l regulations regarding high security installations -no photos - but hey- I'm a
photog= what I do... = not a good answer!
but that's the sort of answer we tend to give God... ok, I guess it was a mistake, but no big deal,
I'll do better next time... I'm good most of the time, & I haven't committed any (or not many) of
the really big sins
it is this delusion - about sin, and about God, and about ourselves
- that results in errors w. eternal consequences - becuz most people believe that God merely
winks at sin... gives them extra credit or is only all merciful & gracious - "so they will be ok on
judgment day..."
but what does God say? = turn in your Bible to Rom 3v23...all Awana kids learn for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God - SIN
what do you believe about SIN ?? = handout in mailbox highlights some troubling results - on
cover of your bulletin - results of Ligonier survey - & our "hard to believe" series, today, talking
about... S-I-N...
= statement "everyone sins at least a little, but most people are by nature good" - only 29%
disagree, like me... instead a whopping 67% agree with that, including 44% of evang prot... and
another 4 out of 10 people believe "God loves me becuz of the good I do or have done"
but the Bible says - Eph 2:3 by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind -&- living in
the passions of the flesh & carrying out the desires of the body & the mind - so how do we
delude ourselves into thinking we are basically "good" ? & that we'll get God to see our way?
= statement "even the smallest sin deserves damnation" only 18% of respondents agree (like me),
compared to 51% of evang prot like us...
I've added scriptures -e.g. the Bible says whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has
become accountable for all of it James 2:10

God not impressed w. results of survey - & He knows the difference between big sins & little
sins - not all sins equal - but all sins deserve His punishment... & as theol. rc sproul says "even
the smallest sin deserves damnation... even the smallest sin is cosmic treason"...
WE don't get to define sin, someone else does... One w. the authority to define sin - our Creator...
who IS perfectly holy... & He says
"sin" means "missing the mark" or "falling short" = not measuring up and the standard is God's
holy perfection, all that He is, as GOD...
SIN is anything which is contrary to His perfectly holy character.
how about "sex outside marriage is sin" - only 48% survey respond-ts agree... the rest argue it
away - does that make it right ? The Bible says this is the will of God, your sanctification, that
you abstain from sexual immorality 1 thess 4 -immorality & SIN is wrong - not becuz
"God says so" - but becuz God's character is not like that - He is pure... holy... that's different
from Islam & every other human religion - cuz Bible reveals what God says about sin - He says
sin is cosmic treason - deserving of death, becuz it's goes against His perfect perfection... SIN is
so awful that it cost the death of God's perfect Son to pay for sin...
its not just an inconsequential mistake that we can make up by being better at a whole bunch of
other things, so that when weighed in the scale our good deeds will outweigh our bad deeds...
NO ! that's what Muslims believe, not Christians... in Islam, sin =defined as action that goes against
teachings of Allah...sin what you do, not are
= that's why tho its wrong to lie in Islam it is ok to lie to a non-muslim,
to achieve greater ends of Islam - so? can you trust any negotiations...? w/ terrorists? ... is "the
enemy of your enemy is your enemy"...
- but God says don't fear those who can kill the body, fear Him who has power over your soul...
that's the reality that we will one day face...
back to Rom3 v10 none is righteous, no not one; no one understands, no one seeks God, All
have turned aside, together they have become worthless, no one does good, not even one...
there is no fear of God before their eyes" quoting OT =make no mistake about nature of sin(mens group) = visualize a graph up here - on your left, most wicked person in history (hitler) on your right most perfect person in history - JC - draw a line betw them - now, where are U on
this scale ???
- L or R ? you & I are right next to hitler in terms of our sinfulness
not to excuse Hitler - but see SIN = any imperfection misses the mark of God's perfection...some
say "that's not fair" - but think - if your job depends on quotas, you either do or you don't... Diane
& I renew health insurance by mtg requirements of weight-waist-blood tests etc - either meet or
don't...like a computer - the hexidecimal value is either on or off / yes or no - but WE like to
grade on the curve becuz we think we're better than others and almost anyone you meet on the
street figures he will go to heaven when He dies becuz they say God is forgiving - probly never
read the Bible - BUT what they hear at almost any funeral = salvation by death - die, go to
heaven... everyone...
Except that's NOT what the Bible teaches - rom 3 v20 - for by works of the law no human being
will be justified in God's sight, since thru the law comes knowledge of sin - you can never be
good enough - if you break any part of God's law you are guilty of death = every Awana kid
knows v 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God = theo term "total depravity" not you totally depraved as possible = means depraved in your total being - mind, heart, will you are a sinner by nature... very important = we like to think we are called sinners becuz we sin
but its the other way round = you sin becuz you are a sinner... = sin not do but are =by nature &
by choice = total depravity... you are a fallen creature... remember this ??? Eve's "apple ?

Efca doc stmt explains it THE HUMAN CONDITION – We believe that God created Adam and Eve
in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. - In union with Adam, human beings are sinners
by nature and by choice, alienated from God, and under His wrath. - Only through God’s saving work in
Jesus Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed.
Rom 5:12 spells it out - just as sin came into the world thru one man, and death thru sin - so
death spread to all men becuz all sinned
by nature - & by choice... not one righteous...Rom3:23 all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God = apart from Christ we deserve the punishment of death... **SIN=
debt**enmity**crime**if you could be good enough then why did Jesus die? - so how then can
anyone be saved ??? that's why Luther calls Rom 3:21-26 the "chief point" - the pivotal passage
of Rom & Bible! all have sinned BUT v24 we are justified by His grace as a gift, thru the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be
received by faith - amazing grace of God in Christ... our propitiation - payment - which satisfies
wrath of God - someone has to pay for sin - only a perfect sacrifice...your sin against God is so
great = thats why it cost so much = death of Christ... =we observe in Communion - where we
confess that we are trusting by faith in Christ's work, not our own - & it is our prayer that U are
clear about CHRIST - propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith - not trusting your
goodness or your works but only work of Christ on cross - the unique redemption offered only
by Christ in Christianity - have you received Him ???
all people NEED Savior = JC the Lord - apart from Christ we have NO HOPE - but the amazing
reality is that in Christ we receive a New Nature - no longer sinners, but saints - more about in
coming times together - but now - let's be clear about Christ & SIN & salvation =
join in PRAYER - Lord God Almighty, we come to you thru the name of Jesu Christ our Lord &
Savior who gave Himself as the payment for sins & we declare we're trusting in the work of
Christ alone to save us -& as we prepare for Communion we praise You for salvation and we
pray that the Holy Spirit leads us to repentance & faith as we turn from SIN and turn to You to
receive grace & forgiveness & power to say NO to sin and yes to You & to live for You to fulfill
Your purpose in us & for us & thru us - in Jesus' name - all God's people said Amen!
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HARD TO BELIEVE - PRAYER ?
Today, millions of people in thousands of churches will bow down in community prayer services across
our land, with both verbal and silent prayers, individually and corporately. Why? It's the 64th National Day
of Prayer. Why pray? What difference does it make? Good questions!
1- WHY a National Day of Prayer? "Our nation is in trouble today, probably more than I’ve seen in my
lifetime," says Rev. Franklin Graham. "We are contending with issues that are causing the very
foundation of our country to crumble. Our moral and spiritual roots are eroding, the economy is
misleading, family life is disintegrating, and political forces are at unprecedented odds," he says.
"We are reminded in Scripture that with God, nothing is impossible. No problem is too great for Him.
Seasons of distress, uncertainty and hardship call for faithful, fervent prayer by God’s people - and
remind us of our responsibility to humble ourselves before Almighty God. We cannot expect healing to
come to our nation apart from obedience to God through His Holy Word," says Graham.
The earliest history of the colonists in America began with prayer. The Pilgrims established themselves
with prayer to God. Early settlers observed special days of prayer and thanksgiving to God for protection
and His provision. Founding documents of the first colonies reveal their dependence upon Almighty God
and the Bible. Several Presidents turned our nation toward God during times of war. In 1952, Congress
passed a bill establishing a National Day of Prayer. Since 1998 the observance has been on the first
Thursday of May. Millions of people will participate again this year.
2- WHY PRAY? Psalm 33:12 says, "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.” Jesus taught His
disciples to pray, and not lose heart. The Apostle Paul wrote, "pray without ceasing" and "do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God" - with this promise "And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:6-7)
Rev. Graham explains, "The Bible commands that we repent of our sins and turn to Almighty God. And
because we are confident that we serve a God of mercy and compassion, we know that He stands ready
to respond out of the abundance of His divine wisdom - as we seek God’s divine intervention."
3- WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL IT MAKE? Responses to a recent national survey shows 67% of the
American people agree that "God continues to answer specific prayers" while 13% are not sure. More
information is available at "www.TheStateOfTheology.com" where you can also compare your answers.
In 1 Timothy 2, the Apostle Paul encouraged prayer for influential people. "I urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way." The Bible
explains God created people in His own image. We know right from wrong. And God gave us the tools for
an ordered civilization and peaceful societies. Living according to God's blueprint is good for all people.
Paul continues, "This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all
people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth." People rebel against God and His
ways. We need a Savior - and God has sent Him.
Paul continues, "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all." Praying to any other "god" will have no effect.
But when believers pray to the One True God, we come with confidence to His throne of grace through
the living way of the risen Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. God hears His people - and acts!
4- WILL YOU PRAY? Participate in a community prayer service. Or just gather with friends - and pray!
Go to "www.NationalDayOfPrayer.org" for more information, including ways to stay updated. Other sites
include "commit2pray/7x7/" and "call2fall.com" and "iCommitToPray.com" provide additional resources.
Thank you for doing your part, today and every day, to lift up the needs around you - to the ONLY ONE
who can DO what we need. Including giving you the impetus and the supernatural power to make a
difference in your own life, and those around you. Let us pray!
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HARD TO BELIEVE - AUTHORITY ?
You're having a disagreement with someone. How do you determine who's right? Appeal to an impartial
third-party authority. Google? Wikipedia? Encyclopedia? These might suffice for many human arguments.
But what about questions of life or death? When the stakes are eternal?
People love to slice and dice all the gray areas. But what, in the final analysis, determines right and wrong?
Can something be "true" for you but not for me? What yardstick decides - for everyone? Reason and logic
dictate there must be an absolute standard of right and wrong. Without it, nothing really makes sense.
And this standard must come from outside the human psyche - otherwise no one will ever submit to
someone's else's standard. YOU want to be the authority. You'll argue ad nauseum.
Like it or not, we have an absolute authority. The very words of our Creator. It's called the BIBLE. It's what
the missionary Paul was talking about in 1 Thessalonians 2:13, "when you received the Word of God,
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the Word
of God, which is at work in you believers." It's God's good news about revelation, redemption, and
regeneration - life-changing words which have transformed human lives for millenia.
A recent nationwide survey - available at "www.theStateOfTheology.com" - shows how confused people
are. Nearly half agree that "God is the author of Scripture" and that "the Bible alone is the written Word of
God" - but on the other hand, about half say the Bible does not have the authority to tell people what to do,
and more than two-thirds of respondents say the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a real historical event.
Relativistic thinking is confusing, isn't it!
Sure, some people say the Bible is just a man-made collection of morality tales to give you guidance.
Others treat the Bible like a self-help book, full of suggestions to make you feel good. Others regard it as
an unreasonable list of rules designed to make people feel guilty. Others, feeling morally superior, will tell
you the Bible "contains" God's words - then proceed to tell you which parts they accept.
Let's be clear: the Bible does not contain God's word - the Bible IS God's Word. The very words of God,
written down by more than 40 human authors over more than 1,600 years of human history. Not dictated,
but superintended by God, through the personalities and personal experiences of human authors - so that
the end result is exactly what God intends for human beings to know.
That's called "revelation" - meaning God makes known what otherwise could not be known. The 66
books of the Bible is the most unique volume in existence. It has been subjected to more critical analysis
than any other ancient document. And it has the most stringent record of authenticity and integrity of any
ancient writing. The Bible is the judge of science and history. It has never been disproved.
This means you can trust the Bible, like no other authority on earth. That's why it's also the number one
bestseller. The most translated book in history - into nearly 3,000 languages. The translation of the Bible
from the original Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic actually formed the English language now spoken around
the world. It's all part of God's plan to reveal Himself to all peoples.
The Bible reveals God's plan of "redemption" - meaning how God saves people from their sinful rebellion
against Him, and brings them into right relationship with our Creator, Redeemer, and Judge. And the
Bible also reveals God's purpose of "regeneration" - meaning God's power for new spiritual life to
anyone who puts their trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, as Savior from sin and Lord of their life.
Make no mistake, the Bible REQUIRES a response from you. It claims to be God's written Word. You
must either receive it, or reject it. The stakes are eternal. If you are inclined to reject the Bible, you must
answer the question - by what authority? Because so-and-so says? Because you say so? And how do
these authorities stack up against the Creator of the universe - the One who changes lives by His truth?
If you DO receive the Bible as God's Word, then put your trust in Jesus, and live it out - according to His
power. The Word of God transforms your believing, and behaving. The Word of God WORKS, for all.
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HARD TO BELIEVE - GOD ?
Whatever comes to your mind about "God" says much more about you than it does about Him. Indeed,
mankind clearly reveals its considerable confusion about who GOD is - and who WE are. This not only
makes all the difference in the world where you will spend eternity - but how you live your life here.
In a recent poll, nearly three-quarters of all Americans said they believe in "One true God in three persons,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit." This seems encouraging - until you see results of the rest of the survey. It's
available at "theStateOfTheology.com" where you can compare your own responses. It's clear that most
people "believe" in a god they've made up, rather than the God revealed in the Bible.
But mankind's opinions do not change reality. The Bible tells you the truth - powerfully. Isaiah 44:6 says
"Thus says the LORD - I am the first and the last; besides me there is no god." Apart from God's
revelation of Himself, people the world over invent their own plethora of deities. In verse 7 God says,
"Who is like Me? Let him proclaim it... Let them declare what is to come."
The media says there are three great mono-theistic religions which believe in "one God" - Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam. But don't be deceived - Allah of Islam is not the God of the Bible. No Muslim would
make that claim, because they define their god quite differently. And they don't have a remedy for sin.
In verse 8, God says, "You are my witnesses! Is there a God besides Me?...I know not any." Why?
Because there can be only one Creator. God says "I am the LORD, who made all things." The history
revealed in the Bible shows the truth of God's words, "I frustrate the signs of liars...and make the
knowledge of wise men foolish." The more mankind learns about science the more it points to God.
The more we learn about the spiritual world the more it points to the truths of the Bible alone.
But idol-making continues, even if not in the same forms as ancient times. How can any of them be really
real? Verse 9 says, "All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit."
Why? The passage goes on to describe how men cut down a tree, using it to build a fire and cook food.
Then "the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it and prays to
it." What does God think about your idol-making? Verse 20, "a deluded heart has led him astray."
Our idols are fashioned of plastic and titanium and chemicals and precious metals. Ours are fashioned
of fame and fortune and leisure and luxury.
Our idols are made in our own image, accountable to our own small minds. But the "made-up God" of our
own making cannot compare to the real God - who is beyond imagination. This God is worth worshiping.
This God says in verse 21, "Remember these things - I formed you... You will not be forgotten by
Me... I have blotted out your sins... Return to Me, for I have redeemed you." No mere imagination of
the finite mind of man can stand before the infinite God of the universe. Nothing we can invent will blot out
our sins. Only our eternal holy Creator can save His wayward creatures.
Many people say, "I believe in God - so I will be okay for eternity." But James 2:19 says "even demons
believe in God - and they shudder." Romans 1:18 says what can be known about God is clearly
perceived in Creation, so all mankind is without excuse. Believing in God means you're a rational human
being who is thinking clearly. It's just the first step. Jesus said in John 14 "Believe in God - believe also
in Me... I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life - no one comes to the Father except through Me."
Romans 3:23 spells it out, "all have sinned" by rebelling against God. Your only hope is Jesus - to be
"justified by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." You can't be made right with
God by anything you can do - or believe in - except that Jesus paid the penalty for your sin. Jesus is the
only Savior! Romans 10:9 says, "If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved."
Believing in a 'god' you make up may make you feel good. But it can't save you from sin. Only the one
true Triune God who created you can rescue you from your impossible reality. Believing in Him means
you submit to His lordship. He sets you free from sin - so you can live out His life through yours!
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INTENTIONAL SPIRITUALITY ?
It's confusing how much confusion exists today over the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian.
What do you think - is the Holy Spirit 'optional' or 'essential' to the Christian life?
You don't have to wonder, because the Bible makes it abundantly clear. First, the Holy Spirit IS God the third person of the one triune God. There is only one God, who is composed of three co-equal
persons, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not an "it" but a
person, who shares all the attributes of God - eternal, sovereign, holy, loving, unchanging, all-knowing,
all-powerful, etc. The Holy Spirit is integrally involved in all God does.
The world was spoken into existence by the breath of God's mouth. And you, as a human being created
in the image of God, have the breath of life from God, who caused you to be conceived and born. And if
you are a Christian person, then you are also 're-born' as God the Holy Spirit makes you spiritually alive .
The Holy Spirit does much more than we can cover in just one column, so let's just focus on some truths
related to Galatians 5:25, "If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit." Would you say a new
battery brings an old remote-control car to life? That's similar to the work of the Holy Spirit. Believers in
Christ receive His supernatural power. The Holy Spirit gives you spiritual life in Christ, and you also live
your life by His spiritual power. You live out His life in you, through you.
How do you "live" by the Spirit? When you become a Christian, believing in Jesus, the Bible says you are
re-born as a child of God, by the power of the Holy Spirit. All three persons of the Godhead participate in
this new life in Christ. The Father orchestrates the sending of the Son, who paid the penalty for your sin.
And He coordinates the activity of the Holy Spirit, who regenerates each person who believes in Jesus.
The Holy Spirit gives you new life in Christ, and indwells you - and empowers you to live for Christ.
How do you "walk" by the Spirit? Just like an infant is born and then grows up to maturity, so it is with
spiritual life. Once you're re-born in Christ, it is by the power of the Holy Spirit that you then grow up into
Christ. You do this as you learn to live according to God's truth - living out the new life of Christ within you.
This whole life-long process can be expressed as "The Spirit of God works the Word of God so the
people of God become like the Son of God." In Christ, your walk on earth gets you ready to run in heaven.
Galatians 5:24 explains it further, "those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires." Because of the Holy Spirit, you now have His spiritual supernatural power to say
"no" to sin. You see, when you are born again, you believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior, and the
Holy Spirit brings you into spiritual union with Christ. You are in Christ and Christ is in you. And you
receive all the realities of His crucifixion and resurrection. Just as Christ died to sin, so you in Him have
also died to sin. Just as Jesus rose to new life, so you in Him receive His new spiritual life.
If you are spiritually alive in Christ then you also have a new spiritual heart and mind and will. "This new
'you' continues to live in your old 'flesh' - which is how the Bible refers to your old ways of thinking and
doing things, the passions and desires in verse 24. The Bible says that in Christ you are now dead to
those old things, and alive to God. As you grow up in Christ, learning to live out all that God says in His
Word of truth, the Bible, you no longer listen to and obey the falsehoods of the world, the flesh, and the
devil. That was your old default. Now you trust and obey God's truth - keeping in step with the Holy Spirit.
How? INTENTIONALLY. Tap into the Holy Spirit's power. He empowers you to read and understand the
Bible, talk and listen to God in prayer, fellowship with other believers, and share the good news about
Jesus in words and deeds. Your life will express what Galatians 5:22 calls the "fruit of the Spirit" - love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. And it's all part of
God's divine design for His church - the people called to believe in Christ and live for Him.
So get intentional about your spiritual life. Keep in step with the Holy Spirit - and your thoughts and
speech and actions will all express your growing relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Intentionally
- by the Holy Spirit's power!
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HARD TO BELIEVE - RESURRECTION ?
A recent nationwide survey shows 68% of Americans believe the resurrection of Jesus Christ was an
actual historical event. Yet responses to other questions in "theStateOfTheology.com" survey reveal
considerable confusion over how this relates to sin, salvation, and Jesus as the only way to heaven.
People find it hard to believe that God saves sinners. But majority responses on a survey do not override
reality. God's TRUTH will always be TRUE. Easter is eternal. Crucifixion and resurrection are inseparable
aspects of the same unparalleled event. Indeed, as you scan the landscape of time, it's the cross of Christ
which centers in the crosshairs - as the climax of human history. The cross changes everything.
Easter culminates four of God's key and clarion proclamations. In CREATION, God says "I AM" - I am the
giver of life and I keep my promises. In the INCARNATION, Christ coming in the flesh, God says "I AM" I am here - in your life, as I promised. This magnificent miracle makes the next two quite believable. In the
CRUCIFIXION, God says "I AM" - you cannot save yourselves from sin and death, but I am the perfect
payment to make you right with God, just as I promised. And in the RESURRECTION, God says "I AM" I am always alive - and as I promised, when you turn to Me, I give YOU new life - to be truly alive forever!
Acts 17 records a clear example of the power of God's self-revelation. The Apostle Paul is preaching in
Athens, a great cultural and intellectual center. Intrigued, people invite him to Mars Hill, the Areopagus,
for a public presentation on the resurrection. They are about to learn what it means - personally.
He gains their attention with an object lesson close at hand, their altar "to an unknown god." Appealing to
their obvious values, in verse 22 he makes a provocative statement. "What you worship as unknown I
proclaim to you - the God who made the world and everything in it." Their Roman concept of Creator
was inadequate. Yet they prided themselves in a pantheon of deities. But just like people today, you will
not understand your destiny if you do not understand your origins. Your children are taught the opposite
of reality. They are told there are no transcendent absolute truths. They are taught - be your own
authorities, morality is merely opinion, "true for you but not for me." That's why people find the relentless
reasonableness of God's evidence and revelation so incomprehensible. It challenges pre-conceptions.
The apostle moves through his message. God created mankind in His own image - so that we can know
Him. In verse 30 he delivers another attention-getter, "the Creator commands all people everywhere to
repent." The people strain to listen, for they are in the Areopagus, the setting of their council on morals,
education and religion. They are there to pass judgment on Paul's words. Why repent? "Because God
has fixed a day - on which He will judge the world in righteousness - by a man He has appointed" That's reasonable. They're listening intently - "and of this - God has given assurance to all" - they
thought they had it all figured out. What is this they've missed? - "by raising Him from the dead."
This riveting statement divides the world, into believers and unbelievers. Resurrection ramps up the
stakes of belief to eternal levels. By itself, the crucifixion can seem too good to be true, that someone else
pays your debts. Resurrection erases every question. Faced with the irrefutable facts of the resurrection the Risen Christ - you must either receive Jesus, or reject Him. There is no middle ground. And with your
response unravels your destiny. Eternal life pierces earthly life, and your life will never be the same.
On Good Friday, your focus is the crucifixion of Christ. On Easter Sunday, your focus is His resurrection.
Romans 4:25 puts them together, "Jesus our Lord was delivered up for our sins and raised up for
our justification." The purpose of His perfect life, death and resurrection is to make your life right with
God. You cannot fix your brokenness. Only your Creator can. And you not only receive His righteousness,
you also receive His new resurrection life. Romans 6:4, "that just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life" - all by the power of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 8). And it's all received by faith. Romans 10:9, "if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved."
The Romans clearly understood what it means to confess Jesus as Lord - their entire being, mind and
heart and will, submitting to Him as the Sovereign and Savior of your life. Not JUST intellectual assent,
a willful decision, or heart-felt experience - but all that you are, trusting Jesus alone. Receive Christ, and
then live out His resurrection life through your life - now and forever - by His mighty power!

PASTORS COLUMN – 2015.04.03

– Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
HARD TO BELIEVE - CRUCIFIXION ?
"Everyone is entitled to their own opinions - but not to their own facts." This truism resonates at Eastertime, doesn't it. Some say, what's up with these religious people who believe amazing things about
crucifixion and resurrection? But, what's up with all those other people who don't believe - or care?
DON'T CARE? Either you haven't bothered to get informed, or you haven't paid enough attention to see
the big deal for you. After all, there's work to be done, games, parties, videos, etc. Maybe you should reconsider. Read the gospel of John or Mark. You'll be gripped by the most unique life in all of human
history - who loved you enough to die. He didn't claim to be just a great teacher, He was the Son of God,
who came to die for sin. What will happen when you die without Jesus? Better think again!
DON'T BELIEVE? Then you believe something else. Unbelievers usually reject a caricature of what the
Bible actually teaches, consciously or subconsciously. Few have ever actually read the Bible themselves,
and remain uninformed. The historical evidence for the crucifixion of Jesus is one of the most compelling
records in all of ancient history. If you reject Jesus and His purpose for living and dying, it's not for lack of
evidence, but rather because you prefer to remain in your sins. Somehow, you believe you'll be ok when
you die. Better think again!
CHRISTIANITY - the founder Jesus Christ died so you can live free from the power of sin and in heaven
for ever. For generations, God had promised that the Messiah, the Christ, would come and pay for sin. In
Acts 2:21 Peter declared, "Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Pointing to
the crucifixion just 50 days earlier, he said "Therefore know for certain that God has made Him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." The people were convicted of their sin and asked,
"What shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
for the forgiveness of your sins." Baptism is a sign of repentance and repent means turn around. The
Bible calls you to believe, trust, put your faith in Jesus alone. Turn away from apathy and agnosticism and
atheism and arrogance - and turn to Jesus, and be rescued, before it's too late for you!
OTHER RELIGIONS might include "some" truth, but that does not make them true. Mohammed says "you
must die" if you reject his political-religious tenets. He claimed Jesus did not die on the cross. So you
must try to obey Islam in the off-chance your good deeds will outweigh your bad. Unless you die in jihad..
Hinduism points to various "eternal duties" which might lead to a good reincarnation and perhaps merger
with a supreme being. The "awakened one" of Buddhism says you should lead a good moral life and
develop understanding and wisdom. Maybe you'll become a god or be absorbed into nirvana nothingness.
Satan, the founder of Atheism and Secular Humanism, hisses "has God really said?" and rejects God's
revelation, while telling you to just "be your own authority" on all matters of life and death. Judaism points
to Abraham and Moses as fathers of faith. And the Bible says they were pointing to Jesus, the Savior.
"By works of the law no human being will be justified in His sight... for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a payment by His blood, to be received by faith." That's
from Romans 3:20-26 - the passage Martin Luther considered the pivotal principle in all of Scripture.
Once you've trusted Jesus, you find it hard to believe what so many do actually believe - that they must,
and can, somehow save themselves, against all reality and reason. Do you find it hard to believe that
ONLY the God who created you can fix your brokenness? The remedy for sin must be perfect to satisfy
His perfect holiness. Your efforts will never measure perfection. Only His Son, Jesus, the perfect GodMan, could pay the debt you owe, and erase your crimes, rebellion and enmity against God.
YOU DO BELIEVE? Our loving God gave His Son to rescue undeserving sinners, through the cross of
Christ. Because Jesus died AND rose from the dead, His work saves all who put their trust in Him
(Romans 4:22-25) - abundant life now and eternal life forever. More about this next week.
You are saved through repentance and faith in Jesus. And once saved, that's how you live too. Turning
from sin, believing in Jesus, receiving Him as your Lord and Savior - trusting in Him with all your heart
and mind and will - His blood washes away your sins. Repent, believe, be saved - and live saved !

 CALL TO WORSHIP rom 10:9 = if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart
one believes & is justif-ied, & with the mouth one confesses & is saved. For the Scripture says,
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in
whom they have not believed? & how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
& how are they to hear without some -one preaching? & how are they to preach unless they are
sent? As it is written “How beautiful are th feet of those who preach the good news!
May God bless the hearing & the doing of His holy Word = Amen!
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 9:45 children 10:30 annual mtg 11 am catered luncheon...PLAN NOW
STAY!...ThisWeek- regular ministries
NEXT = VBS, committees, Art of Marriage = flyers to pass along - & color ones to post around
the community please...
= other info in bulletin - including DIRECTORIES - plz update info!
= great time with Homebuilders dinner last evening - THANK YOU ! sincerely for those of you
who picked up the tab for Diane's dinner - much appreciated - we were 1st to order and last to
get served and we never did get our bill - when I asked the waitress she said it had been taken
care of - thanks again ! = then said s'posed to tell me the group expects a short service
tomorrow...! tall order = but here goes!
 GREETING ~ PRAISE SONGS ~ ChildrensChurch
 PRAYER praise & petitions
_______
**RECORD**
~ reminder = SURVEYS in mailboxes - plz fill out & return this week
 BIBLE MESSAGE - Blueprint: Intentional Fruitful Evangelism
 PRAYER - message & OFFERINGS etc
 SONG OF RESPONSE & OFFERINGS
 BENEDICTION =Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. Eph 3:20 In the name of the Father / Son / Holy Spirit - go in His peace / power ***TRANSITION TO

ANNUAL MEETING - chair Denny Somers**
 BIBLE MESSAGE - blueprint: intentional fruitful evangelism
((snap fingers - once per second)) The author of the book grabbed our attention by snapping his
fingers - & declaring with every snap at least 3 people in the world will die... the title of his book
= One Thing You Cannot Do in Heaven = share Jesus = 2 of those 3 people every snap will die
w.o knowing Jesus...what are you doing about it ? ((stop snap
How many people around here? 30-mi radius of Riverside ++30,000 people and generous
estimates --10% in church any given Sunday... how many of them know the Lord ? WHO
around YOU needs to know Jesus...? Closer to home = ~750 school children in Sioux Central
district ~1100 of parent age ~1100 older... how many of them need to know Jesus...? --10% in
church = what are you doing about it ?
turn to Romans 10:13 = keep your place in Romans 10 as we review some other verses =
"everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach
unless they are sent?

In Matt 9: 35 Jesus said pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest... In John 20:21 Jesus said As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you...= this
commission of Jesus is not just for evangelists or pastors or missionaries = it's talking about
ALL ordinary believers - as in Matt 28:20 go therefore = make disciples of all nations ,
teaching them all I have commanded you...
= Acts 1:8 Jesus said - you will be my witnesses! = not in your own strength = you will receive
power from the Holy Spirit
a witness?? =a person who tells what he has seen & heard & knows - if you know Jesus as Lord
& Savior then you are equipped w/ the power of the Holy Spirit and you are commanded to be
His witness =
**=telling others what you know about how to know Jesus... just that simple ... and it's not an
option... and there's no excuses about it...
1 Pet 3:15 says in your hearts honor the Lord as holy, always being prepared to give a reason
for the hope that is in you, with gentleness and respect... Col 4: 2 says pray also for us, that
God may open to us a door for the word, to declare Christ—to make it clear, which is how I
ought to speak. Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your
speech always be gracious, seasoned w/ salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer
each person.
="intentional evangelism =10th view in Gods blueprint for His church
divine design of God = how He has equipped each one of us to be intentional about living for
Him... and fulfilling His purposes...
but why do so many Christians want others to do it instead of them...??? Jesus said YOU will be
my witnesses... in John 17 Jesus prayed for all those who would come to faith through the
witness of His disciples
** if you belong to Jesus today, then He prayed for YOU that day **
= & the reason you know Him and are here today to worship Him and to get equipped by
the transforming truth of His Word
**** = is becuz SOMEONE told **you** about Jesus...
who have you told about Jesus...? HE says always be ready & know how to answer each
person... & make it clear... but why is it so many people in churches complain "we're not being
fed" God's Word - but Heb 5:12 says by this time YOU ought to be teachers, yet you need
someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God - you need milk, because
you are unskilled in God's word...
by God's grace won't be case here = let's look @ handout in mailbox today = our membership
application for Riverside Church... let's look at it together = GOOD TRAINING TOOL for
personal evangelism ?
page 1... if you are a member of Riverside Church - either Presby or E-free - you became one by
presenting a credible profession of faith... = your personal TESTIMONY = ALSO how you're a
WITNESS for Jesus = telling others what you know about how to know Him...
it begins with a question - if you were to die today, why should God let you into His heaven ? GOOD QUESTION for you to ask
of the people around you where you live, work, play, school, etc...
the most common answer, even among those who are church-goers, is
"God knows Ive always believed in Him & i've tried to live a good life and I've done the best I
could" so I hope I will go to Heaven" -..BUT
you won't find that in the Bible becuz Jesus said in John 14:6 no one
can enter heaven except thru Jesus... John 3:3 Jesus said the only ones

who enter heaven are those who have been born again... John 1:12
says this happens when you believe & receive Jesus = are born again
as a child of God, by believing in His name... only JESUS SAVES...!
Jn 3:16 = happens when you believe in Jesus...trusting what He did on the cross to pay for your
sins & rising again to give you His new life... only JESUS SAVES.! so what about you? trusting in YOUR past ? childhood memories? or good works? or in the work of JESUS alone?
The Bible says you can be SURE that you are going to heaven - John 20:31 says these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name. 1 John 5:11 says this is the testimony, God gave us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of
God does not have life. = big difference !
page 2 = c) What was your life like before personally knowing Christ ?
= once you KNOW that you are saved, then you know that before you knew Him that you were
lost in your sins... = part of your testimony!
for me - I grew up believing in Jesus - always thought of myself as a Christian - but in 10th
grade the Lord opened my heart & mind to realize that I only believed intellectually and that I
was a lost sinner destined for a Christ-less eternity - then He saved me - I believed with my
whole heart and mind and will - trusting in Jesus alone to save me
= you can & should = share your testimony in less than 30 seconds
d) How & when were you born again w. saving faith in Jesus Christ ?
if U're not sure when, are U sure NOW you are born again ? Rom 8:16 = the H.Spirit bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God
if you're not sure - you can be sure by receiving Jesus RIGHT NOW !
a person shared Christ w.me over&over - including the "Romans Road" = Rom 3:23 all have
sinned & fall short of the glory of God
Rom 6:23 wages of sin is death - but the freely given gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord Rom 8:1 no condemnaton...
= trust what God's Word says is true = Rom 10:9-10 of Rom Road =
if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead you will be saved - for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved
= trust what God says - JESUS SAVES & you can know you're saved
TAKE TIME TODAY-fill out this form - affirm your trust in Jesus
e) How has receiving J.Christ as Lord & Savior changed your life ?
how does snow change into water ? = HEAT... how does flour/water
change into bread = YEAST - receiving Christ means you recognize
you can't go on by yourself - you need a Savior - you're born again when you confess "JESUS IS LORD" that's the beginning of your new life in Christ = 2 Cor
5:17 = new creation & Christ's representative
= you will be changed if Christ's new life lives in you... are you? if so
= HOW you are being a WITNESS in how you both show & tell others about Jesus - but don't
kid yourself - you MUST USE WORDS
otherwise your "good life" can be entirely mis- understood - & as saw already in Rom 10:13 only
your words tell them about TRUSTING IN JESUS alone and that JESUS can change their life
too... And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard = talking about
JESUS is the only way they get the Good News = INTENTIONALLY
and naturally Matt 28:18 - "as you are going" = the people around you.
+or +tools = TRACTS etc & APPS - resources on our website ETC

page 4 = capsulization about all we've talked about - trusting in Christ alone to be saved... Neil
Krummen had a great idea - that EVERYONE @ Riverside ought to go thru this application and
affirm their own trust in Jesus = get refreshed in Good News about Jesus, and YOUR testimony
= so you can be prepared to tell others how to trust in Jesus
= it's the gospel - same as in any tract that we supply = LEARN it !!!
Come help @ Awana or FCA or Bridge or Bike park = show & tell it!
-Or nursing home -Or across street -Or where U work,school,play
the rest of p.4 is about how if you're a Christian, you become a regular part of a local
congregation - and we're going to affirm this together as part of our Annual Meeting in just a few
minutes... BUT FIRST...
NOW look @ picture on bulletin = ain't it something ! unique tricycle from Hammacher
Schlemmer catalog... what an object lesson! =church
how many wheels? Three -the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit...
how many steering wheels? ONE - the Lord Jesus - head of the church steers us - but we won't
move unless we ALL are pedaling together...
how many seats or pedals? seven- perfect number - & we NEED each one of US... each & every
one using your gifts & fruit of the Spirit as U get into God's word & obey His direction for
church by His power
= the article in A.R. = "seven things your church needs from you"
God has designed Riverside just like every Christian church - but we are unique becuz of U...
and becuz of our community... and God has
given US and YOU everything you and we need to fulfill His purposes = THANK YOU for
interacting with the handouts & SURVEYS
Just like in Acts 2 = as we get into God's Word and live it out and speak it out to others = God
added numbers to the church every day becuz it's His purpose that we, like living stones, are
being built up into a temple where God dwells by His Spirit, growing, adding =
as Philemon 1:6 says "I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full
knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ" = & as come to Annual
Meeting = gather together in thanksgiving for all God has done and is doing and will do = as we
trust & obey and commit together to live intentionally for Him
together - so let's get at it = let's BE INTENTIONAL - together!
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HARD TO BELIEVE - RESURRECTION ?
A recent nationwide survey shows 68% of Americans believe the resurrection of Jesus Christ was an
actual historical event. Yet responses to other questions in "theStateOfTheology.com" survey reveal
considerable confusion over sin and salvation, and not being sure if Jesus is the only way to heaven.
People find it hard to believe that God saves sinners. But majority responses on a survey do not override
reality. God's TRUTH will always be TRUE. Easter is eternal. Crucifixion and resurrection are inseparable
aspects of the same unparalleled event. Indeed, as you scan the landscape of time, it's the cross of Christ
which centers in the crosshairs - as the climax of human history. The cross changes everything.
Easter culminates four of God's key and clarion proclamations. In CREATION, God says "I AM" - I am the
giver of life and I keep my promises. In the INCARNATION, Christ coming in the flesh, God says "I AM" I am here - in your life, as I promised. This magnificent miracle makes the next two quite believable. In the
CRUCIFIXION, God says "I AM" - you cannot save yourselves from sin and death, but I am the perfect
payment to make you right with God, just as I promised. And in the RESURRECTION, God says "I AM" I am always alive - and as I promised, when you turn to Me, I give YOU new life - to be truly alive forever!
Acts 17 provides a clear example of the power of God's self-revelation. The Apostle Paul is in Athens, a
great cultural and intellectual center. He is preaching about the resurrection. Intrigued, the people invite
him to Mars Hill, the Areopagus, for a public presentation.
He gains their attention with an object lesson close at hand, their altar "to an unknown god." Appealing to
their obvious values, in verse 22 he makes a provocative statement. "What you worship as unknown I
proclaim to you - the God who made the world and everything in it." Their Roman concept of Creator
was inadequate. Yet they prided themselves in a pantheon of deities. But just like people today, you
cannot understand your destiny if you don't understand your origins. Your children are taught the opposite
of reality. They are told there are no transcendent absolute truths. They are taught - be your own
authorities, morality is merely opinion, "true for you but not for me." That's why people find the relentless
reasonableness of God's evidence and revelation so incomprehensible. It challenges pre-conceptions.
The apostle moves through his message. God created mankind in His own image - so that we can know
Him. In verse 30 he delivers another attention-getter, "the Creator commands all people everywhere to
repent." The people strain to listen, for they are in the Areopagus, the setting of their council on morals,
education and religion. They are there to pass judgment on Paul's words. Why repent? "Because God
has fixed a day - on which He will judge the world in righteousness - by a man He has appointed" That's reasonable. They're listening intently - "and of this - God has given assurance to all" - they
thought they had it all figured out. What is this they've missed? - "by raising Him from the dead."
This riveting statement divides the world, into believers and unbelievers. Resurrection ramps up the
stakes of belief to eternal levels. By itself, the crucifixion can seem too good to be true, that someone else
pays your debts. Resurrection erases every question. Faced with the irrefutable facts of the resurrection the Risen Christ - you must either receive Jesus, or reject Him. There is no middle ground. And with your
response unravels your destiny. Eternal life pierces earthly life, and your life will never be the same.
On Good Friday, our focus is on the crucifixion of Christ. On Easter Sunday, our focus is His resurrection.
Romans 4:25 puts them together, "Jesus our Lord was delivered up for our sins and raised up for
our justification." The purpose of His perfect life, death and resurrection is to make your life right with
God. You cannot fix your brokenness. Only your Creator can. And you not only receive His righteousness,
you also receive His new resurrection life. Romans 6:4, "that just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life" - all by the power of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 8). And it's all received by faith. Romans 10:9, "if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved."
The Romans clearly understood what it means to confess Jesus as Lord - their entire being, mind and
heart and will, submitting to Him as the Sovereign and Savior of your life. Not JUST intellectual assent,
a willful decision, or heart-felt experience - but all that you are, trusting Jesus alone. Receive Christ, and
let His resurrection life be lived out through yours - now and forever - by His mighty power!

from the fallen evil of your human situation
Believing in Jesus, you receive His righteousness for right standing before God. And you also receive His
resurrection life Rom 6:4 so that just as Christ ws raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life and Rom 8:11 says this is becuz of the Holy Spirit - who raised
Jesus from the dead, who dwells in you to give U LIFE!

People find it hard to believe that God saves sinners. But majority responses on a survey do not override
reality. God's TRUTH will always be TRUE. Easter is eternal. And the crucifixion and resurrection go
together like chocolate and cream filling - inseparable aspects of the same unparalleled event.
Indeed, as you scan the landscape of time, it's the cross of Christ which centers in the crosshairs as the
climax of human history. This changes everything. Eternal life pierces everday life, and your life will never
be the same. Resurrection ramps up the stakes of belief to eternal levels. Once you come face to face
with the Risen Christ, you must either receive Him or reject Him. There is no middle ground.

ght they had it all figured out -what is this assurance we have missed ?? = & Paul delivers and of this
judgment by His appointed man - God has given assurance to all - by raising Him from the dead

eople are confused
Bible full of this good news - good example today is Acts 17.. (turn)
Apostle Paul in Athens, great cultural & intellectual center of empire
-& he is preaching about th resurrection - intrigued, th people bring him to the Areopagus - Mars Hill they asked to hear more about it
people today are just like the people in Athens that day, we are curious about life & death & eternity - but
prefer own philosophies. indeed children today being taught what philosophers call "category errors" - in
spite of Truth w.capT -children are taught today that morality is nothing more than opinion - true for you
but not for me - that's why more & more people find the truth of Christ to be incomprehensible
chldrn/people increasingly unable to discern logical errors in thinking - don't get reasonable understandng
as well as God's revelation of Truth
indeed was like that in Paul's day - the Romans did not have a concept of God as CREATOR and that's
the 1st thing the Apostle appeals to bcuz to understand the remedy for our sin we must know our origins since only perfect holy Creator CAN accomplish our redemption =
uses object lesson at hand -v22 "Men of Athens I perceive that in every way you are very religious - I
even found an altar with this inscription "to the unknown god" - what therefore you worshp as unknown
this I proclaim to you - The God who made the world and everything in it"
just like people 2000 yrs ago today we ponder unknowable mysteries of the universe - more & more
people realize the "intelligent design" of all things - God's handiwork is undeniably evident in everything indeed CREATION is God's 1st great proclamation to mankind...
from there the apostle moves thru his message - that GOD IS and we are created in His image so we
CAN know Him - & He has spoken
& thn v30 he delivers a provocative statement "God commands all people everywhere to repent, -the
people are on the edge of their seats - this Creator GOD has given a COMMAND for them to repent - to
turn TO Him... -they're listening bcuz the Areopagus was the place of the council or court overseeing
education morality & religion... people keenly interested in discovering & living what perceived as truth
-a challenge in their pluralistic culture filled with numerous deities...
like today's culture - believing there must be many paths to God...
they strain to listen -to pass judgment on Pauls words - why are they to repent ? - he says v 31 becuz
God has fixed a day - on whch He will judge th world in righteous ness by a man He has appointed

- and of this He has given assurance to all -now they're listening intently bcuz they thought they had it
all figured out -what is this assurance we have missed ?? = & Paul delivers and of this judgment by His
appointed man - God has given assurance to all - by raising Him from the dead
now make no mistake - that is the pivotal point - the irrefutable truth that not only did Jesus create the
world, but became incarnate, one of us, to live a perfect life in order to die a perfect death to make
payment to our Holy God to redeem us from our sins - but God made sure there can be no mistake about
it all - JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD - HE LIVES today & forever - and becuz He lives - you too CAN
live!

if there are many ways to God, then why did Jesus come and die - & why did He rise again ?
that's why Easter is a package = chocolate covered cream filled delight = on Good Friday our
focus is on th cross
God has spoken
-CREATION God says I AM
I am here & I gave you life...& I keep my promises... INCARNATION Christ coming in th flesh - observe
Christmas = God says I AM I am with you - here in your life - as I promised = perhaps the most incredible of all miracles - GOD in the
flesh -& if this true the next two are quite believable... = the CRUCIFIXION of Christ, God says I AM & I
saved U from sin & death - as I promised... you cannot save yourselves but I am the perfect payment to
make you right with God.
RESURRECTION of Christ, God says I AM - I am always alive -& I give YOU new life, as I promised...turn
to me & be truly alive forever!
ALL these proclamations reveal eternal power holiness & grace o.God

 BIBLE MESSAGE - Hard to Believe: RESURRECTION ?
NEW LIFE in Christ = eternal life NOW & forever
Would Easter be Easter for U w.o chocolate rabbit or egg?
Perhaps you caught the news in January when Hersheys' chocolate company announced they
would no longer allow the import of British "Cadburys eggs" candy - they're made with real
cream while inferior US version is made with powdered milk = met w. consumer outrage...
one connossiuer tweeted - No more #Cadbury chocolate imports? Might as well have cancelled
Christmas & EASTER.
no worries - no matter wht pronouncements mankind makes, - tho Christ & Christianity & Easter
may seem under more attack thn ever before in our lifetime - EASTER is eternal - in God's plan,
crucifixion & resurrection = links of the same great climax of redemption which forever changes
human history... that's why its such GOOD NEWS - incredible, hard to believe good news becuz it almost seems too good to be true - but its so good it must be true... with the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, eternal life pierces everyday life - & if U receive Jesus thn YOUR life changes
too - past -present -future -to infinity & beynd
Good Friday looked at crucifixion in "hard to believe" sermon series - wraps up today w. look at
resurrection... "the state of theology" survey RC Sproul Ligonier Ministries... fascinating look at
confusing things Americans believe abt key truths of th Bible HANDOUT MAILBOX &TC...
interesting ~68% of Americns agree: Biblical accounts of the physical (bodily) resurrection of
Jesus are completely accurate. This event actually occurred -indeed resources affirm irrefutable
life-death-resurrection of Christ -one most compelling records in all ancient hist
& that's precisely WHY so many find it hard to believe - becuz the resurrection ramps up the
stakes of belief -to eternal levels... once you come face to face with the risen Christ you must
either receive Him or reject Him... there's no middle ground... it's a yes or no proposition -

but people waffle anyway - we see tht in other responses in th survey
most Americans believe in the resurrection -but- they're divided about WHO Jesus really is & the
nature of sin & salvation & eternity... bcuz its such good news - hard to believe - appears they
find it "hard to believe" that God saves sinners - thru th death & resurrection of Jesus. can't just
believe the truths - you must believe in Jesus, as LORD,
& this means your life cannot stay the same - everything changes...
you see for all the confusion in our minds about God & salvation, God has actually made it quite
clear - the Easter resurrection is one of great dramatic proclamations God has made -CREATION
God says I AM
I am here & I gave you life...& I keep my promises... INCARNATION Christ coming in th flesh
- observe Christmas = God says I AM I am with you - here in your life - as I promised = perhaps the most incredible of all miracles GOD in the flesh -& if this true the next two are quite believable... = the CRUCIFIXION of
Christ, God says I AM & I saved U from sin & death - as I promised... you cannot save
yourselves but I am the perfect payment to make you right with God.
RESURRECTION of Christ, God says I AM - I am always alive -& I give YOU new life, as I
promised...turn to me & be truly alive forever!
ALL these proclamations reveal eternal power holiness & grace o.God
Bible full of this good news - good example today is Acts 17.. (turn)
Apostle Paul in Athens, great cultural & intellectual center of empire
-& he is preaching about th resurrection - intrigued, th people bring him to the Areopagus - Mars
Hill - they asked to hear more about it
people today are just like the people in Athens that day, we are curious about life & death &
eternity - but prefer own philosophies. indeed children today being taught what philosophers call
"category errors" - in spite of Truth w.capT -children are taught today that morality is nothing
more than opinion - true for you but not for me - that's why more & more people find the truth of
Christ to be incomprehensible
chldrn/people increasingly unable to discern logical errors in thinking - don't get reasonable
understandng as well as God's revelation of Truth
indeed was like that in Paul's day - the Romans did not have a concept of God as CREATOR and
that's the 1st thing the Apostle appeals to bcuz to understand the remedy for our sin we must know our origins since only perfect holy Creator CAN accomplish our redemption =
uses object lesson at hand -v22 "Men of Athens I perceive that in every way you are very
religious - I even found an altar with this inscription "to the unknown god" - what therefore you
worshp as unknown this I proclaim to you - The God who made the world and everything in it"
just like people 2000 yrs ago today we ponder unknowable mysteries of the universe - more &
more people realize the "intelligent design" of all things - God's handiwork is undeniably evident
in everything indeed CREATION is God's 1st great proclamation to mankind...
from there the apostle moves thru his message - that GOD IS and we are created in His image so
we CAN know Him - & He has spoken
& thn v30 he delivers a provocative statement "God commands all people everywhere to repent,
-the people are on the edge of their seats - this Creator GOD has given a COMMAND for them
to repent - to turn TO Him... -they're listening bcuz the Areopagus was the place of the council or
court overseeing education morality & religion... people keenly interested in discovering &
living what perceived as truth
-a challenge in their pluralistic culture filled with numerous deities...
like today's culture - believing there must be many paths to God...

they strain to listen -to pass judgment on Pauls words - why are they to repent ? - he says v 31
becuz God has fixed a day - on whch He will judge th world in righteous ness by a man He has
appointed - and of this He has given assurance to all -now they're listening intently bcuz they
thought they had it all figured out -what is this assurance we have missed ?? = & Paul delivers
and of this judgment by His appointed man - God has given assurance to all - by raising Him
from the dead
now make no mistake - that is the pivotal point - the irrefutable truth that not only did Jesus
create the world, but became incarnate, one of us, to live a perfect life in order to die a perfect
death to make payment to our Holy God to redeem us from our sins - but God made sure there
can be no mistake about it all - JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD - HE LIVES today & forever and becuz He lives - you too CAN live!
if there are many ways to God, then why did Jesus come and die - & why did He rise again ?
that's why Easter is a package = chocolate covered cream filled delight = on Good Friday our
focus is on th cross
Rom 3:25 we are justifed by God's grace as a gift, thru th redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God put forward as a -payment- by His blood, to be received by faith. = on Easter our
focus in on the risen Christ =Rom 4:25 Jesus our Lord was delivered up for our trespasses and
raised up for our justification. = to make us right w. God forever
not only does Christ pay penalty for sin, He gives us His righteousness = what justifies us before
th holy God! - not just with a blank ledger, our sins erased, but with ALL THE CREDITS OF
CHRIST'S perfect righteousness !!! =Reformers called "the great exchange" - Christ taking our
sin - and giving us His righteousness - make us right w.God
DEMONSTRATE - black hymnal replaced w/ white hymnal
see w.just th crucifixion people still argue as GK Chesterton observed people regard it as "too
good to be true" - but w. resurrection every objection removed - U must either reject or receive
Christ that's why people ridicule the resurrection - they don't want to face the obvious undeniable
irrefutable evidence for all of Christ's claims to be TRUE
& when you receive Christ you become in UNION with Him in His death, burial, resurrection Rom 6:4 so that just as Christ ws raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
walk in newness of life and Rom 8:11 says this is becuz of the Holy Spirit - who raised Jesus
from the dead, who dwells in you to give U LIFE!
& Rom 10:9 says if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved - for everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will
be saved = the fantastic amazing grace GOOD NEWS about Easter - Jesus is alive - He paid
your penalty - and are not only free from sin but you have HIS LIFE in you - eternal life begins
the moment you receive Jesus as Savior and Lord - and this believing =
includes intellectual assent to facts about His incarnation/crucifixion/ resurrection - yes you must
intellectually believe - but this faith ALSO is "volitional" - you choose to declare Jesus as LORD
- you submit to Him & obey His command to repent & believe - AND this faith is also
experiential - as Scripture describes saving faith as involving your WHOLE PERSON believing
w/all your heart, mind, & will - in Jesus
& this miracle of faith changes everything - just as Jesus was raised to life, so you are raised to
new life in Christ - as U read Scriptures listed for this week you'll trace the truths of resurrection
- thru 1 Cor 15 that great chapter which is all about the reality of the resurrection of Christ &
how it means that all who receive Him also receive His resurrection life - look now 1cor15:55 I
tell you this, brothers: flesh & blood can
not inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I
tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the

twinkling of an eye, at th last trumpet. For th trumpet will sound, & th dead will be raised
imperishable, & we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, &
this mortal body must put on immortality. When th perishable puts on th imperishable, and the
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your
sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
HALLELUJAH - that's what talking about past few weeks = when you receive Christ as Lord &
Savior you receive His righteousness - your sins are paid for - and you also receive His life - you
are crucified with Christ and raised up with Christ so that you too are dead to sin and alive to
God - victory over sin in this life and victory over death in the next life - eternal LIFE in Jesus
from the moment you believe in Him which continues the moment He receives you into Heaven
- Hallelujah
and that's why you also have in your mailboxes & in your bulletins today THIS EASTER GIFT
- a practical application of these truths =
brief compilation - a tool for personal worship & renewing your mind in the truths of who you
ARE in Christ -& how that changes your life - to live by the power of the Holy Spirit so LIFE of
Christ lived out thru you - HIS VICTORY over sin & death lived out every day in your life - as
U get His truth in your minds - then U proclaim by life & your words to everyone around you
how they too can know this new life in Christ - who gives us the victory!
in Jesus EVERYTHING going to be all right - in this life & the next =
as U declare w. your mouth & believe in your heart - JESUS IS LORD = He is raised from the
dead - and YOU have HIS new life - now and forever more - victorious overcomers in Christ in the words of the video clip we reveiwed @ beginning of service Jesus is the Word of God - His messenger, the humble king, bread of life - rejected, abused,
mocked, bruised, pierced, crucified, = but nails could not hold Him, the cross could not finish
Him, the stone could not keep Him - death could not defeat Him - He is our ransom, redeemer,
deliverer, savior, mighty, glorious, holy, exalted - RISEN -He is risen !
HALLELUJAH - JESUS IS RISEN - HE IS RISEN INDEED
 PRAYER OF RESPONSE - OFFERING PRAYER
 CHILDRENS SPECIAL MUSIC ~ songs
THANK YOU children -teachers -praiseteam -& YOU for coming =
 BENEDICTION - 1 cor 15
becuz Jesus LIVES - we have victory. The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law bu they're swallowed up in victory. Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory thru our Lord
Jesus Christ. - Therefore, my beloved be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. - in name of F-S-H.S. - go in His
peace & in His RISEN POWER
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HARD TO BELIEVE - CRUCIFIXION ?
"Everyone is entitled to their own opinions - but not to their own facts." This truism resonates at Eastertime, doesn't it. Some say, what's up with these religious people who believe amazing things about
crucifixion and resurrection? But, what's up with all those other people who don't believe - or care?
DON'T CARE? Either you haven't bothered to get informed, or you haven't paid enough attention to see
the big deal for you. After all, there's work to be done, games, parties, videos, etc. Maybe you should reconsider. Read the gospel of John or Mark. You'll be gripped by the most unique life in all of human
history - who loved you enough to die. He didn't claim to be just a great teacher, He was the Son of God,
who came to die for sin. What will happen when you die without Jesus? Better think again!
DON'T BELIEVE? Then you believe something else. Unbelievers usually reject a caricature of what the
Bible actually teaches, consciously or subconsciously. Few have ever actually read the Bible themselves,
and remain uninformed. The historical evidence for the crucifixion of Jesus is one of the most compelling
records in all of ancient history. If you reject Jesus and His purpose for living and dying, it's not for lack of
evidence, but rather because you prefer to remain in your sins. Somehow, you believe you'll be ok when
you die. Better think again!
CHRISTIANITY - the founder Jesus Christ died so you can live free from the power of sin and in heaven
for ever. For generations, God had promised that the Messiah, the Christ, would come and pay for sin. In
Acts 2:21 Peter declared, "Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Pointing to
the crucifixion just 50 days earlier, he said "Therefore know for certain that God has made Him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." The people were convicted of their sin and asked,
"What shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
for the forgiveness of your sins." Baptism is a sign of repentance and repent means turn around. The
Bible calls you to believe, trust, put your faith in Jesus alone. Turn away from apathy and agnosticism and
atheism and arrogance - and turn to Jesus, and be rescued, before it's too late for you!
OTHER RELIGIONS might include "some" truth, but that does not make them true. Mohammed says "you
must die" if you reject his political-religious tenets. He claimed Jesus did not die on the cross. So you
must try to obey Islam in the off-chance your good deeds will outweigh your bad. Unless you die in jihad..
Hinduism points to various "eternal duties" which might lead to a good reincarnation and perhaps merger
with a supreme being. The "awakened one" of Buddhism says you should lead a good moral life and
develop understanding and wisdom. Maybe you'll become a god or be absorbed into nirvana nothingness.
Satan, the founder of Atheism and Secular Humanism, hisses "has God really said?" and rejects God's
revelation, while telling you to just "be your own authority" on all matters of life and death. Judaism points
to Abraham and Moses as fathers of faith. And the Bible says they were pointing to Jesus, the Savior.
"By works of the law no human being will be justified in His sight... for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a payment by His blood, to be received by faith." That's
from Romans 3:20-26 - the passage Martin Luther considered the pivotal principle in all of Scripture.
Once you've trusted Jesus, you find it hard to believe what so many do actually believe - that they must,
and can, somehow save themselves, against all reality and reason. Do you find it hard to believe that
ONLY the God who created you can fix your brokenness? The remedy for sin must be perfect to satisfy
His perfect holiness. Your efforts will never measure perfection. Only His Son, Jesus, the perfect GodMan, could pay the debt you owe, and erase your crimes, rebellion and enmity against God.
YOU DO BELIEVE? Our loving God gave His Son to rescue undeserving sinners, through the cross of
Christ. Because Jesus died AND rose from the dead, His work saves all who put their trust in Him
(Romans 4:22-25) - abundant life now and eternal life forever. More about this next week.
You are saved through repentance and faith in Jesus. And once saved, that's how you live too. Turning
from sin, believing in Jesus, receiving Him as your Lord and Savior - trusting in Him with all your heart
and mind and will - His blood washes away your sins. Repent, believe, be saved - and live saved !

use this for RESURRECTION = YOU DO BELIEVE? Then LIVE IT. Believing in Him brings forgiveness
of sins, abundant life on earth, and eternal life in Heaven. And as you live out what you believe, you are a
personal representative of Jesus to everyone around you. Tell them the good news about Good
Friday !

HARD TO BELIEVE - CRUCIFIXION ?
"Everyone is entitled to their own opinions - but not to their own facts." This truism resonates at Eastertime, doesn't it. Some say, what's up with these religious people who believe amazing things about
crucifixion and resurrection? But, what's up with all those other people who don't believe - or care?
DON'T CARE? Either you haven't bothered to get informed, or you haven't paid enough attention to see
the big deal for you. After all, there's work to be done, games, parties, videos, etc. Maybe you should reconsider. Read the gospel of John or Mark. You'll be gripped by the most unique life in all of human
history - who loved you enough to die. He didn't claim to be a great teacher, He claimed to be the Son of
God, who died for sin. What will happen when you die without Jesus? Better think again!
DON'T BELIEVE? Then you believe something else. Either you've consciously rejected what the Bible
teaches, or you've never actually read the Bible for yourself, or haven't bothered to get properly informed.
The historical evidence for the crucifixion is one of the most compelling records in all of ancient history. If
you reject Jesus and His purpose for living and dying, it's not for lack of evidence, but rather because you
prefer to remain in your sins. You believe you'll be ok when you die. Better think again!
CHRISTIANITY - the founder Jesus Christ died so you can live free from sin and in heaven for ever. For
thousands of years, God had promised the Messiah, the Christ, would come and pay for sin. In Acts 2:21
Peter declared, "Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Pointing to the
crucifixion just 50 days earlier, he said "Therefore know for certain that God has made Him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." The people were convicted of their sin and asked, "What
shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus for the
forgiveness of your sins." Baptism is a sign of repentance, but how can a sign save you apart from faith?
Scripture calls for your belief, trust, faith in Jesus. Repent means turn around. Turn away from apathy and
agnosticism and atheism and arrogance - and turn to Jesus, and be rescued, before it's too late for you!
OTHER RELIGIONS might include "some" truth, but that does not make them true. Mohammed says "you
must die" if you reject any of his political-religious tenets. He claimed someone other than Jesus died on
the cross. So you must try to obey Islam in the off-chance your good deeds will outweigh your bad.
Unless you die in "jihad" holy war against infidels who do not accept Islam's version of God. Hinduism
claims no founder but adherents point to various "eternal duties" which if you perform well you might
reincarnate in good forms and perhaps eventually merge with a supreme being. The "awakened one" of
Buddhism says you should lead a good moral life and develop understanding and wisdom. Perhaps you
may become a god or be absorbed into a great nothingness of nirvana. Atheism and Secular Humanism,
are founded by Satan who hisses "has God really said?" and leads you to reject God's revelation of
Himself while telling you to just be your own authority on all matters of life and death. Judaism points to
Abraham and Moses to say you must keep God's Laws or be damned. But the Bible says they were
actually pointing to Jesus, whose crucifixion paid for the sins of the world.
"By works of the law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the Law comes
the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the Law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it - the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction. For all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation (payment) by His blood, to be received by faith."
That's from Romans 3:20-26 - verses that Reformation-era scholar Martin Luther considered the pivotal
passage in all of Scripture. It proclaims HOPE for mankind - because Jesus died - AND rose from the
dead - to secure right standing with God for all who put their trust in Him (Romans 4:22-25). Believing in
Jesus, receiving His payment for your sin, declaring Him your Lord and Savior - trusting in Him with all
your heart and mind and will - His blood washes away your sins. Repent and believe and be saved!

YOU DO BELIEVE? Then LIVE IT. Believing in Him brings forgiveness of sins, abundant life on earth,
and eternal life in Heaven. And as you live out what you believe, you are a personal representative of
Jesus to everyone around you. Tell them the good news about Good Friday !

YOU DO BELIEVE? - must include this to be consistent in form and literary device above...!!!
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INTENTIONAL WITNESSES ?
Ever been a witness? It's simply someone who gives testimony of what he has seen and heard. Maybe
you've served as a witness for a contract between parties, or signed official documents to affirm identities
of persons involved. Maybe you've been a testifier in another legal sense - required to tell the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, about a matter before a court.
What does it mean to be a Christian witness? The word most translated as witness or testifier in the
Bible comes from the Greek word "martyr." That might have made your heart flutter. It soon became
associated with those who gave their lives for Christ. It certainly brings deeper meaning to the reality of
fellow Christians living in persecution today, such as throughout the Middle East in Muslim countries.
Maybe you don't want to read any further, because you don't want a guilt trip for not converting all your
family, friends, and neighbors? That's not it - the Holy Spirit does that! In its simplest sense, being a
Christian witness is - simply telling others what you know about how they too can know Christ.
And that's the job Jesus has given to every Christian. As He was ascending into heaven after His
resurrection, it was part of the Great Commission to "make disciples." In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, "You will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses."
"You WILL" - is a promise. Backed up with God's power! The life purpose of every believer is to make
other disciples of Jesus. That's why you don't go immediately to heaven when you trust in Christ. He has
a privileged purpose for you, a job for you to do here. Intentionally so.
Think about it. How did you become a Christian? Someone told you how to believe in Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior - the One who created you and paid the penalty for your sins and gives you His own new
resurrection life. As Romans 10:13 says "Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord (Jesus) will
be saved." Then verse 14 says "But how are they to call on Him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard?" Because God's plan is to bring
ever more people into His kingdom, by grace through faith in Christ, He provides the power and the plan
to do so. Verse 17 says "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ."
God simply expects you, once you have received new life in Christ, to testify about Him. Simply telling
others what you know about how they can know Christ. It's essential to growing in your faith. Philemon
1:6 says "I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every
good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ." The more you tell others, the better you understand
how to trust in Christ and all the blessings that come with believing in Jesus as Lord and Savior.
How do you start? Right where you are right now. Where you live, work, go to school, shop and play.
Trusting in the power of Christ within you to shine His light for all to see, and acknowledging Jesus as
Lord, through your thoughts, deeds, and especially your words. Living life under His Lordship will be
different from those around you, and they will want to know why. 1 Peter 3:15 says "in your hearts
honor the Lord as holy, always being prepared to give a reason for the hope that is in you, with
gentleness and respect." That's intentional living, always ready to be a willing witness for Jesus.
And there's more. The rest of Acts 1:8 says "you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." Fascinating! Jesus says, "you're a missionary right here.
Start telling others about Me right in your home town, your school district, then county, state, nation - and
the whole world!" That's why churches spread the Gospel in their own region, plus support and cooperate
with missionary partners around the world. We aim to plant new churches, both nearby and far away.
The rest of the book of Acts chronicles how the disciples worked to do just as Jesus commands. It has 28
chapters. The last verse says the Apostle Paul was "proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching
about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance." Since Jesus gave you the
same task, you get to write "chapter 29" as YOU share Christ with those around you. Let's get intentional
about it, before we are hindered. We have His power and His promise. Let's witness!
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PATRICK'S PATTERN ?
Should all Christians celebrate St. Patrick? He represents one of the great heroes of the Christian faith.
Many consider him second only to the Apostle Paul in terms of courage, faith and accomplishment.
His life and message brings great hope to those who live in troubled times. Patrick confronted a world of
warfare, brutality, witchcraft, human sacrifice and sex slavery. And then he changed the world.
Patrick was born into an important family in a small Celtic village not far from today's Glasgow, Scotland,
away in northern reaches of the Roman Empire at the end of the 4th century. His father was a magistrate
and leader in the Christian church. His grandfather likewise was a church elder. Patrick spurned the
church in his early years, considering himself a near-atheist. But his life changed dramatically when at
age 16, he was captured with hundreds of others by marauding slave traders from Ireland.
In those days, when Ireland appeared on maps it often carried the notation "here be monsters." Druid
lords of Ireland practiced a culture of death. They drank from skulls of their enemies, and decorated their
gear with shrunken heads. One of their pagan rituals involved a giant wicker cage in the form of a man,
which was stuffed with enemies, rivals, runaway slaves, even children. Then it was set on fire. In this dark
barbaric world the abducted youth began a new life caring for sheep in the north of Ireland. Without
adequate clothing and food, Patrick barely survived, little more than a sheep himself. But something
thrived - his soul. He prayed, over a hundred times a day. God was merciful, and Patrick describes his
radical conversion to sincere saving faith in the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Enduring numerous hardships, his fellow slaves called him "holy boy." Patrick writes that at age 22 he
heard God's voice telling him "your ship is ready." Remarkably, he made his way to the coast and soon
rejoined his family in Britain. In due time, Patrick writes, he heard Irish voices pleading, "please, holy boy,
come and walk among us again." After much difficulty, and selling his noble title, Patrick and twelve
friends sailed for Ireland in 435. He was determined to bring the freedom of the Gospel to the nearly
stone-age people who had enslaved him years before, and who still resisted Christ.
Patrick's beautiful hymn says, “I bind to myself today, the power of God to guide me, the shield of God to
shelter me; Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ within me, Christ beneath me,
Christ above me; Christ is salvation; with us ever be Thy salvation, 0 Lord !" With only God's armor,
Patrick and his companions brought Christ's light to a dark land. The good news of God's forgiveness in
Christ turned the people to Him and away from pagan gods and rituals of death. In repentance and faith,
they embraced the one true God who loved them enough to send His own Son to die for their sins.
Patrick writes, "Before, I was humiliated, I was like a stone that lies in deep mud, but He who is mighty
came and in His compassion, raised me up and placed me on top of the wall." Patrick baptized more than
120,000 people and established 300 churches. Over his 30-year ministry, he and his followers set up
schools and trained thousands of ministers. Their great work included preserving and copying the Bible
and other important ancient documents. On the European continent, barbarians were burning books as
they looted the fallen Roman Empire. Historical author Thomas Cahill notes, "Without the mission of the
Irish monks, who single-handedly re-founded European Civilization throughout the continent...the world
that came after them would have been an entirely different one."
Patrick introduced Ireland to the Bible and "The Book of the Law of Moses" which applied Scripture to
every aspect of Irish society. Its transformation included ending slave and sex trafficking. The imprint of
God's Word also traces through the Magna Carta, English Common Law, the Mayflower Compact, and
the Declaration of Independence. Numerous nations have been transformed, without warfare, by the
liberating truth of God's Word and faith in Christ. And the Gospel that transformed the Irish pagans from
their beheading ways can do the same for anyone today who does not yet call Jesus Lord - including
barbarians enslaved in a culture of death, suicide, genocide, sex slavery, beheading, and more.
World History Institute historian Marshall Foster notes that just as Christian civilization turned back the
onslaught of marching Muslims intent on dominating Europe five centuries ago, we can do so today. It
may involve defensive arms, but it will certainly require the prayer and missionary determination which
fired Patrick. And as stated by Reformation theologian John Calvin, "Until the church finds the will and
heart to reach the Muslims with the Gospel we shall always be at peril."

Did you celebrate St. Patrick's day? All Christians should - though perhaps not in quite the same way the
world often celebrates his. Patrick represents one of the great heroes of the Christian faith. Many
consider him second only to the Apostle Paul in terms of his courage and faith and accomplishments.
His life and message brings great hope to those who live in troubled times, as we do today. Because
Patrick also confronted a world of warfare, brutality, witchcraft, human sacrifice, and sex slavery. In the
midst of all this, he was radically converted to saving faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. And then
he changed the world.
Patrick was born into an important family in a small Celtic village not far from today's Glasgow, Scotland,
away in the northern reaches of the Roman Empire at the end of the 4th century. His father was a
magistrate and a leader in the Christian church. His grandfather likewise was a church elder. He spurned
the church in his early years, considering himself a near-athiest.
But his life changed dramatically when at the age of 16 Patrick was captured along with hundreds of
others by marauding slave traders from Ireland. In those days, Ireland was relatively unmapped, and
when it appeared on maps it often carried the notation "here be monsters."
The Druid lords of Ireland practiced a culture of death. They drank from the skulls of their enemies. They
decorated their gear with shrunken heads. One of their pagan rituals involved constructing a giant wicker
cage in the form of a man, which was then stuffed with enemies, rivals, runaway slaves, even children.
Then it was set on fire.
It was into this world the abducted youth began a new life caring for sheep in the northern part of Ireland.
Without adequate clothing and food, he barely survived the six years he suffered as barely more than a
sheep himself. But something thrived - his soul. His writings recount how he prayed, over a hundred times
a day. God was merciful to him, and he describes his radical conversion to a sincere and saving faith in
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
He endured numerous hardships, and earned the nickname "holy boy" from his fellow slaves. At age 22
Patrick writes that he heard God's voice telling him "your ship is ready." Remarkably, he made his way
back to the seacoast and found a ship. After initially rejecting him, the crew finally let him board. He
rejoined his family in Britain. In due time, God spoke again, as he says heard Irish voices pleading,
"please, holy boy, come and walk among us again."
After much difficulty and years of preparation, and selling his noble title, Patrick sailed for Ireland in 435.
With twelve friends in three small boats, He was determined to bring the freedom of the Gospel to the
nearly stone-age people who had enslaved him years before.
Armed only with God's protection, Patrick and his companions brought the light of Christ to a dark land.
His courage and faith drove them to proclaim the good news of God's forgiveness in Christ. And people
responded, turning to Christ and turning away from their pagan gods and rituals of death. They realized
that the one true God loved them enough to send His own Son to die for their sins.
Patrick baptized more than 120,000 people and established 300 churches. He and his followers set up
schools and trained thousands of ministers. Their great work included preserving and copying the Bible
and other important ancient documents. On the European continent, barbarians were burning books as
they looted the fallen Roman Empire. Historical author Thomas Cahill notes "Without the mission of the
Irish monks, who single-handedly re-founded European Civilization throughout the continent...the world
that came after them would have been an entirely different one."
Patrick introduced the Irish to the Bible and the Liber "The Book of the Law of Moses" which applied
Scripture to every aspect of Irish society. You can trace the imprint of God's Word to the Magna Carta,
English Common Law, the Mayflower Compact, and the Declaration of Independence. Numerous nations

have been transformed, without warfare, by the liberating truth of God's Word and faith in Christ. But it
remains to be seen how the Biblical liberties which founded America will set more of the world free.
The gospel that transformed the Irish pagans from their beheading ways can do the same for anyone
today who does not yet call Jesus Lord, including barbarians enslaved in a culture of death, suicide,
genocide, sex slavery and more.
Just as Christian civilization turned back the onslaught of marching Muslims intent on dominating Europe
five centuries ago, we can do so today. It may require arms, but it will certainly require prayer and
missionary determination which fired Patrick. As stated by Reformation theologian John Calvin, "Until the
church finds the will and heart to reach the Muslims with the Gospel we shall always be at peril."

As a young Roman citizen he was captured by Irish raiders and became their slave for six years. He escaped and later in life returned to
Ireland. Through his missionary work, he changed the barbarian culture. As historian Thomas Cahill points out, Ireland ended the slave trade
during his life time or shortly thereafter.
Nerys Patterson of Harvard Law School and Orlando Patterson of Harvard University wrote in the New York Times that Patrick opposed slavery
in writing on behalf of the victims of slavery - "especially women captured for sexual exploitation."
The issue of slavery is still relevant today. The FBI's website on human trafficking states: "It's sad but true: here in this country, people are
being bought, sold, and smuggled like modern-day slaves."
The FBI reports that between 2009 and 2012 its human trafficking cases increased from 167 cases to 459 cases. An increase of 275 percent!
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INTENTIONAL INVESTING ?
God doesn't want your money. Glad to hear that? Thing is, you don't have your money. You have God's
money. And what you do with it speaks volumes on what you really think about God.
The pastor began a sermon by inviting everyone to take out their wallets and examine what is written on
their currency - "In God We Trust" - imprinted on U.S. coins since 1864. He then asked the congregation
if they truly believed it - and invited the ushers to come and collect what God had entrusted to them, since
their money was already out of their wallets.
If you truly trust in God, wouldn't you want to do what He wants you to do with what He entrusts to you?
That's what it means to be a "steward" - you take care of someone else's property. Stewardship involves
intentional thinking - acknowledging that everything belongs to God. It involves intentional living - how all
our earning and spending and saving reflects our relationship to Him. It involves intentional giving because Jesus said "it is more blessed to give than to receive." And it involves intentional investing putting resources to work so they gain the greatest return.
Every time money changes hands, whether or not imprinted with "In God We Trust" and whether or not
the exchangers believe it, the exchange echoes the reality that God owns everything. The Bible declares
God as Creator, with prior claim on everyone and everything that exists. 1 Chronicles 29:11 says, "O
LORD, all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours... both riches and honor come from You,
and You rule over all." In Haggai 2:8 God claims all the silver and gold and treasures of the nations. In
Psalm 24:1 and 50:9 God claims every person, every creature, every thing.
In Matthew 6 Jesus says God cares for birds and flowers, so how much more does He care for the needs
of mankind, since we are created in His own image! He says, "do not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven. For where your treasure is, there will be your heart also."
Did you know copper wire was invented by two old-timers over in Sioux County who wouldn't let go of a
penny? Maybe not, but we understand being tight-fisted. Especially when it comes to the collection plate
at church. But it's not about your MONEY, it's about your HEART. God asks you to invest it.
And when you give to God, you're not giving Him your money, but HIS treasures, including the time and
talents He entrusts to you. You're really giving Him your heart. If your checkbook was examined in a court
of law, would there be enough evidence to convict you of being a Christian? It reflects your heart.
And it tests your heart. Listen to 2 Corinthians 9:8 "God is able to make all grace abound to you, so
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work." If you
really believed this, what would it look like in your life? Those words come in the context of giving to God
cheerfully, not reluctantly or under compulsion - generous, sacrificial, consistent, regular giving.
It's a law of nature - whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. God promises those who give to
Him will be enriched in every way - not for YOUR pleasure, but for HIS purpose, so you can be generous.
And this will show you are living out the Gospel of God's grace in your own life. You TRUST Him to
provide for your needs (not wants), with enough over and above to give to others.
Someone has said that we live three times: once here on earth, forever in eternity, and also in the hearts
and minds of the generations after us. That's one reason "In God We Trust" was first imprinted on our
coins. Since gold and silver survive the ages, it will provide evidence to succeeding peoples that we were
a people who knew God. So how are you doing with being a steward of God's stuff?
Only people last forever, either in heaven or in hell. That's why the best way to "lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven" involves investing in people. Specifically, in God's kingdom work - which is all
about bringing more people into His kingdom, who will live forever with Him.
Stewardship is about the Lordship of Christ. It's about living out the Gospel, doing everything in Jesus'
name and for His eternal glory. If He has your heart, He has your treasure too. Happy investing!

It's a law of nature - whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. God promises those who give to
Him will be enriched in every way - not for your pleasure, but for His purpose, so you can be generous,
and this will show you are living out the Gospel of God's grace in your own life.
Someone has said that we "live" three times: once here on earth, forever in eternity, and also in the
hearts and minds of the generations after us. That's one reason "In God We Trust" was first imprinted on
our coins. Since gold and silver survive the ages, how else might succeeding peoples know we were a
people who knew God.
However, only people last forever, either in heaven or in hell. That's why the best way to "lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven" involves investing in people. Specifically, in God's kingdom work of
bringing more people into His kingdom, who will live forever with Him.
So how are you doing with being a steward of God's stuff? Stewardship is lordship. It's really about living
out the Gospel, doing everything in Jesus' name and for His eternal glory. Happy giving!
ONLY PEOP{LE LAST FOREVER

Proverbs 3 says Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be
not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your
flesh and refreshment to your bones. Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the
firstfruits of all your produce... for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son
in whom he delights
So managing the resources that God entrusts to us involves sound thinking - recognizing that all we are
and have belongs to God. It involves sound living
Intentional thinking...living ((earning, spending, saving, etc))...giving ... investing (legacy)...

Interest of time = not able to go through all the points this morning
- sound thinking = how all that we are & have belongs to God...
- sound living = understanding stewardship = lordship & obedience...
- sound giving = cheerfully doing what God entrusts to us to do = give!
- sound investing = realizing that we live three times... think about it = 1-once here on earth, & 2on into eternity, but also 3-in the hearts & minds of the generations which come after us... will
they see "In God we Trust" as a driving force of our lives?

That's because God is the owner of everything. When you open your heart and your wallet, you release
what belongs to God, not you. So the "credit" Paul talks about here is what Jesus in Matthew 6:19 calls
"laying up for yourselves treasures in heaven." That's not some kind of credit that earns salvation.
You are saved only by the work of Christ in paying for your sins. That's the root of faith. The fruit of faith is
expressed in trusting God to provide your every need, and generously sharing God's grace with others.
In other letters, Paul expresses the wisdom of giving regularly, the first day of every week. He talks about
cheerful, generous, sacrificial, consistent giving. It's an expression of trusting God to provide. In 2
Corinthians 9:8, Paul affirms, "GOD is able to make ALL grace abound to you, so that having ALL
sufficiency in ALL things at ALL times, you may abound in EVERY good work."
First, to trust Him. Someone has asked, if you checkbook was examined in a court of law, would there be
enough evidence to convict you for being a Christian?
INTENTIONAL STEWARD-SHIP - call it INTENTIONAL INVESTING ??? instead ??? = limited

God doesn't want your money. Glad to hear that? Thing is, you don't have your money. You have God's
money. And what you do with it speaks volumes on what you really think about God.
A pastor began his sermon by inviting everyone to take out their wallets and examine what is written on
their currency - "In God We Trust." The phrase comes from Psalm 20:7 which says "some trust in chariots
and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God." Imprinting that phrase on our coins
began during the War Between The States, as a reflection of the growing national awareness of Almighty
God. It withstands every court case brought against it.
The pastor asked the congregation if they truly believed "In God We Trust" - then invited the ushers to
come and collect all the money that God had entrusted to them, which was already out of their wallets.
So what does God want us to do with what He entrusts to us? If truly trust in God, we acknowledge Him
as owner of all things, with us as His managers.
Every time money exchanges hands, whether or not it is imprinted with "In God We Trust" and whether or
not the exchangees believe it, the exchange echoes the reality that God owns everything. The Bible
declares God as Creator, with prior claim on everyone and everything that exists. Haggai 2:8 says "the
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts" as He claims the treasures of all the
nations. Psalm 24:1 says "the earth is the LORD's and the fulness thereof, the world and those who dwell
therein." Psalm 50:9 says "every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills, all birds, and
all that moves in the field is mine." In Matthew 6 Jesus said God cares for the needs of birds and flowers,
so how much more does He care for the needs of mankind, since we are created in His own image.
In Matthew 6:19 Jesus said, "do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven. For where
your treasure is, there will be your heart also."
So when you give to God, you're not giving Him your money, but His treasures, along with your time and
talents - all you have to give. And you're really giving Him your heart. Someone has asked, if you
checkbook was examined in a court of law, would there be enough evidence to convict you for being a
Christian? Your checkbook, your giving, reflects your heart.
Someone has said that we "live" three times: once here on earth, forever in eternity, and also in the
hearts and minds of the generations which come after us. So managing the resources that God entrusts
to us involves sound thinking - recognizing that all we are and have belongs to God. It involves sound
living
Intentional thinking...living ((earning, spending, saving, etc))...giving ... investing (legacy)...
God. It withstands every court challenge against it. The pastor then asked the congregation if they truly
believed "In God We Trust" - and since their money was already out of their wallets, he asked the ushers
to come and collect what God had entrusted to them.
Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all
you people of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, according to the covenant
that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. For thus says the LORD of
hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all
nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. The
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. (Haggai 2:4-8 ESV)

Interest of time = not able to go through all the points this morning
- sound thinking = how all that we are & have belongs to God...
- sound living = understanding stewardship = lordship & obedience...
- sound giving = cheerfully doing what God entrusts to us to do = give!
- sound investing = realizing that we live three times... think about it = 1-once here on earth, & 2on into eternity, but also 3-in the hearts & minds of the generations which come after us... will
they see "In God we Trust" as a driving force of our lives?
= bottom of back of card

What does this mean to you?

Look at any U.S. currency and you'll see "In God We Trust." That started during the War Between The
States as a reflection of the growing national awareness of Almighty God. It withstands every court case
brought against it.
What does this mean to you?
God designed the world to work, to function, to be a sustainable creation.

2Cor9 each one must give as he has decided in his heart not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. You will be enriched
in every way to be generous in every way, because of your submission that comes from your
confession of the gospel of Christ, & the generosity of your contribution for them & for all others,
while they long for you & pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you.
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! - 2Cor9
BIBLE MESSAGE - Intentional Stewardship: In God we Trust
SONG OF RESPONSE
- then Invite=coffee /refreshments & dvd
plz stay for "Attributes of God" - what is God like & how it makes such a big difference in your
life... inspiring & uplifting...
BENEDICTION
To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of His calling and may
fulfill every resolve for good
and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you,
and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thess 1:11-12)
- name of F-S-HS - go & give in His peace & in His power**record*
"In God We Trust" - where have you heard that before...? What does it mean - & do you mean it
when you say it...? Here we are in 2015 and resuming our series on the "Blueprint of the Church"
series on God's design & purpose & providence for the church... (apologies to guests)
And we want to make this as practical and brief as possible, beginning with an object lesson.
Please take out your wallet. Now take out all the money and look at it. What's written on $1 bills?
$5s?? $10s? $100s? "In GOD we trust"... appeared on our coins during the War Between the
States as a reflection of growing religious expression... still there
today and various courts continue to strike down athiest objections...
Psalm 20: Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we
trust in the name of the LORD our God.
"In God we trust" =but I wonder, do YOU believe it...? why...? how ?
- look at clock - in the interest of time we could make this quite short
= as long as all your money is out = ushers please come forward!
Please turn your attention to the CARD you received in your mailbox today - Scriptural Prayers
for Your Finances - a helpful compendium of teaching from God's Word about this practical
subject... a resource that we expect you to utilize very carefully and prayerfully - as you read the
Scriptures and consider your response in prayer & trust-obey
ALSO - survey in mailbox - appreciate to turn in today/this week

Interest of time = not able to go through all the points this morning
- sound thinking = how all that we are & have belongs to God...
- sound living = understanding stewardship = lordship & obedience...
- sound giving = cheerfully doing what God entrusts to us to do = give!
- sound investing = realizing that we live three times... think about it = 1-once here on earth, & 2on into eternity, but also 3-in the hearts & minds of the generations which come after us... will
they see "In God we Trust" as a driving force of our lives?
= bottom of back of card
INVESTING - carries with it the explicit idea of expecting a return in the future... let's examine
some aspects and consider our own lives...
spending = yes this is required for making an investment = parting with resources so they can
be utilized... some people are so tight they squeak when they breathe... do you know how copper
wire invented ? two old-timers over in Sioux Co. were arguing over a penny & neither would let
go... "investing" spending means with view to the long term, not immediate gratification or the
cheapest means, but the "optimal"...
In 1 Chron 29 11 - the prayer for the offerings for construction of the
temple, it says Yours, O LORD, is the greatness & the power & the glory & the victory & the
majesty, for all that is in the heavens & in the earth is yours... Both riches & honor come from
you, & you rule over all..& now we thank you, our God, & praise your glorious name
Proverbs 3 says Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be
not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your
flesh and refreshment to your bones. Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the
firstfruits of all your produce... for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son
in whom he delights.
1 Cor 10:31 says, whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
All that we are and have comes from God, and belongs to God, and it all exists for God's
purposes... not yours... in God we trust...
As you consider this, would you join me in praying this PRAYER = Heavenly Father, Because
everything I have is Yours, I will seek to Your glory in every financial decision... specifically, I
consult You, through Your Word and in prayer, for these decisions:___ so that whatever I do, I
do it all to the glory of God, in Jesus name
Saving = laying aside for the future...(see this big $100 bill... you can see I've saved Big money
@ menards")... Proverbs 6:6 says Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise.
Without having any chief, officer, or ruler, she prepares her bread in summer and gathers her
food in harvest. How long will you lie there, O sluggard?
There is great wisdom in percentages, and laying aside at least 10%
or more provides a return on investment for things you wait for...
- and can leave a legacy of faith for the next generations...
PRAYER = Lord God, just as the ant prepares for the future, I will put aside money for future
expenditures that will honor You, including ___ = & all these things that You bring to mind just
now... so that whatever I do, I do it all to the glory of God, in Jesus name, Amen!
Risk-taking = Jesus said in Luke 14:28 which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first
sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man
began to build and was not able to finish.’happens to people, churches, corporations,
communities...who fail to plan...

In the parable of the ten talents, Matthew 25:24 the Master rebukes the servant who only buried
it & gained no profit from his investment.
God has entrusted you with many resources and treasures and He expects a return on His
investment... this requires risk-taking, doing your homework, then stepping out in faith,
managing risk & returns.
PRAYER = My Master, are there areas in which You want me to take obedient risks with the
wealth You have entrusted to me, in order to bring a return that will serve You and Your
kingdom? as I prayerfully consider these things I pray that I will be obedient to Your leading, so
that whatever I do, I do it all to the glory of God, in Jesus name...
Treasures in heaven = Jesus said in Matt 6:19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Jesus said = more
blessed to give than to receive
Living as tho this world is all there is contradicts the Gospel of Christ. Eternal life necessarily
extends beyond this one, & only what we do for the Kingdom of God will endure thru the next
life. This means giving generously and cheerfully to God's work in this life. Mal 3
Statistics show Christians tend to give only 2.5% of income per capita about same as 80% of all
other Americans - yet people who tithe - who give 10% of income - have less debt and report
being happier overall... = think of all that will be gained from storing up treasures in heaven... Do
you trust in God to provide for you, in order that you can give?
PRAYER = Heavenly Father, I gladly store up for myself treasures in heaven, where nothing
can destroy them or take them away. I choose to shift the focus of my heart from earthly
possessions toward heaven, where my home and my lasting treasure are -- with You -- so that
whatever I do here on earth, I do it all to the glory of God, in Jesus'
Investing in people = only people last forever. Nothing else in this world does or will. So as
you enter a new year, resolve now to invest in people - people who are transformed by the gospel
of Jesus Christ, and who are making disciples of His. This involves many things, including
providing employment &tc...especially missionary enterprise
The Apostle Paul opened his letter to the Philippians in 1:5 I thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy,
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this,
that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
(Philippians 1:3-6 ESV)
and he closed the letter this way, in 4:15 - And you Philippians yourselves know that in the
beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in
giving and receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs
once and again... a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.
= The same sort of thing Riverside has done with Genesis Church, and we look forward to the
18th when the Noriegas come and report... that's why we invest our treasures in our missionary
partners...
God hasn't given us only treasures, He has also given time & talents - and these too belong to
Him... gifts that we give back...DO YOU...?
we invest our time and talents and treasures - especially for people alongside us... in our local
ministries - Awana, FCA, The Bridge, the bike park, visiting the nursing homes, taking food to
shut-ins, giving rides to people to bring them to church, meeting with others to pray & read the

Bible... the list goes on... are YOU doing any of these things? How DO you invest in others for
Christ ?
PRAYER = Lord God, how can I most effectively invest my worldly wealth in people, so that
when it is gone and this life is over, they might join me in heaven? As we consider your great
provision for us, our life and breath and all you supply, treasures and time and talents, we
relinquish our "owner mentality" and pray that we will be diligent to use them all for your
kingdom and your glory, and as we present to You now our tithes & offerings we declare IN
GOD WE TRUST = as Your holy Word promises = And my God will supply every need of yours
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever and
ever. Amen.
God doesn't want your money. Glad to hear that? Thing is, you don't have your money. You have God's
money. And what you do with it says what you really think about God.
God is just a concept. Yeah, right. Says who? Philosophers know that if anything at all exists, there must
be some thing somewhere that has the power of self-existence, apart from anything that we can examine.
God exists, and He created you and all things, and therefore has prior claim over you and everything else.
So what you do with what He created, and allows you to "manage" reflects your relationship to Him.
Is God your sugar-daddy? He exists to give you what you want, to do with whatever you want, whenever.
Ok,
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INTENTIONAL WORSHIP - DEUX
Many people today consider "worship" an archaic and optional concept - only if and when you feel like it.
Is that because it so obviously humbles you? Indeed, the word comes from the Old English "worth-ship"
and points to the worthiness of God. God IS. Therefore God is worthy of your worship. Intentionally.
But countless people who do acknowledge His existence do not worship Him. Worship puts God above
you. Many respond like Adam and Eve, newly aware of their humble state, in futility trying to hide from
God's presence. Bowing before the eternally holy, all-powerful, all-knowing Creator reminds you of your
human humiliation. You rightly fear the awe-ful majesty and perfection of the One who created you and
will one day judge you against His own pure holiness. And that's precisely WHY you must worship God.
Psalm 100 is a good place to begin - "Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD
with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who
made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with
thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! For the LORD is
good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations."
LORD in all-capital letters in your Bible refers to the personal proper name of God. The Hebrew letters
YWHW translate as Jehovah some 6,000 times in the Old Testament. Ancient Jews held God in such
high regard they would not breathe His proper name, so LORD becomes His acceptable address.
Worship involves doing, saying, thinking - actions, articulations, attitudes - all appropriate to the
awesomeness of Him you address. It involves your whole being - mind and heart and will. We come with
prayer and praise, singing with gladness. God accepts joyful bleating noise, not requiring professional
perfection of audiophile precision. We each come just as we are, as best we are able, simply because He
IS God. He made us, and we are His. This challenges the deluded "authority of self" and arrogance of
atheism and audacity of agnosticism, which says "there's not enough evidence for God."
He invites all the earth - everyone - to worship Him. Every person of every people group in all places and
all times. He accepts the acknowledgement of mere humans - who are as sheep in His sight but created
in His own image - with the ability to know Him and live in relationship with Him. Romans 1:18 says "what
can be known about God is plain to them because God has shown it to them. For His invisible
attributes, namely His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse."
Romans 1 says those who "suppress the truth" in unrighteousness "did not honor Him as God or give
thanks to Him." In futility, "claiming to be wise they became fools." We see the opposite in Psalm 100,
what Scripture calls "the obedience of faith" as people rightly respond to God's invitation.
Don't let sin keep you from coming to God - rather, come to Him BECAUSE of your sin. He will heal you.
Stubborn sheep, abandon your fears and doubts, and trust the Great Shepherd. If only all who turn away
from God would simply turn to Him, they too would know the life-transforming goodness and faithfulness
of God in Psalm 100. Intentional worship of the One who is worthy.
Because the Good Shepherd never gives up. He has come to seek and to save lost sheep in all
generations. He even became the Lamb of God, to give His life to pay the penalty for sin. And when you
are re-born with His resurrection life, you receive His grace, by trusting in Him as your Lord and Savior.
You are welcomed into His fold, His gates, His courts, with His everlasting loving grace.
Will you respond with thoughts, words, deeds - worship with heart, mind, will - to the One who is worthy,
who gave His life for you? Come and give your life to Him, as "living sacrifices" of Romans 12 and 1
Peter 2. Because if His new life flows through yours, you know Him and His purpose for you.
So worship is intentional. Worship is 24-7. Because now you live life for Him - Who alone is worthy of your worship, now and forever!
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INTENTIONAL WORSHIP
Do some Sundays seem like the most difficult day of the week? That's the day you just can't seem to get
your motor going. But somehow you can give immediate attention to the slightest complaint about how
you feel or what the weather might do or tackling what you've already put off all weekend.
Maybe what we're thinking about Sunday - and church - is just plain wrong. When you think of church in
terms of what you can get out of it, you're already on the wrong track. Here are some common ways
people avoid church.
SHOWING UP ? - This attitude says, "I don't feel like it." Or "I have to be there so people won't think less
of me" or maybe "so people will think more of me" for how good I look or how I contribute to the service.
Therefore, it would be more humble to stay home, today at least. Especially since so many of those other
people who will be at church think they're better than me, anyway. Hmm. Your excuses don't have to
make sense - they just have to keep you home.
A variant on this attitude says you've already been to church "a lot" this year, so it would be okay to miss
today. Lots of people who claim to be church-goers only attend once a month, if that. That's not a lot.
HOME ALONE ? - This syndrome may be the most common - and most mis-guided - excuse. It goes like,
"one doesn't have to go to church to be a Christian" so it's okay to stay home. God is omnipresent, so I
can meet with Him here. And lots of people prefer "Bedside Baptist" with "Reverend Sheets" to whatever
is going on down the street. Or maybe you figure that TV preacher might be good today and they won't
miss me at church anyway. By the time you get coffee made and the paper read, you've had a nap and
it's time for lunch. Oh well. You didn't "feel like" going to church anyway.
A variant on this one says the church is full of hypocrites anyway. Of course, except for all the hypocrites
who aren't in church. You probably have even better excuses than these, but you get the idea. But you
don't find Lone Ranger believers in the Bible. What is God's idea about church?
Psalm 100 gets us in the right frame of mind. "Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve
the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! Know that the LORD, He is God! It is
He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates
with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! For the LORD is
good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations."
Come and worship even when you don't feel like it - and soon you will feel like it. Go to church, not for
what you get - but what you give. Give yourself to God - and you will receive His blessings.
The entire Bible presents a clear emphasis on God's people gathering together often. Jesus said in John
10:27, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." In the same chapter he talks
about bringing all His sheep together into one fold with one shepherd. And in John 17 Jesus prayed for
the unity of His sheep, their protection, and the work of God's word in their lives. YOU need others!
If you are part of God's flock, you will gather with the rest of the sheep. That's echoed in Hebrews 10:25,
"not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some." The context is drawing near to God with a
true heart, in faith, and considering how to encourage one another to trust the Lord and live for Him.
And as in Psalm 100 - what about the next generation? If you make your personal convenience or
comfort your guide, how will the next generation know the Lord's voice - let alone follow Him?
It's not the season for grilling, but think for a moment about toasty warm charcoal briquettes in a grill.
Now slide one coal away from the others. What happens? It's warmth goes out. That's you, when you
stay away from church. Your faith fades. So does the faith of others, without your encouragement.
Being a Christian is not about showing up and soaking up - it's about growing up. So get to it.
Intentional worship - that's a good plan. God gives you a good blueprint. See you in church!

Romans 1 says those who "suppress the truth" in unrighteousness "did not honor Him as God or give
thanks to Him." And "claiming to be wise they became fools." We see the opposite in Psalm 100.
Here we see what Scripture calls "the obedience of faith" as people respond to God's invitation.
hiding rather than risking His presence.

And so you respond with thoughts, words and deeds of praise and thanksgiving - worship - to the One
who is worthy, who gave His life for you. You come to give your life to Him, as Romans 12:1-2 and 1
Peter 2:10
And in Romans 12:1-2 and 1 Peter 2:1-10 He invites you to give Him your life as a living sacrifice. Then
His life flows through yours, so that you know Him and His purpose for You, so you can live your life for
Him - Who alone is worthy of your worship, now and forever.

This attitude of trust is part of what Jesus said in John 4:24 - that those who worship God must worship in
spirit and in truth.

We see several truths when we examine this passage.
Don't let sin keep you from coming to God - rather, come to Him BECAUSE of your sin. He can heal you.
If only those who turn away from God would simply turn to Him, in repentance and faith! Stubborn sheep,
abandon your fears and doubts, and trust the Great Shepherd.
Then you would know the goodness and faithfulness of God in Psalm 100. This attitude of trust is part of
what Jesus said in John 4:24 - that those who worship God must worship in spirit and in truth.
Because your Great Shepherd IS good - with steadfast love He has come to seek and to save the lost
sheep in all generations. And when you receive His grace, by trusting in Him as Lord and Savior, you are
welcomed into His fold, His gates, His courts, with everlasting love and faithfulness.
And so you respond with thoughts, words and deeds of praise and thanksgiving - worship - to the One
who is worthy, who gave His life for you. And Who in Romans 12:1-2 and 1 Peter 2:1-10 invites you to
give Him your life as a living sacrifice. Then His life flows through yours, so that you know Him and His
purpose for You, so you can live your life for Him - Who alone is worthy of your worship, now and forever.

Don't let sin keep you from coming to God - rather, it is because of your sin that you must come to Him.
Here we see what Scripture calls "the obedience of faith" as people respond to the invitation and
command of God to come before Him, and bless His name.

For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations."

= Jesus in John 4:24 told the Samaritan woman that God is spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in Spirit and in truth = and I who am speaking to you am HE" = the Christ, the
Way, the Truth and the Life = GOD is not corporeal, we can't point to a location or gps
coordinates or a physical thing and say "there is God" - and so worship in Spirit means in the
Holy Spirit... willing worship, not ritual going thru the motions... but with hearts & minds fully
engaged... and guided by God's Word of truth, not by traditions of men... & so there is clear
preaching & teaching of God's Word but also diligent hearing... thru the Holy Spirit, promised by
God for new hearts & transformed minds, so that His word of truth is written in our hearts &
minds and our obedience comes from the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit

Romans 1:18 for the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all unglodliness &
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be
known about God is plain to them becuz God has shown it to them. For His invisible attributes,
namely His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation
of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For altho they knew
God, they did not honor Him as God OR GIVE THANKS TO HIM but they became futile in their
thinking and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise they became fools, and
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images (man-made idols = & God "gave them
over" to their sins)
He is our

It is He who made us, and we are His;

"The LORD"
, deserving of honor simply because of His existence and character

To many people today, "worship" seems like an archaic and optional concept - something you do only if
and when you feel like it. That's because the word so obviously humbles you.

Jesus said in John 10:27, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." In verse
16 He said, "I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd." In John 17:17 Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them
in the truth, Your word is truth" and "that they may all be one, so that the world may believe."
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God'sBIBLE Blueprint forChurch - "intentional Worship" - Ps 100
BIBLE MESSAGE - Psalm 100...."intentional WORSHIP"
We're in Psalm 100 today...& as you're turning there, you'll note how these familiar words echo
in our hearts and minds, particularly as we approach a national holiday of Thanks-giving, as well
as join together for our weekly public worship... and what a great passage to consider as we
continue our series on God's Blueprint for His Church - how He has designed us, His redeemed
people, to display His wisdom & glory
Psalm 100 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness!
Come into His presence with singing! Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us,
and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with
thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! For
the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations. =
God has created us in His own image, so that we can relate to Him with all our being, heart and
mind and emotions and soul and strength and will... and perhaps nowhere do we see this more
clearly than when we consider worship of God... = a hallmark of the true church...
The word "worship" means "worth-ship" = speaks of the worthiness of God to be revered,
respected, adored, and obeyed, becuz of who He IS
= Psalm 100 describes many aspects of worship, so let's look closely this psalm together to learn

how God has designed us for worship, both private & public, personal & corporate = Intentional
worship - in Spirit & in truth = paying special attention to God's commands here...
v1- Make a joyful noise to the LORD = aren't you glad God says that
- we so appreciate our praise team and all those who can play and sing and how they lead us with
excellence in their abilities - but we all come to the Lord just as we are and all some of us can do
is make a joyful noise... what an encouragement to worship - the Lord simply asks that our noise
be joyful... it can also be translated "Shout for joy" so let's do that now - Hallelujah =
HALLELUJAH !!! = "Intentional" even when don't FEEL like worship, if we OBEY Him &
worship we will find that we do then experience His presence and grace...
to the LORD = worship is directed to the LORD, all capital letters, & this is the personal name
of God, Jehovah, Yahweh "I AM" the creator of the ends of the earth, the holy one, the mighty
one, the eternal one, the all-knowing and all-powerful one... one God in 3 persons, Father, Son
and Spirit... and as believers we note that according to what God
reveals in Scripture, our worship, like our prayers, is TO the Father, THRU the Son, and IN the
Holy Spirit...Each person of the Trinity is co-equal, and Scripture commands us to worship GOD
in tri-unity, not individually... and the Holy Spirit is our enabler and empowerer to worship GOD,
the Triune God, Father, Son, & Spirit... the specific ministry of th Holy Spirit = glorify th Son
who glorifies the Father...
= Jesus in John 4:24 told the Samaritan woman that God is spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in Spirit and in truth = and I who am speaking to you am HE" = the Christ, the
Way, the Truth and the Life = GOD is not corporeal, we can't point to a location or gps
coordinates or a physical thing and say "there is God" - and so worship in Spirit means in the
Holy Spirit... willing worship, not ritual going thru the motions... but with hearts & minds fully
engaged... and guided by God's Word of truth, not by traditions of men... & so there is clear
preaching & teaching of God's Word but also diligent hearing... thru the Holy Spirit, promised by
God for new hearts & transformed minds, so that His word of truth is written in our hearts &
minds and our obedience comes from the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit
all the earth = this is a call to all peoples, all nations, Gentiles as well as Jews, to join in joyful
praise of Almighty God... who is the Creator & Ruler & Redeemer & Judge of ALL people,
whether or not they acknowledge Him... God IS God, the only God there is...
v2 - Serve the LORD with gladness = this worship is not begrudging, but in gladness = this
speaks of our response to His existence, His holiness, His goodness, and the privilege of
worshiping Him...
serve = humbly and gladly submitting to obey Him = worship is not just making noise in front of
God, it involves what Scripture calls "the obedience of faith" - that we are called and
commanded to submit to Him and to do His will... to serve Him, in obedience and faith...
voluntarily and emotionally in response just because HE is the LORD
Come into His presence = for the Israelites - they came into God's presence for worship first at
the Tabernacle in the wilderness and then at the Temple in the Promised Land... = where the
Lord "dwelt" in the Holy of Holies... TODAY, for Christians, the fulfillment = Christ is "the
way" - veil is rent - we come into the very presence of God thru Christ... again, that's why
worship is TO the Father, THRU the Son, IN the Spirit... it is only because of Christ that we are
reconciled to God, & have peace with Him, & allowed to worship Him = becuz Christ indwells
believers thru the person of the Holy Spirit... so that we are "in" Christ and come into God's
presence thru Him @ His right hand

this raises a very important question = can we worship God in any way that we feel like it ? and
one place this answered = Lev 10:1-3... when sons of Aaron took over worship of the Lord &
offered "strange fire" = their own mix of worship incense = & destroyed by God's holiness !
important to note here that public worship presupposes private worship = e.g. that we KNOW
who God is and how to worship Him by what He has revealed in His written Word... and this is
so important in our day when so many claim to have a "word from the Lord" = all MUST be
measured against God's already written revelation = the Bible...
so God's WORD is our reliable guide to properly worship Him...
Come into His presence with singing = joyful experience, not dread = though God is awful as in
full of awe and wonder - and tho we do not see Him, we do not worship an idol or an image of
any kind, and we do not have rituals of drudgery or traditions made by men...
v3 - know that the LORD, He is God
IN CONTRAST, what worship is NOT = Romans 1:18 for the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all unglodliness & unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them becuz God has shown it to
them. For His invisible attributes, namely His eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they
are without excuse. For altho they knew God, they did not honor Him as God OR GIVE
THANKS TO HIM but they became futile in their thinking and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Claiming to be wise they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
(man-made idols = & God "gave them over" to their sins)
It is He who made us, and we are His people = 1st primary teaching
= Gen 1 = created by God, pinnacle of His creation on Day 6, not a result of eons of evolution...
AND believers in Christ have been re-created by God, our Redeemer, who rescued us from the
darkness of sin = this is HIS WORK and His doing and we praise Him for it...
and we are the sheep of His pasture = His creatures, in need of a shepherd, who HE is... A
QUESTION = are you one of His sheep? Jesus said in John 10:27 "My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish and
no one will snatch them out of My hand." 2nd - Have you strayed from Him? He seeks you &
finds you & rescues you & returns you to His fold... if this is you, let Him pick you up & comfort
& restore you... open your heart & mind & will to receive Him and His grace in forgiveness and
restoration to fellowship with Him...
3rd - = the need of sheep to come into His fold = gather together for worship, corporately... not
forsaking the assembling = not neglecting to meet together as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, stirring one another up to love & good works Heb 10:25
v 4 - Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!
even when we come before His presence to make requests of His providence... to plead our
needs and bring Him our anxieties - we are to be THANKFUL and full of praise = becuz it is
GOD we address!
the imagery here is of the temple complex, where God dwells and where His people worship
Him - by bringing sacrifices... and WE are the sacrifices = 1 Pet 2 As you come to Him, the
Lord Jesus Christ, you yourselves are like living stones, being built up as a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God thru Jesus Christ Rom 12
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual

worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind
= as God displays now thru the church His manifold wisdom to all the universe...
Give thanks to HIM, bless His name = we give thanks to Him... for His great mercies & mighty
deeds on our behalf - but our worship never draws attention to ourselves or even what He has
done for us, but focuses on GOD Himself = because of WHO He is & is like...
v 5 - For the LORD is good = full of generosity, mercy, grace, = even when we are WAITING
for answers to our prayers = He is all-loving, all-knowing, all-powerful, omni-present = all
things that we can know about God from the Bible, His revealed Word of Truth...
His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations = phrases echoed
numerous times in Scripture, referring to God's "hesed" covenant lovingkindness... Exod 34:6
The LORD the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, & abounding in steadfast
love & faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity & transgression &
sin but who will by no means clear the guilty" - the great God who makes great promises to us !!!
All this is great cause for great rejoicing & worship of the God who makes covenant with His
people and who makes atonement for our sins, making us His people and the sheep of His
pasture = great reason for your practical response to Who GOD is = by making a joyful noise...
serving the Lord with gladness... coming into His presence with singing... giving thanks to Him...
blessing His name...
For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever !
SURVEY - help us... HANDOUT... help you... = applications
Is this why & how YOU worship Him...? preparing your mind & heart in private worship prior
to public worship...? proclaiming the Word of God...? perceiving it as doers and not hearers
only...? praising God in song...? praying to Him in thankfulness and confession with your
petitions of His providence, for Him to perfect His purposes in your life....? regularly
participating in the unity and communion of the saints... and partaking in the ordinances of the
church, baptism & communion...? being empowered by the Holy Spirit...? putting on the armor
of God and the new self created in the image of Christ...? presenting your tithes & offerings &
gifts... presenting your own selves as 24/7 disciples, ambassadors...? personifying the love of
God thru love for one another, for the glory of God...? pointing others TO God the Father, THRU
Christ the Son, and IN the Holy Spirit...
This is INTENTIONAL worship... obedient... worship in spirit and truth... not just 1 hour a week,
but 24/7... acceptable to God thru Jesus Christ... may this be true of you... your prayer and your
life...AMEN
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INTENTIONAL LEADER-SHIP
Ever operate a remote-controlled airplane? Ever seen what happens when the controller quits? Same
thing that happens to a leader-less church! But what's that got to do with YOU ?
The Bible likens believers to "living stones" who are being built up together into a "living temple" in
which the Holy Spirit lives. The architect and builder and Head is Jesus, who as Ephesians 4:16 says,
"when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love."
God designed things so that each person has an important role to fulfill in the Body of Christ. And God
gives each believer "spiritual gifts" to help the body grow. Ephesians 4, 1 Peter 4, Romans 12 and 1
Corinthians 12 all talk about these gifts, usually designated as speaking, serving, or sign gifts.
Often, our attention goes to those we consider leaders in the church, people with titles like pastor, elder,
deacon, etc. But leadership is action, not position. Someone said, "good leaders take care of those in
their charge, and bad leaders take charge of those in their care." 1 Peter 5:1-7 puts it like this: "shepherd
the flock of God... being examples to the flock."
Shepherding involves care-giving. But shepherds in the church are also sheep under the Great Shepherd.
Jesus, the Head of the church, is the prime example of "servant-leader." And regardless of their gifts,
church leaders are rightly expected to be good examples of leading by serving others, as Jesus did.
But such leadership isn't limited to people with titles. Every believer needs to be a "leader" in terms of
fulfilling their own calling in the body of Christ - and being a good example for others to follow. So how
can YOU add some "intentional leadership" to YOUR function in the Body of Christ?
Are you a FOLLOWER? Jesus is the Head leader of the church. When He says, "follow Me" He means
commit to learn to become like Me. A disciple is a follower, a learner, who is becoming like the Master.
Are you a SERVANT? Jesus said, "I am among you as one who serves" and He calls you, not to lord
yourself over others, but to honor Jesus as Lord, to imitate Him, and to serve others like He did.
Are you HUMBLE? Before you answer "yes" consider that it means not thinking less of yourself, but
thinking of yourself less. It means taking more than your share of the blame and less than your share of
the credit. Peter says "clothe yourselves with humility - for God opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble." Jesus is the greatest example of putting the best interests of others ahead of your own.
Are you RESPONSIBLE? Many people are obsessed with their rights, but few want to take responsibility
for their well-being or that of others. Someone said, "There are two kinds of people who will never realize
their God-given potential - those who will not do what they're told, and those who will only do what they're
told." Jesus says, take responsibility for putting the best interests of others ahead of yours.
Are you PRAYERFUL? Think of the times Jesus prayed for His followers, to withstand temptation, to be
filled with the Holy Spirit, and to fulfill His commission for their lives. The prayers in Scripture show us how
to pray for others in your flock - primarily for their spiritual needs and secondarily for physical needs.
Are you MINISTERING? Disciples of Christ submit to the Lordship of Christ by knowing and obeying the
Scriptures. They are "ministers of the Word" as they share the message of Jesus, pointing others to Him
and helping them to grow by understanding and living out the truths of God's Word.
Are you an EXAMPLE? A good example? Someone said "Example is not the main thing in influencing
others. Example is the only thing." Your transformed life shows others what Jesus can do for them.
What brings life to God's divine design for His church? Intentional living in Jesus! His blueprint provides
for transformed people who are gifted to encourage and equip others to live out their God-given potential.
Every person and every gift is necessary. Trust Jesus for His power - so YOU do your part !

God's blueprint includes people gifted to encourage and equip others to live out the God-given potential.

#and, are you MINISTERS OF THE WORD OF GOD ? – Leaders submit to the Lordship of
Christ by knowing & obeying God's Word - our ministry is all about the message of Jesus,
pointing others to Him
and helping them grow in God's truth, which protects us from error.
What might this look like in action?

Part of God's divine design for His church involves giving each believer spiritual gifts that help the body to
grow. That's why it takes every person who is part of a congregation
We've talked before how the Bible likens believers to "living stones" who are being built up together into
a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, with Jesus as the architect and builder. Ephesians 4:16 says
"when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love."
Ephesians 4:16 says "when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love."

Ephesians 4:16 says "when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love."

Ephesians 4 also talks about this in terms of people gifted to encourage and equip others to live out their
God-given potential to grow His kingdom. But this isn't limited to pastors or elders or deacons or other
roles. Every believer needs to be a "leader" in terms of fulfilling their own calling in the body of Christ.
, including the gift of "leadership."
We've been talking about God's blueprint for His church. We're looking at intentional living in light of
God's divine design, so that by His power within you base your life on the Scriptures, and make your life
purpose His purpose for you - to be a disciple of Jesus who makes more disciples
We've talked before how the Bible likens believers to "living stones" who are being built up together into
a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, with Jesus as the architect and builder. Ephesians 4:16 says
"when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love."
We've been talking about God's blueprint for His church. We're looking at intentional living in light of
God's divine design, so that by His power within you base your life on the Scriptures, and make your life
purpose His purpose for you - to be a disciple of Jesus who makes more disciples
We've talked before how the Bible likens believers to "living stones" who are being built up together into
a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, with Jesus as the architect and builder. Ephesians 4:16 says
"when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love."

How He has provided divine design so that His purposes are fulfilled in and for and by His redeemed
people.
, and at relating to one another by His redeeming love and healing grace.
What do you think about the driver-less cars they're working on? Ever seen a rudderless ship. It wanders.
It crashes. Picture a leader-less church. Same result. But what's that got to do with YOU ?

, His redeemed people, calls for
In His divine design, EVERY person has a purpose - and the church will not grow right if YOU aren't doing
your job pulling your weight fulfilling your purpose
Ever operated a remote-controlled airplane? Ever seen what happens when the controller quits? Same
thing that happens to a leader-less church. But what's that got to do with YOU ?
We've been talking about God's blueprint for His church. We're looking at intentional living in light of
God's divine design, so that by His power within you base your life on the Scriptures, and make your life
purpose His purpose for you - to be a disciple of Jesus who makes more disciples
We've talked before how the Bible likens believers to "living stones" who are being built up together into
a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, with Jesus as the architect and builder. Ephesians 4:16 says
"when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love."
Part of God's divine design includes giving each believer spiritual gifts that help the body to grow,
including the gift of "leadership." Ephesians 4 also talks about this in terms of people gifted to encourage
and equip others to live out their God-given potential to grow His kingdom. But this isn't limited to pastors
or elders or deacons or other roles. Every believer needs to be a "leader" in terms of fulfilling their own
calling in the body of Christ.
Scripture likens the church as an organism - the "Body of Christ" with Jesus as the Head and each
individual believer a member of His body.
spiritual gifts - as each part does its part = eph 4 etc, 1 cor,

#also, are you PRAYERFUL ? think of the time Jesus spent praying for His disciples... to
withstand temptation, to obey God's Word, to be filled w/ the Holy Spirit and fulfill His
commission = in the same way, the prayers of Scripture show us how WE should pray for one
another interceding on behalf of the flock, primarily for spiritual & secondarily for physical &
other needs, asking God to apply the life-transforming
grace of His Word of truth, by the power of the Holy Spirit... leaders in the church first take
responsiblity for the spiritual welfare of others, and it's in praying God's Words into our lives that
we know His will...
#and, are you MINISTERS OF THE WORD OF GOD ? – Leaders submit to the Lordship of
Christ by knowing & obeying God's Word - our ministry is all about the message of Jesus,
pointing others to Him
and helping them grow in God's truth, which protects us from error.
#finally, are you RECOGNIZED ? – Leaders in the church are not self-appointed, & the point
is fulfilling a function, not holding office, & fruitful people will be recognized by others for their
gifts & skills... Someone has said "no one is truly a leader until his appointment is ratified in the
hearts and minds of his followers." Indeed, scripture records instructions of the apostles to
appoint Elders in every church and commit them to the LORD... so there are leaders who take
public commitment to serve, and Scripture always presents a plurality of Elders = more than
one... God raises up leaders for His church that He is building, as we grow to spiritual maturity
and learn to walk by the Holy Spirit and exercise our spiritual gifts...
Elders are specifically entrusted w/ responsibility = Scripture calls a noble task = "higher calling"
to aspire to = accountable & responsible for others... an Elder takes responsibility for the spiritual
health & the ministries of the congregation, not just attending meetings & making decisions, but
participating in activities & supporting our initatives w/ his time, talent & treasure, as examples,
consciously representing the church as well as Christ... putting needs of others ahead of his own

= taking initiative, especially, as the apostle says outdo one another in showing preference to
one another Jesus shows us how to put the interests of others ahead of your own, knowing
well the condition of your flock and of yourself... to be alert to dangers & needs, serving
WILLINGLY... not under compulsion, but because you want to... serving EAGERLY... not
holding back, putting all your energy & talents into your task...serving as EXAMPLES to
emulate, imitating Jesus, Peter, Paul & the others, not lording it over others, but rather watching
over the souls of the flock, to whom you are an example =
becuz you will give an account to the chief shepherd for how you've represented Him in caring
for the spiritual growth of others...
someone has said "whats the difference between a boss and a leader ? A boss says "go" and a
leader says "let's go!" = responsible examples
Leaders - pastors, elders, deacons, whatever they're called there's a Scriptural basis for their role, and
expectations of their spiritual life as examples to the rest of the flock. Someone has said "good leaders
take care of those in their charge, and bad leaders take charge of those in their care." 1 Peter 5:1-7 puts it
like this: "shepherd the flock of God... not domineering... but being examples to the flock."

SCRIPTURE - Acts 20... 1 Pet 5:1-7...So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and
a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be
revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are
younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves,
therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting
all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.

Leadership... What is a leader ? Some wag has said "every leader needs to look back once in a
while to make sure he has followers"...
What is a good leader ? A bad leader ? We've just come through a midterm election...& perhaps
you've seen lots of examples of each...
A famous French politician of the 1800s said "There go my people.
I must find out where they are going so I can lead them."...
You've seen good & bad leaders where you work, live, play, or shop.
You've seen them at school and at various events... Somone has said "there is a significant
difference between a leader and a cheerleader"
...great football coach Vince Lombardi observed "leadership is based on a spiritual quality - the
power to inspire others to follow"...
well, intentional LEADERship is another view of God's blue-print for His church... and as we
continue our series, we see how God not only drafts a plan with a purpose, but in His providence
He provides the very things that He intends for us to be and to become... incl leaders !
and how, in keeping with God's vision and mission for His Church,
we are to be committed to intentional exercise of leadership gifts and to development of
leadership... We desire that our congregation be led by godly, trained individuals, spiritually

mature...healthy servant-leaders, who not only promote the spiritual growth of the congregation
but also develop, empower, and release them for ministry too...
Someone has said "a good leader takes care of those in their charge... while a bad leader takes
charge of those in their care."... echo of what just read 1 Pet 5:1-7... shepherd the flock of God
that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would
have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but
being examples to the flock.
Peter addresses Elders = expected to be spiritually mature believers who look after the welfare of
those they lead, who are growing as Christians... However, an interesting aspect of Scriptural
qualifications for leaders is how unremarkable they are = describing things expected
of all believers, but which should consistently characterize leaders...
So, much of what Peter says has application for all, not just elders =
"you don't have to hold an office or a position in order to be leader"...
Let's explore a few different aspects of being a leader...not exhaustive - and = listed on the
handout that's in your mailbox today...
#first, are you a FOLLOWER of Christ...? When Jesus called His disciples He said "follow
Me" & if you wish to be a leader of others then you must first prove to be a follower, a learner, a
disciple of Christ... someone = "nothing so conclusively proves your ability to lead others as
what you do from day to day to lead yourself"...
= intentional discipleship = involves daily reading God's Word, & living it out by the power of
the Holy Spirit, including prayer, giving, serving, witnessing... under the authority and
commission of Jesus = "growing God's family with overflowing good news about Jesus"
#and, are you a SERVANT of others ? ...remember Jesus taught His disciples that worldly
leaders "lord it over others", but Jesus said
"it shall not be so among you" - "for I am among you as one who serves" ..."for the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost"...
in 1 Pet 5 Peter humbly allows himself as an example = remember he denied the Lord but was
re-commissioned by Jesus the Good Shepherd, so God provides leaders to inspire us & be
examples of living for Him.
#also, are you a LEADER...? specifically "servant-leader" becuz it begins and ends with
pointing people to Jesus, the Master... when you grasp the mission & vision of Jesus, then you
get to work... someone ="leadership is action, not position"... focus is on function not office
#&.are you HUMBLE ? Jesus is our greatest example of not exalting yourself but rather putting
the best interests of others ahead of yours Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking
more of others... John Maxwell "a good leader is someone who takes a little more than his share
of the blame and a little less than his share of the credit"
#and, are you an EXAMPLE ? albert schweitzer said "example is not the main thing in
influencing others. Example is the only thing." SO, with you, is it my way or the highway or are
you a life transformed ?
Leaders intentionally serve as good role models of being like Jesus, & we will all give an
account for how we represent Him before others...
#and, are you RESPONSIBLE ? so many people today are obsessed with their "rights" but few
want to take "responsibility" for either their
own well-being, or that of others... Neil Anderson says "there are two kinds of people who will
never realize their God-given potential = 1) those who will not do what they're told, and, 2)

those who will only do what they're told.." both are missing the point... in contrast, a leader in
the church will take appropriate responsibility... and you don't need a position - bloom where
you're planted. Wherever God has put you, there are people who need Jesus and YOU are the
one to point them to Him... take the initiative - to step out in faith & do it !
& not just thru ministries of our congregation, but also opportunities in
our community and in your own sphere of influence = e.g. when you visit others in the name of
Christ, shut-ins & the infirm & the elderly = wonderful ways of being good examples - and
please share more about that in our prayer & praise times or in conversation with one another =
this encourages others to serve, and it's not at all un-humble to give God glory for what He does
through you... and we all need to hear about it, to emulate you, and to glorify God together.
SYC is another great example of leadership, in our community, and in our congregation... as
many of you, men and women, have responded to the call to serve others and to point them to
Jesus... allowing the Lord to use you in your passions and abilities and interests...
#also, are you PRAYERFUL ? think of the time Jesus spent praying for His disciples... to
withstand temptation, to obey God's Word, to be filled w/ the Holy Spirit and fulfill His
commission = in the same way, the prayers of Scripture show us how WE should pray for one
another interceding on behalf of the flock, primarily for spiritual & secondarily for physical &
other needs, asking God to apply the life-transforming
grace of His Word of truth, by the power of the Holy Spirit... leaders in the church first take
responsiblity for the spiritual welfare of others, and it's in praying God's Words into our lives that
we know His will...
#and, are you MINISTERS OF THE WORD OF GOD ? – Leaders submit to the Lordship of
Christ by knowing & obeying God's Word - our ministry is all about the message of Jesus,
pointing others to Him
and helping them grow in God's truth, which protects us from error.
#finally, are you RECOGNIZED ? – Leaders in the church are not self-appointed, & the point
is fulfilling a function, not holding office, & fruitful people will be recognized by others for their
gifts & skills... Someone has said "no one is truly a leader until his appointment is ratified in the
hearts and minds of his followers." Indeed, scripture records instructions of the apostles to
appoint Elders in every church and commit them to the LORD... so there are leaders who take
public commitment to serve, and Scripture always presents a plurality of Elders = more than
one... God raises up leaders for His church that He is building, as we grow to spiritual maturity
and learn to walk by the Holy Spirit and exercise our spiritual gifts...
Elders are specifically entrusted w/ responsibility = Scripture calls a noble task = "higher calling"
to aspire to = accountable & responsible for others... an Elder takes responsibility for the spiritual
health & the ministries of the congregation, not just attending meetings & making decisions, but
participating in activities & supporting our initatives w/ his time, talent & treasure, as examples,
consciously representing the church as well as Christ... putting needs of others ahead of his own
= taking initiative, especially, as the apostle says outdo one another in showing preference to
one another Jesus shows us how to put the interests of others ahead of your own, knowing
well the condition of your flock and of yourself... to be alert to dangers & needs, serving
WILLINGLY... not under compulsion, but because you want to... serving EAGERLY... not
holding back, putting all your energy & talents into your task...serving as EXAMPLES to
emulate, imitating Jesus, Peter, Paul & the others, not lording it over others, but rather watching
over the souls of the flock, to whom you are an example =

becuz you will give an account to the chief shepherd for how you've represented Him in caring
for the spiritual growth of others...
someone has said "whats the difference between a boss and a leader ? A boss says "go" and a
leader says "let's go!" = responsible examples
Responsible leaders make use of good resources, including things like the "church unique"
CUBE = on front cover of bulletin and that we've talked about before = tool to help us lead in all
the ways we're talking about, to initiate new ideas, to support ideas, to challenge ideas, and
to process the things we discuss, and to reach ~80% agreement or thereabouts, that's close
enough, becuz we'll never all agree 100% about much of anything, that's human nature, so you
put your opinions aside and submit to the will of the Lord of the Church to get put into action,
trusting the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and praying for our obedience to God's will as He is at
work in us and thru us...
Tom Peters says "leaders don't create followers, they create more leaders" = and so each
Christian aspires to spiritual growth in their own life, as they work to make disciples of the
people around them
so, today as you use the handouts in your mailbox and take some time to look at Scripture and go
to the Lord in prayer, and consider other practical ways how you personally can apply these
truths to your own life, in terms of how YOU can be a leader in the congregation, as you serve
others and work toward completing God's agenda for us... so...
plz complete the SURVEY that's in your mailbox today - to rate your response to the questions
and turn in the completed survey, as this will help our leaders as we evaluate how we're doing in
raising up leaders, & how you can grow in your spiritual life as you serve the Lord w/us
Finally, things we've talked about today are what all Christians should aspire to and which are
expected of leaders... and it takes supernatural power... it's not easy = becuz the way up is by
going down... you're following the way of the Master and you will be treated the way He was
treated... so in 1 Peter 5 he says Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another,
for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore,
under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He may exalt you, casting all your
anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.
Jesus is our leader... He is our master, and He is message, Jesus is our model, Jesus is our
mission, to know Him and to make Him known, as we lead others to trusting Jesus Christ as
Lord & Savior... Amen !
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INTENTIONAL REAL-ATIONSHIPS
You've heard this before: "Why can't we all just get along?" Or "If you all would just agree with me, we'd
get along fine." Hmm. Real people are messy, and so are our relationships. But as someone has well said,
God declares it "a mess worth making."
Visualize a teeter-totter on the playground, representing the extremes of personal relationships. Left to
your own sinful selfishness, you move toward one unhealthy end or the other of that continuum. Either
toward "immersion" and getting overly involved with others, or toward "isolation" and withdrawing from
others. Neither extreme results in healthy relationships. Someone must intervene.
That's what God has done. He interferes with your sin. Because He created you in His image FOR
relationship, first with Himself and then with one another. He created the first man and woman, then
conducted the first marriage. And He continued to love these unlovable people, who brought forth more
messy disobedient people who set about hurting one another all the more, in sinful selfishness.
But God intervenes. 1 John 4:10 says "in this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us
and sent His Son to pay for our sins." Verse 19 says "We love because He first loved us." Verse 7
says "Love one another, for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God."
This is REAL love. Not just emotional love. True love is self-sacrificing. It does what is best for the other
person, regardless of cost, whether deserved or not. We're too selfish to do that on our own. But when
you receive the new life of Christ, by trusting Him as your Lord and Savior, you're a new creation. He paid
the penalty and sets you FREE from your sin and your selfishness. Re-created in His image, and
empowered by the Holy Spirit, you can truly love God and others. This remarkable transformation of real,
messy people by the real Savior - CHANGES you and all of your relationships.
God describes His redeemed people as "living stones" who are being built up as a spiritual temple for
spiritual sacrifices offered to God (1 Peter 2:5). And in Jesus He re-creates you to offer your own self as
"living sacrifices" by being TRANSFORMED by the "renewal of your mind." That's real people who learn
to think differently about Jesus, yourself, and others. This means REAL relationships. And it's all part of
God's blueprint for His people - as He builds a beautiful living church out of messy real people.
Romans 15:2 says "Let each of us please his neighbor for his good." Okay. How? The next verse
answers: "BECAUSE CHRIST" and explains: "For whatever was written in former days was written
for OUR instruction, that through endurance and encouragement of the Scriptures WE might have
hope." That's good news! We can learn from the mistakes of others, all recorded in the Bible. And they're
all doozies. But we see how God works through their messy human-ness. We can see how we too can
trust and obey, and how God can bring about good things from the mess we make.
The next verse says "May the God of endurance and encouragement grant YOU to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together YOU may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." That mouthful is the opposite of the mess we
make by ourselves. That's God at work, with living stones and living sacrifices, building something that
praises Him. That's God intervening. No lone ranger Christians here. Together, real people living real
lives - becoming more like Jesus - THROUGH the frustrations and relationships of real life.
Jesus sums up His commandments like this: "Love God with your whole being - all your heart and
mind and will" and then you can "love your neighbor as yourself" (Mark 12:30). God expects His
children to be like Him and love like Him - and He gives the power of the Holy Spirit to do so.
That's why there's real hope for real relationships. Like God, get intentional about it. Start all over - by
being re-born in Jesus. Then re-learn what it means to love Him, yourself, and one another. And live it out.
The real life of Jesus lived out through you, transforming you into the real person He intends you to be.
Really loving Him. Really loving one another. REALLY. And that's really good news!

That's why there's real hope for real relationships. Like God, get intentional about it. Start all over by
being re-born in Christ Then re-learn what it means to love God, yourself, and one another. And live it out.
Because Jesus paid the penalty for your sin, and offers you His perfect loving life, to transform you into
the real person He intends for you to be, loving Him and loving one another.
Really. And that's really good news!

becuz it's thru the very relationships of life that we often find so frustrating, that God intends to
make us holy, more and more like Himself, as we fill our minds with the truth of His Word and
then live it out by the power of the Holy Spirit...
everyone under this roof, and those who arne't here today but should be if they could or would all who are born again as a child of God by trusting in Jesus, has been adopted into his family...
so we are all part of the same family... members of the same body... and Scripture says the mark
of the Christian is "behold, how they love one another"...
Think of the PEOPLE in your path... that you can build relationship with for Christ... the person
in your pew... the person missing today who usually sits near you... the person in the house next
to you or across the street... a struggling family in your neighborhood... an elderly person who
would appreciate help or encouragement... a co-worker you could reach out to... invite someone
over... or go there to lend them a hand... a child who needs a caring adult in their life... a person
you could do a Bible study with... or spend in prayer with... or a person here in the church that
you've overlooked or ignored... or had a problem with in the past... what could you do today or
this week to put their needs ahead of your own interests... to show them Jesus...???
that's how you truly love the Lord with all your being... when you don't please yourself, but
please those around you, letting Christ's love overflow thru you to ALL the people around you...
that's REAL relationships - a mess worth making... by God's power & for His glory

because God is both our architect & general contractor... designer & builder... and that's where
Paul goes next, in v 4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,
that thru endurance & thru the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope the
Apostle says, look, what I'm talking about here in this letter is not new - it's what the Bible has
said all along... we have the model for this in the lives of the people written about in the Bible...
and seeing God at work in their lives, thru-out history, working out His good will through their
human-ness, gives us endurance = to persevere in trusting & obeying the Lord... no matter the
trials and tribulations - just like at the funeral yesterday for Scott Grote, we remarked on how
Scott trusted the Lord's purpose in his life, in the midst of cancer, to think of how God might use
him to encourage others...
where do we get that ? = from the instruction of Scripture, we see the
perfect illustration = the Trinity... triune godhead... one God in three persons, co-equal and coeternal, perfectly holy, in perfect communion and relationship from all eternity... and those of
Even if you're a slow learner etct might take your lifetime to realize all that God has done and can do
through you.

1 Pet 2 As you come to Him, the Lord Jesus Christ, you yourselves are like living stones, being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to

God thru Jesus Christ Rom 12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers & sisters, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be con-formed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind

Romans 15:5 spells out God's blueprint for His people: "May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus,
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."
That's a tall order.

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. what if our praise team didn't practice... or what if each
person just sang in whatever key at whatever volume at whatever rythym they wanted to ? that's
not harmony, that's not accord, that's not one voice... that would not be glorifying to God would
it...
God says loving Him w. all our being & our neighbor as ourselves, we do TOGETHER...living
in HARMONY with 1another...in ACCORD w. Christ Jesus = living like Jesus did and like He
empowers us to live = w. ONE voice = becuz the temple God is building out of us as living
stones is for the purpose of glorifying God thru Christ...

Yes, all of this can be summed up in the great commandment, as Jesus taught in Mark 12 and
Matt 22 and Luke 10 = to love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all
your mind and all your will and all your strength... your whole being... That's the first step of
right relationships, intentional right relationships - 1st, get right with God. Only when you are in
right relationship with God, our Creator, can you possibly be in right relationship with others.
The corollary = if not right with others, perhaps you're not right w/God ?
Remember the 10 commandments - they're shaped like a cross... the 1st four deal with your
relationship with God, since created in His image, created for community and relationship with
Him, that we are to be truly like Him... and then the other six commandments deal with your
relationship to other people, to be God-like in your character and your relationship with others...
to love your neighbor as yourself... and doing that w. the new hearts & Spirit that God promised
in the Savior...
and that's what intentional relationships in the church is all about...
obeying God's Word by God's power within you...

who disobeyed Him and set about hurting one another.

Visualize a teeter-totter on the playground... two ends of the extremes of personal relationships...
left to ourselves, we will move toward one unhealthy end or the other of that continuum, perhaps
toward isolation or withdrawing from others... or perhaps toward immersion and getting overly

involved with others... there's sin in either extreme... unless someone interferes & straightens us
out... teaches us how to get along =becuz relationships are always messy... not easy, but what
God created us for - & He says it's a mess worth making...

The Bible says that we know what love is simply because of God's love.

1 Pet 2 As you come to Him, the Lord Jesus Christ, you yourselves are like living stones, being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God thru Jesus Christ Rom 12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers & sisters, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be con-formed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind
BIBLE MESSAGE - Romans 15:4-7...."intentional REALationships"
Relationships = tricky things... this morning when I went out to wipe the snow off the windshield,
I noticed all the rabbit and deer tracks - it would be interesting to trace them and figure out the
inter-relationships of these creatures... we had a wonderful example of relationships with the
birthday surprise for Lolita, with her family coming to celebrate
but the sad truth is - not every human relationship is full of good will...
"Why can't we all just get along?" - remember that? Maybe you have asked yourself that
question some time in the past, as you surveyed the mess at home or work or school or church or
political scene or &tc... maybe that'll be the scene in a couple of weeks at Thanksgiving dinner!
If everyone would just see things the way you do, the world would be such a better place. If only.
Did you hear about the accountant who applied for a job? What's 2+2 the interviewer asked. 4
he said. Next! The next candidate was asked the same question and gave the same answer. The
response: Next! But the third candidate for accountant, when asked whats 2+2 replied "whatever
you want it to be, sir" - He got the job... Go along to get along, w. who ever has the upper hand.
Why can't we all just get along? When you were a kid, just being a kid, with all the other kids, it
took a parent or teacher or someone in authority to step in & straighten it up. And that's the
answer for us too.
Visualize a teeter-totter on the playground... two ends of the extremes of personal relationships...
left to ourselves, we will move toward one unhealthy end or the other of that continuum, perhaps
toward isolation or withdrawing from others... or perhaps toward immersion and getting overly
involved with others... there's sin in either extreme... unless someone interferes & straightens us
out... teaches us how to get along =becuz relationships are always messy... not easy, but what
God created us for - & He says it's a mess worth making...
That's what we have here in Romans 15 today... God's instructions about intentional
relationships... as we continue our series on God's blueprint for His church - how He has
designed us, His living stones, to be built up together into something that glorifies Him... as we
just read excerpts from 1 Peter 2 and Romans 12 about that...

A text of Scripture is all about the context... Rom 15 comes at the end of the long letter, after the
majestic theology of chapters 1-11... the rest is the practical part about everyday living - & ch 1216 are all about expressing the qualities of the true Christian with Christ-like love... in our
relationships to all those around us... let's look at ch 15:1... We who are strong have an
obligation to bear w. the failings of the weak, & not to please ourselves. Let each of us plz his
neighbor for his good, to build him up. For Christ did not please Himself, but as it is written,
The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.
REAL relationships = how you REALLY..think about others..talk about others... treat others...
what does this reveal about your relationship with Jesus ? who commands you to intentionally
put the best interests of others ahead of your own... & empowers you to do so - becuz that's what
He has done - carried all of the insults and discourtesies and outright sins against others 1pet2:24 says He carried all those sins in His own body on the tree... so we should live to
righteousness
Yes, all of this can be summed up in the great commandment, as Jesus taught in Mark 12 and
Matt 22 and Luke 10 = to love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all
your mind and all your will and all your strength... your whole being... That's the first step of
right relationships, intentional right relationships - 1st, get right with God. Only when you are in
right relationship with God, our Creator, can you possibly be in right relationship with others.
The corollary = if not right with others, perhaps you're not right w/God ?
Remember the 10 commandments - they're shaped like a cross... the 1st four deal with your
relationship with God, since created in His image, created for community and relationship with
Him, that we are to be truly like Him... and then the other six commandments deal with your
relationship to other people, to be God-like in your character and your relationship with others...
to love your neighbor as yourself... and doing that w. the new hearts & Spirit that God promised
in the Savior...
and that's what intentional relationships in the church is all about...
obeying God's Word by God's power within you...
because God is both our architect & general contractor... designer & builder... and that's where
Paul goes next, in v 4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,
that thru endurance & thru the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope the
Apostle says, look, what I'm talking about here in this letter is not new - it's what the Bible has
said all along... we have the model for this in the lives of the people written about in the Bible...
and seeing God at work in their lives, thru-out history, working out His good will through their
human-ness, gives us endurance = to persevere in trusting & obeying the Lord... no matter the
trials and tribulations - just like at the funeral yesterday for Scott Grote, we remarked on how
Scott trusted the Lord's purpose in his life, in the midst of cancer, to think of how God might use
him to encourage others...
where do we get that ? = from the instruction of Scripture, we see the
perfect illustration = the Trinity... triune godhead... one God in three persons, co-equal and coeternal, perfectly holy, in perfect communion and relationship from all eternity... and those of
you who are staying at 10:30 for the "Attributes of God" study have been awed & inspired at
these life-changing truths... God is our model, our example, our design and it is by His power
that He puts these truths to life in our own lives
because the temple that God is building out of us as living stones is where He dwells and where
He displays His glory & wisdom to the universe... and that's where the apostle goes next in Rom
15 v 5

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. what if our praise team didn't practice... or what if each
person just sang in whatever key at whatever volume at whatever rythym they wanted to ? that's
not harmony, that's not accord, that's not one voice... that would not be glorifying to God would
it...
God says loving Him w. all our being & our neighbor as ourselves, we do TOGETHER...living
in HARMONY with 1another...in ACCORD w. Christ Jesus = living like Jesus did and like He
empowers us to live = w. ONE voice = becuz the temple God is building out of us as living
stones is for the purpose of glorifying God thru Christ...
& like when YOU are constructing something here on earth, you wisely ask "what will this
facility facilitate?" = what's it for ? that's how you design it, to fulfill it's function and purpose...
and that's what God has done with His church... we're designed for community & relationship
with Him and loving one another, together... the Bible knows nothing of "lone ranger" christians
who receive Christ and then go off an live in their own little world - how convenient ! How
lonely! How incomplete, how so unlike God's plan and purpose in Scripture...
we talked about that at Scott's funeral yesterday too... when you come to Christ, you become part
of God's herd, God's flock, God's family, and you know what happens when one individual of a
herd wanders off by itself, it's easy prey to get picked off... we're to be one herd...
& that's where the apostle goes in next verse =therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. welcome is a rich word that means "take them in" and
encompasses "accept" and "receive" - so it means much more than the wonderful few minutes we
take each sunday morning to greet one another - it means take those people into your heart and
life... and that's one of the proven principles of healthy church growth... & we appreciate you
complete our SURVEY this week as it will help us do these very things...
ALSO in your mailboxes today you have a very interesting handout = "one-another" commands
of the NT... amazing compilation of how God instructs us to love one another... specific ways
you can live out His grace... not to please ourselves, but our neighbors, for their good
highlights = be at peace w/1another..honoring 1another..comfort 1another..restore
1another..serve 1another..being kind, forgiving, tenderhearted, truthful, gracious, = those things
you say you might be
able to do w. members of your own family, but not just any old body
... but that's the point isn't - we are family... one flock, 1 community in Christ... we receive
1another, take them in = no matter the ethnicity or social class or etc of your neighbor, as those
issues were as much a challenge in the 1st century church as today... but intentionally building
relationships w. one another, because God wills it, He has designed us to need one another in
order to reach our full potential and fulfill our purpose in His world... becuz it's thru the very
relationships of life that we often find so frustrating, that God intends to make us holy, more and
more like Himself, as we fill our minds with the truth of His Word and then live it out by the
power of the Holy Spirit...
everyone under this roof, and those who arne't here today but should be if they could or would all who are born again as a child of God by trusting in Jesus, has been adopted into his family...
so we are all part of the same family... members of the same body... and Scripture says the mark
of the Christian is "behold, how they love one another"...
Think of the PEOPLE in your path... that you can build relationship with for Christ... the person
in your pew... the person missing today who usually sits near you... the person in the house next

to you or across the street... a struggling family in your neighborhood... an elderly person who
would appreciate help or encouragement... a co-worker you could reach out to... invite someone
over... or go there to lend them a hand... a child who needs a caring adult in their life... a person
you could do a Bible study with... or spend in prayer with... or a person here in the church that
you've overlooked or ignored... or had a problem with in the past... what could you do today or
this week to put their needs ahead of your own interests... to show them Jesus...???
that's how you truly love the Lord with all your being... when you don't please yourself, but
please those around you, letting Christ's love overflow thru you to ALL the people around you...
that's REAL relationships - a mess worth making... by God's power & for His glory

"How many psychiatrists does it take to change a light bulb? One - but the bulb really has to want to
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INTENTIONAL DISCIPLE-SHIP ?
"How many psychiatrists does it take to change a light bulb? One - but the bulb really has to want to
change." Hmm, sounds all too true about you and me, doesn't it. So, what's YOUR motivation?
Most people get motivated about their favorite personal pursuits. Maybe it's a hobby or sport or health or
family or sideline or even work. Whatever it is for you, think about all the time and energy you pour into it.
What if you would invest that kind of passion into being a follower of Jesus? What would it look like in
your life? What difference would it make if you became intentional about being a "disciple"?
Disciple means learner or follower, someone who is becoming more like the Master. Yes, this involves
discipline - probably why you resist it so much. But discipline really means training. Like anything in life,
this makes good sense. Buying fitness equipment won't improve your health - you've got to sweat. And
training makes you a more valuable employee. It's what makes your hobbies or personal pursuits more
fulfilling. What good comes from just going with the flow and choosing the path of least resistance? How's
that going to transform your life - to be more like Christ?
The answer - God also gives His disciples the dynamic you need to be a disciple. Matthew 28:18-20 says
"make disciples" is the primary mission statement of every Christian church. But disciples of Jesus aren't
mere groupies, overtly interested in Christ - they have supernatural power to become more like Him.
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 says a Christian has become a "new creation" - the old self has gone and
everything has become new. That's the work of the Holy Spirit when you're born again by trusting in
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. You receive not only forgiveness of sins and eternal life, you also
receive the risen life of Christ empowering you in the indwelling person of the Holy Spirit. You're no longer
under the control of sin and self - because new life in Christ flows through you.
And if you're reborn, do you suppose God intends for you to remain a newborn infant in Christ? Of course
not. You are to grow up and become like Him. This passage says that as Christ changes your life, you are
actually his representative or ambassador, as you show and tell the good news about Jesus.
.
God's blueprint for the church is also His gift to the church. The apostle talks about this ministry of the
Holy Spirit in Romans 8 too. Verses 28-30 says God intends for His people to be "conformed to the
image of His Son" by the Holy Spirit's power. In Romans 12:1-2 he says "don't be conformed to this
world" in terms of how you think and act "but be transformed by the renewing of your mind."
Get intentional about making changes and growing, since God has given you His own power within to
make it happen. First, change your mind. This takes new information. You get that from God's Word, the
Bible. Intentionally understanding and applying the Bible to your life is HOW you renew your mind. God's
truth replaces all the false presuppositions, patterns of thinking, and defense mechanisms you grew up
with. It's all re-learned through the lens and power of God's Word, so you grow as a disciple.
God wrote it all down for this very reason. As 2 Timothy 3:15-17 says "All Scripture is breathed out by
God" for God's intentional purpose "and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness" for God's intentional purpose - so you will be "complete, equipped for every
good work." So it's not about what you know, it's how you grow.
As a disciple, you'll find that as you read God's Word, you're also motivated to pray, talking and listening
to God. As you put His Word to work in your life, you're trusting what He says and living it out. You're also
motivated to worship Him, privately and corporately. A "new creation" Christian wants to be with the rest
of the flock, encouraging one another because of His powerful working in your life. And you're motivated
to serve God and others by using your gifts and resources of time, treasures and talents. You invest in
God's kingdom because it all belongs to Him and comes from Him - for His purposes.
Philippians 2:12 says "it is God who works in you both to will and to work for His good pleasure."
He gives you both the "want to" and the "how to." The disciplines of a disciple of Jesus aren't demanding
negative things in your life. They're dynamic positive things that motivate you to grow in the Lord. It's all
good - so get at it! Disciple - get intentional - working out what He's working in you!

How does this happen? Being a disciple takes some discipline - but you have the dynamic power of the
Holy Spirit to work it out.
Remember when we looked at 2 Timothy 3:15-17 - it says "All Scripture is breathed out by God" for
God's intentional purpose, which "is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work" (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
so
Discipline may not be a popular word in your vocabulary, but it really means training. And like anything in
life, this just makes sense. What good comes from just going with the flow of things and choosing the
path of least resistance? How is that going to transform your life to be more like Christ?

3) - Train children to know the Bible. Children need to know the Bible IS God's Word, that He wrote it
especially for you so you can know what God wants you to know. Since God wrote it, there are no errors
or contradictions, though there are mysteries and profound teachings. Use the "teaching tractor" in 2
Timothy 3:17 to show them how the Bible, a) Teaches what is true, according to God's unchanging holy
character; b) Reproves when you're wrong and go against God's character; c) Corrects when you get off
track from following the world, the flesh, and the devil instead of God's Word; d) Trains you in Right living,
through the power of the Holy Spirit who indwells everyone who believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior.
Children need to see the adults in their lives reading the Bible, talking about it, and living it out daily.

Being a disciple involves some discipline - another word you don't like. Basically this means training, and
you know full well by experience that nothing good comes in your life without some effort.

that's why we practice five Christians disciplines = we pray every day, even thru-out the day or
all day, turning all our thoughts over to the Lord... that's why we read His Word - not just a daily
devotional, but actually reading the Bible, to hear from God, becuz He wrote it down becuz
THIS is what He wants us to know, that's why we worship Him, not just an hour on Sunday
mornings, but with our whole lives all week - doing all things for His glory and becuz He is
changing our lives... and that's why we bring God our gifts and give Him back all of our time and
talents and treasures, becuz it all belongs to Him and for His purposes... and that's why we serve
Him and live for Him, becuz He has EQUIPPED us to serve Him... you can read more about that
in Rom 12 and 1cor12 and Eph 4 and 1 pet 4...

Jesus makes us right with God... and then we are to live out that "rightness" so that we grow up
in Christ to become more & more like Him... even being His REPRESENTATIVES to show &
tell His good news to others... being a "disciple" involves the "disciplines" of the Christian life our training tools that God reveals for us in Scripture...
that TRACTOR that God uses to change us... God's Word = useful for TEACHING us who God
is and who we are in Him... REBUKING us when we're wrong and listening to the world, the
flesh & the devil instead of His truth... CORRECTING us when we're going the wrong way with
our lives and getting us back to walking in His ways... and TRAINING us in
RIGHTEOUSNESS... as we practice and experience the reality of trusting Him and obeying Him
by His power within us...
that's why we practice five Christians disciplines = we pray every day, even thru-out the day or
all day, turning all our thoughts over to the Lord... that's why we read His Word - not just a daily
devotional, but actually reading the Bible, to hear from God, becuz He wrote it down becuz
THIS is what He wants us to know, that's why we worship Him, not just an hour on Sunday

mornings, but with our whole lives all week - doing all things for His glory and becuz He is
changing our lives... and that's why we bring God our gifts and give Him back all of our time and
talents and treasures, becuz it all belongs to Him and for His purposes... and that's why we serve
Him and live for Him, becuz He has EQUIPPED us to serve Him... you can read more about that
in Rom 12 and 1cor12 and Eph 4 and 1 pet 4...

Your new life in Christ is all about growing up to be the person God intends for you to be... so
you re-learn all your presuppositions and defense mechanisms and patterns of thinking and
living... all that is re-learned through the lends of God's Word... and as you completed

Remember when we looked at 2 Timothy 3:15-17 - it says "All Scripture is breathed out by God" for
God's intentional purpose, which "is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work" (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
so

3) - Train children to know the Bible. Children need to know the Bible IS God's Word, that He wrote it
especially for you so you can know what God wants you to know. Since God wrote it, there are no errors
or contradictions, though there are mysteries and profound teachings. Use the "teaching tractor" in 2
Timothy 3:17 to show them how the Bible, a) Teaches what is true, according to God's unchanging holy
character; b) Reproves when you're wrong and go against God's character; c) Corrects when you get off
track from following the world, the flesh, and the devil instead of God's Word; d) Trains you in Right living,
through the power of the Holy Spirit who indwells everyone who believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior.
Children need to see the adults in their lives reading the Bible, talking about it, and living it out daily.

Here the Apostle Paul reminds us that being new creations "in Christ" is the start of new life in
Christ - many passages in Scripture declare that you become a NEW CREATION when you are
born again from above by the Holy Spirit, when you put your trust in Christ alone as Lord &
Savior... old things have passed away - you are no longer under the control of sin, the world, the
flesh, and the devil... you have been translated out of the kingdom of darkness and into God's
glorious light in Christ... the new has come - you have new life in Christ, eternal and abundant,
you have forgiveness of sins, you have the power of the Holy Spirit within you = HE gives you
new life in Christ, and He empowers you to live out Christ's life through your life...
its all about change... when you're re-born, you're not supposed to stay an infant in Christ, you're
suipposed to grow... rows of pews of people in Depends ? NO - God's blueprint for His church is
also His GIFT to the church - His plan & power to change us...
Your new life in Christ is all about growing up to be the person God intends for you to be... so
you re-learn all your presuppositions and defense mechanisms and patterns of thinking and
living... all that is re-learned through the lends of God's Word... and as you completed

Most people get motivated about their favorite personal interests. Maybe it's a hobby or family or work or
health

hobbies or personal interests. Think about all the time and energy you pour into hobbies. Or maybe for
you it's work or family. Maybe winter lets you to work on indoor interests. Or maybe you're an outdoor
person, engaging in winter activities - while getting ready for spring. Maybe you're motivated to improve
your personal health, learning to change your diet and exercise.
Whatever. But what if you would invest the same amount of passion into being a follower of Jesus? What
would it look like? What difference would it make if you became intentional about being a "disciple"?
A disciple is a follower, a learner who intends to become like the master. If you are a Christian, how are
you being made into a disciple of Jesus Christ? And what would it take to get you intentional about it?

As a first step, it would make a tremendous difference in your life if you read your Bible as much as you
read websites, magazines or books about your favorite personal interests. What if you talked about and
got others involved in what you are passionate about.
Maybe it's because it sounds like effort. Most people naturally go with the flow. Take the path of least
resistance. Avoid personal cost. Just take whatever you get from going through the motions.

God caused it to be written down - so that every Christian believer in every time and every place would
know the same words that God spoke. No mistakes or guesses. And Peter says "we are to pay attention
to God's Word as to a lamp shining in the darkness." It works! "The sacred writings make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus" the apostle Paul explains. "All Scripture is breathed out
by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
Do YOU want to be built up by God into a holy dwelling for the Holy Spirit, to display God's wisdom to the
world? Then get intentional with God. Make the Bible your base each day. Put it into your mind, then put it
into action in your life. Follow God's blueprint, and God's plan will become real for you, in you, through
you. Follow God's blueprint, and you will build up not just your life, but those around you too!

As we continue our series on God's Blueprint for His Church, we see
that well, that's exactly what Jesus calls you to do... becuz He changed your life, He expects you
to love Him so much that your greatest passion & time & energy goes toward learning about
Him and living Him out as a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ... and bringing others

God'sBIBLE Blueprint forChurch - 2cor5:17 -Intentional Discipleship - 26 Oct 2014
God's BIBLE Blueprint for HIS Church: Intentional DISCIPLEship
Have you been able to enjoy the beautiful fall weather? Perhaps it has allowed you to pursue
some of your interests or hobbies? Hunting, fishing? Or maybe for you it's crafting, quilting,
scrapbooking? Or Collecting or gardening? Or maybe you give all of your energies into your
work... Either way, I was challenged the other day by this...
what if... thinking about your passion & the time & energy you pour into your outside interests & how you like to talk about it & get others involved too, what if you put the same level of
passion into being a DISCIPLE of Christ ? the word disciple means "learner & follower" ... and
that sounds like time & effort and so many don't do it
...and so that means that others don't get involved either... hmm...

As we continue our series on God's Blueprint for His Church, we see
that well, that's exactly what Jesus calls you to do... becuz He changed your life, He expects you
to love Him so much that your greatest passion & time & energy goes toward learning about
Him and living Him out as a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ... and bringing others
Last time together - we saw from Scripture how YOU are God's "building"... and how YOU are
like living stones, that God is working on you with His "tractor" - the Word of God = He uses for
Teaching, Rebuking, Correcting - Training in Righteousness = TRCTR... BTW THANK YOU
for turning in your completed survey today - so IMP !!
& today, we're going to see how God has equpped us and expects us
to be "INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES" of Jesus... being a disciple or learner or follower involves
"intentional effort" - is this why many don't seem to grow in their new life in Christ...? yes it is
fun to drive that TRCTR but it can also seem like "work" and so we don't...
it's been interesting for Diane & I as we've been changing our life habits, especialy diet &
exercise... as we've seen our "3-Ps" pedaling, paddling, pedestrian activities" become so
rewarding & revitalizing, both physically and spiritually... so we keep our focus on the rewards
especially when it takes effort to make the time for those changes...
Turn in your Bibles today to 2 Corinthians 5 beginning at v17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
Here the Apostle Paul reminds us that being new creations "in Christ" is the start of new life in
Christ - many passages in Scripture declare that you become a NEW CREATION when you are
born again from above by the Holy Spirit, when you put your trust in Christ alone as Lord &
Savior... old things have passed away - you are no longer under the control of sin, the world, the
flesh, and the devil... you have been translated out of the kingdom of darkness and into God's
glorious light in Christ... the new has come - you have new life in Christ, eternal and abundant,
you have forgiveness of sins, you have the power of the Holy Spirit within you = HE gives you
new life in Christ, and He empowers you to live out Christ's life through your life...
its all about change... when you're re-born, you're not supposed to stay an infant in Christ, you're
suipposed to grow... rows of pews of people in Depends ? NO - God's blueprint for His church is
also His GIFT to the church - His plan & power to change us...
Your new life in Christ is all about growing up to be the person God intends for you to be... so
you re-learn all your presuppositions and defense mechanisms and patterns of thinking and
living... all that is re-learned through the lends of God's Word... and as you completed
the SURVEY from last week, you looked at the impact of God's Word in your own life... how
the BIBLE becomes your authority for truth and decisions, and you how bring every thought,
every philosophy, every opinion, every idea, every decision, into the light of God's Word
- and how the BIBLE is the groundwork and foundation of everything that we teach and
endeavor to do here at Riverside Church... and your completed survey will help us to do that
more and better and stronger
- and how God's Word has changed your life in the past & present, and will in the future, as you
endeavor to become more like Christ in all your beliefs and behaviors, in your thinking and in
your living... as you are empowered by the Holy Spirit who gives you new life in Christ...
discipleship is all about CHANGE... dreaded 6-letter word that people of the average age of
Riverside often try to drive out of their lives...

this light bulb is up here to remind me about change - how many church attenders does it take to
change a light bulb? Change? no way - my grandmother paid for that light bulb...! ...how many
psychiatrists ? one - but the light bulb has to really want to change...
speaking of change... why is a man like the weather? becuz nothing can be done to change either
of them... how many men does it take to change paper roll in a restroom... no one knows - it's
never been done
after the wedding a little girl asked her mother - why did the bride change her mind, mommy?
what do you mean? well she went up the aisle with one man and came down the aisle with
someone else...
but God INTENDS for you to "change" - that's why you're a disciple and the word proclaims
change beuz it means "learner" and follower - and to do either and both of these things
necessarily means we will change... how many of you want to stay in the same frame of mind
and life that you had when you became a Christian ??? point is, when you are re-born in Christ,
you start all over, as an infant in Christ, and God intends for you to grow, and change, and
become more like Him...
and the Apostle has more to say about this as we read on... v18 - All this is from God, who
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Well this is the whole point of our new life in Christ, isn't it... not just
that we personally grow and become more like Christ, but that we bear fruit in our lives that
brings others to Christ...
that's the point of intentional discipleship = making sure that you're doing all you can to follow
Christ = becuz your purpose is to share the message with others so they too can be made right
with God...
v20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
s
and we're doing those things to make a difference here in our own community as well as thru our
missionary partners around the world and especially in these 90 days of faith for our friends
genesis church - all because Jesus has changed us, as we trust Him & obey Him...
so as you go thru the SURVEY today, about "intentional discipleship" you'll ask yourself how
you're doing and how your church is doing in 12 key areas... how you are growing as a
Christian ?... how has God equipped you to grow ?... how does God intend for you to bear His
fruit ? and how are you doing with bearing His fruit ?... how are you doing with meeting with
other believers to study God's Word and spur one another on to love and good works ?... how are
you doing with making disciples who likewise are re-born as new creations in Christ and who are
learning & following Him and having their lives changed
It is our prayer for each one of us to GROW and to practice INTENTIONAL discipleship...
trusting the Lord who gives you Life... and obeying Him who gives you reason for living... so
that you are becoming more like Him... and bringing others with you as you show & tell the
good news about Jesus to others...
PRAYER

change us, O God, as you build your church, as you work the tractor of your Word in our lives,
to change us, to build us up, to bring others into your kingdom, as you fulfill your plan and
purpose and for your glory... and use our offerings today, as well as all of our time talents &
treasures as we acknoweldge you as the giver and owner of all things, even our very lives, which
have been redeemed by the blood of Christ, in whose holy and precious and powerful name we
pray, Amen !
Ever been involved with building something that stalled because the people involved couldn't figure out
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INTENTIONAL MISSION VISION
Ever been involved with building something that stalled because the people involved couldn't figure out
WHY they were doing what they were doing? Frustrating. Unneccessary.
Because you need both MISSION - why you're here doing what you're doing, and VISION - where you're
going to what your preferred future looks like.
Form follows function. The classic design statement holds true for organizations as well as objects of
utility and construction. But remember, a "church" is not a building but rather a unique organization which
is actually a living organism - a collection of people becoming one in Christ.
In this series we're looking at God's blueprint for His church. It begins with clear mission and compelling
vision. Our Creator designed His church with definite purpose as the Body of Christ - a "growing building"
of "living stones" - redeemed men and women and children - being fitted together as a holy structure
which grows into a dwelling place for God Himself by the Holy Spirit. That's how the Apostles Paul and
Peter describe it.
God wrote down His mission and vision for you and every Christian in the church: MAKE DISCIPLES.
Along with other passages, He says it clearly in Matthew 28:18-20, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to Me. Therefore, as you are going, MAKE DISCIPLES of all nations,
baptizing them and teaching them all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age."
MISSION - The imperative verb in the passage is "MAKE disciples" and that's your mission and the
purpose of every Christian church. That's why Jesus commissioned you to represent Him, and to grow
His Body by helping others be transformed by Him too. This process involves teaching about Christ and
baptizing into Christ.
VISION - the picture of the intended result of the mission is "make DISCIPLES." A disciple is a learner, a
follower, who intends to become like the master. The vision of the Christian church is a growing group of
people who are becoming more and more like Christ.
Growth consultants helpfully describe mission as being like a picture frame, which gives structure to the
image inside, which is your vision. Together, it's a picture of where you're going and how you'll get there.
For the church, you envision a growing group of disciples becoming more and more like Christ. Your
mission is to make those disciples, according to God's plan and by His power.
Teaching involves learning God's Word. The Bible transforms your thinking and your living according to
God's truth. This includes both public proclamation and private instruction in the Scriptures. This equips
you to build your life on God's unchanging principles of truth and grace, so you become like Christ.
Romans 6 and other passages explain baptizing as personal identification with Christ. It's a picture of new
life in Christ. Going under the water in baptism is like being buried with Him as you become spiritually
dead to sin. Coming up out of the water is like being raised with Him as you become spiritually alive to
God. The water pictures the Holy Spirit, who regenerates you to new life in Christ when you believe in
Him and receive Him as Lord and Savior. That's echoed in 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 which presents God's
mission and vision as new creations in Christ who share that good news with everyone around them.
As the famous blind author Helen Keller said, "the only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no
vision." You may figure it's easier to state your mission than it is to project a vision that others will follow.
But God has given you both, written down in Scripture - so that you can step out in faith.
God is intentional about building His church. As you trust and obey Him, working out His power within you,
He will accomplish both His mission and His vision. That's good news!
So - get intentional - and go for it!

All Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work" (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
God is intentional. He is the master builder, and He has a blueprint. He has revealed it in the Bible. Each
person who trusts in Christ alone for salvation becomes part of God's building project. And it's all based
on God's Word, the Bible. This is our base and foundation, and it drives what and how God builds. And
this plan is the same for every person who believes in Jesus and every congregation of God's people whether across town or across country or across the world.
Jesus prayed for all who would come to believe in Him, that God would build them up: "sanctify them in
the truth, Your word is truth" (John 17:8). Jesus said the Holy Spirit would use God's Word to bring
people to faith in Christ, then teach them God's truth and how to live it out in our lives (John 14:26). That's
how you are sanctified, which means set apart, made holy - just as God said in the verses listed above.
Romans 12:2 says "be transformed by the renewing of your minds" according to God's truth, not lies
of the world, the flesh or the devil - so that you are "conformed to the image of Christ" (Romans 8:29).
God has a plan and He works it out. I like to put it this way, "The Spirit of God works the Word of God so
the people of God become like the Son of God." That's the nutshell version of God's eternal blueprint.
How does God do this? It all happens when you get intentional - when you believe God's Word and then
live it out. That's why Jesus gave you His Holy Spirit - to empower you to understand and live out the
Bible - to "be doers of the Word, not just readers or hearers" (James 1:22).
The Apostle Peter explains in 2 Peter 1:16-21 how the Gospel message isn't myths and manmade stories.
It's the good news about a real person, Jesus Christ, whom the disciples knew with their own eyes and
ears and hands. God told them, "this is my beloved Son, listen to Him" (in Matthew, Mark, and Luke).
The Holy Spirit led the disciples to write it all down. God superintended their words so what they wrote is
His Word. And Peter says this written Word is even more fully confirmed - "made more sure" - than even
their own eyewitness direct experience of hearing Jesus speak and God affirm Him as His son!
God caused it to be written down - so that every Christian believer in every time and every place would
know the same words that God spoke. No mistakes or guesses. And Peter says "we are to pay attention
to God's Word as to a lamp shining in the darkness." It works! "The sacred writings make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus" the apostle Paul explains. "All Scripture is breathed out
by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
Do YOU want to be built up by God into a holy dwelling for the Holy Spirit, to display God's wisdom to the
world? Then get intentional with God. Make the Bible your base each day. Put it into your mind, then put it
into action in your life. Follow God's blueprint, and God's plan will become real for you, in you, through
you. Follow God's blueprint, and you will build up not just your life, but those around you too!
"A guide dog is almost equal in many ways to giving a blind man sight itself. "
Britain's first recipient of a seeing eye dog, 1931
"Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than outright exposure. The fearful are caught as often as the bold."
Helen Keller
"Everything has its wonders, even darkness and silence, and I learn, whatever state I may be in, therein to be content."
Helen Keller
"I can see, and that is why I can be happy, in what you call the dark, but which to me is golden. I can see a God-made world, not a manmade world."
Helen Keller
"The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision."
Helen Keller
"There is no better way to thank God for your sight than by giving a helping hand to someone in the dark."
Helen Keller
"Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see."
Mark Twain
"I don't know what would have happened to me if I hadn't been able to hear."
Ray Charles
"Just because a man lacks the use of his eyes doesn't mean he lacks vision."
Stevie Wonder
"There is no better way to thank God for your sight than by giving a helping hand to someone in the dark."

Helen Keller
"Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much."
Helen Kelle

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22 ESV)

why we're here and where we're going...
project that stalled because

"The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision." - Helen
Kellerquotes from BrainyQuote.com.
BIBLE MESSAGE - as we've just read these excerpts of Matt 28... I wonder... have any of you
been a "man with a mission" this past week? well you probly met them on the road - as our
farmers and their compadres have been hurrying to complete harvest... you can see the gleam in
their eyes... as they work hard to fulfill their vision of fields white unto harvest being gleaned of
all the crops & filling their bins... and this has compelled and propelled them to get all the work
done...
Interesting that in Scripture God would give us this same word picture to spur us on to complete
His heavenly plan & purpose - and that's what we come to, today in our series on Gods Blueprint
for His Church... how God has equipped us to be mission-&-vision driven people... in
accomplishing His purposes for us...
it's a vision we can all relate to... and as together we scan God's blue-prints for His building
program... we see how YOU are God's bldg,
living stones being built up as Christ lives in you by the Holy Spirit...
being worked on by the TRCTR of His Word - teaching, rebuking, correcting, training in
righteoussness, & all by the power of the H.S...
So we see not only God's plan and purpose but also His providence, as He provides the very
things that He intends for us to be and to become.
God's blueprint calls for His church to have a clear sense of God's mission, and a compelling
vision for the future, that is communicated clearly and owned by the congregation... as our
commitment to this mission and vision guides the ministries and decisions of the church... and as
a willingness to change and to take risks is crucial - to our ongoing effectiveness of our
ministries locally and globally...
we see this in Matthew 28 don't we... commonly called "the Great Commission" of the church...
in which Jesus lays out the mission, the driving purpose, of the church... this was so crucial,
because Jesus had just been crucified... the disciples had discovered His empty tomb, and He had
appeared to them in His glorified body, and told them again that He was ascending into heaven,
and that they would remain...
and so Jesus gives these mystified joyful and puzzled disciples His new marching orders... it's
the only verb in the passage, and it's "make disciples"... that's right, all the other words are
participles and qualifiers for the command to action... it reads = Jesus said - "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore,

as you are going, MAKE DISCIPLES of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them all that
I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age...
"all authority" refers to Jesus returning to His pre-incarnate glory and power and dominion at the
right hand of the Father - His crucifixion and resurrection has crushed the rebellion of sin against
the kingdom of God, Christ is victorious, and He reigns as Lord of all - and with this identity and
this authority, Jesus confers His disciples, as His duly appointed representatives and ambassadors,
His authority to do the work He lays out for us... and He repeats His command from John 20:21 "as the Father has sent Me, so I am sending you" - in language unmistakably authoritative in
both His right and power to instruct them, and to expect their obedience, becuz He provides them
with all that they need to do His will on earth = it's language a king would use for His personal
envoys...
also an echo of what we looked at last week, 2 Cor 5:17 - being "new creations in Christ" - as at
the first creation, mankind was made to be God's representative on earth, His stewards over all
creation... so in the new creation, we are appointed His ambassadors, given the ministry of
proclaiming the message of reconciliation in Christ to all people...
& what do you think of the analogy of "new creations" as being like pumpkins = You're a
pumpkin, and God picks you out of His patch, and brings you into His house, and cleans you up,
& carves out all the yucky stuff inside, all the sin and unbelief, & carves a smile on your face,
and puts His light inside to shine to all those around you!
We're new creations, fulfilling His purpose, on His mission, for Him =
so by His light within us - in Mark 16 jesus says proclaim the good news to every person in all
the earth... and here in Matt 28 jesus says, therefore = becuz of His authority eg "as you are
going, as you get along then" do this = His clear imperative command of our purpose, our
mission = make disciples = our instructions, our marching orders... of all nations" = an echo of
the promise to Abraham that in him all nations would be blessed, as the Messiah who would
come in his lineage would bless Jews AND Gentiles... & the authority of Jesus is universal,
covering the entire earth as well as the heavens, and so we are to be, as He commands in Acts 1:8
= His witnesses in Jerusalem, our home community, in all Judea, our own home region, &
Samaria, next-door-neighbor regions, and to the end of the earth = everywhere! BTW book of
Acts chronicles how the church fulfilled thz instructions
& that's why we partner w.missionaries here in our own communities AND around the world,
incl Awana & FCA, theBridge, theBikePark, Gospel Mission, Gideons, Followhard, China
outreach, Christ outreach for the Blind, Ecuador and Peru and Haiti and India, including Jessica
Skelton and Global Compassion, as well as support of EFCA nat'l and district ministries, & of
course our mission of the month Operation Christmas Child, and our special mission partnership
with Genesis Ch!
Whew! - that's quite a list - and we trust the Lord to do this thru us !
and from that day on the Christian church has clearly understood that the reason for our
continued existence on earth - e.g. the reason Jesus doesn't take us up to heaven the moment we
believe, is becuz we are bring others into the kingdom... that's the reason Riverside Church
exists... and Genesis Church, and all Christian churches from the time
Christ uttered these words until He comes again in glory...
AND SO what are we to do, how do we make disciples? first is the proclaiming of the Good
News, reconciliation in Jesus, so that others believe in Him as LORD and Savior - and become
disciples - which means "learners and followers" of Him, Jesus, our Master... and so we are to be
baptizing them = immersing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit, = the one name of the One God, who is three eternal persons in one holy godhead, the
Trinity... and there is one baptism, one faith, one Lord... and when you receive Jesus Christ as
Lord & Savior the Bible describes you as "in Christ" in union with Christ, and baptism is a
picture of that covenant relationship...
& we live it out teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. = as we've seen, God
wrote it all down in this book, the Bible, so that we know what it is we are to teach, about who
God is and who Jesus is -& how we come to faith in Him and what we are to know about Him BTW invitation to stay at 10:30 for the dvd series on the Attributes of God - you'll be amazed &
inspired & encouraged as you understand more about who God is and what He is like - and how
that makes all the difference in your daily walk with Him... and that's the point of Christian
teaching - not just what to believe, but how to live... it's not about knowing, it'as about
growing... the Bible's teaching is not just intellectual, it's practical, for holy living... our
behaviors come from our beliefs... and as Christians our beliefs are to be God's truth, and what
He writes in His holy and unchanging word of truth... and we live that out by the power of the
indwelling Holy Spirit - Christ in us...
And behold, I AM with you always, to the end of the age." again a reminder that it is the Holy
One,the Almighty One, the ruler of heaven and earth, who has conquered sin and the grave and
who reigns at the right hand of our creator and the judge of heaven and earth... upon His
authority we are sent out, as His representatives, with His message, and tho He has risen to
heaven, He is present with us through the Holy Spirit, which He promised as our counselor and
helper... and so Christ is in us, and we are in Christ, and as we go and make disciples, it is Christ
who speaks thru us... and He will never leave us, as He is at work in us to accomplish His
purposes, until He comes again...
WOW - does this get your motor going? Jesus spells out our mission and equips in every way to
accomplish His mission... and as we today refresh our understanding of our mission we're
reminded of the time we spent in the Church Unique process = was an excellent church-wide
conversation about why we're here and where we're going...
and we acknowledged our mission and restated it for our unique situation here at Riverside =
"growing God's family with overflowing good news about Jesus" = and that captures the thurst
and flow of the great commission doesn't it... and that process is so helpful - so take a look if you
will at the graphic on the bulletin cover today, reminder of that our MISSION describe what
we do... to reach our community, the sioux central district, with the good news about Jesus,
which flows thru our community like a river of grace... & our mission flows out of
VALUES = who we are in Christ, redeemed new creations, indwelt by the H.S. so that we can
live by the Book, Christ's life lived out thru us our EFCA values statement = united by a mutual
commmitment to serve our LJC w/guidance of HS and aboedience to the Word of God
MEASURES = how we're growing as intentional disciples so we can see how we're doing and
how we're to become like Jesus...
STRATEGIES = how we'll get where we're going as we're growing and showing & telling the
good news about Jesus to fulfill our mission
= and all this forms a frame around the middle, like a picture frame, and our VISION then is the
picture in the middle, it's where we're going and what we'll look like when we get there... as we
consider our Mission & Values & Measures & Strategies then our Vision comes into clearer
focus, like a picture in a frame...
It's not unlike, for example = planning a family vacation... U imagine yourselves in the chosen
location... mtn top, seashore, remote island, forest, etc... OR e.g. = our son Dan & Rebecca

envisioned a house not small apartment... OR e.g. Genesis Church envision owning bldg not
renting, so funds to help more people in their church and community...
OR awana club in SR... vision of a few committed families OR the bridge of storm lake... the
bike park... etc... see how they all have an OUTWARD FOCUS... it's all about reaching others
for Christ...
Recall that in Church Unique we looked at our community with God's eyes and saw ABC - aging
population w/limited access ~1050... Broken dys-functional fractured families ~1100...Castaway
lost youth w/few alternatives ~750... Then we saw how God answers all those things in His
CHURCH = Accepting fellowship = river of grace... Biblical message with Gods power for
changing us to live for Him... Caring relationships as we live out our faith - other-focused, family
focused... so our mission = growing God's family with overflowing good news about Jesus... Our
VISION flows out of mission... and its more fluid, changing w/needs... So what do you think
about our vision @ riverside??? what do YOU think our vision should be ? how should we word
it, envision our future, where we're going and what we'll look like when we get there??? as you
complete your SURVEY today, you're also asked to put into words what you think the VISION
of riverside church should be... as we work together to fulfill the MISSION that Jesus has given
us, to make disciples...
-&- what do you think the end result will look like, as we become "intentional" learners and
"intentional" followers and "intentional" about being disciples and making disciples... as we
think about how we pursue our personal missions in life, like a farmer getting harvest
done - envisioning the fields white unto harvest all gleaned and all the grain tucked away in the
bins - what if we would pour the same time and energy and passion into BEING DISCIPLES and
MAKING DISCIPLES...what would it look like in our lives = that's our VISION
and as we come to observe COMMUNION together, we are reminded how Jesus pursued His
vision - His prayer in John 17 - for the unity of all believers and His prayer in the garden of
Gethsemane "not my will but Thine be done" spurred Him on to the cross and Heb 12 - for the
joy set before Him endured the cross, to bring many sons to glory... and so as we live and work
for Him, to fulfill His purpose, we are reminded that as we do so, we show forth His death until
He comes
and as we are in Union with Christ, as His representatives, with His authority and with His
power and presence with us, we joyfully and obedientlly and fruitfully work together, to grow
God's family with overflowing good news about Jesus...with a vision to see Jesus transforming
lives throughout our community and world, as He works in us, and for us, and through us, for
His glory, for ever & ever Amen
PRAYER - thanks for God's MISSION & equipping us new creations to fulfill His plan &
purpose... and as we prepare our hearts to observe our unity in Christ and our communion w/one
another, we pray to see clearly the people around us, to show & tell the good news abt Jesus,
as you glorify yourself in us your church to whole universe &tc&tc
COMMUNION = one of the ordnances of the Church ordained by our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ... an expression of our trust in Him...
for all who believe...if you trust in Christ alone as Lord & Savior you are welcome to observe
communion with us today and parents you can instruct your believing children when they are
ready to observe commuion, as the Lord instructs us to examine
ourselves... &tc
Please join in song as our elders distribute the bread...

BREAD = the Lord Jesus on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, This is my body which is for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me
PRAYER
Please join in song as our elders distribute the cup..
CUP = In the same way also He took the cup, after supper, saying, This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
PRAYER
prayer for OFFERING too... Riverside & Genesis
SONG OF RESPONSE & OFFERING
-Invite=coffee /refreshments
& new dvd "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
what IS God like...why does it make such a BIG difference in your life
BENEDICTION Heb13:20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you
with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight,
thru Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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INTENTIONAL BIBLE BASE
The Three Stooges working construction: Moe asks the foreman, "Do you start from the bottom up or the
top down?" Bottom up of course. Moe says to Larry and Curly, "Tear it down boys, we gotta start all over!"
The Bible says about believers in Jesus, "you are God's building" and "you all are God's temple and
God's Spirit dwells in you" (1 Corinthians 3:9 and 16). Jesus said, "I will build My church" (Matthew
16:18) and "you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house" (1 Peter 2:5).
How does God build with living stones? Ephesians 2:19 explains, "Christ Jesus Himself being the
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the
Lord. In Him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit."
The apostle Paul goes on to say in Ephesians 3:10 "so that through the church, the manifold wisdom
of God might now be made known" to all creation - according to the eternal plan that He realized in
Jesus. The resulting building reveals the plan and the planner and the builder - God Himself.
God is intentional. He is the master builder, and He has a blueprint. He has revealed it in the Bible. Each
person who trusts in Christ alone for salvation becomes part of God's building project. And it's all based
on God's Word, the Bible. This is our base and foundation, and it drives what and how God builds. And
this plan is the same for every person who believes in Jesus and every congregation of God's people whether across town or across country or across the world.
Jesus prayed for all who would come to believe in Him, that God would build them up: "sanctify them in
the truth, Your word is truth" (John 17:8). Jesus said the Holy Spirit would use God's Word to bring
people to faith in Christ, then teach them God's truth and how to live it out in our lives (John 14:26). That's
how you are sanctified, which means set apart, made holy - just as God said in the verses listed above.
Romans 12:2 says "be transformed by the renewing of your minds" according to God's truth, not lies
of the world, the flesh or the devil - so that you are "conformed to the image of Christ" (Romans 8:29).
God has a plan and He works it out. I like to put it this way, "The Spirit of God works the Word of God so
the people of God become like the Son of God." That's the nutshell version of God's eternal blueprint.
How does God do this? It all happens when you get intentional - when you believe God's Word and then
live it out. That's why Jesus gave you His Holy Spirit - to empower you to understand and live out the
Bible - to "be doers of the Word, not just readers or hearers" (James 1:22).
The Apostle Peter explains in 2 Peter 1:16-21 how the Gospel message isn't myths and manmade stories.
It's the good news about a real person, Jesus Christ, whom the disciples knew with their own eyes and
ears and hands. God told them, "this is my beloved Son, listen to Him" (in Matthew, Mark, and Luke).
The Holy Spirit led the disciples to write it all down. God superintended their words so what they wrote is
His Word. And Peter says this written Word is even more fully confirmed - "made more sure" - than even
their own eyewitness direct experience of hearing Jesus speak and God affirm Him as His son!
God caused it to be written down - so that every Christian believer in every time and every place would
know the same words that God spoke. No mistakes or guesses. And Peter says "we are to pay attention
to God's Word as to a lamp shining in the darkness." It works! "The sacred writings make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus" the apostle Paul explains. "All Scripture is breathed out
by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
Do YOU want to be built up by God into a holy dwelling for the Holy Spirit, to display God's wisdom to the
world? Then get intentional with God. Make the Bible your base each day. Put it into your mind, then put it
into action in your life. Follow God's blueprint, and God's plan will become real for you, in you, through
you. Follow God's blueprint, and you will build up not just your life, but those around you too!

..the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation thru faith in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is breathed out by God & profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

and the Apostle Peter underscores this in the passage we read before the message = 2 Peter 1:16 - the
Christian message isn't about myths, it's about a real person, Jesus Christ, whom the apostles knew with
their own eyes and ears and hands - and God told them "this is my beloved Son, listen to Him" - and
Peter says this prophetic Word is even more fully confirmed, made more sure - becuz now God has
written it down - and we are to pay attention to it as to a lamp shining in the darkness - becuz
Scripture is not man's word, it is God's Word, written down for us, for you and for me... to know Him, as
Jesus had promised the disciples - the Holy Spirit has written down their eyewitness testimonies so that
every believer in every time & place has God's Word, written down, = so important - becuz we don't need
a special revelation from God... you don't need to seek an experience or vision or revelation from God to
know what He wants us to do as a church - He has already told us, and every church, what His plans are,
and what His blueprints are, for how we are to grow as He builds His church so that the gates of hell will
not prevail against us !
and so that God's plan is the same for our church as it is for the church across town or in the next state or
country - so that God's Word is the same for Riverside Church as it is for Genesis Church in Iquitos, Peru
- so we can come alongside them in our 90 days of faith in full confidence of what GOD is doing for them
and in them and thru them - the same that He wants to do for us and in us and thru us...
The Apostle Paul underscores the importance of the Word of God to the church as he writes in 2 tim
3:14-17 But as for you, continue in what you have learned & have firmly believed...the sacred
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation thru faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
breathed out by God & profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
= we preach the Word of God becuz it changes lives... it's what brings people to salvation in Christ, and it
is what guides our lives... our beliefs and our behaviors... it corrects our errors and keeps us on God's
path - becuz it is the very Word of God, breathed out by Him and written down by Him through His human
agents, so that our lives are transformed and others are brought to Christ and changed too...
and in 2 Tim 2:15 the Apostle writes Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. becuz the Word of God
is the blueprint for how God wants His church to grow and transform people
and Colossians 2 says we are to take every thought captive to Christ - compare it to His word of Truth
so that we're not led astray by deceit of the world, the flesh and the devil...
and the psalmist says "Your Word O God is a light to my feet and a light to my path" - and it's the
BIBLE that has the answers you've been seeking from God... for your discouragement or guidance or
comfort or strength and direction and purpose in your life...
so, if this is so important to God and His plan for the church... how are you doing with God's Word in your
own life...? how are we as a church, both individually and corporately, living out God's plan ?

God has put His plan on display thru His building project the church which is comprised of all
people who have put their trust in Him for salvation, and are indwelt by Him and being build up
by Him - and
and that's what Jesus prayed about in His high priestly prayer in John 17:8 - for I have given
them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in
truth...and they have believed... in v 17 Jesus prays Sanctify them in the truth; your word is
truth.... Jesus prays for His disciples, and for those who believe thru their testimony, that it is the
And the Bible reveals God's blueprint for
Can you relate ?? - Or maybe you're good at building projects. Or maybe you identify more with me untrained - often takes two-three times to get something to work right... don't always know just "how it's
done" - and always helps to consult the blueprints... that's because the architect or designer of the project

has laid out the plans according to how they relate to the overall plan and purpose of the project... and
this principle works whether you're working on a big project or a small one - it's true even for re-arranging
your living room furniture, isn't it...
and it's even true for God's Church... and there are some fascinating Scriptures that give us more than a
glimpse at just how God has designed the church - and how you & I work with Him to build it... because
God hasn't left it up to us to figure it out on our own...
one of those fascinating scriptures is on the cover of your bulletin today - 1 cor 3:9 - YOU ARE GOD'S
BUILDING... does that make you stop and think ??? so many other Scriptures relate to this... incl
Did you know the Bible reveals several aspects of God's "blueprint" for His church? It's true. And the
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God's BIBLE Blueprint for His Church - 1cor3:9 -You are God's bldg
CALL TO WORSHIP = Ephesians 2:17-22 And Jesus came and preached peace to you who
were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both
havehttp://www.esvbible.org/Ep3.12%3BJn10.7%3BJn10.9%3BRm5.2/ access in one Spirit to
the Father. So then you are no longerhttp://www.esvbible.org/Ep2.12%3BHb11.13%3BHb13.14/
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
andhttp://www.esvbible.org/Ga6.10/ members of the household of God, built on the foundation
of thehttp://www.esvbible.org/Mt16.18%3BRv21.14/ apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built
togetherhttp://www.esvbible.org/Ep3.17%3B2Co6.16%3B1Tm3.15/ into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit. Amen-good news!
SCRIPTURE 2 Peter 1:14 -21
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor
and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from
heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have the prophetic word more fully
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns & the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy
of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by
the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
BENEDICTION Ephesians 3:14-21; I bow my knees before the Father, from
whomhttp://www.esvbible.org/Ep1.10%3BEp1.21/ every family in heaven and on earth is
named, that according tohttp://www.esvbible.org/Ep3.8/ the riches of his glory he may grant you
to be strengthend with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted & grounded in love, may have strength to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to jhim who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.
BIBLE MESSAGE =
Remember the time the Three Stooges worked construction ? Moe asks foreman - do you start
from the bottom up -or the top down ? =bottom Moe to -Larry & Curly = tear it down boys, we
gotta start all over !
Can you relate ?? - Or maybe you're good at building projects. Or maybe you identify more with
me - untrained - often takes two-three times to get something to work right... don't always know

just "how it's done" - and always helps to consult the blueprints... that's because the architect or
designer of the project has laid out the plans according to how they relate to the overall plan and
purpose of the project... and this principle works whether you're working on a big project or a
small one - it's true even for re-arranging your living room furniture, isn't it...
and it's even true for God's Church... and there are some fascinating Scriptures that give us more
than a glimpse at just how God has designed the church - and how you & I work with Him to
build it... because God hasn't left it up to us to figure it out on our own...
one of those fascinating scriptures is on the cover of your bulletin today - 1 cor 3:9 - YOU ARE
GOD'S BUILDING... does that make you stop and think ??? so many other Scriptures relate to
this... incl
1 Cor 3:16 = Do you not know that youALL are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in
you? and perhaps this reminds you of God's words to David the King back in 1 Chronicles 17
when he was eager to build a temple and God said I declare to you that the LORD will build
YOU a house... and this pointed to the coming Messiah who would come from his lineage... and
when Jesus came He declared to Peter and the disciples in Matthew 16:18 I will build my church
and the gates of hell will not prevail against it - and then Peter the Apostle writes to believers in
his 1st letter ch 2:5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house and
the Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians that God's plan was designed from before the foundation of
the world - and he writes in 2:19 you are fellow citizens with the saints
andhttp://www.esvbible.org/Ga6.10/ members of the household of God, built on the foundation
of thehttp://www.esvbible.org/Mt16.18%3BRv21.14/ apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built
togetherhttp://www.esvbible.org/Ep3.17%3B2Co6.16%3B1Tm3.15/ into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit...and these are amazing words about how you are God's building, and Paul
goes on in 3:10 to explain: so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the
eternal purpose that He has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord...
God has put His plan on display thru His building project the church which is comprised of all
people who have put their trust in Him for salvation, and are indwelt by Him and being build up
by Him - and
and that's what Jesus prayed about in His high priestly prayer in John 17:8 - for I have given
them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in
truth...and they have believed... in v 17 Jesus prays Sanctify them in the truth; your word is
truth.... Jesus prays for His disciples, and for those who believe thru their testimony, that it is the
Word of God which brings them to Christ, and which sets them apart and makes them holy as
they live for Him, according to His truth - WHY - becuz Jesus was going away to rule from
heaven but the Holy Spirit would live within them, as He told them in John 14:26
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, he will teach you all things and bring
to your remembrance all that I have said to you" and He unpacked this in John 15-16-17...
and the Apostle Peter underscores this in the passage we read before the message = 2 Peter 1:16 the Christian message isn't about myths, it's about a real person, Jesus Christ, whom the apostles
knew with their own eyes and ears and hands - and God told them "this is my beloved Son, listen
to Him" - and Peter says this prophetic Word is even more fully confirmed, made more sure becuz now God has written it down - and we are to pay attention to it as to a lamp shining in
the darkness - becuz Scripture is not man's word, it is God's Word, written down for us, for you
and for me... to know Him, as Jesus had promised the disciples - the Holy Spirit has written
down their eyewitness testimonies so that every believer in every time & place has God's Word,

written down, = so important - becuz we don't need a special revelation from God... you don't
need to seek an experience or vision or revelation from God to know what He wants us to do as a
church - He has already told us, and every church, what His plans are, and what His blueprints
are, for how we are to grow as He builds His church so that the gates of hell will not prevail
against us !
and so that God's plan is the same for our church as it is for the church across town or in the next
state or country - so that God's Word is the same for Riverside Church as it is for Genesis Church
in Iquitos, Peru - so we can come alongside them in our 90 days of faith in full confidence of
what GOD is doing for them and in them and thru them - the same that He wants to do for us and
in us and thru us...
The Apostle Paul underscores the importance of the Word of God to the church as he writes in 2
tim 3:14-17 But as for you, continue in what you have learned & have firmly believed...the
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation thru faith in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is breathed out by God & profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
= we preach the Word of God becuz it changes lives... it's what brings people to salvation in
Christ, and it is what guides our lives... our beliefs and our behaviors... it corrects our errors and
keeps us on God's path - becuz it is the very Word of God, breathed out by Him and written
down by Him through His human agents, so that our lives are transformed and others are brought
to Christ and changed too...
and in 2 Tim 2:15 the Apostle writes Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. becuz the Word of
God is the blueprint for how God wants His church to grow and transform people
and Colossians 2 says we are to take every thought captive to Christ - compare it to His word of
Truth so that we're not led astray by deceit of the world, the flesh and the devil...
and the psalmist says "Your Word O God is a light to my feet and a light to my path" - and it's
the BIBLE that has the answers you've been seeking from God... for your discouragement or
guidance or comfort or strength and direction and purpose in your life...
so, if this is so important to God and His plan for the church... how are you doing with God's
Word in your own life...? how are we as a church, both individually and corporately, living out
God's plan ?
so today we being a new sermon series on God's Bible Blueprint for His Church - God's building
plan - designer views of how God patterns His church - for YOU and me - and how YOU are
God's building, His temple... and He has a plan and purpose for you, and how He will change
your life as you trust & obey Him in all things...
to help us keep on track with God's Word, we're adapting a tool called the "10 Indicators" that
was developed by our denomination, the Evangelical Free Church of America, & has been used
by many other churches & denominations as well... and our Elders have been discussing the 10
indicators and decided we should do the survery together as a church to help us better understand
what God's plan and blueprint is for us... as this has been a great encouragement to so many
churches who seek to trust & obey the Lord and His plan & purpose
and as our leaders have been talking about what to do with our bldg, our facilities, you know all
the experts we've had come to advise us have reminded us that our guiding principles are in
God's Word... & the first things we consider are "what does our facility facilitate?" = why we are
here what it's all for... and that God has given us His blueprint for the church and its all in here,
the Bible...

the Word of God not only reformed the church throughout history - but even in the reformation
one practical aspect was to return the pulpit to the center of the architecture of the church - so
that the preached word of God was the central thing in the life of the church...
so we begin today with the first of this series, with a look at what the 10 indicators calls "the
centrality of the Word of God" = this is a practical thing in your life, because it reminds us that
just like when you build a building, you must start with a strong foundation that will support the
structure, that God has given us the Bible, His Word, for that very purpose - to spell out His plan
and purpose and what He's doing in us and in the world so that we trust & obey & grow for Him
- so we have God's blueprint, and it's the BIBLE you hold in your hands!
so to help us track how we're doing with God's Word in our lives, the 10 indicators includes a
survey...practical tool for growing up in Christ
and I'll give you some instructions in a bit about the survey - for now we note that it will also
serve as PRACTICAL APPLICATION for God's Word in your life today...
Now, maybe you've already picked up the materials in your mailbox and that's a good idea
because there's often something there that we refer to during the service - so if you did, you have
two papers today.
1 = a "tally sheet" & instructions for the survey that we're going to do.
And this page explains how to complete the survey each week - and how your responses will be
completely anonymous, and how you need to respond to each of the 10-12 questions in order for
your survey to be valid, and how it will only take about 5 minutes of your time - but will be
extremely valuable to us and to our elders as we seek to better understand how we're doing at
Riverside in terms of God building His church according to His design and purpose as revealed
in the Bible.
2 = the first page of the survey, titled "The Centrality of God's Word"
AND as you go thru this survey you'll see that in addition to helping us as a church corporately,
YOU personally will find practical application for your own life... becuz YOU ARE GOD'S
BUILDING...!!!!
So let's highlight together the 12 questions on this first survey = that
you'll rate from 5-4-3-2-1 as how completely or often it is true for you:
1. The Bible is the most important authority for me in the decisions of my everyday life.
2. Our leaders consistently teach and model how to penetrate our culture with the gospel - but
also how to be Biblically counter-cultural.
3. The ministries and leadership of this church encourage me to spend a significant portion of
every day in personal Bible study.
4. There are a variety of opportunities in this church to study the Bible in ways that relate to my
life.
5. I can point to specific ministries in this church (other than sermons) where I am taught how to
read, understand, memorize, and apply the Bible for myself.
6. This church provides a clearly defined path that helps me identify important steps of
discipleship, set and achieve personal goals in those areas, and feel like I am making progress in
my spiritual growth.
7. Because of the Bible, I have made an important change in my life
in the past year.

8. The Biblical teaching in our church is easy to understand but also complex enough to
challenge me toward growth.
9. This church helps me grow both “deep” and “wide” in my personal understanding of
Scripture, but always with a view to life change.
10. Our church’s leaders consistently remind us not to turn Scriptural principles into an
arrogant standard for judging others, especially those who are not believers.
11. Our worship of the triune God, in beliefs and behaviors, is focused toward God the Father,
through the Son, and in the Holy Spirit, as revealed in the Old & New Testaments of God's Word,
the Bible.
12. The way I live out my faith each day is guided by the truth of God's Word, as I am
empowered by the Holy Spirit to trust and obey the Lord.
SO - is the Bible CENTRAL in your life ??? it is the focal point of your understanding and
decision-making in your life - so that your beliefs are based on God's Word, and so that your
behaviors are based on God's Word - so that your life is being transformed by God's truth - and
that you are being equipped and you are growing in your ability to understand the Bible and to
use it in your daily life and to be a witness for the Lord Jesus as you represent Him to a watching
world - and so that Christ's purposes are fulfilled for you and in you and thur you ? If so, keep on
keeping on ! and if not - I urge you today to make your commitment to Christ as Lord & Savior,
and to live for Him by His Word and by His power with in you - Amen !
PLEASE JOIN ME IN PRAYER
SONG OF RESPONSE & OFFERING
-Invite=coffee /refreshments & new dvd "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
what IS God like...why does it make such a BIG difference in your life
BENEDICTION Ephesians 3:14-21;

I bow my knees before the Father, from whomhttp://www.esvbible.org/Ep1.10%3BEp1.21/
every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according tohttp://www.esvbible.org/Ep3.8/
the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthend with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted &
grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and
length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to jhim who is able to do far more abundantly
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

BIBLE READING - BEFORE MESSAGE - 2 Peter 1:14-21
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor
and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from
heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have the prophetic word more fully
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no
prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit.

did you ever think of YOURSELF as God's building ???
our leaders have been talking about what to do with our building, and all the experts we've
had come to advise us have reminded us to first consider "what will our facility facilitate?"
=
that's God's blueprint - all these 10 indicators are what WE are to be doing as God's
building and so etc
so, if this is so important to God and His plan for the church... how are you doing with God's
Word in your own life...? how are we as a church, both individually and corporately, living out
God's plan ?

that's why
the Word of God is what teaches us, so that we know Who God is and what we are to believe
about Him and how we are to live, and it guides our practices and it purposes, and in 2 Tim 2:15
the Apostle writes
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.
becuz the Word of God is the primary means by which God guides His people the church... and
how it lays out the blueprint for how God wants His church to grow and transform people who
live for Christ
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LIGHTS IN THE WORLD
Jesus is the "light of the world" - He says so in John 8:12, and we looked last week in some depth at
how Jesus fulfills this truth. But in Matthew 5:14 Jesus told His disciples, "You are the light of the world.
Let your light shine before others." Children in Sunday School sing "this little light of mine, I'm gonna
let it shine!" But how are adults lights in the world?
This is a powerful metaphor which speaks of deep spiritual truths. Jesus, our Creator and Savior, the
Creator of light and of the world, is the light of the world, and promised to pierce the darkness of sin and
despair with His light and life. He fulfilled the prophecies by living a perfect life, dying a perfect death, and
raising a perfect resurrection. And all who believe in Him are indwelt and empowered to shine His light
through their lives. Let's look at three truths associated with being God's lights in the world.
1 - The light of Jesus brings NEW SPIRITUAL LIFE to you - When you receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as your Savior and Lord, you are spiritually re-born as a child of God (John 1:12-13, 3:3). In John 12:36,
Jesus said, "Believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." This is an echo of the many
other "believe" passages in John's gospel.
"God has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light," explains Colossians 1:12.
"He has delivered us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins."
God's light in Christ enlightens you to new life. Scripture says all who put their trust in Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior become God's adopted children. These children of light have been rescued from the
darkness of sin, and therefore now live as people of light rather than darkness.
2 - The light of Jesus brings a NEW WAY OF LIVING for you - In John 8:12 Jesus said, "I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life." When you
believe in Jesus, the light of God's grace and truth has brought new spiritual life to you. His light now
shines through you, showing you the way to live. God's light shows you the path of life.
The Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 5:8, "now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light." In
Romans 13:12 he says, "cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light... put on the
Lord Jesus Christ." Because of the light of Christ within you, you no longer have to live in darkness and
sin. You can say no to sin and yes to God's truth, and then your life truly shines the light of Jesus.
In Philippians 2:15 he says, "you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life." Not only
does your life shine the light of Jesus, but you are like a lighthouse of truth and hope for the people
around you, as you show and tell the good news about Jesus.
3 - The light of Jesus brings a NEW MESSAGE OF LIFE through you - Yes, your changed life speaks
volumes to others. But a big part of your new life purpose now is that you also speak the words of life
about Jesus. It's not just the job of preachers to proclaim Jesus, it's the life calling of every believer.
God's light gives you a new understanding about real life. 1 Peter 2:9 says "you are a royal priesthood
- that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light." The light of Jesus has made such a difference in your life that you want to tell others
about Him. 1 Peter 3:16 instructs you "in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you."
God will give you many chances throughout any given day to shine His light. And just like it's the light of
Jesus shining through you, it's His light proclaiming through you, as Acts 26:12 says "so that Christ
would proclaim light through you to open the eyes of the nations, that they may turn from
darkness to light."
And as John 1:5 says, the good news is that the true light of Jesus will never be put out or overcome by
any kind of darkness. So, be God's lighthouse. Let your light shine!
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD
With Christmas over, our culture reverts. Now it transforms the lights of the holiday season into "blue light
specials on aisle 7 " as people scurry to resume their regular routines and collect more bargains. But what
of Christ? Does the light of Jesus still shine?
The world sort of tolerates Christ at Christmas. Then it tries to put Jesus away with the nativity scenes
and other decorations. "Back in the box with that light. We have other lights to delight us now," they say.
But angels announced Jesus as the fulfillment of the prophets: "The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light - those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined - for to us a
child is born, a son is given" (Isaiah 9:1-7). "You are a light for the nations, to bring salvation to the ends
of the earth" (Isaiah 43:6; 49:6). The glory of the Lord shone all around when the angels proclaimed,
"Unto you is born a Savior who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10).
Speaking about Jesus, John 1:1-11 explains the background, "in Him was life, and the life was the light
of mankind." Jesus coming in the flesh means the Creator Himself came to us, as "the true light, which
enlightens everyone." But seeing is not believing. Not everyone receives Him.
"False light" confuses people. "Satan disguises himself as an angel of light" (2 Corinthians 11:14). As the
"father of lies" (John 8:44), Satan never stops deceiving. People believe all sorts of silly things, instead of
what God has clearly revealed. In 2 Corinthians 4:3-5 the apostle Paul says, "if our gospel if veiled, it is
only to those who are perishing. The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God."
It seems impossible to not see Jesus. He is "the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His
nature" (Hebrews 1:1-4). Jesus the Son has revealed the Father, and made Him known (John 1:18).
The apostle Paul goes on in 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 to make an incredibly profound statement, "we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord... For God, who said, let light shine out of darkness, has shown in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." And this clearly explains why
Jesus is the good news of great joy for all people - the light for the nations.
LIGHT - the Jews sought light, enlightenment, truth, the revealing of the Holy One. Jesus is the CHRIST
that God promised as the light of salvation. Jesus is the Light. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
KNOWLEDGE - the Greeks sought knowledge. Jesus is the SAVIOR, the God-man, the true and perfect
representative of the Creator, the Logos, Word, and source of all understanding, wisdom and knowledge.
GLORY - the Romans sought glory. Jesus is the LORD - the king of kings who conquers all powers of
darkness forevermore ! Jesus is the glory from all eternity past and for all eternity future.
The light of the knowledge of the glory of God shines in the face of Jesus Christ! God has kept His
promises! Good news for all people! "The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we have seen
His glory - glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14).
But seeing is not believing. John 3:19 explains,"the light has come into the world, and people loved
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who hates the light does not come to
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed." But that's exactly why Christ came. Jesus said, "I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk darkness but will have the light of life." (John 8:12).
That's the right response to the light! Believe it! Receive it! Live in it! John 1:12 says "To all who did
receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right (power and authority) to become children of
God, who were born of God." John 1:13 and 3:3 explains this as the gracious work of the Holy Spirit,
enlightening all who believe in Jesus. See the light - and put your trust in Jesus today!
Good news: "The light of the gospel of the glory of Christ" as John 1 proclaims Jesus the light shining
in the darkness. And the darkness has not and cannot and will not overcome the true light of the world!
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JESUS CHRIST - OUR REDEEMER REVEALED
Anticipation - over! Promises - realized! The hope, peace, joy, and love of the season of Advent now
culminates with the birth of Jesus at Christmas. He's here! So ends the waiting, and so begins the joyous
celebration of His life - now, God with us! - as the great pageant of history climaxes in Jesus Christ.
It had been 400 years since a prophet spoke a word from the Lord. But God had promised. And suddenly,
good news! "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" Luke
2:10. These titles reveal the uniqueness of Jesus in His deity and humanity, fully God and fully man.
The prophesied One. Promised in extraordinary ways. Conceived in miraculous means. Announced with
phenomenal message. Now, born in exceptional circumstances. Who is He? As you peel back the layers
of prophecy and history - like opening the windows on your Advent calendar each day - the picture
painted in Scripture becomes crystal clear. In five words: Creator, Cradle, Cross, Crown, Come.
Jesus Christ is your divine CREATOR who made you in His own image - now come to a CRADLE in
human flesh to live a perfect life - to go to the CROSS to redeem you, pay for your sins, be resurrected to
life - to gain the CROWN of eternal life, so that all who COME to Him, believing and receiving Him as Lord
and Savior, are re-created, re-born and adopted as God's children. His new life living through theirs.
No ordinary child. Wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. Announced to simple shepherds at
Bethlehem, not kings and priests in Jerusalem. Things which speak of profound purpose. This child in the
cradle is destined for a cross. The swaddling cloths will become grave clothes. The stone feed trough will
become a tomb. The adoring visitors will become a crowd crying "Crucify Him!" He will be spat upon,
whipped, beaten, and put to death. But the grave will not hold Him. He lived, He died, and He lives!
We prefer the pageantry of Christmas, not the reality. We like to dwell on romantic notions of candles and
nativity scenes. We don't want to think about how we've sinned - so that we need a Redeemer. Mostly,
we don't want to think about this child in a cradle going to the cross. That's gross, you say?
But to ignore the cross of Christ is like admiring the gift without opening it. That's like little kids playing
with the box instead of the present inside. But adults do that too. Statistics show about 80% of shoppers
buy a gift card at Christmas - amounting to over 100 billion dollars a year. Trouble is, people aren't
playing their cards right, since about one-fourth don't get redeemed that next year.
Are you like that with God's gift? Are you just putting up with Christ in Christmas? Attending services to
please someone else? Enjoying the kids and the candles? But not the Christ-child? Not the Redeemer.
Are you just admiring the wrapping of God's gift? Are you just playing with the box?
Or have you truly received His gift - so that Jesus has changed your life - making all things new for you!
Because the good news about Christmas is five words - our CREATOR came in a CRADLE to go to the
CROSS to gain the CROWN of life so that all who COME to Him can receive His resurrection life.
Baby Jesus grew up and fulfilled God's purpose for His life. He's inviting you to fulfill God's purpose for
yours. Because at the end of the year you think about your life and all you've experienced. And when
you realize who Jesus IS and why He has come, you realize that your real life isn't what happens
TO you - it's what happens FOR you. It's all happened so that you will know that Jesus is real and He
has come to take all your griefs and sorrows - to give you back eternal joy unspeakable.
John 1 says Jesus is the life, and His life is the light of mankind. The darkness cannot overcome the light
and life of Christ. He keeps all His promises. And all this new life in Christ begins by humbly receiving
Jesus as your Lord and Savior, and then living for Him - His life through yours, His power through you.
And like the angels and shepherds, you go out and tell everyone about Him. Because HE IS the good
news. Jesus is the reason for the season - so that YOU can be re-born from above, receive forgiveness
of your sins, new power and purpose for your life, and the crown of eternal life that Jesus gives.
When you truly receive God's gift of Jesus, you WILL have a Merry Christmas - and a Happy New Year!
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LOVE - REALITY OF REDEMPTION
Sometimes, Christmas seems unreal. All this talk of peace and hope and love and joy. Our world needs
all that. You need that. And that's what makes the reality of Christmas all the more real.
Christmas is the love language that speaks to all people. The book "The Five Love Languages" explains
how we generally respond emotionally to five communications that makes us feel loved: Affirming words,
physical touch, undivided time, receiving gifts, acts of service. These five languages speak "love."
That's the real life world you live in. And on that first Christmas, God spoke volumes. He came to us to be
with us, in His physical presence. With words of hope and peace and love and joy, in order to save us,
the greatest act of service the world has ever known. The greatest gift ever given, came - to be received.
The name Jesus means "God saves." He is our Savior, the Mighty God who created us and re-creates
us in Christ. Jesus is the Christ, the Promised One, the most precious gift of God. Jesus is Lord of all, of
time and eternity, the Everlasting Father who will never leave you. Jesus is the Prince of Peace, who is
Himself our peace, our hope, our joy, and love. Jesus is Emmanuel, "God with us," the Wonderful
Counselor who by the Holy Spirit indwells all who believe and receive Jesus as Lord and Savior.
Receive Him. Speak words to Jesus that acknowledge Him as your Lord and Savior. Spend time with Him,
reading the Bible and praying. Worship Him with your church. Realize His presence as you trust Him.
And since He has so loved you, and given you His Holy Spirit, you too can love like He does. That great
Christmas passage, Philippians 2:1-11 explains it in grand poetry. Our Creator laid aside heavenly glory
to come wrapped in swaddling cloths, to be God's obedient servant and pay for sin, then be raised again
to reign in heaven. Many reject Him today, but one day EVERYone will acknowledge, Jesus IS Lord!
Because before Eden, God planned Emmanuel for all Eternity - God with us! The majestic language in
Ephesians 1:3-14 expands our understanding the reality of our redemption. In LOVE, our Creator,
"before the foundation of the world" determines to be our Redeemer - as He lavishes upon us the
riches of His grace. God ordains that all those He adopts as His children - and who in "the fulness of
time" believe in Jesus - will live forever with Him, for the "praise of His glory" in Christ. That's love!
1 John 4:9 says "In this the LOVE of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son
into the world, so that we might live through Him." The message of Christmas is all there. Our Creator
comes in a Cradle to go to the Cross and pay for sin and rise again to gain the Crown of eternal life.
1 John 4:10 says "In this is LOVE, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to
be the payment for our sins." It's not something you earn. You receive His love and life by simply by
receiving God's gift of Jesus. He is your Redeemer. Jesus saves! That's love. And then, as 1 John 4:11
says, "Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to LOVE one another." In Christ, you are the
beloved child of God. As His resurrection life lives through yours, you - not only ought to but are ABLE to love one another. Because, as Galatians 5:22 teaches, love is the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
So this Christmas, YOU can echo God's lavish language of love in Christ, in real life. You can speak
affirming words to others, encouraging them with good news about Jesus. You can hug and touch others,
to convey the love of Christ, "God with us." You can spend time with them, especially those grieving or
lonely, when the absence of loved ones and the weight of loss seems so heavy during holidays.
You can do acts of service. Put their needs ahead of yours. Think creatively about blessing others, in
Jesus' name. And of course, gifts. Giving and receiving. Receive the gifts others give you, no matter how
tasteless they may seem. Appreciate their intentions of thoughtfulness. Thank them. Be a giver, not a
taker. Give gifts that convey love to others. Accompany them with the lavish love of Christ.
YOU can do all five practical LOVE languages, even when you don't feel like it - IF you have received
God's gift in Christ. Our Redeemer sets you FREE from sin and self so that His real life overflows through
you. That's your real life: Realizing the reality of that Christ-child in the manger - and how only JESUS can
make YOUR real life really REAL. Now, and forever.
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JOY - RADICAL REDEMPTION
"He was a squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner." When greeted with
"Merry Christmas!" the sad self-contained soul spat out, "Bah! Humbug!" Then he encounters the three
spirits of Christmas: past, present, and future. He becomes convicted of his wayward life.
Finally, he cries out in repentance, "I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will
live in the Past, the Present, and the Future. The spirits of all three shall strive within me. I will not shut
out the lessons they teach." His resulting joyful and remarkable transformation reveals that Ebenezer
Scrooge has become spiritually alive - a genuine Christian conversion. Radical redemption.
Dickens writes, "He became as good a friend, as good a master, and as good a man as the good old City
knew. It was always said of him that he knew how to keep Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the
knowledge. May that be truly said of us, and all of us! As Tiny Tim observed, "God bless us, every one!"
1 - A first lesson of Scrooge is the JOY of "Christmas past." This is the incarnation of Christ, God come
in the flesh. God sent His only Son to be born of a virgin, to fulfill His promises of a Savior. An angel
proclaims the miracle in Luke 2:10, "Behold, I bring you good news of a great JOY that will be for all
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."
Conceived by the Holy Spirit, Jesus is the divine God-man who lived a perfect life so He could die a
perfect death and pay the penalty for sin, so that all who believe in Him receive His resurrection life.
That's breathtaking good news because God doesn't command us to save ourselves. He announces not
an exhortation to change ourselves, but an invitation to be changed by Him! That's a miracle too!
So, learn to LIVE in the JOY of Jesus - who saves you from your sin. Don't let your past define you. Jesus
makes everything new. Scrooge was transformed from a selfish old miser. Mankind became his business.
He joyfully and earnestly looked after the needs of others, putting their interests ahead of his own.
2 - A second lesson of Scrooge is the JOY of "Christmas Present." This is the indwelling of Christ.
Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And all who believe in Him as Savior and Lord are re-born by the
Holy Spirit. In Jesus, God fulfills His promises of the New Covenant. "I will give you a new heart, and a
new spirit I will put within you." (Ezekiel 36:26). This is a miracle of "radical redemption."
So, learn to LOVE others in the JOY of the good news about Jesus. You experience JOY when you live it
out as J-O-Y... J-esus first, O-thers next, Y-ourself last. You do this because Jesus lives in you and
through you - so you can reach others for Him. The "church" is not a place you visit on Sundays, the
"church" is God's people who go out, to show and tell the good news about His radical redemption.
3 - A third lesson of Scrooge is the JOY of "Christmas Future." This is our inheritance in Christ. Jesus
miraculously came in the flesh in the past as Emmanuel, "God with us" to save us. Jesus lives "with" and
in us in the present. And one day He will come again to take us to live "with Him" in His presence forever.
Hebrews 9:15 says Christ "is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance." This will happen when Jesus comes again. Advent refers
not only to the first coming of Jesus, but also to His second coming. And that's what we're waiting for!
So, learn to LOOK forward to future JOY - to Christmas Yet To Come, which lasts forever. Hebrews 9:26
says "He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself. And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ,
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin
but to save those who are eagerly waiting for Him." Jesus keeps His promises.
Are you ready? You are, if you have received radical redemption. If you have believed in Jesus as Lord
and Savior, then you are saved (past), you are being saved (present), and you will be saved (future). And
you, like Scrooge, can honor Christ in your heart - and keep Christmas all the year.
May God bless you, every one!
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PEACE - REASON FOR REDEMPTION
Good news pierced the cold darkness of the first century with a glorious Christ-mas proclamation: "Fear
not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for ALL the people. For unto YOU
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."
That's Luke 2:10, which says this good news is for ALL the people. Why does Luke 2:14 say "on earth
peace among those with whom He is pleased." Why do only SOME get what's available to ALL?
Good question. But first, WHY is this peace good news anyway? Why was it absent? Why instead was
there fear and conflict and darkness and disease and death in the world? Because "Sin came into the
world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned" explains Romans 5:12. You sin because you inherit Adam's sin. You are a born sinner. You
personally disobey God and perpetuate human rebellion against Him.
That's the bad news. But there's good news: "We rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation" (Romans 5:11). And the good news came right
after the bad news in Genesis 1-3. Adam's sin brought the curse of death upon mankind. Immediately, the
first gospel was given. In Genesis 3:15 the "proto-evangelium" our gracious God promised "the offspring
of the woman," a Savior to bear the curse. This came true thousands of years later, as Isaiah 9:6
promises, "to us a child is born, to us a son is given... the Prince of Peace." Jesus is our true peace.
As the "second Adam" Jesus pays the penalty for the sin of the first Adam and his progeny, including your
personal debt of sin. Galatians 4:4 explains, "When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, to redeem those who receive adoption as sons." A redeemer makes payment
for something. He does what you cannot do. Jesus makes everything right with God.
But only by receiving this gift of Jesus can you receive the promised peace with God. That's why the
peace available to ALL becomes reality only for SOME. It's like a Native American peace council in the
movies. It is called for all, but only those who participate in the peace pipe will have peace. As Romans
5:1 says, "we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."
To receive redemption, you receive God's gift, Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. The Prince of Peace
becomes Lord of your life, making you an adopted child of God, and giving you peace with God. In Christ,
you now address God as Father, personally and peacefully, no longer at enmity with Him. Galatians 4:6
says, "God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba, Father!"
2 Corinthians 5:17 explains this supernatural work of the Holy Spirit this way, "If anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation. The old has passed away, behold the new has come." This is the "new birth" Jesus
talked about in John 3:3, being born again from above by the Holy Spirit. And 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 goes
on to say, "All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us... and gave us the message of
reconciliation." God did what only He can do and sent His Son to redeem us, to reconcile us to Him.
Reconciliation is the reason for redemption. Only in Jesus can you have peace with God. It's not
something you can do, it's something you receive. By faith, you believe that God is as good as His word,
and that your peace with God comes from trusting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.
But it's not just for you. New life in Christ also brings peace with yourself and peace with others. And a
new life purpose. You receive God's gift of redemption, and He also entrusts you with His message. As 2
Corinthians 5:20 explains, all who become new re-creations in Christ are now "ambassadors for Christ,
God making His appeal through us, on behalf of Christ, to be reconciled to God."
That's why YOU say the same things and sing the same songs as the angels who heralded Christ's birth
in Luke 2: "good news of great joy... unto YOU is born a Savior, Christ the Lord." And just like the
shepherds who told EVERYONE what they had seen and heard, you too have a lifetime Christ-mas
mission, to invite others: if YOU receive The Gift - trust in Jesus - you too will have true PEACE!
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HOPE - ROOT OF REDEMPTION
The four Sundays before Christmas are called "Advent." The word means "coming" and so you anticipate
the birth of our Savior. This is the long-expected and pivotal event in the history of the world, because the
coming of Jesus is the only reason you have HOPE for your life.
The coming of Christ, the Redeemer, is the reason family histories were kept. Only God knows who is
coming and when, because He is forming His forever family tree. Even that popular TV show which traces
the roots of famous people would affirm that no one in your past ever predicted you in advance. No, you
look backward at your lineage to discover your ancestors.
But for Jesus, people looked forward to this one promised descendant. And His roots are the roots of your
redemption. You can trace through history - His story - and marvel at God's amazing providence in
bringing about the birth of Jesus Christ, because only He can change your life.
Jesus is the most unique figure in all of human history. Someone has well said, Jesus Christ is the ONLY
person ever born into this world whose ancestry, birth-time, forerunner, birth-place, birth-manner, infancy,
manhood, teaching, character, career, preaching, reception, rejection, death, burial, resurrection, and
ascension - were ALL pre-written hundreds and thousands of years BEFORE He was born.
The genealogy of Jesus, listed in Matthew 1 and Luke 3, trace His genetic and legal claims as Christ,
especially highlighting His relationship to Adam, Abraham, and David. These are three of the important
people in the Old Testament given remarkable prophecies concerning the promised Messiah.
Genesis 3:15 promised Adam "the offspring of the woman" who would come to pay for sin. What a
disappointment when Cain killed Abel. Then Seth was born. And God renewed His promise. In Genesis
12, He promises to make Abraham the father of many nations. Genesis 22:18 says "In your offspring
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." And Galatians 3:16 says "that offspring is Christ."
God renewed His promise with an amazing covenant with King David, the son of Jesse, who traces back
to Abraham and Adam. 2 Samuel 7:12 says, "I will raise up your offspring, who shall come from your
body, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom forever." Matthew 1 and Luke 3 and many other
passages establish Jesus Christ as the One to whom the world looked forward.
Isaiah 11:1-3 predicts, "There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from
his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him." Romans 15:12 affirms
Jesus as this promised shoot of Jesse, and verse 13 says "May the God of HOPE fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in HOPE."
This promise of HOPE in Jesus is the real thing that gives your life meaning. Because after earthly life
comes earthly death. Only those who are spiritually alive in Christ will have eternal life with Him in heaven
forever. Without Jesus, you are living a HOPE-less life, and you will suffer a God-less eternity.
Galatians 4:4 explains, "When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, to redeem those who receive adoption as sons" through the Holy Spirit. John 1:11 says,
"to all who received Jesus, who believed in His name, He gives the power (right, authority, reality)
to become children of God - to those who are born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
the will of man - but born of God." Speaking of being re-born from above by the Holy Spirit, in John 3:3,
Jesus says, "unless you are born again, you cannot see the kingdom of God."
John 3:16 says, "God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life." Jesus is the offspring God promised as Redeemer.
With all His promises, God gives you HOPE in Jesus. This CHRIST-mas season, He invites you to
believe in Jesus Christ - to receive His gift of forgiveness of sins and eternal life, as His adopted child. But
you must be re-born, spiritually, by receiving and believing in Christ as your Lord and Savior.
God is growing His forever family tree. But you can't receive if you don't believe. Trust in Jesus today!
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THANKS-giving
Did you know? - if it wasn't for persecution, you wouldn't be celebrating Thanksgiving this week. It's not
about Pilgrims entertaining Indian neighbors. History tells a far more dramatic narrative, packed with
profound meaning for today. It's about the providence of God for His people.
"O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever!" begins Psalm
107. It traces the ancient Israelites returning from exile to their Promised Land. It is also called "the
Pilgrim's Psalm" because it echoes the real life experience of this famous group of freedom-seeking
Christ-followers. Due to the Reformation, ordinary people could now own and read the Bible in their
everyday language. Except when to do so violated the law of the land. Corrupt kings and church officials
conspired to deprive basic human rights of speech and religion and the freedom to assemble.
Psalm 107: 5-7 says "Their soul fainted within them. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and He delivered them from their distress. He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to
dwell in." Hounded by English authorities, in 1609 the Pilgrims finally escaped to Holland, where they
found some measure of religious liberty. Their pastor, John Robinson, was former dean of Cambridge
University. He taught them the Bible and foundational principles of religious, civil, and economic freedom.
But they lived in poverty. And a godless culture threatened to snatch their children.
Psalm 107:13-15 says, "Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from
their distress. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and burst their bonds
apart. Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love, and for His wondrous works." After much
prayer, and with formidable difficulty, including multiple betrayals, imprisonments, and humiliations, some
finally were able to sail for the New World in summer 1620, hoping to escape impending death.
Psalm 107:22 says "Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of His deeds in songs of joy."
Intrepid faith sustained them through a traumatic 66-day journey in tumultuous seas. Storms blew them
far off course. Their deprivations and impending winter left them in an extremely dangerous situation.
Psalm 107:29-31 says, "He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. Then
they were glad that the waters were quiet, and he brought them to their desired haven. Let them
thank the LORD for His steadfast love." Five hundred miles north of their destination, they sailed into
Cape Cod. They found suitable harbor near Plymouth Rock, and already-cleared land which had been
abandoned years before when a plague had wiped out the Pawtuxet Indians.
Psalm 107:32 says, "Let them extol Him in the congregation of the people, and praise Him in the
assembly of the Elders." Forty-six men crowded into the captain's cabin on the 11th of November 1620.
They had to form their own government, to replace their official charter for Virginia. They wrote the
Mayflower Compact "In the name of God, Amen!" It describes their purpose to plant a colony for the glory
of God and advancement of the Christian faith. Their covenant for a new civil body politic to govern
themselves, was the first such document in history, says the World History Institute.
Psalm 107:36-38 says, "there He lets the hungry dwell, and they establish a city to live in; they sow
fields and plant vineyards and get a fruitful yield. By His blessing they multiply greatly." The harsh
first winter cost the lives of over half their number. Finally in 1623 their resolve for God's principles and
free enterprise, with help from friendly Indians, resulted in growing crops. Threatened by drought, they
remembered they had forgotten to thank God for His providence. After a day of fasting, repentance and
prayer, gentle rains fell. They were saved, and Governor Bradford declared a Day of Thanksgiving.
Psalm 107:43 says, "Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; let them consider the
steadfast love of the LORD." History reveals a plethora of fascinating layers of God's providence for the
Pilgrims. Persecution prompted their pilgrimage. Hardships steeled their character. Miracles delivered
them time and again. Fervent faith fueled their trust in the bounty of Almighty God's grace and truth.
As you pause to thank God this Thanksgiving, pray for Christians around the world experiencing dire
persecution for their faith, and for God's steadfast love to give them - and you - the needed strength to
live for the LORD in every life situation, trusting and obeying Him day by day.
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PILGRIMS PSALM
Did you know? - if it wasn't for persecution, you wouldn't be celebrating Thanksgiving today. This drama
of history is packed with profound meaning for us, about the providence of God for His people.
"O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever!" begins Psalm
107. It traces the ancient Israelites returning from exile to their Promised Land. But it's called "The
Pilgrim's Psalm" because it echoes the real life experience of this famous group of freedom-seeking
Christ-followers. Due to the Reformation, ordinary people were able to own and read the Bible in their
everyday language. Except when to do so violated the law of the land. Kings and corrupt church officials
conspired to deprive basic human rights of speech and religion and the freedom to assemble.
Psalm 107: 5-7 says "Their soul fainted within them. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and He delivered them from their distress. He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to
dwell in." Hounded by English authorities, in 1609 the Pilgrims finally escaped to Holland, where they
found some measure of religious freedom. Their pastor, John Robinson, was former dean of Cambridge
University. He taught them the Bible and foundational principles of religious, civil, and economic freedom.
But they lived in poverty. And a godless culture threatened to snatch away their children.
Psalm 107:13-15 says, "Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from
their distress. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and burst their bonds
apart. Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love, and for His wondrous works." After much
prayer, and with formidable difficulty, including multiple betrayals, imprisonments, and humiliations, a few
Pilgrims finally were able to sail for the New World in summer 1620, hoping to escape impending death.
Psalm 107:22 says "Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of His deeds in songs of joy."
Intrepid faith sustained them through a traumatic 66-day journey in tumultuous seas. Storms blew them
far off course. Their deprivations and impending winter left them in an extremely dangerous situation.
Psalm 107:29-31 says, "He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. Then
they were glad that the waters were quiet, and he brought them to their desired haven. Let them
thank the LORD for His steadfast love." Five hundred miles north of their destination, they sailed into
Cape Cod. They found suitable harbor near Plymouth Rock, and already-cleared land which had been
abandoned years before when a plague had wiped out the Pawtuxet Indians.
Psalm 107:32 says, "Let them extol Him in the congregation of the people, and praise Him in the
assembly of the Elders." Forty-six men crowded into the captain's cabin on the 11th of November 1620.
They had to form their own government, to replace their official charter for Virginia. They wrote the
Mayflower Compact, "In the name of God, Amen!" It describes their purpose to plant a colony for the glory
of God and advancement of the Christian faith. The World History Institute describes this covenant for a
new civil body politic to govern themselves as the first-known document of its kind in history.
Psalm 107:36-38 says, "there He lets the hungry dwell, and they establish a city to live in; they sow
fields and plant vineyards and get a fruitful yield. By His blessing they multiply greatly." Half of
them died that harsh first winter. Finally in 1623 their resolve for God's principles and free enterprise, with
help from friendly Indians (especially Squanto), resulted in growing crops. After a drought, they
remembered they had not thanked God for His providence. And after a day of fasting, repentance and
prayer, gentle rains fell. They were saved, and Governor Bradford declared a Day of Thanksgiving.
Psalm 107:43 says, "Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; let them consider the
steadfast love of the LORD." There's a plethora of fascinating details about the Pilgrims, persecution,
and God's providence, which reveal ever more layers of the lovingkindness of our faithful God.
Persecution prompted their pilgrimage. Hardships steeled their character. Miracles delivered them time
and again. Fervent faith fueled their trust in the bounty of Almighty God's grace and truth.
As you pause to thank God this THANKS-giving Day, pray for Christians around the world experiencing
dire persecution for their faith. Pray for God's steadfast love to give them - and you - the needed strength
to live for the LORD in every life situation, trusting and obeying Him day by day!

Did you know? - if it wasn't for persecution, you wouldn't be celebrating Thanksgiving this week. Children
today are often taught it's about the Pilgrims thanking the Indians. But history tells a far more dramatic
narrative, packed with profound meaning for today. It's about the providence of God for His people.

Did you know? - if it wasn't for persecution, you wouldn't be celebrating Thanksgiving this week. It's not
about Pilgrims entertaining Indian neighbors. History tells a far more dramatic narrative, packed with
profound meaning for today. It's about the providence of God for His people.

persecution drove pilgrims to our shores... hardships steeled their character, as they trusted &
obeyed God Almighty who had saved them and called them to etc
miraculous providence and deliverance they experienced - encourage us to THANK
and to live out our thankfulness by sharing the bounty of God's grace in Christ etcetc...
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CREEPING PERSECUTION ?
Christians are preferred targets of horrific things happening around the world, particularly in Iraq, Syria
and where the Islamic State army is on the march in the Middle East. It's also in news from the United
Kingdom, Canada, and America. Organizations, schools, corporations, and governments local and
national increasingly discriminate against Christians. Our freedom of religion and speech - rights granted
by God and affirmed in our Constitution which officials take an oath to uphold - are ignored.
The label "Christian" gets applied to millions of people who passively accept it because they've grown up
in an American culture which was historically far more Christ-like than it is today. Many people wear this
cultural identification without actually being born-again, Bible-believing followers of Christ. The crosshairs
are trained on all who wear the label, but true believers bear the brunt of trouble.
Does this mean you can expect terrorists to suddenly storm your doors and demand you swear allegiance
to their hateful intolerant "religion" that demands you convert or die? Not necessarily, yet. Perhaps you
find this unthinkable. But here's the reality - "persecution" takes many forms, and creeps in via stages.
Think about these five levels in light of your own experience, as well as what's in the news.
1 - STEREOTYPING - promoting selective generalizations about your beliefs... Dishonest slurs hurt, too,
and people try to avoid the slings and barbs of negative words. But many "Christians" so fear any
pressure that they actively avoid even this relatively mild stage. They camouflage their beliefs and simply
blend in with non-believers around them. Instead of obeying Christ's command by letting His light shine
through, they drop under the cover of darkness too. That was easy, so the enemies ramp up.
2 - VILIFYING - consistently portraying you in negative or evil ways... They declare you intolerant,
unloving, un-Christ-like, if you speak against what they have decided is acceptable and preferred. This
includes abortion, homosexuality, divorce, and other social rebellions against God's character, that also
clearly harm society. But intolerant unreasonable people will not tolerate you, your opinions, or the Bible.
3 - MARGINALIZING - discriminating against you and your beliefs... They use media, marketing, money
and politics. Even when what they say is obviously untrue, you'll pay a price if you do not actively parrot
their demands, in school, media, workplace, and the public square. It's not enough to tolerate LGBT etc,
you must actively promote it. People who question tenets of secular humanism or "goo-to-you" evolution
are labeled unscientific - even though Christians invented "science" and approach all data with carefully
framed presuppositions and clear rational logic, as well as faith in God's written revelation.
4 - CRIMINALIZING - making rules against you and your beliefs... This includes policies, regulations and
laws, even in violation of constitutionally protected rights of speech and religion. A teenage girl not
allowed to wear a "virginity rocks" t-shirt in school... universities which require campus Christian groups to
allow non-believers to be office-holders... government mandating that health insurance providers must
pay for contraception and abortion even though it violates their conscience and religious beliefs... and
prison or fines for "hate crimes" in Canada and Britain, just for reading or teaching what the Bible says.
5 - PERSECUTING - indirect and direct means of harassment and harm... Christians face increasing
injury, including physical, emotional, mental, and economic, in most aspects of society and culture. For
many, promoters of sexual perversion and radical Islam present immediate threats. They impose five
choices: leave, give in, convert, die, or fight. Each response involves spiritual warfare.
In Matthew 10:28 Jesus said, "Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather
fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in Hell." In John 8:24 Jesus said, "Unless you believe
in Me, you will die in your sins." In John 15:20 Jesus said, "if they persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you." In John 16:33 Jesus said, "I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world."
What's the point in being a "cultural Christian"? Make sure you are a TRUE Christ-follower, a born-again
believer. Don't be a camouflaged Christian. Live in the POWER of the Holy Spirit. Put on the "armor of
God" and let the light of Christ shine through. Show and tell the good news about Jesus. PRAY.
Persevere. TRUST and OBEY the Lord, and all WILL be well. No matter what.
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SOLDIERING ON ?
How did you observe Veterans Day? Maybe you just didn't get your mail. Maybe you attended an
observance at your school or community center. Maybe you skipped it.
This national holiday began as Armistice Day -- 11th hour of the 11lth day of the 11th month of 1918,
when truce was called between Germany and the American allies, leading to the end of World War 1. In
1926, Congress declared the day to be observed with prayers and thanksgiving. In 1938 it became a
legal holiday. In 1954, Congress officially changed its name to Veterans Day, to honor all Americans who
served in any of our wars.
Veterans Day honors living people, while Memorial Day, observed in May, honors those who have died.
But now we live in day when some people aren't sure what to do with veterans. One school even wants to
ban the 21-gun salute, so as not to "scare children." Some in our country think it unwise or even wrong to
honor veterans. Hmm.
This makes soldiers a good illustration of persecution. How so? The great theologian John Calvin referred
to soldiers as "agents of God's love." He said soldiering is a "God-like act" because "restraining evil out of
love for neighbor is an imitation of God's restraining evil out of love for His creatures."
In John 15:13, Jesus said, "Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends." That's the ultimate expression of the Great Commandment (Mark 12:30-31) - to love God with
your whole being, and your neighbor as yourself.
Sounds like sacrifice? You're right. The Apostle Paul used the word-picture of a soldier to drive home that
point in his writings. In 2 Timothy 2:1-4 he writes, "be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ
Jesus...and...share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in
civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him."
Soldiers endure hardship, from boot camp to active duty to discharge. Most entered military service with a
sense of pride of country and devotion to defending the freedoms and values that our country was
founded on. These values come directly from the pages of the Bible, which informed our Founders, who
put their own lives on the line in their Declaration of Independence. But many veterans today have never
been thanked for their service and sacrifice. Many cannot get the medical attention they need to deal with
battle scars of every description, mental and physical.
Being a soldier requires discipline. Putting aside personal pursuits in favor of higher principles. Some
people take offense at that. They're not about to sacrifice themselves. But they say you should sacrifice
yourself, your beliefs and principles and your very life, for them. They don't like Jesus, and they don't like
you. In John 15:20, Jesus said, "if they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you." Count on it.
Being a soldier is tough. Many passages in the New Testament liken the Christian life to warfare.
Believers are encouraged to "wage the good warfare" (1 Tim 1:18) and "fight the good fight of the
faith" (1 Tim 6:12). God promises we will conquer, because "the weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh, but have divine power to destroy strongholds" (2 Cor 10:4) and by trusting "the whole armor
of God" we will stand firm in spiritual warfare (Eph 6:10-20).
In the rest of 2 Timothy 2, the Apostle Paul encourages believers to endure evil and suffering, so that
others can also obtain eternal glory in Christ. That's the reason we serve as soldiers of the cross.
So then, what should Christians do with veterans? Love them. Honor them. Thank them. Pray for them,
that their labors will not be in vain, and that we would learn from their devotion to duty, sacrifice, and the
principles of freedom flowing from God's Book of truth and grace.
Beyond that, find a good soldier of Christ, and thank him or her for their sacrifice and example. Then, be a
good soldier, yourself, of the cross of Christ.
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PUMPKINS & PERSECUTION
Have you heard how Christians are like pumpkins? God picks you out of His patch, brings you into His
house, and cleans you all up. He carves out all the yucky stuff inside, saving you from sin and unbelief.
Then He carves a smile on your face, and puts His light inside you to shine to everyone around.
Good story, and a great way to see yourself in this fall season! Like John 15 says, yourself as the fruit of
the vine of Christ, and you bearing fruit for Him - as new creations, representing Christ to the world as you
show-&-tell the life-transforming good news about Jesus.
God's pumpkins aren't those jack-o-lanterns carved with ghoulish features. But don't expect everyone to
like God's pumpkins. Some people don't just ignore them, they deface or smash them. Jesus said it would
be like this, in John 15:20 "if they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you."
Experts describe Christian persecution as "any hostility, experienced from the world, as a result of one's
identification with Christ." It can include verbal harassment, hostile feelings or attitudes, and hostile
actions. It can include beatings, physical torture, confinement, isolation, rape, severe punishment,
imprisonment, slavery, discrimination in education or employment, and murder.
You hear a lot about terrible persecution of Christians in the Middle East, even in Islamic countries with
large populations of Christians since the first century. God's Word instructs us to pray God's provision and
protection as they endure horrific attacks, and help provide their spiritual and physical needs.
More than 75% of the world's population lives in areas with religious restrictions. While various religious
groups endure persecution, statistics show that globally, Christians are the most persecuted in the world
today. Christians in more than 60 countries face persecution from government, neighbors, or invaders.
(You can get details at Persecution.com and OpenDoorsUSA.org and PewForum.org &tc).
The impact in communities and countries is not just spiritual, but also economic, social, and political.
Christianity transcends class and wealth. Historically, Christians are those building hospitals and schools,
and providing relief for poor and disadvantaged people around them. The strong work ethic of Christians
contributes greatly to local and national economies. Persecution not only destroys life and family, but
community structure, stability, and viability.
But just because persecution of Christians defies good sense, don't expect it to stop. In John 15:18 Jesus
says, "If you were OF the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of
the world, but I chose you OUT of the world, therefore the world hates you."
Don't think it won't happen here. Christians threaten the world's pocketbook and power structure. We
present Jesus Christ as LORD of your life. Allegiance to Jesus transcends every other relationship. Our
believing and behaving, thinking and living, derives from God's Word. We follow God's Truth, not lies of
the world (anti-God system), the flesh (your own sinful desires), and the devil (enemy of your soul). That's
why God's pumpkins don't look like the world's jack-o-lanterns.
People who want their own way, not God's way, don't take kindly to you showing a better way. They don't
want you successful in any way, and will take measures to derail you. This happens at many levels, and
may affect your own life in ways you haven't yet recognized. We'll explore this in upcoming columns.
Meantime, regardless whether your party or candidates fared well in the midterm election on Tuesday,
don't expect persecution to lighten up any time soon. BUT, God promises power to persevere - the Holy
Spirit who indwells all who trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. (John 15:26).
So they may try to blow out the light shining through your smiling pumpkin face - but they can't extinguish
the flame of the Holy Spirit, who empowers you to be witnesses for Christ, in every circumstance.
So, "this little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine!"
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VOTE WHOSE VALUES ?
Is it one of the great mysteries of our time? Why most of the most principled people in the country don't
bother to cast their vote for their principles in the public square.
Polls reveal startling statistics. Only about 50% of Christians are actually registered to vote. Worse, only
half of that 50% actually votes. Out of more than 60 million evangelical believers in this country, only
about 15 million actually vote.
This means one of the largest voter segments in the nation does not represent their views in any given
election. Only about one-fourth of people who believe most of the same things you do, simply do not put
those principles into play in a political contest. This amounts to defeat by default.
A pertinent question - what right to complain about the state of the country do those non-voters have?
Another - why does the "silent majority" not follow through with their actual beliefs?
Scholars note the concept of people choosing their rulers first shows up in human history over 3,600
years ago, in Exodus 18 verse 21. These civil servants (magistrates) were to be God-fearing, truthful,
hating covetousness, able, wise, known and trusted on the local level. Historian Marshall Foster notes the
history of the ancient Hebrews shows that having elections with local accountability restrained the human
tendency toward despotism that dominated all other nations of the era.
One of the great results of the Reformation was the Bible translated into everyday languages. Those who
settled and founded America did so according to principles of government of the people, elected by the
people - at a time in history when it was not permitted in most of the world. Our unique three branches of
government comes from Isaiah 33:22, "For the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the
LORD is our king; HE will save us." The Bible, not secular humanism, formed the basis for the moral
and ethical positions which were voted into law. And that's how people wanted it.
If not for God-fearing, Bible-believing Christians, America would not have been founded on principles that
give YOU the right and opportunity and responsibility to vote for the candidates of your choice. Indeed,
the most influential people in colonial America were pastors. People understood voting as a necessary
sober responsibility of civil and religious people, accountable to God for speaking out His truth.
Today, the latest Pew Forum poll shows 72% of Americans believe religion is losing its appropriate
influence in American life. That's right. Most people want to see more religion, not less. In fact, 49% of
Americans say churches should publicly express their views on social and political issues. Some 32%
even think churches should endorse candidates for political office.
The Pew Forum shows 41% of Americans opposed to same-sex "marriage" and at the same time 50% of
the public considers homosexuality a sin (up from 45% a year ago). And 49% of U.S. adults say that
businesses such as florists and caterers should be allowed to reject customers, based on their religious
beliefs. Another 4% "doesn't know." How will these issues be voted on?
Which candidates and parties hold values similar to yours? You can find out by consulting voter guides
provided by groups such as TheFamilyLeader.com (877-866-4372), Faith & Freedom Coalition
(ffciowa.com 515-225-1515), Christian Coalition (cc.org), National Pro-Life Alliance, American Family
Association (afa.net), AmericanRenewalProject.org and many others.
One of the Bible verses most frequently quoted by America's Founding Fathers is Proverbs 29:2, "When
the righteous increase, the people rejoice, but when the wicked rule, the people groan." How true.
And whose beliefs and principles will win at the ballot box? When only one-fourth of the people who
believe the Bible informs the moral principles which should guide public policy on every level?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer declared, "Silence in the face of evil is itself evil. God will not hold us guiltless. Not to
speak is to speak. Not to act is to act." I wonder, will you "vote" by not voting?
It looks like it's up to you. Take someone with you, and vote your values - Biblical Christian values.
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ROWDY KINDNESS ?
Can you think of a time when someone was unexpectedly kind to you? Showing you compassion or
concern that surprised or particularly touched you? Many people think twice about helping others, due to
risk, selfishness, insecurity, etc. But the Bible says kindness is a mark of a Christian - and something we
should freely extend to others, as well as allow ourselves to experience.
Jesus told a powerful story about this in Luke 10:25-37. A man on a well-traveled road was beaten,
robbed, and left half dead. A priest came along, saw him, and passed by on the other side. Later, a
priest's assistant did the same thing. However, a Samaritan had compassion on him. Disregarding
potential trouble, he cared for his wounds and took him to an inn. The next day, he gave two days wages
to the innkeeper, and promised to return and pay for any additional expenses.
This story challenges our "categories" of life, and the way we tend to line up people and things into neat
little boxes. Actually, the original audience for this story found it shocking. Not so much that religious
people ignored the plight of the victim, but who was featured as the hero.
It wouldn't have been cool for the priest to help. He would have become temporarily "unclean" by even
touching the wounded man. And it would have been beneath his TALENT as a religious bigshot. Same
for the assistant. It wouldn't have been convenient for him, either, to expend the TIME, since he was also
on such important religious business. And how could either of them justify giving away their TREASURE
to someone who was probably a wretched, undeserving person anyway.
The story undoubtedly made people uncomfortable. It was decidedly unCOOL to hold up a Samaritan as
a good example for anything. Most respectable Jews of the day considered Samaritans to be polluted
genetically and perverted religiously, people to be avoided. And what he did was personally
inCONVENIENT. He helped someone he did not know, who could well have been a bad person himself.
Who knows how one thing could lead to another.
Plus, it was very COSTLY, in terms of time, talent, and treasure. No doubt the good Samaritan had
pressing business of his own down that road. Was he a trained paramedic? Would insurance cover the
risk of giving aid? How would it put him out - using up his own hard-earned resources for someone he
didn't even know? Where would it end? Why promise to return and cover whatever it cost?
Wow! And then Jesus asked, "Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the
man who fell among the robbers?" The obvious answer came reluctantly, "the one who showed him
mercy" - carefully avoiding even saying the word Samaritan.
You see, Jesus told the story because an expert in Jewish law had given a good answer to his own
question of Jesus - "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And Jesus said to him,
“You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”
Easier said than done! So, the legal expert tried to save face by asking Jesus, "and who is my
neighbor?" Notice the way Jesus corrected his question to "HOW" not who. The real issue is how you
are being a neighbor to anyone around you who needs help, regardless how you feel. Is it cool,
convenient, costly? No matter, it's commanded, to give your time, treasure, or talent.
Willie Robertson of the Duck Dynasty clan calls this "rowdy" kindness in the "Faith Commander" Bible
study resource. He means "rowdy" in the sense of being loud and obvious about being kind, and going
outside accepted norms. "If you have trouble caring about other people, ask God to help you see them
the way Jesus does," says Robertson. "A cool head can be useful in a crisis, but a cold heart is a sign
that something inside is spiritually broken. Even if you don't feel moved to do good, do good anyway.
Practice doing kind things even in small ways."
Are there needy people around you? If you're not caring for them, how can you say you're loving God?
Thankfully, Jesus Himself gives His followers His own spiritual power to do both!
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REAL OBEDIENCE ?
Obedience. That's another of those things we all want from someone else, but don't want to do ourselves.
Jesus had a lot to say about obedience. An interesting story in Matthew 21: 28 helps us understand it.
Jesus said, “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.’ and he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward changed his mind and
went. And he went to the other son and said the same and he answered ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go.
Which of the two did the will of his father?”
Hmm. Not the one who only said he would, but the one who actually obeyed his father. Maybe you can
think of examples in your own life. Si Robertson talks about obedience in Duck Dynasty's "Faith
Commander" Bible study resource.
Si says, "Jesus' story contrasts two kinds of people. First, one who knows and says all the right things
about God but doesn't do the right things. Second, one who may have run away from God a long time but
now has turned around and is obeying Him. God would rather have someone who says no and then
changes his mind and obeys, than someone who keeps saying yes but is all talk and no action."
"Obedience" means doing the will of someone else, especially someone in authority or in whom you have
great trust. Is this why you hesitate to obey? You don't like the ring of authority, or risk of accountability.
You want to do what you want, how you want, when you want, whether you want.
With over 24 years of military service, Robertson knows a lot about authority, accountability and trust:
"The only one who won't fail you is the One I put my trust in. That'd be Jesus, the Son of God," he says.
That's why REAL obedience can be described as "trust in action." When it comes to trust and authority,
Jesus is the ultimate. He never fails. Jesus deserves your obedience, your trust, your worship, and your
love. When He asks you to obey Him, you can be confident of the outcome.
But why did each of the two sons not do what they said? Thinking about possibilities may help us
understand ourselves. Maybe the son who said "yes" but did not obey had no intention of obeying, and
meant to deceive his father. Maybe he didn't want the conflict and consequences that would come if he
refused. Maybe self-deceit got the best of him, due to pride and selfishness. Maybe he has trouble
counting the cost, or misplaces his priorities, or forgets his commitments, or gets distracted by
temptations. Maybe he's a people-pleaser who just says what he thinks you want to hear.
The son who first said "no" but changed his mind shows what REAL obedience involves. It's a matter of
the heart and will, not the mouth. When a lady once told Robertson she needed a job, he said "Hey, have
you put in any resumes?" She said God would take care of it. Si replied, "Not if you don't do your part.
You have to respond, to do what He has for you to do."
Uncle Si says that when you obey God, He often amazes you by the good things He can do through you.
And when you don't obey, the consequences can be very bad. God's will for you is always for your good,
too. Most of all, simply because He is God, He deserves your obedience, trust, and love.
"Your obedience doesn't earn a right standing before God," notes Robertson, since this comes only by
receiving the sacrifice of Jesus. Then His perfect obedience becomes yours. His life becomes your real
life. "God gave His commands to protect people, not enslave them. It's for your good," says Si. "Obeying
Him makes all of life and your relationship with Him sweeter."
Jesus said, "If you love Me, you will obey my commandments" (John 14:15). The good news is, when
you receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior, the indwelling Holy Spirit gives you both the "want to" and the
"how to" - power to both trust and obey the Lord.
So even when you don't feel like it - you can, trust & obey!
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WHY, GOD ?
WHY ? That's often the first question that comes to mind for many people in tragic times. We naturally
ask "why" because things are overwhelming or beyond our comprehension. We don't want things to be
this difficult way. We need hope!
All the real answers will come in the next life. So, the real question to ask today is not 'why'...but 'how'...
HOW will you respond to this tragedy? Thank God that's a question you CAN answer! Because the Bible
has the answer for all the whys and the hows...a good answer, the real answer. And the answer is a
WHO... it's Jesus!
Psalm 34:18 says "The LORD is near to the brokenhearted." How we need this today! The appropriate
response when our hearts are broken is to TURN to the Lord who created us and loves us and
completely understands the heartbreak of loss and tragedy. When we turn, He is there, as Psalm 34:8
says, "O taste and see that the LORD is good. Blessed are all those who take refuge in HIM."
The Lord invites you right now to turn to Him, for hope and help and compassion and mercy and strength
and comfort... in Himself. Psalm 34:4 says, "I sought the LORD, and HE answered me and delivered
me from all my fears." The Bible reveals the record of the real life experiences of people through the ups
and downs of their relationship with God, in their experiences of everything life has to offer, including
tragedy and disappointment as well as successes and joys. You are invited to take REFUGE in the
personal God who created you and knows all your heartaches - and Who has done something about it.
It simply will not do, to try to deny the existence of God, or try to blame Him for evil. You end up with even
greater questions of intellectual integrity and despair. A highly recommended little resource expands on
this: "If God is Good, Why Do We Hurt" by Pastor Randy Alcorn. It shows how taking refuge in Jesus is
"the only answer greater than all the questions."
Believing in God makes good sense, but is only the first step. That's because there's a problem in your
relationship with your Creator. It's called S-I-N. That's your disobedience and rebellion against God. Sin is
why there's trouble and tragedy and death in the world. The word sin means "missing the mark." Picture a
hunter's arrow or shell falling short. It's disobedient to the hunter's intention. Romans 3:23 says, "for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified - made right with God - by His
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
That's why Jesus came. Only He is perfect. He hits the mark. Many people think they can believe in Him
their own way and in their own time. If that were true, why did Jesus have to die on the cross? The Bible
explains how only the death of Jesus is your "redemption" - the only perfect payment that could pay the
debt you owe God because of your sins. He provides your way out. He makes things right through Jesus.
And God understands the greatest heartbreak of all - the loss of His one and only Son, Jesus, who met
His death not by tragic accident, but by God's design and purpose - so that all who receive His gift can
live. You see, when you stand at the foot of the cross, your question is not "why, God, did you allow such
tragic things to happen in my life?" No, your question is, "why God, did you do THIS for me - that Jesus
should die for me - to save me from sin?" Because on the cross, Jesus took all your pain and sin and
disobedience and heartbreak, and paid for it all, in His own body. And He lives to give you new life!
You see, God has heard your cries of "why" and "how" and He has answered, to rescue you. Now the
next move is yours. The REAL tragedy would be for you to enter eternity without trusting in Jesus.
So HOW will YOU respond today? Jesus invites you to take refuge in Him. Then He will forgive your sins.
He will give you His own eternal resurrection life. He will live through you as you live for Him and by His
power. He will change your life, for every day that He gives you on earth. And one day you will live with
Him forever in heaven. All because HE is good. HE knows. And HE cares.
How will YOU respond to Jesus today? "O taste and see that the LORD is good. Blessed are all those
who take refuge in HIM."

PASTORS COLUMN – 2014.10.02

– Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
RAVENOUS PRAYER ?
Do these two words seem out of place with each other? Maybe that's because most people tend to think
of prayer as something that goes out instead of in.
But prayer is a two-way conversation with God. Not that He needs us to tell Him what's on our minds. He
already knows all things. But WE need to unburden our thoughts by bringing our anxieties to Him. And
prayer is more about getting our thinking in line with God's than it is about getting Him up to speed with us.
In Luke 11:1-10, Jesus answered His disciples' request about how to pray. He also gave them an
example. It's sometimes called "the parable of the friend in need." It's about a first-century person who
was unprepared to feed an unexpected house guest who arrives late at night. What to do? You'd ask your
neighbor to lend you some bread. But late at night, your friend doesn't want to disturb his family, since
they all sleep in the one room they live in. Yet, Jesus says your neighbor will get up and give you the
bread, not because of your friendship, but because you keep on asking.
In the same way, Jesus says, "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
the door will opened to you." Point is, God is not sleepy and indifferent to your needs. And since God is
good, we should pray expectantly and earnestly.
Such boldness in prayer is what the Robertson clan of Duck Dynasty fame calls "shameless, audacious,
persistent, and ravenous prayer." In their new "Faith Commander" Bible study resource, Phil Robertson
explains: "Such prayer isn't disrespect. Our family doesn't go to God demanding that He do things. But we
don't hesitate to ask Him, because He's said He wants to hear from us, and because we know He's
generous, and because it's midnight and He's the only one in town with bread."
Prayer is a big part of the appeal of Duck Dynasty. Every episode of the TV show ends with the family
around the table in prayer - and that's the number-one topic of their fan mail. "Listen here," says
Robertson, "If we can't pray to God on the show, we will not do the show. God and guns are a part of our
everyday lives. To remove either of them is unacceptable."
Prayer is an essential part of the Christian life, but sometimes prayer seems unanswered. Jesus says,
keep on praying, "for every-one who asks receives, the one who seeks finds, and to the one who
knocks it will be opened."
Robertson points out how these verbs keep getting bolder and bolder. Asking is like a first polite request.
Seeking is active pursuit - like the Duck Dynasty clan going out to look for catfish or frogs or ducks.
Knocking is pounding on His door, until God answers, even if the answer comes in His time, not yours.
Sometimes, the answer comes in a surprising way. "What were the disciples prepared for when they
prayed unceasingly to God?" asks Robertson. "They were prepared for the Creator of the cosmos to say
NO. See, you pray to God and you ask Him to bless you, your family, your children, your livelihood, your
country, your world. Sometimes God says, 'No. It's your responsibility to stand up and do what you've
asked Me to do. Get up and go forth. Love Me. Love your neighbor'."
Much of the time, we want God to do everything for us from the comfort of our easy chair. "God isn't
ignoring you, but He may be waiting for you to learn to pray ravenously, shamelessly, with total humility
and dependence upon Him," says Robertson. "God won't necessarily give you everything you want, but
He will give you what you need."
Prayer is one of the great resources of being a child of God. When you are born again from above, by
putting your trust in Jesus Christ alone as your Lord and Savior, you are adopted into God's family. This
gives you access to the throne room of the King of the Universe, for whom nothing is impossible.
That's why we can pray with boldness and confidence. God knows everything, including what's best for us
and the right time for Him to act, to fulfill His purposes in our lives. And that's why we close our prayers
with "amen" - which comes from a Hebrew word meaning "so be it." Amen!
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RADICAL FORGIVENESS ?
Forgiveness. Everyone wants it. But no one wants to give it. And the Bible presents a radical perspective
on forgiveness that makes you think hard about it.
In Matthew 18:21 Peter asked Jesus about forgiveness of someone who sins against you. Jesus
surprised him with a story that may make your blood boil. Someone owed their king ten thousand bags of
gold - billions of dollars. The king took pity on him and canceled the debt. But then, the forgiven guy threw
someone else in jail who owed him a mere hundred silver coins - about a million times less than he owed
the king. When the king heard about it, the ungrateful man was sent to prison.
The meaning is unmistakable. If you have received Christ's forgiveness, the punishment you deserve for
sin has been paid by Christ. Your debt is wiped clean. You do not get the penalty you deserve. That's
God's mercy. But you are also given something you do not deserve - the righteousness of Christ. That's
God's grace. And Jesus wants you to pass along His forgiveness to others.
"Radical forgiveness means to forgive in such a way that others might not understand it." says Alan
Robertson of the Duck Dynasty clan, in the "Faith Commander" Bible study. "In the Robertson family,
forgiving is a choice we make, a radical choice. We want and need God’s forgiveness every day, so we
must be radical in the way we forgive others who wrong us, as quickly as we can."
Forgiveness is simple, and complex. Scripture such as Matthew 6 and 18, Luke 15 and 23, and John 8
help us understand what forgiveness IS and is NOT.
You don't have to be so touchy that you keep score about everything. You can simply overlook many
uncomfortable things in your life. But forgiveness is NOT saying that wrong things are okay or no big deal.
But it is NOT hurting people to make them pay for their past - though making restitution for wrongs can be
appropriate. It is NOT allowing a harmful person to continue to hurt you. You may have to set appropriate
boundaries, or get assistance from others. Forgiveness is NOT forgetting, though you never bring it up.
You don't forget in the sense of continuing to make the mistakes that enable someone to sin against you.
Robertson says, "Forgiveness is not using someone's sin to hurt them." Forgiveness IS saying no to
revenge, though you have been hurt. You choose to let God's righteous final judgment deal with sin. But it
can be appropriate for the legal system to deal with crimes. Forgiveness IS canceling the debt, even
though it has cost you, because you owe too, perhaps more. So you let the person have a new start, to
rebuild trust - which can take a long time, and may require boundaries.
Forgiveness IS something others might not understand. It is trusting God for ultimate justice. It is a
witness to your faith. Forgiveness IS refusing to bear a grudge, though the relationship with that person
may change considerably, as you seek healing, reconciliation, and restoration.
Forgiveness IS based on understanding how God can forgive you. His mercy in Christ's death withholds
the penalty you deserve, because Christ paid for your sins of commission and omission. His grace in
Christ's death gives to you what you don't deserve, the righteousness of Christ credited to your account.
Your faith in receiving what Christ has done for you means you no longer try to earn God's favor through
your own efforts - because His resurrection life now lives through you
How can YOU forgive others? Because God cancels your debts, and gives you His grace to live. If you
harbor unforgiveness like the ungrateful man in Matthew 18, how can you experience God's grace?
Someone has well said that "unforgiveness is taking poison and hoping the other person falls ill."
Robertson says, "Once you embrace the forgiveness of Christ, it changes you." Colossians 3:12-17
explains that through the power of Christ, you can pass along His compassion, humility, meekness,
patience, peace, and forgiveness - as you "do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through Him."
Does that sound radical? Jesus says, if you get it, you can give it too!
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REDONKULUS FAITH ?
How are your crops? Whether in your garden or in your field, are you looking forward to harvest? After all,
the point of sowing seeds is so you can reap the rewards.
In the same way, faith in Jesus yields a harvest. Jesus talked about that in John 15. Verse 17 says "I
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide." When your roots
of faith go deep into Christ, your life will bear the fruit of that faith. The principle goes like this: If root, then
fruit. No fruit, then no root. You can use this principle to diagnose your spiritual life.
Jesus also talked about this in Matthew 13, the parable of the four kinds of soil. The seed is the word of
God. Seed sown along the path bears no fruit because birds snatch it away. This happens to YOU when
you believe the lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil, instead of the truth of God's Word.
When the seed of the Word of God is sown on rocky ground, a plant springs up. But it withers under the
blazing heat of trouble or persecution, because of shallow roots. And seed sown among thorns gets
choked out by weeds, just like the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches. No fruit.
But seed sown on good soil is like a person hearing and understanding God's Word, then bearing the fruit
of faith. The roots of faith go deep into Christ, yielding a hundredfold, sixtyfold, or thirtyfold.
"Faith" is not a religious concept. Everyone has faith every day. You get up in the morning, expecting
sunrise. At stoplights, you have faith the other guy will stop. You have faith in recipes, restaurants, and
rocking chairs. Hunters, fishermen, gardeners, and farmers all have faith. You have faith in gravity.
Faith is putting your trust in something you believe to be true and reliable, and acting on it. The Bible puts
it this way in Hebrews 11:1, "Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen."
But your faith is only as good as how true and reliable is the OBJECT of your faith. Christian faith is IN the
only completely trustworthy person, the Lord Jesus Christ. He paid the penalty for your sin on the cross of
Calvary, then rose from the dead to live and reign from Heaven. But "faith" doesn't save you, Jesus saves!
The object of your faith is Jesus. You are saved "by grace through faith" by trusting Jesus - not because
of the strength of your faith, but because of the strength of the Savior.
That's why Jesus expects to see the fruit of faith in your life. Like the seed of God's Word sown in good
soil, you hear what God says and understand it. You put your trust in the One who is true, reliable, and
trustworthy. Just like the good soil in the parable, faith in Christ will result in fruit in your life. As you tell
others the Good News, there's a bountiful harvest as other people also put their trust in Jesus.
All this is what Jase Robertson calls "redonkulus faith" in a new "Faith Commander" Bible study series put
out by the "Duck Dynasty" family. Faith in Christ starts out as a little seed, but as you trust and obey the
Lord Jesus Christ, and live out His new life through yours, you grow - and you will bear His fruit.
Your faith is in Jesus, the only trustworthy One! He is your Creator and your Savior. He is bigger than any
problem of this life, including birds that peck away at you, rocky soil that impedes your growth, and weeds
that threaten to choke the life out of you.
The world thinks faith in Jesus is ridiculous, even "redonkulus." But those who trust in Jesus know the
reality. As you trust Jesus, and obey Him, reading the Bible and living it out - your faith grows, because
it's His power lived out through you.
So what is sown is also reaped - the harvest of God's Word. Want a bigger harvest? Then feed and water
your faith by trusting Jesus and obeying the Bible. That's not ridiculous, it's REAL. Try it!
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9/11 MESSAGE FOR AMERICA
How are you observing 9/11, the anniversary of the 2001 Islamic terrorist attacks on American soil? Some
people consider these primarily political strikes, while others point to underlying religious reasons. Most
media reports fail to mention the terrorists are adherents of Islam, called Muslims.
They consider America "the Great Satan" and Israel "the little Satan." Founded as a Christian nation for
personal and religious liberty, America is considered the world's leading democratic republic. The Jewish
nation of Israel is the only democratic republic in the Middle East, and offers personal and religious
freedom, unlike any Arab neighbor. And when you examine the goals and tactics of Islamic terrorists,
what would you describe as "satanic"?
Islamic political demands are expressions of religious belief, but many experts regard Islam as not
primarily a religion, but rather a legal system demanding certain life behaviors and verbal statements. The
phrase "religion of peace" is a misleading translation. "Islam" in Arabic means "submission" to the "will of
Allah" who for the Muslim is the supernatural creator, ruler and judge of the universe. Islam's founder
Mohammed delineated people as either the "House of Allah" meaning those who submitted, or the
"House of War" meaning all others who have not yet submitted. "Allahu akbar" means "Allah is the
greatest god." Muslim "sharia" is the moral and religious law of Islam, including personal and community
requirements, and which supercedes ALL other law, including political.
Islam considers ALL people as Muslims by birth. Submission to Allah comes by reciting the "shahadah"
which says "there is no god except Allah, and Mohammad is his messenger." Muslims perform "salat"
ritual prayer five times per day, "zakat" giving 2.5% of one's savings to the poor, "sawm" fasting and selfcontrol during the month of Ramadan (determined by sightings of the crescent moon), and "haji"
pilgrimage to Mecca. These are the "five pillars" of Islam.
The "Koran" (Qu'ran) is the primary guiding document of Islam, written in Arabic. Muslims regard it as an
angelic revelation from Allah to Mohammed, who lived about 600 years after Christ. Completed long after
his death, significant differences exist between various versions. The Koran is completely different from
the Bible, though it claims to accept the Torah (first five books of the Old Testament), the Psalms of David,
and the New Testament. It recognizes Jesus only as a revered prophet and teacher, not the divine Son of
God or Savior of the world. Many scholars point out numerous incorrect and inconsistent statements and
beliefs of Islam in relation to the Bible and Jewish and Christian teachings, especially related to Jesus,
the trinity, resurrection, and personal salvation.
To the Muslim, God is not personally knowable. Assurance of salvation comes only by martyrdom, with
the incentive of "72 virgins in paradise." Islamic writings present "jihad" as "the path of Allah." All 199
references in the "Hadith" explanatory writings of the Koran relate jihad to "holy warfare" as obligatory for
ALL Muslims, to impose Islamic law on ALL people. The Hadith was compiled about 200 years later, from
oral reports of teachings and deeds of Mohammed, recounted by his many wives, companions, and
relatives. "Tafsir" are commentaries on the Koran, used with different versions of Hadith to determine the
meaning of Islamic teachings. A trained Muslim cleric is a "mufti, qadi, faquh or muhaddith," and a "mullah
or iman" is a relatively untrained teacher. A "fatwa" is a legal opinion about Islamic teaching.
Christians account for about 2.1 billion people, 34% of the world population. Muslims account for about
1.6 billion people, 25% of the world population. Of these, 80% are "Sunni" who follow "Sunnah" teachings.
The second-largest "Shia" group follows Mohammed's son-in-law cousin who they deem his rightful heir.
The many sects of Islam ALL claim to derive their teachings from the Koran, and many regard each other
as apostate enemies deserving death. Personal deception is permissible in jihad.
In short, the message of Islam is "convert or die - obey Allah as we understand him or we will shed your
blood." In contrast, Christians proclaim the message of Jesus Christ the Savior: "I shed My blood and
died for you - receive My life and live, abundantly on earth and forever with Me in heaven."
This is why on 9-11 and indeed every day, Christians around the world PRAY for Muslims AND everyone
who does not yet know Jesus, who lovingly says, "Do not be afraid, My peace I give to you."
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YOUR LABORS
With Labor Day weekend behind you, it's time to get back to work! Do you like many others view your
"work" as a kind of curse, a necessary evil in your life? Actually, you were created to work!
Right thinking, informed by God's revelation in the Bible, says you are created in God's image, to
represent Him on earth, as you help tame the creation, making it productive and useful for yourself and
others. But the rebellion of the first man and woman, Adam & Eve, made human labor burdensome and
difficult, as a natural consequence of disobedience.
The Bible talks a lot about blessings and curses, and they're related to your personal response to God's
goodness. Deuteronomy 28 is just one of many passages. Verse 1 says "Now it shall come to pass, if
you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments...
all these blessings shall come upon you, because you obey..."
Wise parents use this same principle to train their children. Doing good and right things results in great
rewards. Disobedience brings unpleasant consequences.
The many blessings listed in Deuteronomy 28 directly relate the obedience of God's people to the fruit of
their labors, their work. They include their livelihood in the Promised Land, the well-being of their personal
lives, families, and communities. The fruit of their own bodies, their flocks and herds, their fields and
households, will all see the blessing of God as they are obedient to Him. They will even be victorious over
enemies who try to take away their blessings.
Blessings come when you trust and obey God, as the consequences of living in right relationship with
Him. Consequences of disobedience are dramatically different, and exactly the opposite of the promises
of good. If you disobey God, you will bring all manner of trouble into your life, family, and community. It's
not even about God punishing you, because YOU bring on the consequences of disobedience.
Deuteronomy 28 goes on to say, "But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be
careful to do all His commandments and His statues that I command you today, then all these
curses shall come upon you and overtake you... (v47) Because you did not serve the Lord your
God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of things..."
Did you see that? The very things that you work hard for -- "the abundance of things" -- can themselves
lead to the consequences of disobedience. All that "stuff" you're working so hard for gets in the way of
serving God with "joyfulness and gladness of heart."
Why? Because you're working for stuff, and not for God. You're missing the whole point of life, which is
"love God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength and will, and your neighbor as yourself." The
Bible says God blesses you so that you can bless others. Instead, if stuff is all you want, you'll likely get it,
because that only requires hard work. But working for stuff alone misses the very reason you are created
in God's image. It misses the blessings and aims right for the curses, so that's what you'll get.
Is there a remedy? Thank God there is! The way out of seeing your work as "work" is tied to your
relationship to God Himself. He is not only your Creator, but your Redeemer too. Your "work" can never
earn your salvation. You receive it as a gift. Jesus personally paid the penalty for your sin, to reconcile
you with God, erasing the rebellion, and empowering you by His Holy Spirit to love, obey and serve Him.
Your Creator offers you a way to be re-created. Your Redeemer gives you a new heart and mind, so you
can serve Him "with joyfulness and gladness of heart." Then obedience is not burdensome, but blessing!
Then, loving God and working for the good of others, results in God's blessings in your life. Simple.
Want to be blessed in your work? Believe in Jesus as your Lord & Savior, and live out His new life in you.
Work hard to trust and obey God, by His power within you -- and even your work, the fruit of your labors,
will be blessed!
-30-
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EVERY SAINT
Whew! What a journey! The letter to the first church of Philippi leads readers on an amazing exploration
of all you have in Jesus. The apostle Paul closes with memorable words in chapter 4:19-20, "And my
God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God
and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen."
"Every" need. Quite an assertion! He says, don't be anxious about "anything" but take "everything" to
God in prayer. Meditate on and practice all "these things" he has taught about Jesus, because you can
do "all things" by Christ's strength in you. Now he declares God will supply "every need" through Christ!
Paul says this not by exaggeration, but by experience. He learned all this through God's providence in his
own deprivations. Your true needs are essentially spiritual, not physical. Earthly life is temporal, but your
spiritual life goes on forever. And how God meets your spiritual needs makes all the difference on where
you will spend eternity, either apart from God in Hell, or with God in Heaven.
In the same way that true contentment is Christ Himself, so true riches in glory are Christ Himself. Only
when YOU have received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, believing on Him alone for salvation, can YOU
begin to experience the blessings of God's grace in Christ. Only by trusting Christ can YOU experience
what Paul writes about in Philippians. Are YOU trusting Christ for salvation? To be all your strength, as
you depend on Him to supply all your needs? As you work OUT all that God works IN you? As you learn
to be content, in trial and blessing? As you live according to the mind of Christ, putting the needs of
others ahead of your own? As you bring all your needs to God in prayer, with rejoicing and giving thanks,
trusting God to bring to completion the good work He has begun in YOU?
Whew! That's a lot of promises for God to keep! YOU can experience them all, by trusting in Jesus alone
as your personal Lord and Savior. So Paul closes this brief letter, with a particular, powerful, poignant
point that echoes all he's written. Verses 21-23, "Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who
are with me greet you. All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household. The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit."
The word "saint" refers to believers in Christ, set apart to be sanctified and made holy in Christ. His
readers included former Gentile pagans who had believed in many idol-gods, as well as former Jews who
believed in the one true God. Their very different backgrounds made it difficult to accept one another.
Before you leave this brief letter, re-read it. Paul opens his letter to "all the saints" at Philippi, thanking
them for partnership in the Gospel of Christ. The letter mentions saints disrupted by his imprisonment and
those in controversy at Philippi. Paul adds personal greetings with the salutations of believers with him,
mentioning specifically the church at Rome which includes members of Caesar's household and the
imperial guard - under the Emperor Nero who would soon unleash terrible persecution. He closes the
letter with "greet every saint in Christ Jesus" - because every one who has trusted Christ is equal at the
foot of the cross, regardless of ethnicity or religious background.
What an example Paul provides! You may not agree with everything about other believers, but like you,
they are in the process of becoming all of God's promises in Christ. So focus on the work before you,
sharing the good news about Jesus with everyone around you. Pray for one another to serve Christ with
the "mind of Christ" and the "unity of the Spirit" - as you reach out with practical witness and ministries,
children's and youth groups, Bible studies, worship services, and more.
One day you will meet the believers in Philippi that Paul called his "joy and crown," and those with him,
those who came to Christ through them - and those who come to Christ through YOU.
For now, show the world how the "grace of the Lord Jesus" is with YOU -- as God supplies your every
need and as YOU put the needs of others ahead of your own, to serve the King of Kings, by His strength
within. Indeed, to God be all the glory in Christ forever!
-30-
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EVERY NEED
It used to be true that most people supported themselves. That's not the case today. Nearly half of
Americans received benefits from one or more government programs in 2011, according to the Census
Bureau. 151 million out of 308 million. These numbers have increased.
Over the past five years, the price of gas is up 108%. Unemployment rose 78%. "High unemployment"
states rose 82%. The "misery index" is up 25%. Typical monthly food costs rose 5%. National debt
climbed 53%, now near $17 trillion. Meanwhile, rate of mortgage delinquencies increased 60%. Median
value of a single-family home fell 8%. Median household income dropped 7%. Do you feel the squeeze?
Someone observes, "we're told America is capitalist and greedy. Yet half the population is subsidized.
They think they are victims. Yet, their representatives run the government. Still, the poor keep getting
poorer. However, the poor in America have things people in other countries only dream about. Yet, some
people want America to be more like those other countries."
Consider also that statistics show nearly half of the world's richest 1% of people live in the United States.
That's those earning at least $34,000 a year. Perhaps many people you know live on around $100 a day
or more. Yet, over one-third of the world's population lives on less than $2 per day.
Human beings need oxygen, water, food, clothing, shelter. We also need social relationships, God's Word,
and above all, God Himself. We struggle with the difference between "needs" and "wants" and "rights."
When the apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians, he was in prison for his faith in Christ. Prevented
from supporting himself, he was dependent on what God supplied through others. In chapter 4, he thanks
the church at Philippi for their kindness, even as he reminds them that he trusts only in God.
In Philippians 4:19 he makes this remarkable assertion, "And my God will supply EVERY NEED of
yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus." Note first, this promise is "according to" God's
riches, not according to your needs. God's riches in glory are infinite, unlimited, eternal, immeasurably
above and beyond what you could ask or think - or need.
Notice it says "needs" not "wants." So what's the justification if you are using God's riches for your
personal wants, while depriving others of their needs - that God could supply through you? That's why
God says, give, and "lay up your treasures in heaven." Elsewhere, Paul writes that we are to make sure
our missionaries have "everything they need."
Note also that God's supply of your every need is according to His riches IN CHRIST. Jesus Christ
Himself is the sum and source of God's supply of your needs. That's the heart of contentment, the
freedom from "wanting more" that Paul talks about in Philippians 4.
As Paul has been learning all this, even as he receives their gifts, he wants them to also learn the secret
of contentment as they give their gifts. It's all about God, the provider. Verse 19 is a promise, "God WILL
supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus." Verse 20 is worship,
"To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen."
Is this promise true in your life? If you trust Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, then you have His new
eternal and abundant life, to be lived out in every way, by the power of the Holy Spirit within you.
As Creator, God is the ultimate owner of all things, the ultimate source, the ultimate provider of all good
you receive. How do you thank God for His provision? How are you sharing with the needy? It all comes
from God's "riches in glory" in Christ Jesus.
When you trust Him to supply your needs, so you can give to the needs of others, then this brings glory to
God. With Paul, many voices say, "thank God for your giving"!
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YOUR CREDIT
How's your credit score? It can be an issue if you want to apply for a loan. Did you know God keeps track
of credits too? Interestingly, in God's economy, "credit" relates more to what you don't have than to what
you do have. It's not about accumulating. God credits you for giving, not getting. The apostle Paul talks
about it in Philippians 4:14-20.
In verse 14 he again thanks the Philippian church for their kindness in remembering his needs. While in
prison, Paul was unable to support himself through tent-making or missionary travel. In verse 15 he
reminds them that only they, the Philippian church, have partnered with him in giving and receiving. You
are blessed if you or your church has such a special relationship in regularly supporting missionaries!
This strengthens their ministry, your church, and your own personal faith as well.
Paul wisely reminds them of benefits of generous giving to God's kingdom. In verse 17 he says, "Not that
I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit." He's just written several verses
telling them how God supplies his needs, and how he has LEARNED to be content, not wanting more,
whether he has much or little. He does "all things" through the strength of Christ within him.
His point is that your giving is more beneficial to YOU than for those you give to. Though Paul is the
recipient of their gifts, he's careful to note that it's about giving, not getting. Even for him! He didn't need
THEIR gifts. He needs what they gave, but it is GOD who supplies.
And because they gave, in verse 18 he calls their gifts "a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and
pleasing to God." Such giving comes from a heart trusting God to provide, even as you give to others
when you're not sure how your own needs will be met. God takes care of it. Giving is the experience of
learning how and why God provides.
That's because God is the owner of everything. When you open your heart and your wallet, you release
what belongs to God, not you. So the "credit" Paul talks about here is what Jesus in Matthew 6:19 calls
"laying up for yourselves treasures in heaven." That's not some kind of credit that earns salvation.
You are saved only by the work of Christ in paying for your sins. That's the root of faith. The fruit of faith is
expressed in trusting God to provide your every need, and generously sharing God's grace with others.
In other letters, Paul expresses the wisdom of giving regularly, the first day of every week. He talks about
cheerful, generous, sacrificial, consistent giving. It's an expression of trusting God to provide. In 2
Corinthians 9:8, Paul affirms, "GOD is able to make ALL grace abound to you, so that having ALL
sufficiency in ALL things at ALL times, you may abound in EVERY good work."
That's a powerful passage that many Christians the world over have experienced as a personal promise
from God. Scripture teaches that God blesses His people SO THAT you can bless others. That's why.
Our church enjoys a special relationship with a mission church in Peru. We have learned that God gives
to us so that we can give to them - and then we see them giving to others too. Like Paul, the recipients
don't view what they get as something to accumulate, but something to share with others. Our friends in
Peru, who own less than you stuff into your carry-on luggage, willingly give to others in need, in spite of
their own needs, because they consciously trust the Lord to provide.
And just as Paul has been learning contentment, as he receives their gifts, Paul wants them to learn the
secret of contentment as they give their gifts. It all points to God, their provider. And in verse 19 he writes,
"And my God will supply EVERY NEED of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus."
Next time, we'll explore "every need." Meantime, give giving a try. Check out http://www.crown.org for
more help. Trust God to meet your needs, as you generously give to help supply the needs of others.
Your community provides plenty of opportunity!
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ALL THINGS
Why do we consider the Apostle Paul such a powerful role model for faith? Today's passage reveals
some remarkable aspects about him. In Philippians 4:10-13 he writes, "I have learned in whatever
situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I
can do all things through Him who strengthens me."
As we saw last time, "whatever" refers to the dangers and deprivations and desperate situations he
endured, including times of plenty and seasons of want. You may not think of abundance as temptation to
sin, but Paul learned to understand well the realities of both ends of the spectrum of God's provision.
He presents "contentment" as the opposite of covetousness. No matter what Paul experiences, he does
not yield to the temptation of "wanting more" than he has. Is this a puzzler to modern minds?
His secret is not a philosophy, not mind over matter. It is a person. Paul is a servant of the living Christ.
He puts it this way in verse 13, "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me."
Jesus Christ endured unspeakable suffering as He paid the penalty for sins. Then He rose to resurrection
life. It's the power of His life that empowers all who put their trust in Him. Philippians presents Christ as
the risen Lord whom Paul serves, and who will come again in conquering glory, the exalted Savior who
paid the penalty for sin, and who has transformed his thinking and his living. Jesus is worthy of living your
life for Him alone - by His power within you.
In immediate context, Paul is not saying "you can do 'anything' you put your mind to" - though it is often
applied that way today. The specific context of "all things" is being content IN CHRIST in any situation,
free from wanting "more" regardless of what you have, learning contentment in both plenty and want.
Yet, "all things" does mean ALL things. It surely includes what Paul said in verses 4-9, about not being
anxious about anything, but bringing everything to God in prayer, practicing the things He commands,
and rejoicing in all the worthiness of Christ your Lord and Savior, who always cares for you, who has a
plan and purpose for your life, and who will see you through.
Plus, that rich word translated "through" carries the idea of "in, for, with." Through the Holy Spirit,
believers are "in Christ" by virtue of the new birth and putting your trust in Him for salvation. You live your
life "for Christ" because He gives you the responsibility to represent Him as you share the good news
about Jesus. You are "with Christ" because you are in Him and He is in you.
As Paul proclaims earlier in Philippians, it is Christ who began His good work in you. And He promises to
bring it to completion, as you work out what He is working in and through and for you. His presence and
power and peace and protection and provision are always available, moment by moment, in every
situation and life circumstance.
That's what Paul learned. What have you learned? Can you do "all things" THROUGH CHRIST who
strengthens you?
Contentment IS Christ. Paul learned this not only through hardship, but through the "mind of Christ."
In doing all things through Him, you can experience contentment that does not depend on anything the
world has to offer. Being "in Christ" is all the security you need. You no longer need to insulate yourself
with independence. Rather, you can make yourself completely dependent on Christ alone.
And if you're not sure you like the sound of that, maybe you still have much to learn - about contentment,
and about Christ. In Philippians 4, Paul reminds it is Christ alone who gives you peace and contentment,
and makes you strong in "all things" for "whatever" comes your way.
Trust in Jesus in every way, today and every day!
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WHATEVER
What would you think if you went to church and were greeted by an attendant coming down the aisle with
a "comfort trolley" saying, "Good morning, are you content? Comfortable there in your pew? May I get you
a pillow, or cup of coffee, or adjust your personal entertainment center?"
Wonder if that would catch on? Maybe, since we've become such a self-indulgent culture - that many
people think personal creature comforts are the real measure of being "content."
In Philippians 4:10-13, the Apostle Paul tells us what true contentment is - and how to get it. He says, "I
have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and
hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me."
We love verse 13, "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me" but maybe that's because
we so often apply it out of its context, LEARNING to be content. And that's really quite a remarkable
perspective. Don't we pray because we are not content with status quo, so we ask God to move heaven
and earth to change things?
Paul was imprisoned in Rome on trumped charges, dependent on the support of others for his daily
needs. He could only write letters to look after the needs of the people in the several churches he had
planted. Yet Paul says, "I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content."
"Whatever." Scripture reveals much about his situation, the deprivations and dangers of Paul's
missionary life. Read 1 Corinthians 4:9-13 and 2 Corinthians 11:23-33 to learn about grave perils and
conflicts he regularly endured, including beatings, imprisonment, shipwreck, lack of water, food, shelter,
clothing.
Hmm, what's on your prayer list? Could you be "content" with "whatever" Paul experienced? Surely he
knew a supernatural peace which passes human understanding - that's available to you, too.
Paul's "school of hard knocks" situation gives greater context to his message in verses 4-9 looked at in
past weeks. He has learned to replace anxious thoughts with trust in the Lord, through prayer. He walks
the talk! He experiences the "peace of God" and the "God of peace" regardless of his trials.
And what does he mean by "content"? The Stoics of his day advocated a philosophy of becoming
completely self-sufficient, living by mind over matter to face, even prefer, adverse circumstances.
But Paul's "contentment" is simply the opposite of covetousness, which is wanting more and more.
It's human nature to want more and more. The desires and lusts of the flesh and the pride of life are never
satisfied. People who experience circumstances of plenty tend to both squander and covet, and don't
understand those in need. People who experience need are tempted to hoard and covet, and don't
understand those who seem insulated from deprivation
But Paul is content because he is free of coveting, whether he has plenty or little. His contentment is
entirely independent of his circumstances. He has learned a "secret" that keeps him content whether he
has abundance or lack. But it's not a secret like the mystery religions of his day in which people focused
on a spiritual frenzy and sought to become more detached from the world.
Paul is a servant of the living Christ!
And next week we'll learn what this has to do with contentment, for Paul and for you. Meantime, read
Philippians 4:4-13 and practice turning anxious thoughts over to the Lord, to experience His supernatural
peace, "whatever" your circumstances.
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EVERYTHING ?
Last time we talked about how to experience Christ's supernatural peace by replacing anxious thoughts
with prayers. Philippians 4 says "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God."
This replacement results in Philippians 4:7, "And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, WILL guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."
This wonderful promise can be true for you in the midst of trying times, because that peace is Christ
Himself, who protects you in every storm and trial. Isaiah 26:3 says "You keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on You, because He trusts in You."
Jesus says in John 14, "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid." The context of this passage
is how Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to believers to lead us into God's truth, through Scripture. The apostle
Paul echoes this in Colossians 3:15, "And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly."
As you replace anxious thoughts with earnest prayer, you turn your heart and mind and will to the Lord.
And instead of focusing on all your problems, you focus on Almighty God. To have the peace of Christ
goes against what any natural person would expect. It comes from turning everything over to the Lord,
rejoicing in Christ, reasoning with the mind of Christ, agreeing in Christ.
Often we read just verses 4-7 in Philippians 4, as we meditate on the promise of supernatural peace. But
the passage continues in verses 8-9 to expand on just how this can be. "Whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things."
There it is. In prayer, replace anxiety with truth. Replace anxious thoughts with true thoughts. Each of the
words in verse 8 describes our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. True. Honorable. Just. Pure. Lovely.
Commendable. Excellent. Worthy of praise. That's Jesus!
Think about such things, and you'll be thinking about Jesus! And for believers, you are in Christ and
Christ is in you! It is through Jesus you bring requests to the Throne of Grace in heaven. He knows all
things and can do all things, and who promises to work in you and through you and for you, to bring His
good work that He has begun to completion, in His time. It is the Prince of Peace who gives His peace.
The Apostle Paul adds his personal testimony to the truth of these things in verse 9, "What you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me -- practice these things, and the God of peace will
be with you." Paul says, I'm not dwelling on the dungeon I'm in. I'm rejoicing in the Lord, because
through my trials more people are coming to trust in Jesus too, as they see His peace in my life. That's
something I can not manufacture; it can only come from Him.
You want the "peace of God that surpasses all understanding"? Paul says, then practice what you've
learned from me and seen in me, as I talk the talk and walk the walk. AND, he says, the "God of peace
will be with you."
This doesn't happen by breathing a quick prayer, then continuing to worry for God. You'll know Him and
His peace as you obey His scriptures. Consider the wonderful word-play in this passage. 1, don't be
anxious for "anyTHING"... 2, Take "everyTHING" to the Lord in prayer... 3, practice "these THINGS"...
Then you will know the "peace of God" -- and the "God of peace" will be with you.
Change your thinking according to the truth of Scripture. That's how you can grow stronger in the storms
of life. That's "real life." And that's how you can show & tell the joy of the Lord and the peace of the Lord
to everyone around you.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2014.07.17

– Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
ANYTHING ?
Anxious about anything? Wondering how you're supposed to do what it says in Philippians 4:4-5,
"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything."
We often quote this verse to others, but probably have trouble doing what it says for ourselves. Let's
unpack it to learn five things about putting it into practice.
FIRST, rejoice in the Lord. If you're rejoicing, you can't be complaining, worrying, moping, grumbling,
gossiping, mistreating others, or mistrusting the Lord. Get your priorities straight. It's all about the Lord He is how you can overcome everything else.
SECOND, be reasonable. This echoes verses 1-3 where Paul said "agree in the Lord." Don't get carried
away with emotion as you think things through. "Reasonableness" flows from an attitude of the "mind of
Christ" - a theme of the letter to the Philippians. Reasonableness is obvious, because it's so unusual. But
it's what you can experience if you trust the Lord instead of fussing in your own strength.
THIRD, remember the Lord is with you. If you trust Christ as Lord and Savior, the Bible describes you
as in "union with Christ." That's how near He is! Christ Himself in you, and you in Him. That's how you can
act with the mind of Christ, as Paul encourages you throughout this letter to the Philippians.
FOURTH, replace anxious thoughts with prayers. Christ is your real life, so don't be controlled by
emotions, which are manipulated by the world, the flesh, and the devil. Don't let wicked or whimsical
capriciousness of circumstances rule in your heart and mind. Instead, live according to the "mind of
Christ" as informed by the truth of His Word, the Bible.
Verse 5, "Do not be anxious about anything" is explained in verse 6, "but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God." You can't not think about
something. Try to "not" think about the donuts you aren't supposed to eat. That's all you can think about!
That's why Paul tells you to replace your thoughts about things that make you anxious. Everything means
"every" thing. Turn ALL your thoughts into prayer. "Prayer" is talking and listening to God about
everything, so that your mind and heart come into agreement with the mind of Christ.
"Supplication" is when a needy person talks to the Lord about their needs. "Thanksgiving" is your attitude
as you kneel before the throne of grace of the King of Kings, who knows all things and for Whom nothing
is impossible, and Who personally cares for you. "Requests" are specifics of prayer, asking the Lord for
what you want, as you tell Him all you're thinking and feeling, all that's on your mind and heart.
FIFTH, rest in the Lord. Turn anxious thoughts into prayers, and leave them with the only One who can
deal with them. Verse 7 tells the amazing thing that happens when you turn everything over to Him. "And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, WILL guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus." That's a promise!
Peace is the opposite of anxiety. You can have peace in spite of what makes you anxious, by trusting the
only One greater than you, to act on your behalf. The One who knows what you really need, when you
need it, and how He will bring it about, as you trust Him.
Christ's promise for supernatural peace comes true as you recognize that you're in the hands of the allknowing all-powerful all-loving God of the Universe. He knows all about your situation, and what to do. He
knows everything that makes you anxious. And He knows how you can have peace by trusting Him.
His peace will "guard" your heart and mind better than any armor or army. His peace in the midst of
trouble speaks volumes to people around you, and allows you to show others how to really trust Christ.
That's "real life" - and I pray His peace is true of you, as you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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AGREED ?
How would you like your latest disagreement with someone to appear in print for all to read? Not just on
someone's tweet or blog, but in the best-selling book of all time. That's what happened to two women at
the early church in Philippi.
The Apostle Paul writes about it in Philippians 4:1-3. "Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long
for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. I entreat Euodia and I entreat
Synteche to agree in the Lord. Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have
labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow
workers, whose names are in the book of life."
He packages unpleasant things inside pleasant words. In chapter 2 he said be of "one mind" and full
accord in Christ as you look to the interests of others. In chapter 3 he said be of "one mind" as you strive
together side-by-side for the Gospel.
When we have inter-personal problems, we mess up our message about Christ. Disagreements spread
as people pick sides, even when they don't know half the real story. Notice Paul doesn't say who's right
and who's wrong. But he puts responsibility on each person as he pleads to "agree in the Lord." It matters
more who makes the effort to reconcile than who was more at fault. Look at the big picture. Your petty
personal perspective isn't the whole story. Let the Lord of the church handle the problem.
Step 1, don't be so touchy. Luke 17:3 says "Pay attention to yourselves. If your brother sins,
rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him." Don't let things get out of hand. 1 Peter 4:8 says "love
covers a multitude of sins." The goal of reconciliation is restoration of relationship.
Step 2, you go first. Take the initiative. Matthew 5:23 says "first be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift" at the altar. Don't kid yourself. God knows what's going on. Do what
YOU can to resolve a problem. It works the other way too. Matthew 18:15-20 says "If your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have
gained your brother."
Don't first go talk with someone else about the problem. That would be gossip and grumbling. If someone
says to you "isn't it awful how so and so did such and such?" your response should be "well, have you
talked with HIM or HER about it?" That should stop miscommunication in its tracks.
If there is a real problem, Matthew 18 continues, "But if the offender does not listen, take one or two
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector."
The harsh reality is that some people refuse to reconcile, but God wants His humble people to help them
according to Scripture. That's Step 3, fix the problem not the blame. Usually both disagreeing parties
are partly wrong. It's often a misunderstanding about what they meant. Busybodies won't help, but "true
yokefellows" who have unity of mind in the Lord can be a big help by appealing to God's Word. Read
Leviticus 19:17 and 1 Corinthians 12:24 and James 5:20 and Galatians 6:1-10 and Matthew 7:5.
Step 4, be careful from then on. Especially if someone won't reconcile, you want to avoid further trouble.
If you've followed Scripture, you are not responsible for their refusal. But you are responsible for your
response. Things may never be the same with that person. It may mean setting boundaries, and forgiving
but not forgetting. Don't make the same mistakes that caused trouble before. It can take a long time to
rebuild trust. A good resource is www.Peacemaker.net where you'll find lots of helpful resources to
"agree in the Lord."
Christians must "agree in the Lord" to show and tell the Gospel together. This replaces the lies of the
world, the flesh, and the devil with the truth of God's Word. May this be true of you today!
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CALL 2 FALL
Independence Day in America is rightly one of the most celebrated events in human history. In 1776, free
men wrote a detailed statement of human rights and grievances, then laid down their lives to secure their
liberties, and extend them to the citizens of the new world.
And like the framers of American independence, who derived the principles of liberty primarily from the
Bible, we too do well to first acknowledge our dependence upon Almighty God. And we must make sure
we are living up to His principles, for the good of the whole world.
John Hancock - on April 15, 1775 said, "God rules in the armies of Heaven, and without His whole
blessing, the best human counsels are but foolishness." He called for a day of fasting, humility and prayer:
"before God under the heavy judgments felt and feared, to confess the sins that have deserved them, to
implore the Forgiveness of all our transgressions, and a spirit of repentance and reformation...and a
Blessing on the...Union of the American Colonies in Defense of their Rights [for which hitherto we desire
to thank Almighty God]."
John Adams - in 1776 in "Thoughts on Government" wrote, "It is the duty of all men in society, publicly,
and at stated seasons, to worship the SUPREME BEING, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe.
And no subject shall be hurt, molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping
GOD in the manner most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; or for his religious profession
or sentiments; provided he doth not disturb the public peace, or obstruct others in their religious worship."
Benjamin Franklin - on June 28, 1787 made this Motion for Prayers in the Constitutional Convention:
"In the beginning of the Contest with Great Britain, when we were sensible of danger we had daily prayer
in this room for the divine protection. Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they were graciously answered.
All of us who were engaged in the struggle must have observed frequent instances of a superintending
providence in our favor...And have we now forgotten that powerful friend? or do we imagine that we no
longer need his assistance? I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth - that God Governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without his notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without his aid? We have been assured,
Sir, in the sacred writings, that "except the Lord build the House they labour in vain that build it." I firmly
believe this; and I also believe that without his concurring aid we shall succeed in this political building no
better, than the Builders of Babel: We shall be divided by our little partial local interests; our projects will
be confounded, and we ourselves shall become a reproach and bye word down to future ages. And what
is worse, mankind may hereafter from this unfortunate instance, despair of establishing Governments by
Human wisdom and leave it to chance, war and conquest. I therefore beg leave to move that henceforth
prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, be held in this
Assembly every morning before we proceed to business, and that one or more of the Clergy of this City
be requested to officiate in that Service."
Our founders knew their Bibles, and its holy pages record many calls to prayer. Likewise, all who bear the
name of Christ do well to heed His call to fall on their knees before Him. Isaiah 33:22, "For the LORD is
our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our king; He will save us."
2 Chronicles 7:14-15, "if My people who are called by My name humble themselves, and pray and seek
My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal
their land. Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place."
Will this call to fall before God begin with you? The answers to the world's problems are not found in the
halls of Washington or corridors of Wall Street or the United Nations. The answers are found in the pages
of God's Word, and they are written on the hearts and minds of men and women who have been set free
by Jesus Christ, the Lord and Savior who conquers sin and self. And He promises that all who are made
free by Christ shall be free indeed. Is this true of you?
-30-
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MEN & MONEY
Men, do you think you sometimes get a bum rap when it comes to work and money? Didn't the Creator
hard-wire men for work, analyzing, achieving, and providing for their families? These things relate to a
basic sense of fulfillment for most men. After all, God created us as His personal representatives on earth
and gave us the charge of dominion over His creation.
Ahh, but you can get sidetracked, can't you. This happened in the Old Testament too. Just before the
people entered the Promised Land, God speaks through Moses in Deuteronomy 8, as he tells them to be
faithful to God's calling. In verses 1-6 He reminds them to be careful to do His commandments... to
remember how God has provided for them... and how as a man trains his son, so the LORD God trains
His people. Moses also reminded them "man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes
from the mouth of the LORD." How are you learning the Lord's training - by reading His Word, the Bible?
God also wants you to be thankful. In verses 7-10, He rehearses the good things the people will soon
experience in the Promised Land. God miraculously provided all their needs in the wilderness. And He
promises they will bless Him when they enjoy the blessings of life in the Promised Land. It will be full of
natural resources, and they will prosper. How are you being trained to be thankful, as you learn to
recognize God's providential hand in your life?
God also wants you to be fruitful. And in verses 11-20 God gives warnings about coming trials. In the
Promised Land, they could become so prosperous they'll be tempted to forget God. He says, "You shall
remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may confirm His
covenant." That reminder goes right to the heart of a man's pride. You are created, and everything you
are and have to work with comes from the Creator's provision.
Then God points to the pagan nations. If you think and act like pagans, you will get the same results they
do. Pagans do not recognize the one true Living God who created all things. Their end is destruction. So
do you suppose the men of Israel listened to God's training and warnings?
Nope. History shows they became forgetful. They were not faithful. They were not thankful. They were not
fruitful in the things of God. They forged ahead on their own. They neglected the words of God's mouth,
and instead gorged themselves on the bounty of the Promised Land, which was as good as God
promised. And they lifted up themselves in pride. Then they lifted up pagan idols of wood and stone and
their own imaginations. Then they bowed down to the idols they had lifted up. They became fools.
They rejected the one true holy Living God who created them and redeemed them. They rebelled against
His rightful claims on their lives. They forgot His commandments, His warnings, and His blessings. And
they paid a terrible price.
The same thing happens to you. When you put a premium on your own personal pleasures and pursuits,
you pay a price. Oh, you may get everything you want, since God created you with amazing abilities and
potentials. But consequences of disobedience are costly. If you want to listen to the voice of the world,
the flesh, and the devil, you can probably get whatever you go for. But those rewards become the wages
of sin, and result in death.
God's way asks you to trust and obey. He writes down the words of His mouth in the Bible, which gives
you His eternal principles for wisdom and true success. Remember, He created you for His purposes. He
asks you to be faithful to Him, thankful to Him, and fruitful for Him.
That's the way of true fulfillment. It may even lead to worldly wealth. But you'll find you're most fulfilled
when you lay up those treasures in heaven, because the Bible says God blesses His people SO THAT
we can bless others. So, trust and obey - by the power of the Holy Spirit given by God to everyone who
believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior. The song says, "Only one life, 'twill soon be past. Only what's done
for Jesus will last." So true. How are you proving this in your life?
-30-
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FIVE THINGS
God commands parents and adults to teach children (and grandchildren) the truth about Him.
Deuteronomy 6 encourages us, "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your
heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise."
Life is full of teachable moments. Often, the challenge for adults is to take time to take advantage of them,
and use them to teach children the important truths that will guide them for the rest of their lives. That's
why things like Vacation Bible School and Sunday School and Awana and Confirmation are so important.
Other excellent outlets for kids include the indoor bike park at Linn Grove (Bikes-Boards-Blades 3631980), The Dream Center of Spencer (580-4732) and The Bridge of Storm Lake (213-0195).
But you need to make full use of informal teaching opportunities too, at home and on the go. Fact is, you
never stop learning or teaching. Question is, just what are you learning or teaching? J.C. Ryle, acclaimed
preacher of yesteryear, lists five essentials for children of ALL ages...
1) - Teach children to love Jesus as Lord and Savior. Obviously, narratives from the Bible provide ample
opportunity, and there are plenty of resources to help. More important, adults need to SHOW children
how to love the Lord. Your example speaks louder than words. The most powerful teaching puts all three
learning modes in action: hearing (auditory), seeing (visual), and hands on (kinetic).
2) - Teach children to watch over their souls. Teach them to understand how their choices have
consequences. This means helping them learn from their inevitable mistakes. And this means helping
them see how YOU learn from your mistakes. The "Love & Logic" workshop provides excellent tools for
helping children make good choices. Two of the best books are "Shepherding a Child's Heart" by Tedd
Tripp and "Age of Opportunity" by Paul Tripp. They help parents help children understand what's going on
in their hearts and minds when they disobey or pursue selfish unhealthy choices - and how God's grace
and power can transform their hearts and minds according to His truth.
3) - Train children to know the Bible. Children need to know the Bible IS God's Word, that He wrote it
especially for you so you can know what God wants you to know. Since God wrote it, there are no errors
or contradictions, though there are mysteries and profound teachings. Use the "teaching tractor" in 2
Timothy 3:17 to show them how the Bible, a) Teaches what is true, according to God's unchanging holy
character; b) Reproves when you're wrong and go against God's character; c) Corrects when you get off
track from following the world, the flesh, and the devil instead of God's Word; d) Trains you in Right living,
through the power of the Holy Spirit who indwells everyone who believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior.
Children need to see the adults in their lives reading the Bible, talking about it, and living it out daily.
4) - Train children to develop a habit of prayer. Again, the best way is to show & tell by your own example.
Prayer is more than saying grace at meals. It is a two-way conversation with God, listening to Him as well
as telling Him your thanks and requests and all that's on your heart and mind. Prayer gets your thinking in
sync with His, so that you want what He wants, and trust Him to work it out in His time.
5) - Train children to love the church. Again, show & tell them about the fun of fellowship with God's
people, the joy of corporate worship, and the significance of baptism and communion. They learn from
you how to grow together in community, and how to take their places of responsibility to show and tell and
train others too.
As Deuteronomy 6 shows, these five essentials engage the whole person - heart and soul and mind and
will, to love the Lord and His Word - and to live your life by His power within you. As you do, you find deep
personal fulfillment as you also help fulfill your Creator's purpose for the people He made in His own
image. If you don't do this, you'll find that you've created children in your own disobedient image.
So the choice is yours. I pray you'll choose the way of abundant life in Jesus! Happy teaching!
-30-
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TEACHING TRACTOR
Everyone needs a teacher; even teachers! Did you know God's Word provides that very thing for you?
See it in 2 Timothy 3:17, "All Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work."
A 1/16th scale model tractor serves as a good object lesson for preaching on this passage - I used an old
Advance-Rumely one-cylinder kerosene burner, to not offend any green or red or blue or orange
aficionados. BTW have you seen the Youtube tug-of-war between an ancient 18-hp steam-powered
tractor and a modern multi-tired four-wheel drive with hundreds of horsepower? Lots of variables in play,
but you have to respect old iron...
Did you notice the "tractor" in the scripture above? T= teaching, R=reproof, C=correction, TR= training in
righteousness. God's Word puts a powerful teaching TRCTR to work in your life. First, teaching you what
is true, according to God's eternal character. Reproving when you go against God. Correcting when you
get off course, from following the world, the flesh or the devil instead of God's truth. And training you how
to live out God's truth, by the Holy Spirit's power within each believer. A life-long process!
The previous verse reveals how it should begin in childhood, when you're first able to think and learn. 2
Timothy 3:16, "But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus." This
results in a grown-up person, mature in thinking and living, equipped to do God's work in the world.
God's Word reveals that His design for the structure of His creation begins with self-government, as each
person is responsible for a proper relationship with your Creator, and with one another, as created in His
image. And God first established the family to teach His principles of truth, which are lived out in
community, first in the church, and then in society through limited civil government. All this is based on
God's eternal principles, which are derived from His holy and unchanging character - and which formed
the foundation of America.
In contrast, tyrannical government thrives on people who let the government think for them - people
willing to lap up promises of politicians and philosophers, which are neither reasonable nor proper for free
people to accept. That's why deterioration in the quality of education concerns so many people. World
History Institute reports the American Federation of Teachers says, "95% of kids who go to college in the
U.S. would not even be admitted to college elsewhere in the world." The president of Heritage Foundation
says the core curriculum of liberal arts, the heart of education for 300 years, has been ripped out of higher
education today. Worse yet, he says, "from kindergarten through graduate school, entire generations of
young people don't know the essential facts about our history or culture." They're no longer taught
historical, cultural, political and scientific foundations of America. We know it's not the teacher's fault; it's
the curriculum they have to teach.
One of only two conservative professors at Yale University says, "The terrible thing about the
disappearance of a focused program of some kind that tries to teach you the heritage of Western
civilization is that it hasn't been replaced by anything... The university tells students America is a terrible
civilization, and the less they know about it the better. Except of course, they need to know that it's wicked,
chauvinistic, racist, and all that."
How has this happened? Could it be because American Christians, busy pursuing the American dream,
have abdicated their "Deuteronomy 6" responsiblity to teach children the Word of God, and to live it out
in the public square? We must ask ourselves, what are we doing about it now?
"Disciple" means learner and follower. The Lord Jesus Christ wrote down in the Bible exactly what He
wants His disciples to KNOW, and to DO, by His power, to change you and the lives around you. So
how's His teaching tractor at work in your life?
-30-
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TRUE EDUCATION
School is out! Good news or bad news? That probably depends on your age, or whether you have
school-age children in your life. But God's divine design for learning means you never stop learning, every
day in every way. And that's good news!
The Bible says "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge" (Proverbs 1:7). When you fear,
reverence and respect God as your Creator you have a proper starting point. You are designed in His
image to be intelligent and creative. Knowing God lies at the heart of understanding, logic, and reason.
The rest of the passage says "fools despise wisdom and instruction." No one comes close to "knowing
it all" - though the person you live most closely with may sometimes think that you think you do!
Knowledge leads to understanding your purpose in life. You can't get that without instruction. You might
resist that process, but that's how you learn the truth about your Creator and why He made you. A key
part of wisdom is knowing what to do with what you know. God and His Word is where you start.
2 Timothy 2:15 says "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has
no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the Word of truth." Some translations say "work hard" or
"study." You appreciate good workers, and expect that in others. God expects this in you too.
The 7x7 prayer guide from the National Day of Prayer offers an excellent resource to pray for education,
one of the seven influence centers of our lives - family, church, education, business, media, military, and
government. Go to "commit2pray.com/7x7" for more information.
Noah Webster, "the founding father of education" said in 1788, "The education of youth is an employment
of more consequence than making laws and preaching the gospel, because it lays the foundation on
which both law and gospel rest for success. Education is useless without the Bible."
The framers of the United States knew this well. The Library of Congress reports that early actions of the
new American government involved printing Bibles, and the establishment of schools for teaching religion,
morality, and knowledge. Today, the Bible is hardly recognizable in schools. Despite our wonderful
teachers, as kids get older and older, the curricula and system of education lead them further and further
away from God.
Also, a review of educational attainment statistics shows America now ranks 29th among 65 developed
countries of the world. There's no appreciable improvement in comprehension of math and language
skills. You have to go back to the 1960s to find America at the top.
At the same time, educators lament the lack of discipline in schools, both in behavior and in learning. That
should be expected, when the root problem is the gagging of God in the minds of intelligent creatures
who are created by Him, in His image, for His purposes. When parents realize we are ultimately
accountable for the education of our children, including maintaining local control of curriculum and
standards, then we see that simply throwing more money at the problem is not the solution.
This gives us great incentive. If you have young people in your life, pray for them. Encourage them in
their education. Pray for their teachers. The organization "kidsHOPEusa.org" offers excellent resources
for you to get involved. No matter your age, do all you can to teach children about God and the Bible.
Deuteronomy 6 encourages, "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise."
Teaching and learning never ends, and God blesses your efforts. Next time - putting a "teaching tractor"
to work!
-30-
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IN MEMORY OF
On Memorial Day, we solemnly remember all who lost their lives in the conflicts and wars of our nation.
We rightly honor them, in light of the freedoms Americans enjoy, so that we do not lose our liberties from
threats - without or within our borders.
We also consider the living, ~21.2 million veterans and the active ~1.4 million ready to lay down their lives.
Informed Americans are rightly concerned about their well-being. You might have to seek out alternative
resources, such as MilitaryFreedom.org and FreeRepublic.com and FRC.org - to get wide-ranging
perspective on the plight of people in and out of armed services. It might make you wonder whether our
government is repressing rather than respecting them.
Veteran Sam Clovis flew fighter planes, served at the Pentagon and Aerospace Command. A retired
Colonel and college professor, he is on the Iowa ballot for U.S. Senate. As a constitutional scholar, Clovis
observes, "As our Founders warned, too much power visited in the national government will eventually
lead to a soft tyranny. Unfortunately this appears to be the current situation. The liberty of every individual
is protected by the Bill of Rights and the 14th Amendment. The Congress and the Administration would
do well to pay heed to the Constitution and think first of the citizens and less about power."
The 1st Amendment says, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances." The 2nd
Amendment assures "the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." The 14th
Amendment says in part "nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws."
In John 15:13, Jesus said, "greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends." Hours after He uttered these words, He gave His life to pay for the sins of mankind and give
abundant eternal life to all who receive Him as Savior and Lord.
The Framers of our republic tell us in their own words how they built America on God's Word, as a
beacon of light for the kingdom of Christ. Even our unique three branches of government come from
Isaiah 33:22, "The LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our King, He will save
us." Indeed, may the Lord save us from our own government!
On Memorial Day, let us pray to Almighty God, Creator and Redeemer, in the name of Jesus, who gives
ultimate freedom. On behalf of those who gave their lives for our liberties, we ask God's healing grace,
comfort and peace, for those who mourn their loss.
On behalf of veterans, we ask for the respect and jobs they deserve, the rights of arms, and the best
healthcare anywhere. We pray those who serve today will truly protect our God-given freedoms for future
generations. Protect them from evil and immorality in the ranks. May they enjoy all the rights of the
Constitution they have sworn to uphold - including the freedom of religion, so the good news about Jesus
can be freely shared by soldiers and chaplains everywhere. May our military do only good in the world, for
lasting peace. Protect them from dishonorable people and dishonorable ends.
May WE whose freedoms have been protected, make sure they have not died nor sacrificed in vain. May
we rightly honor them and make sure they receive all the rights and opportunities due them. May we be
informed and concerned, and elect officials who uphold our Constitution, and serve according to the
eternal principles of the Bible, upon which our nation was founded.
In a world in which mankind is at war with God and His Word, may we the living, in the armor of Christ, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, likewise lay down our lives. For the benefit of others, like our Founders, may
we personally send forth the light and liberty of the gospel of Christ throughout our community, our
country, and our world, so that more and more people, in and out of uniform, will find true life and liberty
through Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior, in whose mighty and powerful and glorious name we pray,
Amen!
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CITIZENS OF ??
Checked your passport lately? That official document certifies your identity and citizenship. It also makes
you an unofficial representative of your nation. So how are you doing with that?
The Apostle Paul, a Roman citizen, talks about citizenship in Philippians 3:17-21. "Join in imitating me,
and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us." Paul, Timothy,
and Epaphroditus were a team of fellow soldiers on mission as official representatives of the Lord Jesus
Christ. You do well to follow their example.
Paul is no "do as I say not as I do" kind of guy. He practices what he preaches. His walk follows his talk
which matches the model he wrote about in Philippians 2. If you are a believer in Christ, then you have
the "mind of Christ" and so you can, like Christ, put the needs of others ahead of your own. In humility
and obedience to God, you can fulfill Christ's purposes instead of our own personal pursuits.
Paul also tells you how to spot who to avoid. "For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell
you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ." They downplay the cross. They
emphasize regulations, not a living relationship with the Savior whose own blood paid the penalty for your
sins. And they dilute the gospel. They burden you with religious works, instead of showing you how to
receive the grace of God in Christ through faith, and live for Him by His power.
His letter to the Philippians talks a lot about these false teachers. Here Paul uses even more vivid
language in a heart-felt warning about self-serving self-centered imposters who are still around today!
Verse 19, "their end is destruction"...what they're preaching has no future..."their god is their belly"...
it's all about sensual appetites and pleasures of the here and now. They don't worship Christ, they
worship themselves..."they glory in their shame"...they're proud of what they should be ashamed
of..."with minds set on earthly things"...they haven't experienced how Jesus sets you free from sin and
self, giving you the "mind of Christ" to humbly work out the grace that God works in you.
In contrast, verse 20, "but our citizenship is in heaven." Paul uses the word "citizenship" in Philippians
1:27 where he says "let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ." This paints a powerful word
picture for the Philippians, who had become a colony of the Roman empire, and who prided themselves
in the advantages of Roman citizenship.
Are you a Christian? Then Heaven is where your real life is. So you should be putting your time and
energy and resources toward advancing God's kingdom, not earthly pleasures. Life is not about your
pursuits or possessions or power or position or prestige. It's all about Christ.
Today, you are an alien and temporary resident of earth, here with a passport for the purposes of the
sovereign King who saved you and sends you to represent Him, until He takes you home to His eternal
spiritual realm. Verse 21, "from heaven we await our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body."
Should earthly appetites consume those who are destined for heaven? You are to glorify Christ, not
yourselves. Because He has given you "the mind of Christ" to guide you until you inherit glorified bodies
to live in His presence forever.
He will do that "by the power that enables Him to subject all things to Himself." For believers, in your
past you were deformed by sin, then reformed by grace. Lost then found. New creations. In your present,
your new minds are progressively being conformed to be like Him, as you live according to Scripture by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Your future is to be completely transformed, body, soul, mind and spirit.
So that today, citizens of heaven, you show & tell the good news about Jesus to everyone around you!
-30-
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PRESSING ON
Been to a track meet lately? How do those amazing athletes accomplish incredible feats and reach
seemingly impossible goals?
You might be surprised to learn the apostle Paul has some insight on this, which he uses to encourage
believers in Christ. Maybe his "driving principle" is just what you need to keep moving forward today!
In Philippians 3:12-16 Paul pens more memorable words. He's been talking about the futility of religious
works. He had given up all of his truly remarkable religious achievements, and simply given in to Jesus
Christ. Your works cannot save you. Only the work of Christ saves you. His crucifixion paid the penalty for
sin. His resurrection gives His new life to all who receive Him. Eternal life begins the moment you trust in
Christ, and extends to eternity future where believers live with Him forever in the fullness of life.
Meantime, Paul says, that perfection isn't something we have already obtained. It's something we look
forward to. Verse 12, "I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own."
Paul presses on, not in order to become saved, but because he has been saved by Christ.
Your salvation past-tense was accomplished on the cross of Calvary, and your salvation future-tense will
be accomplished when you are with Him in heaven. That's tomorrow. But TODAY you are still a work in
progress. Paul tells you how to work it out. Verse 13, "one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus."
Jesus has won. He's already crossed the finish line. He's waiting there for you to join Him. You just have
to finish the race. The better you do, the more glory for Him. So you press on. Listen to Paul, your coach.
Feel the runner's rhythm...press on...one thing...forgetting...what's behind...straining...forward...to what
lies ahead...press on...toward the goal...for the prize...of the upward call...of God...in Christ Jesus...
Get that rhythm in your mind. "One thing" - this focuses your mind and energy on completing your goal.
"Forgetting - Look ahead. You're in a long-distance marathon. "What lies behind" - It's not simply a
muscle game but a mind game. Don't get distracted by past failures, or by milestones already achieved.
Focus on the goal. "Straining forward" - keep on keeping on. "To what lies ahead" - It's hard, but you
keep going. It takes effort, but the goal is in sight. There's the finish - lean into the tape.
Keep that one thing in mind. Focus, forget, and fly! "Press on" - straining, breathing, lift your legs. One
foot after the other. Go. "Toward the goal" - don't get distracted. The goal is your goal. Go for it. "For
the prize" - eyes on the prize, eternal fulfillment, the ecstasy of agony over.
You can apply Paul's driving principle to every aspect of your life, not just your walk with Christ. Your
personal life. Your marriage or relationships. Your job. School. Health. Everything. Keep pressing on!
But for the Christian the prize is not a medal, not a ceremony, not fleeting fame. It's something that lasts
forever. "The upward call of God" - heaven lies ahead...no more exasperation of earthly existence. "In
Christ Jesus" - The ultimate prize is Jesus Himself. He's your Savior! He's won the contest, and you're
on His team. And when you reach the goal then you'll join Him in the winner's circle. To be with Him, in
Him, in perfection. Never-ending eternal glory with Christ.
Press on! Just as an athlete must focus on one thing, the goal, so the race of this life moves you toward
the goal of Jesus. And His goal is beyond this life. Every activity of earthly life stays in the back of your
mind as His one thing propels you to eternity.
As you strain, you focus forward, pressing on to the prize. Christ Himself. Press on!
-30-
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WOMEN WORTH WATCHING
Quick - who's the most important woman in your life? That question can get a different answer from every
person you ask. You wouldn't be here reading this if it weren't for a woman! Throughout the Bible, women
feature prominently as irreplaceable figures in the history of the redemption of mankind. We can learn
much from their example.
In the book of 2 Timothy, we meet two of these important women, named Lois and Eunice. The apostle
Paul mentions them in relation to his protege Timothy, who is carrying on his missionary work. The
apostle credits Lois and Eunice for teaching the Scriptures to Timothy, as well as faith in God.
Paul met this family while on his first missionary journey, in the city of Lystra (in modern Turkey). The
name Lois means "agreeable or desirable" and she was Timothy's Jewish grandmother. She must have
been married to a Greek, because the name of her daughter Eunice means "conquering well" and is
related to Nike, the Greek goddess of victory. Eunice also married a Greek, and their son was named
Timothy, which means "one who fears God."
Though they lived in a pagan culture which had no synagogue, this family converted to Christ, a risky
commitment in a society which worshiped many pagan deities. It was at Lystra that Paul healed a lame
man, and caused so much commotion that he was stoned and left for dead. But his testimony and the
message of Christ bore much fruit
Later, in Acts 16, we meet a grown-up Timothy, now a disciple of Christ, spoken of highly by everyone.
He becomes an assistant to Paul on his second missionary journey. Now, years later, Paul is in prison for
his faith, writing to Timothy to encourage this young pastor in his labors.
Timothy likewise faced much tribulation and persecution. In 2 Timothy 1, Paul remembers with great
fondness the legacy of faith that Timothy shares with Lois and Eunice. In verse 4 he writes "I am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice
and now, I am sure dwells in you as well."
Their perseverance in faith and Timothy's calling to ministry leads the apostle to make a play on words.
Timothy's name means "one who fears God" and Paul reminds him that God has given him "a Spirit not of
fear but of power and love and self-control." Because of this, Paul says, do not be ashamed of your
testimony of faith in Christ, but willingly "share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God."
The faith of Lois and Eunice remain in the back of his mind as he writes. In 2 Timothy 3, the apostle says
persecution should be expected, and again points Timothy to the reason he can persevere in the Spirit's
power. In verse 14 he says, "But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus."
Women like Lois and Eunice are not only worth watching, they are worth following. Why? Because they
base their lives and their teaching, not on personal opinions or ambitions, but on the Word of God. Paul
says in 2 Timothy 3:16, "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness." Women who teach God's Word are wielding the tools which
can raise children who grow up to love and serve Him.
All this brings great encouragement, not only to women, but to everyone who labors to train children in
the Word of God, at home and church. THANK YOU to our Sunday School teachers, our Awana workers,
those who help with Vacation Bible School, confirmation classes, Bible studies, and every form of
religious instruction.
Thank you, women, for your faithful teaching of Scripture! And keep praying! It will bear good fruit, all in
God's time.
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ONE VOICE
On Thursday May 1, Christian believers across America will gather to unite in a National Day of Prayer.
The theme for this 63rd year is "One Voice, United in Prayer." It is based on Romans 15:6 “So that with
one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
The National Day of Prayer calls citizens to unite together as they humbly come before the throne of
heaven, where God reigns as sovereign over all governments, all authorities, and all mankind. We come
through our Lord Jesus to His throne of grace, asking for His healing grace and renewing power to be
poured out upon His people and their land.
For Sioux Rapids area churches, this year the event will be hosted at 10 am at St. Joseph's Catholic
Church. Please join us! But if you are unable to attend, you can still pray! Here's the prayer written for this
year's observance, by Anne Graham Lotz (daughter of Billy Graham):
"Lord of the Universe. Lord of this planet. Lord of the nations. Lord of our hearts. On this National Day of
Prayer, we look to You… In the darkness, You are our Light. In the storm, You are our Anchor.
In our weakness, You are our Strength. In our grief, You are our Comfort. In our despair, You are our
Hope. In our confusion, You are our Wisdom. In time of terrorism, You are our Shield. In time of war, You
are our Peace. In times of uncertainty, You are the Rock on which we stand.
We make our prayer to You using the words of the prophet Daniel: O Lord, You are the great and
awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with those who love Him and keep His commandments.
You are merciful and forgiving. You are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame because we
have sinned against You, and done wrong. We have turned away from Your commands and principles.
We have turned away from You.
Yet You have promised in 2 Chronicles 7:14, that if we – a people identified with You – would humble
ourselves, pray, seek Your face, and turn from our wicked ways, then You would hear our prayer, forgive
our sin and heal our land.
So we choose to stop pointing our finger at the sins of others, and examine our own hearts and lives. We
choose to acknowledge our own sin – our neglect and defiance and ignorance and even rejection of You.
This day we choose to repent.
In response to our heartfelt repentance, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Father of Jesus Christ, in
keeping with all Your righteous acts and according to Your promise, turn away Your anger and Your
wrath from the United States of America. Hear the prayers and petitions offered to You on this National
Day of Prayer, as we give You our full attention. Give ear, our God, and hear; open Your eyes and see.
We do not make requests of You because we are righteous, but because of Your great mercy.
For the glory of Your Name hear our prayer, forgive our sin, and heal our land.
We ask this in the name of Your Son Jesus Christ who offers us salvation from Your judgment,
forgiveness for our sin, and reconciliation with You through His own blood shed on the Cross. Amen!"
- Anne Graham Lotz
You can get more helpful information at www.NationalDayOfPrayer.org and http://commit2pray.com
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LIFE OF LIFE
On Good Friday, Jesus died. Scripture records His excruciating crucifixion, and how He willingly gave up
His life on the cross. In John 19:30 He said "it is finished" and bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
After thrusting a spear into His side, the Romans pronounced Him dead. Then He was buried in a tomb.
Jesus was dead. But this was not the death of Jesus, it was the death of death. Jesus paid the penalty for
sin, which is death, so that no one who trusts in Him need fear death ever again. He reversed the curse,
as His death made atonement for sin.
And thanks be to God, the story does not end there. Just as Good Friday is all about the "death of death"
so Easter Sunday is all about the "life of life." Because Jesus rose from the dead, His resurrection
demonstrates that God is not dead and heaven is real. These aren't just interesting titles of books or
movies, that's the reality of the resurrection. Jesus is alive!
John 20:30 underscores the authority of the Bible as it recounts the life and death and resurrection of
Christ, "these things are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing, you may have life in His name."
Interestingly, John opens his gospel with similar words, "In Him (Jesus) was life, and this life was the
light of men." (John 1:4). And between these book-ends, the gospel records some of the remarkable life
and teachings and miracles of Jesus Christ. Paramount among them is the action of Holy Week, the heart
of the Christian faith, the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies, the watershed of God's grace
pouring out to mankind, as the cross of Christ is lifted up as the climax of human history.
His perfect sinless life provided Jesus the power to pay the penalty for sin, to make atonement, to redeem
all who believe in Him. The price of His life offset the wages of sin, which is death. Jesus ransomed all
those under the bondage of sin and penalty of death, who put their trust in His perfect work on the cross.
1 Corinthians 15:21 explains, "For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive."
So Easter Sunday provides proof positive that Christ is victor over sin and death. When the disciples
came to His tomb that day, they found that angels had rolled away the stone, not so that Jesus could
come out, but so that they could see in to an empty tomb. Jesus Himself rose Himself from the grave. He
lives! Then He appeared to His disciples, one by one, two by two, to the twelve, and to more than 500 at
one time.
Jesus is alive. And He is the life of life, real life. Just as the death of Jesus means the death of death - all
who trust in Him no longer fear death... so the life of Jesus means the life of life - all who trust in Him are
reborn to new spiritual life. John 1:12 describes this, "to all who did receive Him, who believed in His
name, He gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God."
When you trust in Jesus you are re-born from above. You get a new start, as John 20:31 says "that by
believing you may have life in His name." You receive eternal abundant life. The new resurrected life of
Christ is in you, to be lived out through you, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to understand God's Word
and be transformed by it, and to live it out day by day, to overflow to those around you.
His life becomes your life. The life of life! Real life. Receive Him today, and live.

- all who trust in Him are reborn, they get a new start, they receive eternal abundant life - the new
resurrected life of Christ in them, to begin life anew with their sins forgiven and being reconciled to God,
in right relationship with Him, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to understand God's Word and to live it
out day by day.

Thank God the story does not end there. Jesus IS dead. But that's not the death of Jesus. It's the
death of death. Because Jesus died, and because His death paid the penalty for sins, no one who
trusts in Jesus need fear death ever again. The sting of death is gone, because of the victory of
Jesus Christ...but only for those trusting in Jesus and Christ alone for your salvation. 1
Corinthians 15:21 says For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.
20 April 2014 – Riverside Church – Rev. Grant Mangold
"Life of Life" – – "Easter Sunday celebration service"
RECORD – Easter basket. What's it all about? A symbol of 'new life' & 'resurrection' handed
down by traditions from the "Old Country"... others?? = yes, bunnies, eggs, chocolate, flowers,
lilies, new clothes, hats... object lessons, word pictures, symbols, intended as teaching tools to
help illustrate deep spiritual truths - but can also seem to take on a life of their own and perhaps
even seem to eclipse Easter itself...
Thankfully we don't have to rely on such traditions and tools, becuz we have God's own words in
the Bible which reveal His truth to us.
our text for today is John 20:30 - these things are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have LIFE in his name.
That's the end of John's Gospel, and he begins with the same concept, John 1:4 says "in Him was
LIFE and this life was the light of men
In between is a record of only some of the things that Jesus said & did, paramount among them
the action of Holy Week = heart of th Chr. faith, fulfillment of OT, cross of Christ is lifted up as
climax of history, the watershed of God's grace to mankind, the payment of Our Debt
& the last time we were together as a church family, on Good Friday, we considered the last 3
words of Jesus on the cross, at the end of His excruciating crucifixion, as recorded in John 19:30
- Jesus said, 'it is finished' and bowed His head and gave up His spirit. Jesus was dead. Guards
thrust a spear in His side to make sure. Then, pronounced dead by the Romans, Jesus was placed
in a tomb by secret disciples Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. Jesus was dead. Buried.
Jesus had accomplished His mission. He had come to give His life, to be The Lamb who takes
away the sin of the world, to make atonement for sin, to give His perfect life to pay the penalty
for sin... death...
Death is the wages of sin - inherited thru our forefather Adam in his rebellion against God earned by every person because of our personal rebellion against our Holy Creator - Jesus is the
promised remedy for our rebellion... our reconciliation, as He came to put an end to death... He's
the reverse of the curse of death, as on Good Friday, Jesus died.
Thank God the story does not end there. Jesus IS dead. But that's not the death of Jesus. It's the
death of death. Because Jesus died, and because His death paid the penalty for sins, no one who

trusts in Jesus need fear death ever again. The sting of death is gone, because of the victory of
Jesus Christ...but only for those trusting in Jesus and Christ alone for your salvation. 1
Corinthians 15:21 says For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.
so just as Good Friday is all about "the death of death"... so Easter Sunday is all about "the life
of life"... the NT gospels recount the resurrection of Christ, and those who believe it, who put
their trust in the risen Christ, soon learn that "GOD IS NOT DEAD" & "HEAVEN IS REAL"
aren't just titles of interesting books or movies. It's a fact.
As we continue reading the gospel of John, we learn in chapter 20 that early on Easter Sunday
some women came to the tomb BTW isn't that why traditionally the women prepare the easter
sunrise breakfast ? anyway thank you to our ladies for their special easter coffee today ! then
Peter & John ran to the tomb to discover Christ had risen = angel rolled the stone away from the
opening to the cave tomb, not so that Jesus could get out, but so they could see in = His tomb is
empty...!
And then Jesus Himself appeared to His disciples, in His resurrected body... & yet with each
encounter is some element of human disbelief. The resurrection is a fantastic concept - that
someone known to be dead could actually come back to life, living, breathing, eating, etc.
Scripture gives incredibly detailed testimony to this as a fact of history.
And yet some people just choose to disbelieve it, to not give it a thought, or to wave it away as
irrelevant, unimportant, or unexplained
We see that in John 20:24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, & place my hand into his side, I will never believe.
Journey from unbelief to belief that Thomas experienced is not unlike that of many people today.
Good example is Dr. F.S. Collins, pioneer of the Human Genome project advancing our
understanding of human DNA & currently director of Nat'l Institutes of Health. He writes about
his journey in the book "The Language of God: A scientist presents evidence of belief." = Long
story short - he became frustrated about his choices as a young man to turn away from the
Christian faith.
Collins had chosen the path of a materialist, trying to explain reality in the absence of God or the
supernatural, without God - indeed a losing endeavor. It all came to a climax when as a medical
doctor he was dealing with people approaching death. He became puzzled about those who have
peace because of their faith in God. He says he would be terrified in their position, approaching
death... without hope....
Then he read "Mere Christianity" by C.S. Lewis. = "in the first two or three pages I realized that
my arguments against faith were really those of a schoolboy. They had no real substance... and
the thoughtful reflections of this Oxford scholar ...were convincing me quickly, page by page,
that actually reason and faith go hand in hand – though faith has the added component of
revelation.” = truth from outside yourself
Does that sound like Thomas in the upper room, asking for physical evidence before he would
believe? Collins continues: “Over the course of the next year...I began to realize that the
evidence for the existence of God...made me realize that atheism would no longer be for me an
acceptable choice - it was the least rational of the options.”
Much like th book "The Case for Christ" by lawyer-journalist Lee Strobel who came to faith by
trying to disprove Christ - our gift to you

back to John 20:26 - Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him,
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
This whole thing about "believing" in Jesus trips up so many people.
Some think they must intellectually grasp every detail - or like Thomas, they make themselves
the ultimate judge, wanting experiential proof, to touch the risen Christ for himself... others
struggle with submitting their will to Christ as Lord of their lives. John 1:12 describes this - "But
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
Believing & receiving involves the whole person - mind, heart, will - putting your trust in Jesus
Christ as your trustworthy Lord & Savior... It's a very rational human process but driven by the
supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus told Nicodemus that no one could see the kingdom of
heaven unless they were born again, born of the Spirit. That's what happened to Doubting
Thomas, that's what happened to Dr. Francis Collins. Has that happened to you?
lawyer-journalist Lee Strobel set out to disprove Christ and ended up a believer, chronicled in his
book "The Case for Christ = our gift to you!
He points out how every other religion preaches "do" = do this to live, but Christianity preaches
"done" - Christ has done it for you - simply believe in Him, and receive the gift of grace & LIFE
He freely offers.
Jn20:30 these things R written so that U may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the S of G, & that
by believing U may have LIFE in his name.
Jesus is alive. And He is the life of life. "REAL LIFE" = Just as the death of Jesus means the
death of death - all who trust in Him no longer fear death... so the life of Jesus means the life of
life - all who trust in Him are reborn, they get a new start, they receive eternal abundant life - the
new resurrected life of Christ in them, to begin life anew with their sins forgiven and being
reconciled to God, in right relationship with Him, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to
understand God's Word and to live it out day by day.
You bulletin cover today lists several scriptural descriptions of jesus christ... I invite you to fill in
the blank = = JESUS IS ____________
I pray your answer is Jesus is MY REAL LIFE ! - resurrection life, life that never ends, life that
overcomes all th trials of human existence, becuz we know this life is only th prelude to
everlasting life w. Christ. God is not dead, heaven is real, Jesus is LIFE and He gives real life to
all who believe and receive in Him as Lord and Savior - may that be true of YOU today - please
join me in prayer
= HEB 13:20-21
"In this world, nothing is certain except death and taxes," said Benjamin Franklin. Some anonymous wag
added, "At least we don't have to die every year on April 15."
Everyone faces death. But why? God tells us in the Bible that death is the result of mankind's sin, our
rebellion against God. "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). "Sin came into the world through one
man, Adam, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned" (Romans 5:12).
Death is deserved. We sin because we are sinners, and the penalty for sin is death. Our sins earn us
death. Our death is owed to God, who is perfectly holy. If God did not require payment for sin, He would
not be holy, not worthy of worship, not God. Our death is sure, because we are finite, temporal creatures.
We rebel against our holy Creator. We sin. We earn the consequences.

Someone says, but if God is loving and perfect, surely He could do something about death? He has. The
rest of Romans 6:23 says "The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord."
Holy Week is all about the death of death. It's the fulfillment of the Old Testament, the climax of human
history, the watershed of God's grace to mankind, the payment of The Debt. It's "being redeemed."
Palm Sunday is the coronation of Jesus as King, coming in the name of the Lord. Palms and psalms gave
Him a royal welcome as the Messiah, the One promised throughout the Old Testament, to come and set
His people free from the bondage of sin.
Maundy Thursday is the confirmation of Jesus as the Passover lamb "which takes away the sin of the
world." Passover remembered how God rescued His enslaved people from Egypt. The sacrificed lamb
pictures the wages of sin as death. It was also a picture of atonement, of God accepting payment for sin.
That Passover became the presentation of Christ in the Lord's Supper, as Jesus prepares Himself as the
"lamb of God" so that His own body and blood would make the payment.
Throughout human history, since Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden, God had promised an
offspring who would reconcile rebellious people with His holiness. The Old Testament sacrifices served
as a recurring object lesson of God's redemption and His promise to save. Finally Jesus, God's one and
only Son, came in a cradle in order to go to the cross. He lived a perfect live, in order to be a perfect
sacrifice. In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus confirmed His resolve to personally pay the debt we could
not pay. Then He was arrested, tried and condemned at the hands of the religious leaders and Roman
authorities. All part of God's plan. Read about it in John 19.
Good Friday is the day of redemption. Jesus was lifted up on the Roman cross of execution, crucified in a
cruel tortuous death of the only perfect man who committed not even one sin. "He Himself bore our sins
in His body" (1 Peter 2:24). God turned His face away from His one and only beloved Son. Then Jesus
said, 'it is finished' and bowed His head and gave up His spirit. Jesus was dead. The guards thrust a
spear in His side to make sure. Pronounced dead by the Romans, Jesus was placed in a tomb by Joseph
of Arimathea and Nicodemus.
Jesus said, "It is finished." And what that really means is that Jesus had "paid in full" the debt for sin. The
great drama of redemption had been fulfilled. The price was paid, His life for yours. That's redemption.
Thank God the story does not end there. Jesus is dead. But that's not the death of Jesus. It's the death of
death. It's Good Friday, but Easter Sunday is coming! Because Jesus died, all who put their trust in Him
receive His payment for their sins, and fear death no more. And because Jesus lives, well, that's what
we'll talk about next week...
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DEATH OF DEATH
"In this world, nothing is certain except death and taxes," said Benjamin Franklin. Some anonymous wag
added, "At least we don't have to die every year on April 15."
Everyone faces death. But why? God tells us in the Bible that death is the result of mankind's sin, our
rebellion against God. "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). "Sin came into the world through one
man, Adam, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned" (Romans 5:12).
Death is deserved. We sin because we are sinners, and the penalty for sin is death. Our sins earn us
death. Our death is owed to God, who is perfectly holy. If God did not require payment for sin, He would
not be holy, not worthy of worship, not God. Our death is sure, because we are finite, temporal creatures.
We rebel against our holy Creator. We sin. We earn the consequences.
Someone says, but if God is loving and perfect, surely He could do something about death? He has. The
rest of Romans 6:23 says "The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord."
Holy Week is all about the death of death. It's the fulfillment of the Old Testament, the climax of human
history, the watershed of God's grace to mankind, the payment of The Debt. It's "being redeemed."
Palm Sunday is the coronation of Jesus as King, coming in the name of the Lord. Palms and psalms gave
Him a royal welcome as the Messiah, the One promised throughout the Old Testament, to come and set
His people free from the bondage of sin.
Maundy Thursday is the confirmation of Jesus as the Passover lamb "which takes away the sin of the
world." Passover remembered how God rescued His enslaved people from Egypt. The sacrificed lamb
pictures the wages of sin as death. It was also a picture of atonement, of God accepting payment for sin.
That Passover became the presentation of Christ in the Lord's Supper, as Jesus prepares Himself as the
"lamb of God" so that His own body and blood would make the payment.
Throughout human history, since Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden, God had promised an
offspring who would reconcile rebellious people with His holiness. The Old Testament sacrifices served
as a recurring object lesson of God's redemption and His promise to save. Finally Jesus, God's one and
only Son, came in a cradle in order to go to the cross. He lived a perfect live, in order to be a perfect
sacrifice. In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus confirmed His resolve to personally pay the debt we could
not pay. Then He was arrested, tried and condemned at the hands of the religious leaders and Roman
authorities. All part of God's plan. Read about it in John 19.
Good Friday is the day of redemption. Jesus was lifted up on the Roman cross of execution, crucified in a
cruel tortuous death of the only perfect man who committed not even one sin. "He Himself bore our sins
in His body" (1 Peter 2:24). God turned His face away from His one and only beloved Son. Then Jesus
said, 'it is finished' and bowed His head and gave up His spirit. Jesus was dead. The guards thrust a
spear in His side to make sure. Pronounced dead by the Romans, Jesus was placed in a tomb by Joseph
of Arimathea and Nicodemus.
Jesus said, "It is finished." And what that really means is that Jesus had "paid in full" the debt for sin. The
great drama of redemption had been fulfilled. The price was paid, His life for yours. That's redemption.
Thank God the story does not end there. Jesus is dead. But that's not the death of Jesus. It's the death of
death. It's Good Friday, but Easter Sunday is coming! Because Jesus died, all who put their trust in Him
receive His payment for their sins, and fear death no more. And because Jesus lives, well, that's what
we'll talk about next week...

LIFE OF LIFE = belief in "GOD" must become belief in Jesus in order to have "eternal life" !!!
repentance & faith = the path
JESUS saves you, nothing else
"LIFE" = born again life, eternal life, abundant life, etcetc = HIS life illustrates/empowers new life
Jesus is dead. But this is not the death of Jesus, it is the death of death. Jesus lives! etcetc
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1
Corinthians 15:56-57 ESV)

1 Corinthians 15:21 explains
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. (1 Corinthians 15:21-22 ESV)

And if the story ended there, it would still be the death of death

The veil in the Temple was
"paid in full" the penalty and became the "propitiation" for sin, satisfying the debt that we owe the Holy
One who created us.
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

dying a cruel death on a Roman cross.
1 pet 2:24
it is finished etc
Easter is the resurrection from the dead, as Jesus rose to life, with the promise of new life for everyone
who puts their trust in Him.
All that adds up to the death of death. More specifically, the death of Jesus Christ is the death of death.
Death exists because of sin. Jesus died to pay the penalty for sin. Only He could do that, because Jesus
is the perfect Son of God, who lived a perfect life, never sinning, so that He would be a perfect sacrifice.

Jesus paid the penalty

Maundy Thursday is when Jesus celebrated the Passover with His disciples and made Himself its
personal object lesson. Passover remembered God's redemption of His enslaved people in Egypt, as for
fourteen centuries the Jews
Good Friday is when Jesus willingly gave His life to pay the penalty for sin.
Easter is when Jesus rose from the dead, in triumph over sin and death and the grave.

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls. (1 Peter 2:22-25 ESV)

The Bible says in Hebrews 9:27 "It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment."

it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Some have great confidence in skeptical scholarship, and I once did, perhaps more than anyone else. If anyone thinks they are assured in their unbelief, I was more
committed: born of unbelieving parents, never baptized or dedicated; on scholarly credentials, a PhD from a secular university; as to zeal, mocking the church; as to
ideological righteousness, totally radicalized. But whatever intellectual superiority I thought I had over Christians, I now count it as sheer ignorance. Indeed, I count
everything in my former life as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing the historical Jesus who is also the risen Lord. For his sake, I have given up trying to
be a hipster atheist. I consider that old chestnut pure filth, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a CV that will gain me tenure at an Ivy
League school, but knowing that I've bound myself to Jesus—and where he is, there I shall also be.

The real story of Jesus Christ is good news, and it transformed my life. That's why I'm fighting to tell it amidst a cacophony of misguided voices.

- michael bird, lecturer at ridley college, australia http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/april-web-only/how-god-became-jesus-and-how-i-came-to-faith-inhim.html?utm_source=ctdirect-html&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_term=9465188&utm_content=263576933&utm_campaign=2013&start=3

LIFE OF LIFE = 4-24
NATL DAY PRAYER = 5-1

back to philippians ??? or follow new sermon schedule for a week or two ??? = depends !

LIFE OF LIFE = belief in "GOD" must become belief in Jesus in order to have "eternal life" !!!
repentance & faith = the path
JESUS saves you, nothing else
"LIFE" = born again life, eternal life, abundant life, etcetc = HIS life illustrates/empowers new life
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PALMS & PSALMS
What's the big deal about Palm Sunday and Good Friday and Easter, anyway? Why should you bother to
attend church services, especially this one time of year?
Well, it's only about the basic message of hope for mankind. It's only the heart of the Christian faith.
And 78% of Americans self-identify as Christians, according to a just-released "Global Religious
Landscape" study by the Pew Research Center. So let's refresh your understanding of just what it means
to call yourself a Christian.
“The world has gone after Him!” That's what the religious leaders declared about Jesus (John 12:19)
on that first Palm Sunday nearly 2,000 years ago on a dusty lane in Jerusalem. Jesus of Nazareth had
just fulfilled several key pieces of ancient prophecies regarding the promised "Messiah" written about in
the holy Scriptures.

For thousands of years, the Jews had waited for the Messiah. God had made many promises over the
centuries. And now they were coming true.
Why did the world need a Messiah? That goes back to the very beginning, when God promised a holy
offspring to come into the world to take care of the sin problem. Sin, rebellion against God, had plagued
mankind since the very beginning. God promised to fix our problem.
That's why He sent His son, whose birth we celebrate at Christmas. Jesus was no ordinary child.
Conceived by the Holy Spirit, He was born of the Virgin Mary. Now on this first Palm Sunday, Jesus was
completing three years of public ministry, proclaiming the good news of salvation.
Vast crowds of people were gathered in Jerusalem for a religious festival. The gospel of John 12:12-19
tells us the crowds heard Jesus was coming, so they went out to meet Him. "So they took branches of
palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord, even the King of Israel!"
Why did they give Jesus such a royal welcome? Palm branches laid down on the roadway and waved to
greet Him were symbols of national identity. Palms and psalms were presented in honor of the person
they expected to restore their nation by gaining independence from the tyrants of the Roman Empire.
"Hosanna" means "Save us now!" and the crowds called this out in anticipation of Jesus fulfilling the Old
Testament prophecies, including Psalm 118:25 "Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
LORD." They quoted other passages too, adding "the King of Israel" so no one could mistake their
intentions.
With palms and psalms, they were lifting up Jesus as the Messiah, the promised King who would deliver
them. Little did they know that in just a few days, these same crowds would demand that Jesus be lifted
up, not on the throne of Israel but upon a cross of Roman shame, as they shouted "Crucify Him!"
During that Holy Week long ago, what they said and believed about Jesus reveals their eternal destiny.
As Jesus went willingly to the cross to pay the penalty for the sins of the world, the Bible says that
everyone who puts their trust in Him will receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life. This gives you God's
power and purpose to live your life for Him, and then, when your earthly life is over, to live forever with
Him in heaven. That's what it means to be a Christian.
So how about it? Will we see you in church on Palm Sunday, or Maundy Thursday, or Good Friday, or
Easter Sunday? That's where you'll receive the GOOD NEWS that changes your life. Forever.

John chapter 12, we see the people giving a royal welcome to Jesus Christ as the
prophesied Messiah, how cheering crowds lifted Him with “Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord”…but in a matter of days became jeering crowds, rejecting what
Jesus revealed as the real mission of the Messiah, as lifted up not on the glorious
throne of Israel but on the wretched Roman cross of shame… And then we’ll ask what
you say about the Son of God, as the Son of David and the Son of Man…and how that
changes your life for today and tomorrow!

" Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD. (Psalm 118:26 ESV)
which says "

Hosanna means “O save!” or “save us now!” and the crowd called this out as they recalled the
Old Testament language of passages like 2 Sam 14.4; 2 Kings 6.26… “Blessed is He who comes

in the name of the Lord” as they quoted Psalm 118.25-26… and added “even the King of Israel”
so no one could mistake their intentions.

John chapter 12, we see the people giving a royal welcome to Jesus Christ as the
prophesied Messiah, how cheering crowds lifted Him with “Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord”…but in a matter of days became jeering crowds, rejecting what
Jesus revealed as the real mission of the Messiah, as lifted up not on the glorious
throne of Israel but on the wretched Roman cross of shame… And then we’ll ask what
you say about the Son of God, as the Son of David and the Son of Man…and how that
changes your life for today and tomorrow!
The Triumphal Entry The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they
took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even
the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king
is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!” His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him
was that they heard he had done this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the
world has gone after him.” (John 12:12-19 ESV)
The Triumphal Entry Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of
his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send
it back here immediately.’” And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. And some of
those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let
them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road,
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. And those who went before and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the
highest!” And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late,
he went out to Bethany with the twelve. (Mark 11:1-11 ESV)
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LIFTING UP JESUS – John 12:12-37 (THE PALM BEFORE THE STORM)

* VIDEO – “The Gospel of John” – http://visualbible.com/ – John 12:12-19

“The world has gone after Him!” declared the Pharisees on that first Palm Sunday over
1900 years ago – in this *clip from the excellent “Gospel of John” DVD produced by
Visual Bible International….
That’s not quite the way we acted it out in my childhood as we waved palm branches &
marched around the church on Palm Sunday! Anyone else have memories of past Palm
Sundays? Or perhaps you’ve helped welcome a famous person? Tim, was your
welcome like that in India? Or maybe you’re watching the preparations for the royal
wedding that’s coming up in the United Kingdom? And did you know that what
happened on Palm Sunday was a prelude to the coronation of a King?
In John chapter 12, we see the people giving a royal welcome to Jesus Christ as the
prophesied Messiah, how cheering crowds lifted Him with “Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord”…but in a matter of days became jeering crowds, rejecting what
Jesus revealed as the real mission of the Messiah, as lifted up not on the glorious
throne of Israel but on the wretched Roman cross of shame… And then we’ll ask what
you say about the Son of God, as the Son of David and the Son of Man…and how that
changes your life for today and tomorrow!
Please join me in prayer – Father, we thank you in the name of Jesus for your Word of
Truth. As John the author tells us his purpose for the book in chapter 20:31 “these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in His name” – we pray that would be true of each
person here today, as your Holy Spirit teaches us Your Word – Amen!
Let’s read about Jesus the Son of God as the SON OF DAVID in John 12 verse12 The
next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of
Israel!”
The crowd – as many as 3 million people! – had come from all over the country for the feast of
Passover. Imagine the entire population of Iowa in one city! I brought a Menorah candelabra to
help us remember how Palm Sunday relates to the Jewish feasts... it was first used in the
Tabernacle after their Passover
deliverance of God’s people from slavery in Egypt more than 1500 years before, and it continued
to be used in the Temple in Jesus’ day. Political overtones were everywhere that day… Like the
Menorah, Palm leaves were a national symbol of Israel, and waving them honored their king’s
victory.
The crowd acclaimed Jesus as the long-prophesied Messiah who would release the Jewish nation
from the yoke of Rome. Many were also from the rebel region of Galilee, and had tried before to
make Jesus their King. The many political factions of Jesus’ day each had their own idea of what
Messiah would be like – because they knew “part” of their Bibles!
They had waited thousands of years for Messiah. Now, they “knew” Jesus was the one…
because He had just performed in chapter 11 His most astounding miracle yet – raising Lazarus,
a man who had been in the grave for three days, past the time they believed the soul left the body.
This was the topper of the many miracles of the past three years.
The crowd now wanted Him to use His amazing powers to overthrow the Romans, to become
politically and religiously independent. They were impatient. They wanted their King. Now!

Hosanna means “O save!” or “save us now!” and the crowd called this out as they recalled the
Old Testament language of passages like 2 Sam 14.4; 2 Kings 6.26… “Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord” as they quoted Psalm 118.25-26… and added “even the King of Israel”
so no one could mistake their intentions.
Matthew 21:9 says “And the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were
shouting ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!’
In 2 Sam 7:12-16, Messiah was promised to come from the line of Israel’s greatest king, David.
His kingdom would continue forever. And the term “Son of David” appears 16 times in the
Gospels…
At long last, on this very day, through Jesus and through these crowds, God was unfolding His
eternal plan of the ages! Because of the crowds, the Jewish religious leaders watched Jesus
closely. They were uneasy about the mood of the people and suspicious of His intentions. And
the Roman leaders were on guard at every Feast of the Jews.
verse 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 “Fear not,
daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!”
A colt! That’s how Jesus carefully slipped under the radar of watchful Roman security. They
knew Jesus was a popular healer and teacher. If they heard the word “king” at least Jesus wasn’t
riding a warhorse, leading the crowds in rebellion. But they didn’t know that riding on the colt
meant that Jesus knew exactly what He was doing.
About 500 years before, after the Babylonian captivity, when there was no king in Israel, the
prophet Zechariah in 9:9 said Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble
and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
This foretold the humble shepherd-king, a righteous Davidic Messiah. “As it is written” also
alludes
to Isaiah 62:10-11 and Genesis 49:8-12 and other passages, including 1 Kings 1:33-44 about the
coronation of Solomon, the son of David. And Matthew says people spread their cloaks on the
ground, similar to 2 Kings 9:13.
Both the donkey and the colt were in the procession, but Jesus didn’t ride astride both of them at
the same time, as could be misunderstood. As Matt 21:7 says “they brought the donkey and the
colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them” = He sat on the cloaks. The colt had
never been ridden
so bringing the mother was also a good idea – and it meant the colt was ritually clean,
appropriate for a King on a mission of peace.
Previously, Jesus had not allowed the crowds to proclaim Him as King, but now on Palm Sunday
He did. And just the day before, in John 12:1-11 He had allowed Mary, the sister of Lazarus, to
anoint Him with oil, which the Law required before the coronation of a king. And it was because
of Lazarus the crowd insisted that He be their King.
Jesus knew their acclamation of Him as King would provoke the rulers of the people – and result
in His death… and that in just a few days, His coronation would come – with a crown of thorns.

The cheering crowds crying “Hosanna, Save us!” would become jeering crowds crying “Crucify
Him! We have no King but Caesar.”
verse 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had
been done to him.
Isn’t this amazing! “but when Jesus was glorified, they remembered”… this means what we call
the “triumphal entry” was not his glorification! Yes, He was being “lifted up” in the sense of
being exalted as the “King of Israel” – but his true glorification and lifting up was yet to come
later in the week…on Good Friday...
The motif of “misunderstanding” is a recurring theme in the book of John, and here again we see
that many things that Jesus said and did were not always understood until after His death and
resurrection. Today with the illumination of God’s Word by the Holy Spirit, we too can see
God’s eternal plan unfolding before our eyes! Let’s read on…
verse 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised
him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him
was that they heard he had done this sign.
The collusion of the crowds! The crowd that saw the miracle of Lazarus told the crowd in
Jerusalem, and so everyone had come out to welcome Jesus into the city.
Years ago, I walked that very road, reflecting on what it must have been like…the crowds…what
was going through Jesus’ mind…the powerful testimonies of His righteous life and the miracles
of the past three years: the lame man, the blind man, many more, and now the dead man raised to
new life! The Lord of Creation, the Word, the Logos, the Light of the World, proving His divine
power!
verse 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the
world has gone after him.”
The religious leaders “knew” that Jesus didn’t fit their legalistic ideas of self-righteousness and
self-aggrandizement… and they continued to rail against him, and plot his death, in order to “get
their way” and get Him out of their way… While the crowds were intent on getting their way,
and making Jesus their King…
And the Pharisees complained that the whole world was going after Jesus! Indeed, the Messianic
Psalm 22:7 says as much – “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord and
all the families of the nations shall worship before you.” And John tells us how both Jews and
Gentiles were believing in Jesus…
verse 20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”
22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
The Greeks sought out Philip because he was from a Greek-speaking town in Galilee. Philip and
Andrew are not preachers like Peter and Paul, not writers like James and John. They are personal
evangelists – bringing people to Jesus. Andrew brought Peter to Jesus. Philip brought Nathanael
to Jesus – they are a model for us to follow!

“Sir, we would see Jesus”… What beautiful words – and that is precisely what you and I must
do when we tell others about Jesus – they should not see us, they should see Jesus! I have taped
those words right here on the lectern in front of me! so I don’t forget! I don’t want you to see
“me”! Anyone who stands in any pulpit must respond to this: “Sir, we would see Jesus!” – so
you and I must saturate our minds with God’s Word so by the power of the Holy Spirit we
become more&more like Christ, by repentance&faith as we trust&obey Him!
These Greeks were God-fearing Gentiles who had not become Jews, and they were not allowed
in the area of the Temple where Jesus was at the moment. They want to meet Jesus personally
because He is fulfilling the prophecies of the Messiah. One commentator notes how these men
from the “West” at the end of Christ’s earthly life represent what the wise men of the “East”
represented at the beginning of His earthly ministry = acknowledging His kingship.
Perhaps they also represent you and me – Gentiles, who in the latter days have come into God’s
favor, and under the hearing of His words of truth and life. And the question for us today is this:
– what do YOU say about Jesus Christ ? That’s the turning point of your life, and this now is the
turning point of the Gospel of John…chapter 12 verse 23
John has told us about the SON OF DAVID… now, he turns his attention to Jesus as the SON
OF MAN… verse 23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified.
Many other times in the Gospels Jesus has said that His hour has NOT yet come (John 2,7,10 etc)
but this is the first time Jesus has said His hour has come… The interest of the Greeks is a signal
that His mission on earth is being fulfilled…the turning point – and what He says next sets the
stage for all the events of the coming Passion Week…
The titles “Son of God” and “Son of Man” are not contradictory, but complementary. Jesus is the
unique fully human “Son of David,” and at the same time the fully divine “Son of God.” He is
the “Son of Man,” the only perfectly and completely God-Man who has ever existed or ever will
exist.... “Son of Man” refers to Jesus 69 times in the synoptic Gospels and 12 times in the Gospel
of John. It’s the title Jesus preferred for Himself…
And it refers to the humble humanity of the shepherd-king and suffering servant-king who comes
to atone for sins and redeem His people – but also to His role as the coming-again King and ruler
of God’s kingdom…
And it goes back to Daniel 7:13-14 which says, “behold, with the clouds of heaven there came
one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And
to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.
“All peoples” means Jews, Greeks, Gentiles…that’s also the picture in Revelation 7:9-10 - “a
great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, and crying out with loud voice “salvation belongs to our God who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb”
Now this is exaltation! The Greeks and the Jews were impressed with the glory of His triumphal
entry, but Jesus says, “you ain’t seen nothin’ yet!” – the real glory is yet to come. Palm Sunday is

a mere dress rehearsal for the real “lifting up” of the King! This “hour” that has come will lead to
His ultimate glorification!
We think of glorified as meaning “exalted, lifted up.” All through the Gospels and the book of
John, the glory of Jesus is part of the theme running through, as in John 1:14 “and the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory – glory as of the only Son from
the Father, full of grace and truth.” In John 11:4, Jesus said that the illness of Lazarus was for
the express purpose of the glory of God.
And now in John 12:23 Jesus says “the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”
What does He mean?
He tells us in verse 24: Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must
follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will
honor him.
How would Jesus be glorified? and God’s kingdom grow from one seed to produce a great
harvest from every tribe and nation and tongue? Jesus sets forth the great conundrum – True
glory comes through humility!
That’s a refrain throughout the whole Bible, and throughout the teaching ministry of Jesus and of
the apostles. Only in losing our lives for Jesus sake will we truly have life, here and for
eternity…
“loves his life” means putting his own interests ahead of God’s purpose… are you and I doing
this?
And “hates his life” means self-sacrifice by putting God first… are you and I doing this? As one
commentator puts it, “self-preservation leads to self-destruction…but self-renunciation leads to
true self-preservation…”
Let’s not kid ourselves – God’s grace in our lives is NOT so that we can be more comfortable –
and if we fool ourselves by making our worldly interests the aim of our lives, we will be of all
men and women most miserable – because Jesus reminds us that it is only in union with Him and
service to Him that we are truly fulfilled…
Remember the great quote by missionary Jim Elliott, who became a martyr in Ecuador as he
reached out to the Quechua Indians - “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what
he cannot lose.”
That quote, relating to this passage of Scripture, was an important element in my life as a high
schooler when I had just put my faith in Christ, contemplating what it meant to serve Him, and
follow Him… Young people, all ages, are you reading books about great heroes of the faith?
That’s an excellent way to come to understand what it means to believe in Jesus!
Jesus asks of you and me the same absolute subjection to Himself that He was willing to give to
the Father… He walks His talk…!
Philippians 2: Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, [6] who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, [7]

but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. [8]
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. [9] Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him
the name that is above every name, [10] so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Humility and obedience led to glory, but it came through death…!
And then Jesus says: 27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from
this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.”
This is reminiscent of His prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane – as Jesus agonizes over the
enormity of what it means to be “glorifed” through the obedience of the humility of death. He
submits to the will of the Father, just as we must submit – believing in Him and receiving Him
and trusting that only in Christ can we be saved and fulfill His purposes for us…
Humility and obedience is the way Jesus was glorified,
and that is the way that He will be glorified in us…
Jesus gives us a powerful model to follow – when we are troubled, we should pray to God, even
as Jesus prayed: “Father, glorify your name.”
AW.Pink said “Prayer is not so much an act as it is an attitude, an attitude of dependency upon
God. Real prayer is communion with God so there will be common thoughts between His mind
and ours. We need Him to fill our hearts with His thoughts, so His desires become our desires.”
John Calvin prayed, “Let our chief goal, O God, be your glory.”
Jesus takes His focus off the agony and puts it on the ecstasy (as in Heb 12:2). What is the
“purpose” for this hour? It is “Father, glorify your name.”
We see here a great glimpse of the unity of the Trinity, three distinct persons of the holy Trinity
who are each fully God, co-equal in eternal nature and power and purpose, and who act in
perfect and complete harmony and concert to work the redemption of God’s people… Listen to
this!
But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came
from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that stood there
and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”
The disciples understood the voice. There are only two other places in the Gospels where the
Father speaks directly from Heaven about Jesus: The baptism of Jesus, in Matt 3:17 where He
said “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”… and again at the Transfiguration,
in Matt 17:5 where He said “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Listen to
Him”… Will you and I too seek to see Jesus? Will you listen to Him?
verse 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine.
Jesus prays. God answers, immediately. His breath breaks through the material natural realm in a
supernatural way to confirm the eternally existing co-relationship of the Father, Son, and Spirit.
Jesus reminds us that the voice of God, the Spirit, the Breath, the Words of God, is the only God-

ordained means by which we come to know Him, to follow Him, to serve Him, to lose our lives
for Jesus sake.
Read this Book! He gave us God’s Word, with the Spirit’s power, to be our teacher and constant
companion and encourager… Read this Book!
Jesus continues: 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be
cast out.
As the Tempter and Accuser, Satan rules over slavery to sin and the fear of death, which is the
wages of sin. And Jesus declares that now in His glorification, all of that will be overthrown.
Satan is now a conquered foe! Satan will be down and out, Jesus will be up and in! How?
He tells us in verse 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to
myself.” 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die.
Do we see it now?!? Have we been thinking of glorification as a “lifting up” or exaltation as of a
King…? Jesus explains that it will come through the humble obedience of His death and
resurrection… Listen to Hebrews 2:14 “that through death Jesus might destroy the one who
has the power of death, that is the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery.” In Christ, we are set free!
People have been enslaved to sin and death since the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3 – where the
Messiah was prophesied, and now He has come and now it is time to be glorified – through the
death, crucifixion, resurrection of Jesus, which will destroy the enemy.
1 Cor 15:24-26 says “Then comes the end, when Jesus delivers the kingdom to God the Father
after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For He must reign until He has put
all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”
That final end will come when Jesus comes yet again, in the final consummation of all things
and our resurrection to life eternal. His being “lifted up” in death on the cross on Good Friday
was to begin the great climax of history…
verse 34 So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains
forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?”
Now, this is a very good question! The people knew the Old Testament passages such as Daniel
7 that we read earlier, and Daniel 2:44, Isaiah 9:7, Psalm 72:17, 89:28,29; 110:4 and more – that
say the Messiah would live forever, in a kingdom without end! So how could Jesus be talking
about lifting up – crucifying – the promised Messiah ?
They wanted Him to be the King on the throne, not the cross! And they were forgetting all the
other prophecies about the suffering servant:
“he was crushed for our iniquities…and with his stripes we are healed. It was the will of the
Lord to crush him, he has put him to grief, when his soul makes an offering for sin” (Isaiah
53)…
because Christ was meant to be the Passover lamb, the sacrifice for our sins (1 Cor 5:7).
So the “lifting up” of Jesus means His death on the cross – which means life for all who will
believe in Him. Remember in John 3:14 Jesus said “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have

eternal life.”
In John 8:28 Jesus said to them “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, you will know that I
am He” – the Son of God, the Messiah…
So Jesus the SON OF GOD is presented as the SON OF DAVID and the SON OF MAN – and
now Jesus presents the “SONS OF LIGHT”…
verse 35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you
have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know
where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of
light.”
When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had
done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him,
Oh, these are hard words. What a warning to us! Remember what Pastor Terry said last
week about interpreting the Bible with your own meaning, instead of the meaning of the
Author ? It’s the same way here – people preferred to believe their own interpretation of
Jesus, rather than what He said! Like that great quote by Irving Kristol: “to those who
lack the will to see, nothing is so mysterious as the obvious”
Have you and I been doing that too? Have we missed what Jesus said and did? Have
we come to Jesus with our own agenda about Him? Have we been like the crowds on
Palm Sunday “lifting Him up” as their idea of a king – expecting from Jesus what we
want to get, instead of what He wants to give? Have we been like the crowds and the
religious leaders – rejecting His work on the cross, by hearing God’s Word, maybe for
days or years, without truly hearing and believing and receiving what He says?
John 12:36 echoes John 1:9-13 “The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his
own, but his own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, He gave the right
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood, not of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.”
The “sons of light” believe in Jesus, the Son of God, the Son of David, the Son of Man…
and they become “children of God”… who lift up the Light of the World as they believe
Him and receive Him.
Let’s lift up Jesus, as God glorified Him ! for who He is and what He does – Will you
believe in Him?
Will you repent of all your wrong ideas, and come to Him in faith, for forgiveness and life
that comes only in union with Him ? – as sons of light, who believe in the light, who is
Christ, the Son of God !
Please join me in prayer. Heavenly Father, we thank you in the name of Jesus for the testimony
of Your Son who came to give us life, and who was willing to be lifted up on the cross in humble
obedience and pay the price for our sins. We pray that each person here today would be drawn to
the Lord Jesus Christ, lifted up as the Savior of the world… and that each one would truly
believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, receiving His eternal life and forgiveness of sins
through repentance and faith, turning away from human pride and objections, and turning away
from the kingdom of darkness and turning to Jesus as the Light of the world, to accept what
Jesus says about Himself – and Lord, shine Your light through us, at home, at play, at school, at
work, as we lift up Jesus to all those around us. Father, glorify Yourself in us, we pray, for
Christ’s sake, Amen!

COMMUNION
As the praise team comes, we invite you now to join us in observance of Holy
Communion, the Lord’s Supper. Later in the week after Palm Sunday, Jesus observed
the Passover Feast with His disciples, where He continued His teaching about His
impending death of atonement on the cross – and which the Christian church observes
as Communion.
The Lord’s Supper has a PAST reference to Christ’s death, as the Lamb of God whose
life paid for our sins… It has a PRESENT reference to the believer’s union with Him in
the Body of Christ by grace through faith… And it has a FUTURE reference in that it is a
pledge of His future return and our eternal existence with Him…
Observing Communion together encourages us in our daily walk as individuals and as
families and as a church family in union with Christ as together we proclaim the life and
death of the Lord until He comes
Everyone who professes faith in Christ alone for salvation is welcome to celebrate Communion
with us, as Scripture says “Whoever therefore eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in
an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person
examine himself then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
We ask parents of children to determine whether your believing child participates.
The Elders will pass the trays, and please take one of each element and then wait until all have
been served, and after the Elder prays, then I will lead us as we will all eat and drink together…
Please join us now in worship as the Elders serve the Bread…
THE BREAD – Elder’s prayer…
(microphone)
The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,
and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is
my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Please join us now in worship as the Elders serve the Cup…
THE CUP – Elder’s prayer…
(microphone)
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death
until he comes. (1 cor 11)
Please join us now in worship as we sing “How Deep The Fathers Love”
We thank you for worshiping with us today,
We pray that YOU know, with all your heart, that the lifting up of Jesus paid your ransom, for
your sins!
and invite you to stay for the very informative Bible class at 10:30 on America’s Christian
Heritage…
MAUNDY THURSDAY

We invite you to join us this Thursday at 7 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church
for the Community Maundy Thursday service
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
And we invite you to join us this Friday at 7 PM here at
Riverside Church, for the Community Good Friday service
BENEDICTION
and now, receive the Benediction
Now may the God of peace who brought back again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the
blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good
that you may do His will, working in us that which is pleasing
in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever
and ever. (Heb 13)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen! Go in God’s peace!
PALM SUNDAY - 4.10
DEATH OF DEATH = good friday - 4.17
LIFE OF LIFE = easter - 4.24
FORGETTING = back to philippians 3:12 etc - 4.31.may 1 = natl day of prayer
so

16 February 2014 – Riverside Church – Rev. Grant Mangold
"PRESS ON" – Phil 3:12-16 – straining toward the goal for the prize
RECORD – We're in Philippians 3:12 today and as you're turning there, a question = have you
been catching any of the highlights of the Olympic Winter Games ? Some remarkable
achievements in 2014 !!!
- what are some that come to mind...? = feedback = 1st +100 pts skater 3 canadian ski-sisters...
youngest...oldest...hockey... others ???
Those of us watching these incredible athletes from easy chairs easily lose sight of what it takes
to break Olympic & world records, don't we... it's seems so easy for them, we come to expect
their success...
So, HOW do they do it ? Actually the Apostle Paul explains a driving principle right here in Phil
3 -in v13 he says one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let
those of us who are mature think this way...
of course he was talking about an eternal prize - not Olympic gold or world records... and while
this passage encourages me when I'm on my daily treadmill routine, to improve and maintain my
personal health and well-being - or any aspect of life = to press on in your marriage,
or job or school or personal relationships...there's something far more important at stake that lies
at the heart of ALL of our goals!
It's part of Paul's personal testimony of Christ that he shares in Phil 3 - that he works hard to
work OUT the salvation that God works IN him
= and NOW HERE in Philippians 3:12 the Apostle makes it clear =
12 - Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect,

"perfect" here means complete = that's still to come in the future... but today, here & now in this
life we're still works in progress... and his readers are paying very close attention to these words,
because if all this is true of the great apostle Paul, then how much more true of us it truly is =
that we have yet a long long way to go, as we're moving toward the promise of perfect
completion in our future = but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me
his own.
so 3:12 is an echo of 2:12 "work out your own salvation becuz it is God who works in you both
to will & to work for His good purpose
Paul has told us God gives you both the want to and the how to = for the promise of Phil 1:6 that
we like Paul must take to heart = that God who began the good work of salvation within us will
most assuredly bring it to completion - and so that for us like Paul in Phil 1:21
for me to live is Christ and to die is gain - and for us like Paul in Phil 3:7 whatever religious
activity and accomplishment we counted as gain before we knew Christ we now count as loss for
the surpassing worth of simply knowing Christ - as in this life we share in His sufferings - as we
look forward to the completion of our salvation in our own resurrection = that's when we'll be
truly perfect and complete
that's tomorrow - but TODAY, we are still works in progress...
and he goes on to tell us HOW to work it all out = 13 -Brothers, I do not consider that I have
made it my own. But one thing I do:
ONE THING... can you hear the olympic coaches as they train their athletes, and if you are a
competitor you are repeating this in your minds - 1 principle that applies to everyone of us = 1
thing...1 thing...
and to focus on that 1 goal, Paul says: forgetting what lies behind =
you see, we're running a marathon, a long-distance endurance run, which is not just a muscle
game but a mind game... not so much about advanced techniques as simply keeping on keeping
on... reach the goal
so you are like an athlete who as they're running is tempted to think about your past - either the
mistakes you've already made OR the accomplishments you've already achieved - either can trip
you up and make you think maybe you've done all you're going to or have to...
no, Paul says, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, = keep
working hard - "straining" emphasizes the effort required... be driven by that one thing... v 14 - I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus
can you feel the runner's rythym here in Pauls words in v12-14... ?!!?
press on... toward the goal... for the prize... the upward call of God... in Christ Jesus... get that
rythym in your mind too = press on... one thing ...Jesus... forgetting what's behind... one thing...
straining forward to what's ahead... one thing... press on... toward the goal... press on... for the
prize... press on... for the upward call of God... in Christ Jesus...
you can't simultaneously look back and forward at the same time...
how many times have you seen it happen - the runner in the lead turns his head to see where his
competitors are and in that split second loses his lead... it's a distraction... keep your eyes on the
prize... the goal...

press on toward the goal = don't get distracted - if you're an Olympian, the whole experience is
about your event and reaching your goal - it's not the years of training, it's not the party
atmosphere of the Olympic village, it's not the acclaim you receive at home or abroad, that's all
peripheral... none of that will matter if you fail to reach your goal !
so there's one thing you must focus on = it's all about one thing = your goal... so you press on
for the prize when you reach the goal...
now you can apply principle this to every aspect of your life... your personal life... your
marriage... your job... school...health... your relationships... as well as with your Christian walk
with the Lord... =
to forget the past and keep pressing on toward the goal for the prize
but for the Christian the prize is not a medal, not a ceremony, not fleeting fame - but something
that lasts forever... the upward call of God in Christ Jesus = the PRIZE = Jesus Himself... to be
in Him & with Him - in perfection = never-ending eternal glory with Christ
the race of this life moves us toward the goal and the goal is beyond this life = we have been
called into active service to live our lives for a higher goal and a higher calling - to KNOW
Christ Himself, the apostle says... and God who called us will complete this good work...
so just as an athlete has to focus on the one thing, their goal, and every other activity of life must
remain in the back of their minds, this one thing must stay in the front of your mind to propel
you as you are straining forward and pressing on toward the goal and the prize...
and Paul affirms this in v15 - Let those of us who are mature think this way, = "mature" is an
echo of "perfect" in v12 and "complete"... so Paul comes right out & says, look, you've got a
long way yet to go...
it's OBVIOUS - if you're still here, you haven't yet reached the goal !
2 things here... we get tired of the struggle against sin & self... between the flesh & the spirit... &
so we're tempted = especially those who've walked with the Lord for many years... tempted to
confuse longevity w. maturity... tempted to confuse old age w. maturity & completion
?? are U long in spiritual years but short on sp maturity? comfortable w. where U're at & what
CU're doing... but obvious to everyone else that U're not yet perfect, not yet sinless, not yet
complete - becuz that's what U get when U reach the goal...& it won't happen sitting in th pew
throughout Christian history there have been those false teachers who tell Christians untruths,
and you need to be reading your Bibles so you can spot the wolves in sheeps clothing... and this
is one of those issues - no Christian can become "perfect" or complete or sinless in this life
but U can know U are saved, because of what Christ has done for you, and so that all you do in
this life is a result of and reflection of what He has done for us & is doing IN us in order to bring
us to completion
so now, today, no matter how many years you've walked with the Lord, no matter how many
miles on your odometer, YOU have a long way to go... YOU have a lot left to do for the Lord,
today and tomorrow... and Paul says in v 15 and if in anything you think otherwise, God will
reveal that also to you. = if you truly are mature in Christ, you'll know you're not yet mature
AND that you can't stay where you're at ... God will reveal that in any number of ways = in your
personal life...
in your marriage...at your job or school... in your health challenges...
in your relationships... and especially in your walk with the Lord...

so how about it... are you resting on your laurels of the past, or are you straining forward...
pressing on toward the goal... that's the whole point of why we're talking about reading our
Bibles every day, not just devotions but reading through the entire Bible in a year... doing 1:1
discipleship studies... & that's why we're encouraging one another to write out your personal
testimony with the worksheet in your mailbox and at the entry... that's why we're encouraging
you to work on your spiritual health plan, the yellow sheet at the back of the annual report... help
at Awana or FCA or VBS or some other service for the Lord = witnessing to one another = & if
you haven't yet done these practical elementary things then U've still got to do them = keep on
keeping on
all this becomes part of your testimony of trusting in Christ TODAY !
= the "gospel of the present" not just the past or the future...
just like Paul's testimony here in Phil 3 covers 3 important things - how he came to see that
before He trusted Christ, all of his religious efforts actually counted against him... how he came
to trust only and completely in Christ alone... & he shows us how all this propels his life forward
today - and that's what our testimony must also do - show others how to trust in Christ, and why
it matters, that He does change our lives TODAY -& that gives us hope for tomorrow...
and Paul appeals here to his apostolic authority... he says look, as an apostle, I am speaking the
words of God to you - so you should be in agreement with what I'm saying - and because these
words are God's words I know that if you are truly his child and listen to Him then He will bring
you in line with His thinking in due time - thats' part of the "unity of the mind of Christ" in Phil
ch 1,2,3...
and then he says in v 16 - Only let us hold true to what we have attained. = that's encouraging
again... as you're pressing on toward the goal, don't lose any ground... hold true to what you've
already attained - so he's affirming that yes, you've already come a long way - don't lose any of
what you've learned & attained in your walk with the Lord - but keep on keeping on... pressing
on toward the goal...
look at the cover of your bulletin today... the picture of the prize, the victor's cup for which the
runner must press on toward the goal... we read in our call to worship from Heb 12 the same
principle = as Jesus
ran with endurance...for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame... and gained the victory for us = & then realize the cup for Christ was the new covenant
in His blood... and so as we prepare our hearts for communion let us pray & commit ourselves to
the Lord to keep on pressing on by His power within us... LET US PRAY

CALL TO WORSHIP - Heb 12
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so
that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin
you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. Therefore lift
your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees and make straight
paths for your feet...and be healed... strive for peace with everyone...see to it

that no one fails to obtain the grace of God... and let us offer to God acceptable
worship, with reverence and awe... for our God is a consuming fire..

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
WORSHIP SONGS & mission offering
PRAYER
BIBLE MESSAGE
COMMUNION
BENEDICTION - Heb 13
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good
that you may do his will,working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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LOSS VS. GAIN = redux
Repitition. Does it seem redundant? Superfluous? Verbose? Unnecessary? It's a tool of a master teacher.
Used by Jesus, and by Paul. In Philippians 3:1 he says "Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To
write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you."
We need to be reminded to "rejoice in the Lord" because we get bogged down in our circumstances. But
Paul was also warning his readers about religious zealots who perverted the grace of God into legalistic
rituals. He did this many times in his letters, as he shared his personal testimony how Jesus saved him
from sin and self, including self-righteousness.
Religious people of his day and ours put unwarranted confidence in their works-righteousness. But Paul
shows how to be reconciled by grace through faith, pointing in verse 3 to those "who worship by the
Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh." (Notice here, by the way,
the Trinity, Father, Son, Spirit).
Many in his day trusted rituals. Paul turns the tables on those who demanded that Gentile believers in
Christ must also be required to follow Jewish traditions of the Old Covenant. Rather, Christians are
children of the promised New Covenant. Ezekiel 36 and Jeremiah 31 and elsewhere promise that God
would transform His people from hearts of stone to hearts of flesh. True faith is inward and spiritual, not
an outward show of works-righteousness in the flesh.
Jesus, the personal fulfillment of all promises of Scripture (2 Cor 1:20), said true worship is of the "Spirit
and truth" (John 4). Paul demonstrates many times (Romans, Galatians, etc) how true children of
Abraham are those, by grace through faith, "born again" by putting their trust in Jesus, the promised Son
of God. Our confidence for salvation is not anything we can do, but only in what Jesus has done for us.
2 Corinthians 5:17 declares: "From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh...
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new
has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself"
Apart from Christ, we've got it all upside down. What we think is gain is loss! Getting right with God is
NOT by keeping rituals of the flesh, but by receiving Jesus Christ. It's all of the Spirit, not the flesh.
Verses 9-10-11 spell it out, showing the past, present, and future of salvation. Verse 9 describes salvation
past-tense, our "justification" by being "in Christ." Paul explains "being found in Him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the Law, but that which comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God that depends on faith." The moment we receive Christ as Lord and
Savior, we are made right with God, "justified," because He credits Christ's righteousness to us.
Verse 10 describes "Christ in you," salvation present-tense, our "sanctification" as we are being made
holy. Paul explains, "that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and may share in His
sufferings, becoming like Him in His death." That's why he tells us to rejoice in the Lord. Because the
trials that surely come to those who trust and obey Jesus are simply part of preparing us to live in heaven.
Verse 11 describes salvation future-tense, our "glorification" -- like this: "that by any means possible I
may attain the resurrection from the dead." Paul means, whatever we must go through in this life is
worth it. Because just as Christ rose from the dead to give us new life in Him, we will one day be raised to
be forever WITH Him in glory.
You're saved by trusting in Christ's work instead of your own work. Once saved, your life is all about
"working out" what God is "working in" you. And that's the "good work" that Paul says in Philippians
1:6 that God has BEGUN in you and will most assuredly COMPLETE for you.
Rejoice in that Good News today - and repeat it to everyone around you!
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LOSS VS. GAIN
How are you at keeping score? Many people have a vague idea that God tracks their deeds. They're
counting on the few good outweighing the many bad on Judgment Day. But in Philippians chapter 3, the
Apostle Paul pretty much demolishes such erroneous wishful thinking.
Verse 7 spells it out. "Whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ." Why this change
of heart and mind? Before Paul came to know Christ as Lord and Savior, he was the consummate
religious person. "If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more." No
brag. Just fact.
The Apostle Paul was one of the most well-educated men of his day. Many scholars label him the premier
thinker of the 1st century AD. No one rivaled him until St Augustine in the 5th century. But Paul was more
than an intellectual giant. When it came to religion, His Jewish pedigree was impeccable.
He's writing to Philippi, a Roman colony which worshiped multiple gods and idols. They were devoted to a
politically-correct plethora of deities, calculated to better their lot in life by pleasing people in authority,
and appeasing appropriate gods or goddesses. They denied the one true creator God of the Bible.
Jews looked down on such uncircumcised "Gentile dogs." Paul's religious resume included a proud
family heritage with Jewish ancestry and Roman citizenship, plus envious training as a top student of the
top professor Gamaliel. As to personal righteousness, Paul had relished his persnickety devotion as a
perfectionist Law-keeping Pharisee, and his unrivaled zeal as a persecutor of the sect of Jesus followers.
To a 1st-century Jewish religious mind, Paul had it all.
But God was not impressed. Ironically, all the works-righteousness amassed by Paul only made him the
"chief of sinners" (1 Tim 1:15). Amazingly, his sins had been paid for by the blood of Christ. When Paul
met Him on the road to Damascus (Acts 9,22,26), the risen Lord opened his blind eyes. Paul abandoned
all hope in fleshly religious fervor, and put his trust completely in Jesus Christ.
Verse 8 explains, "Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord." When it's all added up, God's heavenly accounting system surpasses fleshly
works-righteousness. No one could be more "self-righteous" than Paul, but "For Christ's sake, I have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ."
Paul's personal testimony proclaims religious rituals a rubbish, because they cannot reconcile you to a
perfectly holy God. That's why God sent His one and only Son, Jesus, to live a perfect life and die a
perfect death -- to pay the penalty for sins. That's something you cannot do, only receive.
Verse 9 explains, "and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
Law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith." Self-righteousness is non-existent compared to the perfect righteousness of the holy Son of God.
And in God's amazing grace, He offers to exchange your rubbish for Christ's rightousness. That's the
good news of the Gospel, received by faith, not by works.
Re-do the math, Paul says. Everything you would humanly put in your "gain" column really goes in the
"loss" column. The only real gain is something you cannot do, but only receive, as God's gift of grace.
You'll never earn it, never deserve it, never be good enough to measure up to God's perfection. So God
invites you to simply humble yourself at the foot of the cross, and receive His grace in Christ. Whether
you've seen that before, you can receive it now. Simply renounce your own works-righteousness once
and for all, and put your complete trust in the only Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
His loss is your gain, as His gift to you as a repentant sinner. Receive His grace today!

v 11 - that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. = the great hope
and promise of the Christian - as Christ is risen from the dead to give us new life in Him, what is
impossible for mere mortals is God's mighty Holy Spirit power by which we WILL be raised
with Christ and one day dwell with Him forever & ever...!
that I may know Him (Christ) and the power of His resurrection, and may share His
sufferings, becoming like Him in his death,

v 9 - and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith
religious rituals are rubbish = they cannot achieve righteousness = they cannot reconcile you to
God = they cannot atone for your sins !
this is PAUL'S PERSONAL TESTIMONY of faith in Christ =
THIS IS THE GOSPEL = saved by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone,
according to Scripture alone, and to the glory of God alone... saved not by your works, but by
the work of Christ... !!!
re-do the math ! everything you put in your gain column really goes in the loss colunn = it's all
rubbish !... the only GAIN is something you cannot do - you can only receive righteousness as a
gift of grace, undeserved, not by your merit, you could never be good enough, so humble
yourself at the foot of the cross and receive what only Christ can do for you... if you've never
before seen that then see it today, and renounce your works righteousness once & for all and trust
in Christ !
when you trust in Christ, God credits to you the very righteousness of Christ Himself, the perfect
son of God, who not only paid for your sins on the cross but who imputes to you His very own
righteousness, to reconcile you to God = not only pays your debt BUT credits your account w th
righteousness from God that depends on faith in Christ
= this is the Gospel - the good news - and here in v9-10-11 we see the full expression of
salvation - past, present, future - v 9 is justification = being found in Christ with His
righteousness = that's how you're saved = by trusting in Christ's work instead of your own
works...!
and verse 10 is how you're "being saved" = sanctification = v 10—that I may know Him
(Christ) and the power of His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him
in his death,
sanctification = progressively becoming more and more like Christ, conformed to His image,
through the obedience of faith = the Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God
become like the Son of God = that's the whole point of our earthly existence in Christ = to
KNOW HIM... to experience His salvation from sin & self... and to experience His new life
overflowing through yours = your testimony !

it's the power of His resurrection that gives you new life in Christ... the Holy Spirit's power
which sustains us as we endure sufferings, as we die to ourselves and die to sin and become alive
to God in Christ...
salvation = justification in Christ (past) + sanctification in Christ (present) + glorification in
Christ (future) in eternity to come...
that's the salvation we WORK OUT as God WORKS IN us thru the Holy Spirit... not worksrighteousness to be saved, but rather the fruit of the Spirit as your roots grow deep into Christ
becuz you are saved
!!! KNOWING CHRIST because you are justified in Christ and sanctified in Christ and
glorified in Christ...
v 11 - that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. = the great
hope and promise of the Christian - as Christ is risen from the dead to give us new life in Him,
what is impossible for mere mortals is God's mighty Holy Spirit power by which we WILL be
raised with Christ and one day dwell with Him forever & ever...!

Verse 8 explains, "Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord." When it's all added up, God's heavenly accounting system surpasses fleshly
works-righteousness. No one could be more "self-righteous" than Paul, but "For Christ's sake, I have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ."

chapter 3 - verses 3 AND 10-11 etc
justification... sanctification... glorification...
mercy... grace... etc
2 cor 5:17 etc

THIS IS THE GOSPEL = saved by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone,
according to Scripture alone, and to the glory of God alone... saved not by your works, but by
the work of Christ... !!!
re-do the math ! everything you put in your gain column really goes in the loss colunn = it's all
rubbish !... the only GAIN is something you cannot do - you can only receive righteousness as a
gift of grace, undeserved, not by your merit, you could never be good enough, so humble
yourself at the foot of the cross and receive what only Christ can do for you... if you've never
before seen that then see it today, and renounce your works righteousness once & for all and trust
in Christ !
when you trust in Christ, God credits to you the very righteousness of Christ Himself, the perfect
son of God, who not only paid for your sins on the cross but who imputes to you His very own
righteousness, to reconcile you to God = not only pays your debt BUT credits your account w th
righteousness from God that depends on faith in Christ

= this is the Gospel - the good news - and here in v9-10-11 we see the full expression of
salvation - past, present, future - v 9 is justification = being found in Christ with His
righteousness = that's how you're saved = by trusting in Christ's work instead of your own
works...!
and verse 10 is how you're "being saved" = sanctification = v 10—that I may know Him

v 3 - For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus
and put no confidence in the flesh
loaded verse= lot packed in here / BTW Trinity = God-Spirit-Christ

9 February 2014 – Riverside Church – Rev. Grant Mangold
Loss VS gain – Phil 3:1-11 – surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Phil 3 = we have "loss vs gain = th surpassing worth of knowing Christ
v 1 - Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to
me and is safe for you.
Repetition is a tool of a master teacher... Jesus did it, and Paul does it here too... many themes in
Scripture are repeated over and over... the apostle Peter said in 2 Peter 1:12 "Therefore I
intend always to remind you of these things, though you know them" - so when your pastor seems
to repeat something, or when you encounter repetition in Scripture = that doesn't mean you can
snooze & skip it, rather it means you'd better pay even closer attention to it...!
v 2 - Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the
flesh.
wow, strong language! Paul is placing great emphasis on this! The issue was common in many of
the early churches - as some people thought the Gentiles who trusted Christ should ALSO obey
the OT ceremonial laws just like godly Jews sought to do... they were called "Judaizers"... after
all, it isn't fair that Jews should have to jump thru all those hoops but the Gentiles wouldn't have
to... read about it in Acts 15 & Rom 2 & all of Galatians... there and here, Paul says NO !
Jews would call Gentiles "dogs" as a term of derision, becuz dogs were not housepets but trashy
tramp scavengers - like them Gentiles were ritually unclean... Paul turns the tables and calls
Judaizers "dogs"... they prided themselves on good works but Paul calls them "evildoers" who
mutilate the flesh - play on words with circumcision
v 3 - For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus
and put no confidence in the flesh
loaded verse= lot packed in here / BTW Trinity = God-Spirit-Christ
WE are the circumcision = Christians are children of the new covenant, not the old covenant. so
much so that Christians are the TRUE circumcision, in fulfillment of promises of Ezekiel &
Jeremiah = God would transform His people from hearts of stone to hearts of flesh... and He

Himself would circumcise their hearts... showing that true faith is inward, not an outward show
of works-righteousness...
who worship by the Spirit of God = Jesus said in John 4 that true worship is of the Spirit, not the
flesh... Paul in ch 1-2 reminded the Philippians to stand firm in their participation in the one Holy
Spirit... who works in them as they work out their salvation by His power...
and put no confidence in the flesh = Calvin said that's everything outside of Christ Himself... so
it's not the outward show of religion that saves us, but the inward work being made new
creations in Christ by the power of the H.S. = w/ new hearts, as we walk by the Spirit rather than
yielding to the desires of the flesh, the world and the devil...
Christians are children of promise, true children of Abraham by faith. Paul explains this many
times, in Romans, Galatians, all thru the NT =
2 Cor 5:17 = From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh... Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself"
apart from Christ, we've got it all upside down - what we think is gain is loss ! getting right with
God is NOT by keeping rituals of the flesh, but by receiving Jesus Christ ! it's of the Spirit, not
the flesh... Paul =
v 4—though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he
has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as
to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
powerful words - Paul says if this a watermelon seed spitting contest, I got cha! I have more
fleshly credentials than any of you ! he ticks off his religious resume = his heritage, his training =
star student of the top professor Gamaliel, Paul was from Tarsus, a Roman city, and he not only
spoke Greek & Hebrew, he was so Jewish he spoke Aramaic , personal righteousness =
belonging to the strictest group of Jews, more zealous than the rest - he held the cloaks of those
who stoned Stephen 1st Christian martyr, then he rounded up & imprisoned the believers in
Christ = accomplishments that to a religious mind trumped everybody else... but... God was not
impressed... irony of ironies, all the works-righteousness that Paul amassed only made him the
"chief of sinners"... amazing way that God reckons th truth of it all
v7- But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
all that religiosity, fleshly spirituality, work-righteousness, out-doing everyone else in religious
zeal & accomplishment = that was GAIN to a works-righteousness person... but not to God... not
to Christ...
everything YOU add in your credits column, God counts as loss... so does Paul - adding up his
pedigree, prestige, power, personal pursuit of righteousness - then realizing it for what it truly is LOSS not gain =
v 8 - Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. = when it's all written down and computed, Paul sees that there's a heavenly
accounting system that surpasses fleshly works righteousness = "surpassing worth"
v 8 -For CHRIST's sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ
v 9 - and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith

religious rituals are rubbish = they cannot achieve righteousness = they cannot reconcile you to
God = they cannot atone for your sins !
this is PAUL'S PERSONAL TESTIMONY of faith in Christ =
THIS IS THE GOSPEL = saved by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone,
according to Scripture alone, and to the glory of God alone... saved not by your works, but by
the work of Christ... !!!
re-do the math ! everything you put in your gain column really goes in the loss colunn = it's all
rubbish !... the only GAIN is something you cannot do - you can only receive righteousness as a
gift of grace, undeserved, not by your merit, you could never be good enough, so humble
yourself at the foot of the cross and receive what only Christ can do for you... if you've never
before seen that then see it today, and renounce your works righteousness once & for all and trust
in Christ !
when you trust in Christ, God credits to you the very righteousness of Christ Himself, the perfect
son of God, who not only paid for your sins on the cross but who imputes to you His very own
righteousness, to reconcile you to God = not only pays your debt BUT credits your account w th
righteousness from God that depends on faith in Christ
= this is the Gospel - the good news - and here in v9-10-11 we see the full expression of
salvation - past, present, future - v 9 is justification = being found in Christ with His
righteousness = that's how you're saved = by trusting in Christ's work instead of your own
works...!
and verse 10 is how you're "being saved" = sanctification = v 10—that I may know Him
(Christ) and the power of His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him
in his death,
sanctification = progressively becoming more and more like Christ, conformed to His image,
through the obedience of faith = the Spirit of God works the Word of God so the people of God
become like the Son of God = that's the whole point of our earthly existence in Christ = to
KNOW HIM... to experience His salvation from sin & self... and to experience His new life
overflowing through yours = your testimony !
it's the power of His resurrection that gives you new life in Christ... the Holy Spirit's power
which sustains us as we endure sufferings, as we die to ourselves and die to sin and become alive
to God in Christ...
salvation = justification in Christ (past) + sanctification in Christ (present) + glorification in
Christ (future) in eternity to come...
that's the salvation we WORK OUT as God WORKS IN us thru the Holy Spirit... not worksrighteousness to be saved, but rather the fruit of the Spirit as your roots grow deep into Christ
becuz you are saved
!!! KNOWING CHRIST because you are justified in Christ and sanctified in Christ and
glorified in Christ...
v 11 - that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. = the great
hope and promise of the Christian - as Christ is risen from the dead to give us new life in Him,
what is impossible for mere mortals is God's mighty Holy Spirit power by which we WILL be
raised with Christ and one day dwell with Him forever & ever...!

Amen ! Wow! that's a lot of truth packed into these 11 verses... AND
one of the best ways there is = to better understand all these truths in your own life, if you have
believed and received Christ as Lord & Savior - is to write out your own personal testimony just like Paul did in this passage today - describing his life before Christ, how He came to trust in
Jesus Christ, and how Jesus has changed his life...
that's why in your mailbox today is this handout = "your 2 minute testimony in just 20 minutes" =
a helpful practical tool to help you learn to communicate YOUR personal testimony of faith in
Christ...
it begins with scriptures to remind you what salvation is, how we come to Christ, believing and
receiving Him as we are born again to new life in Him... so if you want to better understand this
passage today in your own life, go through this worksheet this week - write out your personal
testimony and learn to say it 2 minutes, 1 minute, and 30-seconds, becuz that's often all the time
you have to say something to someone the Lord has brought across your path... once you know
your basics you can tailor what you say to fit the circumstances - always being ready to give an
answer...
best to meet with a friend and do this together to help & encourage one another... your Peru
mission team - Steve & Bill & me = already working on this together... and our ELDERS are
going to be using this worksheet too
as our leaders model what discipleship looks like = to KNOW Christ, not just know about Him...
but to know and experience His life over-flowing through ours... as we become like Him as we
intentionally know Him through Bible study and through showing & telling others about Him,
which is the God's purpose for the church - all of you who have personally believed and received
Jesus Christ as Lord & Savior...
that's REAL LIFE in Christ - and I invite you to commit yourself to Him and to KNOW HIM
now as we look to the Lord in prayer...
PRAYER
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SHINING LIGHT
The Apostle Paul's encouraging letter to the Philippian church contains inspiring jewels of thought,
designed to give his readers incentive to "keep on keeping on" as they live their lives for the Lord.
Because God has begun His good work in their lives and promised to complete it (Philippians 1:6), they
can work out what He works in them (Philippians 2:12-13). Now in 2:15 he encourages them to live as
"children of God, without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom
you shine as lights in the world."
"Children of God" are those who have been born again by believing in Jesus as Savior and Lord, having
been adopted into God's family, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to live their new lives for the Lord.
The Apostle echoes the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the world...let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven." God's light shows us the way through the dark and twisted world in which we live. But it's not
"our" own light that shines. It's the light of Jesus THROUGH us! Paul continues his sentence in
Philippians 2:16, "you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the Word of life."
How? In John 8:12 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” Jesus is the light. He illuminates our way. And we shine His
light to all around us, as we walk in His light. Read John 1:1-13. It says, "In the beginning was the
Word... in Him was life, and the life was the light of men." The living Word (Jesus) gives you life and
light. You are "born again" as His child, by putting your trust in Him. And then as you live for Him, then His
life and His light then shines through you.
How? 2:16 "children of God...as lights in the world, holding fast the Word of life." As you read and
understand and live out the Word of God, it changes your thinking and your living. God's light of truth
dispels the darkness of sin and the lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil. God's light shines light and
life into your life. And He shines His light through you, as you live out His Word of truth.
Really? Yes! Paul again holds himself out as an example of this transforming grace of God. Not only
himself, but also his faithful companions Timothy and Epaphroditus, both well-known to the Philippians.
Paul is so sure of God's promise to complete the good work He has begun in changing lives, that he tells
them he is willing for his own life to be "poured out" as a sacrificial offering.
And he reminds them of Timothy, who is "genuinely concerned for your welfare" (2:19). He's an
example of someone with the "mind of Christ" who does not seek His own interests, but rather those of
the Lord Jesus. He's a living example of what Paul wrote in chapter 2:3-5.
Likewise, Paul points to Epaphroditus. He delivered the gift from the Philippians, and he has just
delivered the Philippian letter, as Paul sends him back to minister to them. Paul calls him "my brother
and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister" (2:25-30)
Paul and Timothy and Epaphroditus are willing to serve as examples, role models, sacrificing their lives
for the Lord. The Philippians personally know how each one shone as lights in a dark world. In the same
way, they encourage YOU to likewise trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, so that His light shines through you.
You also are probably thinking now of people that God has placed as shining lights in your life, to
encourage you to follow Him in the same way -- with the light of Jesus shining through you.
So how about it? Whose light are you shining ?
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NO GRUMBLING
Ever had to be around a complainer, a grumbler? Maybe you're married to one. Maybe you are one.
Maybe your kids complain. One of the best tools we ever used with our kids was this: "So you don't want
to eat that or do thus or so? That's ok, because you don't have to WANT to, you just HAVE to."
Remember the Apostle reminded us in verse 1:6 that in the PAST God has begun a good work in you,
and in the FUTURE He will bring it to completion. And at the PRESENT, verse 2:13, God pursues His
purpose with great passion and vigor -- working IN you, as you work it OUT.
So in humility, you submit to God's greater plan and purpose for your life. You "work out" what God is
"working in" you. Because God began it and promises to bring it to completion. So trust Him, and live by
His power.
Now in verses 14-16 he spells out what this attitude will look like. "Do all things without grumbling or
disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God."
Paul has said a lot of good things about the Philippians. But he knows them well. Here his language
echoes the Old Testament narrative about the children of Israel during the Exodus from Egypt. Just six
weeks into the wilderness they began to grumble and question their leaders, Moses and Aaron.
Why was this unacceptable behavior in the Old Testament, and for the Philippians, and for you and me
today? Grumbling shows a deep ingratitude for God's providence. It says you know better than God. It
demonstrates that you are not loving God with your whole heart and mind and soul and strength. Nor are
you loving your neighbor as yourself. Would you want to tolerate such disrespectful behavior against
yourself? Why should God? Why would God allow His children to behave that way?
Remember in 2:1-11 Paul had just painted a masterpiece portrait of Christ, that great "U-shape" as the
highest of the high became the lowest of the low to die on the cross to be your redeemer, and then was
re-exalted to reign in heaven. Why? All for U -- because He put YOUR interests ahead of His own.
And if you have become His child by putting your personal trust in Him as Lord and Savior, being born
again in Christ, then you too have His mind. You have both the "want to" and the "how to" to follow Him
and work out what He works in you, by the power of the Holy Spirit.
So Paul as a master teacher doesn't dwell on the negatives and the don'ts, he shows the dos and the
positives as he writes "children of God, without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world."
God's children are to be like Him. They are not to grumble and complain, because they've been saved
from sin and self. They've been cleansed from the penalty and power of sin. The contrast could hardly be
more stark. Compare "without blemish" to "crooked and twisted" -- the very words God uses in
Deuteronomy 32:5 to indict the disobedient Israelites.
Children of God don't have to act like worldly children who have not experienced God's light and truth and
grace and power in their lives. Paul said similar things in 2 Corinthians 4, "for God, who said, "Let light
shine out of darkness' has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ."
The minds of God's children are no longer blinded by sin and self -- they've been rescued from the
darkness. And if Jesus has given you His light, His life, His spirit, His mind -- then by the power of His
Spirit you can and will shine HIS light through your life, to everyone around you ! With no grumbling !

children of God are not to act like worldly children who have not experienced God's light & truth
& grace = we read about it in our call to worship in 2 Cor 4 = For God, who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. = the minds of God's children are not blinded - theyve been
rescued from the darkness of sin & self = & if Jesus has given you His light, His life, His mind...
then by the H.S. U are to shine HIS light thru your life, to everyone around U...
v16 - holding fast to the word of life ...you shine THE light of the world thru U as lights in the
world AS you hold fast to the Word of LIFE... and as you hold forth God's life-transforming
TRUTH...
wake up! we don't guage God's Word by our experience, we measure our experience by God's
Word... THIS is our blueprint, yardstick, instruction manual, our coach's playbook, the words
that we live by !
not only so our lives will glorify Christ today, & when God brings all things to completion, but
Paul gives another reason so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain
or labor in vain.
this is part of Paul's personal appeal to the Philippians based on his
close personal relationship with them, "the affection of Christ Jesus" as the 1st church he
founded in Europe...& he knew them well enuff to use this additional motivation - remember
Paul is contemplating he might DIE there in Rome, so he's writing his heart-felt desire for them!
v 17 = Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.
another OT word-picture = pouring out wine to accompany the main sacrifice, as in Num 15... he
was prepared to give his life - but he didn't want his life - or their faith - to be in vain ! So he's
encouraging them to not see his life purpose wasted, but fulfilled, & they too should rejoice, as
long as they're working out their salvation! So I wonder, how is your faith a sacrifice...? as U
pour out your life for the Lord?
Now Paul gives a real-life example of the kind of life he's talking about... someone trusting God
to complete what He started... one who is humble, serving others, w/ the mind of Christ... who
does all things w/out grumbling or disputing, holding fast the Word of life, shining like a light in
the world... Paul has mentioned him in 1:1... & now in
v19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by
news of you. For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your
welfare. For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know
Timothy's proven worth, how as a son w/ a father he has served with me in th gospel. I hope
therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will go with me, & I trust in the Lord that
shortly I myself will come also.
What glowing words Paul uses for Timothy, his partner in the gospel who had worked with him
thru many tribulations... the Philippians know Timothy very well, and probly wanted Paul to
send him to them!
probly becuz Timothy had such a pastors heart - genuinely concerned for the welfare of others,
not his own interests, but those of Christ !
But Paul needed Timothy... the same way Moses needed Joshua and Elijah needed Elisha and
Peter needed Mark... Timothy & Paul both reflected the mind of Christ - they did not preach
themselves, were not concerned with telling everyone what THEY had accomplished in ministry
and what they were doing for Christ... therefore, Paul says,

v 25 = I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and fellow worker
and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, = Epaphroditus had brought
the gifts to Paul from the Philippians, and they were evidently hoping Paul would keep him and
send back Timothy. Perhaps they would somehow wonder if Epaph failed in his mission - did
you know that is often the case for missionaries and pastors, when the Lord changes their
assignment,
that people think they know more about their situation than they do !
we must be careful to not fall into that trap too... and so this is not a negative reflection on
Epaphroditus = as Paul lavishes praise on him - && would that make U jealous or envious, how
Paul praises him ?
& Epaph must have been a humble person and how he must have blushed when this letter was
read to all when he returned to Philippi
??? = could these words be said of YOU ??? why not ???
Paul calls him "my brother" - the family likeness of Christ could be seen in him... Paul calls him
a "fellow worker / fellow soldier" = terms that emphasize the hard work and the trials he endured
with Paul...
"your messenger and minister" = speaks of their trust in Him and Paul's appreciation for him.
And this raises a question = Could your church send you on a mission ? have you invested time
in God's Word so that your life is changed by the truth and power of Christ in you ? overflowing
to others? Would you get a report on you like Epaph ?
then Paul gives an update on personal situation of Epaphr = in v 26
for he has been longing for you all & has been distressed becuz you heard that he was
ill. Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, & not only on him but on me
also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that
U may rejoice at seeing him again, & that I may be less anxious
so Epaphroditus has a different personality than Timothy but Paul says
to rejoice in Epaph becuz he was just as faithful and reliable and unselfish and proven as
Timothy... a great example for you & me...
how many of you would go on a mission to India or Peru if there was a pretty good chance of
losing your life ? would the gospel & the needs of fellow believers outweigh your own personal
interests ? or would you be like Timothy & Epaph and say "here am I, Lord, send me?"
where is God sendng U to prclaim Christ ?... how about right here in your own community ? =
where you don't have to risk your life...
how about if the Lord just asks you to go over to Sioux Rapids just one
evening a week and spend an hour or so with some little kids who need to hear the gospel and to
have an adult actually care about them...?
AMAZING that God brought this Awana opportunity to us TODAY !
in the context of this passage in Philippians 2...!
God is asking for help for the Awana kids...will you have the mind of Christ and put THEIR
interests and needs ahead of your own ??? w/o grumbling or arguing? The rewards are rich &
immediate & heavenly.
we need more people of all ages - youth, career people, parents, empty-nesters, retired, and
beyond... we need more people like we had in the past at Awana - Lil Phinney, Mrs Holleson,
Troy Clapp, Richard Sennert & others = who will put their own convenience aside and put their
own interests behind the interests of those kids & of the Lord... !
or help FCA, oro Bike Park or Bridge, or SS, or WHAT ??? = to reach 750 youth, 1100 parent
age, 1050 older adults in our community = the future of our church depends on how we reach

others for Christ !!!
no pain, no gain... now v29 = So receive him in the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, for
he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking in your
service to me.
notice how they OWED their sacrifice of faith to others in need...!
this is where the rubber meets the road... and with Timothy and Epaphroditus you can hear the
engines revving and tires squealing its not theoretical, here are two people who are living examples of what Paul is writing about...
shining God's light, holding forth the Word of life... and with all the good things Paul said about
them,
we have to wonder, what will he say about us, indeed what will Jesus say about U... & will you
be a risk-taker & trust Jesus with your life ?
becuz YOU are to be just like Timothy & Epaphroditus and Paul = because if you have received
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you DO have the same mind of Christ, the same Holy
Spirit, the same "want to" and "how to" to be a humble servant of Christ...
have you risked your all ? or have you risked anything at all ?
let's get going together to serve the Lord, without grumbling or complaining, as His light
overflows through you...
plz join me in prayer =
thanks thru Jesus for Your new life, Your light, your Holy Spirit, to transform us and empower
us to step out of our comfort and our convenience to truly live as God's children, bringing the
Word of life and light and truth to everyone around us, even as we bring You our offerings we
commit ourselves to Your purposes, to be obedient to You, to reach out to all the kids and people
around us...
BENEDICTION - 2 Thss 1:11-12 To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make
you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his
power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
TRY***praise songs // greeting // call to worship // announcements // sharing // ron sennert //
prayer // message // offering // benediction
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IMITATE ME
The old saying goes "imitation is the sincerest form of flattery." But how many of us truly want others to
imitate us? Maybe that's ok for sports stars, or rock stars who may have ulterior motives.
But how many of us are confident enough about our own life choices and guiding principles to tell others
to "imitate me" ?
That's just what the Apostle Paul invited his readers to do in Philippians 3:17-21. Remember, he had just
given his personal testimony about how Jesus Christ had saved him and changed his life. Now he says
"Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to
the example you have in us."
He's talking about himself, Timothy, and Epaphroditus, the team of fellow soldiers he wrote about at the
end of chapter 2. Is he being immodest? It's not the only place in Scripture where he's said such things.
As the pastor who founded the church at Philippi, now Paul appeals to their close personal friendship. As
mentor and coach, he makes himself accountable to them. He invites them to follow him as he follows
Christ. He's just painted for them that master portrait with his "hymn of Christ" in Philippians 2:1-11.
He's told them they have the mind of Christ, and so they should have the same attitude as Christ, putting
the interests of others ahead of their own. He's encouraged them to "work out" what God is "working in"
them in verses 12-16.
They've seen Paul, Timothy and Epaphroditus humble themselves to fulfill Christ's purposes instead of
their own personal pursuits. He expects them to be studying their Bibles, to have a Christian testimony
that speaks not of what Christ did long ago for you, but up-to-the minute in terms of His impact on you. He
expects them to be involved in discipleship studies, as followers of the Lord.
Then he paints a vivid portrait of those who do not have that mind of Christ. Verse 18, "For many, of
whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of
Christ." These are people, perhaps even in the church, who do not live with the mind of Christ, who are
not counting everything as loss in order to gain the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus as Lord.
These are people who minimize the cross of Christ, and walk and talk in such a way to exalt themselves
and their religious ideas and accomplishments, rather than humbling themselves at the cross.

Is he being immodest here ? no - he writes this way in 1 Cor & 2 Thess C& 1-2 Tim & Hebrews...
Remember, Paul is the pastor who founded the church at Philippi = appealing to their close
personal relationship = friend, mentor, coach & he's making himself accountable becuz basically
he's been writing about this = follow us, as we follow Christ
remember in chapter 2 how he painted that master portrait with his hymn of Christ in His
humility and obedience... and how he told us that WE who are "in Christ" also have the "mind of
Christ"... and how we like him should forget what lies behind and press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus...
Paul is not a "do as I say not as I do" kind of guy - he's no hypocrite he practices what he preaches... so he also expects them to write out their personal testimony, to
read their Bibles and to do 1:1 discipleship
studies & reach out to hurting people w. th healing grace of th Gospel
& they see all this in the lives of Paul and Timothy & Epaphroditus, whose walk matches their
talk which matches the mind of Christ...

and so we are to IMITATE those who follow Christ by putting the needs of others ahead of our
own... we humble ourselves and fulfill Christ's purpose instead of our personal pursuits - and
Paul says here everyone who is truly mature in Christ will have that same attitude...
& if there are those we should imitate then there are those to avoid =
v18 - For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as
enemies of the cross of Christ. = people who do not have the mind of Christ and who are not
counting as loss every-thing else in order to gain th surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus as
Lord... becuz that's how you are saved - repenting of trying to be good enough to save yourself &
instead = receiving salvation in Christ alone... and this brings Paul to tears - because people who
are
enemies of the cross of Christ are trying to mess with his flock = you can tell who the heretics
are by the way they walk and how they talk about the cross of Christ. Paul told the Corinthians
he preached ONLY Christ and Him crucified... he told the Galatians the Christian life is to be
crucified w. Christ... a heretic wants to minimize the cross...
Paul knows exactly how they distort the gospel, & he's already warned in the 1st part of ch 3
about the Judaizers, who demand that Christians submit to the regulations of the Jewish religion...
he expands on other enemies in v19 - Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they
glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things.
what a word picture... what a contrast between faithful servants and self-serving self-centered
heretics who are upsetting the church with heretical teachings... paul minces no words here...
spells it out...
their end is destruction = what they're preaching has no future !
their god is their belly = sensual appetites & pleasures... i always think of the buddha statue at
chinese restaurants - except this is talking about people who claim 2 B christians, people from
within your church, who
don't worship Christ, who worship themselves & their personal desires,
and somehow they've made a religion out of that, distorting Christ
they glory in their shame = proud of what they should be ashamed of = have everything turned
around = Jesus sets you free from sin & self !
minds set on earthly things = remember Paul has been telling us that true Christians have "the
mind of Christ" and so their lives will look like Christ's as they humbly put the needs of others
ahead of their own
obviously that's not how these heretics have been preaching or living !
Are they still around, these self-serving distorters of th gospel ? YES - unfortunately = still
strutting around tv & youtube & stages & dvds & cds & books - & by their fruits U shall know
them - espec if their so-called 'ministry' is all about taking your money for lavish lifestyles... but
its people in the pews too = whose lives are all about their own pursuits or possessions or power
or position or prestige... remember -Paul warned = the wolves come from right in amongst the
sheep...!
what a contrast these earthly-minded self-serving wolves are compared w. true servants of the
gospel =
obviously that's not how these heretics have been preaching or living !
Are they still around, these self-serving distorters of th gospel ? YES - unfortunately = still
strutting around tv & youtube & stages & dvds & cds & books - & by their fruits U shall know
them - espec if their so-called 'ministry' is all about taking your money for lavish lifestyles... but
its people in the pews too = whose lives are all about their own pursuits or possessions or power
or position or prestige... remember -Paul warned = the wolves come from right in amongst the
sheep...!
03.20 = CITIZENSHIP 17-21 "citizens of heaven"

Having just returned from a mission trip in Peru, my passport has gotten a good work out the past couple
of weeks. What's a passport for? It's an official documment issued by your government, certifying your
identity and entitling you to certain protections and privileges as being a citizen of your country.
The Apostle Paul talked about citizenship in Philippians 3:17-21.

what a contrast these earthly-minded self-serving wolves are compared w. true servants of the
gospel = v20 - But our citizenship is in heaven,
now Paul used this word "citizenship" earlier, in 1.27 remember we talked about that - when he
said "let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ" - and this was a powerful wordpicture for the Philippians, because they had become a Roman colony, & they prided themselves
on all the honors & advantages of being Roman citizens...
but if you are really citizens of heaven, then you should have the mind of Christ - not on earthly
things but heavenly things, where Christ lives & reigns... colossians 3 says believers are raised
up with Christ - HEAVEN is where our "real life" really is... we're not to be laying up treasures
here on earth, this world is not to consume our time & energy
- we're citizens of Heaven - not to be following the Rome of the day & its philosophies or
copying Roman culture and lifestyles and glorifying ourselves and personal achievements and
desires for earthly things = NO, we are aliens in this world and land, we are temporary residents
here, we are not here for our own purposes but for the purposes of the sovereign King who sent
us & gives us passport in Christ = our citizenship is in HEAVEN, the eternal spiritual realm, &
v20
and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, remember - the Christ who humbly
willingly chose not to hold on to His own divine prerogatives but laid them aside to become
obedient unto death, even death on the cross... to pay for your sins... and because of this, God has
highly exalted Him so that every entity in heaven and earth will bow the knee to Him... because a
Day is coming when Christ shall return...
for the great consummation of all things... when the great commission
to "go and preach the gospel to every creature" has been fulfilled and the great commandment "to
love the LORD your God with all your heart & soul & mind & strength" & to "love your
neighbor as Urself"
= as we work out our salvation with fear & trembling as God almighty works in us with both the
want to and the how to = so that we do all things without grumbling or complaining = holding
forth the Word of life - reading and knowing God's Word - and living and telling the good news
of the Gospel - forgetting what lies behind and straining as we press on toward the goal for prize
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus = who began a good work in us and will bring it to
completion on the Day of Christ = and on that day v21Christ will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body
so that not only will we have the mind of Christ, and not only will we be raised spiritually with
Christ as we are now, but on that day we will be completely transformed, to be with Him & reign
w.Him forever
=by the power that enables him even to subject all things to Himself
our past= deformed then reformed, lost then found = new creations...
our present = our minds being progressively conformed to be like Him
our future = to be completely transformed - body/soul/spirit & mind
so TODAY becuz = NOW citizens of heaven = we have His passport as we are called to live
here as His ambassadors as we read in 2 cor 5 in Call to Worship = His personal representatives
= we go & proclaim & show & tell the good news about Jesus to everyone around us = how
Jesus can transform Ur life as He has my life = is that your message ???

and if so U are in Christ & U have the power of the Holy Spirit to be His witness... maybe U
don't have today a passport for Peru or India or Haiti or etc BUT you do for being His witnesses
right here in LG or SR or PT or RM or WB or wherever you live & work & play - because
whatever you do & say you are inviting people to imitate you -- so how about it - what's it's
going to be for U - are U imitating Paul as he writes in Scripture ? then U'll be imitating Christ...
representing Him
so please join me in praying about that right now...& OFFERING
COMMISSIONING... 1st - Peru... & 2nd - ANYONE serving here !
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WORK OUT
Whew! The Apostle Paul is an amazing wordsmith. His "hymn of Christ" about humility in Philippians 2:511 leaves you breathless. He means to. And he means to spur you on to follow Christ, in every way...
So in verses 12-13 he writes, "therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure."
The "therefore" is there for all the things he wrote in verses 5-11. Specifically in 2:9 he said, "therefore,
God" -- referring to God's response to the humility of Christ, who obeyed Him to the point of death. Now
He says, "therefore, you." Why? Because for those who have put their trust in Christ alone for salvation,
Jesus is not only our example, but our very life-source and life power. We should obey as He obeyed.
Paul appeals to apostolic authority as he encourages his beloved Philippian friends to follow Christ. No
longer with them as pastor, he writes from prison as mentor and coach, about humble obedience.
So he says "work out your own salvation." Is this puzzling? We know salvation is by faith, not by works.
Paul proclaims in Ephesians 2:8-9: "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works."
So what does Paul mean here in Philippians? The meaning of words is always determined by context.
Paul's next words clarify the context. He says work "with fear and trembling." Ahh, he's painting a word
picture of an obedient servant, following Christ's example in verses 5-11.
Paul uses the same fear-and-trembling phrase in Ephesians 6:5 as he admonishes bondservants to obey
their masters. In Philippians 1:1 he refers to himself and Timothy as slaves of Christ. The phrase conveys
humbling yourself before someone greater, with rights over you.
Ephesians 2:10 continues the same thought when it says "For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." So if
we are saved, then we are to strive to please our Master to whom we belong. He bought us, redeemed us
by paying the penalty for our sins. If you're saved by Christ, your new moment-by-moment reality is no
longer your own personal pursuits, but rather to fulfill the purpose of your Master.
Here in Philippians, Paul says it this way, "work out your own salvation, with fear and trembling, for it
is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure." This also echoes what he
wrote in his introduction -- words of eternal encouragement, that come what may, God's purposes would
surely be fulfilled. In Philippians 1:5 he says, "I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in
you will bring it to completion."
If you are saved, remember the three tenses of salvation. Scripture says you have been saved, and you
are being saved, and you will be saved. Salvation past tense is your "justification." It's being "in Christ"
from the moment of being made right with God by putting your faith in Jesus Christ alone. Salvation
present tense is your "sanctification." It's "Christ in you" for the synergistic process of becoming more Him
through the sufferings of life. Salvation future tense is your "glorification." It's the completion which occurs
when you enter eternity, "with Christ" in His presence forever.
So verses 12-13 tells you not how to be saved, but rather how to live as a saved person. God began this
good work, so since you have been saved by Christ, then work out this salvation as God works in you. He
gives both the "want to" and the "how to" as the Holy Spirit works in you and through you and for you.
God keeps His promises. He works in you as you work out. So, let's get to work!
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EXALTED SERVANT
Who's your super-hero? There are many worthy models of people who have done great deeds and
overcome great odds against them. Throughout all of human history, none are more dramatic than the
Lord Jesus Christ. As the highest of the high, He chose to become the lowest of the low. Why?
Read about it in Philippians 2:5-11 where the Apostle Paul worships the Lord with a hymn about Christ. It
provides a stunning portrait of humility, love and leadership lived out by our servant-King, the Lord Jesus.
Last week, in "Humble King" verses 5-8 we saw how the king of the universe humbled Himself for our
sakes. This would be an amazing story of universal proportions all in itself. But it is not the half.
In verse 8 Paul wrote, "And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross." By the supreme sacrifice of Christ, we know what love is
-- the giving of yourself for the benefit of others. But His death paid the penalty for our sins. His blood
washed away the charges against us. The spectre of our own death vanishes because of His death.
But there's more to the story. Because of Christ, death is not the end of life for those who are "in Christ."
Verse 9 says "Therefore God has highly exalted Him." They crucified Him. But Christ rose from the
dead. As God, death could not hold Him. By the same mighty power with which He created the universe,
He rose Himself from the dead. Because He lives, everyone who puts their trust in Him lives.
His resurrection led to His ascension to heaven, where He now lives and reigns at the right hand of the
throne of God. Verse 9 continues, "God bestowed on Him the name that is above every name." The
Son's vindication is predicated on His "incarnation obedience" - coming in the flesh to do God's will. So
He is re-exalted to the highest of the high so that every entity of existence bows down to Him.
Verse 10 says "so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God the
Father." His name, Jesus, means "Jehovah saves." Jehovah "I am who I am" is the personal name of
God. The pre-existent, omnipotent, omniscient sovereign of the universe. Our creator and our redeemer.
In the Old Testament He declares that He alone saves.
Acts 4:12 says "there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other Name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved." John 5:32 says "all will honor the Son as they honor the
Father." His great humbling accomplishes God's purpose. Jesus is re-exalted to His rightful glory.
Draw it out - the humiliation of Christ is like a giant "U-shape." The highest of the high became the lowest
of the low, then raises again to be the highest of the high. Why did He do this? For yoU. Because of His
great love. And He invites yoU today to receive His grace and forgiveness and love and eternal life.
Either repent today, and confess Him as Lord & Savior now -- or rebel today, and confess Him in shame
and terror on the Last Day of judgment. God is not mocked. He gave His life so you have a way out. You
can have HIS life. Simply by receiving Him, the servant-King.
Jesus came from heaven without sin, to pay for sin, and return to His real life -- so that you can have real
life. He sets you free from sin and self. Then you can live for Him, and serve Him, as you live like Him, by
His power within, to serve others.
So how about it? Will His transformation from high to low to high, also transform you ?
Next time: the rest of the story...

GINNY - plz note - " For yoU " above depends on the capital U for emphasis - THANK YOU !
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HUMBLE KING
About 400 years after Christ, St. Augustine was asked about the central principles of the Christian life. His
reply:1) humility, 2) humility, 3) humility. The Apostle Paul puts it this way in Philippians 2:3, "Do nothing
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others."
Humility is not so much putting yourself lower as it is raising up others. Aren't you impressed with people
who seem genuinely humble when you know they really should be more exalted than they seem? The
greatest example in history is Jesus Christ. What Paul writes in verses 5-11 could be an ancient hymn. It
begins like this: "Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus."
Being "in Christ" is how Scripture describes any person who has put their personal faith in Jesus Christ
as Lord & Savior. Other passages also declare that such believers have the "mind of Christ" - and here
Paul describes the magnanimity, the generous humility of this mind. "Who, though He was in the form
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men."
There is only one God, the eternal Creator and sovereign ruler of the universe. He is the God of the Bible,
which reveals that God consists of three persons in one godhead. This "trinity," one God in three persons,
is often depicted as the three points of an equilateral triangle. The Father is God, but is not the Son or the
Holy Spirit. The Son is God, but is not the Father or the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God, but is not the Father
or the Son. One God, three persons, the unique Triune God of the Bible.
Before Jesus came to earth as the Christmas child, He had always existed as God, both in His essence
and in His function, as the second person of the Triune Godhead. As the Son of God, He has always
acted in perfect unity in concert with the corporate will of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But His equality
in the godhead was not something to exploit for His own advantage. Rather, He willingly laid aside His
divine rights, in order to take the form of a servant-slave. He who was SOMEbody became NObody.
Christ did not exchange His actual identity and essence. His humility was not subtraction, but rather
addition. While He never ceased to be fully divine, He also took on full humanity: "Emmanuel, God with
us," the mystery of God come-in-the-flesh. In Mark 10:45 Jesus said "For the Son of Man came not to
be served but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many." In Mark 14:36 He prayed to the
Father, "Not what I will but what You will." Jesus, the God-man, is the perfect servant-leader.
Paul continues in verse 8 "And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross." Death is the wages of sin, the destiny of fallen
sinful humanity, the punishment for rebellious disobedience against the perfection of God. Death is
impossible for deity. And the cross? It was for the humiliation of the worst criminals.
1 Peter 2:24 says, "He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and
live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed." 2 Corinthians 5:21 explains, "For our
sake God made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God."
These Scriptures tell us what Jesus Christ did -- and why. No one in history has ever been more exalted
than Jesus Christ. No one in history has ever been more humble than Jesus Christ. What did He do? He
paid the penalty for your sins. Why did He do it? He "looked to the interests of others." And what
difference does it make for you? Only you can answer.
Next time: the rest of this story...
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ONE MIND
as Jesus IS… unity Jesus prayed for in John 17:21… Paul echoes
since in Christ – then be of the same mind…=1 MIND
since His love - then have His same love toward others…=1 LOVE
since His Spirit - then be in full accord… harmony, unity…=1 SPIRIT
since affection - then be of ONE “mind of Christ”… =1 PURPOSE
its ALL about the joy of others, value of others, unity of others…
= a TEST for your motives & actions: will what I do or say bring JOY to others ? or put them down and
somehow raise me up ? OR someone says “I only seek to bring Joy to Jesus” well then do as Jesus did
and bring Joy to OTHERS before yourself… …rather, = OF ONE MIND
doesn’t only mean to have your theology right, to “know” the right truths… but to live it out by His power
as His representatives, as “little Christs”… His followers who become more & more like Him… living lives
of graciousness and humility = “more disunity in the church caused by lack of humility than lack of zeal or
knowledge”
that’s why we value our values = bulletin & website = we identify with this = who & what we are = United
by a mutual commitment to SERVE our Lord Jesus Christ with the guidance of the Holy Spirit &
obedience to th Word of God, th EFCA is an assoc of nearly 1500 autonomous churches and
church plants in growing ministry extending globally in75 countries to multiply transformational
churches among all peoples. privilege to be EFCA ! we also value our MISSION = bulletin & web
growing God’s family with overflowing good news about Jesus = what we all came up with in Church
Unique discussions = re-statement of Jesus’ “great commission” = the PURPOSE of every local church
= not to be a shrinking “holy huddle” but to be a “growing family” !!!
that’s especially important as we’re coming to our annual meeting next week and reviewing our progress
over the past year and our purpose and plans for the coming year… to be united in our vision for Christ !
to do that, each member of the body needs to be on same page singing same tune =ONE= hand & foot &
eye & ear & tongue = side-by-side OF ONE MIND = having the same attitude, actions, articulations… !!!
mind of Christ = HIS values, HIS mission, mind, love, spirit, purpose
good= 80% principle from Church Unique – if 80% ok, then go along w/it…& once the Body of Christ has
voted-decided, then ALL make it happen. U won’t be self-exalting like some, but rather, whether you
voted yay or nay, or whether you were absent, you get on board…
SO how can YOU tell if you share the “mind of Christ” = Paul tells us
3 Do NOTHING from selfish ambition or conceit, but in HUMILITY count others more significant
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others.
St Augustine was asked what the central principles of the Christian life his reply: 1 humility, 2 humility, 3
humility…not so much putting self lower as it is in raising up others…clincher is what you think about
other people… specifically ones next to you in the pews (or absent)
description of a genuinely united Christian fellowship = not a put on
pretending to honor others or in ignoring others’ faults, but in true humility, do the math = COUNTING
others as more significant than Uself… Paul says= take special care to make sure you’re doing that !
Especially important for those of us asked to be “leaders” in the church = if U are somehow exalting
yourself & your ideas & your position & your power - then U’ve missed th whole point – true leaders in
church are servants… counting others as more significant than your-self
only w. the “mind of Christ” can U do that = as ALL Christians are called to = working toward unity of mind,
love, spirit, and purpose…

WHY = because that’s the attitude of Christ toward YOU…!!!
& that’s the attitude of Christ that YOU are to have toward OTHERS
what’s the alternative? to just be a mediocre Christian ? just “ok” ?
NO – the alternative is “selfish ambition” & “conceit” self-exalting !
those might be highly valued character traits in the Roman world and in our world – EXCEPT for
someone who is a “servant” = that’s what we’re called to = value system that transcends the
world/flesh/devil

Picture this hymn as great U-shape… Christhighestlowest
9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every
name, “therefore” = the Son’s “vindication” is predicated on His “incarnation obedience” = because of
this, He is re-exalted to th highest of the high so that EVERY entity of existence bows to Him…“name
above every name” = Ps 138:2 God has exalted His name above ALL THINGS… His name = Jesus =
Jehovah saves
Is 42:8 = I Am th LORD, that is My name! (Yahweh) Jehovah = Exod 3:14 IAM who I AM = I will not give
My glory to another = th eternal one, the covenantal name, who keeps His promises, who alone saves !
LORD JESUS CHRIST SAVIOR = human servant, Messiah, divine Lord, Savior = God with us… yesu ho
kurios = Jesus is Lord…= john 5:32 = all will honor the Son as they honor the Father acts 4:12 And there
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved.”
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
language from
Isa 45:15-25= I Am th LORD there is no other…every knee will bow.
=not that ALL are “saved” but all “submit”=confess… not universal salvation, but one day there will be
universal confession of Who He IS
= either repent today & confess Him as Lord & Savior TODAY…
OR rebel today -& confess Him in shame and terror on the Last Day
The great question to ask anyone is “what will U do with Christ?”
The exaltation of Christ means U have no options regarding Him = U are either for Him or against Him. U
cannot say U can have Him but I just leave Him alone or ignore Him – NO = Jesus Christ IS God…
Creator / Redeemer / Lord = come to set you free from sin & self…
He came from heaven to be just like U -w/o sin- in order to save you and He returned to heaven because
He is the Lord of All the universe
and yet HE LOVES YOU and gave His life so YOU can have real life.
thru self-sacrifice…and YOUR attitude should be the SAME as His !!!

look again at the great U-shape that Scripture draws out about Christ
= U standing at the Cross, how can anyone be arrogant or prideful ???
U are called to enjoy comforts of th Cross in order to pass them on !
if you profess to follow the One whose entire mission was to GIVE in obedience to Heavenly Father, so
too U must give & give & give…!
but if U are thinking only of what YOU get… how others should show more love & concern and give more
to YOU… then you are denying Christ instead of denying self and following Christ = INSTEAD you should
look for those who are overlooked and needy and give & give & give them even more of the grace and
encouragement & love !!! that
Christ has given U & that other Christians have given you = pass it on, by the power of the Holy Spirit
within you… life out your real life !

nd

what’s th hardest position to play in an orchestra ? 2 fiddle =
= what U are called to BE and to DO… more & more like Christ =
if U have “experienced” anything of Christ then there is expectation
IF=THEN… if believe in Him, then are called to suffer & serve Him!
if experience, then expectations = attitude & action & articulation
How’s your family resemblance coming along…???
if you are in Christ’s family then you are to become more like Him
If U are IN CHRIST then U are to live with the ONE mind of Christ

so, what will U do ? will U be self-exalting, or self-denying ?
self-ambition & vain conceit MUST GO… to serve & represent Christ
Will U trust Christ in you, to live out through you ?
please join me in praying that into your life today
The Christian God is three persons in one godhead. The trinity is one God in three persons. The Father is
God, but is not the Son or the Spirit. The Son is God, but is not the Father or the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is
God, but is not the Father or the Son. One God, three persons, the unique Triune God of the Bible.

as Jesus IS… unity Jesus prayed for in John 17:21… Paul echoes
since in Christ – then be of the same mind…=1 MIND
since His love - then have His same love toward others…=1 LOVE
since His Spirit - then be in full accord… harmony, unity…=1 SPIRIT
since affection - then be of ONE “mind of Christ”… =1 PURPOSE
its ALL about the joy of others, value of others, unity of others…
= a TEST for your motives & actions: will what I do or say bring JOY to others ? or put them down and
somehow raise me up ? OR someone says “I only seek to bring Joy to Jesus” well then do as Jesus did
and bring Joy to OTHERS before yourself… …rather, = OF ONE MIND
doesn’t only mean to have your theology right, to “know” the right truths… but to live it out by His power
as His representatives, as “little Christs”… His followers who become more & more like Him… living lives
of graciousness and humility = “more disunity in the church caused by lack of humility than lack of zeal or
knowledge”
that’s why we value our values = bulletin & website = we identify with this = who & what we are = United
by a mutual commitment to SERVE our Lord Jesus Christ with the guidance of the Holy Spirit &
obedience to th Word of God, th EFCA is an assoc of nearly 1500 autonomous churches and
church plants in growing ministry extending globally in75 countries to multiply transformational
churches among all peoples. privilege to be EFCA ! we also value our MISSION = bulletin & web
growing God’s family with overflowing good news about Jesus = what we all came up with in Church
Unique discussions = re-statement of Jesus’ “great commission” = the PURPOSE of every local church
= not to be a shrinking “holy huddle” but to be a “growing family” !!!
that’s especially important as we’re coming to our annual meeting next week and reviewing our progress
over the past year and our purpose and plans for the coming year… to be united in our vision for Christ !
to do that, each member of the body needs to be on same page singing same tune =ONE= hand & foot &
eye & ear & tongue = side-by-side OF ONE MIND = having the same attitude, actions, articulations… !!!
mind of Christ = HIS values, HIS mission, mind, love, spirit, purpose
good= 80% principle from Church Unique – if 80% ok, then go along w/it…& once the Body of Christ has
voted-decided, then ALL make it happen. U won’t be self-exalting like some, but rather, whether you
voted yay or nay, or whether you were absent, you get on board…
SO how can YOU tell if you share the “mind of Christ” = Paul tells us

3 Do NOTHING from selfish ambition or conceit, but in HUMILITY count others more significant
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others.
St Augustine was asked what the central principles of the Christian life his reply: 1 humility, 2 humility, 3
humility…not so much putting self lower as it is in raising up others…clincher is what you think about
other people… specifically ones next to you in the pews (or absent)
description of a genuinely united Christian fellowship = not a put on
pretending to honor others or in ignoring others’ faults, but in true humility, do the math = COUNTING
others as more significant than Uself… Paul says= take special care to make sure you’re doing that !
Especially important for those of us asked to be “leaders” in the church = if U are somehow exalting
yourself & your ideas & your position & your power - then U’ve missed th whole point – true leaders in
church are servants… counting others as more significant than your-self
only w. the “mind of Christ” can U do that = as ALL Christians are called to = working toward unity of mind,
love, spirit, and purpose…
WHY = because that’s the attitude of Christ toward YOU…!!!
& that’s the attitude of Christ that YOU are to have toward OTHERS
what’s the alternative? to just be a mediocre Christian ? just “ok” ?
NO – the alternative is “selfish ambition” & “conceit” self-exalting !
those might be highly valued character traits in the Roman world and in our world – EXCEPT for
someone who is a “servant” = that’s what we’re called to = value system that transcends the
world/flesh/devil

ONE MIND
as Jesus IS… unity Jesus prayed for in John 17:21… Paul echoes
since in Christ – then be of the same mind…=1 MIND
since His love - then have His same love toward others…=1 LOVE
since His Spirit - then be in full accord… harmony, unity…=1 SPIRIT
since affection - then be of ONE “mind of Christ”… =1 PURPOSE
its ALL about the joy of others, value of others, unity of others…
= a TEST for your motives & actions: will what I do or say bring JOY to others ? or put them down and
somehow raise me up ? OR someone says “I only seek to bring Joy to Jesus” well then do as Jesus did
and bring Joy to OTHERS before yourself… …rather, = OF ONE MIND
doesn’t only mean to have your theology right, to “know” the right truths… but to live it out by His power
as His representatives, as “little Christs”… His followers who become more & more like Him… living lives
of graciousness and humility = “more disunity in the church caused by lack of humility than lack of zeal or
knowledge”
that’s why we value our values = bulletin & website = we identify with this = who & what we are = United
by a mutual commitment to SERVE our Lord Jesus Christ with the guidance of the Holy Spirit &
obedience to th Word of God, th EFCA is an assoc of nearly 1500 autonomous churches and
church plants in growing ministry extending globally in75 countries to multiply transformational
churches among all peoples. privilege to be EFCA ! we also value our MISSION = bulletin & web
growing God’s family with overflowing good news about Jesus = what we all came up with in Church
Unique discussions = re-statement of Jesus’ “great commission” = the PURPOSE of every local church
= not to be a shrinking “holy huddle” but to be a “growing family” !!!
that’s especially important as we’re coming to our annual meeting next week and reviewing our progress
over the past year and our purpose and plans for the coming year… to be united in our vision for Christ !
to do that, each member of the body needs to be on same page singing same tune =ONE= hand & foot &
eye & ear & tongue = side-by-side OF ONE MIND = having the same attitude, actions, articulations… !!!
mind of Christ = HIS values, HIS mission, mind, love, spirit, purpose

good= 80% principle from Church Unique – if 80% ok, then go along w/it…& once the Body of Christ has
voted-decided, then ALL make it happen. U won’t be self-exalting like some, but rather, whether you
voted yay or nay, or whether you were absent, you get on board…
SO how can YOU tell if you share the “mind of Christ” = Paul tells us
3 Do NOTHING from selfish ambition or conceit, but in HUMILITY count others more significant
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others.
St Augustine was asked what the central principles of the Christian life his reply: 1 humility, 2 humility, 3
humility…not so much putting self lower as it is in raising up others…clincher is what you think about
other people… specifically ones next to you in the pews (or absent)
description of a genuinely united Christian fellowship = not a put on
pretending to honor others or in ignoring others’ faults, but in true humility, do the math = COUNTING
others as more significant than Uself… Paul says= take special care to make sure you’re doing that !
Especially important for those of us asked to be “leaders” in the church = if U are somehow exalting
yourself & your ideas & your position & your power - then U’ve missed th whole point – true leaders in
church are servants… counting others as more significant than your-self
only w. the “mind of Christ” can U do that = as ALL Christians are called to = working toward unity of mind,
love, spirit, and purpose…
WHY = because that’s the attitude of Christ toward YOU…!!!
& that’s the attitude of Christ that YOU are to have toward OTHERS
what’s the alternative? to just be a mediocre Christian ? just “ok” ?
NO – the alternative is “selfish ambition” & “conceit” self-exalting !
those might be highly valued character traits in the Roman world and in our world – EXCEPT for
someone who is a “servant” = that’s what we’re called to = value system that transcends the
world/flesh/devil

**************FAMILY RESEMBLANCE = next column !!!***************
2:14-18
If you are saved, remember the three tenses of salvation. Scripture says you have been saved, you are
being saved, and you will be saved. Salvation past tense is your "justification," the moment of being made
right with God by putting your faith in Jesus Christ alone. Salvation present tense is your "sanctification,"
the synergistic process of becoming more like your Savior through the sufferings of life. Salvation future
tense is your "glorification" which will occur when you enter eternity in the presence of Christ.

It's about "sanctification" the process of
So these are encouraging words indeed. We can "work OUT" our salvation because God is "working IN"
us. This means God gives both the "want to" and the "how to" in order to fulfill His purposes in you and for
you.

Because Christ is not only our example but our very life,

26 January 2014 – Riverside Church – Rev. Grant Mangold
WORK OUT – Philippians 2:12-13 – For God is at work in you ! = annual meeting Sunday
RECORD – As you’re turning in your Bibles to Philippians ch 2 v 12
I wonder how are YOU are coming with your new year’s resolutions ?
Now’s a good time to evaluate goals, re-sort priorities, get on track…
I wonder if people did “new year’s resolutions” back in ~61 AD

when the book of Philippians was written? Listen to ch2 vv12-13… 12 Therefore, my
beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear & trembling, trembling, 13
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Work out your salvation… According to statistics, 45% of you made New Year’s Resolutions.
Most common: lose weight, get organized, spend less, save more, exercise more, manage stress
better, learn new things, quit smoking, improve a relationship, stop procrastinating, improve
work habits, stop or reduce alcohol consumption, reduce time w.electronic devices, spend more
time with family… At Riverside, we included things like: read thru the Bible in a year, do a 1:1
Bible study, meet w. others weekly for prayer, or visit & take meals to shut-ins, etc
That’s quite a list ! How are U doing with ANY of them ? anyone ?
About 1 in 3 give up on resolutions before the end of January. Nationally, 8% are successful in
keeping them. Yet = 49% of people have infrequent success. Men tend to be more successful
than women when it comes to weight-related resolutions. People in their 20s are 2.5 times more
likely for success than people in their 50s.
The good news is that for any age, if you tell someone else about your resolution, you are 10
times more likely to have success. And if you have a plan to follow, you greatly increase chances
for success – e.g. that’s why we encourage using a Bible reading plan – check off the worksheet,
if you get behind, just keep working it out, not tied to a calendar. You can even access it online
in your notepad – Diane even listens while she’s on the treadmill, when not doing Pinterest !
So does Phil 2:12-13 offer us any principles or power for living ?
This is such a loaded passage, let’s unpack a word or phrase at a time:
Therefore = in 2:9 he said “therefore, God” = because of th obedience of Christ, God highly
exalted Him… now in 2:12 he says “therefore, you” = because you are in Christ and have the
mind of Christ, who humbled Himself and became obedient, so you too are to be obedient...
my beloved = Paul really loved them. 1:8 with the affection of Christ Jesus.” BUT this is a setup = though I’m going to say some hard things… first I emphasize how much I love you…as
you have always obeyed = in 1:5 he affirmed their partnership in the gospel from the first day
until now. BUT it doesn’t much matter how much you have obeyed in the past if you don’t obey
this minute… to underscore that he now speaks like a mentor, coach, parent = their father in
Christ = not only as in my presence but much more in my absence = work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling =
with fear and trembling = language of a slave who strives to please his master… believers in
Christ are slaves to Him who bought them, paid for their redemption, and whom they have been
UNITED to…= moment-by-moment reality for a slave is the pleasing of your master… not
personal pursuits but rather to fulfill the purpose of your master…
in 1:1 he refers to Paul and Timothy as slaves of Christ Jesus…in Eph 6:5 Paul uses the same
word picture as he says Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with
a sincere heart, as you would Christ, throughout scripture the phrase is used to denote someone
humbling themselves before a greater person or power…=
it is our Heavenly Father, and we do not want to disappoint Him…
Two common misunderstandings = many people either think they have to contribute “their part”
to salvation, or else they think God does it all so they don’t have to do anything. Both are
confusing the issue. NO! Only Jesus saves us, we are helpless & can do & add NOTHING to
salvation. But this passage is about SANCTIFICATION, the process of being made holy, like
Christ = our daily relationship with Him…

Obviously Paul is not saying that you’re saved by doing good works – that contradicts
everything else in Scripture… your own salvation =
he’s saying that SINCE you have salvation, since you’ve been saved by Christ, to get busy and
work it out… it’s the same as saying, since you have a life, live it… since you have a job, get
busy & do a good job… since you are married, get busy & work on your marriage…
BTW = sign up for the “Art of Marriage” workshop that’s coming up !
NO OPTION HERE !!! you can’t just “opt out” of these commands… you’re a slave ! you have
a master ! these are His commands to you !
And these are not empty commands in v 12-13 – God has provided “everything” you need to
obey Him… notice Paul says work out your own salvation … for it is God who works in you,
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. “you work out” and “God works in”…
Good? that’s fantastic ! = God works both to will & to work = HE
provides both the WANT TO & the HOW TO…= the Holy Spirit = changing your hearts &
minds & wills by the truth of Word of God
so you will obey & fulfill His purpose, as obedient slaves of LJC…
remember v1:6 - And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
He began a good work in you & WILL COMPLETE IT as you obey
“As you have always obeyed” = looking at their past… much like in our Annual Mtg we thank
God for all His provision in all the ways we obey His Great Commission to us to go & make
disciples of the LJC
MAYBE SAVE SOME TIME IN MTG IF LOOK AT REPORT NOW
LOOK THRU YOUR ANNUAL REPORT – 1st @ THE COVER = “advance” everything we
did last year was designed to ADVANCE CHRIST, in your personal life, in our congregation, in
our community, in our missions, and in Genesis Church, by Him, for Him, thru Him…
==

1 – All the people who make our worship work each Sunday, praise team, ushers, greeters,
offering collectors – U giving tithes & offerings each week, & our prayer time, announcements,
communion, scooping the walk, bringing treats for coffee time, going out of your way to
genuninely greet guests & irregular attenders not just during the service but thru the week too…
& our custodian, office assistant, treasurer, & how everyone works together for the Lord…
2 – Christian Education = committee strategizing to identify children in our community, build
relationships with them, bring them to S.S., & people who not only help w. nursery, S.S. &
Confirmation here in our facility, but also get our kids & their friends to EFCA activities
such as Winter Blast, Impact, Challenge and Hidden Acres camp… but
more than that = to be active personally in our community, VBS, FCA, Awana, the bike park, the
Bridge, &tc – exploring ways to reach kids !
making the effort to be there & to care & to share Jesus w/ them !
3 – Missions = we’re strategically partnering with missionaries to reach more & more people w.
overflowing good news about Jesus & grow God’s family, encouraging each one here to give,
pray & partner w. them around th world & our own community – SYC, Awana, &tc plus YOUR
personal mission field – where U work, shop, play or visit dr.office etc = all you do to reach out
to your neighbors &tc…
4 – women’s ministries = all the quilts you’ve blessed people with… cleaning project, National
Day of Prayer, visiting our shut-ins, Okoboji Bible conference, Fall Festival, women’s retreat,
thank offering, Bible studies… shower committee to bless newlyweds… helping hands to
provide meals to shut-ins & those who’ve experienced funerals, or going through time of
illness… so many needs to be met ! PLUS all who help at nursing homes or visit neighbors,
caring & sharing th Lord

5 – men’s Saturday AM Bible study, encouraging one another, praying for our community,
applying God’s word to our lives… Homebuilders and Geneva Fellowship groups = all the ways
you reach out & express care & concern for others, & new 20s~30s~young adults group as you
get to know one another & build relationships = future of this church!
6 – Elder board, leading us in following the Lord, head of the church,
efforts at moving our ministry forward & growing the body of Christ deeper & wider… “elder
care lists” as under-shepherds of the flock, to keep contact with you & your prayer requests &
your absences & coming alongside to encourage you = as role models in being disciples of the
Lord… their 1:1 discipleship initiative, & practical Bible studies to grow in the Lord & gain
competence & confidence to share Christ w. others… and praying & planning our future
facilities & working w. consultants with inspiring discussions of dynamics of how churches must
first transform their ministries to then respond with enhanced facilities for the future… praying
& submitting to the Lord of the church, so we don’t focus on just ourselves and our own present
needs but look past ourselves to the future & the opportunities in our community to reach out to
our 750 students & 1100 parent-age & 1050 older adults – because less than 10% are in church
any given Sunday, and the reason God put us here is to GO to them with the Good News &
proclaim Jesus with our lives and with our caring words to them…
7 – God’s Word @ the heart of it = all the Lord taught us in 2013– in book of Mark, how the
LJC, our Servant-Savior, the Saving One, came to transform us into His “serving ones” who take
the Good News out to others… the “Treasure Principle” for generous living & generous giving,
how everything belongs to God & how we live not for the dot of this earthly existence but for the
line of eternity = so we’re laying up treasures in heaven, not here on earth… & great themes of
the OT & “keys of the Christian life” from 1 Pet = principles of disciple-making living as we
learn to transform our thinking with God’s Word so that He changes our hearts and minds and
wills so that we’re obedient to Him to ADVANCE CHRIST in all that we are & do
Whew! this brings us back to Phil 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved as you have always obeyed, so
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good
pleasure. so Paul challenges you, to work hard at working out God’s salvation through your life
= as “you work out” and “God works in”… for His good pleasure…so, what’s next then ?
NOW LOOK AT THE LAST PAGE OF THE ANNUAL REPORT
= your Elders started working on this page this past week… it’s a
“Spiritual Health Assessment” = a practical tool to take your pulse on how U’re doing in your
spiritual life today… be honest & answer the questions & score yourself…pray about it… how
U’re growing in Christ… how U’re connecting with God’s family… your discipleship Bible
studies… how U’re serving God & others… living out our mission to grow God’s family by
sharing the overflowing good news about Jesus with all the people around you… worshiping not
just 1 hr on Sundays but 24/7 in ALL of your life, work, $$, relationships, etc…
THE KEY IS READING & LIVING OUT GOD’S WORD !!!
as God works in you - YOU WORK OUT - !
God changes your thinking in order to change your living for Him
= in your personal health, you need a work-out routine, don’t you !
you won’t give up on your resolutions IF you work out a PLAN =
SO LOOK @ THE VERY LAST PAGE = a place to prayerfully write down some purposes &
possibilities AND especially A PLAN to step-by-step transform your spiritual health this year,
by the power of the Holy Spirit working God’s word INTO your life…
the CONTEXT of 12-13 is the UNITY and HUMILITY of the church

because – a question – HOW will we as a church grow in the way God intends unless each one
of us as individuals grows according to God’s purpose ??? = if YOU want God to do something
in this community ??? then how will U have to get serious about YOUR personal spiritual
health ??? will that change our church and will that change our community ??? = by His mighty
power at work in us and thru us !!!
so join me now in prayer as we commit ourselves to TRUST & OBEY HIM = with our whole
“REAL LIFE” in Christ who sets us free from sin & self to experience His life overflowing
through you… = as you work out and God works in you, to fulfill His purposes for you and for
us His church – Amen = prayer
PRAYER
how the Holy Spirit so works the Word of God in and through the people of God that we become
more and more like the Son of God
PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR ELDERS & committees &tc
as a believer and disciple of the LJC, commit to be a role model of following Him, upholding the
Word of God by the power of the H.S. and our constitution & bylaws, our values and mission, to
serve others as I serve the Lord, who is the Head and Lord of the Church…
CALL TO WORSHIP – Phil 2:2-8
BENEDICTION – Jude 24
Therefore, my beloved…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling = for it is GOD
who works in you = both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
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ANY LOVE ?
In the letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul writes in a brilliant way to encourage and inspire and
challenge his readers, to trust in the Lord to complete the good work that He has begun in them.
Remember the elderly couple who had this conversation? She complains, "When we were younger we
used to sit next to each other in the car, but not anymore." He says, "I ain't moved." That's sort of the idea
behind Paul's direction in chapter 2. If things aren't good between you and God, it's because YOU've
moved away from Him. What to do about it?
When you and I notice something out of sorts, we often respond with criticism or demand improvement.
Paul is much wiser. He takes an "if-then" sort of "love and logic" approach. It is only through God's
TRANSFORMING GRACE in Christ that any of us can change from selfish sinners into unselfish saints.
So Paul continues his thoughts like this: "So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort
from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, then complete my joy by
being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind."
Any encouragement? In moments of discouragement, you might feel like God's promises are far away, or
His presence is not near. That's because you've "moved." God never changes. Eternal faithfulness is part
of what makes Him "God." He is always near, always faithful, always at work in our lives.
Any love? The Bible tells us it is only by Jesus that we know what true "love" is - putting the best interests
of someone else ahead of your own. He gave His life to reconcile us to God. And all who receive Jesus
as Lord & Savior are born again, adopted into God's family as children of God.
Any Spirit? Becoming a child of God is the work of the Holy Spirit. He conveys to us God's acceptance
and affection. He gives a sense of belonging, encouragement and comfort and love in Christ. All believers
are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and it is His ministry to draw us close to the Lord through prayer and
reading the Bible and fellowship with believers. He makes us "one" in Christ.
So then, Paul says, have that same mind in Christ. Go on, realize the fullness of all you have in Christ.
Have His unity of heart and mind and spirit with one another. It's an expansion of living "side-by-side" that
Paul talked about in chapter 1.
Privileges bring responsibilities. Since you have the things in verse one, then do the things in verse 2. If
you don't, then you must be choosing self-indulgence or self-fulfillment instead of fulfilling what Christ
promises you in the Gospel good news. So what will it be? Your mind, or Christ's mind?
JOY is what follows from fully trusting in Jesus and experiencing His new life living through yours. It's
worth repeating: J-O-Y is Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last. And that's not only possible, it is what
Jesus PROMISES you as you trust Him and live for Him by His power. Jesus is not only our model and
example, but He is the means by which we live our lives like His.
Any love? If you've put your trust in Jesus, then you have His love, encouragement, comfort, Spirit,
affection, power, joy, and mind. So go ahead, live out His LOVE in your life, by trusting Him to live in you
and through you !
-30-

HUMBLE KING
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About 400 years after Christ, St. Augustine was asked about the central principles of the Christian life. His
reply:1) humility, 2) humility, 3) humility. The Apostle Paul puts it this way in Philippians 2:3, "Do nothing
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others."
Humility is not so much putting yourself lower as it is raising up others. Aren't you impressed with people
who seem genuinely humble when you know they really should be more exalted than they seem. The
greatest example in history is the Lord Jesus Christ himself. What Paul writes in verses 5-11 could be an
ancient hymn. It begins like this: "Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus."
Scripture describes any person who has put their personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord & Savior, as
being "in Christ." Other passages also declare that believers have the "mind of Christ" - and here Paul
describes its essence. "Who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men."
The Christian God is three persons in one godhead. The trinity is one God in three persons. The Father is
God, but is not the Son or the Spirit. The Son is God, but is not the Father or the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is
God, but is not the Father or the Son. One God, three persons, the unique Triune God of the Bible.
Before Jesus came to earth as the Christmas child, He had always existed as God, both in His essence
and in His function. As the Son of God, He has always acted in perfect concert with the corporate will of
the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But His equality within the godhead was not something to
hold on to or to exploit for His own advantage. Rather, He willingly gave up His divine rights, laying them
aside to take the form of a servant-slave. He who was SOMEbody became NObody.
Christ did not exchange His actual identity and essence. His humility was not subtraction, but rather
addition. He never ceased to be fully divine, but He also took on full humanity: "Emmanuel, God with us."
In Mark 10:45 Jesus said "For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give His life
a ransom for many." In Mark 14:36 He prayed to the Father, "Not what I will but what You will."
So for the purpose of and action of being EQUAL as God as one of the three persons of the equal tri-unity
of the Godhead, Jesus did not count that as something to be held on to = “grasped” exploited = for his
own advantage… rather, Jesus“emptied” Himself = idiom for “gave up the rights of” = NOT “evacuated”
but rather “laid aside”…“taking the form of a servant-SLAVE = He who was SOMEbody became nobody,
a nothing = slaves had no rights… Christ did not EXCHANGE his actual identity and essence, not by
subtraction but rather in addition took on humanity… never ceased to be divine, & became human… fully
divine & yet fully human in one person – the mystery of the incarnation… Christ coming in the flesh…
Immanuel, God with us !
Jesus said mark 14:36= not what I will but what YOU will O LORD. Jesus said mark 10:45= for the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many = we are to have HIS
MIND…v8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. “death” = the wages of fallen humanity – but impossible for deity…
“cross” ALWAYS associated with horror & shame, e.g. humiliation only of criminals, slaves, rebels,
anarchists – never citizens apart from express order of Caesar…cross reserved 4 dregs of society = the
HIGHEST OF THE HIGH became for us the “lowest of the low”
1cor5- He who knew no sin became sin for us. 1pet2- in His own body.
the disobedience of Adam brought sin & death into the world, but the obedience of Christ paid sin’s
penalty & brought righteousness & life!
Picture this hymn as great U-shape… Christhighestlowest
9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every
name, “therefore” = the Son’s “vindication” is predicated on His “incarnation obedience” = because of
this, He is re-exalted to th highest of the high so that EVERY entity of existence bows to Him…“name
above every name” = Ps 138:2 God has exalted His name above ALL THINGS… His name = Jesus =
Jehovah saves
Is 42:8 = I Am th LORD, that is My name! (Yahweh) Jehovah = Exod 3:14 IAM who I AM = I will not give

My glory to another = th eternal one, the covenantal name, who keeps His promises, who alone saves !
LORD JESUS CHRIST SAVIOR = human servant, Messiah, divine Lord, Savior = God with us… yesu ho
kurios = Jesus is Lord…= john 5:32 = all will honor the Son as they honor the Father acts 4:12 And there
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved.”
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
language from
Isa 45:15-25= I Am th LORD there is no other…every knee will bow.
=not that ALL are “saved” but all “submit”=confess… not universal salvation, but one day there will be
universal confession of Who He IS
= either repent today & confess Him as Lord & Savior TODAY…
OR rebel today -& confess Him in shame and terror on the Last Day
The great question to ask anyone is “what will U do with Christ?”
The exaltation of Christ means U have no options regarding Him = U are either for Him or against Him. U
cannot say U can have Him but I just leave Him alone or ignore Him – NO = Jesus Christ IS God…
Creator / Redeemer / Lord = come to set you free from sin & self…
He came from heaven to be just like U -w/o sin- in order to save you and He returned to heaven because
He is the Lord of All the universe
and yet HE LOVES YOU and gave His life so YOU can have real life.
thru self-sacrifice…and YOUR attitude should be the SAME as His !!!

look again at the great U-shape that Scripture draws out about Christ
= U standing at the Cross, how can anyone be arrogant or prideful ???
U are called to enjoy comforts of th Cross in order to pass them on !
if you profess to follow the One whose entire mission was to GIVE in obedience to Heavenly Father, so
too U must give & give & give…!
but if U are thinking only of what YOU get… how others should show more love & concern and give more
to YOU… then you are denying Christ instead of denying self and following Christ = INSTEAD you should
look for those who are overlooked and needy and give & give & give them even more of the grace and
encouragement & love !!! that
Christ has given U & that other Christians have given you = pass it on, by the power of the Holy Spirit
within you… life out your real life !
nd

what’s th hardest position to play in an orchestra ? 2 fiddle =
= what U are called to BE and to DO… more & more like Christ =
if U have “experienced” anything of Christ then there is expectation
IF=THEN… if believe in Him, then are called to suffer & serve Him!
if experience, then expectations = attitude & action & articulation
How’s your family resemblance coming along…???
if you are in Christ’s family then you are to become more like Him
If U are IN CHRIST then U are to live with the ONE mind of Christ

so, what will U do ? will U be self-exalting, or self-denying ?
self-ambition & vain conceit MUST GO… to serve & represent Christ
Will U trust Christ in you, to live out through you ?
please join me in praying that into your life today

HUMBLE KING
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SIDE BY SIDE
Ever had someone else counting on you? Maybe a sports team? For most people, this makes you work
even harder to pull through for them. That's how the Apostle Paul continues to encourage the readers of
his letter to the Philippians, as he reveals some real-life dilemmas in verses 21-30 of chapter 1.
Imprisoned in Rome, not knowing whether he would lose his life or be set free, Paul makes it clear to his
readers that he intends to remain faithful to the Gospel, no matter what happens. He personalizes his
thoughts further as he applies them to his readers at Philippi in verse 27: Only let your manner of life
be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of
you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the
gospel.
Paul speaks like a coach or military commander here. He tells us to focus on one thing as good
representatives for the Gospel. A team depends on teamwork. This means it's not about you, it's about
the team. But it depends on you to do your best for the good of the team.
For the Christian, this means you represent Christ in all you do and say and think. But not all by yourself.
You are part of a team, which includes all the other Christians around you, whether you attend the same
church or not. All Christians are indwelt by the same Holy Spirit, who empowers you to live for Christ.
The word-picture Paul paints here, as he wrote in the Greek language of the day, is a stampede of wild
horses. No matter what mayhem seems to be coming at you from the world, the flesh, and the devil, you
can stand firm in Christ. You're protected in His armor.
And your mental game is all important. That's why Paul emphasizes "one spirit" and "one mind"
because what you believe flows out into how you act. Keep your focus on God's purpose, in spite of
circumstances, and you can stand firm with your teammates as you strive for the Gospel.
The word picture becomes crystal clear with the phrase "side by side" doesn't it. You're not alone in this
striving. You're side by side with countless other believers who are also trusting in the power of the Holy
Spirit in the unity of their hearts and minds and wills so that their lives reflect the strength of Christ Himself.
So instead of being frightened by our opponents, verse 28 says those who oppose us will actually be
unnerved by our trust in God, who promises to complete the good work that He has begun in us and
through us. We will be saved, because Jesus has already won the contest, and we're just mopping things
up.
And as Paul wraps up chapter 1, he doesn't side-step the hard parts. Striving side-by-side isn't easy. He
underscores the ultimate perspective in verses 29-30 "for it has been granted to you that for the sake
of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the
same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have."
The mind game gets played out in your body. No pain, no gain. No surprise either, because Jesus
promised His followers that they would experience persecution. And He gives special grace to believe in
Him and to suffer for Him. Jesus did. Paul did. And you will too if you follow Jesus. If you're not being
persecuted, you have to wonder if you're really following Him like you should.
But have no fear. Jesus is not only with you and in you, but with your fellow believers, with whom you
advance side-by-side, arm-in-arm, with one focus and one purpose, to stand firm for Christ, no matter
what's coming at you.
Paul says, you have this one chance to live today - will it be for Christ ?

No surprises here – Jesus promised persecution for His followers. It’s “granted” = a “special
grace” that He gives, to believe, and to suffer, as Jesus did, as Paul did… If you’re not being
persecuted, you have to ask if you’re following! But have no fear – make the Gospel of the LJC
the priority for your life & you too will rejoice eternally in Christ
You have this ONE CHANCE to live today – will it be for Christ ???
a word picture in the next

ONLY (& one) = extra emphasis = this one thing alone = PRIORITY
the phrase “manner of life” in the Greek is “exercise your citizenship”
which would have appealed to the Philippians who as a Roman colony had full rights of
citizenship = and so it should appeal to us American Christians because of not only our
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM but ALL THE RIGHTS of our citizenship, AND as seriously as we
take those, we should take our REAL LIFE IN CHRIST even more seriously – to talk it up &
live it out = to be worthy of the good news about Jesus !
Notice how Paul makes EVERYTHING all about the Gospel of Christ !
What an example & lesson for US = that our lives will imitate Paul’s = living up to th Gospel as
we live out th Gospel as Christ’s ambassadors – because that’s our real citizenship !!! in
heaven !!! = and becuz
as he has shown us = the Gospel is what God is working out in his PAST as well as his
PRESENT & for his FUTURE… consciously and intentionally he now tells the Philippians to
take the same attitude...
and more than that, to be so confident about God’s plan & His working it out for us and in us and
thru us, that we stand firm in the power of the Holy Spirit, with one mind = making our
decisions together by the Holy Spirit and living them out by HIS power, as WE also strive
together with unity of mind… SIDE BY SIDE …arm in arm…
to trust & obey with even more courage & determination than ever
get this = v 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents.
the word picture here is facing a stampede of wild horses - and that even such a frightening
prospect should not shake our confidence in the Gospel… Can you picture US facing the
stampede of the world the flesh and the devil, standing firm, with one mind, striving together,
SIDE BY SIDE = not with divisions, not with cross-purposes, but in unity of mind and heart and
soul and will – for the faith of the Gospel
= making the overflowing good news about Jesus our PRIORITY
putting our personal perspectives and personal preferences aside…
= for the good of the longterm future of the body of Christ…! not only here at Riverside but also
for our fellow believers in India where Tim & Lorie are today, and in Peru, where Nelton &
Bethany are today, as we are linked side by side arm in arm & heart with heart with them
because ALL we are and all we do really only has purpose in light of bringing more & more
people to faith in Christ… as we show and tell the GOOD NEWS of the Gospel… out there
every day where you live and work and play… = US, together, side by side !!! v 28 and not

frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction,
but of your salvation, and that from God.
When we adopt the same attitude and perspective that the Apostle Paul shows us, then the trials
we will inevitably suffer are a clear sign – a double-edged sign – that shows the opponents of the
Gospel their destiny of destruction, and also our ultimate salvation, because it’s from God who
began a good work in you & WHO will complete it !
Paul underscores the ultimate perspective, in v 29 = For it has been granted to you that for the
sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in
the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
No surprises here – Jesus promised persecution for His followers. It’s “granted” = a “special
grace” that He gives, to believe, and to suffer, as Jesus did, as Paul did… If you’re not being
persecuted, you have to ask if you’re following! But have no fear – make the Gospel of the LJC
the priority for your life & you too will rejoice eternally in Christ
You have this ONE CHANCE to live today – will it be for Christ ???

says in 1:21 "for to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." Personally he would prefer to leave this
world and be with Christ. But his life purpose is to tell the good news about Jesus, and he expects God to
intervene in his circumstances so that he can

What about you? What sort of prison are you in today? that makes you
feel somehow life-threatened ? physically or mentally despairing of life ? Or maybe you’re afraid
to trust God and live your life for Him ?
Regardless of your lifestage or life situation = Here’s a lesson for you, as Paul weighs it all out =
HERE, Christ is “with U” & fruitful labor FOR Christ is of great value VS to be “WITH Christ”
= is far better !
v 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.
Here’s the heart of the Apostle – putting the interests of others ahead of his own interests…
counting out the needs of those who are coming to Christ instead of his own private & personal
ambitions & desires…
what a lesson for us as we pray & plan the future of Riverside Church !
As Paul takes into account the future of the body of Christ he knows the answer for his personal
dilemma = God’s plan trumps his…
v 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress
and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus,
because of my coming to you again.
Paul fully expects to be released and fulfill his desire to personally encourage his friends in
Philippi again = trusting that “God, who began a good work in you will bring it to completion”
– so that those who have prayed for him and given sacrificially for him and concerned about his
welfare will glory – not in Paul – but as Paul shows them how – to glory in Christ Jesus… as
they await Christ’s deliverance…
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LIVE OR GAIN
As the Apostle Paul writes his letter to the Philippian church, he declares in 1:15 that he is “PUT HERE”
for the defense of the Gospel. That’s a remarkable perspective for an imprisoned pastor. It shows he truly
believed God works all things together for good, for those who love God and are called according to His
purpose (Romans 8:28).
But as he considers God’s purpose for his life situation, Paul makes an even more provocative statement
in 1:21 “for to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Remember, the context of this declaration is his
difficult circumstances of imprisonment.
Paul literally faced a life or death future. Who knew how long imprisonment would last? No telling whether
he would be condemned to death. So for him, “life” meant imprisonment. And “death” would mean
ultimate freedom, released not only from chains but the bonds of earthly existence.
He was hopeful, for in 1:19 he expects things to turn out for his “deliverance” through their prayers and
the help of the Holy Spirit. He’s depending on their prayers as the driver of the Holy Spirit’s work. Could it
be that YOUR PRAYERS make the difference for believers experiencing trials? This should spur you to
earnest prayer on behalf of others.
Paul’s confidence echoes his declaration in 1:6 that “God who began a good work…will bring it to
completion.” Paul intentionally, consciously, purposefully trusts in God’s plan even as he commits
himself, mind and body and soul and will, to the Lord.
Because in 1:20 Paul spells out what’s at stake: honoring Christ. Whether he lived or died, Paul wanted
Christ to be “magnified” in his body. Now! Paul’s testimony wasn’t showing a wallet-sized photo of Christ,
it was a full life-sized representation. Christ “made large” through Paul, regardless of circumstances.
Then he declares in 1:21 “for to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” YOU might not be in chains
today because of your faith in Jesus Christ. So you might not think you’re facing a life or death dilemma
right now like Paul did. But you’d be wrong.
If you are a Christian, like Paul, your union with Christ is not some mere spiritual sentimentality, it is your
REAL LIFE. So to go on living is all about being IN Christ, even during persecution. But to die will be
gain, because you will then be WITH Christ in heaven. What could be better?
What a choice! In the next verses 22-25, Paul readily admits that HIS desire is to depart and be with
Christ. He is an old tentmaker, and the word “depart” pictures putting away a tent. He wants to be done
with his pilgrim campground existence.
But if he remains alive on earth, it means fruitful labor for the Gospel. Others would benefit from his life.
He weighs the consequences, makes his decision. Because it is “more necessary on your account,”
Paul decides in favor of continued persecution, so he can continue to proclaim the Gospel. What a man!
Putting the best interests of others ahead of his own! (2:4). Invest now, gain later.
The result? “Ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus.” That’s good news, because all this can be true of
your life too, if YOU live with the mind of Christ.
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NO MATTER WHAT
As you read through the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians, remember his situation. Falsely accused
and imprisoned in Jerusalem. A Roman citizen, he appealed to Caesar. After an extraordinary voyage,
miracles including surviving a shipwreck, Paul is now in Rome, under guard.
A prisoner was responsible for his own living expenses, including food and accommodations. Paul wrote
the Philippians because they prayed for him and provided financial means. Scripture commands believers
to minister to those in prison. Through groups like www.persecution.com and www.prisonfellowship.org
you can make a big difference in many lives.
But just because Paul was in chains doesn’t mean the Gospel was. We should take his same perspective.
No matter your circumstances, God has prepared you for THIS moment of your life, to be His witness.
Your REAL LIFE is not about personal pursuits or worldly wealth, but rather to represent Christ to others.
Paul says in Philippians 1:12-21 that all these things REALLY happened to advance the Gospel. Read all
about his adventures in Acts 20-26. The hardship and shame of his imprisonment resulted in numerous
and even unprecedented opportunities to preach the Gospel to the powerful people of his day, including
kings and officials, just as Christ had promised.
Meanwhile, the whole imperial “praetorian” troop knew he was imprisoned for the sake of Christ. Likely
every Roman soldier aspired to become part of this elite palace guard of 9,000 men. You think you’re
“chained” to your daily duties in life? Paul was chained 24/7. As the guards rotated their duty, each one
would soon discover the uniqueness of this prisoner. They would hear every conversation, prayer, hymn,
and Scripture Paul shared with believers attending his needs.
Paul both preached and LIVED the Gospel in front of them. Word spread. Paul was not a ruffian or whitecollar criminal. Educated, cultured, well traveled, Paul was one of the most intellectually accomplished
men of his day. Now in chains, Paul cared about the guards, even as he was cared for by his friends. His
personal liberty was impinged, but he doesn’t dwell on chains and discomfort. He proclaims Christ.
Verse 14 says all this emboldened most of the believers in Rome to speak the word of the Lord “without
fear.” Persecution does that. Rather than squash the church, people live out the reality of the Gospel and
become stronger. Christ is worth suffering for. The people were not just in the pews, but actively
proclaiming Christ in public. Are you among them today? Christ promises confidence, courage, and
competence to do so! He speaks clearly to hearts and minds, even through your faltering words.
However, some believers in Rome took a different tack. They preached Christ, but they were careful to
distance themselves from Paul. They didn’t want to be identified with someone so controversial. Even
today, we have outspoken controversial people speaking out for Christ. You may or may not go along
with their methods, but if they are preaching the message of Christ, how should you respond?
Paul said “What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in
that I rejoice.” Will you take Paul’s attitude? No matter their motive, pray for God to truly speak His
message through them! No matter how Christ is proclaimed, rejoice when people hear the Good News
about Christ, because that can REALLY change their lives !
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PRAY TELL ?
We noted last time how the letter of the Apostle Paul to the Philippians is much more than a missionary
thank-you for their support.
As a minister of the Word of God, he so also teaches and encourages them. By application, he also
teaches and encourages YOU as you read his words today.
The Philippians were not only converts to Christ, but in verses 5-6 he considers them “partners” in the
Gospel, who together with him would receive the completion of the good work God had started in them.
In Philippians 1:8 he refers to them as fellow “partakers” of grace. They received God’s undeserved favor
as repentant sinners, and had come to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, with His forgiveness and
new life. Paul shares the Lord’s affection for them, regardless of their circumstances.
Such love will never be deserved, and that’s the point of Christ’s love for us, which we are to pass on to
others.
Rather than wallow in the discomfort of his unjust imprisonment, Paul purposely focuses on the needs of
the Philippians. He tells them how he prays for them with JOY. And that acrostic shows you how to
experience j-o-y – by putting Jesus first, Others second, and Yourself last.
Then in verses 9-11 the Apostle demonstrates what our affection and partnership should look like in
terms of how we PRAY for one another. “Pray” simply means ask or appeal to. So when you pray, you
use verbs, nouns, adjectives, adverbs and prepositions in order to express what you ask.
Paul spells out a real life prayer for them: “that your love may abound more and more.” This love is not
lovey-dovey feelings, but real life love. The Greek is “agape” which means self-sacrificing love, the kind of
love God shows for everyone who is saved by believing in Jesus Christ.
Paul specifies this abounding love would grow and increase “with knowledge and all discernment.”
Putting the interests of others ahead of your own not only brings joy, it lives out love. You do that first by
knowing more about God, then by caring more about the people around you.
Jesus Himself told us “Love the LORD Your God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength, and
your neighbor as yourself.”
He goes on in verse 10 to ask “that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ.” Loving God results in loving others, so you do and say wise and
helpful things that encourage them to trust Christ and grow in Him the same way you are.
Your life reflects Christ as fulfill your purpose on earth so that others also come to know Jesus, who will
also receive the completion of the good work begun in them by God Himself (v 6).
All this comes by reading God’s Word, the Bible, believing it, and living it. It’s in the Bible where you learn
about God’s eternal holy character, His never-ending lovingkindness, and your need of His gracious
provision of His only Son as your Lord and Savior.
It’s in God’s Word that you learn how to receive His grace, then live it out as Christ’s new life overflows
through yours to the people around you.
Pray tell, will YOU do that today?
Read God’s Word. Believe it. Live it out.
And pray it into someone else’s life, as you share with them the Good News about new life in Christ.
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God’s Good Work
Need some encouragement for the new year? Read the letter to the Philippian church. Full of heartfelt joy
and inspiration, it affirms many basic truths for believers that will keep you going.
The apostle Paul wrote it from a Roman jail about 61 AD, some 10 years after establishing at Philippi the
the first Christian church in Europe. With the impending threat of losing his life, Paul points his dear
friends to what is most important to remember and to do. And he reminds them what God will do, in them,
for them, and through them.
He also emphasizes genuine affection for them. Philippians 1:3 says, “I thank my God in ALL my
remembrance of you, ALWAYS in EVERY prayer of mine for you ALL, making my prayer with joy.”
He explains why the Philippians are so dear to him in verse 5, “because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now.”
Acts 16 records the Philippian story. First, Lydia and her household received Jesus as Lord and Savior.
Then Paul and Silas were imprisoned for delivering a slave girl from a demon. Then the Philippian jailer
asked the crucial question, “what must I do to be saved?” and his response to “believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ” led to the conversion of his entire household.
This was the birth of a new church, and the beginning of a great relationship. In Philippians 4:16, Paul
says only the Philippian church entered into partnership with him in “giving and receiving.” The word
partnership is translated from the Greek koinonia which is also often translated “fellowship.” It carries the
meaning of two fellows in a ship – a joint investment in something bigger than both partners.
The occasion for Paul writing this letter was to thank the Philippians. Not only for 10 years of partnership,
but also for a recent gift, as part of their ongoing support of his ministry and his sufferings for the gospel.
But it’s much more than a missionary support letter, as Paul encourages the Philippians to continue to
trust and obey the Lord.
In Philippians 1:6 Paul says, “And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring
it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” What a great verse to memorize! New life in Christ is
grounded in the reality that God is both the beginning and end of it all, through the supernatural work of
the Holy Spirit. Lydia and the jailer and their households could all testify they were “born again from
above” as the Holy Spirit opened their hearts and minds to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
New life in Christ will grow as believers send their roots down deep into the Lord. This will result in
bearing the Lord’s fruit. If there’s root, there will be fruit. You energize that growth by reading the Bible
each day – receiving your necessary daily intake of spiritual nourishment from God’s Word. This also
displaces the lies of the world, the flesh, and the devil, replacing them with God’s truth. This empowers
you to live out the good work God has begun in you, as you rely on the Holy Spirit’s power.
The apostle Paul reminds us the gospel is all about what Jesus Christ HAS done for you, and what He IS
doing for you even now today, and what He WILL do tomorrow and in the future, as He works out His
plan and purpose for your life, and for the Church, and for His creation.
That’s good news for “real life” – as you, like the Philippians, become living proof of the transforming
power of Jesus. It’s directly related to how you put God’s Word to work in your daily life. So keep on
reading your Bible, trusting and obeying, as the Lord’s power in your life makes you more and more like
Him.

As you look back on your new life in Christ, you can see how you’ve grown because of the Holy Spirit’s
power in your life. It’s directly related to how you put the Bible to work in your daily living. And this will
encourage you to trust and obey, as the Lord continues and completes His good work in you, for you, and
through you.
That’s good news for “real life” – as you are living proof of the transforming power of the gospel. So keep
on reading your Bible, trusting in the Lord’s power in your life to make you more and more like Him.

This is a great verse to memorize – becuz it grounds new life in Christ with the reality that GOD started
that new life = all who are in Christ have been born again from above by the supernatural regenerating
power of the Holy Spirit = Acts 16 records this truth and Paul knows the Philippians have never forgotten
it = but he affirms to them here
if their roots are truly in Christ then their lives will surely bear His fruit…& if your roots are truly in Christ
then U will get your daily intake of nourishment from Christ – and how do U do that ??? reading your
Bible… by putting God’s Word of truth into your hearts and minds and souls and living it out by His
power… so that U replace the lies of the world the flesh & the devil with the truths of God’s Word & that
empowers U to work out that good work that God has begun in U.
5 January 2014 – Riverside Church – Rev. Grant Mangold
God’s Good Work – Philippians 1:1-11 – partnership in the gospel
RECORD – So are you having a Happy New Year ??? other than the frigid weather…??? Did you hear?
Duck Commander Phil Robertson said the other day nothing makes him happier then to aim a shotgun at
a mallard duck & blow its head clean off… nothing that is except, as he’s said many times “knowing Jesus
makes me happy, happy, happy.”
We begin today a new sermon series – not so much about happy happy happy as it is about J-O-Y… we
seem to think ab’t happiness in terms of things that make us feel good, but JOY is an inner broader deep
and abiding reality regardless of or in spite of our circumstances, because of our focus and vision in the
LJC Himself… & that’s a fact, Jack !
and that’s what we find in the apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians, written from a jail in Rome about AD
61, about 10 years after establishing the church in Philippi… and he’s writing to thank them for their
ongoing support in his trials and ministry – but in many ways what Paul writes is much more than a
“missionary support letter” =
Paul encourages the Philippians to live out real life in Christ, who sets them free from sin & self, so they
can experience His life overflowing thru theirs – & the application of his message TODAY means WE are
being encouraged to live out “real life” in Christ… day by day…
chapter 1 verse 1 begins: (from) Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in
Christ Jesus who are at Philippi,
with the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Timothy joined Paul just before the team went to Philippi, where they established the first church in
Europe – you can read about in Acts 16.
So it is with deep personal emotion that Paul blesses his readers…
v 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always
in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy
Every time God brings the Philippians to mind, and every time they have remembered him, Paul thanks
God for them… with JOY,
and as we read and study this letter we’ll understand more about the reality of the joy of the gospel which
continues to triumph in his life and theirs = and the Apostle explains it explicity in verse 5 because
of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.
do you remember how the church started in Philippi ? Acts 16 recounts how God opened the heart of

Lydia & her household to believe in Christ… and how Paul & Silas were thrown in jail for casting a demon
out of a slave girl… and how the Philippian jailer and his household came to believe in Jesus as Lord &
Savior = a new church !
now Paul is again in jail & they have continued to encourage him !
and that word partnership in the Greek is “koinonia” – and how is that most often translated ? =
“fellowship”
…and we tend to mis-understand that word today… we speak of “fellowship” over a cup
of coffee or in a shared pleasant experience together… if you attend church from 9:15 to 10:30 you “went
to church” or “worshiped” but if you stay 10:30 to 11:15 you “fellowshipped” with the saints... yes, but
it’s more than that – it carries the meaning of two fellows in a ship –
a partnership – two people owning a ship together, investing their lives together in something bigger than
themselves = partnership
and we use the same expression when we refer to our relationship with each of the missionaries that we
support… and this month especially our missionaries of the month, Nelton & Bethany Noriega, with
Genesis Church in Iquitos, Peru – and it is right for us to do this –
because YOU ALL, WE, RIVERSIDE CHURCH, have made it possible for them to exist and to thrive in
difficult situations – they were just a few people meeting in a house until they came and shared their
vision with you, and you in turn shared their vision, and invested in them, as partners, in fellowship, in
partnership, investing time and prayer and finances = & in a few weeks we’re going to invest in their lives
more personally by sending a mission team to Genesis Church…
and it is our prayer that EACH OF US at Riverside will think of the people in Genesis Church in the same
way Paul does the Philippians,
praying for them with JOY because of their partnership in the Gospel – in Philippians 4:16 he reminds
them that they were the 1 church who entered into partnership with him in giving and receiving, and
thanks be to God how He has led US into the same relationship with PERU !
& Paul says in v 6 And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
This is a great verse to memorize – becuz it grounds new life in Christ with the reality that GOD started
that new life = all who are in Christ have been born again from above by the supernatural regenerating
power of the Holy Spirit = Acts 16 records this truth and Paul knows the Philippians have never forgotten
it = but he affirms to them here
if their roots are truly in Christ then their lives will surely bear His fruit…& if your roots are truly in Christ
then U will get your daily intake of nourishment from Christ – and how do U do that ??? reading your
Bible… by putting God’s Word of truth into your hearts and minds and souls and living it out by His
power… so that U replace the lies of the world the flesh & the devil with the truths of God’s Word & that
empowers U to work out that good work that God has begun in U.
In your mailboxes today you have some handouts to help you choose a Bible reading plan to read the
entire Bible through in 2014… = options, one has you reading both from the OT and the NT each day,
skipping Sundays… one has you reading CHRONOLOGICALLY through the Bible… one has you reading
from a different part of the Bible each day of each week = anyway you choose, your spiritual life will grow
exponentially from a daily intake of God’s word – NOTE = this Bible reading is not your devotions, so you
want to read very quickly, and not let yourself get bogged down with cross-references etc – your purpose
is to gain an overview perspective of what the Bible is about and THAT context is what will add new
dimension to your devotions.
v 6 = all part of the Gospel that Paul has just appealed to = new life in Christ is all about what God HAS
done for U, and what He IS doing even now today for U, and what He WILL do tomorrow and in the future
as He works out His plan and purpose for your life and for the Church & for His creation, until Christ
comes ! ….Paul goes on in v 7

It is right for me to feel this way about you all becuz I hold you in my heart, for you are
all partakers w.me of grace, both in my imprison- ment and in the defense and confirmation of
the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.
not only are they partners in the gospel, but partakers of GRACE

= God’s unmerited favor… His blessings poured out on undeserving people like you and me and
Paul and the Philippians… that’s the affection of Christ = we will NEVER DESERVE IT = and
so we also should love one another in Christ, including the people in this room, and the people of
Genesis Church, with this same affection…
notice this grace & affection & joy occurs regardless of circumstances! Paul was in prison in
Philippi & now he’s in a Roman jail… in that culture a cause for great shame – but the
Philippians supported him = & none of this trial stops Paul from proclaiming the Gospel = true
abiding enduring JOY in Christ in spite of his circumstances…
you’ve heard how JOY is described as J-O-Y = Jesus first, others 2nd, and yourself last = and we
see that right here in Philippians, and then
Paul gives us a demonstration of what our affection and partnership in the Gospel should look
like in terms of how we pray for one another
v 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the
day of Christ,
Notice that Paul didn’t say “I’m praying for you!” = he told them exactly what he was praying…
remember, that word “PRAY” just means “ask” or “appeal to” and it must be qualified and
modified with adverbs and adjectives and verbs and nouns = specific things that you are praying
for ! = what you are asking ALMIGHTY GOD to do !
And Paul spells it out here = a real life prayer for their real lives =
FIRST = v9 = that your LOVE may abound more and more
love for what or for whom ? first, for God, and second for others = Jesus said “Love the LORD
your God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength, and your neighbor as yourself”…
growing and abounding love for God will always result in growing and abounding love for
others, and Paul asks for all that…
next v9 = with knowledge and all discernment - not “lovey dovey feelings” for God & others,
but “real life” love, agape love… self-sacrificing love, intentionally putting the best interests of
others ahead of your own… how do YOU do that?= the more you KNOW about God the more
you will love Him - & others, & you’ll gain this under-standing by reading your Bibles every day,
equipping you to show & tell others the love of Christ = what you learn about real life in Him
he explains in v 10 so that you may approve what is excellent,
= so you will do and say wise and helpful things that encourage others to come to Christ & to
grow in Him in the same way you are growing
v10 continues = and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,
as God completes His good work in you, that you will do what is best for those you are here to
minister to, believers and unbelievers, with
all the good things of the Gospel… that’s your purpose on earth…
Paul asks for your obedience to the gospel ! becuz eternity is at stake Writing from prison, in the
back of his mind is the very real possibility he could soon lose his life. This could be his last time
to encourage them, so he points his dear friends to what is most important to remember & do =
and to what God will do in them & thru them =
that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion
so your continuing obedience to Christ is a demonstration of how U are growing in God’s
grace… and specifically = verse 11 = filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. = what a beautiful uplifting encouraging

challenging prayer = that you will be so obedient to growing in Christ that U will be filled with
HIS fruit… not that U will have a great reputation for being a nice person or an upstanding
member of the community or a pillar of the church… but more & more like Christ !
“fruit of righteousness” is what comes thru receiving Jesus Christ…
your sins are paid for by His blood on the cross, and U receive His pardon & forgiveness and are
born again with His new life lived out thru yours and so your roots are in Christ & AS U GROW
you bear His fruit in your lives, the fruit of the Spirit thru the power of the Spirit – which results
in the glory & praise of almighty God forever & ever !
that’s God’s good work - & how He promises to bring it to completion
as you trust & obey Him… SO = how are U growing ???
= will you commit today to reading your Bible each day ?
= will you commit today to specific prayers as modeled in Scripture ?
= for the truth of God’s Word to be lived out in your life and the lives of the people you pray for
= because all this has both a temporal and an ultimate purpose = to make U more like Christ here
on earth, and to make U more like Christ for all eternity = all to His praise & glory !
have you ever prayed this prayer in 9-11 for yourself ? for anyone else ?
will YOU pray this prayer - v9 - right now for the person next to you ?
PRAYER
Almighty God and Father, we come to you in Jesus name as we thank you for all that you are…
full of grace & truth & forgiveness & full of power to change lives through regeneration &
sanctification… thru Jesus Christ your Son… and in His grace we thank you that You who began
Your good work in us WILL bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ’s return – as we
trust & obey – and so we commit to read your Word each day this year, and to pray specifically
not only for ourselves but also for our fellow partners in the gospel and partakers of your grace,
specifically… & I ask now for the person next to me, whom I name before you now = I pray that
his/her love may abound more & more, with knowledge and all discernment… so that he/she
may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ… & be filled
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of You, O
God…
and as we bring you our tithes & offerings we ask that through us,
You will provide for the life-changing good news to go forth in our community and around the
world, to the everlasting praise of Jesus Christ our Lord & Savior, in whose powerful Name we
pray, Amen !
BENEDICTION – Phil 1:9-11 – may your love may abound more and more, with knowledge
and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. in the name of F-S-S
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Simeon’s Song
What would CHRISTmas be without songs? That’s one of the most recognizable essentials of our
celebration of Christ’s birth.
Angels greeted His birth by singing “peace on earth, good will toward mankind.” Mary sang “My soul
magnifies the LORD, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” Scripture also records the verbal
responses of Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, shepherds, wise men, and kings.
At CHRISTmas, four thousand years of promises are being fulfilled. Four hundred years of silence are
broken. With each announcement about Jesus, God had once again spoken. The long wait is over.
Luke 2:22 records a remarkable event which celebrates fulfillment of long-awaited prophecies: Simeon’s
song. Forty days after His birth, Jesus was taken to the temple in Jerusalem for a dedication ceremony.
By God’s divine appointment, He is met by the elderly man Simeon, described as righteous and devout,
filled with the Holy Spirit, and waiting for God’s promises. God had revealed to Simeon that he would not
die until he had seen Christ, the promised Messiah.
Simeon takes Jesus in his arms and says “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,
according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.”
With the coming of Christ, Simeon’s life mission was now complete. God’s promised salvation was being
manifest for both Jews and Gentiles. The people who walked in darkness were seeing God’s great light,
which can never be extinguished.
Remarkably, that light shined through a lowly infant. The divine Son of God, our Creator, left the realms of
eternal heavenly glory to come to His creation in the flesh, as the perfect Son of Man. He is the “true light”
coming into the world to enlighten all who will receive Him.
Then, God had arranged another divine appointment: Anna’s anthem. Anna lived at the temple, praying
and fasting, and is presented as the first prophetess in the New Testament. She was perhaps 105 years
old, likely married at 14, widowed at 21, serving the Lord her next 84 years. When she saw Jesus, she
gave thanks to God and spoke of Him to all who were waiting for God’s redemption.
Mary and Joseph marveled at all this. They couldn’t quite understand everything about these enigmatic
words. But Mary treasured them up in her heart. Later Scripture records how she saw these words fulfilled
in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
So, what’s your song about Jesus? The CHRISTmas story gives several candid snapshots of people
responding to the Savior. Including two elderly people who invested their lives telling others about Jesus.
And whether you too are young or old, the crucial question is how YOU receive Jesus Christ.
Someone has said “The shepherds found Christ because their hearts were willing to seek afar; the wise
men found Christ because their hearts followed a star; and we can find Christ because He comes to us,
where we are.”
Jesus is unlike any other person who has ever lived. You cannot ignore Him. His life compels your
response: reject Him, or receive Him. The consequences are eternal.
Christ has come. He gives new life to all who do. Put your trust in Him today, and you too will come to
know His purpose for your life, and experience His power to live it, for Him. Like Simeon and Anna, you
will want to tell everyone around you the good news about Jesus. And that’s a song worth singing!

PASTORS COLUMN – 2013.12.24

– Sioux Rapids Bulletin-Press

- Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com
Hay, Jesus !
Almost sounds like an all-American family today. Single mom. Adoptive father. Poor, but happy.
Respectable people looked down on them. Recently married, it was a godsend to get away from
Nazareth. Mary was with child. Joseph wasn’t the father. Tongues wagged. Two good reputations shot to
pieces by an unplanned pregnancy. Saying it was God’s will didn’t seem to help much. The gospel of
Luke chapter 2 tells the story.
Rome had issued an imperial decree. A census. Joseph was a descendant of King David, so he had to
return to his ancestral home, Bethlehem. It would be a long and difficult journey any time. But Mary was
pregnant. Would they make it before she was due? They had no choice.
After they arrived, an emergency. No hospital. No 911. No room in the inn. Too many people in a little
town. Yet another reminder of the oppressive Roman occupation. Durned Romans. Durned census. No
room! Would she give birth in the street? Finally – a shepherd’s manger. Just a stinking cave, but at least
they weren’t out in the open. Shelter. Maybe a little hay. Humble.
You wouldn’t have thought it would be like this. After all, this baby had been announced by angels. He
was to be the Son of God – the promised Messiah, the Savior, Christ the King who was to come fulfill
ancient prophecies about the eternal throne and kingdom without end.
And what was that guy Herod doing in the grand royal palace of Herodion, looming above the little town of
Bethlehem? Just Caesar’s pawn, Herod wasn’t even Jewish. And now Jesus, king of the Jews, was being
born in the hay of a humble manger. Herod the Great builder would be forgotten, and Jesus would
become the King of all Kings, building with living stones an eternal dwelling of God in His people.
Name him Jesus, said the angel to Mary in Luke 1, because “He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give to him the throne of His forefather David, and of His kingdom there
will be no end.”
Name him Jesus, said the angel to Joseph in Matthew 1, because “He will save His people from their
sins.” Jesus may have been born in sin but he was without sin. His birth was out-of-wedlock, but he was
born without sin because he was conceived by the Holy Spirit of the Most High God.
His name means “Jehovah saves.” Born for the purpose of saving His people from their sins, Jesus was
the perfect sacrifice for sin, to fulfill thousands of years of prophecy, promises, expecting.
Christmas is the utmost in irony. The exalted creator came to his lowly creation. Like one of them, in a
humble cradle. Born to be king, he lived to die. On a cross, the most heinous of deaths. And all this to
inherit the eternal crown of glory -- by raising from the dead, to give new life to all who believe in Him.
John 1 says “He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him,
who believed in His name, He gave the right and authority to become children of God, who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.”
Conceived of the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ became flesh and dwelt among us, so that all who receive Him
and believe in Him are likewise born of the Holy Spirit. Saved from their sins. Given His righteousness.
Inheriting eternal life.
Receive God’s gift, and be turned away from sin and self. Be turned to Him, with healing from your past,
your hurts, your habits, and your hangups. With new hearts, born again from above.
Finally, in Jesus, God turns all the bad news into good news. Creator to Cradle to Cross to Crown. Hay,
Jesus! Merry Christmas!
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Joseph’s Jitters
Life was good for Joseph. Regular guy. Hard worker. Builder. Respected in his community. Engaged to
be married to Mary. He had finally found the wonderful girl of his dreams.
But Joseph had a severe case of pre-wedding jitters. Because one night his whole world changed. A
nightmare? No, it was an angel from God. Matthew 1:18-25 tells the story.
Mary had already told him the news. “Good news” she said. But it was bad news. Mary was going to have
a baby. And Joseph was not the father. That would have been bad enough, because having a child out of
wedlock was just not something godly people do.
Mary said the Holy Spirit was the father. Right. We’re talking God, here, so certainly it’s possible. But who
would believe it? Hardly anyone. Wink wink.
And Joseph was righteous and just. He was not the father. If he said nothing, and married the girl, he
would lose his good reputation too. Everyone would think he had been immoral. Not true! No way! He just
wouldn’t do that. Neither would Mary. But clearly, she was with child. He wanted to believe her. Either
way, something had to be done.
Joseph had decided to divorce her, to break off the engagement. Quietly, without fuss, without bringing
any formal charges against Mary. Just let her go. That seemed the best way out of a bad situation.
But now God was speaking to him. Through an angel, the same way He had spoken to Mary. “Joseph,
son of David,” he said. Quite a salutation. Joseph was a distant descendant of David, the once-king of the
nation, who had been promised an eternal throne. For thousands of years his people were expecting God
to make good on His promise of a Savior, the Messiah, the Christ, who would come in David’s line, to set
everything right and fulfill all God’s promises.
“Do not fear to take Mary as your wife,” the angel said, “because the baby conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit.” That’s just what Mary said! And now God was confirming this to Joseph.
He knew the Old Testament prophecies, including Isaiah 7:14 “behold the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son.” And that’s what the angel was saying “She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus.”
Joseph knew that name means “Jehovah saves.” Another reminder of God’s promises.
Then the angel said this son “will save His people from their sins.” There it was again – God’s Word. The
prophecies. The promises. The good news of Christ, the Savior!
Joseph’s jitters had to end. Decision time. He couldn’t ride the fence. He had to do what was right. Not
just for himself, not just for Mary, but in obedience to God Himself. No matter the bad news for them, this
was good news for God’s people!
Matthew 1:24 records the result: “When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him.” Hallelujah! Way to go, Joseph! “He took his wife, but knew her not until she had given
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.”
And that’s why we celebrate “Merry Christmas” – because Joseph and Mary chose to trust God instead of
just their own thoughts and emotions. To let God be bigger than their humble circumstances. To let God
turn bad news into good news.
That’s the good news about Jesus – and He’s asking YOU to trust Him today too. Will you?
-30-
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Mary Christmas
We say it so glibly. “Merry Christmas!” And well we should, for Christmas certainly gives us much to be
merry about – even if we’re not feeling happy happy happy all the time.
Mary should know. She got the shock of her life when the angel Gabriel appeared. He had good news for
mankind, but it seemed like bad news for Mary. Let’s listen to their conversation.
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” the angel said in Luke 1:28. This was a really big deal,
because the Lord had not spoken personally to His people in some 400 years, since the prophet Malachi.
Angels are fearsome beings, even when they bring good news. This was Gabriel, who stands in the
presence of God in heaven. He told Mary not to be afraid, for she had found favor with God. Wow!
But then he said words that most assuredly would make a godly young unmarried woman afraid. “You will
conceive in your womb and you will bear a son.” Mary’s mind must have reeled with conflicting thoughts
and emotions.
After all, she was “betrothed” to Joseph, a nice young man in her village of Nazareth. The rules were very
strict. Betrothal was an unbreakable engagement. They were as good as married, and could not live
together. They especially were expected to avoid even a hint of immorality. They were pure.
All of a sudden God tells righteous Mary she’s going to have a baby. Out of wedlock. This is supposed to
be good news? Joseph, a righteous man, would most likely divorce her. She would live in shame the rest
of her life, with little hope of ever getting married. Who would help such a single mother?
The angel was still speaking, “and you shall call his name Jesus (“Jehovah saves”). He will be great and
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give to Him the throne of his forefather David, and of
His kingdom there will be no end.”
Mary recognized familiar words and promises from the Bible. Four thousand years her people had been
waiting for God to fulfill His promise of a Savior, the coming Messiah who was to make everything right
and glorify God for keeping all His promises.
Her mind raced with amazement and wonder. But wait, back to reality! “How can this be,” she said, “since
I am a virgin?” Good question. Mary was not immoral. She had not known a man and did not intend to
until her wedding night with Joseph. But the angel spoke with a sense of immediacy.
His answer was as puzzling as comforting. Somehow, the baby was to be conceived not by man but “by
the power of the Holy Spirit,” because Mary was to bear the Son of God. Not only that, God provided
another witness to His power for such things, because Mary’s much older cousin Elizabeth, who had
been barren, was now with child.
“For nothing will be impossible with God,” the angel said. Amen! Faced with all this incredible news, what
could Mary do or say? She had options. But against all odds, she chose to believe what God said, no
matter what. How could she not trust God Himself?
“I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word,” she said. Some of the most beautiful
words in any language! Words of faith and trust and submission to God’s grace. Words of receiving God’s
gift of His son, Jesus.
The reason Christmas is merry is because Mary trusted in Christ. And this Christmas, I pray YOU will
respond to Jesus the same way Mary did…! Mary Christmas!
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THANKSgiving EveryDAY
What a wonderful tradition we have in Thanksgiving Day! This national observance came about because
of deliverance from a deadly drought in the New World -- and yet we too seem to face a drought of thanks
-giving in our land today.
We set aside one day a year, to thank Almighty God for His providential care in our lives. Psalm 107 says
it well: “O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.”
Early Spanish, French and English explorers and settlers had celebrated a day of thanksgiving in the
1500s and 1600s. But we think most of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock. They had fled to the New World in
1620 from England by way of Holland, out of concern for the spiritual well-being of their children, in order
to live by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
In 1621 the surviving half of their number celebrated God’s providence through an extremely difficult
winter. The Indians Samoset and Squanto and others had been invaluable. The Pilgrims invited the
neighboring Wampanoag Indians to a harvest feast – complete with turkey, shellfish, lobster, cornbread,
berries, venison and more. Ninety natives joined fifty pilgrims, and we’ve been celebrating in a similar way
ever since.
Psalm 107 also says “For the LORD satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul He fills with good
things.” The Pilgrims thanked God not only for food and shelter, but for the spiritual blessings that brought
them to America.
And we too should thank God for the Pilgrims, and other early settlers including the Puritans, for the
spiritual heritage that forms the foundation of our society today. Scholars say their American experience
demonstrates one of history’s most incredible cultural transformations. Through the Bible-teaching
ministry of their Cambridge-trained pastor, John Robinson, the Pilgrims put into practice the principles of
civil, economic and religious liberty revealed in the Bible, and merged them with hundreds of years of
English common law.
The merchants who chartered their voyage required a communal quasi-socialist approach. The Pilgrims
abandoned that in 1623 to form a thriving free-enterprise system based on Christian work-ethic principles
of responsibility and liberty. The guiding documents of their settlement, based on the Bible, formed the
basis of the charters and covenants of more than 80 neighboring colonies, and eventually of the
American experiment of independence and our consititutional republic. It was all modeled on the ancient
Hebrews and the polity of the New Testament church. They established Christian schools and colleges in
the first 200 years of the American experiment, making its citizens the most literate on earth.
All because the Pilgrims understood and lived out the truths of God’s Word, the Bible. Psalm 107 says
“Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; let them consider the steadfast love of the LORD.”
Indeed. Let us give thanks for the spiritual heritage of our forefathers. Let us give thanks for their faith in
God which propelled them over dangerous seas to the new world. Let us give thanks for their reliance on
God in their daily lives. Let us give thanks for what we can learn from their lives and their heritage. Let us
give thanks for the liberties that we prize and the rights that we must maintain – all because a small band
of believers trusted the God of the Bible above all else.
And let us not give such thanks just one day a year – but every day of every year. Because the steadfast
love of the LORD endures forever !
-30-
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UPSTREAM OR DOWNSTREAM ?
This fall provided some beautiful weather for kayaking some of the smaller lakes of northwest Iowa. Did
you know lakes can have currents? Many are fed by creeks or springs. Sometimes the force of their
current can surprise you when you’re just floating along. It can even change your direction.
Then you have to make a decision. Are you going to just go with the flow? Or are you going to work
harder to go in the direction you intend to go, instead of wherever the current will take you ?
The same thing is true of the Christian life. Believers in Christ decide to follow Him – and this means
going against the current of the world. It’s a lot like paddling or swimming upstream – a lot of work ! But
it’s worth the work when you reach your destination.
Just floating downstream with the current is easy, and takes no effort at all. But going downstream carries
you along according to the whim of the current of the world, the flesh, and the devil. That’s not where
Christ wants you to go, and you are supposed to be following Him.
God gave us the book of 1 Peter in the Bible to provide ample encouragement for Christian believers as
we follow Christ and work out God’s purpose for our lives. 1 Peter 4:19 says “let those who suffer
according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.”
Peter has been talking about how Christians should expect trouble in their lives, because they’re following
Jesus, and going against the flow. It’s not going to be easy – but He promises us the inward strength of
the Holy Spirit to follow through on our determination to follow Him.
So while we paddle harder, we trust harder too – obeying His direction for our life and His call to follow
Him, against the flow, depending on His strength and grace.
We go against the flow of the world, which is all the outside forces in your life that pull you and beckon
you to give in to the culture and the peer pressure and the false promises of living for yourself instead of
God.
And we go against the flow of the flesh, which is how the Bible describes the inward forces of our being
that tempt us to give in to natural appetites and lusts instead of relying on God’s power within us to say
NO to sin and temptation.
And we go against the flow of the devil, who is the spiritual enemy of our souls, and who constantly twists
the truth to tempt us to stop depending on God and stop obeying the Bible and give in to what sounds
good to us instead.
Give in to any of those downstream currents and you’ll get farther and farther from following Jesus!
But give in to Jesus instead, and you’ll find that your trust in Him gives you strength to paddle upstream !
Because Jesus paid the penalty for your sins on the cross, He is our example in suffering and we can
expect to suffer too. But Jesus also broke the power of sin in His resurrection. His new life gives us new
life, and the power to say no to temptation and to say yes to doing His will, no matter how hard it is. So
He is our strength in suffering.
And there’s even more good news, because Jesus is our Savior from suffering. He promises to remove
even the presence of sin, when we reach our destination of spending eternity in heaven with Him. And
because Jesus reigns on high today, we can trust Him to be faithful to fulfill all of His promises to those
who trust Him.
That’s good news – and gives us much to be thankful for, as we keep on paddling for Him !
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12.12 – Mary Christmas
12.19 – Joseph’s Jitters
12.26 – Hay, Jesus!
01.02 – Simeon’s Song
01.09 – 1 Peter 5 – OR start into phillippians
when to finish 1 Peter ???
??? consider: presence, worship, sin, righteousness ???

Christ paid the PENALTY of sin – on the cross
He is our example in suffering – He suffered & so do we
Christ broke the POWER of sin – in His resurrection
He is our strength in suffering – now, today, come what may
and HE is our power against sin and suffering in this life…
as He gives us the power to say NO to temptation and to
bear up under whatever persecution or trials we face
Christ removes PRESENCE of sin – as He reigns on high
He is our Savior from suffering = in heaven forever – Amen!
and so we’re not surprised by painful trials in life – we expect them – and we expect Christ’s
presence and power and peace to be with us as we trust Him and go through them – by his grace
and for his glory
and that’s what we rejoice in and celebrate when we observe communion which we will do now
– join me in prayer as ushers and praise team come forward for communion =
because we have new life in Christ and we are being transformed, like living stones in the building Christ
is completing – the church is not a building, it is people – church is “ecclesia” his called-out-ones - we as
his people are the church – and here’s how we’re to be transformed:
The world

The Savior overcomes self, and the world, the flesh, and the devil.
Before Christ was in your life, you were actually being controlled by something else. You were either on
cruise control, responding to all the natural human passions within your being (the flesh) that try to run
your life. Or you were on remote control, responding to all the forces outside of your being (the world) that
try to run your life -- and the devil who simply tempts you by twisting the truth.

So when the current
let those who suffer according to God's will lentrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

Any dead fish can float with the current of the river. But
it takes life, strength and energy to go against the stream

and Peter himself clearly declared to the authorities who punished him that they would not stop
preaching the gospel – because they must obey God rather than men… the principles of liberty
come from the Bible – and our own national history is a testament to that fact president john quincy adams said “The Declaration of Independence
“laid the cornerstone of human government upon the first precepts
of Christianity. The first, and almost the only Book deserving of universal attention is the
BIBLE.”
America began on the principles of Scripture and generation after generation has lost those truths
– and we as believers are accountable to God and to the coming generations to be obedient to
Him –
that’s why its so important that we read and study the Bible in an intentional way so that we
grow in our understanding and our living
- that’s why our 1:1 bible study initiative is so important – talk to our elders about it & we’ll get
you plugged in with someone to study with
just one way that our mission to grow God’s family with overflowing good news about jesus
helps to transform the world – not only your life and your family and your church but the
community around you and the world around you – as you live in obedience to God’s Word
those of you who have been participating in our 10:45 fellowship and discussion with the dvds
from Marshall Foster know how history shows the amazing providence of God time and again in
the darkest times how His purpose prevails as God’s people trust Him – and even today on
Patriot Sunday we recall how it must begin with God’s people – 1 chron 7:14 – if my people who
are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and repent of their sins and turn away
from their wicked ways then I will hear from heaven & heal their land.
Peter seems to be following the same line of thought as he continues v17 For it is time for
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what
will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”
the term “household of God” in the OT refers to the temple – but now in the NT and for us today
– God dwells within His people – we are the living stones that are being lined up with Christ the
cornerstone and being built up to a living dwelling that glorifies God
and just like a builder smooths away the stones God is working on His people – and that’s part of
the divine purpose of suffering isn’t it – to make us more and more like the cornerstone, like
Christ…
Peter alludes to passages in Ezekiel and Malachi about judgment beginning with God’s house –
and the perspective there is about PURIFYING his people… not punishment but purification…
And that’s one of the themes of 1 Peter – from beginning to end – God purifies his people
through trials and persecutions and so we must expect them and be mindful of his divine and
good purpose from it
“scarcely saved” refers to the difficulties of this life, not improbabilties

the final judgment is coming and God is getting His poepole ready for eternity with Him becuase if God’s people need purifying – what will be the outcome for those who reject him and
disobey him ???
remember what the apostles told believers in the book of acts immediately after they were
persecuted to almost losing their lives =
strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying
that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God =
that’s the passage that just recently strengthed our sister church – genesis church in Iquitos peru
and we must not forget to pray for them and continue to support them in their work !
Colin Smith says - “We don’t belong to this fallen world but we do live in it, so we share in its
experience of sickness, loss, tragedy, disaster, and death. Faith in Jesus is not a strategy for
avoiding these trials. It is our strength in facing them.”
v 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful
Creator while doing good.
Peter closes this chapter with a stirring recap of the main message of his letter = we trust God IN
everything and FOR everything that occurs in our lives…
if we are obedient to Him we will have less trouble from ordinary problems of life – but we
should expect trouble for Christ’s sake
and so we entrust ourselves to Him – for time and eternity – for now as we live in the dot but for
the line that goes on forever !
Colin Smith says “A Christian is like a fish swimming upstream. You are going against the
currents of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Any dead fish can float with the current of the
river. But
it takes life, strength and energy to go against the stream.”
And that’s what Christ gives us – He is our life, our cornerstone, our strength, our purpose, our
savior and our Lord…
and the new life He gives us transforms us… BECAUSE…
Christ paid the PENALTY of sin – on the cross
He is our example in suffering – He suffered & so do we
Christ broke the POWER of sin – in His resurrection
He is our strength in suffering – now, today, come what may
and HE is our power against sin and suffering in this life…
as He gives us the power to say NO to temptation and to
bear up under whatever persecution or trials we face
Christ removes PRESENCE of sin – as He reigns on high
He is our Savior from suffering = in heaven forever – Amen!
and so we’re not surprised by painful trials in life – we expect them – and we expect Christ’s
presence and power and peace to be with us as we trust Him and go through them – by his grace
and for his glory

and that’s what we rejoice in and celebrate when we observe communion which we will do now
– join me in prayer as ushers and praise team come forward for communion =
because we have new life in Christ and we are being transformed, like living stones in the building Christ
is completing – the church is not a building, it is people – church is “ecclesia” his called-out-ones - we as
his people are the church – and here’s how we’re to be transformed:

and that’s why we study God’s word – because the spirit of God works the word of God so the people of
God become like the son of God – and that brings glory to Him through obedience and a transformed life
because we have new life in Christ and we are being transformed, like living stones in the building Christ
is completing – the church is not a building, it is people – church is “ecclesia” his called-out-ones - we as
his people are the church – and here’s how we’re to be transformed:

DO WITH 1 PETER 5:1-7 = “LEADERS” responsibilities of humble leaders…
DO A COLUMN ON THIS – past- present- future- oriented ((incline / recline / decline))
Future-oriented not past or present … vision-driven… community focused not congregation focused outward not inward - innovative … High-risk not low risk… faith-based decisions that move past
indecision and that depend on God to move mightily… Serving with our gifts not just because some has
to do it… Investing not just preserving with our giving… cultivating new leadership who are more
interested in the future than the past… and all of us working hard for conversion growth as we bring
people to Christ… all things our elders and each of you are praying and talking about together !
these are all marks of transformed people lined up with Christ as the cornerstone who are transforming
people around them… how are those marks showing up in your life ? in our leaders here who will lead us
making high-risk faith based decisions about our future – to fulfill the purpose that jesus Christ the lord of
the church has in mind for us
and as Peter ccontinues his thoughts about being self-controlled and sober-minded, he becomes very
practical in v 8-9 as he says “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a
multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.
the END is near, but we don’t stop working because of that, on the contrary we work even harder –
especially at loving one another, because love covers a multitude of sins – in th sense we are to over-look
& forgive sins between one another in Christ’s family the church.
hospitality and grumbling are very ordinary every-day ways we do that

and in v.11 peter declares a worshipful doxology as the context for his commands to be self-controlled &
to serve one another:
—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To Him belong glory
and dominion forever and ever. Amen!
having new life in Christ and being transformed by Him and being
self-controlled and sober-minded and serving one another is for the purpose of obeying and therefore
glorifying the LJC who is the head of the church… our creator and redeemer…who glorifies the eternal
godhead father son and spirit – to whom belongs glory and honor and power and dominion and authority
and praise for ever and ever, amen !
and that’s why the elders started the 1:1 discipleship initiative and we encourage each one here to
become involved with someone else in this – and I just finished one with Scott and he’s going to do it now
with someone else – and I am looking for someone else to partner with and grow with together in God’s
word…

because the time is urgent, the end is near and the time is short! as we
become “disciple-making disciples…” disciple-making disciples – followers who bring other followers
along to follow the Lord Jesus…
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COMPLEX PERSECUTION
Did you hear about the guy who told his friend, “I wouldn’t feel so paranoid if everyone wasn’t out to get
me.” Maybe you feel that way some days !
For Christian believers in much of the world, someone is out to get them. This month many churches
observed the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. You can get more information at
www.Persecution.com
Persecution afflicts Christians in some 55 countries of the world, 42 predominately Islamic. A Christian
martyr dies every 5 minutes. More than 200 million believers are in danger of life, liberty, and property –
simply for believing in Jesus or sharing the Bible message.
Most persecution occurs in “the 10-40 window” between approximately 10 degrees and 40 degrees
latitude north of the equator. That’s mostly Africa and Asia, where most Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists
live, regions with high concentrations of people unreached by the good news about Jesus.
1 Peter 4:14 says “if you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory
and of God rests upon you.” Peter says to make sure you don’t suffer as an evildoer, and don’t be
ashamed to suffer as a Christian, but to glorify God.
Maybe you’re thinking that’s easier said than done. Yet, YOUR life and possessions are not in immediate
danger of an anti-Christian rabble, are they?
In America, Christians are increasingly sidelined, ridiculed, and legislated against. Discrimination against
Christians seems to be the only sort allowed by the growing politically-correct crowd.
But fellow believers in other parts of the world would rightly be surprised and disappointed if you allowed
such relatively minimal pressure to silence your joyful sharing of the good news about Jesus.
Peter himself experienced imprisonment and beatings for preaching Jesus. His response to the
authorities was “we must obey God rather than men.”
Someone has well said “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” Christianity thrives under
persecution, and more people are coming to Christ today than at any other time in history, even in
countries where persecution is highest.
Perhaps more persecution will be needed in America for the church to become healthy and growing and
reaching out to a needy world.
Acts 14:22 tells us that in the midst of persecution, Christian leaders “strengthened the souls of the
disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must
enter the kingdom of God.”
Christians trust the Lord no matter what -- IN whatever happens to us and FOR every circumstance that
God in His providence brings into our lives. Your purpose on earth is not your own convenience or
comfort, but to communicate Christ, as His ambassadors of truth and grace.
Trusting Jesus is not some spiritual way of escaping the trials of the world. It IS your strength as you go
through troubles and tribulations.
Could it be that if you’re not experiencing some measure of persecution because you are living for Jesus,
that perhaps you’re not really speaking and acting in His name after all ?
-30-
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FIERY TRIALS
How’s your pain threshold today? Anybody asking for more pain ? – or for more meds to cover up pain ?
What trials and tribulations or persecutions and sufferings do you most fear ? – physical suffering ?
emotional ? mental ?
No one really likes suffering, do they – and we often go to great lengths to avoid it, or to explain away the
reasons and rewards – because often there just isn’t a pill you can take or procedure to endure for what
you’re going through…
Peter gives new perspective on the new reality of suffering in the Christian life. God has a purpose for
suffering – “purposeful suffering.” 1 Peter 4:12 says, “beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it
comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as
you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed.”
Remember that within a couple of years of Peter’s writing this letter, the Roman emperor Nero turned
Christians into human torches. It was difficult being a Christian in Peter’s day in the Roman Empire.
And Peter says “fiery” or “painful” trials are to be expected. Personal suffering and persecution test us in
the sense of purifying our faith. This is an echo of what Peter talked about in chapter 1, likening faith to
the process of refining gold by the purifying crucible of fire.
He reminds us that Christ suffered, and so those who follow Him should expect to suffer too – because
God has a purpose for it. That is an important consolation – because when we realize God has a purpose,
we know that He will also see us through those trials in order to accomplish His purpose.
Just as our salvation has a past, present, and future, so does God’s purpose in suffering. Just as Christ
suffered in the past to save us, we too will suffer in the present, since we are His followers. And in the
future, God’s purpose will be made clear as we are forever joined in the completeness of union with Him.
That’s what the apostle Peter has been telling us along in his first letter. The Christian life is all about
being transformed. Believers are joined to Christ just like living stones are lined up with the cornerstone.
He is building us for His purposes.
Christ suffered and we too should expect to suffer. Because we are in union with Christ, we are being
transformed to become more and more like Him – so ALL that we experience in this life is part of God’s
divine design and He has a purpose for every His providence of our lives.
Pastor and author Colin Smith puts it this way: “God’s Word helps us shape realistic expectations for
living by faith in this fallen world. False expectations lead to bitter disappointed. Painful trials in the
Christan life are not surprising or unusual. They are normal.”
The Bible spells it all out. There’s no hidden fine print. It doesn’t make grandiose promises about an idyllic
Christian life. Jesus promised that His followers too would take up His cross and follow Him and that we
will experience the mistreatment that He did.
The Bible also tells us over and over that we should rejoice in sufferings now, because we will in the end
when it all brings glory to God. As Hebrews 12 says, Jesus endured the cross for the joy that it would
bring. Even so, we can rejoice in our sufferings because it’s a prelude to the glory that is coming.
That’s good news – something we need when we’re going through trials.
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Follow that Disciple
The very practical letter of 1 Peter also includes very worshipful passages that encourage our personal
devotion to the Lord.
Peter’s admonitions to be self-controlled and to speak God’s truth and to serve one another lead right into
this doxology in 1 Peter 4:11 — “in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To
Him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen!”
Having new life in Christ and being transformed by Him and being self-controlled and sober-minded and
serving one another has a purpose – obeying and therefore glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the
head of the church, our Creator and Redeemer.
Here’s a great example of you can do that: “An African pastor was overwhelmed by rebels who
demanded that he renounce his faith. He refused. The night before they took his life, he wrote the
following lines on a scrap of paper:
“I am part of the ‘Fellowship of the Unashamed.’ I have Holy Spirit power. The die has been cast. I have
stepped over the line. The decision has been made. I am a disciple of His. I won't look back, let up, slow
down, back away, or be still. My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, and my future is secure.
I am finished and done with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams,
tame visions, mundane talking, chintzy giving, and dwarfed goals!
I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits, or popularity. I don't have to be
right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded. I now live by presence, learn by faith, love by
patience, lift by prayer, and labor by power.
My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions
few, my Guide reliable, my mission clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned
back, diluted, or delayed.
I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at a table of the
enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.
I won't give up, shut up, let up, or burn up till I've preached up, prayed up, paid up, stored up, and stayed
up for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus. I must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till all
know, and work till He stops.
And when He comes to get His own, He'll have no problems recognizing me. My colors will be clear.”
WOW! There’s a disciple to follow! What a great example – to make your own life a personal doxology
that brings praise and glory to our Lord and Savior.
-30GINNY – you can make paragraphs wherever you need them so the text formats and flows in the column
– would just need quote marks at the beginning of each
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Redeeming Time ?
We need reminders that this world is not all there is. Earthly life gives way to eternal existence, either with
the Savior or apart from Him, depending on whether you have received Him or rejected Him.
1 Peter 4:7 reminds us “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded.”
When we start focusing on earthly things instead of eternal things, not only does our perspective fail us,
so does our purpose for living. God wants us to be clear-headed. He wants us to keep His priorities as
first place in our lives.
Pastor and author Colin Smith says “It is all too easy for us to settle down into a predictable routine in
which church is part of our lives, organized for our convenience, and we forget why we are here! Our task
is great. Our time is short. The end is near!”
What an admonition to us – what a reminder of the urgency – what an encouragement to be diligent to
share the good news about Jesus with everyone around us.
How are you guilty of sorting out your life for your convenience, instead of for the purpose God has in
mind for you? Perhaps you’ve overlooked how God has specially equipped you for His kingdom purposes.
That’s what Peter reminds us in 1 Peter 4:10 – “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace.” He’s talking about “spiritual gifts” which are
supernatural abilities given to each person when they receive Christ as Savior and Lord. It’s part of the
indwelling and transforming ministry of the Holy Spirit, equipping us to serve Him together.
In verse 11 Peter refers to them as “speaking” gifts and “serving” gifts – “whoever speaks, as one who
speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies — in order
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.”
God has arranged so that in our walk (serving) and our talk (speaking) that we fulfill His purposes. When
we share God’s truth with others, we use the words of the Bible, the Scriptures, what God wrote down
that He wants us all to know. When we serve others, we do so by God’s power. Not only on Sunday
mornings or Wednesday evenings but every day, all day.
While He gives us breath we are to serve Him, not to fulfill our personal purposes, but His eternal
purposes. The time is short, the need is great. We’re engaged in a great struggle for the souls of men and
women and boys and girls.
The challenges are great, but the words of Winston Churchill are instructive: “Do not let us speak of
darker days but speak rather of sterner days.These are the greatest days our country has ever lived; and
we must all thank God that we have been allowed, each of us according to our stations, to play a part in
making these days memorable in the history of…the broader world…that lies beyond our struggles…We
have to win that world for our children. We have to win it by our sacrifices.”
The end is near. Our task is great. The time is short. How are you redeeming the time for Jesus ?
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CRUISE CONTROL ?
How would your life change today if you knew the end of the world was tomorrow? Or the end of your life?
Either way, it’s a sure thing that your earthly existence is going to end one day, you’re going to be judged,
and that will tell whether your eternity is better or bitter.
1 Peter 4:7 sends a well-timed reminder that the time that’s left is short. Eternity is on the way. Both
believers and unbelievers need to heed the warning.
For the unbeliever, it’s a call to be saved, to receive the gift of salvation offered by Jesus. This means
admitting you need a Savior, that there’s nothing you can do to save yourself. You give up the hopeless
idea that you could somehow be good enough to measure up against God’s holy perfection. It means
following God’s way instead of your way. Stubborn pride keeps most people from being saved.
If you are a Christian believer, you have already experienced the grace of God’s forgiveness and new life
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. You’ve responded to the good news by simply receiving God’s gift,
and you’ve been set free from the bondage of sin and self.
Peter calls believers to clear-minded living -- not to get saved, but because you are saved. Actually,
believers “have been saved” from the moment they trust in Christ. Believers “are being saved” as they live
out their earthly lives from the moment of their new birth. And believers “will be saved” finally and fully the
moment their earthly death ushers them into Christ’s presence.
Living a good life doesn’t earn you heaven, but it makes a difference as to how ready for heaven you will
be – and what sort of advertisement you are for the gospel, how you help bring others to Christ.
Don’t misunderstand – God isn’t telling you to straighten out your own life. He offers both the want to and
the how to, by the power of the Holy Spirit. That “new life” in Christ is real for the believer because the
Holy Spirit indwells all who trust in Jesus as Lord.
The Savior overcomes self, and the world, the flesh, and the devil.
Before Christ was in your life, you were actually being controlled by something else. You were either on
cruise control, responding to all the natural human passions within your being (the flesh) that try to run
your life. Or you were on remote control, responding to all the forces outside of your being (the world) that
try to run your life -- and the devil who simply tempts you by twisting the truth.
Peter says, be self-controlled. That is, your new self in Christ, so that you are Spirit-controlled. Turn off
self and turn on Christ.
The good news of the gospel means you no longer have to live according to selfish passions and forces,
because in Christ you have the power to say no to sin and yes to God. That’s “dying to self” so you now
live for Christ.
He gives you the transforming power of the Holy Spirit to empower your life, so that you fulfill God’s
purpose, speaking and serving so that others come to Christ.
Your task is great. The time is short. The end is near. What’s controlling you?
-30-
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JUDGMENT DAY ?
Are you ready for Judgment Day? Before you answer that, what is it, anyway?
People have lots of interesting ideas about “Judgment Day.” Not the movie by that title – but the final tally
of the right and wrong of mankind by the Creator, as explained in the Bible.
In fact, you want a judgment day. Because people are created in the image of God, you have a sense of
right and wrong. You intuitively know when things don’t seem fair. You get upset when wrong seems to
triumph. You want things to be set right.
Some people are tempted to take a vigilante approach and carry out that final judgment themselves.
Perhaps unbelievers do that in making judgments about believers, whose lives have changed so much
they have little left in common with people who live solely for their earthly existence, instead of eternity.
1 Peter 4 talks about judgment in very clear terms. He says (v7) “the end of all things is at hand.” In light
of eternity, it is right around the corner. Peter also says (v5) everyone “will give account to Him who is
ready to judge the living and the dead.” To God, your Creator, and your Judge.
God is not only ready to judge, He is able. He is the only one able to judge, because He created us. In the
final analysis, we are answerable to Him alone. That day is coming for the living, when Christ returns and
ushers in the consummation of creation, and for the dead when Christ returns and all are raised to face
final judgment.
Most people think they’re pretty good at making excuses and rationalizations for all they do and say and
think. Maybe you can fool or convince yourself or others, but God is perfectly holy and all-knowing. He
knows the intents of your heart as well as the consequences of your words and actions. You can’t escape
Him. That’s a very sobering prospect.
Most people think they’ll be judged in comparison to other people, and many people tend to think they’re
better than others. But the Bible says you’ll be judged by your own thoughts and words and deeds, in
comparison to God Himself, who is perfect. He’s the measure. And when you’re judged against perfection,
you’re far closer to Hitler, Stalin and Mao than you are to Christ.
Jesus has intercepted the timeline of human history before. We mark our calendars by His birth – when
the divine Son of God came to earth to be born as a human child, to live a perfect life and die a perfect
death and be raised to perfect life, so that all who trust in Him as Lord and Savior have new eternal life.
That’s the good news! The bad news is that Christ will soon intercept the timeline of human history again.
This time, all who reject Him as Lord and Savior will be found to not have new eternal life. They have
chosen their own condemnation. Scripture says “All have sinned and fall short of the perfect glory of God”
– but the freely given gift of God is salvation through Jesus Christ. God is not only Judge, but Savior!
All who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior will be judged as having been forgiven of their sins, because He
paid the penalty. And the good news is that the bad news can be overcome! You need not fear the final
judgment if you are saved by Christ!
So instead of denying a final judgment, or procrastinating doing something about it, not wanting to deal
with it, why not prepare for it? You can be ready this moment, simply by trusting in Jesus alone.
He will not only save you, He will transform you -- and that’s good news!
-30-
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WHAT’S YOUR URGENCY ?
What gives you a sense of urgency? A yellow light? Sale flyer? Deer stand? Pictures of grandkids? Pile of
bills?
The Apostle Peter relates some thoughts about the “urgency” of living for Christ in today’s world. He’s
given you a purpose, and there’s a limited time in which to serve Him.
In 1 Peter 4 he says believers should “arm yourselves with the same way of thinking” that Christ had. His
death on the cross paid the penalty for sins and His resurrection from the dead gives new life to all who
believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.
Because of this, Peter says it’s time to make a decisive break with sin. Remember back in 1 Peter 2 he
said Jesus bore our sins in His own body on the cross, so that you would “die to sin and live to
righteousness.” 1 Peter 4 says you can now live the rest of your life “no longer for human passions but for
the will of God.”
That’s a new way of thinking, and a new way of living. A night-and-day transformation of your reason for
living! Christ asks you to realize that following Him requires changes in your life. Not by your own power
but by relying on the power of the Holy Spirit who empowers all who trust in Jesus.
Think of cement blocks being placed to construct a building. You are like blocks being placed to line up
with the cornerstone, Christ, so that your life reflects His design and direction. You no longer exist as a
single block, but as part of what God is building. You now have a purpose beyond yourself.
That’s because you’re not just saved from something, but also for something. When you’re saved from sin,
you’re also saved to serve the Savior!
That’s the purpose of your new life in Him -- being transformed to become like Him. While you live on this
earth you are His representative, as He lives His life through you, in order to fulfill His purposes for you
and for the world He came to save.
Peter spells it out clearly when he says “for the time past suffices for doing what unbelievers want to do,
living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.” That’s pretty
much in-your-face, isn’t it.
He says you’ve spent enough time already pursuing self-serving natural appetites -- things that are the
opposite of self-control and of new life in Christ. You now have the power to say no to sin and yes to God.
But the Christian life isn’t just a matter of behavior, it begins with believing. Believing in Christ as Lord and
Savior starts an incredible spiritual change in your very inner being. That new way of thinking about
yourself -- as Christ’s representative, empowered by His Holy Spirit -- leads to a new way of living.
You now only have time to God’s will. You no longer have time to do what the world, the flesh, or the devil
want you to do. Those things belong to your old life, not your new life. Those are things of your past, not
your future.
And because your future on earth has a limited time, it’s time to quit listening to what the world, the flesh
and the devil say you should want, and start doing what God wants you to do.
And that’s good news – because God gives you both the purpose and the power!
-30-
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ALWAYS PREPARED
Why are you afraid to speak up for Christ? Fear? We live in a world of fearful things – cancer, terrorism,
teetering economy, civil turmoil, the list goes on. But knowing Christ makes it possible to live with
confidence in this uncertain world – because whether or not you suffer for your faith, you are here to help
others find new life in Christ.
That’s the message of 1 Peter 3:14-17 – and it’s good news for any believer who feels personally rejected,
st
oppressed by tyranny, exploited at work, or harassed at home. That was the lot of most 1 -century
st
followers of Christ. Not much has changed in the 21 century – especially for the 200 million persecuted
Christians in 55 countries today (42 of them Islamist).
Peter personally experienced imprisonment, beatings and more, but his words exude confidence: “Have
no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared
to make a defense (give an answer) to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet
do it with gentleness and respect.”
The reason? Christians are merely pilgrims on earth – but citizens of heaven, and ambassadors for our
Lord Jesus Christ. Even if you are falsely accused or mistreated, you are accountable to Him, and you
entrust yourself to Him, your Lord and Savior, for life and eternity.
Living for Christ will naturally result not only in persecution, but in questions. People want to know what
gives you hope in the face of trouble or despair.
As God speaks both visually and verbally to you – through His creation and through His scriptures, so you
must speak both visually and verbally for Him. Living out faith by your actions must be accompanied by
speaking out faith with your words. You must both show and tell the good news.
Many people say “but people will get the Christian message just from my actions.” No. Actions can always
be misinterpreted. Many non-Christians live good lives and are kind to others. But the issue isn’t behavior
– it’s whether or not people are saved by trusting in Christ who alone gives salvation.
Likewise, if you are always talking about Jesus, but living like the devil, who can believe your words? You
witness for Christ by both your walk and your talk. Both and. His truth transforms your thinking and your
living – and you must show and tell it by your whole life.
“Being prepared” means you’ve worked out ahead of time what you’re going to say. It means you know
the essential nuggets of how faith in Christ has changed your life – and how it can change someone
else’s. “Make a defense” means the reasons for your faith, in spite of the difficulties.
You may not be able to answer every question every time – but “the answer” you give to those who
question you is one word: JESUS. Your transformed life is not the result of some amazing religious
experience, or some intellectual understanding or some ritual or prayer or decision of your will. You don’t
trust in works for salvation, you trust with all that you are – in a living person – the Lord Jesus Christ.
Christian workers recommend writing out your personal testimony of faith in Christ so that you can say it
in less than 10 seconds. Then do a 30-second version, and have it ready too. That’s all the time most
people will give you – until they are genuinely interested in hearing more, once they’ve seen your
changed life and heard you talk about Jesus more than once.
And then, trust the Holy Spirit to communicate through your stumbling words what that needy heart really
needs to hear. That’s how you keep a clear conscience no matter what you suffer – because you’re
always prepared to show and tell the good news about Jesus!
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FREEDOM’S FIRE
On this anniversary of 9-11 it remains vitally important for all people everywhere to consider the cost of
freedom – and the true nature of human government.
Churches across the land observe “Patriots Sunday.” Since the terrorist atrocities of 9/11 in 2001, millions
of believers have united in prayer each year to:
1) Remember the sacrifices of yesterday, and those who gave their lives.
2) Restore every aspect of society that we can today, according to God’s eternal principles of light and
right.
3) Redeem tomorrow, so that generations to come will be set free from the strongholds of darkness.
As we’ve been considering the letter of 1 Peter, recall that in chapter 2:13 he wrote “be subject for the
Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme or to governors as sent
by Him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good.”
The very concept of authority extends from the character of God, who created mankind in His own image.
Without it, anarchy would reign and no one would be safe.
In God’s providence He instituted the means for “limited” civil government which the Bible reveals has
three primary purposes: to protect godly people, to punish evil, and establish justice in society.
This is not a recipe for repression by divine-right tyrants. The great St Augustine advised “Take to
yourselves good Christians and you will be given good citizens” and “Everyone professing Christian
teaching and observing its precepts will, out of love of God, perform whatever the welfare of the country
demands out of self-interest and on its own behalf.”
Christians will be the best of citizens. But they are not to be the means or pawns of tyranny.
Submission to earthly authority must not violate the laws of God. Peter was with Christ when He said in
Mark 12 “render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are Gods.”
It was Peter in the book of Acts who declared “we must obey God rather than men” after being beaten
and ordered to cease preaching about Christ.
As author of government, God has set its limits. And
government is servant of the people, deriving its powers from the governed.
These truths have fueled the fires of freedom throughout history, as people have read God’s Word and
understood for themselves the implications of who He is and His purpose for mankind.
Early followers of Christ “turned the world upside down” because of the personal freedom that comes to
all who make Jesus Christ their Lord.
Freedom in Christ transformed individuals, families, churches, communities and countries, from the
Roman Empire to the present day.
When people got the Word of God and read and understood it for themselves, this unleashed the
overthrow of tyranny across the world, throwing off the yokes of oppression both religious and political.
The history of America is traced directly to the translation of the Bible into English, which not only led to
the Reformation in Europe but also to colonies in the New World, based on religious freedom, as true
Christianity replaced the “divine right of kings” with the establishment of religious freedom.

The framers of America even designed our three branches of government from Scripture, as Isaiah 33:22
says “The LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; He will save us.”
On the day the Declaration of Independence was signed Samuel Adams stood and declared, “We have
this day restored the Sovereign to Whom all men ought to be obedient. He reigns in heaven, and from the
rising to the setting of the sun, let His kingdom come.”
As the heirs of this freedom, WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE for all this providence. How are WE guarding
freedom, so that we can freely share with others the “freedom in Christ” that the world so desperately
needs?
What should Christians of “the land of the free and the home of the brave” BE DOING to secure “freedom
in Christ” for believers around the world ? – for those in the 55 countries whose lives are on the line, so
that every five minutes someone is martyred for Christ !
How are you praying for and reaching out to help Christians in Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, and others in the
Middle East, who so desperately need relief from persecution of Islamist rebel terrorists?
America was established as the greatest missionary nation the world has ever seen. How are WE
carrying on that privilege?
Go to www.persecution.com.
Good citizens are informed citizens – and good citizens obey God rather then men.
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HAPPY WIFE, HAPPY
LIFE ?
Is the secret to good
marriage and happy homes
yet to be found?
Or perhaps it’s longoverlooked – by people
looking for happiness in all
the wrong places?
st

Most 1 century women
were slaves married to
slaves. People worshiped
many household gods or
idols. Human nature goes
for materialism (getting all
the toys you want) and
hedonism (feeding fleshly
passions, sex, drugs, etc).
But becoming a Christian
changes all that. Believers
receive new life, a living
spiritual relationship with
God through Christ, and
power of the Holy Spirit to
make new choices.
So whether people are
oppressed by the state,
exploited at work, or
harassed at home – they
respond to life’s problems
in ways that draw others
toward Christ, not away.
1 Peter 3:1-7 explains how
that works in marriage.
God performed the first
wedding, Adam & Eve, and
Jesus declared that “from
the beginning” marriage is
one man and one woman
in one life together.
God created the world with
an accountability authority
structure. The man is head
of the home, and the buck
stops with him. It does not
empower him to be an
abusive tyrant. It means

both man and woman give
100% to all their marriage,
and he is RESPONSIBLE
for final decisions. Eve ate
forbidden fruit, but Adam is
blamed for bringing sin and
death into the world.
Peter’s admonition to wives
to be subject to husbands
follows the same principle
as his instructions about
masters and servants – it
has a specific purpose.
The expected outcome is
that even unbelieving
husbands will be moved by
reverent behavior of their
wives. Instead of nagging
husbands into trusting
Christ, they “respect” them
into the kingdom.
Nothing drives a man up
the wall and out of the
house like a nagging
woman (isn’t that why Red
Green started Possum
Lodge in the first place!)
Words are necessary to
point someone to Christ,
but must be accompanied
by actions. A volume of
words won’t overcome
disrespect.

So your inner beauty will
attract attention not to you
but to Jesus, because it will
be a reflection of Jesus.
Likewise, husbands are
instructed to “live with your
wives in an understanding
way.” So it must be
possible!
Check out the book or dvd
“Laugh Your Way to a
Better Marriage” for a
humorously powerful
presentation of how
husbands and wives can
better communicate – by
understanding how and
why we think differently, as
we complement one
another according to God’s
divine design.
A wiseguy advised his son
on his wedding day, “Do
you want to be right, or do
you want to be happy?”
Women need to be loved,
and men need to be
respected, and Scripture
commands both – so that
God’s design and purpose
will be fulfilled. And it was
Christianity that elevated
women to equal status.

Neither will attempts to
camouflage a lack of
inward beauty with
immodesty or bangles and
baubles, says Peter.
External stuff will never
work like true inner beauty
always does. No matter
what you try to put on the
outside will never
overshadow the power of
inner beauty. A life
transformed by Christ is
what will capture the heart
of an unbelieving husband.

So Peter tells the husband
to “show honor” to his wife,
so that his life and his
prayers would glorify God.

Author Colin Smith says in
Old Testament times the
temple was overlaid with
gold to make a beautiful
place for the presence of
God. But since the New
Testament, God lives
within the lives of believers.

How would that change
your marriage? How would
that affect other people for
Christ? The good news is it
works – even if only one
partner will try!

Again, the reason is so
God’s purpose will be
fulfilled – and more people
are attracted to Christ.
That’s a challenge to
Christians in today’s culture
– to go against the flow and
obey God’s Word by the
power of His Holy Spirit!
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EFFECTIVE PRAYER
Does God hear every
prayer? Or maybe God has
a mute button like your TV
remote so He can tune out
anything He doesn’t want
to hear?
The Apostle Peter talks
about prayer in 1 Peter 3:112, as he continues to
develop keys for practical
Christian living.
in this practical
our passage tod
Does God hear every
prayer ? Have you ever
wondered about that ?
Or is it like the mute button
on your TV remote ? when
you’re blasted with
commercials, and don’t
want to hear them, you just
tune them out with the
mute button. What a great
invention! Maybe God has
a mute button ? Maybe He
tunes out any prayers He
doesn’t want to hear ?
The Apostle Peter talks
about prayer in our
passage today 1 Pet 3:112 for the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous,
and His ears are open to
their prayer – but the face
of the Lord is against
those who do evil

As we’ve already seen, the
letter of 1 Peter contains
many practical keys to
living the Christian life.

Today, in 1 Peter 3:1-12
we see how new life in
Christ leads not only to
new freedom but also to
new relationships – and
how that changes your
prayer life.
Peter has shown how
believers in Christ now
make different choices
because His new life within
– the Holy Spirit - gives
believers the ability to
make different choices.
The first new relationship is
with God Himself, as
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WALKING THE LINE
AT WORK
Does the Bible have any
wisdom for people who feel
like they’re treated as
slaves at work?
You don’t have to be
lowest on the totem pole to
feel that way. Everyone in
a business organization is
accountable to someone
else. Even the boss
answers to others.
This was a very practical
st
question in the 1 century
AD when Peter wrote his
first letter to believers
scattered around
the Roman Empire. Most
were slaves or indentured
servants, working off a debt.
Doesn’t that sound familiar?
How many people would
go to work today if they
didn’t have debts to pay?
Peter has reminded his
readers that believers in
Christ make different
choices than before,
because His new life within
– the Holy Spirit – gives
them the ability and
wisdom to make different
choices.
Specifically, he says in
chapter 2:18-19 “Servants,
be subject to your masters
with all respect, not only to
the good and gentle but
also to the unjust. For this
is a gracious thing, when,
mindful of God, one
endures sorrows while
suffering unjustly.”

The underlying principle
applies equally today to
employers and employees
as well as to vendors and
suppliers – perhaps
especially to those who feel
like slaves!

In today’s world, if you
have avenues of dialogue
for grievances, use them
with respect. If you don’t
have an ability to address
problems at work, Peter’s
principle still applies.

But it certainly doesn’t give
those in charge any excuse
to be unjust. Other
Scriptures emphasize that
masters must treat their
servants with respect. And
Christianity is directly
responsible for the later
outlaw of slavery as a
human institution.

Because no matter how
believers in Christ are
treated, they will respond in
ways that speak well of
their true master, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who also
suffered unjustly!

The underlying issue is
authority structure. God, as
Creator, made mankind in
His own image, which
includes the concept of
authority, which reflects the
character of God.
God takes this quite
seriously. Believers are to
submit to authorities as
unto Him. And anyone in
authority must recognize
God’s higher authority.
This is part of the new
freedom of the believer –
since submitting to an
unjust master in no way
condones his behavior.
It simply means that you
trust God for the outcome.
So you might well suffer at
work because you are a
Christian, since your
lifestyle is different than
that of most of your
colleagues.
But make sure you’re the
BEST worker around. Don’t
expect privileges because
you’re a believer. And don’t
respond to an unjust boss
with reviling or retaliation,
or slacking.

Because with your new life
in Christ comes a new
freedom to live according
to His new perspective.
The believer’s new life
purpose is to bring others
to Christ – to show and tell
the good news about Him,
so that others will also
believe in Him and have
their lives transformed.
Your attitude at work will be
the key. Do you see your
job as just a way to pay
debts? Or as a way to help
others see how Jesus has
paid the ultimate debt they
can never pay – the
penalty for their sins.
That’s the good news
about Jesus – and whether
you are exploited or
exalted in your workplace
makes no difference to how
you respond to those in
authority over you.
Peter says, receive new life
in Christ, and let His new
power and His new
purpose in life direct your
responses to everyone in
your workplace, up and
down the line.
HOW will that change
where YOU work, today?
3 columns – 0.7
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TRUE FREEDOM
What does it mean to be
“free”? Was it the great
theologian Red Green who
said that’s when the last kid
leaves and the last pet dies?
Or is it as someone else
said she grew up in a home
where everything was
forbidden except for what
was compulsory?
Consider this definition of
freedom: “the ability to
make a different choice.”
That’s how it’s presented in
today’s passage from 1
Peter 2:13-25.
Peter reminds his readers
that believers in Christ
have been set free from sin
and have divine power to
live out God’s purposes.
In 2:16 he says “live as
people who are free, not
using your freedom as a
cover-up for evil, but living
as servants of God.”
Now, his readers ~2000
years ago were mostly
slaves who depended
completely on their masters.
Many were women married
to unbelieving men.
All lived under the control
of the Roman Empire. Two
years after Peter likely
wrote this letter, Emperor
Nero turned Christians into
human torches.
Yet, Peter says they are
“free” and therefore should
live as servants of God.

He’s telling them they now
have a new choice to make.
Remember, God’s truth is
eternal, unchanging, like
Him. It’s true for all people
in all times and all places.
Though we in the U.S. live
in a different time from
Peter, we endure many
similar problems.
And many if not most
believers elsewhere around
the globe live in a world
st
more like the 1 century, as
they put their lives on the
line each day.
So what’s the principle that
worked for Peter – and us?
It’s freedom in Christ!
Believers in Christ are no
longer controlled by the
passions of sin, so they no
longer HAVE to retaliate, or
revile, or hate, or live in
perpetual conflict.
If you are in Christ, and
you’re oppressed by a
tyrannical government,
exploited in the workplace,
or harassed at home, you
no longer have to respond
the way people do who do
not know Christ.
Christians can cut through
conflict by responding to
life’s difficulties in ways that
shine Christ’s light in the
world’s darkness.
This even invites people
who live in darkness to
come into the light of Christ
– by showing them a better
way to live, survive and
even thrive. In freedom.
But freedom is never free.
In verse 21 Peter says
Jesus was our example in
this. We have been called
to follow in His steps –
steps of suffering.

Jesus endured the
suffering of the cross in
order to pay for sin and
give new life to all who
believe and receive Him.
Jesus said His followers
also would experience
trials and persecution – but
that He has overcome the
world, and so can we.
That’s because Jesus is
not just an example of
suffering – He’s the energy
source of our life. Christ is
the Savior. He’s the sinbearer, who did away with
the penalty and power of
sin – to set us free!
That’s the good news of 1
Peter 2:24 - “Christ himself
bore our sins in his own
body on the cross, so that
we can die to sin and live
to righteousness.”
We are free, because
Christ paid the penalty for
sin by giving His own life.
Believers in Him receive
the same victory over sin,
and we too are free from
the power of sin.
We live this life for Him, as
we look toward an eternity
without the presence of sin.
We can make a different
choice – BECAUSE Christ
is alive, and His power, the
Holy Spirit, indwells all true
believers.
This gives us the power,
the moral ability, to obey
Him - and live as servants
of God for righteousness.
So let’s live in His freedom
– as we share this good
news with others!
- Rev. Grant
Mangold, Riverside
Evangelical Free
Church, www.River
sideChurchIowa.co
m
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What’s a “living stone”?
That’s the fascinating
metaphor the Apostle Peter
uses to describe Christ –
and believers in Christ. It’s
found in 1 Peter 2:4-12.
Would you say rocks are a
lifeless thing? But they’re
used to build things. And
that’s what Peter’s analogy
points to – believers in
Christ being lined up and
built up – with Christ as the
cornerstone.
If the cornerstone isn’t
straight, no stone laid next
to it or above it will be in
right alignment. But anyone
who is lined up with Christ
will realize their ultimate
purpose in life, in Him.
Jesus Christ is described
as THE “living stone” which
God chose as the
Cornerstone of His
kingdom, but which human
builders rejected. They
stumbled over Him, just as
anyone does today who
rejects Him.
Jesus is the promised
Messiah, the Anointed One,
the Savior who would make
everything right that had
gone wrong because of sin
in the world. The Bible says
He is the only way to
salvation, by believing in
Him and receiving Him as
Lord and Savior.
Anyone who rejects Christ,
the cornerstone, will then
be askew, out of alignment,
and will perish.
But those who come to
Christ, who obey the call to
believe – to align their lives
-

LIVING STONES
by the chosen cornerstone
– will be built up and fitted
and transformed by Christ.
That’s our ultimate purpose,
so that we will live forever
with Him in heaven, where
everything will be perfectly
set aright.
All this is also fascinating
because the Bible says
Jesus is not only our
Redeemer, but also our
Creator. Everything was
created through Him, by
Him, and for Him. And in
His earthly life Jesus was
also a master builder, the
carpenter of Nazareth.
Also, Peter’s name means
“rock” in Greek. The Bible
says Christ is the head of
the church, the “called out
ones,” the worldwide
congregation of believers.
Peter became the first
spokesman for the
disciples. And Jesus
promised “I will build My
church” through Christfollowers, which Peter
explains here.
Peter applies several
important Old Testament
descriptions to the New
Testament believers. What
was first said of Abraham’s
people has been fulfilled in
Christ, and all people who
are “in Christ” are also part
of His fulfillment of these
promises. (see Galatians 3
and Ephesians 2:11-22).
In the Old Testament,
God’s presence on earth
was in the wilderness
Tabernacle, and in the
Temple of the promised
land of Israel. After the life
and death and resurrection

of Jesus, the presence of
God on earth is within the
very lives of believers.
We’re no longer spectators,
but participants! Not lifeless
– we are living stones!
Because He dwells within
us, believers in Christ are
now a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through
Jesus. He is our Savior,
Advocate, Mediator, and
High Priest. Romans 12:12 says that our very lives
are “living sacrifices” to be
lived out for Him, as His
new life lives through us.
Peter says once we were
not God’s people, but now
in Christ we His people, a
chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for His own
possession. And he tells us
our purpose – to proclaim
the excellencies of Him
who called us out of
darkness into His
marvelous light.
Just like stones are fitted
perfectly to line up with the
cornerstone, so the lives of
believers in Christ are
being fitted, built up,
transformed, to line up with
Christ and to reflect and
proclaim His glory – as the
chosen cornerstone, who
gives salvation to all who
call upon Him in
repentance and faith.
That’s good news – and
being a “living stone” is
certainly something
fascinating to talk about !
Tell someone today !

Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

PASTORS COLUMN – 2013.07.30
TALL CORN
What’s it take to grow “tall corn”? Jesus tells us in Mark 4. This parable about the seed and sower is also
in Matthew and Luke, so we know He wants us to pay attention.
A parable is a short story with a powerful punch. Jesus tells us the big idea in this one as He repeats the
key concept : producing, growing, increasing, yielding. Then He says “he who has ears to hear, let him
hear” (and that’s how we know He’s talking about tall corn!)
The principle is simple: “Root yields fruit.” If there’s no root in Christ, there will be no fruit from Christ. But
if there is root in Him, there will be fruit.
The soil represents different types of hearers. Some seed falls “along the path” and immediately gets
snatched away. Many people pay no attention to God’s Word. Even for many who attend church, it makes
no difference in their lives. They are in the pew, but not in Christ. They are not listening, and they are lost.
Jesus calls you to believe the message of the Good News – that whoever puts their trust in Him will be
saved (Romans 10:9-10). You can be born again (1 Peter 1:23), and receive new life in Christ
(Colossians 2:6-8).
Some seed falls on “rocky ground.” These people seem to respond enthusiastically. But they have no root.
As soon as the scorching sun of suffering or trials or persecution comes because of the Word, they fall
away.
Many people today fool themselves about their faith, perhaps even flatter themselves. They hear the
Word, but remain un-transformed. Former things have not passed away. They are not born again.
In John 15 Jesus says “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that
does not bear fruit He takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit He prunes, that it may bear more
fruit.” If our roots go deep into Him, He promises to give us the strength to persevere, and bear fruit.
“Abiding” in Jesus means living, dwelling, intimately and continually, depending, growing, sending our
roots down deep into Him. That’s “spiritual photosynthesis” – taking in nourishment by reading the Bible,
prayer, worship, and fellowship – receiving from Him what we need to yield His fruit.
Some seed falls on “thorny ground.” These people seem to respond to the good news, but fail to bear fruit.
They may intellectually understand the Gospel. They may have an emotional conversion experience.
They may make changes in their lives as a matter of their own will.
But true saving faith involves the whole person – believing with all your mind AND all your heart AND all
your will – not just your mind or just your heart or just your will.
Incomplete faith gets choked out by cares of the world or deceitfulness of riches or desires for worldly
things. We are under constant assault from the world, the flesh, and the devil. We’re attacked by worldly
wisdom and values, by the incessant inner pull of lusts of the flesh and the pride of life. We’re tempted by
the subtle twisting of truth by the devil and his demons.
But seed that falls on good soil bears fruit, 30-fold, 60-fold, 100-fold. This seed takes root and by faith is
transformed and yields the fruit God intends. This seed abides in the Savior and grows up by His strength
(Colossians 1:9-11), and produces the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-25).
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. He is the bread of life. He is the living water. He is the sun of
righteousness, and our shade, and our strength. If our roots go deep into Him, He promises His fruit !
If you have ears to hear, listen! Hear the good news! Receive new life in Christ! Send your roots deep into
Him and His Word. He promises you will bear His fruit – yielding a harvest of righteousness that only He
can bring. That’s good news !
-

Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

PASTORS COLUMN – 2013.07.23
BEING TRANSFORMED
The good news about Jesus means that if you have received Him, you are not what you once were, and
you are not yet what you will become. You are being transformed.
This process progresses from the new birth through the rest of your earthly life, as you’re being fitted for
heaven, to live forever with the Lord in eternity to come.
The theological term is “sanctification” and that means “being made holy” and that means becoming more
like Jesus. The Spirit of God works the word of God so the people of God become like the Son of God.
The letter of 1 Peter talks about this in chapter 1. In verse 13 he tells believers to “prepare your minds for
action, be clear-headed, set your hope fully on the grace that will come to you when Jesus returns.”
That’s how athletes and soldiers steel their minds for the goal, regardless of the difficulties. Focus on the
promise not the process, on what you become, not what you go through. Focus on Him, not the hurts.
In verse 14 Peter encourages you like a father guides his children. If you’ve been born again in Christ,
you need to grow up in Christ. This means He is our life, our coach, our strength, and our goal.
So don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold – instead, become more like Jesus. Do this by knowing
and growing. Know what God’s Word, the Bible, says about new life in Christ. Then live out that truth by
His power within you, to grow more and more like Him.
Peter reminds us in verse 18 that the worldly way of doing things is not what saves us. Futile attempts of
people trying to make themselves holy can never reach the perfection that is God’s alone.
“Sin” is anything that misses the perfection of God. Our sins are so great there’s nothing we can do about
them. The penalty of sin is death. We can’t buy our way out of it. Just “believing in God” doesn’t save us –
that’s simply a rational human mind recognizing there’s more to reality than temporal things.
Only something perfect can save us. Verse 19 says it cost the precious blood of Jesus, the “lamb of God,”
the perfect One promised from the beginning. Our loving Creator sent His Son to live a perfect life, die a
perfect death, and raise up again to live forever, so we can be made perfect in Him.
When you trust in Christ, believing in Him as your Lord and Savior, you receive His resurrection life.
You’re born again, and you live in Him and He lives in you, and you grow in Him, through His Word.
Peter says that just like we’re saved by the imperishable life of Jesus, by His blood shed for us, so we
also live by the imperishable life of Jesus, by His living Word living through us.
People can’t see God, but they can see Him living through Christians. That’s why in verse 22 Peter urges
us to truly love one another. That was a radical concept in his day just as it is in ours!
Draw a large dot on a piece of paper. Draw a line extending from that dot. The dot is our earthly life, our
finite temporary existence. The line represents eternity. We should live, not for the dot, but for the line.
Believers in Christ receive a new life, which begins on earth and goes on forever in heaven. We are being
transformed by God’s Word to prepare us for eternity with Him. That’s good news!
- Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

PASTORS COLUMN – 2013.07.16
NECESSARY TRIALS ?
The letter of 1 Peter explains the beginning, middle, and end of the “living hope” that sustains believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ.
“New birth” in Jesus has a beginning – being made spiritually alive by the Holy Spirit to new life in Christ –
as you trust in Him alone for salvation, through repentance and faith.
This new life also has a middle – the rest of your earthly life in Christ as you grow in God’s grace. The
outcome is a glorious eternity in the Lord’s presence.
But why is this middle period so difficult ?
1 Peter 1:6-8 encourages believers to rejoice in their salvation even if they are grieved by necessary trials.
Faith is refined by trials in the same way gold is refined by fire. Our faith is more precious than gold, and
trials are necessary to authenticate the genuineness of faith.
Otherwise, if it was simply a risk-reward transaction, would you abandon faith as soon as difficulties come?
Many people are tempted to follow an easier line of thinking that says God only promises an easy road.
But that’s not what the Bible teaches. Someone has aptly said, “In the end, the biggest problem with
‘prosperity theology’ is not that it promises too much, but that it promises far too little.”
Earthly prosperity offers only temporary relief. But Jesus offers real riches – eternal salvation from sin.
That’s why the new birth brings a new perspective on our earthly lives.
Some suffering comes from our own foolishness or downright disobedience of God’s Word. It’s a
consequence of listening to the world, the flesh, or the devil – outward influences of worldly thinking,
inward influences of fleshly desires, or the twisting of truth subtly whispered by the enemy of our souls.
But the outcome of trusting God through trials is stronger faith. We gain experiential knowledge of God’s
power, presence, and peace. This authenticates faith, and shows it as genuine – because only a divine
reality could sustain us through life’s difficulties.
This also gives your faith authenticity when you share it with others.
Think about a seed lovingly placed into the ground, carefully placed in a cradle of soil to receive
necessary moisture and nutrients and light. Suddenly darkness and pressure come when the gardener
covers and tamps the seed – but that’s not the end, it’s only the beginning of amazing transformation.
In the same way, God has divine purpose in trials. That’s why we can rejoice – because anything God
takes us to He will take us through.
Going through trials by trusting God is what Jesus did to save us. When we follow Him by trusting too, it
shows that our faith is real and that we are being transformed to live forever with Him.
That’s good news – and next time we’ll explore the process and progress of being transformed.
- Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

PASTORS COLUMN – 2013.07.09
AUTHENTIC FAITH ?
Have you ever wondered if your faith is truly authentic or merely superficial ? You don’t want – or have –
to wait until you stand at heaven’s gate to know whether or not you are saved !
The first letter of St. Peter provides a practical manual for the Christian life – and his testimony about faith
can help clarify yours.
Most people can identify with faith that waxes and wanes, seems strong one moment and weak another.
Peter’s faith was so strong he walked on water, but so weak in the next moment he nearly drowned. His
mighty faith declared Jesus the promised Savior, but was soon so weak he swore he never knew Him.
In 1 Peter 1:3 the apostle Peter writes this about faith: “According to His great mercy, God has caused us
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
Peter says it is according to God’s great mercy, so it is not something we can attain ourselves. Most
people have a vague idea that salvation is a result of personal attainment – living a life good enough to
earn a place in heaven.
But if you are born again, that’s something God does, not you. Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:3 “Truly, I
say to you, unless one is born again from above he cannot see the kingdom of God.” He explains it in
John 1:12: “But to all who did receive Jesus, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become
children of God, who were born not of the will of the flesh, but of God.”
We can never earn salvation – it is a gift of God’s grace, a result of the atonement of Jesus Christ, when
He paid for sins on the cross. When you receive that gift, and believe that He paid for your sins, you are
putting your faith in Christ and nothing else.
The Bible says salvation is by atonement, not attainment. Salvation is not something you can do, but
something only God can do. Faith must have an object, and Christ is the only secure object of saving faith.
The apostle Paul puts it this way in Ephesians 2:8 “for by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God, not a result of works.”
The new birth points to a living hope, because Jesus Himself clinches the guarantee of faith. He not only
lived a perfect life and paid the penalty for sins on the cross, He offers forgiveness and new life. And you
can trust Him because He proved His works and His words by rising from the dead.
Peter says, Jesus is alive, and I am alive in Him! My hope is not in something I can do, but in what only
God can do. My trust is in Christ alone – not in some vivid religious experience or some misty notion of
my own mind or abilities. Being born again brings authentic faith – and living hope!
Coming up: we’ll explore how new birth and living hope – authentic faith - relate to the trials of life.
- Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

But we need to remember faith doesn’t stand on itself – it must have an object. You have faith the sun will
rise in the morning, and you have faith in the chair you’re sitting in.
Faith is not just an emotive response of the heart, or simply a decision of the will, and or basically a
matter of the mind. Faith involves all those things – every aspect of your whole being.
Like the rest of the Bible, this shows two aspects of faith, receiving and believing. First, we receive what
God does in His mercy that we cannot do for ourselves.

PASTORS COLUMN – 2013.07.09
AUTHENTIC FAITH ?
Have you ever wondered if your faith is truly authentic or merely superficial ? You don’t want – or have –
to wait until you stand at heaven’s gate to find out whether or not you are saved !
The first letter of St. Peter provides a practical manual for the Christian life – and his testimony about faith
can help clarify yours.
Peter’s faith was so strong he walked on water, but so weak in the next moment he nearly drowned. His
mighty faith declared Jesus the promised Savior, but was soon so weak he swore he never knew Him.
Most people can identify with faith that waxes and wanes, seems strong one moment and weak another.
But we need to remember faith doesn’t stand on itself – it must have an object. You have faith the sun will
rise in the morning, and you have faith in the chair you’re sitting in.
Faith is not just an emotive response of the heart, or simply a decision of the will, and or basically a
matter of the mind. Faith involves all those things – every aspect of your whole being.
In 1 Peter 1:3 the apostle Peter writes this about faith: “According to His great mercy, God has caused us
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
Like the rest of the Bible, this shows two aspects of faith, receiving and believing. First, we receive what
God does in His mercy that we cannot do for ourselves.
Most people have a vague idea that salvation is a result of personal attainment – living a life good enough
to earn a place in heaven.
But Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:3 “Truly, I say to you, unless one is born again from above he cannot
see the kingdom of God.” The apostle John explains it in John 1:12: “But to all who did receive Jesus,
who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, who were born not of the will of
the flesh, but of God.”
The Bible says salvation is by atonement, not attainment. Salvation is not something you can do, but
something only God can do.
We can never earn salvation – it is a gift of God’s grace, a result of the atonement of Jesus Christ, when
He paid for sins on the cross. When you receive that gift, and believe that He paid for your sins, you are
putting your faith in Christ and nothing else.
The apostle Paul puts it this way in Ephesians 2:8 “for by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God, not a result of works.”
1 Peter 1:3 echoes the words of Jesus as Peter says the new birth points to a living hope. Jesus Himself
clinches the guarantee of faith. He not only lived a perfect life and paid the penalty for sins on the cross,
He offers forgiveness and new life – and you can trust Him because He proved His works and His words
by rising from the dead.
Peter says, Jesus is alive, and I am alive in Him! My hope is not in something I can do, but in what only
God can do. My trust is in Him – not in some vivid religious experience or some misty notion of my own
abilities. Being born again gives living hope!
Next time, we’ll explore how the new birth relates to the trials of life.

AUTHENTIC FAITH ?

- 2013.07.09

Have you ever wondered if your faith is truly authentic or merely superficial ? You don’t want – or have –
to wait until you stand at heaven’s gate to know whether or not you are saved !
The first letter of St. Peter provides a practical manual for the Christian life – and his testimony about faith
can help clarify yours.
Most people can identify with faith that waxes and wanes, seems strong one moment and weak another.
Peter’s faith was so strong he walked on water, but so weak in the next moment he nearly drowned. His
mighty faith declared Jesus the promised Savior, but was soon so weak he swore he never knew Him.
In 1 Peter 1:3 the apostle Peter writes this about faith: “According to His great mercy, God has caused us
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
Peter says it is according to God’s great mercy, so it is not something we can attain ourselves. Most
people have a vague idea that salvation is a result of personal attainment – living a life good enough to
earn a place in heaven.
But if you are born again, that’s something God does, not you. Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:3 “Truly, I
say to you, unless one is born again from above he cannot see the kingdom ofGod.” He explains it in
John 1:12: “But to all who did receive Jesus, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become
children of God, who were born not of the will of the flesh, but of God.”
We can never earn salvation – it is a gift of God’s grace, a result of the atonement of Jesus Christ, when
He paid for sins on the cross. When you receive that gift, and believe that He paid for your sins, you are
putting your faith in Christ and nothing else.
The Bible says salvation is by atonement, not attainment. Salvation is not something you can do, but
something only God can do. Faith must have an object, and Christ is the only secure object of saving faith.
Ephesians 2:8 puts it this way: “for by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing, it is the gift of God, not a result of works.”
The new birth points to a living hope, because Jesus Himself clinches the guarantee of faith. He not only
lived a perfect life and paid the penalty for sins on the cross, He offers forgiveness and new life. And you
can trust Him because He proved His works and His words by rising from the dead.
Peter says, Jesus is alive, and I am alive in Him! My hope is not in something I can do, but in what only
God can do. My trust is in Christ alone – not in some vivid religious experience or some misty notion of
my own mind or abilities. Being born again brings authentic faith – and living hope!
Coming up: we’ll explore how new birth and living hope - authentic faith - relate to the trials of life.
- Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

Terror or Triumph ?

– 2013.05.21

We are told we live in an age of terror. Indeed we see cause for alarm all around us, near and far. When
we put things in perspective, we can see terror active throughout the pages of human history.
Why ? And what can we do about it ?
The Bible shows terrors of history as part of the reality of human existence. Like other historians, Dr.
Marshall Foster of the World History Institute has documented what many observers also note.
Foster served as adviser for the excellent film www.MonumentalMovie.com which also reveals the
scriptural principles foundational to successful civilization and society.
Forces of anti-God paganism, which offer a counterfeit version of reality, never rest. They promote
religious idolatry, human sacrifice, tyranny, worship of leaders, enslavement, execution of enemies,
rejection of God’s law, imposition of counterfeit prejudicial laws, and persecution of Christian believers.
And yet Christianity flourishes – because believers are commissioned to serve Him, protected by the
armor of Him who reigns over all things, and who providentially moves history toward His intended ends.
That’s why your prayers matter, and why your life matters. As you trust and obey the Lord of history you
find YOUR place in His story. He triumphs over terror – and you can be part of His story.
--Triumph through Redeemed Individuals – God invites individuals to come into right relationship with
Him, reconciled through faith in the sacrifice of His Son who paid the penalty for sin and rebellion against
God. (See John 3:16)
through Godly Families – The Bible relates how God performed the first marriage and
established the institution of the family, in order to build society consisting of people in right relationship to
Him and to one another. Strong families perpetuate people living by God’s principles to fulfill His purposes
for His creation. (See Deuteronomy 6:4-7)
--Triumph

through Commissioned Churches – God gathers His redeemed people into relationship with
one another – the church. He commissioned His people to be His representatives, ambassadors, to
proclaim the message of reconciling people to Him through Jesus Christ. God transforms the world
through His obedient people. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17-20)
--Triumph

through Society with Limited Civil Government – The Bible also relates how God laid out
the principles for limited civil government. These principles have changed the world when people read the
Bible in their own language. The foundations of America come directly from the principles of Scripture.
For example, our founders set up three branches of government, based on Isaiah 33:22 where God is
lawgiver, king and judge.
--Triumph

through His Providential Grace – The Bible also shows when God’s people are obedient to
Him, His blessings overflow through us to the people and nations around us. God’s people are blessed in
order to bless others. And we are accountable to Him for the blessings He entrusts to us. (See Matthew
6:13-16)
--Triumph

The triumph of Christ over sin, the cross, and death reveals His transforming power for those who trust
and obey Him. (See Romans 1:1-6). Through Him, we can change the world, one life, one family, one
church, one community, one county, one country at a time !

HOW TO PRAY FOR OUR COMMUNITY

2013.05.13

Who would have guessed we’d have a snow day on May 2 – but unfortunately inclement weather
canceled our community prayer service, scheduled for the National Day of Prayer!
But you can still make a difference in our community – every day – by using helpful resources provided
by www.NationalDayOfPrayer.org and www.commit2pray.com.
Their “7x7” prayer guide lists seven “influence centers” of life – family, education, business, media,
military, government, and church. Here are suggestions for ways you can use this prayer tool.
FAMILY – Thank God for creating people in His own image, and establishing family as the fundamental
unit of society. Pray for strong marriages and families, as people live according to principles of God’s
Word. Key Bible passages include Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Proverbs 2:1-15; Ephesians 5:33-6:4; 1 Peter 3:7.
EDUCATION –Pray for God’s protection of children at school, for their teachers, and for good role models,
so children seek to fulfill God’s purposes for their lives. Pray for parents to instruct their children to
become responsible, productive members of society. Key Bible verses include Exodus 20:1-17; Proverbs
3:1-10; Titus 2:1-15; 2 Timothy 2:15.
BUSINESS – Thank God for the skills and talents He blesses people with so we can serve one another.
Pray for opportunities for businesses and entrepreneurs to contribute to a strong local economy. Pray that
we serve one another with integrity, according to God’s principles. Key Bible passages include Genesis
1:26-28; James 5:4; 1 Timothy 6:1-2; Ephesians 6:5-9; Matthew 6:33.
MEDIA – Pray for Christians to be well-informed people, utilizing responsible print, broadcast, and
electronic media which objectively inform citizens about issues and opportunities. Key Bible passages
include Ephesians 4:25,29; Romans 1:18-32; Deuteronomy 32:2-4.
ARMED SERVICES – Pray for those who serve, to protect our God-given freedoms for future generations.
Pray for God’s protection on their lives, and freedom to share their faith with one another. Pray also for
policemen and emergency responders. Key Bible passages include 2 Chronicles 32:6-8; Romans 13:4.
GOVERNMENT – Thank God for His prescription of limited civil government to protect the godly, punish
evil, and establish justice in society. Pray for God to raise up qualified and honorable men and women to
serve and advise in all branches of government, according to His principles. Key Bible verses include 1
Timothy 2:1-8; Exodus 18:21; Romans 13; Isaiah 33:22.
CHURCH – Thank God for freedom to worship and serve Him, and spread the Good News about Jesus.
Thank Him for transforming lives by the forgiving and renewing power of the risen Lord and Savior. Pray
that we live out our commission to be His salt and light, as His life overflows through us into the
community around us. Key Bible passages include 2 Chronicles 7:14; Matthew 28:18-20; Colossians 2:68; Matthew 5:13-16.
Following the 7x7 format, you can pray daily or weekly, by yourself or gather with a friend or two, as you
use this outline to ask for God’s provision and protection in your community, church, and country.
You’ll soon see God at work in your own life and those around you, as you trust Him to fulfill His plan and
purpose for His world. Thank you for praying – and making a difference!
- Rev. Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

WITH ALL YOU ARE !

2013.04.14

The Risen Christ empowered His followers to “go proclaim” the Good News about Him to the whole
creation (Mark 16). He said, “as you are going, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching
them all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28).
In this Great Commission we hear clear echoes of the “Great Commandment” related in Mark 12:28-34.
In Jesus’ day, experts in the Old Testament debated “light” and “weighty” commandments. Jesus
reproved them for paying entirely too little attention to weightier matters of the Law. Listen to His
response when they asked Him which was the greatest commandment:
“The most important is, Hear, O Israel: The LORD alone is Lord and God.” His hearers would know
immediately that Jesus was reciting the “Shema” from Deuteronomy 6 – since faithful Jews would have
prayed it at least twice daily. This reminded them there is only one God, the LORD, the Creator and
Deliverer – the God who gave the Ten Commandments so they could be like Him (Exodus 20).
Jesus continues the quote: “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and
all your mind and all your strength.” This reminded them that ONLY the Lord should receive the undivided
devotion of their entire being – ALL that they are.
Heart and soul and mind and strength are aspects of the whole person, created in God’s image. In the
New Testament, the word “heart” refers primarily to reason some 200 times; to emotions 195 times, and
to the will 165 times.
Do not believe with only your mind, for then your faith will struggle to experientially know Christ and
assurance of salvation, and lack power for living. Do not believe only with your emotions, as your faith will
experience mostly ups and downs of doubt. Do not believe only with your will, for then you will struggle on
– with only human determination, and lack knowledge and experience of Christ. Believe with ALL you are.
The first four of the Ten Commandments refer to your vertical relationship with God – having no other
gods, making no idols, not taking His name in vain, and keeping the Sabbath. Only when you are in right
relationship with the Maker can you be in right relationship with your fellow man.
Jesus continues: “The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these.” This is your horizontal relationships – honoring parents, no murder,
adultery, stealing, false witness, or coveting.
And notice you are to love God “more” than yourself – more than anyone or anything, with ALL you are.
But you are to love your neighbors AS yourself. You could never love God too much, but you could easily
love your fellow man too much or too little.
Problem is, no one can keep “the greatest commandment” let alone the ten. And that’s the purpose of
God’s Law – to point us to the Savior. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became a man to live a perfect life,
die a perfect death, and rise a perfect resurrection – to pay for sins, conquer death, and give new spiritual
life to all who believe in Him and receive Him as Savior and Lord.
Jesus perfectly fulfills both the vertical and the horizontal relationships. You see this clearly when you
comprehend the cross of Christ – the beams which bore the Body and Blood which paid for sins.
Do not be like the scribe of whom Jesus said, “you are not far from the kingdom of God.” Rather, be IN
the kingdom of God – by being born again from above, as Jesus explained to Nicodemus (John 3). For all
who receive Him, believing in His name, become children of God as they are reborn by God (John 1).
As your whole person embraces Christ, loving Him with ALL you are – heart, mind, soul and strength –
He transforms you, as His life lives through yours. Then not only do His commandments become
promises about your new life in Him, but you are empowered to be His witnesses, to go and proclaim.
You will tell all you know about Him, including how He fulfills the Great Commandment for you and in you
– so that His truth and grace overflow through your life to all those around you. That’s good news!
- Pastor Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

GO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS

2013.04.07

What are we supposed to do with all the Good News about Christ? Jesus gives His followers a clear and
compelling answer.
On this side of the Cross of Christ, we can see that human history begins in the book of Genesis with
creation week, climaxes in the Gospels with Christ’s passion week, and will be consummated in the future
when Christ returns in final fulfillment of all God’s promises.
In the garden of Eden, mankind was created in God’s image to be His representatives on earth, and
steward His creation. But as Adam and Eve decided to rebel against the Creator, they told Him “my will
be done.” In the garden of Gethsemane, Christ wrestled with submission to God and as the “last Adam”
and perfect representative of the human race, said to God “Thy will be done.”
The great Christian apologist C.S. Lewis wrote, “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who
say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’ All that are in
Hell, choose it.” But because Christ has conquered sin and death, all who believe in Him are saying to
God with Him and through Him, “Thy will be done.”
And all who choose to believe in Christ appear at the end of the Bible story in another garden, where they
live eternally with Jesus – because of His obedience in paying the penalty for our sins, through His
perfect life, death and resurrection.
When Christ gave His life on the cross, he uttered the incredible word that climaxes history: “tetelestai.”
The Greek word means “paid in full” and “it is finished.” His one sacrifice accomplished salvation for all
who believe in Him, past, present, and future.
When Christ rose from the dead, He appeared to His disciples to give them a great commission: to go
and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. When we put our trust in Him for salvation, He
transforms us! The Sent One becomes the Sending One – sending US in His place, to speak for Him and
proclaim Good News to everyone around us.
And what Good News we have to proclaim! “It is finished!” Salvation is accomplished through Christ, as
He has come to save us (Palm Sunday) and announces the New Covenant (Maundy Thursday) as His
body and blood is given to pay for the sins of the world, and accomplishes redemption on the cross (Good
Friday) and rises from the dead victorious over sin and death (Easter Sunday).
Because of Christ, all who believe in Him become spiritually alive, so that we can say “I am crucified with
Christ” – He paid for all my sin, and “I am risen with Christ” – the life I now live, He lives through Me – and
I want everyone to know!
So what are we do do with all this Good News that Jesus gives us? 1) Believe it - Christ alone saves you!;
2) Receive it - make it your own!, 3) Proclaim it - tell others about it and let the good news overflow from
your life to all those around you!

THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT EASTER
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Could the good news about Easter be even better than the great good news about Good Friday? Putting
together all of the events of Holy Week, you can see why.
The fundamental problem of humanity is our need to be reconciled with the Creator. Only God can set
things right, so He sent His son, Jesus Christ.
On Palm Sunday, the long-promised Servant-Savior King enters Jerusalem. But instead of taking the
throne of Israel, Jesus purifies the temple – preparing for His upcoming sacrifice.
On Maundy Thursday, He declares His fulfillment of the New Covenant, which promised new hearts and
minds attuned to the Lord. And in submission to God’s eternal plan of redemption, Jesus is arrested and
condemned to crucifixion.
On Good Friday, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world makes full and final payment for
sin with His own body and blood. His words “it is finished” extends to past, present and future, as His one
sacrifice for all time reconciles repentant sinners to the merciful God who saves them.
Remember the two criminals who were crucified with Jesus? One mocked Him and remained unforgiven.
But the other one believed in Jesus and received forgiveness and eternal life. What about you? If you
receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord, you can say with the Apostle Paul, “I am crucified with Christ” so
that His sacrifice makes you right with God. But there’s more!
Easter is all about the good news of Jesus rising from the dead. On Friday, He was crucified, dead, and
buried. But on Sunday, when His followers came to His tomb – He was not there. JESUS IS RISEN.
The resurrection of Jesus authenticates His claims to be God, assures His followers of our own triumph
over death, climaxes His victory over sin, and gives the power of the Holy Spirit to all who believe.
And as you personalize His resurrection from the dead, by faith you too can also say with the Apostle
Paul, “I am risen with Christ.” The resurrection power of the Holy Spirit lives within believers. You are
empowered to say “yes” to God and His plan for your life, and “no” to the world, the flesh, and the devil.
That’s GOOD NEWS about Easter – He makes you spiritually alive! As you believe in the risen Christ,
you receive what only He can do FOR you, He lives out His life THROUGH you – and overflows His
amazing grace to the people around you. Trust in Jesus and that Good News is yours!
- by Pastor Grant Mangold, Riverside Evangelical Free Church, www.RiversideChurchIowa.com

