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The biblical model of church leadership takes 
the pyramid model and tips it on it’s side. It’s 
not about hierarchy, or one person running the 
show and calling all the shots. It’s about a united 
body of believers recognizing God’s calling on and 
gifting of certain people, then choosing them as 
representatives and leaders who go before the flock 
as living examples for all to follow. 

– Excerpts from the class on Biblical Eldership

The class that Riverside Church from Linn Grove, Iowa, 
brought to us in March revolutionized the Peruvian 
way of thinking about church leadership. The general 
concept lived out here is that the pastor is the top dog, 
calls all the shots, and has a “papal” like authority in the 
believers life. We were forced to search the Word and 
come to conclusions on how God would have us lead in 
servanthood, following Christ’s example. 

However, making such drastic changes in cultural thinking 
isn’t an overnight process. Leadership continues to work 
through the kinks of communication and it is not always 
easy. It’s like a human body that has been broken or 
unused for so long, it takes time to exercise and rehabilitate 
the members to work together in proper, healthy balance. 
Thankfully, we are starting to put into practice what we 
have learned. As a result, the past few leadership meetings 
have been the most exciting as we are starting to give and 
take suggestions in love and grace.  

Although the leadership is starting to get it, the members 
aren’t yet used to team leadership. We have explained it in 
theory, but realize they don’t fully understand it in practice. 
For example, a young man was told by the worship pastor 
that he would not play in church on Sunday, because he 

skipped practice without notification. After the negation, 
he huffed off and found Nelton, introducing his argument 
with, “You are the pastor, and as head of the church, you 
are the only one who can actually make this decision...” 
Nelton stood by Pastor Jaime’s decision and explained 
how we work together.  

Would you pray for us as we continue the process of 
rehabilitation in the body? Pray that we will exercise all 
the parts of the body to grow in proper proportion? We do 
not want to have a big head with a small heart, or a huge 
heart with tiny hands, or large hands and no feet, rather 
all the parts working and maturing together. It sounds 
easier than it is! 

Genesis Church Dedicated,  
Pastors Ordained  

March 2nd was one of the most exciting evenings in the 
history of our Church. Genesis was dedicated and the 
pastors ordained on our second anniversary! Each leader 
was given a certificate of ministry and were dedicated 
to the work. Janet Garcia, our first missionary, was also 
commissioned and sent off to the YWAM mission training 
program for the next six months. We felt validated and 
confirmed in the work that God has given us. Thank you for 
your continued support and prayers for this church plant! 

Thank You Riverside!  
During the week of classes and dedication, Pastor 
Grant, Steve, and Bill stood out as examples of 
everything they were teaching. In our leadership 
debriefing after they left, each person shared how they 
felt valued and important because these men served 

Ordination of pastors
Pastor Nelton and Pastor Llerlin 

Celebrating two years at Genesis!



with humility. With tears in her eyes, Yolanda shared 
that she saw for the first time what it meant to “esteem 
others as better than yourselves.” (Phil. 2) “It’s not 
about making yourself less, rather making others more.”  

This team took each leadership family out for supper to 
hear their stories and get to know them. No one on our 
leadership team had ever experienced that kind of  
one-on-one attention from foreigners. Something 
so simple showed how valued they are and left an 
impression in their hearts that will not be quickly 
forgotten. It modeled what true humility looks like from 
“important people,” and what biblical leadership looks 
like—it’s not about lording, but serving. Thank you 
Riverside, for sending these living examples to us to 
teach and demonstrate how to live! 

Containers  
Our first container of ten Sukup SAFE-T homes arrived 
almost a month later than expected due to a breakdown 
on the river. The shipping company had to wait for 
several days for parts and mechanics to arrive and 
fix the ship. We used the time get all our paperwork 
processed, so when it arrived we had almost immediate 
approval for unloading. However, there was a shipment 
blocking ours in that didn’t have permission to be 
moved. So day after day, Nelton would go down to the 
docks and be told to come back in the afternoon, then 
the next morning, etc. That went on for a week before 
we could finally unload.  

When the container was as close to the land as the 
semi could go, the contents had to be unloaded by 
hand. Sudden downpours of rain caused several 
unplanned breaks, creating muddy conditions and 
causing the parts to be even more slippery. It took a 
week for the container to be unloaded and removed 
from the semi. Then each part had to be hand dried 
before they could be reloaded into the container. It is 
now locked up and secure, waiting for teams to start 
assembling the homes.  

The next container, with a tractor, skid loader, four 
wheeler, generator, and various other parts and tools, 
has been loaded and is waiting to be shipped from 
Texas. We are praying that it will arrive in May, so the 
first work teams can come to continue progressing on 
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Container finally coming off the ship

Container being unloaded by hand

When caught in the rain, the container served as a shelter 



PRAISE POINTS
•  Genesis Church dedicated, pastors ordained  
• A biblical model of leadership for Genesis
• Container arrived
• Tax exemption for next container!

PRAYER POINTS
•  For Genesis to continue growing together 
• Refund for last container 
•  Hannah leaves in ten short weeks, really 

struggling to imagine life without her 
• Hidden Creeks’ development 

CONTACT INFORMATION
*All gifts are tax deductible and may be made out to: 
International Messengers, PO Box 618, Clear Lake, IA 50428 
E-mail: NeltonandBethany@gmail.com 

Nelton and Bethany Noriega  
c/o International Messengers  
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See the back of this page for  
Kyliana’s Korner and Briel’s Breeze.

the land. This year we hope to see major progress and 
by February 2015, host our first kids’ Bible camp with the 
theme “Search for Hidden Treasure.” 

Taxes!  
In our last newsletter, I asked for prayer about getting 
tax exemption for the containers. The exemption came 
through in time for the next container, but was too late 
for the first one. However, our accountant is working to 
see if we can get a refund, since the paperwork was 
approved and had been in process. It would truly be 
a miracle if this happened! I have never heard of the 
government giving money back to anyone here. 

Name for the Land  
I realized that if we didn’t come up with a name for “the 
land” soon, that is what it would always be called. We 
decided to borrow names from two Bible camps who 
have been supportive of this project, Hidden Acres and 
Village Creek. The official name is now “Hidden Creeks 
Bible Camp and Training Center.” 

Naomi’s Workout Night Update  
The workout nights started with much enthusiasm and 
gusto, but the numbers dwindled over the few weeks 
that we had classes. It didn’t help that Naomi had a 
hard month here in Peru, being sick much of the time. 
Although the classes weren’t the success we hoped 
they would be, we had some great times playing Skip-
Bo, talking, and laughing. We realized that it was the 
longest uninterrupted time we have spent together in 
over a decade! It was nice to catch up with her and 
reconnect with an important relationship in my life. 
Thanks for sacrificing to come down here, Naomi! 

Looking Ahead 
April 2-9:  Mark Lee comes to work on the road 

entrance to Hidden Creeks for the arrival of 
upcoming container and teams. 

April 10-17:  Rick Weinert, Greg and Karen come to 
teach Bible study and interpretation class 
for Genesis Church leadership. 

May ?:  Arrival of second container and first 
construction team for Hidden Creeks. 

June 9:  Hannah’s internship ends in Peru and she 
goes home. L Not excited for this day!! 

Trying to live as dead to self,    

   Nelton, Bethany J., Kyliana, and Briel Noriega

Back from Lima — these two girls missed each other!



Last week I had to go to Lima to get my U.S. passport 
renewed and took Kyliana along to spend some one-on-one 
time together. It was a blessing to spend intentional time 
building memories with her, and being amazed at how 
mature she is. There were several things I had to do on 
the trip and she was a trooper, being dragged all around 
the city of Lima on buses and in taxis, and actually keeping 
up. She brought smiles to many faces as she insisted 
paying for tickets and being responsible for them.  

One of her favorite things to do is talk about “when we 
were little girls.” It always cracks me up to hear her start
a story with “When I was a little girl...” I just look at her 
at think, “honey, you are a little girl,” but then try to 
remind myself she won’t be one for long! 

This girl turned two on March 10th and is in the 
prime of defining her own style of “terrible twos.” 
Some of her bad habits include trying to stuff 
herself in the fridge (her own style of A.C.?), leaving 
toys in the fridge, yelling “NO!” when she doesn’t 
agree with us, and 
nighttime battles 
as she strongly 
desires to and 
insists on sleeping 
on the top bunk.  

Some of the things I never want to forget about her at this 
age include her ability to keep very still and quite when playing 
hide and seek, the way she yells “Mom!” or “Dad!” when she is 
trying to get our attention, how she jumps of the couch and 
lands on both feet, and the expression on her face when she 
is concentrating and her tiny fingers are at work--like when 
she pulls grapes off the vine and pinches them open to get 
the tiny seeds out.
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Kyliana and Mommy in a 
taxi in Lima

Briel turned two!


